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Digest  of  Recent  Insurance  Decisions. 

FIBE. 


Beakes  v.  Phvenix  Ins.  Co..  X  Y.  C.  A. 
R.  45.3. 


ss  y.  E. 


LIGHTNIXG. 

Under  a  polic.v  covering  direct  loss  from 
lightning,  but  excluding  loss  from  wind,  there 
can  be  no  recovery  for  damage  by  wind, 
though,  but  for  the  weakening  of  the  building 
by  lightning,  it  would  not  have  been  blown 
down. 

o        o 
o 

Continental  Ins.  Co.  v.  Chew.  Ind.  Ap.  C.   3S  y. 
E.  B.  417. 

OVERDUE  CLAUSE. 

A  clause  in  a  policy  providing  that  the  com- 
pany shall  not  be  liable  for  losses  occui-ring 
while  any  part  of  the  premium  is  overdue  aud 
unpaid  is  valid. 

Acceptance  of  a  premium  by  a  company  after 
knowledge  of  a  loss  occurring  while  the  prem- 
ium was  in  default  waives  the  forfeiture,  and 
does  not  merely  revive  the  policy  as  to  the 
future. 

IXCOURECT   ANSWER. 

AVhere  an  applicant  for  insurance  answers 


all  questions  truly,  but  the  agent  who  writes 
the  application,  through  a  misconception  of 
the  purport  of  a  question,  writes  an  incorrect 
answer,  the  company  is  bound. 


Edwards  v.  Arquctte.  IFis.  S.  C,  GO  N.  W.  R.  782. 

ASSIGX'MEXT — LABOR   CLAIM. 

Where  a  policy  on  a  building,  to  secure  a 
claim  for  labor,  insures  onlj'  the  interest  of 
the  applicant,  but  for  an  amount  double  the 
extent  of  such  interest,  intended  by  the  appli- 
cant to  cover  an  additional  claim  for  lumber 
held  by  one  to  whom  he  subsequently  made 
the  policy  payable  to  the  extent  of  such  claim, 
the  company,  on  destruction  of  the  building, 
is  liable  to  the  assignee  to  the  extent  of  the 
applicant's  interest  only,  and  if  the  assignee's 
claim  covers  the  whole  of  such  interest  the 
company  is  not  liable  in  garnishment  to  cred- 
itors of  the  applicant. 


DuiiHfi  r.  Delaware  Ins.  Co. 
R.  (SSO. 


V.    S.    C.    C.    63.    F. 


insurable    INTEREST. 


A  purchaser  in  possession  of  real  estate  un- 
der a  parol  contract  of  sale  has  an   insurable 
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interest  therein,  though  the  oontraet  provides 
that  the  vendee  shall  complete  a  buildinfj 
thereon  within  six  months,  and  the  title  shall 
not  pass  until  such  buildinfr  is  completed,  and 
the  building  burns  before  it  is  completed  ;  the 
puivhase  price  being  paid  and  deed  executed 
after  the  loss  occurs,  and  the  loss  occurring 
before  the  expiration  of  the  six  months. 

FALSE   STATEMENT. 

Where  an  agent  has  full  knowledge  of  as- 
sured's  interest  in  projK'rty  at  the  time  he 
issues  a  jwliey  on  it  which  misstates  assured'.s 
interest,  and  he  issues  the  policy  on  his  own 
kuowledsie,  without  any  statement  or  repre- 
sentation by  the  assured,  the  policy  is  not 
rendered  void  by  a  condition  that  it  shall  be 
void  if  such  interest  be  not  truly  stated. 

VACANCY — agents'    NEOLECT. 

In  an  action  on  a  policy  issued  on  a  buiUlhifr 
not  yet  completed  or  tit  for  occupancy,  it  ap- 
peared that  a  vacancy  permit  for  30  days  was 
indorsed  on  the  policy,  and  defendant's  agent 
promised  assured  that  he  would  indorse  such 
a  i)ermit  on  the  policy  every  30  days  until  the 
work  of  completing  the  building  should  be 
commenced,  or  until  assured  was  otherwise 
uotitied;  that  after  indorsing  such  permit 
twice  the  agent  tailed  to  again  indorse  it  at 
the  proper  time,  by  inadvertence ;  and  that 
the  property  burned  more  than  ten  days  after 
the  permit  expii-ed.  Held,  that  the  condition 
in  the  policy  declaring  it  void  if  the  building 
remained  vacant  for  ten  davs  was  waived. 


Benton  v.  Farmers  Mutual  F.  Ins.  Co..  Mich.    S. 
C.  GO  y.   »'.  R.  091. 

CONTENTS. 

A  policy  on  a  frame  building  and  "contents" 
thei-ein  does  not  cover  property  removed  there- 
from to  a  new  building  on  the  farm. 

A  policy  on  the  "'contents"'  in  a  granary,  or 
in  '"stacks"  on  farm  does  not  cover  grain 
stored  in  another  building  than  the  granary. 

0        o 
o 

Lahell  V.  Georgia  Home  Ins.   Co..  Tex.  CCA. 

28  S.  ir.  R.  133. 

ADDITIONAL    INSURAXCE. 

Where  a  policy  expressly  forbade  other  in- 
surance, the  fact  that  a  clause,  ""Total  insur- 
ance permitted  § ,"  was  not  filled  in,  did 

not  tend  to  show  that  the  amount  of  insur- 
ance was  not  limited. 

Evidence  that  an  adjuster  inspected  the 
stock  after  the  fire,  and  suggested  that  the 
burned  and  unbumed  goods  be  separated,  and 


that  the  assured  did  so  at  some  expense,  does 
not  show  a  waiver  of  a  breach  of  a  condition 
as  to  additional  insurance. 


Hart  ct  al.  v.  Xiayara  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  Wash.  S.  C, 
38  P.  R.  213. 

KNOWLEDGE   OP    AGENT. 

A  company  is  estopped  to  deny  the  existence 
of  facts  known  to  its  solicitor  at  the  time  the  _ 
policy  was  written  by  him,  though  the  policy 
contains  a  clause  that,  "in  any  matter  relat- 
ing to  this  insurance,  no  person,  unless  author- 
ized in  writing,  shall  be  deemed  the  agent  of 
the  company."' 

WATCHMAN    CLAUSE   ON    PASTER. 

A  provision  in  a  policy  that  "it  is  under- 
stood and  agreed  that,  during  such  times  as 
said  mill  is  idle  or  not  in  operation,  a  watch- 
man shall  be  employed  by  the  insured  to  be  in 
and  upon  the  premises  constantly,  day  and 
night,"  appearing  on  a  small  slip  of  paper 
pasted  on  the  face  of  the  policy,  and  having  no 
connection  with  the  warranties  or  clauses  of 
forfeiture  in  the  policy,  is  not  such  a  special 
warranty  on  the  part  of  the  insured  that  its 
breach  will  forfeit  the  policy  or  prevent  re- 
covery, when  the  loss  is  in  no  way  attribu- 
table to  such  breach. 

REPHESENTATIOX. 

The  court  will  hold  a  stipulation  as  to  one  of 
the  conditions  of  the  insurance  contract  to  be 
a  representation,  rather  than  a  warranty, 
where  there  is  any  room  for  doubt. 


Kiernan   v.   Auricidtiiral  Ins.    Co.,  If.    T.   S.   C, 
3U  N.  r.  Supp.  S!)2. 

DIVISIBLE   CONTRACT. 

Where  a  policy,  for  separate  amounts,  on  a 
dwelling  house  and  on  the  furniture  therein, 
provides  that  the  "'entire"  policy  shall  be 
void  if  the  property,  real  or  personal,  should 
be  incumbered,  the  docketing  of  a  judgment 
so  as  to  incumber  the  house  does  not  avoid'  th6 
policy  as  to  the  furniture,  though  it  avoids -it 
as  to  the  house. 


Travelers   Ins.  Co.  v.  Lamplun,   Colo.  C.  A.,  3S 
P.  R.  335. 

APPLICATION. 

Where  a  policy  contains  a  provision  that  "in 
consideration  of  warranties  in  application  for 
this  policy"  the  company  "does  hereby  in- 
sure," the  application,  to  the  extent  of  the 
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warranties  referred  to,  is  a  part  of  the  con- 
tract of  insurance. 

FALSE    STATEMENT. 

The  application  contains  a  statement,  war- 
ranted to  be  true,  that  a  certain  person  was 
assured' s  wife,  and  named  as  the  beneficiary 
in  the  policy.  The  fact  was  that  the  assured 
had  abandoned  his  lawful  wife,  and  was  living 
in  adultery  with  the  person  named  as  his  wife 
in  the  policy.  Held,  that  the  false  statement 
avoided  the  policy. 

*  *  *  * 
LIFE. 

Smith  V.  Xew  England  Mut.  Life  Ins.   Co.,    V.  S. 

C.  C.  A..  63  F.  R.  7G9. 

PREMIUM. 

The  giving  of  a  note  for  a  premium  to  an 
agent,  who  had  no  power  to  postpone  payment 
of  the  premium  or  to  substitute  anything  for 
it,  which  was  never  accepted  by  the  company 
or  brought  to  its  knowledge,  will  not  keep 
alive  a  policy  which  provides  that  the  com- 
pany assumes  no  risk  except  for  that  portion 
of  the  year  for  which  the  premium  shall  have 
been  actually  paid  in  cash  in  advance. 

The  acceptance  of  payment  of  a  quarterly 
premium  and  of  premium  notes  73  days,  50 
days,  120  days,  and  30  days,  respectively,  after 
they  were  due,  in  one  year,  does  not  show 
such  a  course  of  dealing  as  justifies  the  as- 
sured in  believing  that  punctuality  in  paying 
premiums  is  not  required,  soas  to  excuse  delay 
in  paying  premiums  the  following  year. 


Hogue  v.  Minn.  PcMg.  Co.,  Minn.  S.  C.  60  A'.  TT. 
R.  812. 

ASSIGNMENT. 

One  of  the  stipulations  in  a  policy  was  that 
"no  assignment  of  this  policy  shall  be  valid 
unless  made  in  wi-iting  indorsed  hereon,  and 
unless  a  copy  of  such  assignment  shall  be 
given  to  the  company  within  30  days  after  its 
execution."  Held  that,  this  provision  not  be- 
ing one  which  goes  to  the  essence  of  the  con- 
tract, but  being  merely  designed  to  protect 
the  insurer  against  the  danger  of  having  to 
pay  the  policy  twice,  by  requiring  evidence  of 
a  change  of  beneficiaries  to  be  put  in  reliable 
form,  and  promptly  furnished  to  the  company, 
no  one  but  the  insurer  can  avail  himself  of  a 
noncompliance  with  it. 

An  assignment  of  the  policy,  although  not 
indorsed  on  it  or  given  to  the  insurer,  is 
nevertheless  valid  as  between  the  parties  to 
the  assignment. 


Union  Central  Life  Ins.   Co.   v.   Choicning,   Tex. 
C.  C.  T.,  28  S.  W.  R.  117. 

PREMIUM    NOTE. 

A  failure  to  pay  the  premium  note  due  on  a 
policy,  which  provides  that  a  failure  to  pay 
the  premium  notes  when  due  shall  render  the 
policy  null  and  void,  without  notice  to  the 
parties  interested  or  other  action  on  the  part 
of  the  company,  will  render  the  policy  void 
without  any  formal  cancellation  of  the  policy. 

THE   CONTRACT. 

A  written  contract  of  insurance  cannot  be 
varied  or  controlled  by  an  antecedent  or  con- 
temporaneous oral  agreement. 

GENERAL   CUSTOM. 

A  general  custom  of  a  company  not  to  treat 
policies  as  forfeited  by  non-payment  of  prem- 
ium notes  at  maturity,  upon  which  assured 
relied,  will  not  prevail  over  the  written  terms 
of  a  contract  between  the  parties. 

FORFEITURE. 

Where  the  contract  of  insurance  provides 
that,  if  the  premium  notes  are  not  paid  at 
maturity,  the  full  amount  of  the  annual  prem- 
ium shall  be  considered  as  earned  and  payable 
without  reviving  the  policy,  the  fact  that  such 
premium  notes  are  held  after  they  become 
overdue,  and  their  payment  demanded,  does 
not  tend  to  prove  a  waiver  of  forfeiture. 


ACCIDENT. 

DaiUy  v.  Preferred  Masonic  Mut.  Acci.  Assn.,  60 
N.  W.  R.  694. 

MOVING    CARS. 

Where  the  application  for  accident  insur- 
ance contains  no  restriction  as  to  entering  and 
leaving  moving  cars,  but  the  policy  excludes 
risks  so  incurred,  yet  expressly  makes  the  ap- 
plication part  of  the  contract,  an  action  may 
be  maintained  for  an  accident  caused  by  such 

risks. 

0      o 
o  ■ 

Sneck  v.  Travelers  Ins.  Co.,  N.  Y.  S.  C,  30  N.  T. 
Supp.  881. 

LOSS   OF   HAND. 

Whei-e  plaintiff's  hand  was  cut  off  a  short 
distance  above  the  knuckles,  leaving  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  palm  and  a  part  of  the  second 
joint  of  the  thumb,  which  plaintiff  testified 
was  of  considerable  use  to  him,  it  is  not  a  loss 
of  "one  entire  hand,"  within  the  meaning  of 
an  accident  policy. 
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MAlilXK. 
Mnncr  r.  I'l-oviilfnct-fVaghiiniloii  i/i«.  (.'"..  -V.  1'. 
C.  C.  30  X.  Y.  Siipp.  S14. 
The  mere  faot  that  the  owners  of  an  insured 
vessel  agreed  to  carry  goods  to  a  iwint  beyond 
the  limits  of  their  policy,  and  accepted  freight 
therefor,  does  not  avoid  the  ixslicy,  where 
they  afterwards  abandoned  the  trip  before 
commencing  it. 

o        o 
o 

lannuaii  V.  Orient  Iii».  Co..    V.    S.   D.  C,    Ohio. 

63  F.  R.  830. 

OPEN  POLICY. 

A  literal  compliance  with  a  clause  in  an  open 
policy  that  "no  shipment  is  to  be  considered 
as  insured  until  approved  and  indorsed  hereon 
by  this  company"  will  not  be  required  where 
it  apjjears  that  it  was  a  physical  imiwssibility 
to  make  such  indorsements,  no  space  being 
left  therefor,  and.  under  the  settled  method 
of  doing  such  business,  blank  books  were  furn- 
ished by  the  company  in  which  the  insurer 
entered  the  shipment,  etc.,  which  were  ex- 
amined and  adjusted  each  month  by  the  local 
agents. 

A  provision  in  an  open  policy,  "Shipments 
to  be  reixirted  to  the  agents  of  said  company 
at  T.,"'  will  not  be  construed  to  mean  all  ship- 
ments, where  it  was  well  known  to  the  insur- 
er's agents  that  the  insured  did  not  make  it 
a  practice  to  insure  all  shipments,  and  pre- 
vious policies  contained  an  express  agreement 
to  reiwrt  all  shipments. 


Waiver  and  Estoppel. 

.\  Paper  bv  Peter  Wixne,  of  Helena.  Mon. 
(Cuntluued  from  last  montli.) 
On  a  certain  occasion  two  Irishmen  were  out 
late  one  night  and  were  returning  home  in  a 
rather  hilarious  condition ;  they  got  into  a  dis- 
pute as  to  whether  it  was  the  sun  or  the 
moon  that  was  shining  overhead.  Pat  in- 
sisted that  it  was  the  sun  and  Mike  that  it 
was  the  moon,  and  as  they  could  come  to  no 
agreement  within  themselves  they  agreed  to 
refer  it  to  the  first  person  they  should  meet. 
They  soon  met  a  gentleman  and  they  referred 
the  dispute  to  him.  exiilaining  their  disagi-ee- 
ment  as  clearly  as  iwssible.  The  man  was  in 
the  same  condition  as  Pat  and  Mike.  He 
finally  exclaimed:  "Hie — re-al-ly  yo-u'Uhave 
to  ex-kuse-me  as  I'm  a  sth-str-anger  in  this 
part  of  the  country."  Would  it  not  make  any 
of  us  fetl  that  we  would  like  to  be  strangers 
in  a  count ly  where  it  is  the  law  of  the  land 
that  a  policy  could  be  held  as  void   and  valid 


at  the  same  time;  Where  it  could  be  claimed 
and  treated  as  a  contract  on  which  the  com- 
pany will  pay  as  soon  as  certain  requirements 
are  complied  with,  and  the  adjuster  at  the 
same  time  holding  it  void; 

Whenever  the  weight  of  evidence  goes  to 
show  that  a  policy  has  been  issued  incon- 
sistent with  the  facts,  and  the  agent  knew 
the  facts  when  the  policy  was  written,  the 
conditions  are  waived  so  far  as  they  do  not 
agree  with  the  facts  known.  Smith  v.  Farm- 
ers and  Mechanics  Ins.  Co.,  8  Ins.  L.  J.  828 
(S.  C.  Pa.,  May  yg).  Peoria  F.  &  Mut.  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Hall,  12  Mich.  202. 

And  this  should  be  universally  the  case 
where  the  agent  fills  up  the  application  er- 
roneously or  commits  a  fraud  when  the  facts 
are  correctly  stated  by  the  assured.  In  all 
such  cases  the  doctrine  of  estoppel  applies. 
EUenberg  V.  Protective  Mut.  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  8 
Ins.  L.  J.  822  (S.  C.  Penna.  May,  '79.)  Winans 
V.  Allemannia  Ins.  Co.,  38  Wis.  342.  ^^tna 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Maguire,  51  111.  342.  Mechler  v. 
Ins.  Co.,  38  Wis.  665.  Vilas  v.  N.  Y.  Cent. 
Ins.  Co.,  7  Ins.  L.  J.  440  (72 N.  Y.  590).  Miner 
V.  Phenix  Ins.  Co.,  27  Wis.  693. 

If  estoppel  was  not  permitted  to  apply  in 
such  cases  an  innocent  party  would  be  made 
to  suffer.  See  Wood  on  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  179,  and 
Rowley  v.  Empire  Ins.  Co. ,  36  N.  Y.  550. 

W^here  the  company  knows  or  ought  to  know 
the  true  state  of  the  risk,  the  fact  that  the 
assured  or  his  agent  filled  out  the  application 
and  misdescribed  it  (even  admitting  that  the 
.company's  agent  being  the  party  that  filled  it 
out  and  having  been  made  the  agent  of  t]^ 
assured  by  the  conditions  of  the  iwlicy)  seems 
to  be  an  unsettled  question  whether  this  oper- 
ates to  overcome  the  effects  of  the  insurer's 
knowledge  of  the  facts.  Good  authorities  can 
be  cited  to  maintain  either  position. 

In  New  York  the  negative  is  established  by 
Roehrbaek  v.  Germania  Ins.  Co.,  62  N.  Y.  47  {4 
Ins.  L.  J.  737).  Sprague  v.  Holland.- Purchase 
Ins.  Co.,  56  N.  Y.  565. 

In  the  case  of  Roehrbaek,  an  application  was 
signed  by  the  assured  in  which  the  agent  did 
not,  in  filling  out  the  answer,  fully  disclose 
the  exact  nature  of  the  interest  to  the  insui-ed. 
and  as  the  statements  in  the  application  were 
fully  disclosed  to  the  agent  they  were  not 
properly  answered  in  the  application,  and 
as  the  application  was  made  a  part  of  the  iwl- 
icy  and  a  warranty  oti  the  part  of  the  insured, 
the  court  held  to  the  letter  of  the  contract 
that  the  plaintiff  made  a  breach  of  warranty 
and  condition  precedent  '  upon  the  truth  of 
which  the  contract  rests,  and  for  that  reason 
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may  uot  recover  iu  this  action  as  the  facts  now 
stand.  It  was  a  warranty  aud  a  condition 
precedent  to  his  right  to  recover,  and  as  such 
could  not  be  avoided  by  any  consideration, 
'whether  it  was  essential  or  not. 

"While  it  is  true,"  says  the  court,  "that 
insurance  companies  are  often  the  victims  of 
dishonest  aud  desig-ning  persons,  is  it  right 
for  them  to  refuse  to  be  bound  by  the  acts  of 
the  agents  of  their  own  selection  f  And  it  is 
to  be  regretted  that  coi-porations  of  the  power 
and  extensive  business  which  insurance  com- 
panies have,  should  prepare  for  illiterate  and 
confiding  men  contracts  so  practically  de- 
ceptive and  nugatory,  and  should  in  cases  as 
free  from  fraud  and  wrong  on  the  part  of  the 
insured  as  this,  hold  their  customers  to  the 
letter  of  the  agreement  so  entered  into. 
Though  he  has  frankly  and  fully  laid  before 
the  actor  between  him  and  the  defendants  all 
the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case,  he  is 
made  responsible  for  eiTor  in  legal  conclusions 
which  he  never  formed,  and  which  were  ar- 
rived at  by  one  in  whom  he  trusted,  and  whom 
he  supposed  to  stand  in  place  of  the  com- 
pany." 

Let  us  look  at  the  justice  of  such  a  decision; 
even  admitting  that  the  policy  makes  him  the 
agent  of  the  assured,  nevertheless  he  is  still 
the  agent  of  the  company,  he  is  not  divested 
of  his  office  by  being  made  or  deemed  the 
agent  of  the  applicant.  Is  not  this  a  device 
that  is  inconsistent; 

Nearly  all  the  cases  lay  stress  on  the  fact 
that  the  application  was  made  by  the  agent  of 
the  insurers,  who  knowing  the  facts,  mis- 
stated them.  Roth  v.  City  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  6th 
McLane,  U.  S.  321. 

See  Wood  on  Fire  Ins.  843,  where  some  good 
remarks  are  made  on  this  subject  and  where 
he  asks.  "If  a  person  can  rely  on  a  position  in 
law  that  he  knows  to  be  false,  or  on  a  state- 
ment that  he  knows  to  be  a  lie?"  Cole  v.  Bo- 
land.  22  Penna.  St.  431. 

Under  such  circumstances  the  insurer  can 
not  claim  that  he  was  misled,  and  to  permit 
him  to  issue  a  policy  and  to  take  the  benefit 
of  the  contract  knowing  that  he  is  not  liable, 
is  aiding  a  fraud  on  his  part,  especially  utx)n  a 
person  who  intended  no  fraud  upon  him  and 
who  has  been  innocently  led  into  making  a 
misstatement.  Such  a  position  is  at  variance 
with  the  principles  that  underlie  the  doctrine 
of  warranty.  Of  which  the  sale  of  a  blind 
horse  is  an  illustration  and  is  repugnant  to 
that  sense  of  justice  and  morality  which  should 
underlie  the  law.  The  courts  seem  to  be 
ffradually  approaching  a  more  equitable  posi- 


tion on  this  subject  as  shown  by  the  following 
cases.  Beal  v.  Park  Ins.  Co..  16  Wis.  257.  and 
authorities  cited  therein.  McFee  v.  U.  S.  Ins. 
Co.,  2  McCord,  S.  C.  503.  Phenix  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Lawrence,  4  Met.  g  Ky.  Patton  v.  Manufac- 
turers Ins.  Co.,  40  N.  H.  375.  Kreuger  v.  Birm- 
ingham Ins.  Co.,  83  Penn.  St.  64.  Witherell 
V.  Maine  Ins  Co.,  49  Me.  200.  Carroll  v.  Char- 
ter Oak  Ins.  Co.,  40  Barb.  N.  Y.  392.  Colum- 
bia Ins.  Co.  v.  Cooper.  50  Penn.  St.  331.  Win- 
ans  V.  Allemannia  Ins.  Co.,  38  Wiscon.  342. 
Lynchburg  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  West,  12  Ins.  L.  J. 
51  (S.  C.  of  A.  W.  Y.  1SS2). 

Ordinarily  such  previous  knowledge  or  oral 
agreements  will  not  be  admitted  as  evidence 
in  a  suit  at  law  (except  in  such  cases  where 
the  doctrine  of  estoppel  can  and  ought  to  be 
applied).  Barret  v.  Union  Mutual  Ins.  Co.,  7 
Cush.  (Mass.)  175.  Pyndar  v.  American  Mut. 
Ins.  Co.,  12  Cush.  (Mass.)  469.  Jennings  v. 
Chenango  Co.  Mut.  Ins.  Co.  2  Denn.  N.  Y.  75. 

An  insurance  company  will  not  be  allowed 
to  take  advantage  of  the  omissions  of  its 
agents  notwithstanding  the  rule  that  all  parol 
statements  and  negotiations  are  merged  in 
the  written  contract.  Beal  v.  Park  Ins.  Co., 
16  Wis.  257.  and  cases  cited  therein.  Lynch- 
burg Ins.  Co.  V.  West.  12  Ins.  L.  J.  51  (S.  C.  of 
Ass.  W.  Va.). 

To  permit  verbal  testimony  to  show  what 
was  done  by  the  agent  does  not  contradict  the 
written  contract  though  the  application  was 
signed  by  the  party ;  it  proceeds  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  not  his  statement  and  that  the  in- 
surance companj'  by  the  acts  of  their  agent  in 
the  matter,  are  estopped  to  set  up  that  it  is 
the  representation  of  the  assured.  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Wilkinson,  13  Wall.  (U.  S.)  222.  Lynchburg 
Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  West,  12  Ins.  L.  J.  51. 

In  most  of  the  states  the  courts  will  apply 
the  doctrine  of  waiver  and  estoppel,  and  under 
proper  pleadings  admit  the  evidence  as  to  the 
facts,  so  as  to  enable  the  plaintiff  to  maintain 
his  action  for  indemnity  and  uot  compel  a  re- 
sort to  a  court  of  equity  to  reform  the  con- 
tract. May  on  Insurance  2nd  ed.,  605-627. 
Herman's  Law  of  Estoppel.  509-520.  Flanders 
on  Insurance,  180-1S8. 

It  is  clear  that  parol  evidence  in  such  cases 
is  competent,  its  purpose  is  not  to  deny  or  con- 
tradict the  written  contract  of  the  parties, 
but  to  preclude  the  party  who  framed  it  from 
relying  on  omissions  or  improper  conditions,  so 
that  the  risk  should  cover  as  it  was  repre- 
sented to  be.  This  rule  ought  to  apply  in  all 
cases  where  the  actual  favts  were  fully  and 
fairly  disclosed.  North  America  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Throop.  22  Mich.  146  (Ins.  L.  J.  98.)  Ins.  Co.  v. 
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Wilkinson,  13  Wall.  (U.  S.)  222.  (i  Ins.  L.  J. 
607),  and  cases,  Kansas  et  al.  v.  Minnesota 
Farmer's  Mut.  Ins.  Co.,  (S.  C.  Minn..  July,  "83, 
12  Ins.  L.  J.  657.)  Mass.  Mut.  Life  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Robinson,  11  Ins.  L.  J.  162,  (S.  C.  111.  March 
'81).  Maryland  Ins.  Co.  v.  Gusdorf,  sins.  L. 
J.  384.  Kingston  v.  ^^Ctna  Ins.  Co.,  42  Iowa, 
46,  (5  Ins.  L.  J.  352).  L.  &  L.  &  G.  v.  Verdier. 
33  Mich.  138.  Richmond  v.  Ma^uire  Ins.  Co., 
68  N.  Y.  434,  {9  Ins.  L.  J.  117.)  Rowland  v.  Em- 
pire Ins.  Co.,  36  N.  Y.  550.  Commercial  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Ives,  56  111.  402.  Cooper  v.  Farmer's 
Mut.  Ins.  Co..  14  (Wripht)  Penn.  229.  Youn? 
V.  Hartford  Ins.  Co..  6  Ins.  L.  J.  543,  45  la.  377. 
Wood  on  Fire  Insurance,  663,  sees.  400,  402  and 
403  and  authorities  cited  in  the  notes.  Elec- 
tric Light  Ins.  Co.  v.  Fahrenburg,  68  111.  453. 
Deviue  v.  Home  Ins.  Co..  32  Wis.  471.  Camp- 
bell V.  Merchants  Ins.  Co..  37  N.  H.  41.  Beal 
V.  Park  Ins.  Co.,  16  Wis.  257.  Columbia  Ins. 
Co..  V.  Cooper.  50  Penna  St.  231.  Haugh  v. 
City  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  30  Conn.  10.  Mailable  Iron 
Works  V.  Phoenix  Ins.  Co.,  25  Conn.  455.  Kel- 
ly V.  Troy  Ins.  Co.,  3  Wis.  254.  Henckle  v. 
Royal  Ins.  Co..  i  Vesey,  317.  Kenton  Ins.  Co. 
V.  Sheer,  6  Bush,  Ky.  174.  National  Ins.  Co. 
V.  Oraiue,  16  Md.  260.  Emery  v.  Piscataqua 
Ins.  Co.,  52  Me.  322.  Mich.  State  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Lewis,  30  Mich.  41.  Veele  v.  Germania  Ins. 
Co.,  26  Iowa,  9.  Amei'icau  Ins.  Co.  v.  Mahone, 
21  Wall,  (U.  S.)  152.  Ins.  Co.  v,  Earle,  33 
Mich.  143.  Wheeler  v.  AVatertown  Ins.  Co.,  10 
Ins.  L.  J.  354.  Wakefield  v.  Orient  Ins.  Co:,  10 
Ins.  L.  J.  249.  WTiited  v.  Germania  Ins.  Co  ,  76 
N.  Y.  415,  (8  Ins.  L.  J.  368).  Eames  &  Cooley 
V.  Home  Ins.  Co.  N.  Y.  94  U.  S.  621,  (6  Ins.  L. 
J.  689).  Planter's  Ins.  Co.  v.  Sorrels,  (Finn) 
4  Ins.,  L.  J.  195.  These  authorities  either  sus- 
taining the  doctrine  in  part  or  in  pi-inciple, 
are  analogous. 

And  it  is  in  precisely  such  cases  as  this  that 
the  courts  of  law  in  modem  times  have  intro- 
duced the  doctrine  of  estoppel  in  pain.  ;ind  the 
general  principle  is  well  understood  and  ap- 
plied in  courts  of  law  as  well  as  equity,  where 
any  technical  advantage  is  sought  to  be  ob- 
tained by  a  party  who  insists  upon  his  own 
wrong  to  defeat  the  ends  of  justice  or  to  resist 
an  honest  claim.  May  on  Insurance,  1882  ed.' 
page  161.  sec.  143  and  authorities  cited.  Union 
Mutual  Ins.  Co.  v.  Wilkinson,  13  Wall.  U.  S. 
222. 

An  estoppel  in  pain  is  allowed  to  prevent 
fraud  and  injustice,  and  exists  whenever  a 
party  cannot  in  equity  or  justice  take  advant- 
age of  his  own  act  or  negligence.  Rowley  v. 
Empire  Ins.  Co  ,  36  N.  Y.  550.  yEtna  Ins.  Co. 
V.  Olmstead,  21  Mich.  246.    Wood  on  Fire  Ins., 


837-840.  Union  Mutual  Ins.  Co.  v.  Wilkinson, 
13  Wall.  U.  S.  212.  Commercial  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Ives,  56  111.  402.  Brandup  v.  St.  Paul  F.  &  M. 
Ins.  Co.,  (Minn.)  10  Ins.  L.  J.  222. 

It  does  not  look  reasonable  that  the  insurers 
will  have  the  benefit  of  the  contract  and  at 
the  same  time  insist  that  it  never  became  of 
any  effect  for  the  benefit  of  the  insured  or  was 
void  when  made. 

It  is  true  that  some  of  the  state  courts  have 
not  yet  adopted  (in  action  of  law)  the  modern 
.  practice  of  many  other  states,  governing  such 
questions,  l)ut  adhere  to  the  old  rules  and, 
will  not  permit  jjarol  evidence  to  raise  an  es- 
toppel iu  such  cases,  but  will  require  equity 
proceedings  to  reform  the  contract. 

Where  an  agent  in  getting  a  policy,  has  by 
his  own  conduct  misled  parties  into  making  ap- 
plications or  accepting  conditions  under  a  mis- 
apprehension as  to  their  literal  accuracy,  the 
company  is  estopped  by  his  action.  Westches- 
ter Fire  Ins.  Co.  Elrea  &  Reynolds,  5  Ins.  L. 
J.  63,  and  cases  cited  there.  30  Mich.  41 ;  28 
Mich.  173;  16  Mich.  380;  21  Mich.  246;  21  Wal- 
lace, 152;  12  Wall.  285;  12  Wall.  404;  13  Wall. 
222;  20  Wall.  560;  6  Wall.  129;  22  Conn.  175; 
162  B.  (N.  C.)  316. 

The  correct  doeti'ine  would  seem  to  be  where 
there  is  knowledge  bj-  the  insurer  or  his  agent 
at  the  time  when  the  risk  is  taken,  that  the 
company  is  estopped  from  setting  up  a  mis- 
statement in  reference  thereto  in  the  absence 
of  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  assured.  ■  The  Wis- 
consin suin-eme  coui-t  says,  in  Beal  v.  Park 
Ids.  Co.,  16  Wiscon.  257:  "It  appearing  that 
there  was  no  fraud  or  misrepreseutatioiir'com- 
mitted  by  the  assured,  and  everything  relat- 
ing to  the  risk  was  done  with  the  belief  that 
after  the  agents  had  examined  and  visited  the 
premises  the  policy  would  be  filled  so  as  to 
make  it  valid.  An  insurance  company  will  not 
be  allowed  to  take  advantage  of  the  omissions 
of  its  agents,  notwithstanding  the  rule  that 
parol  statements  and  negotiations  are  merged 
in  the  written  contract." 

The  company  was  estopped  from  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  acts  of  its  agents  done  within  , 
the  scope  of  their  authority ;  and  why  should 
not  an  insurance  company  be  estopped  from 
setting  up  the  knowledge  of  its  agents,  as  well 
as  the  party  who  stands  by  and  sees  his  prop- 
erty sold  to  an  innocent  third  party  i 

In  the  case  of  Rowley  v.  Empire  Ins.  Co.,  36 
N.  Y.  285,  FuUerton,  judge,  says  that:  "Hence 
these  agents  render  such  services  as  are  nec- 
essary to  enable  the  contracting  parties  to  at- 
tain their  respective  objects,  the  one  to  insure 
and  the  other  to  be  insured  against  fire ;  to 
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hold  that,  in  performing  these  acts,  touching 
the  very  business  that  must  necessarily  be 
transacted  before  a  policy  can  be  effected,  the 
insurance  broker  becomes  the  agent  of  the  ap- 
plicant for  insurance,  \yould  seem  to  be  an  un- 
necessary and  undesirable  refinement."  It  is 
true  this  case  has  been  overruled  in  New  Yoi-k 
by  Rohrback  v.  Gei'mania  Ins.  Co.,  62  N.  Y.  47, 
but  the  justice  of  and  correctness  of  this  posi- 
tion remains  unanswered. 

While  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  writer  to 
advocate  or  try  to  maintain  a  position  that 
would  relax  any  of  the  sound  and  wholesome 
rules  that  require  integrity  and  good  faith  on 
the  part  of  the  assured ;  and  while  he  would 
hold  the  assured  to  a  strict  compliance  with 
his  contract;  and  while  he  thinks  the  com- 
panies do  not  resist  the  payment  of  as  many 
claims  as  they  should,  the  idea  at  this  jwint  is 
to  eori'fect  the  practice  of  some  offices  as  to  the 
effect  that  the  knowledge  of  the  agent  and  his 
acts  should  have  on  the  contract  where  there 
is  no  fraud. 

{Continued  in  our  next  issue.) 


A  Year's  Insurance  Decisions. 

(Coutluued  from  last  month.) 
MARINE.— A  marine  policy  on  wheat  "at 
and  from"  attaches  immediately  on  loading. 

There  may  be  a  collision  while  the  vessel  is 
in  dock. 

Cancellation  does  not  discharge  the  insurer 
from  liability  for  loss  prior  to  date  of  cancel- 
lation. 

STEAM  BOILER.— A  steam  boiler  insurance 
company  is  not  liable  for  loss  caused  by  fire — 
as,  for  example,  an  explosion  which  is  an  in- 
cident of  a  fire. 

* 

LIFE. — State  laws  govern  state  business. 

Where  a  policy  by  its  terms  becomes  a  paid- 
up  policy  pro  rata,  a  new  policy  for  a  paid-up 
amount  proportional  need  not  be  issued. 

Where  all  beneficiaries  die  before  the  in- 
sured, the  policy  reverts  to  him,  and  is  sub- 
ject to  bequest  and  administration. 

Benefit  of  a  statutory  provision  that  a  life 
insurance  company  cannot  forfeit  a  policy  for 
non-payment  of  premiums,  without  first  giv- 
ing notice,  cannot  be  waived. 

In  the  absence  of  fraud  or  mistake,  all  pre- 
vious verbal  understandings  are  merged  in 
the  written  contract  of  insurance. 

SUICIDE. 

The  exemption  of  '-self-destruction  in  any 
form,  except  on  proof  that  the  same  is  the  di- 


rect result  of  disease  or  accident,"  does  not 
except  liability  for  an  intentional  self-killing 
when  insane. 

DRINKING. 

False  statement  as  to  drinking  habits  are 
immaterial  unless  such  habits  affect  the  health 
of  applicant. 

Proof  of  single  use  of  liquor  does  not  prove 
untrue  the  answer  "None"  to  the  question, 
Do  you  use  alcoholic  stimulants ; 

PREMirM.*. 

Where  premium  is  paid,  and  deposited  to 
the  credit  of  the  broker,  the  conti-act  of  in- 
surance is  held  completed,  though  applicant 
dies  immediately  and  the  policy  is  delivered 
to  the  widow. 

The  possession  of  a  polic.v  is  not  evidence  of 
the  payment  of  the  first  premium. 

While  a  contract  of  life  insurance  may  exist 
without  payment  of  premium  or  delivery  of 
policy,  the  proof  must  be  strong  to  establish 
such  contract. 

CREDITORS. 

Where  wife  pays  premium  on  her  husband's 
life  out  of  her  separate  property,  no  part  of 
the  insurance  money  is  subject  to  the  hus- 
band's debts  as  assets  of  his  estate. 

Policy  payable  to  wife  if  living  or  her  legal 
representatives,  and  otherwise  to  her  chil- 
di-en,  is  not  payable  to  her  administrator, 
though  the  children  be  likewise  dead.  Wife's 
title  is  extinguished  bj'  her  dying  before  her 
husband.  The  creditors  of  her  estate  have 
no  claim  on  the  insurance  fund.  It  is  payable 
to  her  grandchildren,  by  the  laws  of  descent. 

Executors  tendered  creditor  the  amount  of 
loan  made  to  the  insured,  with  interest,  and 
demanded  the  return  of  the  policy  pledged  as 
collateral  security.  Creditor  refused.  Held, 
that  the  tender  extinguished  the  creditor's 
title  to  the  policy. 

ACCIDENT. — Where  an  occupation  is  not 
mentioned  in  manual  it  is  not  classed  as  un- 
insurable. 

Death  from  choking  by  the  accidental  lodg- 
ing of  a  piece  of  beefsteak  in  the  windpipe  is 
death  from  violent  and  accidental  means. 

No  construction  should  be  placed  on  an  acci- 
dent conti-act  that  would  defeat  the  intention 
of  both  parties  to  it. 

In  the  clause  "external,  violent  and  acci- 
dental means"  the  intent  is  that  the  means, 
or  the  cause  of  the  injury,  should  be  external. 

"Immediate"  disability  does  not  cover  dis- 
ability occurring  thirty  days  after  accident. 
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Death  by  inhaling  illuininaliugr  gas,  acvi- 
dontally  csoapiug.  is  within  an  exception 
against  death  by  "inhaling  gas,  or  by  any 
■iurgii-al  oiH>ration." 

The  limitation  "ten  days  from  date  of 
death"  does  not  begin  to  run  until  the  fact  of 
death  has  been  ascertained. 

"Voluntary  exposure"  means  wanton  or 
grossly  imprudent  exiwsure. 

Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life  Association. 

"Settlement"  of  Claims  in  Belfast,  Ireland 
—"Twelve  Months  ok  Kound-Kobin  Neoo- 
tiations." 

The  rumors  of  curious  settlements  of  claims 
which  have  reached  us  in  the  past  (says  Insur- 
ance and  Financial  Gazette  of  Ireland)  are  all 
thrown  into  the  shade  by  the  progress  of  the 
settlement  of  a  Iwal  claim,  which  has  already 
occupied  nearly  twelve  months  and  the  settle- 
ment of  whi<.-h  appears  to  be  as  far  off  now  as 
ever. 

Early  in  December,  1893,  Mr.  Salter,  of  Bel- 
fast, died.  Uiwn  behalf  of  the  widow  and 
children  of  the  deceased,  the  settlement  of  the 
claim  was  pla-ed  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  C.  & 
J.  Black,  solicitors,  Arthur  Square.  The  firm 
proceeded  to  supply  the  company  with  all  the 
information  and  particulars  which  were  re- 
quired ;  but  having  done  so,  and  having  then 
asked  if  the  claim  were  in  order,  and  if  so 
when  the  amount  would  be  paid,  they  could 
obtain  no  information  of  a  satisfactory  charac- 
ter. Of  course  this  state  of  affairs  could  have 
but  one  consummation,  and  in  the  end  accord- 
ingly a  writ  was  served  uiwn  the  company. 

The  insurance  amounted  to  £1,000,  and  tbere 
were  two  proposals  of  £500  each.  It  appears 
that  Mr.  Salter's  original  intention  was  to 
take  out  one  iwlicy  for  £500  only.  Ultimately 
he  decided  to  take  two  out  for  £500  each. 

The  proposals  were  completed,  the  initial 
premium  payments  were  made,  but  delay  in 
the  preparation  and  delivery  of  policies  oc- 
cuiTed,  for  which  the  insured  was  in  no  way 
responsible.  The  policies  are  said  to  have 
reached  Belfast  for  delivery  upon  the  very 
morning  when  it  became  known  that  Mr.  Sal- 
ter was  dead. 

Ufxtn  the  day  of  Mr.  Salter's  death,  another 
payment  upon  the  jwlicies  fell  due,  payable, 
we  beleive,  sixty  days  after  the  date  of  the 
proposal,  or  \i\yon  delivery  of  the  ix)licy.  The 
amount  of  that  payment  was  promptly  ten- 
dered to  the  Mutual  Re.serve,  accompanied 
with  an  intimation  of  the  death  of  the  in- 
sured. That  payment  was  accepted  in  ordi- 
narv  course  by  the  Mutual  Reserve. 


As  lime  continued  to  fly,  the  relationship 
between  the  solicitors  of  the  widow  of  the 
deceased  and  the  officials  of  the  company  in 
London  became  strained. 

Up  to  this  point,  when  the  writ  was  served, 
nothing  very  strange  or  extraordinary  had  oc- 
curred. The  relatives  and  friends  of  the  de- 
ceased were  assiduous  in  their  inquiries  re- 
garding the  financial  condition  of  the  company, 
and  they  slnd  others  were  most  anxious  to  find 
out  if  the  company  were  good  for  £1,000. 

The  three  months  after  the  claim-papers 
were  lodged — when,  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  the  policy,  payment  matures— ex- 
pired, and  of  course  there  was  no  word  of 
payment. 

Three  months  more  elapsed,  and  then  the 
comptroller,  Mr.  Spiers,  visited  Belfast,  called 
upon  the  solicitors,  and  mentioned  that  he  had 
been  thinking  of  offering  £250  in  settlement, 
but  that  he  did  not  see  how  he  could  offer  less 
than  £500.  He  was  told  that  it  was  useless 
making  any  .such  offer. 

It  appears  that  the  offer  of  £500  was  made 
upon  the  curious  assumption  that  Mr.  Salter 
had  been  pressed  to  make  a  second  proposal  for 
£500,  and  that  upon  further  reflection,  if  he  had 
lived,  he  might  have  changed  his  mind  and 
only  maintained  £500  in  force. 

The  .July  negotiations  for  a  settlement  came 
to  nothing,  and  proceedings  at  law  continued 
to  ripen.  Again,  in  the  third  week  of  Septem- 
ber, the  comptroller,  Mr.  Spiers,  came  to  Bel- 
fast and  opened  up  fresh  negotiations  for  a 
settlement.  The  offer  of  £500  was  definitely 
advanced  to  £750,  From  £750  the  amouij^  rose 
to  £800.  An  attempt  was  made  to  get  at  the 
clients  behind  the  back' of  the  solicitors.  £900 
as  a  final  offer  was  made  and  accepted,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  home  (New  Yorli)  office. 
Right  away  a  cable  was  flashed  beneath  the 
Atlantic  advising  Mr.  Harper,  the  president 
of  the  company,  that  Mr.  Salter's  claim  for 
£1,000  had  been  shaved  down  -to  £900,  that 
£100  had  been  .saved  out  of  the  transaction, 
and  requesting  him  to  wire  his  approval. 

In  a  few  hours  a  cablegram  confirming  the 
compromise  came  to  hand,  and  the  relatives  of 
Mr.  Salter  were  informed  that  sending  on  a 
cheque  was  a  mere  formality  which  would  oc- 
cupy but  a  few  days. 

Meantime,  however,  the  end  of  the  month 
is  rapidly  approaching;  it  is  over  a  mouth  con- 
siderably since  Mr.  Spiers  was  here,  and  the 
cheque  has  not  arrived,  and  no  one  appears  to 
know  when  it  will  arrive. 

Just  about  the  time  that  Mr.  Salter  died, 
another  Mutual  Reserve  policyholder  died  in 
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Belfast,    Mr.    Morris,    who   was    insured    for 
£500. 

With  the  full  particulars  of  the  proposal, 
policy,  aud  claim  we  are  not  acquainted,  but 
iu  settlement  that  claim  was  also  shaved,  and 
a  compromise  arranged  for  £250. 

We  are  at  a  perfect  loss  to  understand  the 
conduct  of  the  association.  That  conduct  calls 
for  full  ofBcial  explanation,  and  unless  that 
explanation  is  forthcoming  and  is  then  emi- 
nently satisfactory  the  immediate  results  can- 
not be  otherwise  than  disastrous  in  the  ex- 
treme. 

First  may  be  considered  the  circumstance 
that  the  claims  were  hung'  up  for  over  three 
months,  and  that  neither  during  that  period 
nor  at  the  end  of  it — that  is,  if  we  are  cor- 
rectly informed — did  the  association  deny  or 
admit  liability. 

The  relatives  of  the  deceased  were  kept  in 
a  state  of  anxious  suspense,  unable  to  decide 
if  timely  assistance  would  be  forthcoming  in 
the  hour  of  need,  or  if  in  lieu  of  a  legacy  they 
had  inherited  a  law  suit. 

The  admission  of  liability,  or  the  intimation 
that  liability  was  denied,  either  of  these  steps 
we  could  understand.  The  resort  to  a  policy 
of  masterly  inactivity,  and  what  appears  to  be 
the  systematic  postponement  of  arriving  at 
any  definite  conclusion,  are  calculated  to  give 
rise  to  suspicions  of  a  very  grave  character. 

Fancy  almost  twelve  months  frittered  away 
in  round-robin  negotiations ! 

What  does  it  all  mean  < 

We  cannot  regard  the  haggling  over  the 
settlement  as  otherwi.se  than  as  gi-ossly  dis- 
creditable to  the  Mutual  Reserve  .system  of 
assurance. 

.    Either  the  claims  are  honest  or   they  are 
dishonest. 

If  honest,  the  widow  is  entitled  to  her 
£1,000,  and  it  is  a  fraud 'upon  the  part  of  the 
association  to  deduct  £100;  if  the  claims  are 
dishonest  and  fraudulent,  the  widow  is  not 
entitled  to  a  fraction. 

But  after  all  the  haggling,  after  running 
over  the  gamut  from  £250,  to  £500,  to  £750,  to 
£800,  finally  to  £900,  and  mutually  arranging 
upon  that  sum  as  a  basis  of  settlement,  what 
is  the  explanation  of  the  delay  iu  payment? 

Can  it  be  possible  that  the  association  has 
been  short  of  ready  cash,  and  that  with  them 
time  for  payment  is  an  object ; 


Combined  File  and  Life  Offices. 

The  following  foreign  companies  do  both  a 
fire  and  life  business : 

Anxels.        Life  /Jdhililien. 
Atlas,  Loudon   ...  $  9,890,252  S  7,153,962 

Liv.  &  Lon.  4&  Globe  48,254,205  27,vs,3.i3o 

London  Assurance  .    18.708,000  10.000.273 

Northern  Assurance  22,267,221  14,160.352 

Patriotic         ....      1.741,700  511,605 

Royal 45.430,065  24,582,917 

Royal  Exchange  .   .    20,871,444  10,491,865 

Svea 5,196,707  3>303.939 


"Long  Primer"  Decision. 

The  United  States  circuit  court  for  the 
Western  district  of  Virginia  recently  decided 
that  the  state  statute  requiring  long  primer 
type  in  policies  is  valid,  as  follows : 

Code  Va.  f  3252,  provides  that  a  failure  to 
pei'form  any  condition  of  an  insurance  jjolicy 
issued  after  the  statute  takes  effect  shall  not 
be  a  valid  defense  to  an  action  on  such  policy, 
unless  such  condition  is  printed  in  type  as 
large  or  larger  than  that  known  as  "long 
primer,"  or  is  written  with  pen  and  ink  in  or 
on  the  policy.  Held,  that  such  statute  is 
not  in  conflict  with  any  prov  ision  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  or  of  the  state  of 
Virginia,  aud  is  valid. 


H.  T.  Lamey  aud  four  others  hav^e  organized 
the  Underwriters'  Operative  Co.  at  Denver, 
with  Sio,ooo  capital  stock. 


Sample  Fire  Mutuals. 

(From  the  Coast  Review  Mutual  E.\tn>.) 

There  are  doubtless  many  ill-informed  per- 
sons on  this  Coast  who  "hanker"  after  mutu- 
al fire  insurance  companies,  in  the  belief  that 
they  furnish  cheaper  insurance.  The  rates  of 
the  mutuals  are  lower  than  those  of  the  stock 
companies,  but  the  qualitj'  of  the  indemnity 
is  more  than  correspondingly  inferior.  From 
the  stock  companies  the  claimant  can  demand 
the  indemnity  contracted  for.  From  the  mu- 
tual companies  the  claimant  must  accept  what- 
ever is  offered.  He  has  no  recourse  in  law,  be- 
cause the  chances  of  his  recovery  are  too  slim 
to  warrant  the  expense  of  litigation. 

The  people  of  California  generally  have  had 
little  experience  with  fire  mutuals.  The 
miserable  California  Farmers'  Mutual,  with 
its  claim-scaling  and  sueing  of  members,  is 
nearly  forgotten.  The  law  now  authorizes  the 
organization  of  mutuals,  but  requires  the  ac- 
cumulation of  assets  sufficient  to  protect  iKilicy- 
holders.  It  has  been  proposed,  and  doubtless 
will  be  again  at  this  winter's  session  of  the 
legislature,  to  authorize  the  formation  of  ir- 
responsible fire  mutuals  similar  to  those  in  the 
East.    This  would   not  be  so  bad   a  piece  of 
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lepisliition,  if  the  number  of  such  companies 
could  be  limited ;  but  limitation  being  out  of 
the  question,  there  would  be  a  horde  of  such 
mutuals  organized,  and  they  would  devour 
each  other  and  leave  numberless  unpaid  claims. 

We  present  a  few  samples  of  ^the  resources 
of  such  mutuals  in  Ohio : 

Columbian  County  Mutual,  assets  in  hand, 
office  furniture  only. 

German  Farmers"  Mutual,  •?4,992  cash  assets. 

Mansfield  Mutual,  -*4,795  cash  assets. 

Merchants  &  Manufacturers"  Mutual,  #2,361 
cash  assets. 

People's  Mutual,  ^5  cash  assets. 

Wayne  Co.  Mutual,  $6,315  cash  assets. 

Allen  Co.  Mutual,  cash  assets  S1.38. 

Ashland  Co.   Patrons'   Mutual,  cash  assets, 

*I,,S02. 

Burglary  Insurance. 

The  editor  of  the  Coast  Review,  havinp  re- 
cently been  victimized  himself,  is  of  the  opin- 
ion that  burglary  insurance  would  pay  in  San 
FYancisco.  Burglaries  are  of  daily  occurrence, 
and  the  legal  definition  of  burglary  covers  any 
form  of  felonious  house-entering. 

In  England,  where  burglary  insui'ance  has 
been  more  successful  than  in  America  where 
it  originated,  the  burglary  ix)licy  is  said  to  be 
more  or  less  objectionable,  since,  under  the 
law,  burglary,  housebreaking,  and  larceny  are 
three  distinct  offenses,  and  the  average  man 
supposes  his  policy  covers  each  contingency. 
Such  is  not  the  ease,  though  a  householder 
may  lose  property  through  lai-eeny  as  well  ^s 
burglary. 

Turning  to  the  ever  useful  Webster  we 
read:  BriKiL.vKV,  h.  The  breaking  and  entei-- 
ing  the  dwelling-house  of  another,  in  tlic  itiylit- 
Hme,  with  intent  to  commit  a  felony  therein, 
whether  the  felonious  purpose  be  accomplished 
or  not.     lilacluitiinc. 

In  American  law  the  crime  includes  offenses 
committed  by  day  as  well  as  by  night,  and  in 
other  buildings  than  dwelling-houses ;  and 
various  degrees  of  the  crime  have  been  estab- 
lished by  statute  in  the  several  states.  The 
American  usage  of  the  term  is  much  more  in 
accordance  with  its  etymology  and  with  the 
earlier  u.sage  than  is  the  English.  Buriill. 
The  word  "burglary"  is  from  burgh,  a  town, 
and  hiire,  Fr.,  a  thief. 


them  to  print  their  names  as  authors,  and  we 
shall  reserve  the  right  to  use  the  blue  pencil 
as  freely  as  economy  of  space  or  the  nature  of 
the  subject  may  demand.  The  Coast  Review 
will  give  the  young  men's  views  and  experi- 
ences, and  the  abridged  I'esults  of  their  re- 
searches. 


An  Owl  Night  Fire. 

The  burning  of  two  barns  and  contents  was 
caused  by  an  owl,  according  to  the  Oregon 
City  Courier.  Farmer  Ramsby  was  doing 
chores  early  in  the  morning  and  set  his  lan- 
tern on  a  wagon-seat  so  it  would  shed  light 
ai-ound.  He  then  went  into  the  hay  loft  where 
he  found  an  owl.  The  owl,  on  being  disturbed, 
flew  at  and  upset  and  broke  the  lantern,  and 
the  place  was  immediatelj^  enveloped  in 
fiames. 


New  Oregon  Company. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  for 
the  Farmers'  Co-operative  Fire  Insurance  As- 
sociation of  Oregon  City,  Or.  The  officers  are : 
M.  L.  Moore,  president;  O.  A.  Cheney,  secre- 
tary ;  C.  H.  Dye,  treasurer.  The  receiver  will 
be  appointed  later.  Three-tenths  of  the  pre- 
mium charge  will  be  required  in  cash,  and  re- 
mainder in  note,  subject  to  assessment^and 
litigation.  The  Co-op.  will  "insure"  farm 
property  and  detached  dwellings,  which  are 
alleged  to  be  first-class  risks,  although  the  ex- 
perience of  a  good  many  companies  in  this  field 
is  quite  the  reverse.  The  Co-op.  will  thrive 
for  a  little  while,  of  course;  but  later  will 
come  assessments,  repudiation,  litigaticyi,  and 
"bust-ation,"  if  the  history  of  similaT  vent- 
ures is  repeated. 


To  Young  Insurance  Men. 
To  encourage  study  and  thoughtful  reading, 
the  Coast  Review  will  print  brief  essays  for 
young  insurance  men— clerks,  adjusters  and  lo- 
cal   and    special    agents.      We    shall    expect 


Life  Insurance  "Within  One  Step  of  Perfection. 

Life  insurance  to-day  is  one  of  the  most  pop- 
ular things  that  we  know  of.  People  look  on 
the  life  insurance  solicitor  as  their  friend,  and 
are  often  known  to  stop  and  shake  hands  with 
him  instead  of  crawling  under  the  cellar  door 
to  hide.  Forty  or  fifty  years  ago,  when  life 
insurance  over  in  this  country  was  just  begin- 
ning to  sprout,  the  case  was  different.  Then 
an  agent  who  went  out  to  labor  in  the  vine- 
yard, took  his  life  in  his  own  hands,  so  to 
speak. 

One  reason  for  this  great  popularity  of  life 
insurance  is  the  removal  of  restrictions  from 
the  policies.  A  policy  of  life  insurance  nowa- 
days, in  a  good  company,  is  about  as  simple  as 
the  English  alphabet,  and  about  the  only  thing 
demanded  is  the  payment  of  the  premium. 
When  this  requirement  is  removed  life  insur- 
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ance  may  be  said  to  have  i-eached  the  highest 
stage  of  perfection.  The  suicide  clause,  if 
any,  is  very  broad  and  liberal.  After  two 
years  one  can  go  and  drown  himself  in  a 
clothes  basket,  or  eat  the  greenest  water- 
melon he  can  find,  while  the  conditions  as  to 
travel  are  all  that  could  be  desired.  You  do 
not  have  to  stay  in  the  dooryard  all  day  with 
a  halter  on  you,  but  can  move  out  into  society 
and  the  Indian  reservation  and  enjoy  yourself 
to  the  fullest  extent. 

Many  people  die  soon  after  taking  out  their 
policies,  and  in  this  way  come  out  ahead  of  the 
company  by  sometimes  thousands  of  dollars. 
It  is  certainly  a  source  of  peculiar  gratification 
— the  fact  that  this  may  be  our  lot,  and  that 
while  we  go  under  we  come  out  on  top,  as  it 
were,  lea^ving  behind  us  more  money  than  we 
could  save  in  our  little  tin  savings  bank  in  a 
long  tune. 

It  is  hoped  that  you  who  have  not  insured 
your  life,  but  have  been  saying  that  you  might 
like  enough  do  so  sometime  next  spring  if  you 
can  get  a  good  price  for  your  butter — it  is 
hoped  that  you  will  take  this  matter  home  to 
yourself,  if  your  home  has  not  been  washed 
away  by  the  late  rains,  and  that  you  will  ap- 
ply for  a  policy  before  it  is  everlastingly  too 
late.  Whether  or  not  you  can  get  a  doctor's 
certificate  that  will  satisfy  the  company  that 
you  are  physically  O.  K.  is  another  matter. 
If  you  can  blow  out  a  gas  jet  at  twenty  feet, 
and  eat  an  old  fashioned  suet  pudding  without 
any  appreciably  bad  effects,  the  inference 
follows  that  you  are  a  "good  risk."  It  is  worth 
trying  anyhow. — Grove  Cole. 

New  Partner  Without  Consent  of  Insurer. 

The  New  York  court  of  appeals,  in  Germania 
V.  Home,  decided  that  the  introduction  of  a 
new  partner  without  the  consent  of  the  in- 
surer vitiates  the  insurance  contract.  It  was 
a  change  in  title.  Other  state  and  federal 
courts  have  upheld  this  view.  The  New  York 
court  said : 

We  think  it  perfectly  clear  on  principle  that  the 
sale  of  an  interest  In  the  insured  property  by  Ver- 
dier  to  Brown  and  the  (ormation  of  a  co-partnership 
between  the  two  rendered  the  policy  void. 

It  is  argued  that  the  word  assigns  extends  the 
insurance  to  the  new  partner's  interest.  The  pol- 
icy is  capable  of  no  such  construction:  the  clause 
in  question  is  merely  a  covenant  on  the  part  of  the 
company  with  the  insured  to  pay  him  or  his  legal 
representatives  or  assigns  the  amount  of  the  loss 
that  may  become  due  to  him  under  the  terms  of  the 
policy. 

The  contract  of  insurance  is  peculiarly  personal 
in  its  nature  and  the  success  of  the  business  of  un- 


derwriting depends  largely  upon  what  is  known  as 
the  moral  hazard. 

It  is  a  well  established  principle  of  the  common 
law  that  every  man  has  the  right  to  determine  with 
whom  he  will  enter  Into  contract  obligations. 

An  insurance  company  is  induced  to  issue  or 
withhold  its  policy  after  carefully  scrutinizing  the 
character  of  the  applicant  for  insurance.  It  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  the  company  to  ascertain 
who  is  to  be  vested  with  the  title  and  possession  of 
the  property  sought  to  be  insured. 

It  would  be  a  harsh  and  indefensible  rule  that  re- 
quired the  underwriter,  who  had  insured  an  in- 
dividual on  a  stock  of  goods  in  a  store,  to  continue 
the  insurance  after  the  insured  had  taken  in  two 
partners  and  formed  a  firm  wherein  each  partner 
was  vested  with  an  undivided  third  interest  in  the 
property  covered  by  the  policy,  without  having 
been  afforded  the  opportunity  to  examine  into  the 
moral  and  business  characters  of  two  strangers  to 
the  original  contract. 

This  right  of  the  insurance  company  is  in  no  wise 
invaded  when  this  court  held  that  a  sale  by  one 
partner  to  another  of  his  interest,  where  both  were 
insured,  did  not  avoid  the  policy.  It  is  only  when 
a  stranger  is  to  be  brought  into  contractual  re- 
lations with  the  insurance  company  that  the  con- 
sent of  the  latter  is  essential. 


The  Month. 

FIRE. — Twenty-seven  companies  have  join- 
ed the  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  Board  of  Fire 
Underwriters. 

The  Independence  is  the  name  of  a  new  com- 
pany in  New  York,  to  be  started  this  month 
with  a  capital  of  half  a  million — if.  Behind 
are  the  Beecher-Schenck  organizers. 

The  Equitable  of  Nashville  finds  twenty- 
four  years  experience  enough,  and  will  retire. 

Valued  p<jlicy  bill  defeated  in  Georgia. 

The  war  is  over  in  Iowa. 

Georgia  now  admits  companies  without  ex- 
acting a  deposit,  but  non-depositors  must 
print  in  red  ink  across  the  face  of  the  policy 
the  fact  that  they  have  no  state  deposit.  The 
deposit  law  was  repealed  because  it  kept  good 
companies  out. 

The  New  England  Exchange  tabled  the  res- 
olution to  reduce  commissions. 

Dynamo  motor  insurance  is  the  latest. 

The  window-dresser  in  a  Louisville  cloth- 
ing-store was  preparing  a  snow  scene  for  the 
delight  of  gawks,  and  had  packed  the  "snow" 
(loose  cotton)  around  the  little  incandescent 
lamps.  Suddenly  the  "snow"  burst  into 
flames.  The  heated  globe  had  ignited  the 
cotton. 

The  Sprinkler  Fire  Office  is  the  name  of  a 
new  company  organized  in  Leeds.  Eng.  The 
average  loss  per  sprinkler  fire  in  Great  Brit- 
ain is  S750. 
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Sto;'kholder  Himliiian  of  the  Columbia,  for- 
merly its  San  Fi-unoiseo  general  agent,  has 
asked  for  removal  of  Assignee  Sullivan,  whom 
he  oharjres  with  taking  up  a  personal  note  for 
^iq.Soo.  out  of  the  funds  of  the  eonipany,  using 
its  feileral  bonds  to  i)ay  such  note.  Further, 
tliat  Sullivan  '-fraudulently  and  collusively 
paid  to  the  First  National  Bank  of  Louisville 
.*6o.ooo  to  the  defrauding  the  general  credi- 
tors." Hindman's  affidavit  is  "hot  stuff," 
from,  which  it  appears  that  the  hind  mau.  not 
the  "van"  man.  is  a  "used  up  man,"  as  they 
used  to  say  when  Van  Buren  was  defeated. 

Six  people  are  under  arrest  for  arson,  in  New 
York,  as  the  result  of  one  confession.  Two 
are  women  and  one  is  an  insurance  adjuster. 

James  A.  Silvoy  has  been  promoted  to  the 
first  vice  presidency  of  the  German- American 
Ins.  Co.  of  New  York.  A  well  deserved  ad- 
vancement of  the  real  manager  of  the  com- 
pany. 

AtciDESr.—ThQ  United  States  Mutual 
will  reincoiiwrate  as  a  stock  company,  with 
a  capital  of  $200,000  and  a  surplus  of  Sioo,ooo, 
to  be  dejxjsited  with  the  insurance  depart- 
ment of  New  York.  All  policies  will  hereaf- 
ter be  for  fixed  ju'emiums,  payable  annually 
or  in  installments. 

Ex-president  Midgley  of  the  defunct  Amer- 
ican Casualty  has  been  arrested  on  the  declar- 
ation of  the  auditor  of  a  Long  Island  i-ailroad, 
who  charges  in  his  affidavit  that  the  failure 
of  the  Big'  Injun  company  was  due  to  the 
fraud-officers,  especially  Midgley.  In  default 
of  #20,000  bail  the  ex-president  was  locked  up. 
He  is  accused  of  taking  American  Casualtj' 
money  to  meet  a  pressing  obligation  of  the 
American  Steam  Boiler,  with  which  he  was 
also  officially  connected.  The  directors  of  the 
Baltimore  company  have  also  been  sued  for 
the  deficit  in  its  accounts. 

The  Fidelity  &  Casualty  is  suing  W.  J. 
Aiken  at  Chicago,  for  alleged  libel,  and  asks 
for -^zs-ooo  damages.  Aiken  is  charged  with 
circulating  defamatory  literature. 

An  Iowa  bank  clerk  shot  two  inspectors  of 
the  Fidelity  &  Casualty,  who  were  examin- 
ing his  accounts,  and  then  shot  himself  fatally. 
The  insi)ectors  will  recover.  The  bank  clerk, 
who  handled  thousands  of  dollars,  was  a  de- 
faulter, though  in  receipt  of  the  munificent 
salary  of  $45  a  month.  At  the  funeral  the 
suicide's  pastor  made  a  sensational  speech, 
denouncing  the  in.spectors  and  the  bank  man- 
agers, and  defending  the  bank  clerk  as  the 
frenzied  victim  of  the  inspectors"  insults  and 
bankers"  ijarsimony. 


LlFt:.—Vf.  M.  Elliott,  of  Atlanta,  Ga., 
wrote  a  :Si 00.000  policy  in  the  Mutual  Life  on 
the  life  of  Robt.  Van  Dyke,  who  can  therefore 
"bob  up  serenely,""  henceforth. 

Commissioner  Merrill's  refu.sal  to  admit  the 
American  Union  to  Massachusetts,  because 
the  company's  20  per  i/eiit.  discount  to  charter 
members  was  a  violation  of  the  anti-rebate 
law,  has  been  repeated,  after  consideration 
of  the  new -application. 

The  U.  S.  C.  C.  jury  at  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
g:ave  a  verdiet  for  plaintiff  in  the  Dr.  Fraker 
case.  The  ?!4o,ooo  insurance  was  mainly  in 
"new  line''  companies.  Fraker  is  alleged  to 
have  been  a  woman,  who  disappeared  while 
fishing,  and  was  reported  drowned.  In  a 
similar  case  in  Oregon  the  missing  man  has 
been  found.  The  insurance  had  been  paid  by 
several  societies,  however. 


The  Liebes  Bros.  Case. 

Late  in  i8go  a  fire  occurred  on  the  premises 
of  Liebes  Bros.,  tobacconists,  on  Davis  street, 
San  Francisco.  The  loss  was  total.  A  year 
or  so  ago  the  bookkeeper  declared  that  the 
loss  was  "crooked,"  and  that  three-fourths  of 
the  goods  alleged  to  have  been  burned  were 
not.  He  said  the  firm's  books  had  been  doc- 
tored for  several  years.  Goods  inventoried 
as  burned  were  in  the  bonded  warehouse  or 
were  received  after  the  flre.  So  far  as  we 
know  this  testimony  still  stands.  The  in- 
terested companies  sued  for  the  recovery  of 
the  insurance  money  paid.  Last  month  the 
supreme  court  of  California  decided  for  the 
defendant  tobacconists,  on  technical  gr«tinds 
solelv. 


With  Our  Exchanges. 

The  Insurance  Herald  has  caught  the  calen- 
dar fever,  and  issues  a  novel  one,  the  editor 
being  a  novelist. 

The  Spectator  .speaks  of  "the- New  Hamp- 
shire Fire  of  Massachusetts."  So  that  .com- 
pany Is  not  dead,  as  we  very  much  feared. 
Crumbs  agree  with  it,  clean  or  muddy. 

The  Vindicator  of  New  Orleans  appears  as  a 
Christmas  number  for  December.  It  contains 
many  excellent  portraits  and  clever  articles, 
but  we  note  that  Editor  Brown  spells  Yankee 
with  a  little  "y  "  and  Confederate  with  a  big 
"C."    It  was  the  pi'inter's  fault. 

The  Kansas  City  Insurance  Magazine  in- 
quires and  replies  as  follows :  And  who  are 
the  people  who  call  their  stores  "The  Hub," 
"The  Model,"  "The   Golden   Eagle,"'    "The 
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Royal,"  '-The  United  States,'"  "The  New- 
York "  stores*  They  are  people  who  wish  to 
conceal  their' names. 

The  Record  has  a  Christmas  spread,  with 
the  turkey  left  out,  some  free  advertising  put 
in,  and  Beers  all  round. 

The  Chicago  Tribune's  insurance  depart- 
ment is  made  up  largely  from  the  insurance 
weeklies,  which  derive  much  of  their  news 
from  the  insui'ance  department  of  the  Chicago 
Inter-Ocean. 

The  Holiday  Chronicle  excels  itself  typo- 
graphically this  year,  and  equals  former  num- 
bers in  its  contents.  The  "Passing  Show," 
an  insurance  procession  running  through 
thirty-three  pages,  is  a  happy  conceit  of  the 
editor,  cleverly  executed  by  the  artist.  There 
are  manj^good  take-offs.  State  supervision  is 
represented  by  a  stumbling  old  man  bearing 
a  placard,  "Please  help  the  blind."  Aunty 
Rebate  is  in  the  parade.  Mr.  Hine  is  leading 
by  a  rope  a  captive — a  man  with  a  large  nose. 
The  Universal  Mercantile  Schedule  carries 
aloft  a  "nickel"  margin.  Mrs.  O'Leary'scow 
chases  a  green-looking  girl  labeled  Chicago. 
San  Francisco  and  the  Coast  Review  are  in 
the  procession,  and  not  at  the  tail-end,  either. 

The  Weekly  Underwrite!',  referring  to  the 
recent  publication  of  the  story  of  the  Mariano 
Rubio  life  insurance  swindle,  which  occurred 
many  years  ago,  saj's  that  the  reason  the 
story  has  not  before  appeared  iu  jn-int  is  the 
well-known  caution  of  the  home  office  of  the 
Manhattan  Life.  Indeed !  Well,  the  Coast 
Review  first  printed  the  story  of  the  Rubio 
attempt,  in  June,  1882.  The  interesting  nar- 
rative covered  some  dozen  pages.  The  San 
Francisco  dailies  copied  or  abridged  it.  Years 
afterward  the  decrepit  old  Alta  rehashed  the 
tale  for  a  breakfast  dish.  Now  comes  the 
"enterprising"  Herald  of  New  York  and 
prints  the  Rubio  story  as  something  new ;  and 
the  Weekly  Underwriter  and  the  Investigator 
are  filled  with  wonder.  If  they  will  look  over 
their  '82  files,  in  June  or  July  issues,  they 
will  doubtless  find  Rubio  pai'agraphs. 


Electric  Wiring. 
In  my  opinion  the  most  satisfactory  way  of 
wiring  is  that  which  now  commonly  obtains  in 
London,  and  has  also  been  adopted  by  a  few 
provincial  contractors — namely,  the  distribu- 
tion system,  confining  one's  self  as  far  as  possi- 
ble to  5-ampere  sub-circuits,  each  controlled 
by  a  double-pole  fuse.  The  advantage  of  this 
to  the  consumer  is  considerable,  as  it  allows 


extra  lights  to  be  attached  without  much  ex- 
tra cost,  providing,  of  course,  that  the  con- 
tractor has  allowed  for  this  in  his  mains.  Un- 
fortunately, however,  it  is  hard  to  explain  to 
the  prospective  consumer  that  the  small  ad- 
ditional cost  at  the  outset  will  probably  be  of 
advantage  to  him  later ;  for  a  large  proportion 
of  the  British  public  are  inclined  to  accept  the 
lowest  tender,  their  object  being  to  put  in  the 
light  for  the  present  without  regard  to  the 
future.  As  to  prices  at  which  work  is  ob- 
tained, it  would,  of  course,  be  invidious  on  my 
imrt  to  mention  any  figures;  but  when  one 
sees,  as  I  have  done,  variations  of  as  much  as 
300  per  cent,  in  tenders  to  specification,  one 
cannot  help  feeling  that  there  is  something 
wrong  somewhere.— H.  A.  Henderson,  Esq. 


The  Year  1894. 

It  is  too  soon  to  cast  results  for  1894,  but,  as 
we  have  before  said,  the  probabilities  are  that 
the  year  was  a  good  one  for  fire  offices  and  a 
comparatively  poor  one  for  life  and  other 
olSces. 

FIHE. 

Among  the  principal  events  iu  fire  under- 
writing were — 

The  creation  of  numerous  Lloyds  in  New 
York.  Retirement  of  the  disgusted  Guardian 
fi'om  the  United  States.  Abandonment  of  the 
co-insurance  clause  in  Texas.  Pacific  Insur- 
ance Union  troubles,  and  withdrawl  of  the 
Home  &  Phoenix.  Shameful  failure  of  the 
Columbian,  organized  to  furnish  fire  insurance 
"at  reasonable  rates."  Retirement  of  the 
Oakland  Home,  and  scandalous  condition  of  its 
affairs. 

The  retiring  companies  were  as  follows : 

Boylston  of  Boston,  reinsured  by  German- 
American  and  Pi'ovidence-Washington. 

Burlington  of  Iowa,  with  a  "Brander"  sort 
of  management,  failed. 

Citizens  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  a  Sioo,ooo  cor- 
poration, reinsured  by  Gi'eenwich. 

Columbian,  of  the  Hart  of  Kentucky,  miser- 
ably "fiascoed." 

Dwelling  House  of  Bosting,  reinsured  by 
the  Springfield  Fire,  which  knew  that  this 
particular  Dwelling  House  was  a  good  risk. 

Eagle  of  Cincinnati,  a  small  company,  now- 
nesting  with  the  Commercial  of  Cincinnati, 
another  small  bird  of  a  feather. 

Equitable,    Nashville,    Tenn.,    whose    risks 
are  now  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Palatine 
reinsurer. 

Evausville  of  Indiana,  a  nice,  appetizing 
morsel,  swallowed  by  the  Phenix  of  Brooklyn. 
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Fidelity  of  fiiii-iiinati  wiis  thoujrlit  profit- 
able by  the  WiishiiiLrtoii  of  the  same  Bushy- 
head  Queen  City. 

German  of  Quiney.  111.,  was  swallowed  up 
or  down  by  the  Eusrlish  Manchester  Fire. 

Guardian,  reinsured  in  Fire  Association, 
Union  of  Loudon,  N.  Y.  Underwriters. 

Manufacturers  &  Builders  of  New  York. 
now  dwellers  in  the  jialace  Palatine. 

Massachusetts,  of  Cultureville,  which  by 
considerately  retirintr  announces  the  exist- 
ence of  the  Fireman's  of  the  same  <lisiiti(iiic 
town. 

Mount  Holly  of  N.  J.,  transferred  to  the 
Royal  territory. 

Oakland  Home,  reinsured  by  the  Fireman's 
Fund  and  Milwaukee  Mechaui<'s. 

The  Sf)Uth  Carolina  Home  found  a  better 
home  beneath  the  lars'e  and  hospitable  roof  of 
the  Fire  Association  of  Philadelphia. 

In  addition  to  the  foreg-oinp  the  sickly  Farm- 
ers of  Seattle  found  some  sort  of  shelter  in 
the  dilapidated  State  of  Salem,  Or. 

I.IKK.    (  ASIAl.ITY,    KTC. 

In  these  departments  of  protection  there 
has  been  little  of  a  "stirring-"  nature.  The 
American  Union  Life,  a  high-brid  thing,  was 
Ixirii,  prematurely  it  seeais.  The  Equitable 
Life  retired  from  Prussia.  The  New  York 
Life  underwent  a  triumphant  examination  by 
seven  states'  insurance  departments.  The 
Commercial  Alliance,  professional  reinsurer 
of  assessment  weaklings,  failed.  The  Mutual 
Benefit  hat-passer  of  New  York  bursted, 
leaving  several  hundred  thousand  dollars  un- 
paid death  claims.  The  United  States  Credit 
System  Co.  of  N.  .1.  failed.  The  Mutual  Re- 
serve Fund  became  unusually  conspicuous  in 
resisting  claims,  and  its  examination  was  be- 
gun by  the  New  York  insurance  department. 
The  New  England  Burglary  Co.  was  organized 
in  Boston.  The  Frankfort  Accident  .V  Plate 
Glass  Ins.  Co.  began  business  in  this  country, 
with  Voss,  Conrad  &  Co.  of  San  Francisco  as 
general  agents.  The  Preferred  Accident  of 
New  York,  the  Standai'd  Life  &  Accident  of 
Detroit.  oiHiied  departments  on  the   Pacific 


Australasian  Names. 
One  of  our  officers,  whose  business  chiefly 
lies  in  connection  with  our  general  indexes— 
those  books  which  contain  the  names  of  our 
tens  of  thousands  of  members  spi-ead  all  over 
Australasia— has  handed  us  a  list  of  names  of 
members  which  struck  him  as  peculiar.  They 
are  not  peculiar  in  themselves,  but  certainly 


the  connection  is  somewhat  singular,  as  our 
readers  will  see.  We  have  a  Body  and  aSoul. 
Having  the  former  we  have  a  Head,  Scull. 
Brain.  Hair.  Face,  Eyes.  Temple,  Chin.  Tooth. 
Pallett.  Tongue  and  Cheek!  We  have  Blood 
and  also  Vains.  We  have  a  Fi-ame  with 
Bones.  Joynts,  Arms,  Hands,  Palms,  Flngei's. 
Leggs.  Knees,  and  at  least  one  Foot  with  Toe. 
Heal  and  Sole.  We  of  coui'se  have  a  Hart 
and  we  have  a  Back,  and  with  all  these  it  is 
not  surprising  that  we  have  both  Hight  and 
Weight.  Being  a  life  assurance  office  we 
look  for  Death  amongst  us,  and  lo !  it  Is 
thei-e  ! — Mutual  Provident  Messenger. 


The  Press  on  the  P.  I.  U. 

The  semi-annual  "crisis"  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Pacific  In.sui-anee  Union  has  affoi-ded  the 
press  of  the  Pacific  Coast  material  for  stereo- 
tyjied  "insurance  cinch'' editorials.  For  the 
amusement  of  our  readers  numerous  press 
clippings  were  preserved  by  the  editor,  with 
the  intention  of  reprinting  a  few  of  the  more 
characteristic  utterances,  but  on  more  careful 
examination  we  find  they  are  all  substantially 
alike.  The  Pacific  Coast  editors,  who  are  not 
worse  nor  better  than  their  Eastern  fellows, 
have  been  parrots  in  the  discussion  of  the  al- 
leged insurance  crisis,  repeating  each  other 
with  a  monotonous  refrain  of  "monopoly." 
"trust."  "extortionate  rates,"  "insurance  pi- 
rates." etc.  To  read  one  is  equivalent  to 
reading  all.  The  editorial  discussion  of  the 
Pacific  Insui-ance  Union,  especially  here  in 
California,  presents  humiliating  evidence  of 
an  ignorance  which  is  only  equaled  bj,  the 
manifest  contempt  for  facts.  * 

The  Visalia  Times  sighs  for  a  law  which 
will  authorize  the  organization  of  mutuals,  the 
editor  not  knowing  that  thei'e  is  such  a  law. 

The  Fresno  Republican  dwells  on  the  "im- 
mense profits  of  the  trust,"  but  gives  no  fig- 
ures— nothing  but  "glittering  generalities" 
for  gudgeons. 

The  Colusa  Sun  says  there  can  be  no  legiti- 
mate objection  to  a  valued  policy  law,  but  the 
insurance  companies  brought  New  Hampshire 
to  terms  and  made  her  repeal  the  valued  poi-' 
icy  law.  This  is  news  Indeed.  The  valued 
policy  law  encoui'ages  incendiarism  but  accord- 
ing to  this  countrv  editor  such  a  law  can  not 
be  "legitimately"  objected  to.  This  Sun 
seems  to  have  more  heat  and  less  light  than 
the  average  country  sheet. 

The  Kingman,  A.  T.,  Miner,  whose  editor  is 
a  first-class  underwriter  who  finds  editing  a 
country  paper  more  profitable  than  managing 
an  insui'auce  agencv  in  San   Francisco,  says 
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the  rates  in  California  are  "out  of  all  pi'opor- 
tion  comijared  to  rates  charg'ed  in  Eastern 
states.'"  Of  course  the  Kingman  man  knows 
better,  since  of  course  he  would  not  discuss 
insurance  if  ignorant  of  the  subject.  Rates 
are  as  low  in  San  Francisco  and  California 
generally  as  in  any  Eastern  section  where 
wooden  building's  are  the  rule. 

The  Stockton  Independent  declares  that  the 
Pacific  Insurance  Union  is  "an  organization 
to  extort  money  from  the  insured."  This  In- 
dependent editor  is  not  fool  enough  to  believe 
that,  for  he  knows  something  of  the  record  of 
the  Alta  Fire  in  his  own  city.  To  extort,  in 
this  case,  is  to  take  more  than  the  indemnity 
is  worth,  under  compulsion.  There  has  been 
no  compulsion,  for  there  have  always  been 
companies  outside  of  the  union.  There  has 
been  no  extortion,  for  the  average  rate  is  the 
same  to-day  as  when  there  was  no  compact : 
and  at  the  prevailing  rate  the  Alta,  Commer- 
cial. Western,  California,  State  Investment, 
Oakland  Home,  Southern  California,  all  Cali- 
fornia companies,  failed  to  make  money,  and 
retired  from  business:  and  numerous  non-resi- 
dent companies  retired  from  the  state. 
* 

In  the  foregoing  paragraphs,  presenting  sam- 
ple country  editorial  fragments,  we  have 
shown  that  newspaper  criticisms  on  the  Paci- 
fic Insurance  Union,  and  newspaper  assertions, 
have  not  been  based  on  facts,  and  are  mani- 
festly the  utterances  of  demagogues. 


Christmas  Festival  Fires. 

The  daily  press  reports  several  fires  result- 
ing from  the  observance  of  last  Christmas. 
The  inflammable  Christmas  tree  or  the  equally 
inflammable  decorations  caught  Are.  and  the 
church  or  hall  or  home  either  burned  to  the 
ground  or  narrowly  escaped  destruction. 

The  Christmas  observance  at  Silver  Lake, 
Or.,  ended  in  an  unusually  distressing  trag- 
edj'.  The  country  folk,  men,  women,  and 
children,  about  200  souls,  had  assembled  in 
the  village  hall  on  Christmas  eve  to  eujoy  a 
varied  entertainment.  Poor  amusement- 
starved  creatures !  There  was  the  customary 
present-laden  tree,  and  wall  decorations  of  flr 
boughs.  A  careless  man,  standing  on  a  chair 
bumped  his  head  against  a  suspended  lamp. 
The  kerosene  was  driven  into  the  burner,  and 
a  flame  shot  up  to  the  ceiling.  Cool  heads 
would  have  extinguished  the  flames,  or  thrown 
the  burning  lamp  from  the  building:  but  a 
panic-stricken  man  struck  the  lamp  to  the  floor 
with  his  coat.  The  oil  was  scattered,  and  in 
a  flash  a  wall  of  fire  rose  between  the  specta- 


tors and  the  stairs.     Eight  men.  sixteen  wom- 
en and  sixteen  children  perished  miserably. 

THE   CHURCH    RI.SK. 

Church  buildings  are  exceptionally  hazard- 
ous risks  in  the  United  States,  partly  fi-om 
Christmas  celebrations  and  festival  decora- 
tions generally,  but  principally  from  furnaces, 
incendiarism  and  lightning.  Accoi'ding  to  the 
Chronicle  Fire  Tables  279  churches  were 
burned  in  this  counti\v  in  1893,  with  a  property' 
loss  of  81.605,383  and  an  insurance  loss  of 
S846.828. 

Now  compare  this  with  the  saloon  record, 
which  is  supposed  to  be  about  as  bad  as  fire 
makes  'em.  The  Tables  show  the  same  prop- 
erty loss  and  ten  per  cent,  more  insurance 
loss.  The  saloon  figui-es  given  are  ;  jn-operty 
loss,  $1,615.300 ;  insurance  loss,  15944,270.  There 
were  about  four  times  as  many  saloon  fires, 
but  there  are  doubtless  between  ten  and  a 
hundi-ed  times  as  many  gin-mills  as  churches. 
It  can  be  truly  said,  speaking  roundly,  that 
the  property  and  insurance  losses  on  churches 
in  the  United  States  equal  those  on  the  retail 
liquor  stores. 

It  is  noteworthy,  too.  that  a  majority  of  the 
saloon  fires  are  from  "exposures."  while 
church  fires  from  this  source  are  only  a  small 
jjerceutage  of  the  total.  Ten  per  cent,  of  the 
church  fires  were  caused  by  lightning. 


Holiday  Reminders. 

Several  insurance  papers  got  out  .special 
holiday  numbers — notably  the  Chronicle  of 
New  York. 

The  New  York  Life  Insurance  Company's 
calendar  consists  of  four  floral  pieces,  repre- 
senting the  sea.sons.     It  is  vei-y  handsome. 

W  J.  Callingham,  of  the  Scottish  Union  and 
the  Orient,  issued  a  Christmastide  card  with 
a  signature  that  looks  well  at  the  bottom  of  a 
check. 

Some  oftice — we  forget  which,  no  sample 
having  i-eached  us — presents  its  friends  with 
a  monster  lead  pencil  two  feet  long  by  one 
inch  in  diameter.  Attached  thereto  by  a  cord 
is  a  tiny  note-book  two  inches  long  and  one 
inch  broad. 

The  Continental  Fire  Ins.  Co.  calendar  is  a 
pretty  card  in  colors,  picturing  a  boat  load  of 
children,  with  a  boy  a  la  Washington  standing 
in  the  bow.  They  are  "crossing  the  Dela- 
ware"— no.  a  pond.  By  the  way.  why  shoukhrt 
this  Continental  cross  the  big  pond,  and  tackle 
the  Britisher  on  his  own  island; 
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The  C.  W.  Holden  agency  at  Boston  favor 
us  with  a  "peerless  daily  calendar,"  every 
iiKMnorandum  page  beiujr  embroidered  with  in- 
formation and  sugfrestive  hints. 

Columbia  pad  calendar,  by  Pope  Mfjr.  Co. 
A  serviceable  desk  calendar,  better  than  any- 
thinfr  of  the  kind  by  an  insurance  company. 
Sent  on  receipt  of  ten  cents,   Hartford,  Conn. 

The  Christmas  number  of  the  United  States 
Life's  Infrleside  sustains  its  srood  reputation 
as  to  typojrraphy  and  contents.  There  are 
pictui-es  g-alore  and  the  usual  story  with  a  life 
insurance  moral. 

The  National  Life  Insurance  Company  of 
Vermont  presents  its  friends  with  a  fine  "al- 
bertyiK!"'  of  the  battle  of  Benning-ton,  which 
occurred  August  i6,  1777.  There  ought  to  be 
more  of  these  Revolutionary  pictures.  They 
are  truly  National.  General  Agent  Stolp  is  to 
be  congi'atulated  on  this  happy  selection  of  a 
National  battle  on  Vermont  soil,  by  a  National 
Life  Insurance  Company,  whose  headquarters 
are  in  a  Vermont  city. 

The  Fireman's  Fund  always  italicises  the 
holiday  season  with  a  unique  gift  to  its  agents. 
This  year  the  company  presents  a  timely  holi- 
day reminder — a  stem-winder,  l)y-the-way.  It 
is  a  watch,  such  as  our  fore-dads  carried  seve- 
ral hundred  years  ago,  when  pocket  uhrs  were 
first  invented,  and  were  called  "eggs." 
Accompanying  this  jxicket  clock  is  the  mod- 
estly expressed  wish  that  it  may  record  many 
happy  and  prosperous  hours  during  the  new 
year,  1895. 

The  .iEtna  Insurance  Company's  calendar  is 
a  handsome  card  with  a  paste-board  frame.  In 
the  distance  is  the  volcano.  In  the  fore- 
ground are  two  tiny  tots  who  are  depicted  as 
discovei'ing  a  bird's-nest  full  of  baby  birds,  in 
a  low  bush.  The  sui-prise  of  the  children  could 
not  be  .greater  than  ours  on  the  discovery  of  a 
bird's-nest  so  near  the  ground  in  a  frequented 
spot.  Why  didn't  the  mother-birds  nest  in 
the  overhanging  tree  above ;  What  means 
the  query ''Are  they  insured?"  Who?  What; 
The  children  or  the  birds?  Is  a  life  office 
meant?  No;  it  is  the  -(Etna  (Fire),  for  we 
read  at  the  side :  Losses  paid  in  76  years  over 
$74,500,000;  cash  capital,  ^4, 000.000.  These  are 
the  creditable  figures  of  the  JEXna,  (Fire)  Ins. 
Co.  of  Hartford. 


The  Insurance  Exchange  of  Atlanta  charges 
f  1.25  extra  where  the  premium  is  less  than  §5, 
and  a  25  cents  fee  for  a  transfer  or  an  endorse- 
ment. 


Rule  as  to  Exposures. 

Victoria,  B.  C,  i8th  Dec,  i'894. 
Editor  The  Coast  Jiecieir: 

The  following  rule  limiting  the  number  of 
exposures  to  be  counted  in  making  the  rate  on 
any  risk  in  a  frame  range  appears  in  the  sev- 
eral Books  of  Kates  issued  by  the  P.  I.  U. 
(l)age  31,  book  3,  for  instance.) 

Under  the  above  table  exposures  need  be 
counted  only  to  such  distances  as  will  embrace 
three  (3)  buildings  (see  rule  7,  page  34)  so  sit- 
uated on  each  side  of  or  around  the  corner 
from  a  proposed  risk  as  to  be  within  10  feet  of 
any  portion  of  any  of  the  buildings  forming 
the  range  in  which  the  risk  is  located ;  the 
basis  rate  to  be  taken  from  within  the  same 
limits. 

I  would  like  to  know  whether  this  means 
the  three  exposures  immediately  adjoining 
the  risk  or  any  three  on  one  side  one  likes  to 
count ;  For  instance  a  range  consisting  en- 
tirely of  dwelling  houses  is  to  be  preferred  to 
a  I'ange  containing  a  Chinese  laundry  as  the 
fourth  exposure,  and  from  the  wording  of  the 
latter  portion  of  the  rule  "as  to  bo  within  ten 
feet  of  any  portion  of  any  of  the  buildings 
foi-ming  the  range,"  one  would  conclude  that 
any  three  could  be  charged  for. 

Otey's  manual  says  distinctly  that  the 
range  consists  of  seven  buildings  only,  count- 
ing three  on  each  side  of  the  ri.sk:  and  while 
this  is  no  doubt  the  universal  method  of  count- 
ing exposures,  yet,  sir,  it  is  not  sound  under- 
writing, in  my  opinion,  and  the  rule  as  it 
stands  is  not  very  explicit. 

Trusting  to  be  favored  with  the  opin_ji»n  of 
some  of  your  readers  better  conversant  with 
these  rules  than  I  am, 

I  subscribe  myself, 
-    V.  I. 

Items.— The  average  number  of  working- 
men  emplo.ved  in  1894  was  12  per  cent,  less 
than  in  1892.  In  1893  the  average  was  17  per 
cent.  less. — The  local  press  of  California  is 
urging  insurance  legislation  with  significant 
unanimity.  Who  is  pulling  the  string? — The 
i-egistration  of  Chicago  in  November  was' 
greater  than  that  of  New  York. — Mt.  Tacoma, 
as  they  call  it  in  Tacoma,  or  Mt.  Rainier,  as 
they  call  it  in  Seattle,  has  a  defective  flue.  It 
is  a  case  of  inherent  vice.  The  insurance,  if 
any,  does  not  cover  loss,  if  any. — The  State  of 
Salem  wants  the  people  of  Oregon  to  keep 
their  "money  at  home" — that  is  to  say,  in 
the  state— by  insuring  in  the  State.  We  are 
ready  to  admit  that  the  State  will  thereby 
keep  the  people's  money,  and  keep  it  at  home.. 
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Fire  Insurance  by  the  State. 

From  the  Insurance   Spectator,  London :     It 
is  impossible  for  the  government  to  operate  as 
advantageously  as  private  offices  are  working. 
Not  .only  would    the  state   be  unable   to  find 
equally  efficient  and  zealous  agents  as  those 
in  the  companies'  service,  but  could  not  even 
secure  the  same  representatives,  because  the 
bureaucratic  principles  of  the  civil  service  are 
adverse  to  such  an  innovation.     Yet  the  fact 
is    indisputable   that  fire    insurance   requires 
the  most  careful  management,  and  that  offices 
whose  agents  lack  foresight  or  experience  are 
invariably   doomed    to   failure.     The   scale   of 
premiums  offers  no  reliable   guide,  as  there 
are   no   end    of  risks   which  do    not    classify 
under  any  heading  whatever.     A  company  can 
and  does  decline  business  of  a  very  risky  char- 
acter.    The   agents  are,  moreover,   aware   of 
the   precautions  against    the   outbreak    of    a 
conflagration     the    proprietors     of     factories 
should    take,  and  frequently  induce  them  to 
undergo  considerable  expense  in  order  to  make 
their   establishments    insurable   on  compara- 
tively moderate  terms.     Thus   the  offices  and 
their  clients  work  hand  in  hand  for  their  mu- 
tual benefit,  because  it  rests  with   the  former 
to  accept  or  refuse  the  insurance.     The  state 
is,  on  the  other  hand,  bound   to  undertake 
every  risk,  whilst  the  insurance  is  compulsory 
for    the    public.      In    future,    therefore,    the 
owner  of  a  factory  has  no  interest  in  the  mat- 
ter, and  will  certainly  avoid  all  expenses  for 
improvements   which    may   either  prevent  a 
fire  or  limit  its  extent.     The  same  rule   ap- 
plies  to  dwelling    houses.     There   are   many 
districts  much  more  exposed  to  danger  than 
others,  and  also  houses  in  one  and  the  same 
district  which  may  incur  particular  risk  on 
account   of    the    tenants'   carelessness  or  on 
other  grounds.     The  companies,  consequently, 
divide  their  risks  as  to  locality   by  limiting  it 
for  each  quarter.     In  case  of  a  great  disaster 
in  one  part  of  a  town,  their  losses  are  seldom 
overwhelmingly  large,  and  as  a  rule,  remain 
well  within  the  percentage  upon  which  the 
premiums  are  based.     But  the  state  as  monop- 
olist bears    the  whole  loss,  wherever  the  dis- 
asters occur.     Although   it   may  be  said   that 
the  government  is  also  in  receipt  of  all  pre- 
miums, experience  throughout  the  world  has 
taught  that  no  office  or  association  of  compan- 
ies can  exist  without  judiciously  limiting  its 
risks.     Last,  but  by  no  means  least,  the  state 
cannot  i-einsure,  as  it  would  be  inadmissible 
to  avail  itself  of  the  assistance  of  foreign  com- 
panies.    Instead  of  securing  a  large  profit,  the 
government  would  most  likely  lose  untold  mil- 


lions, provided  the  present  tariffs  were  main- 
tained. This  loss  means  an  extra  charge 
for  the  taxpayer,  whether  in  form  of  enhanced 
premiums  or  in  any  other  shape.  Competition 
being  abolished,  the  state  could  practically 
charge  any  percentage  it  might  consider  ex- 
pedient. 

Arson. 

A  Colorado  court  has  decided  that  setting 
fire  to  one's  own  house  is  not  arson  in  that 
state.  Generally  the  law  defines  arson  as  the 
willful  firing  of  a  dwelling,  or  building  of  any 
kind,  or  ship;  but  Arkansas,  Colorado  and  sev- 
eral other  states  define  arson  as  the  malicious 
and  voluntary  firing  of  another  person's  build- 
ing or  ship.  The  theory  of  justice  which  al- 
most universally  forbids  a  man's  doing  what 
he  pleases  with  his  own  in  this  respect,  we 
suppose,  is  that  his  property  is  not  entirely  his 
own — that  society  has  a  tax  lien  on  the  prem- 
ises, and  that  a  man's  heirs  have  a  sort  of 
deferred  interest  wliich  is  entitled  to  protec- 
tion. We  all  will  agree  that  the  law  ought 
to  make  the  crime  of  arson  cover  the  willful 
destruction  of  one's  own  property  by  fire, 
whether  other  property  is  endangered  or  not. 


Classified  Fire  Loss  Table. 

Our  table  of  classified  Coast  losses,  printed 
elsewhere,  is  an  interesting  compilation  of 
monthly  fires  according  to  the  character  of  the 
risk  burned.  It  should  be  understood  that 
not  all  the  risks  burned  are  included  in  the 
compilation,  but  only  the  general  fii-es  and 
those  where  the  fire  is  believed  to  have  origi- 
nated, and  where  the  insurance  loss  was  Sioa 
or  more.  The  table  is  substantially  correct. 
No  doubt  there  is  room  for  improvement,  how- 
ever. We  welcome  suggestions.  Our  classi- 
fication is  somewhat  arbiti-ary,  but  it  is 
about  the  best  we  could  do  with  our  materials. 

As  usual,  the  largest  number  of  fires  oc- 
curred in  July,  which  is  the  dryest  month  of 
the  year.  The  dwelling  risk  exceeds  all  others 
in  number  of  fires,  and  next  are  frame  build- 
ings and  store  buildings  and  contents,  which 
should  be  grouped  together.  Probably  the 
majority  of  the  frame  building  fires,  "con- 
tents not  named,"  were  country  stores,  and 
the  remainder  were  blacksmith  and  carpenter 
shops  and  the  like. 

If  the  fire  offices  will  instruct  their  clerks  to 
be  a  little  more  careful  in  reporting  fire  losses 
to  the  Coast  Review  we  shall  take  pleasure  in 
compiling  a  more  interesting,  perhaps  a  more 
serviceable,  table  of  Coast  fire  losses  accoi'd- 
ing  to  class  and  month. 
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Commercial  Alliance  Life  Ins.  Co. 

Allhout-'li  tliis  iialural-prciiiiiiiu-assessment 
hybrid  oombiiiiition  was  capitalized,  and  pn  - 
fessed  to  follow  old-lino  methods  in  atvuniu- 
latinf;  a  reserve,  it  was  always  essentially  a 
"uew-line"  company,  and  depended  on  term 
business,  and  made  a  specialty  of  re-insurinfr 
hat-passers  without  medical  examinations. 
The  nianafremeut  was  as  reckless  as  it  was  in- 
comjietent.  The  unpaid  death  losses  of  this 
"skin"  company  are  about  .^150.000;  but  the 
reserve  liability  is  merely  nominal.  The  Com- 
mercialUnlon  (old-line)  Alliance  (assessment). 
doing'  a  term  business,  can  not  fairly  be  classed 
as  an  old-line  company. 

National  Life  of  Washington. 

Some  years  asro  the  Coast  Review  related 
the  peculiar  ways  whereby  this  company  was 
beintr  Purberized.  To  some  of  our  readers 
the  following  parafrraph  from  the  Surveyor  of 
New  York  may  prove  interesting : 

H.  J.  Furber.  formerly  known  as  connected,  and 
subse(|uently  disconnected  with  the  Universal- 
Guardiiin-North-.\merica-Charter-Oak  and  other 
moribuuds,  was  in  town  recently.  The  report  is 
that  he  came  to  sell  the  skeleton  of  the  Jay  Cooke 
National  to  several  New  York  gentlemen  of  promo- 
tive proclivities.  The  "deal"  did  not  come  to  a 
purchase:  and  Furber  has  his  National  yet  on 
hand.  In  the  lauKua^e  of  the  purveyor  of  "stiffs" 
for  a  medical  college,  when  he  was  asked,  "Jim. 
how"s  tradey"  "Tom,  corpses  is  dull:  too  many  in 
the  market." 


The  Catherine  Qing  Case. 

The  San  Francisco  Chronicle,  in  an  article 
on  "life  insurance,"  says  of  the  case  of  Cath- 
erine Giug,  who  was  reported  murdered  re- 
cently in  Minneapolis : 

"It  appears  from  late  developments  that  she 
carried  five  insurance  policies  on  her  life,  of 
§5.000  each,  and  that  the  motive  for  her  mur- 
der was  to  secure  the  amount  of  this  insur- 
ance. Who  the  beneficiary  \vas  has  not  tran- 
spii-ed,  but  it  was  probably  Harry  Hayward, 
one  of  her  murderers.  But  why  sliould  any 
reputable  companies  allow  Catherine  Ging  to 
insure  her  life  with  them  for  .■<25,ooo  in  favor 
of  Harry  Hayward ;  There  will  have  to  be  an 
overhauling  of  life  insurance  business  before 
very  long,  and  legal  restrictions  placed  upon 
the  methods  in  which  some  of  the  companies 
conduct  their  business." 

This  is  a  fair  specimen  of  newspaper  logic  and 
information.  First,  it  is  assumed  that  the 
Ging  woman  carried  ^25,000  of  life  insurance, 
and  the  sole  motive  for  her  alleged  murder  was 


the  insurance  mone.v.  Secondly,  although  the 
name  of  the  beneficiary  has  not  tran.sjnred,  it 
is  coolly  assumed  that  "it  was  probably  Hay- 
ward. one  of  her  murderers."  Thirdly,  the 
able  editor  wonders  why  reputable  com- 
panies should  insure  her  life  for  H. 's  benefit. 
Fourthly,  from  the  premises  based  on  the 
fabric  of  a  fog,  the  conclusion  is  reached 
in  the  light  upper  story  of  the  editorial  sanc- 
tum thatthe  business  of  life  insurance  "be- 
fore long"  must  be  overhauled  and  legally  re- 
stric-ted  by  legislators  as  ignorant  as  the  edi- 
tor himself. 

The  intelligent  reader  who  is  not  the  editor 
of  a  daily  newspaper  need  hardly  be  reminded 
that  all  "reputable"  life  insurance  companies 
— and  there  are  no  other  kind — require  bene- 
ficiaries to  have  an  insurable  interest,  and 
that  an  unrelated  person,  a  dependent  or  a 
creditor  may  have  an  insurable  interest  in  the 
life  of  the  insured;  and -further  that  any  per- 
son may  insure  his  or  her  life  in  any  sum 
which  the  company  may  care  to  write,  payable 
to  his  or  her  estate,  subject  to  subsequent  be- 
quest. This  is  the  law,  as  well  as  the  prac- 
tice of  life  insurance;  and  no  further  "legal 
restrictions,"  as  urged  by  the  Chronicle  man, 
can  add  to  the  protection  of  life  and  allow  the 
policyholder  the  right  to  dispose  of  his  estate. 


Home  Life  Insurance  Company. 

Referring  to  the  floating  item  to  the  effect 
that  this  New  York  life  office  is  1;aking  over 
Commercial  Alliance  policyholders  with  a  med- 
ical examination,  on  advantageous  terms,  Mr. 
MuiTay  of  the  Home  Life  writes  to  thenCoast 
Review  as  follows : 

"The  Home  Life  Insurance  Company  is  not 
'taking  over'  Commercial  Alliance  policyhold- 
ers on  advantageous  terms,  medical  examina- 
tion included.  It  is  not  the  practice  of  this 
company  to  make  any  discriminations  between 
policyholders,  and  any  statement  to  the  con- 
trary is  deliberate  falsi fieatiou  of  facts. 

"There  is  only  one  way  by  which  a  person 
can  secure  a  policy  in  the  Home  Life  Insur- 
ance Co.,  and  that  is,  by  passing  a  satisfactory 
medical  examination,  and  paying  the  premium 
accoi'ding  to  the  table  of  rates  published  by 
the  company." 

The  Coast  Review  begs  to  add  that  a  state- 
ment to  the  contrary  might  be  made  without 
"a  deliberate  falsification  of  facts."'  Was  not 
our  correspondent  somewhat  inconsiderate  in 
the  use  of  words  * 


The  Palatine's  New  York  office  now  occupies 
a  floor  in  the  big  Equitable  building. 
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Life  Commission  Evil  in  England. 

A  Mr.  Mauuiveu  of  Manchester.  Eug..  in  a 
recent  paper  said  : 

"  We  all  believe  in  the  iwineiple  of  paying' 
agents  for  the  introduction  of  business  bv  wav 
of  commission  upon  a  fair  and  reasonable  scale, 
but  surely  there  ought  to  be  a  pi'oper  and  a 
uniform  limit  to  such  a  scale,  beyond  which 
no  office  could  be  justified  in  going.  There  is. 
of  course,  a  generally  recognized  scale  of  com- 
mission, but,  unfortunately,  we  hear  of  special 
tei-ms  being  allowed  to  special  agents,  and  so 
the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  is  at  work,  and 
competition  is  abused  when  certain  oiMces  try 
to  allure  agents  of  other  offices  to  transfer 
their  service  by  offers  of  higher  commission 
terms.  There  is  surely  something  supremely 
■wrong  in  our  agency  system  when  it  admits 
of  special  commission  to  favored  agents,  who 
so  sometimes  abuse  the  privilege  by  approach- 
ing other  agents  less  favored,  offering  them  a 
sub-commission  upon  a  more  liberal  scale  than 
they  could  command  direct  from  most  com- 
panies. It  is  a  palpable  evil  that  it  should  be 
at  all  possible  for  an  assurance  to  be  nego- 
tiated upon  much  better  terms  of  commission 
thi'ough.  say.  a  broker  or  a  special  agent  than 
by  dii-ect  treaty  with  the  office  itself.  Then 
another  reprehensible  practice  prevails  among 
some  officials  appointed  at  a  salary — minimum 
salai-y — with  large  over-riding  commission 
upon  new  business  retui-ns.  One  evil  re- 
sulting from  this  method  of  remunei-ation  is 
that,  acting  under  pressure  and  stress  for  new 
business  returns,  they  yield  to  the  tempta- 
tion of  sharing  the  whole  or  part  of  this  over- 
riding commission  in  the  frantic  efforts  to 
swell  the  returns.  The  fact  is,  agents  are 
being. bribed  right  and  left  in  some  such  way 
as  indicated  either  with  or  without  the  cogni- 
zance of  certain  head-offices.  How  far  some 
offices  are  prepared  to  plunge  in  the  direction 
indicated  it  is  useless  to  inquire ;  but  surely 
it  is  high  time  for  some  remedy  to  be  found 
by  way  of  combination  or  otherwise  to  pre- 
vent unhealthy  rivalry  of  this  kind." 

Things  appear  to  be  in  as  bad  a  way  '-over 
there"  as  ''over  here."  according  to  this 
Manchester  life  insurance  man. 


Ake  Yor  looking  for  a  new  company  in  your 
agency;  Then  exercise  a  little  judgment. 
There  is  a  choice.  Some  companies  are  desir- 
able, others  were  better  let  alone.  You  want 
a  liberal  and  staying  company.  A  company 
that  stands  up  for  fair  rates,  pays  fair  com- 
missions, and  makes  liberal  settlements  with 
claimants.     No  other  company  will  satisfy  you 


in  the  long  run.  The  other  kind  will  "do" 
you  and  your  patrons.  How  are  you  going  to 
distinguish  the  desirable  company*  Nothing 
easier.  Just  look  over  the  insurance  papers. 
If  you  don't  see  the  name  of  the  company 
which  you  have  in  mind,  let  it  alone.  It  won't 
jjay  you  to  represent  it '.  Why ;  Because  it  is 
too  mean.  It  lives  on  crumbs.  It  pays  divi- 
dends by  salvage  gains.  It  will  deal  with 
you  and  your  loss  patrons  as  it  deals  with 
boards  and  insurance  journals.  It  tries  to  get 
something  for  nothing  from  them,  and  it  will 
try  to  get  something  for  nothing  fi'om  you. 

The  New  Life  Insurance  Blank. 

The  blank  adopted  at  the  insurance  com- 
missioners' convention,  last  summer,  makes 
several  important  changes.  Commissioner 
Higgius  has  sent  copies  of  the  blank  to  all  the 
life  offices  represented  here,  with  an  under- 
scored line  announcing  that  a  statement  on 
an_v  other  blank  will  not  be  accepted. 

The  most  important  alteration  of  the  blank 
is  that  requiring  the  segregation  of  pre- 
miums into  cash  new,  cash  renewals,  note 
new.  note  i-enewals,  dividends,  surrenders: 
and  the  segregation  of  commissions  into  new 
business  and  renewals.  The  figures  reported 
on  the  new  blank  will  supply  insurance  journal- 
ists and  "rivals"  with  abundant  materials 
for  comparisons  and  scare-heads. 

If  the  various  insurance  departments  compel 
the  companies  to  file  statements  on  the  new 
blanks  we  shall  be  able  to  tell  to  a  cent  what 
the  new  business  costs;  but  there  may  still 
remain  unanswered  the  question,  Do  the 
companies  pay  too  much  for  their  new  busi- 
ness; Whether  they  pay  too  much  depends 
on  the  mortality  experience  on  new  business, 
and  also  upon  the  time  the  average  new  risk 
continues  to  be  a  policyholder. 

It  is  not  impossible,  we  imagine,  for  a  com- 
pany to  absorb  the  first  year's  premiums  for 
initial  expenses,  if  the  percentage  of  lapses  in 
the  next  three  or  four  years,  and  therefore 
the  percentage  of  forfeited  reserves,  be  large 
enough  to  meet  the  death  rate  and  the  extra- 
oi'dinary  initial  and  ordinary  subsequent  ex- 
penses. The  companies  know  whether  it  is 
possible  or  not.  Some,  by  their  practice,  say 
Yes,  and  others  say  No.  There  is  still  an- 
other element  of  uncertainty  in  this  problem, 
and  that  is  the  "selection  against"  a  company 
by  the  voluntary  withdrawal  of  the  better- 
class  risks.  Another  intruding  element  is  the 
percentage  of  endowment  premiums.  We  fear 
that  the  insurance  journalists,  notwithstand- 
ing the   help  of  the  new   blanks,  will  have  to 
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allow  the  life  oflSces  to  settle  this  "new  busi- 
ness" (luestion  for  themselves,  and  each  for 
itself,  as  at  present. 


Mortality  Cost  of  $1,000  Liie  Insurance. 

The  following  table  presents  the  actual 
mortality  cost  of  $i,ooo  life  insurance  for  a 
series  of  years,  without  expenses  of  any  kind. 
The  ti^rures  are  based  on  the  American  ex- 
IK'rience.     The  ages  are  inclusive  : 


AgfK.  -^  years. 

10-14 *    37.89 

15-19 38.46 

•  ■  •  39-55 
....  41.00 
....  43-''8 
....  46.26 
....  5>-4o 
....  60.31 
....  77-42 
....  107-45 
....  157-66 
240.22 
370.57 


20-24  ... 
25-29 

30-34  .... 
35-39  .     •   •   ■ 

40-44  -   -  .-   • 

45-49  .... 

50-54  .... 

55-59  .... 

60-64  . 

65-69  - 

70-74  ■ 

75-79  - 

80-84  , 
85-S9 
90-91 

Agen.  HI  years. 

10-19 $    7635 

20-29  .  80.55 

30-39  S9.34 

40-49 III. 71 

50-59 "84.87 

60-69 397-88 

70-79 930.86 


Average  yearly. 

.    .  *      7-57 
7.69 
.    .    .    .  7-9' 

.    .    .    .  8.20 

.    .   .   .         S.61 
■  9-25 

.    .       .  10.2S 

.    .   .    .  12  06 

.    .   .    .  15-48 

...  21.49 

■    •    ■  31-53 

.    .    .    .  48.04 

-    .    .    .  54.11 


560.29       112.05 

853.28 170.65 

1546.80 jtg  36 


32'259 


80-89 

Ages. 
10-29 
20-39 
30-49 
40-59 
50-69 
60-79 
70-89 

Ages. 
10-49 


642.51 

Areriige  yearly. 

*      7.63 

8.05 

8-93 

11-17 

1S.49 

39  79 

93;09 
2400.08 24o.'ol 


30  years. 

$  156.90  .  .   . 

169.89  .  .   . 

201.05  ,  .   , 

296.58  .  .   . 
582.75 

132874  ■  . 

3330-94 166.55 


Average  yearly. 

.  .  .  .$  7.84 
.  .  .  .  8.50 
.  .  .  .  10.05 
.  .  .  .  14-S3 
29.14 
.    .    .    .        6fa,44 


^|>  years. 

i  357-95 

20-59 466.47 

30-69 783.80 

40-79 1625.32 


50- 89 

Ages. 
10-94 

Ages. 
20-74 

Ages. 

25-74 
Ages. 
30-74 


Average  yearly. 
.  .  .$     8.95 
11.66 

■  ■       1959 
.  .  .       40.63 

■  ■       97-84 


39'3-69 

S.5  years.                   .ire rage  yearly. 
.  •*7484-i4 $    79-61 

SS  years.                   Average  yearly. 
?I234.86 $    22.45 


•■>o  years. 
*i 195.31 

^.'l  years. 

•tn.54.31 


Average  yearly. 
.     $    23,90 

Average  yearly. 
■        $    23.65 


Ages.  4a  years. 

35-74 $1111.23  ■ 

Ages  .V5  years. 

40-74 $1064.97  . 

Ages.  30  years. 

45-74 $1013.57    . 

Ages.  2.')  years. 

50-74 $  953-26   . 

Ages.       ,  -JO  years. 

55-74 *  S75.S4    . 


Average  yearly. 

...  $    27.78 


Average  yearly. 

.   .  .  .  $    30.42 

Average  yearly. 

.    .    .    .  $    33-78 


Average  yearly. 
.   .   .   .  $    38.13 


Average  yearly. 
-    .    .    .  $    43-79 


Ages.  l.")  years.  Average  yearly. 

60-74 $  768.39 $    51.22 

Ages.  lu  years.  Average  yearly. 

65-74 $  610.73 $    61.07 

To  the  foregoing,  to  find  the  true  cost  of  life 
insurance,  must  be  added  commissions,  ex- 
aminers' fees,  office  expenses,  taxes,  etc. 
With  level  premiums,  for  life  or  for  a  group  of 
year.s,  whereby  more  is  paid  at  first  and  less 
afterward  than  the  actual  mortalit,v  cost, 
there  is  a  profit  fi'om  compound  interest  earn- 
ings. 


Chief  Coast  Fires  in  1894. 

Insurance  Losses  in  Round  Nu.mbers.  — More 
Conflagrations  Than  Ever  Before. 

January— Falrhaven, Wash $  19,000 

Tacoma,  Wash 20,000 

Pt.  Blakely,  Wash 10,000 

Moscow,  Idaho 10,000 

Victoria,  B.  C 10,000 

Grass  Valley.  Cal 15,000 

Maxwell,  Cal 10,000 

Oakland,  Cal 12,000 

February— Seattle,  Wash t*'  10,000 

Seattle,  Wash 20,000 

Spokane.  Wash 40,000 

Kalispell,  Mon 15,000 

Denver.  Colo -.   .  .  15,000 

Durham,  Cal 12,000 

Napa  Co.,  Cal 15,000 

Sanger,  Cal 15.000 

San  Francisco 160  000 

San  Francisco ' 20,000 

March— Spokane,  Wash.               ...          .  -.  30,000 

Harrington,  Wash io,oo,o 

Kendrick,  Idaho 10,000 

Denver,  Colo ■   15,000 

Hueneme.  Cal 35,ooo 

Monticelli,  Cal ■.  13,000 

San  Jose,  Cal 10,000 

Walnut  Creek.  Cal 13,000 

April—Bothel,  Wash 30,000 

Deer  Lodge,  Mon .  16,000 

Jerome,  Ariz 15,000 

Germantow;n,  Cal 10,000 

Madera,  Cal 10,000 

Santa  Cruz,  Cal. 90,000 

Sacramento,  Cal. 20,000 
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May— Spokane,  Wash 10,000 

Ellensburg,  Wash 14,000 

Missoula.  Mod 20,000 

Rocklin.  Cal.  .- 15,000 

Oakland,  Cal 11.000 

Takoe  City,  Cal 10.000 

Jane— Astoria.  Or 15x00 

Umatilla  Co.,  Or 13,000 

Globe,  Ariz 16,000 

Jerome,  Ariz 10,000 

San  Francisco ii.oco 

Jily — Klamath  Falls,  Or 11,000 

Portland,  Or 10.000 

Pullman,  Wash 12,000 

Spokane,  Wash 10.000 

Elpaso  Co.,  Colo 20,000 

Ogden,  Utah 20,000 

Black  Diamond,  Cal 13,000 

Benecia,  Cal 12,000 

Sausalito,  Cal 10.000 

Vallejo,  Cal 13,000 

San  Francisco 25,000 

San  Francisco 10,000 

August— Portland,  Or 35,ooo 

New  Whatcom,  Wash 12,000 

Pueblo,  Colo 40,000 

Dayton,  Nevada 20,000 

Bodie,  Cal 25,000 

Guerneville,  Cal 37.000 

Los  Gatos,  Cal 10,000 

Los  Angeles,  Cal 10,000 

Lemore,  Cal 12,000 

Marin  Co..  Cal 12,000 

Mendocina  Co.,  Cal 16.000 

San  Jose,  Cal 33,000 

September— Spokane,  Wash 10,000 

Seattle.  Wash 10,000 

Ellensburg,  Wash 10,000 

Palouse,  Wash 10,000 

Portland,  Or 300,000 

Angels  Camp,  Cal 14,000 

Greenwood,  Cal 18,000 

Larkspur,  Cal 35,000 

Mission  San  Jose,  Cal 16,000 

Oakland,  Cal 40,000 

Riverside,  Cal 10,000 

San  Jose.  Cal i2,oco 

San  Francisco 33,000 

October— Portland,  Or 30,000 

Coose  Co.,  Or 17,000 

Seattle,  Wash 15,000 

Seattle,  Wash ii,ooo 

Tacoma,  Wash. 13,000 

Fresno  Co.,  Cal 10,000 

Oakland.  Cal 20,000 

San  Francisco 10,000 

San  Francisco 3i,oco 

November— Spokane,  Wash 10,000 

Gi-eat  Falls,  Mon 10.000 

San  Jose,  Cal 46,000 

San  Jose,  Cal 15,000 

San  Francisco 12,000 

San  Francisco 200,000 

December— Seattle.  Wash 13.000 

Brigham  City.  Utah 14,000 


Total  fires  with  §10,000  or  more  insurance 
loss  in  1894  ninety-six,  against  seventy-five 
in  1893. 

Life  Notes. 

U.  S.  Revievi" :  A  man  cannot  have  his  calce 
and  eat  it  too.  He  cannot  have  large  surren- 
der values  in  either  cash  or  paid-up  insurance 
guaranteed  by  life  offices  and  large  dividends 
too.  He  must  make  a  sacrifice  in  one  direction 
or  the  other,  and  the  question  at  which  end 
the  sacrifice  is  to  be  made  every  applicant 
should  decide  himself. 

At  a  meeting  of  life  men  in  Boston  James 
T.  Phelps  of  the  National  Life  of  Vermont 
was  one  of  the  post-prandial  talkers.  Turn- 
ing to  the  medical  men  he  said  they  were  not 
doing  all  they  could  to  make  life  insurance 
safe  and  still  keep  it  open  to  sound,  healthy 
lives.  He  hoped  the  time  would  come  when  a 
physician  would  be  found  who  would  declare 
that  no  matter  what  a  man's  parents  died  of, 
he  was  so  far  as  medical  skill  could  determine, 
a  well  man,  and  some  kind  of  insurance  ought 
to  be  granted  him.  Then  the  banqueters  sang 
"S-o— s-a-v — w-e — a-1-1 !"' 


Life  Insurance  Limit. 
^Etna  Life,  §25,000;  Berkshire,  $20,000: 
Brooklyn,  $20,000;  Canada  Life,  §30,000;  Com- 
mercial Alliance,  §10,000;  Connecticut  Gen- 
eral, §1,000;  Connecticut  Mutual,  $50,000; 
Equitable  Life,  $100,000;  Equitable,  Iowa, 
§20,000;  Germania,  .?3o,ooo;  Home  Life,  §25.000; 
Iowa  Life,  ••?io,ooo;  John  Hancock,  $25,000; 
Kansas  Mutual,  §10.000;  Life  Ins.  Co.,  of  Vir- 
ginia, §10,000;  Manhattan  Life,  §50.000;  Mass- 
achusetts Mutual,  $50,000;  Metropolitan,  $25,- 
000;  Michigan  Mutual,  §30,000;  Mutual  Bene- 
fit, §25,000;  Mutual  Life,  of  Kentucky.  §20,000; 
Mutual,  of  New  York,  §100,000;  National,  of 
Vermont,  §25,000;  Nederland  Life,  §20,000; 
Nev^-  England.  -$20,000;  New  York  Life,  §100,- 
000;  Northwestern,  §50,000;  Pacific  Mutual, 
$10,000;  Penn  Mutual,  §30,000;  Phoeni.x  Mu- 
tual, $25,000;  Provident  Life  and  Trust,  §50,- 
000;  Provident  Savings,  $20,000;  Prudential, 
$25,000;  State  Mutual.  .$30,000;  Travelers, 
§30.000;  Union  Central,  $20,000;  Union  Mutual. 
$30,000;  United  States,  §25,000;  Vermont,  §20,- 
000;  Washington,  $30,000. 


Thanks. 

Portland,  Or.,  Dec.  14,  1S94. 
We  think  it  is  due  you  to  say  we  consider  the 
Coast   Review  a  very  valuable    journal,  aud   we 
could  not  %vell  get  along  without  it. 

E.  Qu.\CKENBUSH.  Agent. 
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An  Idaho  Decision. 

lu  the  case  of  Kuslcy  v.  The  New  Zealand 
Insux-auce  Co.  the  supreme  court  of  Idiiho  ruled 
that  an  action  apainst  a  foreign  corporation 
must  be  begun  at  the  principal  place  of  busi- 
ness of  the  company  in  the  state. 


Demolished  to  Prevent  Spread  of  Fire. 

Last  May  a  forest  lire  ignited  several 
houses  in  South  Orting,  Washington.  To  pre- 
vent further  spread  of  the  flames  the  house  of 
W.  N.  Anderson  was  torn  down.  It  was  in- 
sured in  the  Northwest  Fire  &  Marine  Insur- 
ance Company  of  Portland. 

Anderson  presented  proofs  of  loss,  but  pay- 
ment was  I'efused  on  the  ground  that  the  dem- 
olition of  the  house  was  unnecesssary  to  check 
the  spread  of  the  Are,  and  that  if  left  stand- 
ing it  would  not  have  burned.  The  case  went 
to  a  jury. 

Both  the  town  and  the  insurer  are  liable  for 
demolition  damages  in  such  cases.  Whether 
the  destruction  of  the  house  was  necessary  or 
not  will  hardly  affect  this  liability.  Perhaps  if 
the  demolition,  by  powder  or  by  tearing  down, 
were  wanton  or  malicious  the  insurer  or  the 
coriioration  might  recover  from  the  citizens 
who  did  the  work  or  the  man  who  ordered  it 
done. 

The  defense  of  no  necessity,  as  presented 
by  the  Northwest,  seems  to  be  a  new  one. 

Griswold's  Text-Book  says:  Underwriters 
are  liable  for  the  loss  of  a  building,  under  in- 
surance, by  its  being  blown  up  with  gunpow- 
der, and  demolished  to  stop  a  conflagration, 
when  it  would  have  been  soon  inevitably 
burned. 

When  a  building  covered  by  insurance  was 
torn  down  to  prevent  the  spread  of  fire,  and 
partly  paid  for  by  order  of  the  coi-poration. 
Held,  insurers  were  liable  for  the  full  value 
of  building,  less  amount  paid  by  citj%  after 
deducting  a  proportionate  share  of  costs  of  re- 
covery against  the  citv. 


CLE.VK  Si'.\CE  .\XD  Co-ixsrRAXCE.— The  fol- 
lowing condition  is  to  be  attached  to  ix)licies 
applying  on  Chicago  lumber  yards:  "In  con- 
sideration of  a  reduction  of  the  rate  therefor, 
it  is  hereby  mutually  understood  and  agreed 
that  a  clear  space  of feet  shall  be  continu- 
ously maintained  between  the  property  above 
described  and  all  wood-working  establish- 
ments, dry  kilns,  or  other  specially  hazardous 

property,  that  a  clear  space  of feet  shall 

be  continuously  maintained  between  the  prop- 
erty above  described  and  any  other  property 


of  the  same  kind,  that  the  sti-eets  immedi- 
ately contiguous  shall  bo  kept  clear  of  lumber, 
that  the  piles  of  lumber  on  the  premises  de- 
scribed shall  not  exceed  thirty-two  feet  in 
height,  that  an  approved  watch  service  shall 
be  maintained  during  the  term  of  this  policy, 
and  that  the  assured  shall  maintain  insurance 
on  the  property  described  in  this  policy,  to  the 
extent  of  at  least  eighty  per  cent,  of  the  act- 
ual cash  value  thereof,  and  that  failing  so  to 
do,  the  assured  shall  be  co-insurer  to  the  ex-, 
tent  of  such  deficit,  and  to  that  extent  shall 
bear  his,  her,  or  their  proportion  of  any  loss 
that  may  happen  to  property  described  by 
said  item :  provided,  however,  that  whenever 
the  loss  does  not  exceed  five  per  cent,  of  the 
amount  of  insurance  involved  the  co-insurance 
clause  shall  not  be  applied  in  the  adjustment." 


The  Income  Tax. 

Under  the  new  income  tax  law  i-eturns 
must  be  made  on  or  before  the  first  Monday 
in  March  and  the  tax  is  due  on  Jul}-  i.  The 
new  law  bears  severely  on  insurance  editors 
and  local  insurance  agents.  Corporations  are 
not  allowed  the  -^4,000  exemption  allowed  per- 
sons. Mutual  insurance  companies,  savings 
banks  and  building  and  loan  associations  are 
exempted  from  the  income  tax.  Corporations 
must  make  an  annual  return  of  gross  pi'ofits, 
expenses,  net  profits,  salaries  (naming  every 
employee  who  receives  more  than  $4,000,  and 
stating  the  amount).  The  penalty  for  failing 
to  make  the  return  on  time  is  Si.ooo  and  2  per 
cent.  .  monthly  until  filed.  Collectors  are 
sworn  to  secrecy  under  penalties,  aijd  they 
are  authorized  to  inspect  corporations  books, 
to  verify  returns.  'Under  this  inquisitorial 
tax  insurance  journalists  will  be  supplied 
with  new  statistics  of  the  insurance  business. 


A  Story  for  the  Marines. 
In  1881  two  Mexicans  and  the  captain  of  the 
English  bark  Cann,  lying  in  Vera  Ciniz  harbor, 
conspired  to  defraud  the  marine  underwriters. 
The  scheme  was  to  load  the  old  bark  with  a 
worthless  cargo,  insure  heavily,  and  scuttle 
her  on  the  way  to  New  Yoi"k.  The  captain 
w'as  to  receive  §6,500.  Bills  of  lading  were 
forwarded  to  New  York,  and  #150,000  insur- 
ance was  placed.  To  make  her  sink,  200  tons 
of  sand  was  placed  in  the  vessePs  hold.  The 
captain  repented  of  his  bargain,  on  the  way 
up,  and  threw  overboard  all  but  fifteen  tons 
of  the  sand.  But  the  Cann  sprang  a  leak  and 
was  abandoned.  The  underwriters  sent  a  tug 
after  her,  and  the  water-logged  bark  was 
towed  into  Norfolk.  Va.    Then  the  whole  thing 
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came  out.  United  States  inspectors  went 
through  her  and  found  the  queerest  cargo  that 
was  probably  ever  insured.  The  first  discov- 
ery was  a  box  marked  vanilla  beans  and  in- 
sured for  *Soo.  which  was  found  to  contain 
compost.  Then  there  were  200  bags  of  dirt, 
many  bags  of  corn  posing  as  bags  of  coffee  and 
innumerable  boxes  of  sour  Norwegian  beer 
done  up  so  as  to  resemble  crude  rubber.  The 
entire  cargo  was  of  this  description,  contain- 
ing really  nothing  at  all  of  any  value.  A  re- 
cent decision  of  the  New  York  supreme  court 
finally  ends  this  case,  to  the  discomfiture  of 
all  the  conspirators. 


the  agency.  The  Coast  Review  is  of  the  opin- 
ion that  Mr.  Briggs  made  a  wise  selection  in 
the  appointment  of  these  gentlemen. 


The  Standard  Life  &  Accident  Ins.  Co. 

This  successful  accident  insurance  company, 
specially  well  known  in  the  East  and  North- 
west, has  recently  established  itself  in  this 
field.  The  headquarters  of  the  Standard  are 
in  Detroit,  Mich.,  where  it  was  organized 
some  eleven  years  ago.  The  financial  con- 
dition of  the  company  is  excellent,  thei-e  being 
a  good  surplus  over  the  §200,000  cash  capital 
and  all  liabilities.  The  stockholders  include 
some  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  the  country. 
Indeed,  it  is  the  fair  boast  of  the  manage- 
ment that  in  this  guarantee  of  financial  ability 
tVie  Standai-d  is  the  equal  or  superior  of  any 
other  accident  company. 

The  Standard  Life  &.  Accident  Ins.  Co. 
(which  transacts  only  accident  business)  has 
some  .?8oo,ooo  assets.  The  surplus  as  regards 
policyholders,  including  the  50  per  cent,  re- 
serve, is  some  .^400,000.  For  the  special  pro- 
tection of  all  policyholders  the  company  main- 
tains a  deposit  of  •?2oo,ooo  with  the  treasurer 
of  Michigan.  The  annual  income  is  a  million 
dollars,  and  every  year  shows  an  increase  in 
business  and  resources. 

So  favorable  a  showing  as  this  should  insure 
the  Standard  a  favorable  introduction  to  the 
people  of  California  and  elsewhere  on  the 
Coast. 

C.  F.  Briggs,  of  Portland,  Or.,  superintend- 
ent of  agencies  for  the  Coast,  visited  Califor- 
nia last  month,  and  after  considering  a  num- 
ber of  applications  for  the  Standard  agency 
appointed  Cadman  &  Kittle  managers  of  this 
department.  These  gentlemen  are  city  agents 
of  the  Home  Fire  Ins.  Co.  of  New  Yoi-k  and 
are  well  and  favorably  known  to  the  business 
men  of  the  bay  counties. 

Mr.  Cadman  has  had  several  years'  experi- 
ence in  accident  business,  and  will  give  special 
attention  to  the  interests  of  the  Standard. 
Mr.  Kittle  will  look  after  the   fire  branch  of 


The  State  Insurance  Company. 

We  have  been  in  receipt  of  complaints 
which  reflect  seriously  on  the  condition  and 
methods  of  the  State  Insui-ance  Co.  of  Salem, 
Or.  The  secretary  of  state  should  make  a 
thorough  examination  of  the  condition  and 
affairs  of  the  company.  Its  business  is  chiefly 
of  a  note  character,  and  there  seems  to  be  an 
extraordinary  amount  of  trouble  and  litiga- 
tion in  the  collection  or  attempted  collection 
of  these  notes.  It  is  even  intimated — but 
this  we  do  not  credit — that  some  of  the  losses 
have  been  paid  with  premium  notes.  A  note- 
giver,  though,  should'nt  object  to  notes  in  the 
settlement  of  a  claim.  Recently  the  manage- 
ment of  the  State  underwent  a  change,  the 
organizer  and  manager,  Cottle,  retiring.  All 
our  information  in  the  case  of  the  State  points 
to  a  serious  condition  of  its  affairs,  which  is 
not  likely  to  be  improved  soon  by  any  increase 
in  the  general  prosperity  in  Oregon  or  Wash- 
ington. 


He  Stood  on  Principle. 

Arthur  Westie.  an  English  shop-keeper,  in- 
curred a  slight  loss  which  was  not  covered  by 
his  insui-ance  policy.  According  to  the  Loudon 
Daily  Telegraph  "a  conflagration"  took  place, 
and  the  "blind"  of  Westie's  shop-window  was 
destroyed.  He  demanded  £2  5s.  as  compensa- 
tion. The  insurer  refused  to  recognize  the 
claim,  but  offered  to  make  him  a  present  of 
the  sum.  Westie  "stood  on  principle"'  and  re- 
fused to  accept  "any  present."  He  only 
wanted  his  ''rights,"  and  he  asked  the  court 
for  them.  The  court  found  that  his  rights  did 
not  include  recovery  for  a  loss  which  was  not 
covered  by  his  insurance  policy.  Mr.  Westie 
lost  his  present  and  paid  the  costs  of  a  lesson 
in  the  rights  of  man. 


Dtking  the  past  thirty  years  the  j-EtuaLife 
has  loaned  and  reloaned  upon  farm  mortgages 
upwards  of  §60,000,000.  It  has  at  present 
about  §22,000,000  of  that  class  of  securities, 
mainl.v  in  the  West,  the  interest  upon  which 
has  been  promptly  paid.  The  .^tna  Life  was 
the  first  Eastern  institution  to  make  farm 
loans  in  the  West. — The  -Etna. 


We  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Brand- 
f orsakrings- Aktiebolaget  Noerland . 

A  -MAP  and  rating  company  is  projected  in 
the  East. 
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December  Fires. 

OUECiUN. 

27.    (Nov.)  Dallas,  fr    clwg    ami 
conls : 
Scottish  Union J862 

26.    Silver  City,  stock  gen'  1  mdse 
infrbldg; 
Home.  N.  Y *'••»< " 

24.    PorlUiuii,  stock  mdse: 

Fireman's  Fund $     700 

Prussian  National    .   .   .     4.000 
Sun.  London ■      2-ooo 

26.    Portlaud.  br  bldg: 

North  British  &  M $250 

Queen ^5° 

24.  Silver  Lake,  stock  mdse : 
Gemian-American  .   .   .   .$1,500 

19.    Pilot  Kock.  dwg  and  cents : 
National.  Hartford    ....  *683 

25.  Monmouth,  grain    in    ware- 

house : 

Spriu^'HeU^ J852 

31.     McMiunville.  dwg: 

Fire  Association $500 

I-.    Umatilla    co..    fr  dwg    and 
conts: 
Manchester S212 

Small  losses $1,320 

Total  Oregon  .  .   .  *i4.,S29 


Washington. 
27.    Chehalis,  f  r  bldg  and  saloon 
stock : 

Manchester $125 

American,  Newark       ...    250 

3.  Deep  Creek,  store  and  livery 

stable : 
Home  Mutual I950 

25.  Colfax,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 
Home,  N.  Y $400 

26.  Aberdeen,  dwg  and  conts: 
Atlas  Assurance $.526 

4.  Montesano,  frbldg: 
Commercial  Union    ....  $640 
Phenix,  London 639 

29.    Seattle,  dwg: 

Atlas  Assurance $351 

23.    Seattle,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 

German-American     ....  $300 

17.    Seattle,  steamer: 

Norwich  Union J950 

London  &  Lancashire  .  .  .    950 
Scottish  Union 950 

15.    (Nov.)  Seattle,  fr  dwg: 
Germania $277 

3.  Seattle,  stock,  store  and  fumi: 

American.  N.  Y $300 

Royal 648 


7.    Seattle,  foundry  bldgs,  etc. : 
German-Anierieau      ...  $   375 

Westchester 75o 

North  British  &  M.        .    .    1,200 

Springtield      1,125 

Continental 1,500 

Magdeburg     750 

Liver'  1  &  Lon  &  Globe  .  600 
Fireman's  Fund  .   .  350 

Rhode  Island 35o 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn.  ...  350 
American.  Newark  .  .  .  700 
Phceni.x.  Hartford  ....    2,000 

Manchester 700 

^Etna $1,750 


Total $12, ,500 

3.     Seattle,  fr  dwg: 

Westchester $200 

3.    East  Seattle,  dwg: 

Union,  London $1,000 

iS.    Snohomish,  fumi  in  dwg : 

North  British $1,000 

16.  Snohomish,  fr  dwg  and  hhld 
furni : 

Norwich  Union $600 

26.    Pierce   co..   fr    .saloon    and 
conts : 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  $2,800 

28.    Sidney,  saloon: 

Magdeburg $250 

13.  Port  Townsend,  fr  dwg  and 
conts: 

Hanover $1,000 

United  Fireman's  ....  95° 
I.    Spokane,  hhld  furni,  etc. : 

Atlas     $534 

3.     Spokane,  dwg: 

Prussian  National     .   .   .  $1,671 

Franklin 1.278 

8.     Spokane,  furni  factory : 

National,  Hartford   ....  $400 

iS.    Spokane,  grocery  store  and 
hhld  furni : 
Royal     $1,364 

27.  Spokane,  fr  bldg: 
Westchester $300 

28.  Spokane,  foundry    and    ma- 

chine shop : 
National,  Hartford    ....  $Soo 

10.    Waitsburg,  fr  dwg  and  con- 
tents: 
Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  $1,500 

7.    Walla  Walla,  dwgs : 
Oakland  Home.   .       .      .$1,136 

— .    Wilkison,  bldg  and  stock : 
Prussian  National     ....  $700 

Small  los.ses     $3,823 

Total  Washington  $42,1;  62 


Idaho. 
22.    Ada  CO.,  fr  dwg: 

Phenix,  Br $500 

Ins.  Co.  North  America      .    500 

21.    Boise,  conts  fr  dwg : 
German-American  ....  $1,000 

26.    Blackfoot.  fr  dwg : 

Imperial      $600 

29.    Blackfoot,  dwg  and  conts: 

Imperial $600 

2.    Kendrick.  dwg  and  furni: 

Palatine $706 

21.     Narapa,  dwg: 

Northern.  London $500 

Small  losses     $440 

Total  Idaho    ....  $4,846 

Utah. 

II.    Edan,fr  bldg  and  genl mdse: 
Palatine $699 

23.    Beamer  CO..  fr  dwg  and  barn: 
American.  Pa $195 

17.    Summit,  barn  and  hay: 
American.  Pa $500 

I.    Ogden,  hhld  furni : 

Norwich  Union $491 

— .    Kane  co.,  farm  property : 
Continental $500 

20.    Brigham  city,    br  bldg  and 
genl  mdse : 

^tna $ii36o 

Home,  N.  Y 340 

Orient 825 

Manchester    ...'....      750 

Home  Mutual 1,250 

Pboeuix,  Hartford  ....      340 
Fireman'sFund    .   .   .^.    1,165 

Rhode  Island 330 

Stafe  of  Penn 330 

Prussian  National  .       .   .    1,2.50 

Phenix,  Brooklyn    2,000 

London 2,250 

Total $12,190 

Small  losses     ....  $i,457 
Total  Utah".   .   .$16,032 

Montana. 
8.    Miles  City,  fr  dwg: 

Imperial $400 

19.    Deer  Lodge  co.,  farm  prop- 
erty : 
Continental $200 

13.    Helena,  fr  dwg: 
Royal $600 

.27.    (Nov.)  Great  Falls,  clothing 
store  and  bldg : 

Atlas $1,581 

Scottish  Union 254 
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25.     (Nov.)    Black  Eagle  Falls, 
electric  light  works: 
Ins.  Co.  North  America  .   .  $127 

20.  Butte,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .   .  $200 

II.    Missoula,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $1,500 

Small  losses $486 

Total  Montana  .   .   .  $5,348 

Wyoming. 

15.    Rock  Springs,   opera  house 
and  genl  mdse: 

Palatine $2,500 

Phoenix,  London 1,000 

2.    Cheyenne,  fair  bldgs : 
North  British $283 

21.  Cheyenne,  fr  dwg : 
Imperial $1,200 

Total $4,983 


Colorado. 

14.    Denver,  printing  office : 

Royal  Exchange     $qoi 

Scottish  Union 250 

Atlas 646 

7.    Denver,  saloon: 
North  German $100 

20.    (Nov.)  Denver,  bldg: 
New  Zealand $ig6 

19.    Denver,  fr  barn  and  conts  : 
North  British $500 

27.    Denver,  br  dwg : 
North  British $250 

31.    Denver,  br  bldg : 
American,  Pa $500 

19.    Denver,  Commercial  bldg : 
Atlas     $211 

II.    Denver,  fr  bldg : 
Svea .$500 

17.    Pueblo,  club  room: 

Lion $400 

7.    Pueblo,  br  bldg  and  furni : 

North  British $389 

— .     Pueblo,  soda  water  works: 
Atlas     $500 

7.  (Aug.)  Pueblo,  stock  buggies : 
North  British $153 

8.  Greeley,  fr  stable  and  conts : 
Imperial J900 

7.    Greeley,  farm  property : 
National,  Hartford    .   .   .  $1,500 

30.  (Nov.)  Denver,  stock  cement : 
Atlas     $416 

— .     (Sept.)  Emery  co.,  dwg: 
New  Zealand $112 

31.  (Oct.)  Agullar,  dwg: 

New  Zealand $350 


17.    Pueblo  CO.,  fr  dwg: 

Alliance $300 

22.    Pueblo,  fr  dwg: 

Royal  Exchange $750 

16.  Lairmer  co.,  frdwg: 
Royal  Exchange $400 

5.    Buena  Vista,    fr  hotel,  etc. : 

Imperial $125 

Fireman' s  Fund 150 

Manchester 132 

National,  Hartford    ....    125 

12.    Harlem,  bldg    and  wearing 
app'l: 
Prussian  National     ....  $608 

17.  Cripple  Creek,  barber  shop : 
National,  Hartford   ....  $175 

— .     Highlands,  hhld  furni: 

Manchester $138 

Small  losses $1,147 

Total  Colorado   .   .  $12,624 

* 

New  Mexico. 

12.    Gallup,  general  fire: 

Palatine $1,500 

Royal     3,484 

19.    Socorro,  br  store  bldgs : 

National,  Hartford    .   .   .  $1,500 
2S.    Albuquerque,   br    dwg    and 
furni : 

North  British $100 

Fireman's  Fund 250 

Total  New  Mexico  .  $6,834 
* 

British  Columbia. 

4.     Chillinack,  frdwg: 
Phenix,  Br $i.oco 

Total  outside  territory  .  .$108,258 


California. 

8.    (Nov.)  Arrayo  Grande,  dwg: 
New  Zealand $250 

iS.    Alila,  school  house: 
Fireman's  Fund $2,592 

4.    Alameda  CO.,  hay : 

Fireman's  Fund $450 

6.    Alameda  CO..  fr  dwg  and  hay: 

Phenix.  Br $2co 

4.  Colusa  CO.,  dwg  and  hhld 
furni: 

London     $1,191 

American  Central  ....      817 

4.    Fresno  CO.,  dwg  and  conts: 
London     .   .       $150 

24.    Bakersfleld,  fr  dwg : 
Palatine $750 

12.    Fruit  Vale,  hhld  furni: 
Sun,  S.  F $388 


21.    Fruit  Vale,  dwg: 
Home  Mutual 3900 

23.  Hanford,  hhld  furni    and  fr 

dwg: 

Western $444 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .    205 
Royal 290 

16.  Irvington,  fr  hotel  and  conts : 

Springfield J972 

Fireman's  Fund 600 

Transatlantic 784 

North  British 376 

— .    Humboldt    co..    farm    prop- 
erty: 
Continental $40" 

20.  Los  Angeles,  bldg: 
Patriotic $184 

24.  Los  Angeles,  fr  bldg: 
Commercial  Union     ....  $150 

8.  Los  Angeles,  fr  dwg: 
Phenix.  Br $200 

31.    Los  Angeles,  br  stores: 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .   .  $500 

24.    Los  Angeles,  mdse: 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .   .  $150 
24.    Los  Angeles  fr  bldg :, 

Springfield $133 

23.     (Oct.)  Los  Angeles,  dwg, etc; 
New  Zealand $901 

31.    (Oct.)  Los  Angeles  co.,  barn : 
New  Zealand $250 

7.    Los  Angeles,  furni  and  wear- 
ing apparel: 
Springfield $500 

q.    Los  Angeles,  dwg,  etc.: 
New  Zealand $371 

21.  Los  Angeles,  dwg: 

New  Zealand $391 

14.     Napa,  f r  dwg  and  barn : 

Royal  Exchange $500 

Patriotic 100 

4.    Oakland,  fr  dwg: 

London  &  Lancashire  .  .   .  $400 

9.  Oakland,  fr  dwg: 
Palatine $1,250 

28.    Oakland,  fr  bldgs,  hay,  etc. : 
German-American     ....  $437 

17.  Redwood  City,  hhld  furni: 
Fireman's  Fund $100 

iS.    Riverside,  fr  bldg  and  conts: 
Phoenix.  Hartford $412 

4.    Redlands,  hay  in  barn: 
Continental $200 

30.    (Nov.)    Redlands.  boot  and 
shoe  store : 
Hanover $771 

I.    Placer   co..   dwg,    barn    and 
wind-mill : 
Prussian  National     .  .   .  $1,621 
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13.    San  Jose,  hay: 

Scottish  Union $960 

Westchester     215 

American,  N.  J 300 

9.  San  Jose,  fr  bldgs  and  fruit 

trays : 
German- American  ....  J   995 

Hanover 256 

Atlas 1.040 

6.  San  Jose,  fr  store  bldg  and 

contents : 

Liver"  1  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .$1,315 
4.    San  Jose,  fr  barn  and  conts : 

Phujnix.  Hartford J658 

25.  San  Jose,  fr  dwg  and  hhld 
fumi: 

Connecticut $673 

Springfield 6S5 

13.    San  Bernardino,  fr  dwg: 

Connecticut J600 

10.  San  Luis  Obispo,  fr  barn: 
Liver' 1  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  .$100 

24.  San  Bernardino  co.,  dwg  and 
contents : 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  $2,500 
24.    San  Benito  CO.,  farm  dwg: 

Home  Mutual $1,000 

7.  San  Fernando,  dwg  and  hhld 

fumi : 

Norwich  Union $476 

American  Central 300 

19.  San  Luis  Obispo  CO.,  school 
house : 

Phenlx,  Br $5to 

19.    Sanger,  barn  and  conts : 
.£tna    • $268 

30.    (Nov.)  Stockton,  fr  dwg  and 
barn: 
Phenix,  Br $138 

3.    Santa  Clara  co.,  fr  dwg  and 

bam : I299 


28.    San  Bernardino,  fr  bam : 
Firem;in"s  Fund $250 

II.    San    Bernardino,    dwg    and 
fumi: 
Fireman's  Fund $1,050 

7.    Santa  Rosa,  fr  dwg: 

Palatine      $700 

17.  Sacramento,  fr  dwg  and  con- 
tents: 

Manchester $1,044 

19.    Truckee,  fr  slaughter  house : 
Phcenix,  Hartford $950 

— .    Trinity  co.-,  farm  property : 
Continental $3,000 

2!.    Vallejo,  fr  bldg: 

Fire  Association $200 

Fireman' s  Fund 800 

— .    Vallejo,  liquors: 
Sun,  S.  F $400 

23.    Willows,  fr  dwg :  _ 
^tna     J936 

27.    Woodland,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $1,350 

Small  losses      $3,598 

Total  Cal.  S.  F.  Ex.  .  $48,576 


San  Francisco. 
5.    Fumi  and  dwg: 

Oakland  Home     $275 

Union,  London     300 

7.    Br  bldg  and  mdse : 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $   280 

German-American  ....  200 

Union,  Loudon  ......  1,461 

Caledonian 1,283 

American,  N.  J 100 

Pennsylvania 300 

Liver' 1  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .  113 

Scottish  Union. 500 


9.    Dwg  and  conts: 

North  German  .......  $100 

Phcenix.  Hartford 100 

13.    Stock  furni : 

Transatlantic .$103 

13.    Hhld  furni: 

Royal $207 

12.    Fr  bldg,  grain  and  hay : 

Lancashire $148 

St.  Paul 206 

17.    Frdwg: 
Alliance $217' 

25.    Cliff  House: 

Home  Mutual $1,065 

Palatine 600 

Commercial  Union  ....       150 

Lion 600 

Niagara 875 

Hamburg-Bremen  ....    1,750 

21.     (Nov.)  Labels: 
New  Zealand $642 

27.    Crockery : 

Phoenix,  London $541 

British  America 250 

27.  Fr  dwg : 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $1,500 

28.  Hhld  fumi: 
Continental $1,000 

27.    Fr  store : 
Royal  Exchange     $822 

27.    Fr  dwg: 
Royal  Exchange $163 

27.    Stock  and  fixt : 
Prussian  National    ....  $514 

Small  losses $842 

Total  S.  F $17,957 

Total  California     .   .^"^66.533 
Total  Coast,  Decern.  .  $174,781 
TotalPac. Coast  1S94  .  $5,175,882 
Total  Pac.  Coast  1893  .  $5,646,399 


rionthly  Coast  Fire  Losses. 


Month  1894 

January $406,024 

February  ....  491.475 

March 381,308 

First  quarter  . 
April    .... 

May     

June 


1S93 
$367,760 

277,968 
340,866 


.  $1,278,807 


$986,594 

459.131  392,633 

327.783  357,970 

302,175  454,257 


First  Six  months  $2,367,896 

July 430,263 

August  .  542,056 

Sept 781,363 

Third  quarter  .  .  $1,753,682 


1S92 
$229,442 

263,543 
212,214 

$705,199 

257.980 
491.268 
753.033 


Second  quarter  .  $i,o89,c89        $1,204,860       $1,502,281 


$2,191,454  $2,207,480 

968,579  869,366 

616,829  683.192 

525.194  373.624 

$2,140,602  $1,936,182 


October     . 

November 
December 


349.843 
530,431 
174.530 


511.563 
395,060 
407,770 


542.204 

479.239 
299,865 


Fourth  quarter  .  $1,054,804 
Last  six  months  2,808,486 
Totals 5,176.382 


$1. 314.393  $1,321,308 
3.454.995  3.247.490 
5,646,399  4,300,'ooo 


Equitable  Aid  Union. 

The  Equitable  Aid  Union  of  Columbus,  Pa., 
finds  itself  unable  to  pay  a  judgment  of  Si. 000, 
and  it  has  therefore  been  kicked  out  of  Min- 
nesota, This  Pennsylvania  sham  has  been 
operating  in  California  without  authority  of 
law.  Probably  it  has  the  usual  number  of 
business  references — prominent  men  who  are 
referred  to  by  permission. 
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Coast  Fire  Insurance  Losses  in  1894. 

The  losses  reported  to  the  Coast  Review- 
foot  up  a  total  of  .?5,2oo,ooo.  December  losses 
were  the  lightest  since  1888.  Our  estimate 
last  month,  of  52  per  cent,  average  loss  ratio 
in  this  field,  need  hardly  be  changed.  A  few 
losses  are  yet  to  be  reported,  but  the  official 
total  will  probably  vary  little  from  five  and  a 
fifth  or  five  and  a  quarter  million. 

What  will  the  total  Coast  premiums  amount 
to*  We  can  only  guess.  It  is  the  general 
opinion  that  there  will  be  an  absolute  loss  of 
ten  per  cent.  Let  us  assume  the  pi-emiums 
fell  off  a  round  million.  That  would  give  an 
average  loss  ratio  of  50  per  cent.  In  former 
years  we  could  calculate  on  a  pretty  even  per- 
centage of  increase  in  business ;  in  these  hard 
times  we  are  "at  sea."  We  hazard  the  guess, 
however,  that  the  average  Coast  loss  ratio 
will  range  from  50  to  52  per  cent. 

Our  figures  indicate  an  average  loss  ratio  of 
44  or  45  per  cent,  in  California,  and  59  or  60 
per  cent,  in  the  outside  territory.  The  San 
Francisco  loss  ratio  increased.  We  venture 
to  make  other  estimates,  not  nearly  so  ac- 
curate, however :  Average  loss  ratio  in  Ore- 
gon, go  per  cent. ;  in  Washington,  77  per  cent. ; 
Idaho,  100  per  cent. ;  Nevada,  58  per  cent. ; 
Utah,  84  per  cent. ;  Montana,  50  per  cent. ; 
Arizona,  75  per  cent. 


Blow=Hole  Plate-Armor  Protection. 

The  Royal  Arcanum  will  insure  no  more 
policemen. 

The  Royal  Arcanum  levied  assessments  for 
ten  suicides  in  a  recent  month. 

The  Odd  Fellows  Mutual  Relief  Association 
of  New  York,  organized  in  1873,  has  quit. 
Next !     ■ 

The  percentage  of  unpaid  claims  in  the  Mu- 
tual Reserve  has  advanced  from  20  per  cent,  in 
1890  to  29  per  cent,  in  1893.  One  special  agent 
alone — John  H.  Jewell — says  that  he  settled 
in  six  months  no  fewer  than  forty  claims  for 
^0,000  less  than  the  face  value  of  such  claims. 
So  says  Vigilant  of  New  York. 

Three  assessments  for  December: 

American  Legion  of  Honor, 

Ancient  Order  United  Workmen, 

Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor, 

Workmens  Guarantee  Fund  A. 

Rather  monotonous  this,  for  the  unfortunate 
members.  It  means  .J18  a  year  and  lodge  dues 
and  admission  fees  for  every  .?i,ooo  of  insur- 
ance. Young  man,  you  can  do  better  in  an  old 
line  company,  and  have  your  insurance  con- 
tract "backed  up"  by  millions  of  assets. 


The  Women's  Mutual  Ins.  &  Acci.  Co.  of 
America  is  reported  dead  as  a  door  nail,  which 
is  vei'y  dead  indeed. 

The  attention  of  the  reader  is  directed  to  an 
extract  from  a  foreign  paper,  appearing  else- 
where in  this  number,  setting  forth  the  way 
the  Mutual  Resei-ve  Fund  resists  claims 
abroad. 

P.  B.  Armsti-ong  says  President  Harper  of 
the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  draws  a  salary  of 
840,000  a  year,  in  addition  to  his  "abnormal 
commission  contract."  It  is  reiwrted  that  the 
president  of  this  "insurance  at  half  price" 
association  draws  altogether  *ioo,ooo  a  year 
for  his  services.  Mr.  Armstrong  now  presses 
his  claim  for  §300,000  because  he  feels  that 
"further  delay  is  dangerous  while  the  Mutual 
Reserve  remains  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Harper 
as  president."  There  does  appear  to  be  some- 
thing wrong  with  the  present  condition  of  this 
New  York  hat-passer.  It  is  i-esisting,  repud- 
iating and  compromising  claims  on  all  sides,  as 
never  before. 

The  Railwav  Firemen's  Union  now  requires 
every  member  to  carry  a  policy  for  five,  ten  or 
fifteen  hundred.  The  latter  costs  .*i6  a  year, 
but  "new  blood"  is  solicited  as  a  condition  of 
that  cost.  How  can  they  get  new  blood  when 
all  firemen  must  be  members,  and  outsiders 
are  shut  out  *  The  average  mortality  cost- 
railway  accidents  barred — from  age  21  to  age 
41  will  be  S15,  and  to  age  51  the  cost  will  be 
■?i8  per  .Ji,5oo  insui-ance  ;  and  to  this  sum  must 
be  added  expenses  and  losses  in  collecting. 
Debs's  insurance  company's  rates  are  too  low, 
even  for  a  company  not  making  a  specialty  of 
railroad  risks.  Here  is  something  else  for 
Debs  to  reflect  on  during  his  six  months'  in- 
carceration. 

The  Union  Central  Advocate,  of  Cincinnati, 
publishes  the  following  letter  from  Thomas 
Yeager,  a  dry  goods  dealer. 

Evansport,  Ohio,  July  25,  iSgi. 
This  is  to  certify  that  about  eighteen  years  ago  I 
was  insured  for  $1,000  (?)  In  the  Odd  Fellows  Bene- 
ficial Association,  of  Columbus.  Ohio,  which  is  an 
assessment  society.  My  assessments  at  first 
amounted  to  only  about  $15  per  year  but  have  grad- 
ually increased  until  it  cost  me  over  *6o  per  year, 
when  on  account  of  the  increased  cost,  falling  oft 
of  membership,  I  concluded  it  would  soon  collapse, 
and  consequently  dropped  the  insurance.  I  have 
paid  in  this  society  during  this  time  over  $700  and 
am  now  without  insurance,  as  far  as  this  society  is 
concerned.  On  occount  of  impaired  health  I  am  un- 
able to  secure  any  nn^  insurance  and  my  estate 
will  never  receive  any  value  from  the  $700  paid  in 
this  society. 
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The  Prairie  State  Benefteiary  Associatiou 
of  Peoria.  111.,  is  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver. 
Next! 

The  New  York  department  is  cxaraiuing 
the  Mutual  Reserve.  Mr.  Shannon,  what 
would  Mr.  Pierce  do  if  you  were  to  report 
that  the  bijr  hat-passer  has  been  shaving  many 
claims  lately ;    More  anon. 

One  Mr.  Hess  (says  Insurance  Age)  had  a 
claim  against  that  fearfully  and  wonderfully 
constructed  concern  known  as  the  Guarantee 
Accident  Lloyds  for  Si, coo.  One  hundred 
"  underwriters  ■■  owed  him  .*io  each.  He 
sued  one  and  got  a  verdict  carrying  costs 
of  .?2i.so  with  it.  And  the  judgment  debtor 
appealed. 

The  Eureka  Endowment  Association  of  San 
Francisco,  a  swindle  duly  authorized  by  the 
state  of  California  and  repeatedly  exposed  by 
the  Coast  Review,  has  distributed  its  assets 
pro  rata  among  claimants  and  dropped  into 
obscurity.  The  first  and  final  dividend 
yielded  less  than  one  per  cent.  A  number  of 
the  matured-certificate  holders  had  accepted 
notes.  In  some  eases  •^280  had  been  paid  in 
dues  and  assessments,  and  these  claimants 
were  "paralyzed"  when  the  court  awarded 
them  about  ^1.50  each  in  full  and  final  settle- 
ment of  their  claims.  A  few  years'  subscrip- 
tion to  the  Coast  Review  would  have  been  a 
profitable  investment  for  these  credulous 
people. 


Accident  Notes. 

The  Standard  Life  &  Accident  of  Deti-oit 
recently  issued  a  •?6oo,ooo  policy  covering  the 
liability  of  the  Pabst  company  in  Milwaukee. 
The  premium  was  .?7,ooo. 

Wm.  Bro  Smith,  secretary  of  the  United 
States  Mutual  Accident  Association  of  New 
York,  has  resigned  and  accepted  a  iwsition 
with  the  Travelers  of  Hartford. 

According  to  a  veracious  exchange,  a  New 
York  jewelry  salesman,  with  thirteen  letters 
in  his  name,  insured  in  the  Preferred  Acci- 
dent insurance  company,  under  policy  No. 
138,943,  on  March  i:i.  i8go.  He  met  with  a 
serious  injury  November  13.  1893.  and  was  dis- 
abled for  twelve  months.  On  November  i:i. 
1894,  his  claim  for  one  vear,  or  four  times 
thirteen  weeks,  and  amounting  to  $1,300.  was 
paid.  The  nature  of  the  disabilitj'  necessi- 
tated the  cancellation  of  policy,  and  the  un- 
earned premium,  curious  to  note,  amounted  to 
thirtei'i)  cents. 


Fire  Protection  Notes. 
Dallas.  Or.,  has  purchased  a  hook  and  ladder 
outfit. 

The  PocatoUo,  Id.,  fire  department  has  dis- 
banded. 

Portland  will  reduce  the  expenses  of  its  fire 
department  some  20  per  cent. 

The  new  Vallejo,  Cal.,  waterworks  are  prov- 
ing satisfactory.    The  pressure  is  strong. 

Chief  Hunt  of  the  Seattle  fire  departnient  • 
says  the  supply  of  first-class  hose  is   inade- 
quate, and  there  should  be  no  delay  in  procur- 
ing at  least  5.000  feet. 

The  Port  Costa  water  system  is  now  con- 
nected with  the  Martinez  system,  which  will 
give  the  Port  80  pounds  pressure  and  plenty 
of  water  for  fire  protection. 

Ogdeu  has  closed  its  "bench''  fire  station, 
and  reduced  the  central  station  force  to  ten 
men.  Will  this  be  good  economy  if  the  P.  I. 
U.  advances  Ogden  rates  in  consequence '. 

Manager  Laton  of  the  Palatine  qualifies  the 
statement  that  San  Francisco's  fire  depart- 
ment is  "one  of  the  best  equipped,"  with  "i. 
c,  considering  the  fact  that  it  is  not  a  full 
paid  department,  which  it  should  be.'' 

Lodi,  Cal.,  has  ordered  a  hose  cart  and  500 
feet  of  hose.  The  waterworks  company  fur- 
nishes the  water  free  for  one  year.  The  new 
fire  company  is  called  the  Watermelon  Fire 
Brigade,  and  there  is  not  a  darkey  among 
'em.  The  Lodi  district  is  noted  for  its  water- 
melons. If  at  a  fire  the  water  supply  is  ex- 
hausted, the  brigade  can  fire  a  few  biifedsides 
of  watermelons  into  the  flames. 

I  favor  stand-pipes  and  hose  in  these  high 
buildings,  and  the  necessary  power  in  the 
cellar  to  be  used  in  the  event  of  fire  in  the 
upper-stories.  It  is  a  matter  that  should  be 
considered  by  architects  and  owners,  and  the 
department  should  be  consulted  in  the  matter 
of  detail.  As  far  as  I  know  no  such  auxiliary 
plants  exist  in  the  city.  Some  day  we  mem- 
bers of  the  fire  department  will  be  mere  spec- 
tators of  a  conflagration  up  in  the  clouds,  with 
no  more  power  to  stem  the  flames  than  so 
many  ants.  The  municipality  of  Chicago  in- 
sists on  two  requirements  from  the  owners  of 
tall  buildings,  namely,  that  they  shall  provide 
standing-pipes  and  a  force  of  water  in  the 
stories,  as  I  have  indicated,  and  that  the 
elevator  service  shall  at  all  times  be  available 
to  carry  fire  apparatus  into  the  upper  parts  of 
the  building.  We  would  do  well  to  follow 
Chicago's  example. — N.  Y.  Chief  Bonner. 
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Butte  City,  Mon.,  has  a  new  fire  depart- 
ment hall,  costing  $5,000.  It  is  a  metropolitan 
affair— electric-lighted,  with  automatic  stall- 
openers,  and  spring-doors.  The  local  papers 
boast  of  their  flre  department. 

At  a  recent  fire  at  San  Bernardino,  Cal., 
there  was  a  little  clash  of  authority  between 
Chief  Tittle  and  Master  Mechanic  Prescott 
of  the  Santa  Fe  shops.  The  latter  was  first 
on  the  ground,  and  when  the  department  ar- 
rived and  the  chief  undertook  the  direction  of 
affairs  there  was  imminent  danger  of  an  out- 
break for  a  few  moments.  A  number  of  stri- 
kers were  on  the  scene,  all  backing  up  the 
chief,  while  180  men  from  the  shops  were  there 
to  do  battle  for  Prescott,  but  the  matter  qui- 
eted down  without  any  serious  trouble. 


New  Publications. 

Biennial  Rep.  Auditor  South  Dakota:  by  J. 
E.  Hippie,  State  Auditor. 

The  Panglima  Muda :  by  Rounsevelle  Wild- 
man.  Overland  Monthly  Publishing  Co.,  San 
Francisco.  This  is  an  illustrated  romance  of 
Maylaya,  written  in  an  entertaining  fashion, 
with  clever  pictures  by  Pierre  Boeringer. 

Hand-Book  for  Fire  Insui-ance  Agents:  by 
Samuel  R.  Weed,  Spectator  Co.,  New  York. 
This  is  a  cloth-bound  book  of  150  pages.  Con- 
tains chapters  on  the  universal  mei'cantile 
schedule  system,  electrical  dangers,  special 
hazards,  special  clauses;  and  Western  Union 
and  New  York  Tariff  short  rate  tables. 


United  States  Supreme  Court   Marine  Decision. 

A  telegram  from  Washington,  D.  C,  to  T.  C. 
Van  Ness,  attorney  for  the  prosecution,  an- 
nounces that  on  January  7  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States  decided  in  favor  of  the 
prosecution  in  the  case  of  The  State  of  Califor- 
nia V.  R.  B.  Hooper. 

The  defendant  was  charged  with  misde- 
meanor in  writing  marine  business  in  unau- 
thorized companies,  in  San  Francisco,  in  1888. 
He  contended  that  the  California  law  prohibit- 
ing marine  insurance  in  unauthorized  com- 
panies was  unconstitutional,  on  the  ground 
that  a  marine  insurance  contract,  unlike  a  fire 
insurance  contract,  was  an  instrument  of  com- 
merce, and  therefore  not  subject  to  regulation 
by  the  state. 

A  test  case  was  made,  and  the  superior  court 
of  San  Francisco  rendered  a  decision  in  favor 
of  the  state,  and  the  defendant  was  fined  a 
nominal  sum.  The  case  was  appealed  to  the 
federal  supreme  court,  which  on  the  7th  inst. 
decided  in  favor  of  the  state  on  every  point. 


and  explicity  ruled  that  the  state  has  a  right 
to  regulate  marine  insurance  the  same  as  fire 
or  other  insurance.  A  full  text  of  this  decision 
will  appear  in  the  February  Coast  Review. 

Tile  Pacific  Insurance  Union. 

The  affairs  of  the  Pacific  Insurance  Union 
remain  in  about  the  same  condition  as  when 
the  December  Coast  Review  went  to  press. 
The  Home  and  Phoenix  and  the  "very  con- 
servative" Northwestern  National  are  still 
out. 

Several  offices,  '-to  be  in  a  position  to  protect 
themselves,"  have  sent  in  letters  of  resigna- 
tion, to  go  into  effect  at  the  end  of  thirty 
days,  or  at  any  time  thereafter,  should  the 
letter-writers  so  elect.  On  the  7th  inst.  a 
committee  of  five  was  appointed,  to  make  "a 
treaty"  with  the  outsiders  and  the  violators 
of  union  rules,  and  much  is  hoped  for  as  the 
result  of  their  conciliatory  work.  The  under- 
writers of  San  Francisco  are  not  ready  to  com- 
mit Imri-kari,  or  whatever  the  Japanese  word 
for  perfunctory  and  spectacular  suicide  may 
be. 


The  Head  Case  at  Los  Angeles. 

In  May  last  Alex.  J.  Mead  of  Los  Angeles 
was  found  on  his  door-step,  in  an  injured  con- 
dition. He  had  been  knocked  down  by  a  shy- 
ing horse.  A  few  hours  later  a  physician  was 
summoned,  and  a  few  days  later  Mead  died  of 
pericai-ditis.  He  carried  *35,ooo  life  insur- 
ance as  follows:  Pacific  Mutual,  A2,35o;  Mu- 
tual Life,  83,000;  Washington  Life,  .Sijooo;  In- 
dependent Order  Foresters,  -$3,000;  Bankers 
Life  of  St.  Paul,  S6,ooo;  Covenant  Mutual,  S!2o,- 
000.  The  regular  companies  promptly  paid  the 
claim,  and  we  presume  that  the  "irregulars" 
have  paid  also.  There  was,  besides,  $5,000 
accident  insurance  in  the  Inter-State  Cas- 
uality,  which  company,  by  the  way,  is  not  au- 
thorized to  do  business  in  California.  The 
hyphenated  company  refused  to  pay  on  the 
ground  of  alleged  fraud,  and  promised  "sen- 
sational developments"  which  have  not  yet 
arrived.  The  death  of  Mead  was  from  acci- 
dental causes  or  it  was  not ;  and  the  Inter- 
State  Cas.  need  not  go  outside  of  the  record 
to  trump  up  evidence  of  perjury  and  con- 
spiracy. But  $5,000  may  be  a  whole  lot  of 
money  for  this  obscure  enterprise. 


Ax  Indiana  pastor,  impersonating  Santa 
Claus  at  a  church  entertainment,  was  covei-ed 
with  cotton.  The  cotton  caught  fire,  and  the 
pastor  was  so  badly  burned  that  his  di^ath 
was  feared  for  awhile. 


30 


THe  Coast  T{eview. 


ll      1 

00   C*  'O  ^  P< 

! 

i8 

p» 

a 

00 

C  r*  ■^'T  in 

*!?!??  = 
pi  pio  -^o 

s- 

t 

o 
pt 

li^ 

«  «        -  p<  r- 

? 

U-)  M  -H  M  r^  « 
N  M^  »0  "   -   M 

s 

1 

p* 

i 

ti" 

«&                        „- 

<-i  pi" 

^ 

00 

8 

s 

a 

ft 

3SS^^i? 

RS'oiS'^S  g. 

m 

g; 

■^ 

or  o'  in  -i  in  rC. 
O  -r  P*  —  O*  0 

qnO  m  m  h^  -^ 

s 

in 

d 

o 

^57;^^;^^ 

3* 

o 

-3- 

Eh- 

«& 

Pi 

fO 

in 

2 

«& 

e& 

S 

■ir  i/>oo  '-•  ro»r 

O 

f^O    rOPT-    O 

o 

N 

in 

N  r-.t,  fOM  r> 

€ 

o  »00  -v  "^  f^ 

X 

X 

o 

u 

d» 

q  t  'O  '^  •^  ". 

PI  o  '^so  -r  m 

^ 

fO 

■^ 

d 

<  ^ 

■sA     M     «     ^tC    pi 

rC 

c*  pi  -i"  ^  o'  -T 

X 

o 

c^ 

u  CT»x  mc*  o 

O 

-«■  m  t^  p')  irt - 

rO 

0) 

PO 

do 
p» 

uO 

•V 

• 

93 

.  c'^ 

00  lO  ^  pO  CT*  O 

00 

C4   rox   O   -   TT 

X 

o 

o 

5 

WOO  -•  p»r^  " 

■Tj-  tn»n  o  -■  "3 
d"  o*  *o  cT  ^oc 

o 

b  r^O  U-)  o  p» 

■*f  o"«0  pT  lO  pi 

C*  *C        •-■  i-«   « 

to 
pi 

pi 

pa 

in 

00 

1 

fl& 

e& 

p* 

5 

o   —   0    i~-  C   P> 

o 

P»      .000      . 

p* 

P4 

O 

■j- 

X 

S  -^  oo  c  - 

N 

m   •  o  o  o 

Ift 

I-. 

o 

I 
1 

«   0    S   ttOnu- 
\do6  tOjn       P; 

r- 

o*  .  m  POO    . 

PO 

O 

1 

^ll'^^Tr 

\rt 

O  O  t^  r^oo  P) 

o 

in 

c 

5 

to 

O**^  P*  T  CO 

fO 

X 

ON 

a 

♦OP*  r-.  -r  fO  c 

S            ON 

r^O  P*  -^  -^  C 

rO 

B9 

O  w  «  rCo  p' 

s5 

^x  00  pToo  o' 

R 

5 

^ 

D 

>> 

» 

^ 

.O 

o 

o  *r>o  po 

CO 

.  o  o    .  o    . 

5 

% 

o 

u 

s 

1 

•  O  00  oo 

■^ 

P*    -ej-         O 

o 

m 

M 

.  r-r-»oqj 

t^ 

.  ^'^  ■  o    . 

P) 

q_ 

p)^ 

1 

m 

rC       p*" 

«  ci      in 

<> 

■^ 

^ 

t 

«& 

■  p» 

w 

in 

*< 

e«B 

c  o  o  o  •-■  o 

r^ 

O  r>.  O  r^P»  00 

o 

r^ 

m 

a 

s 

!:•< 

OO  C30   O   '^  « 

r^ 

00  r*  Ago  ^ 

PO 

O 

r^ 

C    2   -T  C  »   -« 

00 

O^O   fO  0_  rO  PO 

X 

r^ 

■^ 

ce 

2*! 

rC  r^  ri  ^3o"  w 

6> 

^  i-T  pi  cf  fs  in 

c^ 

p* 

rC 

cc 

tt 

a^ 

«   «   P*   r>-,  T 

JO 

-T 

un 

d 

M   C  QO  *^aO   rj 

■^ 

O  O  X   lO  fOO 

X 

P4 

O 

6 

« 

o_  *9'^*^  ?'^ 

PI    ^O  tT  -^  -T  T 

rO 

X 

ON 

fl> 

3 

CB 

PO 

Tro_^  tto^  ovx 

ON 

p* 

■< 

vo  r^  ■-  -^-^  c 

lO 

-'  -'x'  pT  -i  -^ 

o" 

o 

P) 

d 

• 

a 

ro—  «   —         Pt 

PO 

■^ 

S 

a& 

a& 

1 

0 

« 

»  p 

W  VO  -«   C    O   '' 

5        W 

Oi^Ottp*  r>.  p* 

r- 

ON 

t- 

PI  O  p*  r-*  o»ac 

'     5. 

5>^S=^5'-g 

o_ 

X 

o 

^2 

d»  —  c  <>  pi  p< 

c> 

^'S'si^s^^ 

rC 

r^ 

^ 

U 

a 

3        P* 

PO 

o 

.2 

*^ 

s 

s 

00  in  -r  X  -  o 

\     o 

O    O^X    PI    rOO- 

r^ 

fO 

rO 

■n 

o 

to  -^  o^  mo  r- 

•       O 

r  -  -n  p<  o  o  p* 

X 

t- 

s 

tn  M  i^  ^  CT*  0 

N      tn 

ox  M^  "^  «n  in 

?o' 

x_ 

o 

>> 

POP*  -*■  O  t^  f* 

>    pi 

o'  in  -"  -T  «  ■<? 

x" 

o~ 

c3 

a 

■^r-  «  p*  >-•  -a 

-     o 

inr-pom  r*)- 

in 

N 

o 

1 

ee 

0& 

PO 

m 

t^ 

5    ^ 

C  COXO   -   u- 

:      x 

pt  in  -n  f-^o  o 

^ 

„ 

0 

:3 

5 

QC   OM-^  —  "^  « 

-T  inx  TT  t^  r^ 

r^ 

as 

lii 

mx  r^  ^-r  r- 

pi 

O    =   Pi.X   ^P*, 

c  o'  X*  d*  w  o' 

in 

in 

d 

■M 

\n->  r-f-o  \f 

1       -r 

POO  >octpoo 

"I 

r^ 

PO 

o 

1 

r^ 

■-'   ^0—  P<   —   >-« 

P»  rr  PO"-*  ■^ 

m 

pi 

pt 

u 

p^"H   -3-M  rs.  g 

fo  o  -TW  gv.2 

P«   OPi   —   O   t/" 
in<^r^  rC-TO 

^     m 

p*  o  o  o  mo 

,-> 

X 

,^ 

s 

%4 

•G 

OS 

3        PI 

p*  N  X  in  ■-  c-^ 

r*  ^  CT>p*  pom 
•n  o  in  d^xoo 

O  CT»t^  —  O  "<r 

«    N    N    «    « 

00 

X 

X 

4 

Oi 

i^'Ts-S 

«  p*  -TO  m  p 

i 

o 

c 

o 
o 

a 

^  —  —  < 

^  -,  «  w  «  - 

«il:r 

w 

X 

r^  r*  •*•  tn  -^o 

•^ 

0  in  m  -^^  ■-  tt 

X 

^ 

p* 

X 

o 

z  z  d 

-r  O-oo  'O  -1 

1-        P< 

S'?^?-.-? 

o 

fO 

in 

<  <  - 

'^.  C^  «n  I ;  'O  - 

"- 

rO 

■^ 

^ 

^ 

V.  =  : 

r  ,  00 

■^  CT*  pi  -'  pi  r-^ 

rC 

in 

in 

")  O"^  «   -   PI 

- 

O        O  O  O  - 

r^ 

X 

o 

ri 

A     ;; 

*  "" 

1^ 

Pt 

- 

r- 

B 

' 

g 

■a 

3 

X 

.    .    . 

o 

a 

a 
o 
B 

H 

o 

t- 

_x 

5 

z 

(D 

:3 

%      o^. 

X 

>;    . 

X 

a 

p 

S 

> 

c 

Is 

> 

-J 

X 

■^ 

g 

Knights  of  Pythias. 

This  fraternal  order,  never  very  prosperous, 
is  now  under  the  papal  ban.  The  effect  is  con- 
jectural, but  doubtless  the  membership  will 
be  reduced  in  consequence,  though  the  "ban'" 
is  not  likely  to  banish  any  impaired  risks. 
Lookout  for  an  increased  death  rate!  We. 
learn  also,  from  Thrift,  that  the  prohibition 
of  the  German  ritual  has  caused  several 
lodges  to  withdraw  and  organize  an  independ- 
ent order. 


Watt's  His  Name. — Here  is  the  opportunity 
for  the  company  that  wants  an  untiring, 
sleepless  solicitor.  In  Parke  county.  Ind.. 
according  to  the  ever  reliable  daily  press,  re- 
sides a  young  man  named  Tom  Watt,  who  has 
not  slept  for  twelve  years.  He  rests  only  two 
hours  in  twenty-four,  and  devotes  the  rest  of 
the  time  to  work. 


Electric  Wiring  ox  the  Coast.— Stockton. 
according  to  the  Mail,  has  been  shocked  by  a 
notification  from  the  P.  I.  U.  that  the  electric 
wiring  in  that  town  is  defective,  and  that 
porcelain  must  be  substituted  for  wooden 
insulators,  and  hard  rubber  for  soft  rubber  as 
a  coating  for  wires  near  woodwork. 


The  Suffolk  Mutual  Fire  Ins.  Co.  has  been 
offering  to  pay  75  cents  on  the  dollar  on  return 
premiums,  claiming  the  right  to  retain  the 
general  agent's  commission,  though  the  can- 
cellation proceeds  from  the  company.  There 
is  mutual  insurance  for  vou. 


France  is  seriously  considering  ttiS  project 
of  government  fire  insurance,  from  which  the 
treasury  expects  to  derive  a  profit  of  -i^ao.ooo.- 
000.  The  other  sort  of  lottery  would  be  a  bet- 
ter investment  for  the  state. 


Prefers  Blacking. 
This   is  what   Cashier  Wi-angham.   of    the 
Portland  agency,  says  a  life  assurance  agent 
should  be  these  days,  if  he  means  to  succeed : 

'One  who   never   turned  his    back,  but    marcheis 

breast  forward: 
Never  doubted  that  the  clouds  would  break: 
Never  dreamed,  though  right  were  worsted,  wrong 

would  triumph: 
Held,  we  fall  to  rise:  are  baffled  to  flght  better: 
Sleep  to  wake." 

W^e  agree  with  Mr.  Wrangham,  and  admit 
that  at  last  we  have  found  some  use  for 
Browning  I— Equitable  Record. 


Twenty-seven  Cincinnati  men  carry  -t^ioo.coo 
or  more  life  insurance  each. 
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Classified    Pacific  Coast    Fire    Losses   in    1S94. 


Property  Burned. 


Jan. 


Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July 


Aug. 


Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 


Total 


Asylum  buildings     

Banks 

Bridges  and  ti'estles 

Brick  bldgs— cents,  not  named  .   . 

Butcber  s'bops 

Barber  shops    

Barns  and  stables,  including  grain 

and  hay   

Bakeries     

Breweries 

Canneries 

Crockery,  lamps,  etc 

Churches     

Cooper  shops     

Confectionery  store  &  cents  .   .  .   . 

Dairies,  creameries 

Drug  stores  and  drugs 

Dwgs — cents  and  furniture    .... 

Electric  Plants 

Furniture  stores 

Frame  bldgs,  contents  not  named 

Farm  property     

Foundries— Iron  works,  etc.    .   . 
Factories— Tobacco  and  cigars  . 

"         —Boots,  shoes,  leather 

"         — Underwear 

'•  —Soap     

"         —Carriage 

Fruit  dryers 

General  fires     

Growing  grain,  grain  in  field  and 

hay  in  stack 

Groceries 

Harvesters 

Halls,  lodge  rooms,   theaters  and 

contents  

Hotels,  lodging  &  boarding  houses 

Jewelry  stores 

Kilns,  dry,  hops,  etc 

Laundries 

Lumber  and  shingles 

Mills— Saw 

"     —Quartz,  etc . 

"     —Flour     

"     — Planing,  sash  and  door  fac- 
tories      

"     —Spice 

Merchandise  and  buildings  .... 

Marble  yards 

Machine  shops  and  mills 

Meat  packing  establishments    ,   . 

Oil  works,  paints  and  oils    .... 

Printing  offices 

Pottery 

Photograph  galleries 

Paintings  and  pictures 

Restaurants 

Slaughter  houses 

Saloons,  wines  and  liquors  .... 

Steamers 

Sehoolhouses    

Stationery  stores  

Soda  water  works 

Warehouses,  wharves  and  conts.  . 

Total  Fires   


4 
135 


25 


I 

2 

I 

I 

2 

I 

I 

I 

46 

22 

.s 

6 

I 

287 


I 
I 

90 


16 


4 
198 


136 


34 


260 


105 
I 


2ig 


I 
109 


23 


3 
226 


I 

2 

105 


17 


14S 


131 


13 


I 

153 


345 


304 


7 
313 


I 

I 

7 

6 

20 

I 

23 

I 

I 

I 

2 

I 

I 

133 

117 

I 

8 

5 
14 
12 

2 

2 

I 

2 

2 

4 

2 

4 
2 

I 

2 

4 

7 

3 

I 

I 

3 

4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

21 

15 

6 

4 

I 

I 

I 

I 
6 

2 

I 

I 

I 

3 

251 

242 

I 

I 

6 

90 

3 

I 

3 

14 

248 

3 

3 

4 

I 

6 

I 

155 


3 

12 

1.438 


24 
288 


5 
I 

2 
1 
4 

63 

26 

21 


16 

74 


4 
16 


27 
13 


I 

302 

2 

34 


6 

59 
6 
6 

3 
2 

28 


3.021 
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The  Valued  Policy  Law  In  Oregon. 

Oregon  has  been  no  exception  to  the  com- 
mon experience.  Since  the  enactment  of  a 
valued  policy  law  fires  have  increased  in  num- 
ber and  flre  losses  in  amount.  No  doubt  a 
considerable  part  of  this  increase,  after  de- 
ducting the  big  loss  in  Portland,  was  the  re- 
sult of  the  valued  policy  law,  which  puts  a 
premium  on  arson.  To  meet  this  expected  in- 
crease of  losses,  rates  were  advanced  some 
ten  per  cent.  There  was  a  great  outcry.  In- 
fluential business  men  pledged  themselves  to 
work  for  the  repeal  of  the  law  this  winter, 
and  the  union  therefore  restored  the  old  rates. 
Now  we  shall  see  how  these  pledges  will  be 
carried  out. 

After  the  enactment  of  this  incendiary  law 
the  Portland  Oregonian  printed  the  following 
sensible  editorial  article,  which  we  commend 
to  legislators  generally : 


TUE    IXSVKED   PATS. 

After  several  fruitless  attempts  to  pass  a 
valued  policy  law  in  Oregon,  success  was 
achieved  last  winter.  The  natural  result  fol- 
lows. The  insurance  companies  have  added 
ten  per  cent,  to  premiums  to  cover  losses  im- 
posed upon  them  by  legislative  encoui-agement 
of  collusion  between  agents  and  insured  to  de- 
fraud them  by  insuring  property  above  its 
value.  There  is  great  outcry  against  this  so- 
called  extortion,  but  it  is  the  inevitable  re- 
sult of  vicious  legislation.  Persons  who  find 
the  additional  premiums  burdensome  should 
complain  not  of  the  companies,  but  of  the 
legislature. 

Valued  policy  legislation  has  a  superficial 
appearance  of  fairness,  but  it  is  as  objection- 
able and  vicious  as  every  other  attempt  of  the 
state  to  interfere  with  the  natural  operations 
of  trade ;  as  mischievous  and  objectionable  in 
principle  and  effect  as  usury  laws,  taxation  of 
credits,  and  laws  in  restraint  of  freedom  of 
commerce.  The  burden  of  valued  policy  legis- 
lation falls  ujwn  the  insured  as  certainly  as 
the  tax  on  credits  falls  upon  the  borrower.  It 
is  a  burden  even  more  intolerable  than  a 
direct  tax  for  benefit  of  the  state,  because  it 
is  a  tax  upon  the  honest  insured  to  make  up 
losses  imposed  upon  companies  by  frauds  of 
the  dishonest,  encouraged  and  protected  by 
the  state. 

In  Oregon,  for  example,  every  honest  person 
vrho  has  his  property  insured  at  a  fair  valua- 
tion must  pay  ten  per  cent,  additional  prem- 
ium because  the  state  compels  the  companies 
to  pay  in  full  excessive  insurance  obtained  by 


di.shonest  persons  through  collusion  or  careless- 
ness of  their  agents. 

It  is  a  sound  general  principle  that  a  coi-po- 
ration  is  responsible  for  the  acts  of  its  agents; 
but  companies  should  be  held  so  responsible 
only  to  innocent  persons.  This  law  malces 
them  responsible  to  persons  who  have  con- 
spired with  their  agents,  or  taken  advantage 
of  the  cai'elessness  or  incompetency  of  their 
agents,  against  them.  It  is  a  premium  upon 
fraud,  an  invitation  to  incendiarism.  The 
qualifications  in  the  Oregon  law  do  not  make 
it  much  more  acceptable.  It  is  provided  that 
the  face  of  the  policy  shall  be  the  measure  of 
the  loss  sustained,  except  in  cases  of  fraud  or 
collusion,  and  that  companies  may  elect  to  re- 
build instead  of  paying  the  loss.  This  places 
on  the  companies  the  burden  of  proof  of  the 
kind  of  fraud  hardest  to  detect  or  an  alterna- 
tive distasteful  to  them  since  it  is  not  their 
business  to  rebuild  houses,  but  to  pay  losses. 
Whether  this  is  theoretically  just  or  not,  it  is 
certain  that  the  companies  will  not  endure  it 
without  an  additional  charge  for  the  labor  and 
loss.  This  cost  must  be  paid  by  the  large  ma- 
jority of  the  honest  insui-ed,  though  it  is  im- 
posed by  the  acts  of  the  small  minority  of 
would-be  swindlers. 


New  Life  Business  Written  in    1894. 

Special  telegrams  to  the  Coast  Review  give 
the  following  new  business  figures  for  1894  r 

Union  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.— Poi'.tland,  Me., 
Jan.  II.     New  business  written,  ■*8. 124,983. 

Penn  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  -Philadelphia, 
Jan.  II.     Our  new  business  was  $22,io«>(t)oo. 

National  Life  Ins.  Co. — Montpelier,Vt.,  Jan. 
11-  National  wrote  •S14, 700.000  new  business. 
Surplus  increased  .*290,ooo. 

Travelers  Ins.  Co. — Hartford,  Jan.  11.  New 
business,  ^16,620,000. 

Provident  Savings  T.,ife  Assurance  Society. 
New  York,  Jan.  12.    New  business,  ?;2i, 800,000. 

Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co. — Mil- 
waukee, Wis.,  Jan.  12.  Last  year's  new  busi-. 
ness,  including  restorations,  §52,255, 530. 


Carelessness,  waste-paper  and  a  lighted 
match  started  a  flre  in  the  new  Vandervort 
block  in  Pasadena,  Cal.,  last  month;  but  the 
watchman  discovered  it  in  time. 

The  P.  I.  U.  offers  >!5oo  reward  for  the  arrest 
and  conviction  of  the  authors  of  the  Ci'ossley 
ranch  fires  near  Turlock,  Cal. 

Benn  &  Green,  new  agency  firm,  Aberdeen, 
Wash. 
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Valued  Policy  Legislation. 

The  several  legislatures  of  the  Coast  states 
are  now  in  ^session,  and  undei-writers  may 
therefore  look  for  "cinch"  bills.  The  valued 
policy  bill  is  the  old  stand-by  of  the  dema- 
gogue who  is  "out  for  the  stuff"  and  doesn't 
care  who  knows  it.  Sometimes  the  fellow  is 
from  the  city  and  sometimes  from  the  country. 
He  thinks  there  is  a  "sack"  somewhere,  and 
he  hopes  that  as  the  introducer  of  the  valued 
policy  bill  he  may  be  "approached"  by  the 
great  unknown  custodian  of  the  alleged 
"sack."  There  are,  of  course,  legislators  who 
honestly  believe  that  the  valued  policy  law  is 
an  equitable  and  protective  measure,  and  who 
are  of  the  opinion  that  their  constituencies 
favor  the  law.  It  is  to  this  class  of  legisla- 
tors, and  not  to  the  boodler  class,  that  we  pre- 
sent the  following  facts  and  arguments : 

The  valued  policy  law,  requiring  the  pay- 
ment of  the  face  of  a  policy  on  a  building  in 
case  of  total  loss,  regardless  of  deterioration 
or  overinsurance,  must,  in  the  nature  of  man, 
be  an  inducement  to  overinsurance,  fraud  and 
arson.  The  incendiarism  thus  provoked  in- 
creases the  fire  losses  and  therefore  increases 
the  insurance  rates.  The  experience  of  undei-- 
writers  proves  that  under  the  valued  policy 
law  it  is  impossible  to  prevent  overinsurance, 
and  equally  impossible  to  detect  the  conse- 
quent incendiarism  or  to  convict  the  incend- 
iaries. 

The  official  flgui'es  support  us  in  these  state- 
ments. In  Wisconsin  the  average  loss  ratio 
for  a  period  of  eight  years  prior  to  the  enact- 
ment of  the  valued  policy  law  was  55.44  per 
cent. ,  and  the  loss  ratio  for  eight  years  after 
its  enactment  was  66.62  per  cent.  In  Ohio  the 
loss  ratio  for  seven  .years  before  the  law  was 
enacted  was  40.75,  and  for  seven  years  after 
the  loss  ratio  was  61.43.  If  Texas  the  loss 
ratio  for  four  years  before  the  law  was  69.77, 
and  for  four  years  after  it  was  75.36. 

Here  are  three  large  representative  states 
— the  only  ones  in  which  the  valued  policy  law 
has  had  a  fair  trial — and  their  experience  is  a 
condemnation  of  the  law.  The  fire  losses 
have  increased  as  the  result  of  this  vicious 
legislation,  and  insurance  rates  have  neces- 
sarily advanced  to  meet  these  increased 
losses.  The  law  encoui'ages  ci'ime,  and  the  in- 
sured, not  the  insurer,  pays  the  cost. 


one,  as  you  know,"  he  said,  "but  the  people 
know  nothing  about  it.  It  takes  all  my  time 
to  tell  folks  what  the  company  is.  It  doesn't 
advertise.  I  am  doing  the  company's  work 
and  mine,  too.  But  I  am  done  at  the  expii-a- 
tion  of  my  present  contract.  They  asked  me 
to  do  what  no  agent  ought  to  be  required  to 
do."  And  then  the  talk  was  about  every- 
thing. We  stopped  at  iron  gate  No.  15  in  the 
grand  depot  to  show  our  ticket,  shook  hands 
with  our  old  friend,  and  he  left  us  with,  "I 
will  only  go  with  a  company  that  adver- 
tises."— Insurance  Magazine. 


In  St.  Louis,  not  long  ago,  we  met  an  old 
friend  who  is  a  successful  life  insurance 
agent.  Formerly  he  worked  for  a  well  known 
life  company ;  recently  he  has  worked  for  an 
unknown  company.     "The  company  is  a  good 


Pacific  Coast  Chips. 

— Change  your  advertisement  in  the  Coast 
Review — but  do  not  ensmall  it. 

—City  Agent  Finnegan  of  the  Travelers  is 
home  again,  after  an  Eastern  trip. 

— The  county  hospital  insurance  at  Stockton 
(•?35,ooo)  was  so  distributed  among  the  local 
agents  that  a  majority  received  an  $800  appli- 
cation. 

— Wm.  Finn,  a  successful  local  agent  at  Sut- 
ter Creek,  Cal. ,  representing  the  Liverpool  & 
London  &  Globe  and  other  companies,  spent 
the  holidays  in  San  Francisco. 

— The  North  German  has  entered  Colorado, 
and  appointed  Brannen  &  Kellogg  of  Denver 
agents.  The  North  German  shows  a  hand- 
some increase  of  business  in  this  field  during 
1894. 

— Fred  A.  Campbell  of  Oakland  "has  bidden 
farewell  to  the  insurance  business"  and 
turned  magnetic  healer.  Campbell  has  tried 
to  be  a  prominent  politician.  He  was  a  local 
fire  insurance  agent  in  Oakland. 

— The  Oakland  authorities  have  insured  the 
tire-proof  hall  of  records  for  ti3,ooo.  If  the 
building  is  not  fire-proof  it  should  be  made  so; 
and  if  it  is  fli'e-proof  the  authorities  have 
thrown  away  the  premium  money. 

— Timothy  O'Leary  insured  his  household 
goods  in  Redwood  City,  and  then  "up  and 
moved"  to  a  ranch,  and  neglected  to  have  his 
insurance  transferred.  Fire  occurred,  and 
Timothy  discovered  that  his  property  was  in- 
sured "while  contained  in"  the  Redwood 
house.  The  insurer,  the  Fireman's  Fund,  rec- 
ognized the  equity  of  Timothy's  claim,  and 
paid  the  loss.  We  commend  this  instance  to 
the  consideration  of  newspaper  editors  who 
are  forever  howling  about  "insurance  monop- 
olies" and  resistance  of  just  claims. 
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—Incendiaries  tried  to  burn  the  Acme  iron 
works  at  Los  Angeles. 

—A.  L.  Hatheway  succeeds  the  late  G.  C. 
Demmon  at  Vallejo,  Cal. 

—The  Griswold  Co.  is  the  name  of  a  new 
agency  at  San  Lucas,  Cal. 

— Maj.  Sprowle,  special  agent  of  the  Liverpool 
&  London  &  Globe,  was  married  iu  New  York 
city  on  Dec.  22. 

—Oakland  wants  a  fire  marshal  at  the  under- 
writers' expense.  Then  let  the  Oaklauders' 
speak  up  for  the  P.  I.  U. 

— The  first  office  to  favor  the  Coast  Review 
with  the  annual  state  and  Coast  figures,  this 
year,  was  the  North  German,  on  December  31. 

—  Local  ag:ents  are  requested  to  send  us  no- 
tices of  improvements  in  fire  departments  and 
water  supplies.  The  home  offices  are  always 
glad  to  hear  of  such  improvements. 

— An  Ontario  paper  speaks  of  Mrs.  Wells, 
manager  of  the  women's  department  of  the 
Home  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  New  York,  as  "the  only 
representative  of  her  sex  in  the  insurance 
business  on  the  Coast."  The  interior  paper 
errs.  There  are  several  ladies  engaged  in  the 
business  as  agents,  solicitors  and  brokers, 
among  whom  are  Mrs.  J.  M.  Murphy  of  San 
Jose  and  Mrs.  C.  W.  Dohrmann  of  Stockton, 
Cal. 

— The  insane  asylum  at  Provo,  Utah,  has  been 
insured  for  >'i5o,ooo,  divided  among  the  Ipcal 
agencies  as  follows : 

Halliday  &  Gates .*35.ooo 

Knowlden  &  Jones .35.000 

D.  A.  Swan 20,000 

Geo.  Havercamp 20.000 

R.  B.  Thurman 15.000 

C.  D.  Glazier 15,000 

John  Marwick 10.000 

—It  was  at  the  race  track.  The  respectable 
insurance  man  had  bet  on  the  right  horse,  and 
the  bettor  was  "a  win"  the  better,  and  the 
man  who  didn't  bet  was  no  bettor.  A  be-dia- 
moned  and  otherwise  "loud"  sport  approached 
the  smiling  insurance  man.  and  greeted  him 
familiarly  as  '-Pai-d,"  and  talked  the  slang  of 
the  ti'ack  as  a  matter  of  course.  The  insur- 
ance man  listened  quietly  to  the  "loud" 
stranger,  and  then,  handing  him  a  cigar, 
said:  "Tell  me  now  how  you  knew  I  was  a 
'sport' like  yourself."  The  gambler  lighted 
his  cigar,  and  with  a  broad  grin  replied: 
"Them  pants,  pard  1" 


— An  amended  cancellation  clause  is  before 
the  British  Columbia  solons. 

— C.  B.  Haight,  of  Vernal,  Utah,  has  sued  the 
Westchester  and  Home  of  New  York. 

— Chas.  A.  Green,  agent,  arrested  at  the 
Needles  for  obtaining  -iSi  under  false  pre- 
tenses, has  been  bound  over. 

— Will  the  gentleman  who  borrowed  our  copy 
of  GrisWold's  Text  Book,  some  time  ago,  please 
return  the  same.    Apologies  waived. 

— Chas.  Thorn,  Jr.,  Coast  manager  of  the  Na- 
tional Accident  Society  of  New  York,  with 
offices  in  the  Mills  building,  is  offering  a  good 
contract  to  agents.  This  society  insures  pre- 
ferred risks  only. 

— The  adjustment  of  the  Goldberg,  Boweh  & 
Lebeubaum  loss  is  not  yet  completed,  but  it 
is  expected  that  pi-oofs  will  be  filed  within 
the  next  few  days.  There  was  much  delay  in 
the  appraisal  of  damage  to  stock  removed  from 
the  basement  of  the  burned  premises.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  adjusters  the  awai'd  of  damages 
was  in  many  instances  excessive,  and  they  de- 
cided to  take  over  such  portions  of  the  dam- 
aged goods  at  inventoried  prices.  There  have 
been  two  sales  of  these  goods  at  auction,  for 
the  underwriters,  and  a  third  sale  will  follow 
on  the  i6th  inst.  The  result  of  these  sales 
has  been  a  salvage  of  25  per  cent,  on  the  aj)- 
praised  value. 

— L.  B.  Henderson,  who  for  three  years  held 
the  position  of  book-keeper  in  the  Seattle  office 
of  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Companv^jf  New 
York,  and  who  later  began  work  as  an  outside 
agent  of  the  Massachusetts  Mutual  Life  In- 
surance Company,  has  disappeared,  failing  to 
account  for  the  proceeds  of  life  insurance  pol- 
icies, while  B.  D.  Skelly,  proprietor  of  the 
Central  hotel  at  Castle  Rock,  has  an  unpaid 
boai'd  bill  of  860  as  a  memento  of  Henderson's 
stay  there.  Henderson  to  secure  the  cash  is 
said  to  have  hypothecated  notes  giyen  his 
company  on  policies  he  secured.  He  is  short 
at  a  conservative  estimate  about  S400.  He 
was  working  the  territory  about  Castle  Rock 
in  the  interests  of  the  Seattle  oflice  with  a 
young  man  named  Lament.  He  disappeared 
from  there,  leaving  Lament  to  borrow  money 
with  which  to  reach  Seattle. — Post-In telli- 
geucer.  Henderson  is  said  to  have  fled  to 
Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  where  "light- 
ning striker"  Fennell  now  is.  A  warrant  will 
be  sworn  to  by  the  Washington  manager  of 
the  Massachusetts  Mutual,  for  the  arrest  of 
Henderson. 
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— Many  overdue  ships  make  many  marine  men 
melancholy. 

— Fire  agents  in  Utah  talk  of  organizing  a 
compact  of  their  own — if ! 

— E.  E.  Squires,  Portland  Oi'egon,  announces 
himself  as  appraiser  of  buildings  and  machiney. 
Mr.  Squires  is  a  very  competent  appraiser  and 
has  done  good  work  for  the  insurance  compan- 
ies in  the  past. 

— A  hanging  lamp  in  a  stationery  store  at  435 
South  Spring  sti-eet,  Los  Angeles,  fell  and 
broke.  The  firemen  saved  the  building.  This 
is  the  second  flre  in  the  same  building  from 
the  same  cause. 

— W.  E.  Barnard  and  Harry  Benner,  forming 
an  Oakland  local  agency,  according  to  a  local 
paper  "will  give  assurance  to  their  patrons  of 
fair  dealing  and  prompt  adjustment  of  losses." 
This  is  a  "left-handed  compliment"  to  the 
companies  in  the  agency. 

— Boxes  and  rubbish  in  the  basement — just 
the  place  for  a  spark — caused  the  big  Brigham 
City,  U.,  fire.  The  waterworks  behaved  well. 
The  local  paper  wants  the  underwriters  to 
present  the  fire  boys  with  "a  bran  new  suit 
of  clothes."  Bran!  Certainly,  as  the  Kansas 
grasshopper  on  the  fence  said,  "in  this  wheat 
bye-and-bye." 

— J.  R.  MuUikin,  seci-etary  of  The  Merchants 
of  Newark,  visited  California  last  month, 
where  he  made  a  change  in  his  agency  on  this 
Coast,  by  transferring  it  from  Voss,  Conrad 
&  Co.  to  W.  H.  Friend,  secretary  of  the  Sun 
Ins.  Co.  of  this  city.  The  new  general  agent 
will  do  business  for  the  Merchants  in  the 
principal  cities  and  towns  on  the  Coast. 

— D.  A.  Spencer,  the  newly  appointed  general 
agent  of  the  Westchester  for  the  Coast,  took 
charge  of  the  office  on  the  first  of  the  month. 
Mr.  Spencer  will  make  but  few  changes  in 
the  ofBce  force.  He  has  appointed  as  his  chief 
special  Chas.  R.  Thompson,  formerly  with  the 
Hamburg-Bremen  and  Niagara.  Mr.  Thomp- 
son is  a  valuable  field  man  and  popular  with 
the  local  agents. 

— The  Seattle  Post-Intelligencer  prints  a 
creditable  illustrated  New  Year  supplement, 
which  we  recommend  to  our  readers  who  want 
to  know  all  about  Washington.  We  glean 
these  facts :  There  are  about  250  saw-mills, 
234  shingle-mills,  and  nearly  100  sash  and 
door,  bucket  and  other  wood-working  factories, 
in  the  state.  The  dail.v  capacity  of  the 
shingle-mills  is  over  16.000.000. 


—To  City  Subs.— Cut  out  our  city  insurance 
directory  and  hang  it  on  your  telephone.  You 
will  save  time  thereby. 

— Alfred  Jones,  formerly  of  this  city,  now  a 
resident  of  Vancouver,  B.  C,  is  visiting  San 
Fi-ancisco  underwriters. 

— Harry  C.  Boyd  of  the  Hamburg-Bremen  and 
Niagara  returned  last  week  from  a  four 
months'  trip  in  the  Pacific  Northwest. 
— Insurance  Commissioner  Higgins  has  begun 
suit  to. enjoin  the  Mutual  Relief  Association  of 
Petaluma.  which  is  doing  business  without 
legal  authority. 

— The  ^Etna  Insurance  Company  (reiwesented 
by  Geo.  Boardman)  reiwrts  on  January  ist 
§10,847, 816  assets,  a  gain  of  §40,000;  §3,197,847 
net  surplus,  a  gain  of  $188,000.  The  ^tna  is 
the  largest  American  fire  oftice. 

— The  Westchester  Fire  (represented  by  D. 
A.  Spencer)  makes  a  good  showing  in  its 
annual  statement,  as  compared  with  its  pre- 
vious year's  figures.  The  assets  on  January 
ist  were  $1,962,891,  a  gain  of  $141,342;  net  sm*- 
plus,  $368,381,  a  gain  of  $40,910;  income  1894, 
$1,552,143,  a  gain  of  $153,578. 

— Homer  Craig  read  a  very  interesting  paper 
before  the  Insurance  Clerks'  Association  last 
month.  Subject,  Co-insurance  as  a  Vital  Fac- 
tor. The  Insurance  Clei'ks'  Association  is 
composed  of  a  large  number  of  bright  young 
men  and  painstaking  students,  who  are  keep- 
ing pace  with  the  times,  and  many  of  them 
will  be  fully  qualified  to  take  the  managerial 
chair  when  their  time  comes. 

— The  Colo. -Wyo. -New  Mex.  compact  pot  is 
beginning  to  boil,  thanks  to  the  fuel  prepared 
by  disgruntled  business  men  in  search  of  cheap 
insurance  and  sharp  adjustments.  First  they 
want  the  rates  back  to  the  old  schedule  of  No- 
vember, which  the  companies  have  found  to  be 
too  low.  The  business  men,  who  know  all 
about  two  kinds  of  business— their  own  and 
insurance — "hold  that  the  i-ecent  increase  was 
unwarranted."     Hence  this  pot-roast. 

— Speaking  of  the  Pacific  Insui-ance  Union 
troubles  it  occurs  to  us  that  the  quickest  and 
most  effective  way  to  solve  the  problem, 
"What  shall  we  do  to  be  saved."  will  be  for 
each  manager  to  sweep  the  steps  and  side- 
walk in  front  of  his  own  house  at  tmce — then 
all  will  be  clean.  There  is  ho  other  plan  0/  sal- 
vatinn  at  this  time.  Each  "head  of  the  house" 
knows  whether  or  not  his  front  steps  are  clean. 
Don't  wait  for  j'our  neighbor,  but  do  it  miw. 
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—Brig-ham  City  (Utah)  complains  that  just  as 
soon  as  new  waterworks  were  put  in  the  in- 
surance rates  were  advanced  20  per  cent. 

—The  Hartford  Fire,  represented  bv  Belden 
&  Cofran,  made  big  gains  last  year,  to-wit :  A 
gain  of  $1,268,000  in  assets,  making  them  .?8,- 
645.735.  A  gain  of  ■*204.ooo  in  net  surplus. 
which  is  now  $2,500,346. 

—J.  H.  Ankele.  who  for  the  past  fourteen 
years  has  been  employed  in  the  office  of  the 
North  German  in  this  city,  has  been  appointed 
special  agent  for  the  company,  and  in  his  new  - 
capacity  has  been  doing  some  very  satisfactory 
tield  work. 

—The  famous  Cliff  house,  on  the  ocean  front, 
San  Pi-ancisco.  burned  on  Christmas  night. 
There  was  no  insurance  on  the  building,  which 
was  the  property  of  milliunalre  Mayor  Sutro. 
Perhaps  Mr.  Sutro  can  be  persuaded  to  caiTy 
insurance  on  the  new  Cliff  hotel. 

— Wm.  F.  Streich.  with  becoming  haste, 
writes  to  the  Portland  Oregonian,  asking  a 
correction  of  the  misstatement  that  he  had 
become  identified  with  the  "Mutual  Reserve 
Life"  instead  of  the  old  reliable  Mutual  Bene- 
fit Life  of  New  Jersey.  Mr.  S.  is  careful  of 
his  reijutation. 

—At  the  Owner's  Risk.— In  the  suit  of  Pal- 
mer V.  Warehouse  Co.,  at  Modesto,  to  recover 
$2,500  for  wheat  destroyed  by  the  burning  of 
the  warehouse  at  Claribel  station,  the  jury, 
by  a  vote  of  nine  to  twelve,  brought  in  a  ver- 
dict for  the  warehouse  company,  holding  tljat 
wheat  received  in  storage  is  at  the  owner's 
risk. 

—Manager  A.  E.  Magill  has  received  a  tele- 
gram announcing  that  the  gross  assets  of  the 
Phoenix  Ins.  Co.  of  Hartford  on  January  ist 
were  .*5.588.058.  a  gain  of  about  S160.000. 
Gains  were  made  in  premium  reserve  and  net 
sui-pl'us.  The  Phoenix's  unearned  premium  re- 
serve on  the  first  was  .?2,327, 261 ;  reserve  for 
unpaid  losses,  §523,579;  net  surplus,  $737,217. 
There  was  a  considerable  increase  of  business 
during  1894. 

— S.  C.  Pardee  the  newly  appointed  resident 
manager  of  the  Fidelity  and  Casualty  Co.  of 
New  York  is  probably  the  youngest  manager 
of  an  insurance  company  in  this  field,  but 
while  young  in  years  Mr.  Pardee  is  old  in  ex- 
perience, having  "grown  up"  with  the  com- 
pany in  the  New  York  office.  Mr.  Pardee  is  a 
thorough  business  man  and  fully  alive  to  the 
wants  of  his  agents,  and  we  predict  from  him 
gratifying  results  in  his  new  field  of  labor. 


— Col.  Hawes,  manager  of  the  New  York  Life 
on  this  Coast,  is  in  New  York. 

— President  Goodrich  of  the  Niagara,  after  a 
severe  illness  for  two  months,  is  again  at  his 
desk. 

— Chas.  D.  Morgan  and  H.  E.  Owen  of  Butte, 
Montana,  visited  San  Francisco  the  first  of 
the  year. 

— Louis  Levy  of   Madera,   a  local  agent,   is 
charged  with  a  shortage  in  his  accounts,  and  ■ 
an  officer  of  the  law  is  charged  with  the  duty 
of  serving  a  warrant  for  Louis. 

— The  Connecticut  Fire,  represented  by  Rob- 
ert Dickson,  reports  $2,972,632  assets  on  Jan- 
uary I.  a  gain  of  $141,500;  net  surplus.  $444,409, 
a  gain  of  $105,000.    Good  enough  1 

—Geo.  C.  Mott.  special  agent  of  the  St.  Paul 
F.  &  M.  Ins.  Co.  for  North  and  South  Dakota, 
Montana  and  Washington,  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  Chicago  department  of  that  com- 
pany. 

—The  Orient  of  Hartford,  represented  by  Wm. 
J.  Callingham,  made  satisfactory  gains  last 
year.  Its  assets  are  no%v  $2,051,884,  a  gain  of 
$47,500.  Its  net  surplus  is  $453,598,  a  gain  of 
$131,000  during  the  vear. 

— A.  F.  Gartner  of  Portland,  Or.,  special 
agent  for  Home  &  PhcEuix.  visited  this  city 
last  month  and  sui-prised  his  friends  by  mak- 
ing a  life  conti'act  as  full  partner  with  one  of 
'Fi-isco's  charming  ladies. 

— The  boodler  at  Sacramento  will  immediately 
disclose  his  hand — curved  palm  upw^d — by 
presenting  a  cinch  insurance  bill.  The  news- 
papers have  been  patting  him  on  the  back, 
and  will  themselves  get — left. 

— Kilgarif  &  Beaver,  general  agents  for  Cali- 
fornia (life  department)  of  the  Pacific  Mutual, 
were  first  to  rejxirt  results  of  '94  business, 
which  shows  a  handsome  increase  over  1893. 
The  amount  written  last  year  was  near  the 
million  mark.  Considering  the  times,  th«se- 
general  agents  should  be  congratulated. 

—Chas.  Watson,  who  has  been  looking  after 
the  interests  of  the  Fidelitv  «&  Casualty  Co. 
of  New  York  in  the  Pacific  Northwest,  has 
been  appointed  assistant  resident  manager  to 
Manager  Pardee  in  this  city.  Mr.  Watson  is 
a  good  field  man  and  will  at  once  proceed  to 
the  organization  of  the  agency  department  in 
California.  Local  agents  for  the  Fidelity  & 
Casualty  will  be  appointed  In  all  the  principal 
cities  and  towns  in  the  state  during  the  year. 
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— Thos.  H.  McDearmon,  the  energetic  St. 
Louis  representative  of  the  Pacific  Mutual 
Life,  visited  San  Fi-ancisco  last  month. 

— At  the  general  meeting  of  the  Munich  Re- 
insurance Co.,  Dec.  II,  the  following  report 
was  made:  Assets,  £692.479;  income,  £1,133.- 
535;  dividend,  12  per  cent.:  increase  iu  fire 
premiums,  £128,319. 

— The  Fire  Relief  Association  of  McMinnville, 
Or.,  was  incorporated  on  January  4.  The 
capital  stock  is  •*30o.  The  new  venture  will 
soon  be  posing  in  the  press  as  a  formidable 
mutual  about  to  rescue  property-holders  from 
the  jaws  of  the  dragon  P.  I.  U. 

— In  Kittleberger  v.  State  a  Portland  court 
held  that  oral  evidence  could  not  be  intro- 
duced to  vitiate  a  written  contract.  The 
company  refused  to  pay  the  loss  because  a 
chattel  mortgage  was  not  mentioned  in  the 
application  for  insurance.  The  plaintiff  was 
ready  to  swear  that  he  auswei'ed  "yes"  and 
that  the  agent  wrote  "no" 

— At  last,  or  thus  eai'ly,  an  oil  well  iu  the  Los 
Angeles  oil  district  has  caught  fire.  The  fire 
originated  from  a  spark  from  a  forge  near  the 
derrick.  The  spai-k  fell  into  a  cesspool  covered 
with  oil.  A  press  dispatch  sa.vs  the  oil  burned 
furiously,  and  it  was  with  great  difticulty  that 
the  fire  was  prevented  from  spi-eading  to  ad- 
jacent wells.  The  December  Coast  Review 
warning,  calling  for  cleanliness  and  restric- 
tions, was  timely. 

—A  San  Francisco  daily  paper  gives  an  ac- 
count of  the  disinterment  of  a  body  in  Death 
Valley  and  its  carriage  200  miles  for  identifi- 
cation, in  order  to  recover  the  life  insurance 
money.  A.  C.  Sorensen  died  of  thirst  iu  the 
desert.  His  body  was  found  and  buried,  and 
afterward  dug  up,  and  exposed  to  the  dry  air 
for  twenty-four  hours.  "In  that  thin  air,'' 
said  the  miner  who  was  paid  8600  for  taking 
the  body  to  Los  Angeles,  "he  dried  out  like 
shucks." 

— R.  L.  Banker  of  Portland,  Or.,  who  was  in- 
sured in  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  other  hat-pass- 
ers, fell  off  a  raft  while  at  woi'k  in  the  river. 
It  was  dusk  and  "the  body"  was  not  found. 
The  insurance  money  was  paid  "the  widow." 
It  subsequently  transpired  that  this  Banker 
swam  under  the  raft  and  to  the  shore.  A  few 
days  ago  he  was  arrested  in  Iowa.  An  extra- 
ordinary number  of  attempts  to  defraud  life 
insurance  cempanies  have  been  detected  in 
the  last  few  months.  It  is  not  probable  that 
many  remain  undetected. 


—One  of  Voss,  Conrad  &  Co"s  fire  offices— 
the  Traders — reports  §1,663,094  assets  and 
•*6o7.oo6  net  surplus  on  January  ist. 

— A  Denver  court  pronounces  unconstitutional 
the  Colorado  law  against  industrial  insurance 
on  children's  lives.    Sensible  judge. 

— John  F.  Siebe,  a  prominent  insurance  broker 
in  this  city,  has  associated  himself  with  the 
city  department  of  the  Hamburg-Bremen  and 
Niagara.  Mr.  S.  controls  a  nice  line  of  busi- 
ness. 

— Geo.  W.  Voogt  has  become  associated  with 
the  Pacific  Coast  agency  of  the  Preferred 
Accident  Ins.  Co.,  in  San  Francisco.  Mr. 
Voogt  was  of  the  firm  of  F.  AV.  Voogt  &  Bro., 
general  agents  accident  department  Pacific 
Mutual. 

— Geu'l  Josiah  Howell,  manager  for  the  New 
York  Life  Ins.  Co.  at  Sydney,  N.  S.  W., 
visited  old  friends  in  'Frisco  last  mouth.  The 
general  looks  well.  He  is  now  paying  his  re- 
spects to  the  home  office  people  and  friends  in 
New  York  city. 

— A  Los  Angeles  grocery  man  explains  the 
origin  of  a  fire  thus :  He  has  a  cat  which 
takes  sudden  fits  and  starts  and  darts  about 
regardless  of  surroundings  like  a  Malayan  run- 
ning amuck.  He  thinks  the  cat  scrambled 
among  some  matches  on  the  end  of  the  counter, 
setting  them  off,  and  the  fire  communicating 
to  some  oil  and  gasoline  near  by.  The  name 
of  this  grocery  man  is  G.  Semple. 

— Manager  Dornin  of  the  National  Fire  of 
Hartford  has  received  by  telegraph  the  fol- 
lowing figures  of  his  company's  condition  at 
the  close  of  1894:  Gross  assets,  ?>3, 549.000,  a 
gain  of  •?305,5oo;  reinsurance  reserve, -Si, 732,- 
000,  a  gain  of  $190,000;  net  surplus,  ■S508.000.  a 
gain  of  S201.400.  The  loss  ratio  was  only  50 
per  cent.  The  Pacific  department  reports  an 
increase  in  business;  premiums  in  1894  S247,- 
450,  a  gain  of  some  §26,000. 

— The  Holiday  Chronicle  suggests  to  us  that 
our  F.  U.  A.  P.  wits  might  borrow  a  good  idea 
from  "The  Passing  Show."  There  is  good  lo- 
cal material  for  something  of  the  kind  at  the 
annual  "jinks."  Latterly  there  has  been  a 
passing  "holy  show,"  which  we  hope  will  .soon 
pass  out  of  sight;  but  it  de.serves  a  fantastic 
portrayal  by  a  cartoonist.  We  suggest  that 
Manager  Gurrey,  who  is  a  clever  artist  as 
well,  be  solicited  to  conti-ibute  some  of  his  de- 
lightful pen-and-ink  sketches  for  the  Knap- 
sack this  year. 
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— The  late  millionaire  Fair's  estate,  which  is  — Sample  I — The  Dalles  (Or.)  Mountaineer,  of 

estimated  at  from  13  to  40  millions,  cai-ried  Dec.  22,  1894,  says:    The  State  Insurance  Co., 

fire  insurance  on  only  one  piece  of  property —  of  Salem,  has  instituted  several  suits  against 

?ioo,ooo  on  the  Lick  house.    The  special  ad-  people  in  this  county  to  collect  premiums  on 

ministi-ators  ask   the  probate    court   for    au-  their  ix)licies.    This  has  kept  the  justice  of  the 

thority  to  Insure  all  the  combustible  propert}-  peace  in  this  city  quite  busy  during  the  past 

of  the  estate.  few  days. 


Westchester 


,. „.. ^,i^A.„-.^A^,„..^^;u(3Mjy«Bixx  FIRE  INSURIISCE  COMPANY 

OF   NEW  YORK 


I  EstabUshed  1837  ) 


/Assets,     .     .     $1,920,525 


Do   Ao   SPENCER,   aeoeraiE   Agent 

409  California  Street  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

T  HP  Agents  Wanted. 

STANDARD 


Life  and  Accident 

Caslh   Capntal  Insurance  Company 

)0  Of  Detroit,  Michigan 


*  *  *  *  *  * 


Personal  Accident,  Employers'  Inlemnity,  Elevator,. 


*     *     *     *      *      * 


.And  all  forms  of  Liability  and  Accident  Insurance. 


D.  M.  Fbrry,  President  Stewart  Marks,  Secretary 

Wji.  C.  Mavbvry.  ManaglnB  Director  ■  E.  A.  Leonard,  Ass't  Secretary 

CLARENCE  F.  BRIGGS,  Supt.  Afencies,  Portland,  Or. 


CADMAN  &.  KITTLE,    Managers 

Agents  n'anted.  307  California  Street,  San  Francisco 
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Referring  to  Great  Merchants. 

When  the  Mutual  Fire  was  proudly  adver- 
tising merchants  like  Wannamaker  as  holding 
its  policies,  the  Artisans  of  Museantine,  la., 
a  company  with  only  Sio,ooo  assets,  was  adver- 
tising the  same  fact.  Both  companies  claimed 
that  the  acceptance  of  their  policies  by  busi- 
ness men  like  Wannamaker  and  Lippincott 
was  good  evidence  of  the  value  of  the  indem- 
nity. But  the  fact  is  that  these- men,  having 
great  values  in  a  small  area,  were  unable  to 
obtain  from  the  stock  companies  insurance 
enough  to  cover  the  risk.  They  were  obliged 
to  place  the  surplus  in  inferior  companies,  or 
cari'y  the  risk  themselves.  The  accumulation 
of  great  values  in  cities  like  New  York  and 
Philadelphia,  and  the  unwillingness  of  con- 
servative stock  companies  to  write  all  of  such 
risks  in  small  areas,  has  brought  into  exist- 
ence a  lot  of  irresponsible  Lloyds  and  mutuals. 
The  mutuals  have  another  tricK,  which  has 
been  tried  in  San  Francisco.  This  is,  to  in- 
sure a  pi'ominent  merchant  with  an  undesir- 
able risk,  and  then  cancel  it  the  next  day. 
The  mutual  can  then  advertise  the  prominent 
merchant  as  a  policyholder. 


Cannot  Collect  Claims  Against  iVIutuals. 

Referring  to  forced  assessments,  the  Penn- 
sylvania insurance  commissioner,  in  his  six- 
teenth annual  x-eport,  says : 

"Experience  shows  that  when  a  mutual  is 
unable  to  collect  enough  money  by  assessment 
to  pay  the  losses,  the  confidence' of  its  mem- 
bers is  impaired  to  such  a  degree  that  no 
compulsory  process  is  of  much  avail.  Resist- 
ance becomes  general  on  the  part  of  policy- 
holders because  of  excessive  exactions  resuft- 
ing  from  bad  management,  and  the  cost  of 
enforced  collections  of  small  amounts  from  a 
membership  scattered  over  a  large  territory 
renders  the  net  result  in  favor  of  creditors 
nothing,  or  hardly  worth  the  effort  ex- 
pended." 

The  first  breath  of  suspicion  usually  upsets 
these  card-house  mutuals,  even  when  they 
may  not  be  actually  embarrassed  financially. 
Reports  of  delayed  payments  ai'e  followed  by 
numerous  withdrawals  of  the  better-class 
risks.  But  all  bad  risks  remain,  and  the  pro- 
portion of  losses  to  amount  at  risk  becomes 
suddenly  large  and  overwhelming.  The  mu- 
tual then  fails,  and  leaves  a  long  string  of  un- 
paid claims.    Beware  of  fire  mutuals. 


ACCIDENT     AGENTS, 


ATTENTION! 


If  You  desire  to  make  an  engagement  with  a  Company  which  will  allow  you  a  large 
PERMANENT  RENEWAL  COMMISSION  on  all  your  business,  and  which  pays  its 
claims  promptly  and  in  full,  communicate  immediately  with 


Charles   Thorn,   Jr., 


Pacific  Coast  Manager    of  the 


Neitioxieil  A^cciclont  SociGty 


Of    New    York;. 


The  National  Insures  Preferred  Risks  Only 


Room  5,  3rd  Aoor,  Mills  Bldg,  S.  F. 


Why  Their  New  $10,000  Combination   Policy  Excels  All  Others. 

It  costs  only  .S16.00  per  year,  exclusive  of  the  $5.00  membership  fee,  which  is  paid  but  once. 
It  provides  the  most  liberal  and  varied  benefits,  at  the  lowest  cost. 
It  provides  increased  benefits  for  injuries  resulting  from  railway  accidents. 
It  contains  no  restrictions  as  to  getting  on  or  off  of  moving  passenger  conveyances. 
It  is  non-forfeitable,  and  free  from  unnecessary  restrictions  or  technicalities. 
Its  limit  of  travel  embraces  the  entire  civilized  world. 

It  is,  in  every  respect,  a  model  policy,  and  was  designed  especially  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  business,  professional  and  ti-aveling  man. 
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San  Francisco  Insurance  Directory. 


V 


Directory  of  San  Francisco  Fire  and  Marine 

Tele- 
phone 

General  Agents  and  Companies. 

Address. 

Insurance  Agencies. 

1991 

DUTTON,  Wm.  J 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn.,  Phila. 

401  Calif: 

1 

Telf-\    General  Agents  and  Companies. 

Addrens. 

5585 

Rhode  Island  Underwriters 
Union,  Phila. 

DU  VAL,  W.  S 

Continental,  New  York 

5107 

BAILEY.  JAS.D 

412  Calif. 

321  Pine 

Ins.  Co.  North  America 

1991 

FIREMAN-S  FUND  INS.  Co. 

401  Calif. 

201 

BALFOUR.  GUTHRIE  &  CO. 
(Geo.  W.  Spencer,  Manager) 
American,  N.  J. 

323  Calif. 

5167 

FRIEND.  W.  H 

Merchants.  N.  J. 

428  Calif. 

Manchester,  Eng. 
Caledonian,  Edinburgh 

5597 

GASKILL,  V.  W 

United  States.  New  York 

313  Calif. 

sai 

BALFOUR,  GUTHRIE  &  CO.    . 

316  Calif. 

1638 

(A.  H.  Small.  Manager) 

GRANT,  GEO 

501  Montg 

British  &  Foreign  Marine 
Yangtsze.  Shanghai 

• 

London  Assurance,  London 
Northern  Assurance.  London 

354 

BELDEN  &  COFRAN 

Hartford  Fire 

313  Calif. 

71 

GRANT.  TOM  C 

North  British  &  Mercantile 

212  Pine 

272 

BERTHEAU,  CESAR 

Germania,  N.  Y. 
Hanover.  N.  Y. 
United  Firemens,  Phila. 
Firemens.  Md. 

210  Sans. 

288 

GUTTE  &  FRANK 

Magdeburg.  Germany 
Wilhelma.  Germany 
National  Marine,  London 
Federal  Marine,  Switzerland 
Associated  Assurance  Go's 

303  Calif. 

427 

BOARDMAN.  GEO.  C 

.Etna.  Hartford 

514  Calif. 

i      433 

GURREY',  A.  R 

American,  N.  Y. 

423  Calif. 

BRADFORD,  JOHN  D 

308  Pine 

j 

British  America 

Fire  Association,  Phila. 

Western,  Toronto 

1842 

BROWN.  CRAIG  &  CO 

Phenix,  Brooklyn 
American,  Phila. 

407  Montg 

38 

HARRISON,  Wm.  GREER     .    . 
Thames  &  Mersey  Marine 

305  Calif. 

Pennsylvania.  Phila. 

666 

HAVEN,  CHAS.  D 

422  Calif. 

Svea,  Sweden 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe 

Greenwich,  New  Y'ork 

1184 

HEROLD,  Jr.,  RUDOLPH     .    . 

415  Calif. 

684 

BUTLER  &  HALDAN 

413  Calif. 

Hamburg-Bremen 

Phoenix,  London 

Niagara,  N.  Y. 

318  Calif. 

Providence-Washington,  R.  T. 

1086 

HOME  MUTUAL  INS.  CO.  .   . 

1466 

CALLINGHAM,  W.  J 

420  Calif. 

1 

- 

Scottish  Union,  Edinburgh 

128 

JACOBY.  FRANZ 

216  Sans. 

Orient,  Hartford 

Prussian  National 

680 

CATTON,  BELL  &  CO 

Union,  London 

406  Calif. 

208 

JAMES.  N.  T 

Alliance,  London 

416  Calif. 

195 

CHRISTENSEN.  CHAS 

American-Central,  St.  Louis 
Delaware.  Phila. 

317  Calif. 

396 

1 

LATON,  CHAS.  A 

Palatine,  Eng. 

439  Calif. 

Pacific.  New  York 

746 

MACDONALD,  WM.    ...... 

31S  Monte" 

London  &  Lancashire,  Eng. 

tj  Lv       .lv.i.ViXV^ 

321 

CRAIG,  HUGH 

312  Calif. 

i     1034 

MAGILL,  A.  E 

New  Zealand,  Auckland 

325  Calif: 

1 

Home,  N.  T. 

1886 

DEVLIN.  FRANK  J 

30S)  Sans. 

Phoenix,  Hartford 

Atlas,  London 

169 

MANN  &  WILSON 

322  Calif. 

698 

DICKSON,  ROBT 

401  Montg 

Lancashire,  Eng. 

Connecticut,  Hartford 

Agricultural,  N.  Y. 

Queen,  New  York 

Girard,  Phila. 

Royal  Exchange,  London 

Teutonia,  New  Orleans 

St.  Paul 

822 

DORNIN,  GEO.  D 

409  Calif. 

La  Fonciere  Marine 

National,  Hartford 

L"Universo  Marine 

DRIFFIELD,  V.  C 

213  Sans. 

538 

MAXWELL,  J.  D 

Firemens,  N.  J. 

421  Calif. 

Transatlantic.  Hamburg 

5836 

DUGAN,  A.  G 

Springfield,  Mass. 

215  Sans. 

1554 

MULLINS,  C.F 

Commercial  Union,  Eng. 

301  Calif 
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San  Francisco  Insurance  Directory. 


Tele- 
phone 


1015 


5136 


169'3 


5810 

5167 

5359 

5577 


54H 


113 


General  Agents  and  Com2>anies. 


OKELL,  DONNELL  &  CO. 
Patriotic,  Dublin 


POTTER,  ED.  E 

Franklin,  Phila. 
Williamsburg  City,  N.  Y. 


SPENCER,  D.  A.  .    .    . 

Westchester,  N.  Y. 


SPEYER,  WALTER  .... 

North  German,  Germany 


SYZ,  H.  W 

Helvetia  Swiss 
Balolse,  Switzerland 

SUN  INS.  CO.,  San  Francisco  , 


TYSON,  GEO.  H 

German-American.  N.  Y. 


VOSS.  CONRAD  &  CO 

Aachen  &  Munich,  Germany 
Traders,  111. 
Glens  Falls.  N.  Y, 
Franlriurt  Marine 
Bavarian  Lloyd  Marine 


WARREN  &  LANKTREE     .    . 
Milwaukee  Mechanics,  Wis. 


WATT,  ROLLA  V.  .   .    . 
Royal,  Liverpool 
Norwich  Union,  Eng. 


Address. 


411  Calif. 
508  Calif. 

409  Calif. 
2-25  Sans. 

410  Calif. 

428  Calif. 
435  Calif. 

204  Sans. 

410  Calif. 
500  Montg 


San  Francisco  Life,  Accident  and  Miscellan- 
eous Ag:encies. 


Tele- 
phone 


195 


5-244 


General  Agents  and  Comjianies. 


AMERICAN  SURETY  Co.,  N.Y. 

ARCHIBALD,  F.  A 

Union  Central  Life,  Cincinnati 


CRISTENSEN,  CHAS.  .   .   . 
Lloyds  Plate  Glass,  N.  Y. 


DUNPHY.  W.  H.  . 

Home  Life,  N.  Y. 


Address. 


331  Pine 
303  Calif. 

317  Calif. 


rm  I  FIELD.  H.  K 

New  England  Mutual  Life 


1376 


FORBES,  A.  B.      .    . 
Mutual  Life,  N.  Y. 


FOWLER,  E.  S 

Preferred  Accident,  N.  Y. 


Tele- 
phone 


Flood 

Big 

Mills 

Big 

Mutual 
Life  Big 

Mills 

Big 

1666 


1609 


169 


538 


1015 


750 
621 


970 
5161 
1739 


5577 


General  Agents  and  Companies. 


GRAY,  JOHN  H 

Washington  Life,  N.  Y. 

HARMON,  Jr.,  a.  K.  P 

Connecticut  Mutual  Life 

Hartford 


HASKELL,  W.  W.      . 
Travelers,  Hartford 


HAWES.  ALEX.  G.    .    . 
New  York  Life,  N.  Y. 


HOUGHTON,  H.  B 

^tna  Life  (&  accident)  Conn, 


LANDERS,  JOHN,      .    .    . 
Manhattan  Life,  N.  Y. 


LEAVITT,  W.  C 

Union  Mutual  Life,  Me. 


MANN  &  WILSON     .... 
Hartford  Steam  Boiler 
Metropolitan  Plate  Glass, 


MAXWELL,  J.  D 

London  Guarantee  &  Accident 
New  York  Plate  Glass 


MUNSELL,  JR.,  JAS.  .    .    . 
Mutual  Benefit  Life,  N.  J. 


OKELL.  DONNELL  &  CO.    .    . 
Employers'  Liability,  London 

PACIFIC  MUTUAL  LIFE,  S.  F. 
PACIFIC  SURETY  CO.,  S.  F,  . 


PARDEE,  S.  C 

Fidelity  and  Casualty,  N.  Y. 


PARKER,  C.  T.  M 

Massachusetts  Mutual  Life 


Address. 


333  Montg 
Mills   Big 

214  Montg 

Mills   Big 
212  Sans. 
»40  Montg 
419  Calif. 
322  Calif. 

421  Calif. 

415  Montg 

411  Calif. 

508  Montg 
308  Sans. 
319  Sans. 


PRATT,  GEO.  C 

Provident  Savings,  N.  Y. 

RIPLEY,  GEO.  H 

Equitable  Life,  N.  Y. 

SMITH,  CLARENCE  M.     ... 
Northwestern  Mut.,  Milwaukee 

STOLP,  G.  M 

National  Life,  Vt. 


THORN,  Jr.,  CHAS 

National  Accident,  N.  Y. 

UNITED  STATES  MUT.  ACCI. 

VOSS,  CONRAD  &  CO.     .       .    . 

Frankfort  Acci.  &  Plate  Glass 


314  Pine 

405  Montg 

Croc  k'r  Big 

Phelan  Big 

Crock' r  Big 

Mills  Big 

401  Calif. 
204  Sans. 
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THE 


ROYf\L 


InsuraQce  Compaoy 


OF    LIVERPOOL,    ENGLAND. 


Assets,    -    M6,ooo,ooo     ^     Losses  Paid,    -    ^9^000,000 


THE 


NORWICH  UNION 

pire  Insurance  Society 

OF    NORWICH,    ENGLAND, 

ASSETS,     -     $6,000,000.  *  Losses  Paid,.    -     $44,000,000 


Royal  and  Norwich  Union. 


Faclfic    Coast   Department: 

ROLLA  V.  WATT,   Manager, 

N.    E.    Corner     Montgomery    and    Sacramento     Streets,     SAN    FRANCISCO. 


Special    agents  : 

J.  L.  FULLER,      JNO.  T.  FOGARTY,      FRANK  M.  GILCREST,      H.  R.  BURKE. 
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ALL      KINDS      OF      INSURANCE      THAT     INSURES. 
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on  the 

ISth   of   Every 

|VIor>th 


J.  G.  EDWARDS,  Proprietor 

Pacific  Mutual  Building 
San  Francisco 
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Foreign  Subscriptions 


Vol.    49. 


February,    1S95. 
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THE  Otey  Manual. 

Ei'lracts  frinn  a  Few  of  the  Mtiny    ('riinplimenfary 
Letters. 

The  following  extracts  fi-om  a  few  of  the  many 
complimentary  letters  give  better  evidence  of  the 
merits  of  the  Manual  than  any  expressions  of  ours : 

Tacoma,  Nov.  17.  It  is  a  most  useful  liook  to  me. 
I  gather  a  great  deal  of  useful  information  from  it, 
and  I  shall  endeavor  to  prove  to  you  how  valuable 
it  is  to  me  in  my  daily  report.       F.  C.  Ambridge. 

Martinez,  Nov.  14.    A  very  valuable  book. 

S.  Blum  &  Bro. 

Ontario,  Cal..  Nov.  iS.  An  excellent  work,  and 
useful.  C.  H.  Dyar. 

San  Diego,  Nov.  15.    It  is  a  most  excellent  work. 

G.  B.  Grow  &  Co. 

Carson  City,  Nev.,  Nov. 


'9- 


It  is  very  useful. 

F.  R.  Hafer. 


Nov. 


Replete  with  useful 
R.  G.  O'Brien. 


Olympia,  Wash,, 
Information. 

Nevada  City,  Cal.,  Nov.  it.  I  am  much  pleased 
with  it,  finding  it  full  of  information,  plainly  given. 

Frank  Power. 

North  Yakima.  Nov.  iS.  Contains  a  great  deal  of 
desired  information.  Young  &  Spinning. 

Aberdeen,  Sept.  9.  It  is  a  great  help  to  us  in 
learning  the  working  of  your  company  and  in  rat- 
ing different  risks.  Wilcox  &  Mack. 


Digest  of  Recent  Insurance  Decisions. 

FIRE. 
Fnnthfui-terv.  Home  Ins.   Co.,  31  N.  Y.  Sirpp.  3. 

LOCAL   AGENT— WAIVER. 

The  fact  that  assured  told  the  agent,  when 
ho  applied  for  the  policy,  that  he  intended  to 
effect  other  insurance,  and  that  the  agent 
oi-ally  assented,  does  not  waive  a  condition  in 
the  policy  which  requires  the  consent  of  the 
company  to  the  procurement  of  additional  in- 
surances to  be  indorsed  on  the  policy,  where 
the  policy  provides  that  no  ofBcer,  agent,  or 
other  representative  of  the  company  shall 
have  power  to  or  be  deemed  to  liave  waived 
its  provisions  unless  the  waiver  shall  be  writ- 
ten on  or  attached  to  the  policy. 

An  oral  direction  by  the  agent  to  assured, 
after  a  fire— the  agent  knowing  of  the  fire, 
and  that  assured  had  additional  insurance— to 
prepare  proofs  of  loss,  does  not  waive  the  pro- 
visions in  the  policy  as  to  additional  insurance. 


Pau(  r.  Sim  Inn.  Office,  (U  F.  R.  in4. 

PROKATISG    LOSS. 

Where  property  is  covered  by  both  a  specific 
and  a  compound  policy,  each  containing  a  pro- 
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vision  lliiit  the  company  shall  nut  bo  liable  for 
u  greater  proportion  of  any  loss  tliaii  tlio 
amount  insured  bears  to  the  whole;  insurance, 
the  full  amount  of  the  compouml  policy  is 
available  for  its  tlue  proportion. 

o        o 
o 

finih    r.    Fire    Tnx.  (''>.,  Minn.    S.   (\.  'U    X.    IT'. 

/{.  /.(;. 

IXTEUEST    AND    TITI.i;. 

A  iiolicy  provided  that  it  should  be  void  if 
any  chang-e  took  place  in  the  interest  of  the" 
insured,  whether  by  voluntary  act  of  the  in- 
sured or  otherwise.  Held,  an  executory 
agreement  to  convey  the  insured  premises, 
under  which  the  vcn<lee  took  possession,  and 
paid  a  pai-t  of  the  purchase  price,  is  a  breach 
of  this  condition,  and  rendei-ed  the  policy  void. 

"Interest"  and  "title"  distinguished.     The 

word    "interest"   is  broader  than   the  word 

"title,"  and  includes  both  legal  and  eiiuitablc 

rights. 

o      o 

o 

nriuUlji  V.  N.  r.  Bincery  Fire   [}!».  Cn..  N.  C.  S. 
C,  20  S.  K.  II.  r.c. 

Alil'.ri'liATION'. 

Where  two  arbitrators,  appointed  by  the  in- 
surer and  the  insured,  under  a  written  agree- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  choosing  a  third,  and 
together  determining  the  amount  of  a  loss, 
fail  to  agree  on  the  third,  through  the  unrea- 
sonable conduct  and  demands  of  the  one  ap- 
pointed by  the  insurer — the  latter  adopting 
this  means  to  indefinitely  delay  any  adjust- 
ment— the  agi'eement  is  terminated. 

Insurer  and  insured  each  appointed  an  arbi- 
trator, those  two  to  select  a  third,  and,  with 
him,  detei'mine  the  amount  of  damage  under 
a  loss.  The  one  appointed  by  the  insurer 
suggested  a  name  objected  to  by  the  other  as 
being  already  an  appraiser  on  the  same  loss. 
Each  then  presented  three  names.  Those  of 
the  arbitrator  for  the  insured  wei-e  objected 
to  without  cause,  and  he  objectcnl  to  those 
projjosed  by  the  other  because  they  were  non- 
residents of  the  state.  Held,  that  the  failure 
of  arbitration  was  due  to  the  unreasonable 
condut't  of  the  arbitrator  for  the  insurer. 

O  0 

o 

Baker  v.   lux.    Cos.,   Masn.    S.   J.    C.  3S  K.   K. 
It.  1124. 

"  IIOI.DINCi  "    EXPIKED    POLICIES. 

Before  the  expiration  of  certain  policies  on 
their  stock,  plaintiffs  told  their  agent  they 
wished  them  renewed,  and  said  agent  in- 
formed  the  defendant  companies'  agents   to 


"hold"  said  policies,  as  they  would  be  re- 
newed, to  which  said  agents  agreed.  On  the 
day  after  such  expiration,  plaintiffs'  agent 
asked  defendants'  agents  to  continue  to 
"hold"  said  policies  until  he  could  see  plain- 
tiffs regarding  the  form,  and  said  agents 
agreed  to  do  so.  Plaintiffs  resided  near  their 
agent,  but  nothing  further  was  done  for  sev- 
eral days,  when  the  fire  occui'red.  Held,  that 
a  verdict  for  plaintiffs  was  justified. 

A  contract  to  temi»rarily  "hold"  certain 
expired  iwlicies  is  valid,  although  there  is  no 
payment  of  premium  or  tender  thereof,  if  the 
agent  choo.ses  to  give  credit  to  the  assured. 

o        o 
o 

Ihiiifiira  Fiir  Tim.  Cn.  v.    WiUiaiiia.  fi.3  F.  R.  fl2r,. 
MOKTGAGE   CLAi:SE. 

The  provision,  in  a  mortgage  clause  of  a 
policy,  that  the  insurer  "shall  not  be  liable 
under  this  policy  for  a  greater  portion  of  any 
loss  than  the  sum  hereby  insured  bears  to  the 
whole  amount  of  insurance  on  said  pi'operty, 
issued  to  or  held  by  any  party  or  parties 
having  an  insurable  interest  therein,"  re- 
quires the  mortgagee  to  prorate  with  all  pol- 
icies on  the  property,  and  is  not  limited  to 
policies  covering  his  interest,  notwithstand- 
ing a  prior  general  provision  in  the  mortgage 
clause  that  "this  insurance,  as  to  the  interest 
of  tlie  mortgagee,  shall  not  be  invalidated  by 
any  act  or  neglect  of  themortgagor  or  owner. " 

nESTl'.UCTIOX    BY    MOUTGAGOK. 

Under  the  provision  in  the  mortgage  clause 
of  a  polii\v  that  the  insurance  as  t^the  in- 
terest of  the  mortgagee  shall  not  be  invali- 
dated by  any  act  or  neglect  of  themortgagor 
or  owner,  voluntary  desti-uction  by  the  owner 
will  not  prevent  recovery  by  the  mortgagee. 


Cldhinl.'ihil;    r.    (Ihihe    Fire    In.^    Co.,    :il    N.     Y. 
Supp.  32. 

NOTICE   TO   MOnTGAGEE'S   ATTOUNE)'. 

Where  a  policy  in  favor  of  the  mortgagee  of 
the  insured  premises  provides  that  it  shoiild 
not  become  void  for  change  of  title  to  the 
premises  if  the  mortgagee  should  notify  the 
in.surer  of  any  change  coming  to  her  knowl- 
edge, a  notice  of  sale  of  the  premises  given  to 
the  mortgagee's  attorney,  who  had  full  charge 
of  her  matters,  was  notice  to  the  mortgagee, 
and  she  was  therefore  chargeable  with  failure 
to  notify  the  insurer. 

PUOI'OUTIOXATr.    PAYMENT. 

A  policy  which  becomes  void  before  loss  for 
breach  of  condition  does  not  affect  the  liability 
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of  another  company  under  a  policy  which  pro- 
vides that  It  shall  not  bo  liable  for  a  sjreater 
proportion  of  any  loss  than  the  amount  of  its 
insurance  shall  bear  to  the  whole  insurance, 
"whether  valid  or  not." 

o        o 

o 

liuhii  ('.  A/ff/KOiirx'    lux.  Co.,  Midi.  N.  C,  Gl   N. 
ir.  H.  :i:i7 

CANCELLATION — ACIENT's    I'OWKIt. 

An  agent  who  has  entire  charge  of  the 
insurance  upon  propcn-ty  of  his  principal  may 
accept  notice  of  the  cancellation  of  a  policy, 
and  procure  substitute  insurance  uixm  the 
same  property  in  another  company,  without 
previous  notice  to  his  principal,  and  the  policy 
last  issued  will  be  valid. 

SUBSTITUTE   POLICY    LlAIilLITV. 

The  waiver  of  a  stipulation  contained  in  the 
first  policy  providing  for  five  days'  notice  of 
cancellation  by  the  parties  to  it  would  not 
affect  the  liability  of  the  company  issuing  the 
substitute  policy. 

o        o 

o 

Gran  i\  Ouardian,  31  N.  Y.  Supp.  237. 

INCUMHUAXCES. 

A  breach  of  condition  against  incumbrances 
in  the  policy  on  a  stock  of  merchandi.se  renders 
the  iiolicy  void,  and  it  does  not  become  valid 
as  to  merchandise  placed  in  the  store  after 
the  stock  was  incumbered. 


accept  the  proofs  of  loss,  appraisers  were  ap- 
pointed. No  steps  were  taken  looking  to  an 
adjustment.  Held,  that  the  insurer  could  not 
claim  that  the  appointment  was  premature. 

Where  the  appraiser  ajjpointed  by  a  com- 
pany is  not  a  resident  of  the  place  where  the 
loss  occurred,  and  refuses  to  accept  as  umpire 
any  of  the  persons,  residents  of  such  i)lace, 
proposed  by  the  insured's  appraiser,  on  the 
ground  that  he  is  not  acquainted  with  them, 
and  himself  proposes  only  i)ersons  living  some 
distance  therefrom,  his  conduct  amounts  to  a 
refusal  to  arbitrate,  and  entitles  the  insured 

to  sue. 

*  *  * 

SimpttoH  !).  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  Va.,  N.  ('.  S.  ('.,  :iO 
S.  E.  R.  .)/7. 

SUICIDE. 

Where  a  company  modifies  a  policy  by  an 
agreement  "that  all  restrictions  of  travel,  oc- 
cupation, or  residence  expressed  in  the  origi- 
nal policy"  shall  be  waived,  and  further 
agrees  that  from  that  time  the  policy  shall  be 
"incontestable,"  and  that  when  the  policy 
becomes  a  claim  "the  amount  of  insurance" 
shall  be  paid  on  approval  of  the  proof  of  loss, 
the  provision  in  the  original  policy  that  in 
case  of  death  by  suicide  the  company  shall  be 
liable  only  for  the  "net  value  of  the  policy" 
no  longer  remains  in  force. 


Fox   V.   Capital   Ins.    Co.,   la.   S.  C.  ai  N.    W. 
R.  211. 

COXSTKUCTIOX   OF    POLICY. 

Where  the  consignee  of  goods  to  be  paid  for 
if  sold,  and,  if  not,  to  be  retui-ned  to  the  con- 
signor, applies  for  insurance  thereon  in  his 
own  name,  intending  to  insure  for  the  full 
value  of  the  property,  and  the  agent  writes 
the  policy  with  that  end  in  view,  knowing 
the  nature  of  the  applicant's  title,  a  clause  in 
the  policy  limiting  the  liability  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  the  interest  of  the  applicant 
does  not  restrict  the  liability,  in  case  of  loss, 
to  his  per.sonal  interest,  so  as  to  prevent  a  re- 
covery for  their  full  value. 
o      o 

o 

Brocit  V.  Dwclliiid    House    liis.    Co.,  Midi.  S.    C., 

til  N.   \V.  R.  H7. 

AUniTHATlON. 

A  policy  required,  in  event  of  a  disagree- 
ment as  to  the  amount  of  loss,  an  appraise- 
ment. On  demand  of  the  insured,  made  with- 
out giving  the  insurer  a  reasonable  time  to 


Clicevcs  v.  Anders,  Tex.    S.  C,  2S  S.  II'.    li.   274. 

INSUKAISLE     INTEREST — PAYMENT     OF       PKEMIUM 
BY   PAKTNEU. 

Where  a  partner  obtains  a  policy  on  his  life, 
payable  to  himself  and  his  partner,  or  their 
administrators  or  assigns,  the  i)remium  on 
which  is  paid  out  of  the  partnership  assets, 
and  afterwards,  on  the  dissolution  of  the 
partnership,  conveys  all  his  interest  in  the 
firm  property  to  his  jjartner,  and  afterwards 
dies,  the  continuing  partner,  having  no  in- 
terest in  the  life  of  insured  at  the  time  of  the 
hitter's  death,  cannot  recover  on  the  policy, 
as  against  the  estate  of  the  insured. 

In  such  case,  however,  the  continuing  part- 
ner has  a  right  to  reimbursement  from  the 
proceeds  of  the  policy  for  the  premiums  paid 
by  the  firm. 

o        o 

o 

llaidru  r.    Micliitjan    Mill,  hifr    Ins.   Co.,  la.    S. 

C,  61  N.   ir.  R.  201. 

DEI.IVEHY — PAYMENT   UP    PKEMIUM. 

S.,  an  agent,  agreed  with  M.,  who  held  his 
note,  that  the  latter  should  secure  an  ai)plica- 
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lion  for  ;i  iwlicy,  and  that  the  premium  sliould 
bo  paid  bv  an  indorsement  of  the  amount  on 
the  note.  M.  induced  deceased  to  apply  for 
the  insurance  under  an  afrrecment  that  M. 
should  pay  the  premium,  and  take  an  assign- 
ment of  the  ix)licy  as  security.  The  policy 
was  sent  by  S.  to  a  third  person  to  be  de- 
livered to  M.  when  the  indorsement  was  made 
on  the  note.  Before  such  indorsement  was 
made,  and  iKjIicy  delivered  to  M.,  deceased 
died.  The  policy  provided  that  the  in.surer 
should  not  be  liable  unless  the  premium  was 
paid  and  the  ix)licy  delivered  during  the  life- 
time of  the  insured.  Held,  that  there  was 
neither  a  i)aymont  of  the  premium  to  the  com- 
pany, nor  delivery  of  the  policy  to  the  bene- 
ficiary. 

*  *  * 

ASSt'.SSMENT  LIFE. 

LatiuhUn  v.  Fidelity  Mut.  Life  Agsn.,  Tex.  C.  C. 

A.,  28  S.  W.  R.  410. 

.\HSOLUTE   FOHFEITrUE. 

A  policy  and  premium  note  executed  con- 
temporaneously are  parts  of  the  same  con- 
tract. 

Under  a  policy  providing-  that  failure  to 
pay,  when  due,  "any  moneys  required  to  be 
paid,"  shall  render  the  policy  void,  and  a  pre- 
mium note  executed  at  the  same  time  reciting 
that,  if  not  paid  at  maturity,  the  policy  shall 
become  void,  failure  to  pay  works  au  ab.solute 
forfeiture. 

A  demand  for  payment  of  overdue  premium 
is  not  a  waiver  of  forfeiture  for  non-payment 
at  maturity,  where  the  policy  provided  that 
the    full    premium    should    be  considered  as 

earned. 

*  *  * 

-1 CCIDENT. 

McFarkind  v.  Kailway  OfflcinU  <t  B.  Acci.  Asaii., 

TTj/o.  S.  C,  3S  P.  J{.  .14(1. 

I,IMIT.\TION. 

The  limitation  in  a  iwliey  against  death  re- 
sulting from  an  accident,  indicated  by  a  clause 
that  an  action  thereon  must  be  brought 
"within  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  happen- 
ing of  the  alleged  injury,"  begins  to  run  at 
the  death  of  the  insured,  and  not  at  the  time 
at  which  the  right  of  action  accrues. 

*  *  * 

MI/TL-AL. 

liurmiiiid  v.  Fiirmint^  Union  Inn.  Co.,  Ncli.  S.  C, 

an  N.  W.  R.  004. 

ASSESSMENTS. 

A  membership  and  in.surance  contract  be- 
tween a  mutual  insurance  company  and  one  of 


its  members  provided  that  the  "  contrac 
might  be  canceled  at  the  request  of  a 
member  by  his  paying  all  assessments  against 
him  to  date  of  such  request,  together  with 
cancellation  fee  of  two  dollars,  and  surrender- 
ing to  the  company  the  membership  insurance 
contract.  A  member  surrendered  his  con- 
tract, and  paid  the  cancellation  fee,  but  neg- 
lectedto  pay  au  assessment  due  from  him  at 
the  date  of  surrendering  his  contract.  Held, " 
the  insurance  and  membership  contract  re- 
mained in  force. 


Legal  Tender. 

An  oral  agreement  with  defendant's  agent 
to  renew  the  policy  in  which  the  amount  to  be 
taken  is  not  fixed  is  not  a  binding  contract. — 
(Iowa)  2og. 

Whether  a  total  loss  of  a  large  portion  of 
the  hand  is  a  loss  of  the  hand  within  the 
meaning  of  that  clause  in  an  accident  policy  is 
for  the  jury.  —  (Wis.)  293. 

The  words  "legal  representatives"  in  a  life 
policy  construed  to  mean  heirs  or  next  of  kin, 
and  not  executors  or  administrators.  —  (Minn.) 

A  clause  in  a  policy  covenanting  to  pay  the 
insured  or  his  assigns  does  not  extend  the  in- 
surance to  a  new  partner's  interest.^(N. 
Y.)77- 

Where  a  sole  trader  takes  in  a  partner,  he 
violates  a  condition  of  the  ix)licy  avoiding  it  if 
a  change  takes  place  in  title  or  possession. — 
(N.  Y.)  77.  ^ 

A  submission  to  arbitration  as  to  the  amount 
of  a  loss,  excluding'  any  other  question,  does 
not  waive  the  company's  right  to  rebuild. — 
(m.)  580. 

Where  a  company  unconditionally  refuses  to 
rebuild,  it  elects  to  pay  any  loss,  and  waives 
its  right  to  rebuild.  —  (111.)  580. 


Occui'.\xcv. — To  constitute  occupancy  of  a 
building  insured  as  a  "dwelling  house," -it  is 
not  essential  that  it  be  put  to  all  the  uses 
ordinarily  made  of  a  dwelling,  or  to  some  of 
tho.se  uses  all  of  the  time,  or  that  the  whole 
of  it  be  employed  in  that  use:  nor  will  the 
building  be  considered  as  unoc-i.'upied  uixm  its 
ceasing  to  be  used  as  a  family  i-esidence, 
where  the  household  goods  remain  ready  for 
use,  and  it  continues  to  be  occupied  by  one  or 
more  memhers.of  the  family.  ^\ho  have  access 
to  the  entire  building  for  the  purix)se  of  car- 
ing for  it,  and  who  do  care  for  it,  and  make 
.some  use  of  it  as  a  place  of  abode. — Ohio  (Su- 
preme Court. 
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Waiver  and  Estoppel. 

A  Paper  uy  Peter  Winne,  of  Helena,  Mon. 
LContiuued  from  last  inoiitli.] 

The  supreme  court  of  New  Hampshire,  iu  a 
recent  case  in  59  New  Hampshire,  says: 
"The  defendant  had  full  knowledge  of  the 
state  of  the  title,  with  that  knowledge  they 
issued  the  policy,  and  received  the  premium 
therefor.  *  *  *  On  these  facts  the  action 
may  be  maintained."  Folsom  v.  Orient  Ins. 
Co.,  13  Ins.  L.  J.   176. 

It  is  true  that  there  is  a  great  weight  of 
authority  against  the  position  assumed  in  this 
paper,  but  justice  and  fair  dealing  will  event- 
ually require  us  to  adopt  the  position  assumed 
herein,  to-wit :  "that  the  company  ought  to 
be  responsible  for  the  knowledge  and  acts  of 
its  agents,  acting  within  the  scope  of  their 
authority,  In  the  absence  of  fraud  on  the  part 
of  the  assured." 

We  will  let  the  highest  court  in  our  country 
close  this  argument  in  their  own  language,  as 
found  in  Insurance  Co.  v.  Wilkinson,  13  Wall., 
U.  S.  222 : 

"Insurance  companies  do  business  by  agen- 
cies at  a  distance  from  their  principal  place  of 
business,  and  are  responsible  for  the  acts  of 
the  agents  within  the  general  scope  of  the 
business  intrusted  to  their  cai'e,  and  no  limita- 
tions of  authority  will  be  as  binding  on  parties 
with  whom  they  deal  which  are  not  brought 
to  their  knowledge.  Hence  when  these 
agents,  in  soliciting  insurance,  undertake  to 
prepare  the  application  of  the  insured,  or  to 
make  any  representations  to  the  insured  as  to 
the  character  or  eltect  of  the  statements  of 
the  application,  they  will  be  regarded  in  so 
doing  as  the  agents  of  the  insurance  compan- 
ies and  not  of  the  in.sured." 

"This  principle  is  rendered  necessary  by 
the  manner  in  which  these  agents  are  sent 
over  the  country  by  such  companies,     *    *    * 

*  *  *  which  often  leads  to  a  disregard  of 
the  true  principle  of  insurance  as  well  a,s  fair 
dealing. 

*  *  *  Where  an  agent  has  inserted  in  an 
application  a  *  *  *  re^jresentation  which 
the  agent  himself  obtained  from  a  third  per- 
son and  inserted  without  the  assent  of  the 
assured,  it  was  the  act  of  the  company  and 
not  of  the  assured,  and  did  not  invalidate  the 
policy.  *  *  *  To  permit  verbal  testimony 
to  show  this  was  done  by  the  agent  does  not 
contradict  the  written  contract;  though  the 
application  was  signed  by  the  party,  it  pro- 
ceeds on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  his  state- 
ment, and  that  the  insurance  comjjany,  by 
the  acts  of  its  agent  iu  the  matter,  is  estopped 


to  set  up  that  it   is  the  representation  of  the 
assured." 

WAIVER    AS    AKFECTEI)    liV     ISAGES    AXn     CfSTOM. 

The  insurer  is  bound  to  know  from  the 
nature  of  the  business  or  risk,  and  the  usages 
incident  thereto,  that  certain  things  will  be 
done,  or  articles  kept,  prohibited  by  the  pol- 
icy. Daniels  v.  Hudson  River  Ins.  Co.,  12 
Cush.,  Mass.  416.  Mery  v.  Buckeye  Ins.  Co., 
25  Wisconsin  291.  Citizens  Ins.  Co.  v.  Mc- 
Laughlin, 53  Pa.  St.  485.  Fowler  v.  ^^tna 
Ins.  Co.,  7  Wend.,  N.  Y.  270.  Fulton  Jus.  Co. 
V.  Miluer,  23  Alabama  420.  Hancox  v.  Fishing 
Ins.  Co.,  3  Sum.  (U.  S. )  132.  Spradley  v.  Hud- 
s<m  Kiver  Ins.  Co.,  i  Dill.  (U.  S.  C.  C.)  392. 
Mayor  of  New  York  v.  Exchange  Ins.  Co.,  3 
Keys,  N.  Y.  436. 

Where  an  agent  has  examined  the  premises 
and  writes  a  policy  on  the  contents  of  a  build- 
ing giving  consent  for  its  occupancy  as  a 
brewery,  and  it  is  stipulated  that  if  the  risk 
shall  bo  increased  without  the  consent  of  the 
insurers  this  policy  .shall  be  void.  And  after 
the  fire,  the  companj'  learns  for  the  first  time 
that  in  addition  to  the  brewery,  that  the  pi'e- 
mises  are  also  occupied  as  a  distillery  for  dis- 
tilling whiskey.  Held,  a  question  for  the 
jury  to  determine,  whether  the  agent  was 
told,  or  whether,  from  the  examination  he 
made  of  the  premises,  the  same  would  bo  used 
for  the  purpose  of  a  distillery  as  well  as  a 
brewery. 

In  the  case  of  The  Peoples'  Ins.  Co.  v.  Spen- 
cer, there  was  only  a  stipulation  against  an  in- 
crease of  risk.  Should  the  thing  be  prohibited, 
the  result  would  necessarily  be  different. 
Peoples'  Ins.  Co.  v.  Spencer,  53  Penn.  353. 
May  V.  Buckeye  Ins.  Co.,  25  Wis.  291.  Wood 
on  Fire  Ins.,  p.  842. 

In  order  to  establish  knowledge  on  the 
part  of  the  insurer  or  its  agent  of  the  real 
facts,  and  a  consequent  waiver  of  jnconsistent 
conditions,  it  may  be  shown  that  the  agent 
examined  the  risk,  and  might  have  ascer- 
tained, if  he  did  not,  its  real  condition.  Con- 
tinental Ins.  Co.  V.  Kasey,  25  Graft.,  Va.  268. 
Beal  V.  Park  Ins.  Co.,  16  Wis.  257.  Or  that 
the  insured  informed  him  of  the  tacts  in  re- 
lation thereto.  Moliere  v.  Penua.  Ins.  Co.,  5 
Ravole,  Penn.  341.  Or  that  the  matters  set 
up  in  the  defense  are  the  u.sual  incidents  of 
the  risk.  Peoria  Ins.  Co.  v.  Hall,  12  Mich. 
207. 

To  avoid  the  eifects  of  this  evidence,  the  in- 
surer may  show  that  the  matters  alleged 
were  not  the  usual  incidents  of  the  risk,  and 
were  not  discoverable  on  an  ordinary  exami- 
nation, and   that   the  insured  did  not  point 
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them  out.  Allen  v.  Vermont  Mut.  F.  Ins.  Co., 
12  Vt.  336.     2  BeuUL'tt,  F.  Ins.  Co.  i;\. 

Whore  the  (.-ondition  provides  that  if  cortiiin 
artii-les  are  kept  that  the  poliey  is  void,  or 
pi"ohibits  the  keopinf.'  of  the  same  as  a  part  of 
the  stofk,  althoiiirh  sanctioned  by  the  loeal 
eustoui  or  usafre,  still  the  iH)licy  will  be  void, 
tlioujrh  the  custom  may  have  l)een  known  to 
the  insurer. 

The  courts  will  nut  allow  the  introduction 
of  evidence  to  .show  a  waiver,  or  that  it  was 
customary  to  keep  them.  The  usajre  must 
not  be  inconsistent  with  the  words  of  the 
agreement.  Beer  v.  Forest  City  Mut.  Ins. 
Co.,  S.  C.  Ohio,  May  18,  1883.  Macomber  v. 
Howard  Ins.  Co.,7(iray,  Mass.  257.  Benevol- 
ent Society  v.  Baldwin,  86  .111.  479-486.  Pavey 
V.  Bureh,  3  Md.  447.  Stags  v.  Conn.  Mut. 
Life  Ins.  Co.,  10  Wall.  (U.  S.)  589.  Partridfre 
V.  Phaniix  Mut.  Life  Ins.  Co.,  15  Wall.  (U.  S.) 

57.3- 

In  the  case  of  Beer  v.  Forest  City  Mut.  Ins. 
Co.,  evidence  was  introduced  to  show  that  it 
was  the  custom  and  usajre  for  dealers  in  that 
locality  to  keep  grunpowder  and  peti'oleum, 
and  that  the  company  should  have  known  this. 

The  followinfr  cases  show  clearly  that  patrol 
evidences  may  change  an  anibifjuous  ag-ree- 
meut,  but  never  a  clear  one :  Pary  v.  Burch, 
5  Mo.  447.  Macomber  v.  Howard  Ins.  Co.,  7 
Gray,  Mass.  257.  Van  Alstyu  v.  ^-Etna  Ins. 
Co.,  14  Hun.,  N.  V.  360.  Beer  v.  Forest  City 
Mut.  Ins.  Co.,  S.  C.  Ohio,  May,  1883.  Pindar 
V.  Resolute  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  47  N.  Y.  114.  Stagg 
V.  Conn.  Mut.   Life  Ins.  Co.,  10   Wall.  (U.   S.) 

589- 

On  this  line  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  says:  '"It  appears  to  us  as  it  did  to 
the  circuit  court,  that  the  testimony  offered 
would  have  established  a  new  and  distinct 
contract.  It  would  have  established  a  con- 
tract very  differtMit  from  the  written  one  in- 
troduced by' the  plaintiff;  the  language  was 
neither  ambiguous  nor  technical.  It  required 
and  needed  no  export  and  no  u.sage  to  discover 
its  meaning.  To  have  admitted  the  usage 
offered  in  evidence  in  this  case  would  have 
been  to  make  a  new  contract  for  the  parties, 
differing  from  the  written  one."  Partridge 
V.  Ins.  Co.,  15  Wall.  (U.  S. )  579. 

While  on  this  iwint  I  will  give  another  de- 
cision, wherein  the  court  presents  their  rea- 
sons for  the  position  fully.  The  case  is  Birm- 
ingham Ins.  Co.  v.  Kroegher,  83  Penn.  St. 
64:  "Granted  that  carbon  oil  is  usually  kept 
for  sale  as  a  ])art  of  the  stock  of  a  country 
store;  the  same  may  be  said  of  gunpowder 
and   perhaps   the   reason    for   the   prohibition 


may  be  discovered  in  the  fact  that  such  a  cus- 
tom does  exist,  for  if  the  articles  were  never 
found  among  such  sttx-ks,  this  provision  would 
be  useless.  *  *  *  If  it  were  a  question 
whether  this  kind  of  oil  was  an  article  of 
merchandise  ordinarily  included  in  the  stock 
of  a  country  store,  or  if  it  were  only  an  in- 
quiry as  to  the  increase  of  risk,  it  might  well 
1k>  rd'crrcd  to  the  jury.  But  it  is  nothing  of 
the  kind;  it  is  an  express  stipulation  that  pe- 
ti'oleum  and  its  products  shall  not  be  kept  on 
the  premises,  and  if  so  kept  the  policy  is  void. 
It  matters  not  that  it  was  a  part  of  a  custom- 
ary stock,  for,  by  express  contract,  it  was  ex- 
cluded. The  same  reasoning  applies  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  company's  agent  that  carbon 
oil  was  kept  on  the  pi-operty  at  the  time  the 
insurance  was  taken,  for  his  knowledge  could 
not  change  the  contract  of  the  parties.  *  *  * 
But  in  the  case  before  us,  the  company  has 
taken  care  to  leave  nothing  open  for  inference, 
or  by  which  it  might  be  compromised  by  the 
knowledge  or  representations  of  its  agents, 
and  if  the  insured  were  misled  by  the  repre- 
sentations put  upon  the  policy  by  the  agent 
he  w'as  misled  by  his  own  counselor,  and  he 
has  no  one  to  blame  but  himself." 

Where  a  company  permits  one  to  act  for  it, 
and  adopts  the  contract  which  he  has  made  in 
its  name,  it  cannot  be  permitted  to  deny  his 
agency,  nor  to  escape  the  results  flowing  from 
such  agency.  Thus,  where  a  policy  covered 
the  stock  of  a  general  retail  store,  and  the 
keeping  of  gunpowder  was  prohibited  by  the 
printed  conditions  of  the  policy :  H_jJd,  that 
gunpowder  formed  a  part  of  the  stock  ("of  a 
general  retail  store"")  usually  kept  in  such 
stores,  and  the  keeping  of  gunpowder  was  not 
a  violation  of  the  conditions  of  the  policy. 
Phoenix  Ins.  Co.  v.  Taylor,  5  Minn.  492.  Sun 
Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  6  Wendall,  N.  Y.  488. 

In  the  case  of  the  Peoria  'Fire  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Hall,  12  Mich.  202,  the  keeping  of  guniwwder 
was  prohibited.  The  insured  was  permitted 
to  show  that  the  agent  issuing  the  policy 
knew  that  gunpowder  was  kept,  and  that  he 
intended  to  continue  keeping  it.  The  coiirt 
held  that  the  company  was  estopped  from  set- 
ting up  a  defense  of  an  avoidance  of  the  con- 
ditions of  the  jwlicy  on  account  of  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  agent. 

In  Massachusetts,  contrary  to  the  current 
of  authorities,  the  court  says  if  the  assured 
shall  keep  on  the  premises  any  articles  de- 
nominated hazardous,  or  included  among  the 
special  hazards  on  the  memorandum  hereunto 
attached,  "oil,  sulphur,  and  matches  were 
kept;"  although  the  building  was  permitted 
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to  be  occupied  as  a  grocery  store,  it  was 
claimed  that  the  right  was  given  by  implica- 
tion ;  but  as  the  keeping  of  these  articles  sub- 
jected the  risk  to  an  extra  rate,  and  as  no 
written  consent  was  given,  the  keeping  of 
these  dangerous  articles  was  held  to  have 
violated  the  condition  of  the  policy,  and  the 
plaintiff  was  estDjiped  from  introducing  evi- 
dence to  show  that  it  was  customary  to  keep 
such  articles  in  the  stock,  as  the  contract  was 
plain  and  unambiguous.  Whitemarsh  v.  Con- 
way Fire  Ins.  Co.,  i6  Gray  359. 

In  May  on  Insurance  (1882  Ed.),  page  300, 
commenting  on  this  case,  says :  It  may  have 
been  well  decided  on  the  failures  of  proof, 
that  the  court  certainly  gave  the  insurer 
rather  than  the  insured  the  advantage.  No 
one  can  suppose  that  a  person  seeking  insur- 
ance would  ever  make  such  a  contract.  *  *  * 
A  similar  case  has  also  been  decided  in  Vir- 
ginia. Portsmouth  Ins.  Co.  v.  Brinckley,  2 
Ins.  Li.  J.  842. 

In  Kansas,  where  the  policy  provided  that 
no  excepted  articles  .should  be  kept  unless 
upon  special  consent,  indorsed  in  writing  on 
the  policy,  naming  each  article  separately, 
the  same  has  been  held.  Cobb  v.  Ins.  Co.  N. 
A.,  17  Kansas  502  and  503.  This  case  being 
tried  first  and  reported  in  1 1  Kan.  93. 

There  very  properly  seems  to  be  a  distinc- 
tion made  whether  the  articles  are  kept  for 
sale,  or  where  they  are  necessary  for  use  in 
the  business.  As  the  keeping  of  saltpetre  for 
sale  by  a  butcher  may  be  fatal,  while  its 
keeping  for  use  in  his  business  is  permissible. 
Commercial  Ins.  Co.  v.  Mehlman,  48  111.  313. 

Where  a  policy  was  written  covering  a 
printing  establishment,  contained  a  clause 
exempting  the  insurers  from  liability  for 
losses  where  campheue  was  kept,  *  *  * 
and  it  was  found  that  camphene  was  used  for 
cleaning  type,  the  court  held  the  policy  valid, 
on  the  admission  of  evidence  that  camphene 
was  habitually  used  by  printers  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  that  it  was  the  best  thing  to  clean 
type — that  it  was  practically  indispensable  to 
carrying  on  the  business.  *  *  *  It  would 
have  been  otherwise,  says  the  court,  had 
camphene  been  used  for  some  other  purpose, 
"as  for  lighting."  Harper  v.  N.  Y.  City  Ins. 
Co.,  22  N.  Y.  441. 

In  Hall  V.  N.  Y.  Ins.  Co.,  58  N.  Y.  292,  the 
use  of  kerosene  was  prohibited,  but  the  stock 
was  a  photographer's,  and  the  policy  covered 
"photographer's  stock,  material,  etc."  It 
being  shown  that  kerosene  was  usually  em- 
ployed in  the  business  for  heating  paper  and 
other  purposes.     Held,  the  prohibition  did  not 


apply,  even  though  gas  could  have  been  used 
equally  as  well. 

These  cases  seem  to  hold,  and  no  doubt  cor- 
rectly, that  where  a  prohibited  article  is 
necessary  to  conduct  or  carry  on  the  business 
of  manufacturing,  that  the  insured  knows  or 
ought  to  know  that  their  use  is  essential  to 
conduct  the  business. 

W.VIVEK     AND     ESTOPPEL    AS    AI'I'LIEl)   TO    NOTICE 
AND     PKOOFS   OF    LOSS. 

The  courts  have  decided  that  where  the 
policy  conditions  I'equire  notice  and  proofs, 
that  they  are  a  precedent  of  the  assured's 
right  to  recover.  Blakely  v.  Phoenix  Ins.  Co., 
20  Wis.  217.  Edgerly  v.  Farmer's  Ins.  Co., 
5  Ins.  L.  J.  846  (43  Iowa,  587). 

Proofs  may  be  waived  in  various  ways,  by 
the  manner  of  objecting  to  the  loss  or  by 
action.  Any  act  or  thing  done  which  will 
mislead  the  assured  will  be  considered  as  a 
waiver.  Proofs  and  notice  must  be  furnished 
in  time  or  the  loss  is  not  payable.  Smith  v. 
Haverhill  Ins.  Co.,  i  Allen,  Mass.  297. 

If  notice  is  not  furnished  in  time  the  com- 
pany is  not  bound  to  speak,  but  might  keep 
silent  and  be  absolved  from  all  liability. 
Bennett  v.  Lycoming  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  6  Ins.  L. 
J.  189. 

The  courts  seem  to  make  a  difference  be- 
tween silence  as  to  notice  and  as  to  proofs  of 
loss.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  a  case 
against  the  doctrine  laid  down  as  to  notice, 
cited  above,  while  the  best  authorities  hold 
that  silence  when  proofs  are  handed  in  is  as 
dangerous  as  to  defects,  if  not  fatal,  the  cause 
undoubtedly  being  that  the  insurer  is  sup- 
posed not  to  know  of  the  loss  until  after  the 
notice. 

(Conlinaeil  rieji  iiioiilli.) 


The  several  mutual  bills  at  Saci'umento 
provide  for  the  acceptance  of  notes  for  prem- 
iums, and  exclude  from  the  "benelits"  of  in- 
surance during  the  period  of  default.  As 
substantially  all  the  policy  holders  will  be  in 
default  part  of  the  time,  the  mutual  law 
would  be  responsible  for  many  losses  for  which 
the  insured  would  have  no  indemnity,  but  for 
which  he  would  be  compelled  to  ])ay  in'<"mium 
nevertheless.  Such  a  mutual  law  wiiuld  not 
materially  affect  the  premium  receipts  of  any 
stock  comi)any,  and  at  the  same  time  would 
b(^  "nuts"  for  the  Coast  Review.  What 
pages  of  litigated  claims  and  bnrsted  mutuals 
we  should  VJrint ! 


TuE  editor  of  Insurance  still    (•(iiitcmls    tlnil- 
"as  although"  is  cciuivalcnt  to  "as  if." 
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California  Marine  Insurance  Business  of  1894. 


NAME 

OF 

COMPANY. 


I.OOAI,  COMPANIES. 
+Firoman's  Fimtl  .  . 
Home  Mutual 


LOCATION. 


Present 
Secuetauies 

AND 

Agents. 


tSun Sail  Fi-anci.sc'o  H.  Stephouson  Smith 


Total  1S9) 

Total  iK9j 

Total  1S92 

Total  iSgt 

Total  1890 


EASTEUN  AND  FOREIGN. 
1  Associated  Assur'e  Cos 
Alliance  Marine  .... 
Austrian  l*h(»aii.\  .  .  . 
Bavarian  Lloyds  .  .  . 
Boston  .  .  . 


tBritish  &  Forci^'n     .   .   Liverpool 

Canlou Honf?  Kong 

China  Trailers Hong  Kong 


San  Francisco  J.  B.  Levison 
San  Francisco  M.  A.  Newell 


Germany  , 
London 
Vienna  .   . 
Munich 
Boston  .  . 


tCommercial  Union 
Federal  Marine 

Fonciere  .... 
Frankfort  Marino 
Indemnity  Mut'l  Marine 
tins.  Co.  ot   N.  Americ 


London     

London  &  Provincial 

Mannheim 

Man  On 

Marine      


Maritime     .   .   .   . 
National  Marine 
tNew  Zealand 
North  China  .  .   . 


Ocean  Marino 

OnTai 

tProvidence  Wash'gton 
Prussian  National  .  . 
Keliance  Marine     .   .   . 

Sea 

Standard  Marine    .  .   . 

St.  Paul 

♦Swiss  Marine  Combi'd 
tThames  and  Mersey  . 
Tokio 


Transatlantic  Marine  . 
Union  Ins.  Society     .   . 

Union  Marine 

United  States  Lloyds  . 
Universo  Marine    .   .   . 


Wilhelma 
tWestem 
Yangtsze 


Total  1894  (non-resid"i 
Total  1S93      •■ 
Total  1892      '• 
Total  1891      "  " 

Total  1890     •• 

Grand  Total  1S91  . 
Grand  Total  1S93  . 
Grand  Total  1892  . 
Grand  Total  1891  . 
Grand  Total  1890  . 


London 
Zurich   .  .   .   . 

Paris 

Franlrfort  ,  . 
London  .  .  . 
Philadelphia 

London     .   .  . 

London      .   .  . 

Mannheim   .  . 

Hong  Kong  . 

London     .  .  . 

Liverpool    .  . 

London      .   .  . 

Auckland     .  . 

Shanghai     .  . 

London     .   .   . 
Hong  Kong 
Providence     . 
Stettin 
Liveri^ool    .   . 

Liveri'ool    .  . 

Liverpool     .  . 

St.  Paul    .   .  . 

Zurich    .   .   .  . 

Liveipool    .  . 

Japan    .   .   .  . 


Berlin    ,   .   . 
Hong  Kong 
Liverpool    . 
New  York    . 
Milan.  Italy 

Magdeburg 
Toronto     .   . 
Shanghai     . 


|Gutte&  Frank  .  .  . 
J.  J.  Moore  &  Co  .  . 
W.  H,  C.  Fowler  .  . 
Voss,  Conrad  &  Co  . 
Capt.  J.  N.  Knowle^ 

Balfour.  Guthrie  &  Co 

Parrott  &  Co 

Williams, Dimond&Co 
IC.  F.  MuUins  .... 
Gutte  &  Frank  .... 

Mann  &  Wilson  .  .  . 
Voss,  Conrad  &  Co  .    . 

E.  C.  Evans 

W.  J.  Dutton 


H.  M.  Newhall  &  Co, 
(iirvin.  Baldwin.  Eyre 
W.  H.  C.  Fowler  ".  . 
Wing.  Tuck  &  Co  .  . 
G.  W.  McNear  .  .   . 

Jno.  Livingston   .  .   . 
Gutte  &  Frank  .... 

Hugh  Craig 

Macondray  &  Co  .   .   . 

H.  M,  Newhall  &  Co  .' 
Wing  Chong  Wo  &  Co 
W.J.  Dutton  .... 
Franz  Jacoby  .  .  . 
Henry  Lund  .... 


Meyer,  Wilson  &  Co  . 
Ij.  IJ.  Spreckels  &  Bro, 
Mann  &  Wilson    .   .   . 

|H.  W.  Syz 

|W.  G.  Harrison  .  .  . 
'M.  a.  Newell    .   .   .   . 

Thannhauser  &  Co  ,  , 
J.  D.  Spreckels  &  Bro, 

E.  L.  Woods 

R.  B.  Hooper 

Mann  &  Wilson    .   .   . 

Gutte  &  Frank  .  .  . 
Fred  S,  Butler  .  .  .  . 
Balfour.  Guthrie  &  Go. 


Risks 
Written. 


$10,519,981 
I. 199. 518 
1.565,226 


$13,284,725 
22.250,522 
19,615.382 
24,086.704 
19-703.243 


J   849.986 

1,345.283 

568.077 

799975 

310.382 

9-3I7-213 
10.552.925 

I-7I7-585 

3-778.415 

■  1.860,243 

2,832,821 

799-975 
1.264,702 
1,642,447 

763-495 
958,024 

39«-453 

98S.745 

2,018,349 

875-615 
1. 163.361 
3,161,786 
4,851.162 

1,645,038 

1,047,170 

745.  ic6 

124.189 

623-376 

688.975 
2.108.908 

216,803 
7,611,996 
4.601.447 

380,774 

3-340.9S5 
2-539  942 

807,411 
5.41-6.708 

iSS,68o 

7.456.179  1 

1,141.297 

1,485,449 


PUEMtlTMS 

ON  Same. 


■35-547 
33-763 
46.665 


*2i5,975 
260,187 

352-969 
469.913 

395-543 


$iS,ooS 
15-351 
7-939 
7-981 
9-392 

84-853 
70-550 
5,992 
34-997 
30,493 

17,806 

7,854 

17,111 

23,101 

10,423 

15,320 

9,^96 

5-424 

28,429 

13-437 
16,636 
26,1130 
16,075 

15-031 
3.481 

14,285 

.        653 

9,133 

9.873 
21,299 

4-552 
94-445 
44,414 

8,919 

21,352 
18,512 
11,197 
16.986 
394 

75-044 
22,644 

13,337 


Losses 
Paid. 


$81,786 

12-934 
40,229 


$134,369 
142,801 
197.605 
179.024 
205.827 


7.950 
4.319 

6 
2,150 
7,014 

10,243 
25.878 


$  94-997.451 
106.360,264 
126.181,805 
142,653,827 
114,725.841 


$108,282,176 
128,610,786 

145-797-187 
166,740,531 
134,429,084 


%  897,865 
1.094.252 
l.2S5-9"7 
1,534-362 
1,130,910 


$1,113,840 

1.354,439 
1,638.876 
2,004,275 
1.576,453 


1,048 
15,731 

1,328 
2.845 
3.676 
io,4,S8 

1,966 
5,905 
3,232 


Ratio 
Losses 

TO 
Phemi's 


6,586 

3,165 
4.913 
"4,052 


2,869 

301 

1.731 


^ 


799 


590 


6,So2 

6,119 

71 

69,463 
1,284 
1.015 


I 


$283,137 
666,091 
861,515 
584.326 
903,604 


$418,106 
808,892 

1,059.120 
763,350 

1,109-431 


60.3 

38.3 
86.2 


62.5 
54-9 
55-9 
38.4 
52.0 


44.2 
28.0 


26.9 

74.7 

12.1 
36.7 


2-9 
51.6 

7.5 
36.2 

21-5 

45.4 

18.9 
38.5 
35.5 


23.2 

23.6 
29-5 

iS-5 


19,1 
8,8 
12.1 


8.7 


1.134 

5-3 

379 

.8.3 

57,752 

61.1 

4,974 

11.2 

5-336 

59-8 

'■■1 


61.3 

■  36,0 

18.0 

92.5 

5-7 
7-6 


3  "-5 
60.8 
67.0 
38.1 
79  9 


37-5 
59-8 
64.6 

38.2 

72.7 


*  Composed  of  Switzerland  Marine,  Helvetia  General  ant  Baloise. 
California.       |  Composed  of  Alliance  of  Berlin  and  Munich  of  Mimich. 


t  Wi;ite  Coast  business  outside  of 
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The  Pacific  Marine  Business. 

The  foUowiua-  named  companies  transact  a 

mariue  business  outside  of  California.     Their 

total  figures  are  as  follows: 

rrcm-    I.iissi's 
■Writti'ii.         iiinis.      r-.dd.  Katio. 

British  &  Foreifrn  .  $111,617,070  $100,232  $19,658  19.6 

Comoiei-cial  Union  5.778.251  45.681  1.905  4.1 

Fireman's  Fund  .   .  13.176,781  160,133  81.565  52  S 

Ins.  Co.  North  Am'a     2,059,731  26,261;  12,314  46  S 

Proyidence-Wa.sh.  .  974.366  16,314  3.168  19.3 

Sun  of  S.  F 1.955,011  52,577  52,961  100,7 

Thames  &  Merse.v  .  4,774,434  57.0.S7  5,oSo  9.0 

Western 1,525,132  29,158  1,929  6,6 

See  California  marine  table  for  names  of 
representatives.  The  losses  paid,  in  both 
tables,  are  merely  the  losses  paid  throu.ch  San 
Francisco  offices,  and  do  not  include  all  the 
losses  in  far  away  seas,  reported  to  head  offices. 
The  Pacific  Coast  mariue  busines.s — that  writ- 
ten in  Coast  cities — was  as  a  whole  unprofitable 
last  year,  rates  being  low  and  losses  extra- 
ordinary. 

THE   CAl.IFDKNIA    FrCilUES. 

The  California  marine  table,  presented  else- 
where, embraces  substantially  all  the  marine 
business  in  this  field.  A  comparison  with  last 
year's  fi<rures  shows  nearly  the  same  absolute 
loss  in  premiums  as  in  the  previous  year.  The 
amount  written  was  over  20  millions  less. 
The  losses,  on  the  face,  were  nominal,  but 
they  include  only  the  losses  reported  here. 
The  local  companies'  loss  ratio  is  probably 
more  nearly  that  of  the  actual  loss  experience 
than  the  37.5  averaa'e.  The  leadins:  company 
is  the  Fireman's  Fund.  Amoufr  the  other 
leaders  are  the  Home  Mutiuil,  Sun  of  San 
Francisco,  British  &  Foreisiu,  Swiss  Marine, 
Thames  &  Mei-sey,  Wilhelma,  Federal,  Com- 
mercial Union,  Ins.  Co.  of  North  America,  New 
Zealand,  Transatlantic,  Western.  Standard, 
all  with  over  §20,000  premiums. 


last  year.  On  the  whole  the  exinn-ience  of 
the  accident  companies  was  a  favorable  one  in 
California,  and  may  be  accepted  as  typical  of 
the  Coast  experience. 


California  Accident  and  Liability  Business. 

Figures  of  1894:  The  Fidelity  &  Casualty 
leads  in  new  business  written — over  25  mil- 
lions. In  premiums  on  new  business  the  Em- 
ployers' Liability  ranks  fir.st,  with  $116,877,  -^ 
gain  of  ^,000.  In  accident  new  business  the 
Pacific  Mutual  ranks  first,  with  ■*64,4i6  new 
premiums,  a  gain  of  .^,5,000.  Gains  in  new 
business  premiums  were  made  by  the  Pre- 
ferred Accident,  Pacific  Surety,  /Ktna,  Trav- 
elers. The  Frankfort  begins  auspiciously 
with  S<),ooo  pi-emiums.  The  totals  .show  gains 
in  new  business  written,  and  in  amount  in 
force.  Losses  paid  are  inci'casing  as  well. 
Some  4>i5o,ooo  was  paid  in  losses  in  California 


Milwaukee  Mechanics  insurance  Company. 

(i.MNs  IN  Assets,  Suitpi.ns  and  I'hemiums. 

This  company  ])resents  figui'es,  in  its  annual 
statement,  showing  a  prosperous  year.  The 
receipts  were  a  round  hundred  thousand 
more  than  the  losses  and  expenses.  The  pre- 
mium income  was  lai'ger  and  the  losses  were 
smaller  than  in  the  previous  j'ear.  The  sched- 
ule of  assets  testifies  to  the  stiperior  char- 
acter of  the  investments.  The  bonds  are 
above  par,  and  the  premiums  in  course  of  col- 
lection are  only  half  the  amount  in  the  prev- 
ious year's  statement.  The  loss  ratio  was  a 
moderate  one,  leaving  a  handsome  balance  ou 
the  year's  business. 

The  Milwaukee  Mechanics'  annual  state- 
ment, jirinted  elsewhere,  contains  these  .sum- 
maries: Asssets,  ?!2. 064,680;  net  surplus,  :?i,- 
o82,4,s,s.  or  five  times  the  amount  of  the  capital; 
net  premiums,  ^893,543,  a  gain  of  several 
thousand;  losses,  $523,223;  increase  in  assets, 
•'?64,67o;  inci-ease  in  surplus,  $78,883. 

Of  the  many  fire  insurance  companies  west 
of  New  York  the  Milwaukee  Mechanics  ranks 
first  in  net  surplus. 

Warren  &  Lanktree,  the  general  agents  for 
this  field,  begin  well.  They  began  business 
in  May,  1894,  but  their  pi-emium  receipts  for 
the  eight  months  of  1894  were  .$63,729,  with 
nominal  losses. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  Milwaukee  Me- 
chanics since  Jan.  i,  1885,  show  an  increa.se  in 
as.sets  every  year,  and  also  an  increase  in 
net  surplus  neai'ly  every  year. 


Wheat. 

A  paper  on  the  relation  between  the  i>rice 
of  wheat  and  the  fire  loss,  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  F.  U.  A.  P.  this  month,  might  be 
an  interesting  contributioii.  Last  week 
wheat  sold  at  49cents  a  bushel  in  Chicago,  the 
lowest  price  ever  reached.  The  San  Francis- 
co price,  on  the  same  da.v,  was  82,' .j  cents  per 
cental.  January  i,  1892,  the  price  paid  was  a 
dollar  more  per  hundred-weight.  There  has 
been  a  tremcudous  decline  in  the  last  year  or 
so;  but  1894  was  an  exceedingly  good  year  for 
fire  underwriting  in  the  United  States. 

The  "  Mutual  Keservc  Fund  Life  building" 
in  New  Yoi'k  city  is  not  owned  by  the  ass<x;ia- 
tion  of  that  name. 
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Pacific  Coast  Fire  General  Agency  Business. 

By  San  Francisco  Agencies.  Pkemiums,  Losses 
AND  Ratios  of  Companies,  with  Compara- 
tive Agency  Totals  for  iSgo,  1S91,  1892.  iSyj 
AND  1894.  Ai,so  City  Premiums.— Coast  Fire 
Premiums  a  Million  Less. 

S) 

Agencies,  Agents,  Pre-         Losses  ^ 

Secretaries.  miums.  S 

p 

1  H.  Fnymonville. 

Fireiniin's  Fund J6i6,6io    ii;28i,2ii  45.O 

Rhode  Island  Und  Twrit  jrs    45,464        21,444  47-2 

Ins.  Co.  Slute  of  Ponn      .   .     30,144        12,850  44.5 

Total  1894 J692,2i7    $315,504  45.6 

Total  1S93 632,284      270,113  42.7 

Total  1892 723,466      341,9(4  47.2 

Total  1S91 580.179      227,770  393 

Total  iSqo 556,238      218,358  39.2 

San  Francisco  preji"s,  iS;_|    .     71.778 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1893    .     81,980 

2  Brown.  Craig  &  Co. 

Phenix.  Brooklyn $296,030    $182,177  61.5 

American.  Pbiladelphia  .   .     78,686       60,367  76.7 

Pennsylvania 63,670       31,361  49.2 

Greenwich      24.989       14,202  56  8 

Svea 48,002       15,240  31.7 

Total  1S91 $511,377      303.353  59  3 

Total  1S93 607,020      370,671  61.0 

Total  1892 692,653     247,959  35.7 

Total  1891 638,270     223,150  34.9 

Total  1890 506,707      243,996  48. 1 

San  Francisco  prjiU'.s,  iS.^4   .      88,145 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1893    .    100,888 

3  Charles  A.  Lalon. 

Palatine $504,092    $231,444  45.9 

Total  i£9j 424,978      2C0.366   .  47.1 

Total  1S92 211,337       75.037  35,5 

Total  1S91 152.951       55.769  36.4 

San  Francisco  pri.'m's.  iSj)    .      88,936 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1893  .     .58,432 

4  Willidiii  Mdi'dfiiKilil. 

London  and  Lancashire  .  .$424,851    $178,749  42.1 

In  1S93 444,031      179780  40.5 

.  In  1892 460,576      188,126  40.8 

In  1S91 375.708      102,528  27.3 

San  Francisco  prem's,  i8>(   .    125,82s 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1893  .    131. S99 

5  William  ■!.  Landers. 

Sun       $218,325     $91,360  41.8 

*Llon      73,210       13,062  17.8 

*Imperial     H4.695       14,984  13.  i 

Total  i8>)4 $406,230      119,406  29.6 

Total  1893 358.551      156.964  43.5 

Total  1892 423,705      198,698  45  9 

Total  1891 370.351      119,481  32.3 

Total   i8go 272,417        73,497  27.0 

San  Francisco  prtm's,  1(9;   .     84,692 
San  Francisco  prem's.  18113  .     85,497 
Losses  incurred,  in  1894  figures. 
♦Figures  of  present   management— part  of  year 
only. 


6  lialfour.  Oii/liried-  Co. 

Manchester $205,264  $116,536  56.7 

Caledonian 145.883  89,340  61.2 

American.  N.  J 51.771  39.373  76  o 

Total  1894 $402,918  $245,249  60.8 

Total  1893 446,576  236.141  52.S 

Total  1892 440,844  207,042  47.0 

Total  1891 406,046  141,242  34.8 

Total  1890 416,851  230,777  55.3 

San  Francisco  prem's,  18^4    .     64.690 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1893   .    64.455 

7  Charles  T>.  Ilaren. 

Liverpool  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  $393,529  $214,146  54.4 

In  1S93 426.132  223,008  52.5 

In  1892 422,259  209,459  49  6 

In  1891 388,255  144,036  37.1 

In  1890 402,316  167,726  41.7 

San  Francisco  prem's,  18^4  .     95,550 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1893    .     99.586 

8  A.  E.  Magill. 

Home  and  Phoenix     .  .   .   .$371,447  $172,337  46.4 

In  1893 380,646  162,854  42.8 

In  1892 372,412  118,692  31.8 

In  1891 323,735  160,372  495 

In  1890 312,079  182,221  58.4 

San  Francisco  i5i'em'..i,  iS.^4    .     33,721 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1893    .     26,104 

9  Robert  Dickson. 

Royal  Exchange $152,159  $42,645  28.0 

Queen 112,87?  59,112  52.4 

Connecticut 101.341  45.768  45.1 

Total  1S91 $366,378  $14*^25  40.3 

Total  1893    .......   413.934  171.075  41.3 

Total  1892    ..."....   476.836  19S.755  41.6 

Total  1S91 387.601  141.924  366 

Total  1890 322,474  .160.886  499 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1894    .    131. S32 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1893    .   142.883 

10  Belden.  <6  Cofran, 

Hartford $330,757  Si55.258  46.9 

In  1893       331,674  141,525  .  42.6 

In  1892 316,066  117.798  37-2 

In  1S91 *.   .   .    287,459  106,887  37-3 

In  189:1 274,670  85.545  31-1 

San  Francisco  pr.:m's,  kS.j4    .      51,296 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1893    .    50,104 

11  C.  F.  Miillins. 

Commercial  Union     ....  $319,372  $147,469  46.2 

In  1893 350,681  110,935  31-6 

In  1892  .....; 366.491  167998  45.8 

In  1891   ...'...,...    348..C97  "'9.599  31.5 

In  1890 348.249  118,642  34.0 

San  Francisco  prem's,  iS^4    .     59,404 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1893   .    64,824 
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12  *Rolla  r.  Wa/f. 

Norwich  Union $137,627 

Royal 165,396 

Total  iSgt $303,024 

Total  1893 299.296 

Total  1892 332.253 

Total  1S91 326,005 

Total  i8qo 346.686 

San  Francisco  prem's,  i,Sj4    .     49,920 
San  Franci.sco  prem's,  1893    .     48,110 
f  Became  manager  April,  189). 

13  ir.  ./.  C'alUiiijIuDn. 
Scottish  Union  &  National  $196,869 
Orient 78,813 

Total  iSit $275,681 

In  1893 240,580 

In  1892 229,706 

In  1891  (three  co"s)     .   .   278,735 

In  1S90 250,942 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1831    .     36.276 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1893    .     35.978 

14  George  C.  Boarclman. 

^tna $265,312 

In  1893 284,162 

In  1892 305,386 

In  1891 310,006 

In  1890 284.822 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1894    .     47,411 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1893   .     53,145 

15  Stephen  D.  Ives. 

Home  Mutual $256,628 

In  1893 298,191 

In  1892 324,498 

In  1S91 327.157 

In  1890 342,464 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1S94    .  21,363 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1893   .  23,490 

16  George  D.  Doriiin. 
National  of  Hartford    .  .  .  $247,450 

In  1893 221,656 

In  1892 217.548 

In  1891 177.139 

In  1890 158.023 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1894    .     20,319 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1893    .     22.318 

17  Tom  O.  Grant. 

North  British  &  Mercant'e  $241,804 

In  1893 258,543 

In  1892 264,905 

In.1891 253,482 

In  1890 286,899 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1894    .     45,470 
San  Francisco  prem's.  1893    .     46,235 


$82,904 

60.2 

90.376 

54.6 

$173.28" 

57-1 

181.238 

60.5 

168.703 

50.8 

150.644 

46.2 

127.572 

368 

$107,296 

54-5 

45,953 

58.3 

I153.249 

55-6 

114,190 

47-4 

107,091 

466 

135.060 

4S.4 

102,731 

40.9 

$116,138 
138.361 
132,543 

118.790 
76,232 


$  84,714 
135.022 
102,487 

85.946 
157.833 


18         Jimloljj/i  Herold.  Jr. 

Hamburg  Bremen $153,051  $64,259 

Niagara 79-445  46.957 

Total  1S91 $232,497  $111,217 

Total  1893 266,974  127.781 

Total  1892 256,444  125.792 


43-7 
48.7 
43-4 
38.3 
26.7 


ii57-652 

61.4 

141.568 

47-4 

129.715 

39  9 

132.196 

40.1 

137.395 

40.1 

$137,139 

55-4 

130,118 

58.7 

101.633 

46.7 

69.773 

39  4 

61.459 

39-0 

35-0 
52.2 
38.6 
34-0 
55-0 


42.0 
5S.0 

47.S 
44.1 
49.0 


Total  1S91 238.071       84.205     35.4 

Total  1890 237.971      108,382      45.5 

San  Francisco  prem's,  i.Sji    .  87,129 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1893    .  86,495 


19  Mann  <t  Wilson. 

Lancashire $137,667 

St.  Paul 28,206 

Teutonia 20,771 

Girard 13,905 

Agricultural 3t,439 

Total  1894 $231,989 

Total  1893 244,970 

Total  1892 276,980 

Total  1891 256,812 

Total  1890 287.427 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1834    .  68,243 

San  Francisco  prem's.  1893  .  75.387 

20  George  H.  Tyson. 

German  American $231,421 

In  1893 248,470 

In  1892 254,759 

In  1891 166.491 

San  Francisco  prem's,  i8j4    .  41,426 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1893    .  35,198 


$50,901 

37-0 

8,589 

30.6 

8.829 

42.0 

4.563 

32.9 

21,027 

67.0 

$  93.910 

44.8 

85.334 

34-8 

119.600 

43  I 

102.489 

40  0 

89.721 

31.2 

$117,868  50.9 

1 16. 187  468 

III. 380  41.8 

64.684  388 


21  *  W.  S.  Duval. 

Continental $231,168  $ic9,oi5     47.6 

In  1893 2oi,c6o  90.633      45.1 

In  1892 295.363  73.601      25.0 

In  1891 211. 188  25,080      II. 9 

In  1890 66.939  26.850     40.1 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1S94    .      22,831 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1S93    .     13,245 
*  Became  manager  Aug.  1S93. 

22  Butler  d-  Haldan. 

Phosnix  of  London $189,347    $89,235      47.1 

Providence-Washington  .   .     35.307       25,101      71. i 

Total  1894 $224,653  $114,336  50.9 

Total  1893 194.394  99-510  51.1 

Total  1S92 243.870  $101,391  41.6 

Total  1891 225,201  91.33S  40.6 

Total  1890 230,841  105.655  45.9 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1S94    .  53,146 

San  Francisco  prem's.  1893    .  53.081 

23  George  F.  Grant.  » 

London  and  Northern  .   .   .  $177,809  $113,259  63.0 

Total  1S93 196.297  95.838  48.9 

Total  1892 183.768  104.395  56.7 

Total  1891 153..570  68,722  44.7 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1S94    .   4S.938 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1893    .    50,873 

24  Frank  J.  Devlin. 

Atlas     $171,634  $57-841 

Total  1893  (several  co's)  1S1.892  137.281 

Total  1892 ■.  200.672  97.763 

Total  1S91 195.716  84.867 

Total  1890 1S8.2S6  93.208 

San  Francisco  prem's.  i,S94  2S.482 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1893   .  49.877 


33.6 
75.5 
48.7 
43-1 
495 


u 
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$  78,48s  48.8 
152.612  73.1 
116.525  42.0 


25  X.  T.  James. 
Alliance  of  London  .   .   .   .$160,615 

III   iSqj 208.798 

111  1S92 278.323 

San  Franc'isfo  prom's,  18^4  .  57.666 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1893    .      49-243 

26  .1.  It.  (itirrei/. 

Western $  63,782    $  43.803      6S.7 

nritisb  America 47,837        32.853      68.7 

American.  N.  Y 47837        32853      <>8.7 

Tolal   18.JI $159-455  *li"9.5"8      68  J 

Total  1S93 176.017      115.533     65.6 

San  Francisco  iirem's,  is>i    .     38,850 

San  Francisco  prem's.  1S93    .     36.693 
*TjOsscs  incurred. 

27  Cesar  Jierthean. 

Hanover $88,676 

(ierman'ia 41,930 

United  Fircmens     16,729 

Firemen's.  Md 4. (44 

iFarrafiut 421 


Total  1.S.M $152,201 

Total  1893 148,933 

Total  1S92 145-736 

Total  1891 123,301 

Total  1890 101,786 

San  Francisco  prem's,  i8;4    .  71,836 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1S93    .  72,129 
*Inchulinf;  N.  Y.  TJ.  losses. 
tCeased  writing?  in  May. 

28  Williaiii  II.  FricKil. 

Sun.  S.  F $150,183 

In  1893 166.696 

In  1892 148.1,53 

In  1891 .    110.969 

San  Francisco  pr.'m's,  iS.;4    .     39,7y6 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1893    .      45-2t'-9 

29  Vnss.  Conrad  il-  Co. 

Aachen  &  Munich $66,001 

Traders 38''2i 

Glens  Falls 11.103 

The  Merchants 29.212 

•Total  1894 $144-837 

Total  1893 131-318 

San  Francisco  pi-om's,  1891    .     68,501 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1S93    .    113761 

30  Franz  Jacoby. 

Prussian  National     ....  $142,969 

In  1893 151.276 

In  1892 113.051 

In  1S91 91.020 

In  1890 101.922 

San  Francisco  prem's,  iS;4    .     57,498 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1S93    .  49.295 

31  *  Chan.  Vhristenseii. 

American  Central $79,668 

Delaware 47,810 

Pacific 6,698 

Total  1S.J4 $134-177 

Total  1893 153.491 


$*33, 7S8 

38.1 

6.261 

14.9 

8,631 

516 

626 

14.1 

2.107 

500.1 

$  51,417 

338 

57,153 

38  4 

61,768 

42.4 

28.557 

23.2 

27,99s 

27-5 

6S.585 
76.839 

,59693 
27.S89 


45-6 
46  I 
40.3 


$15,836 

21.0 

14.760 

38. 2 

4,469 

40  G 

13.261 

45-4 

$48,326 

33-3 

'19-.5.59 

369 

$84,678 

.59-2 

73-150 

483 

52.635 

465 

40.662 

4 1-0 

51-931 

50  9 

$42,563 

53-3 

27,239 

569 

2.141 

319 

$  7'i943 

53-6 

74.743 

48.7 

Total  1892 163.149  38,439     23.5 

Total  1891 132,408  37,580      28.5 

Total  1S90 141,421  43,208      30.5 

San  Francisco  pvein's,  iS)i    .     32,005 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1893    .     34.796 
*Becaine  manafxer  April,  18.^4. 

32  Cation.  Hell  cf;  Co. 

Union,  London $130,416  .$59,711      45.S 

Tcrtal  1893 120.510  54 .886      45.5 

Total  iS92i2co'si  .   .   .    100,469  37.491.     370. 

Total  1891 61,913  10.239      16  o 

Total  1890 56,274  23.792      42.9 

San  Francisco  prem's,  iS»    .     33,437 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1S93  .     35.881 

33  r.  Car  Its  Driffield. 

Transatlantic $124,820  $  86,141      69.0 

to  I8.J3 149  903  75-732      5'.5 

In  1S92 115.919  41.601      36.0 

I^  1891 53,376  18.3S3     31.4 

In  1890 50.315  23.981      47.6 

San  Francisco  prem's.  18 ;4    .     51,952 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1S93   .     51,968 

31  Waller  Speyer. 

North  Gei-man $122,250  $39,338     32.2 

In  1893 106,774  41,283      386 

In  1892 97.653  49-238     50-4 

In  1891      93,254  27.035      29.0 

In  1S90 93-443  42.460      45.4 

San  Francisco  prem's,  i8>i    .     66,237 

San  Francisco  prem's.  1S93    .     66,380 

35  //.   IV.  .S2/2. 

Helvetia-Swis.s $97,611  $47,632     488 

Haloise  Fire 21,759  7-573      31-8 

Total  1S91 $iiy.37o  $55,205      462 

Total  1S93 118.293  7,537      40.2 

Total  1892 110,127  53jSo4      490 

Total  1.S91 113.967  37913      332 

Tolal  1890    ........    107,152  70.270      65.6 

Sail  Francisco  ijr.'in's,  18 11    .     59,474 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1893    .     6S.599 

36  Gillie  <(•  Frank. 

Magdeburg $118,013  $64.0,8.;      54.0 

Total  1S93  (3CO.'s)  .   .   .    130,069  58. 495      44  9 

Total  1S92 112,237  63.241      564 

Total  1891  (4  CO 'si  .   .   .    120^712  55-993      46.2 

Total  1,890  (4  eo.'s)  .   .   .    130,322  65.415      50.0 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1814    .     43,206 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1S93    .     62,126 

37  Ifiir//i  CraUj. 

New  Zealand $113,734  $  75. .807      66.6 

In  1893 201.572  126.055      62.6 

In  1S92 199-352  81,479      40.9 

In  1891 153-106  50.837      32  2 

In  iSg-i 182.550  59.318      32.5 

San  Francisc.  prem's.  1.8.11    .      40,050 

San  Franci.sco  prem's,  1893         43.9'j6 

38  •/.  ^V.  Heynolds. 

Westchester  ........  $102,521  $  65.889     64.2 

Total  1893  (two  co's)  .   .    149.270  118.822      79  2_ 

Total  1S92 170,7,80  90,461      53.2 

Total  1S91    ...!...    146,375  52-248      35-7 
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In  iSgJ  (one  company)  .     SS.614        32.217      o^o 
San  Francisco  prein"s.  iSij.i    .      21,129 
San  Francisco  i^rem's,  189J    .      16.565 

39  .1.    'r.    DlKJUII: 

Spriutitleld *97-ii2y      $55,316      57.0 

In  1S93 88,159        58,489      66..1 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1S94     .    16,22s 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1S93     .    16.718 

40  *.Joh.a  I),  liniilfonl. 

Fire  Association  of  Pa.    .   .$91,106      $6i.6(i      68.4 

Total  1893 151,443        95.104      629 

Total  1S92 130.057        65,391      50.2 

In  iSgi  lone  company)  .     40.257        13.61'      33  8 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1S94    .     16,731 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1893    .     26,774 
*  Became  manager  April  i,  1S94. 

41  Kil.  E.  Potter. 

Franklin  Fire $  5'J.733      *2o.q98      35.2 

Williamsburg  City       .    .    .      26.757         7.056      264 

Total  1891 $  S6.490      $28,054      324 

Total  1893 117.714        33.351      28.3 

Total  1892 72,230        22,154      30.7 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1894    .     14,094 

San  Francisco  prem's,   1893    .    28,912 

42  Okell,  Dijiinell  •&  Co. 

Patriotic $61,376     $31,662      51  6 

City  Agency  (3  co.'s)     .  20.242 

Total  1S94 $8i.6iS 

Total  1893 9S.871 

Total  1S92 109.443 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1894    .  38,803 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1893    .  37,244 

43  Georr/e  TI".  Ti(nier. 

Northwestern  National  .   .  $65,956     $27,223     41.3 

In  1S93 30,891        10,637      31-3 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1894    .  13.465 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1893    .  8,408 

44  Warren  <fc  Lanktree. 

tMilvvaukee  Mechanics   .   .   $63,729     $7,711      12.1 
San  Francisco  pi'em's,  1894    .     13,400 
iKegan  business  on  Coast  May^  i8<;4. 

45  V.  IF.  Gaskill  <»•  Co. 

United  States  Fire    ....   $15,408       $2,941      19.0 

In  1893 20,048         9.373      46.8 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1S94    .       6,425 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1S93    .       5,080 

46  ./.  I).  M(i.i-ivdl. 

Firemens,  N.  J $1,572       $1,580    100.5 

Tn  1893 3,652  364        99 

San  Francisco  i^rem's,  1891    .  $102,790 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1893   .     82,213 

The  uevv  officers  of  the  Germau-Americau 
Ins.  Co.  of  New  York  are:  E,  Oelbcrmaii, 
prcsidcut;  James  A.  Silvey,  vice-president; 
Wm.  S.  Newell,  secretary.  The  two  last 
uameil  gentlemen  were  promoted,  the  Ger- 
man-American being  managed  on  a  civil  ser- 
vice basis. 


Insurance  Company  of  North  America. 

Large  Gains  in  Assets  and  Net  Surplus. 

The  annual  statement  of  the  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  North  America — the  one  huudi-ed  and 
third,  by  the  way — presents  the  usual  sum- 
mary of  financial  strength.  What  extraor- 
dinary figures  there  are  in  this  statement — 
assets,  surplus,  capital,  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments, all  in  the  millions,  and  the  company 
over  a  century  old  ! 

The  total  assets  are  §9,562,600,  which  places 
the  Insurance  Company  of  North  America 
among  the  leading  fire  insurance  companies  of 
the  earth.  The  assets  increased  ^130,000  last 
year. 

The  net  surplus  is  $2,244,269,  a  gain  of  S378,- 
761.  The  paid-up  capital  being  113,000,000,  the 
surplus  to  policyholders  is  some  five  and  a 
quarter  millions.  In  these  respects,  also,  the 
company  is  in  the  foremost  rank,  with  in- 
demnity not  exceeded  in  the  elements  of 
strength  .guaranteed  by  resources  and  surr»lus 
funds,  and  fortified  by  age  and  traditions  of 
successful  management. 

The  total  receipts  last  year  were  ?!5,84i,S87; 
the  losses  and  expenses  and  taxes  were 
^5,324, 655,  thus  leaving  a  handsome  balance  of 
$521,000  ou  the  year's  business  of  the  oldest 
fire  insurance  company  in  the  United  States. 

The  Insurance  Company  of  North  Amerit^a 
has  received  .§115.472.266  premiums  and  has 
paid  $81,439,448  losses. 

James  D.  Bailey  is  the  general  agent  for 
the  Pacific  Coast.  Since  Mr.  Bailey  took 
charge  of  the  company's  affairs  in  this  field  it 
has  steadil.v  made  money.  The  loss  ratio  has 
been  less  than  the  general  average,  and  there 
is  evidence  of  the  careful  pruning  of  an  ex- 
perienced underwriter.  The  volume  of  Coast 
business  was  maintained  last  year. 


TiiK  Standard  of  Boston  presents  a  table  of 
the  fire  waste  by  states  in  1894.  California  is 
credited  with  $1,810,000.  Olficial  i-eports  of  in- 
surance losses  paid  foot  up  $2,815,670,  or  over  a 
million  more  than  the  Boston  paper's  compila- 
tion. The  actual  property  losses  were  about 
$4,000,000.  With  "reliable"  estimates  of  this 
charat'ter  the  Standard  figures  out  a  fire  loss 
(reported,  "small  aud  unreported  ")  of  $124,- 
617,675.  The  actual  losses  wei-e  doubtless 
near(U'  $150,000,000.  The  Standard  should  base 
its  Coast  estimates  on  the  Coast  Review  in- 
surance loss  reports,  and  multiply  by  two. 
Our  contemporary  reports  Washington  losses 
as  $310,000,  whereas  the  insurance  losses  were 
$777, 000. 
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The  Home  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

A   Stock    c^lMPANY    Obcanizeu    In    iS6(— Nkt 
Suiii'i.us  Lahceu  Than  Capital. 

The  Home  MiilUiU  Insurance  Company  has 
for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  been  one 
of  the  most  reliable  and  popular  fire  insurance 
companies  doing  business  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 
It  was  first  started  on  a  mutual  basis,  but  a 
year  or  two  later  (in  1864)  was  re-organized 
as  a  regular  stock  company.  Since  that  time 
the  Home  Mutual  has  mot  with  many  reverses- 
and  been  called  upon  to  pay  many  heavy 
losses,  but  its  obligations  have  always  been 
promptly  and  fully  met,  until  it  now  holds  a 
high  place  in  the  confidence  of  property  hold- 
ers. 

The  financial  standing  of  the  Home  Mutual 
Insurance  Company  on  January  ist,  1895,  is 
shown  by  the  following  figures: 

Assets  of  an  unusually  high  grade    .  $870,533  5<) 

Liabilities,  except  capital      279.657  54 

Surplus  fund  for  policyholders     .   .   .    617,896  05 

Capital  fully  paid  up 300,000  00 

Net  surplus  over  all  liabilities   .   .   .317,89605 

It  is  a  noticeable  fact  that  the  net  surplus 
possessed  by  this  company  is  greater  than  its 
entire  capital.  This  is  particularly  remark- 
able, as  the  Home  Mutual  is  the  only  fire  in- 
surance company  organized  west  of  the  Miss- 
issippi river  that  has  succeeded  in  accumu- 
lating a  net  surplus  greater  than  its  capital 
stock. 

The  steady  growth  of  the  company  is  indi- 
cated by  the  increase  of  its  net  surplus  fi-om 
year  to  year : 

1891  ....  $262,380  65   1893  ....  $302,753  05 

1892  ,  ,  .  .  284,581  87   1894  ....  317,896  05 

During  1894,  the  Home  Mutual  Insurance 
Company  received  from  premiums,  interest 
and  rents,  the  respectable  sum  of  $370,180.25. 
The  losses  incurred  during  that  time  were 
•*I74.2S7. 13.  Expenses  and  dividends  of  $186,- 
276.96  were  paid  in  1894.  The  net  surplus  was 
also  inci'eased  over  Sis.ooo,  and  would  have 
shown  still  greater  gains  had  it  not  been  for 
the  shrinkage  in  market  price  of  some  of  the 
company's  secui-ities.  Such  shrinkage,  how- 
ever, is  not  a  i-eal  loss,  as  these  securities 
were  not  bought  to  sell,  but  to  hold  for  the 
protection  of  policyholders,  and  as  financial 
matters  improve,  they  will  .soon  regain  their 
normal  value. 

If  the  Home  Mutual  continues  to  grow  in 
the  future  as  it  has  in  the  past,  wc  may  soon 
claim  two  *i, 000,000  fire  insurance  companies 
organized  on  this  Coast  instead  of  only  the 
one  which  now  enjoys  that  proud   distinction. 


The  officers  of  the  Home  Mutual  are  well 
known  in  the  underwriting  world,  to-wit: 
Chas.  K,  Story,  president,  and  Stephen  D. 
Ives,  secretary. 


Industrial  Insurance. 

In  anticipation  of  a  future  demand,  rather 
than  in  the  belief  of  an  existing  need,  for  in- 
dustrial life  insurance,  the  Pacific  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company  has  organized  an  in-- 
dustrial  branch,  and  placed  it  in  charge  of  an 
experienced  and  competent  man.  The  results 
so  far  are  encouraging  for  the  future.  Social 
conditions  in  San  Francisco  are  far  removed 
from  those  of  the  older  and  larger  cities  of  the 
East,  but  to  the  most  superfit'ial  observer  it  is 
plain  that  ere  long  similar  conditions — a  simi- 
lar hand-to-mouth  struggle  among  the  poor — 
will  make  industrial  insurance  a  godsend  for 
the  relief  of  the  needy  and  deserving.  The 
Pacific  Mutual  does  well  to  prepare  for  this 
demand  for  industrial  protection ;  and  when 
the  demand  is  a  general  one,  as  it  surely  will 
bo,  the  company  will  have  a  fine  plant  cover- 
ing all  the  large  cities  of  the  Coast. 


Charts. 

Eastern  managers  waste  money  when  they 
send  Eastern  charts  to  Coast  agents.  The 
said  charts  are  good  enough,  but  they  do  not 
meet  local  needs.  They  contain  the  figures 
of  many  companies  that  do  no  business  west 
of  Kansas,  and  they  do  not  contain  Coast  fig- 
ures, the  home  office  statements  of  foreign 
companies,  and  the  miscellaneous  aM  local 
statistics  which  make  the  Coast  Review  In- 
surance Chart  a  welcome  and  indispensable 
aid  to  the  local  agent.  Behind  the  counters 
of  general  agencies  in  San  Francisco  there  are 
stacks  of  Eastern  charts,  sent  on  from  East- 
ern headquarters,  which  the  local  manager 
has  been  too  common  sensible  to  distribute 
among  agents  who  have  no  use  for  it  when 
they  have  a  Coast  Review  Chart.  "To  the 
Eastern  folk  we  say,  by  all  means  buy  the 
Eastern  charts,  but  distribute  them  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Rockies — not  on  this.  By 
the  way,  the  Coast  Review  Insui'auce  Chart 
for  1895  is  now  under  way  and  it  will  have 
some  new  features.  It  will  be  printed  as  soon 
as  the  foreign  offices  file  their  statements 
with  the  insurance  department. 

Nothing  Small  About  This. 
Sjwkanc,    Wash.,  Jan.    19,   1895. — The   Coast 
lieview  is  the  best  insurance  paper  on  earth. 

Oppenheimek  &  Co. 
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Annual  Stateme 

nts  of 

Fire  Offices. 

Lon.  A.s.surance 

Jan. 

,  1S95 

1,637,096 

713,401 

— 

Jan. 

•  1S94 

2,175.658 

1,023,337 

Cut  This  Out 

AND  PA.STE  IT   IN  YOUR  CHART. 

Lon.  &  Lancas'e 

Jan. 

I,  1895 

2,700,869 

850,621 

*Net 

Jan.  1 

,  1,894 

2,641,029 

678,832 

I'miiimiiies. 

Axsels. 

Surpl.iis. 

Manchester.  .  . 

Jan. 

.  1895 

2,104,770 

535,021 

jEtna 

.  Jan. 

,  iSgs 

$10,847,816 

$3,197,847 

Jan.  I 

.  1894 

2,o85,.549 

493,169 

Jan. 

,  1S94 

10,807,667 

3,010,933 

Milw'kee  Mech's 

.  Jan. 

,  1895 

2,06  (,680 

1,082,455 

Agricultural  .   . 

.  Jan. 

,  1895 

2.268,737 

265,436 

Jan.  I 

,  1894 

2,000,010 

1,003,572 

Jan. 

,  1S94 

2.312,676 

261,200 

National,  Har'd 

Jan.  1 

,  1895 

3,597,531 

522,561 

Americau,  N.  Y. 

.  Jan. 

,  1895 

1,504,714 

154.683 

Jan. 

,  1894 

3,244,456 

306,614 

Jan. 

,  1S94 

1,512,670 

138,81s 

Niagara    .       .   . 

.  Jan. 

I,  1895 

2.322.318 

345,190 

American,  N.  J. 

.Jan. 

r.  189s 

2,450,109 

1,301,071 

Jan. 

I,  1894 

2,214,193 

303.418 

Jan.  I 

,  1894 

2,3»2-939 

1,170,961 

Northern  .... 

.  Jan. 

I,  1895 

1,691,219 

486,692 

Am.  Central   .   . 

Jan.  J 

,  1895 

1,632,901 

226,238 

Jan. 

,  1894 

1,657,090 

440,472 

Jan.  1 

,  1894 

1,572,303 

162,923 

Norwich  Union 

Jan. 

I,  1895 

1,988,223 

587.724 

American,  Pa.   , 

.  Jan. 

,  1895 

2,395,606 

178,856 

Jan. 

I.  1894 

1,823,460 

410,415 

Jan.  I 

,  1894 

2,683,115 

76,974 

Orient 

Jan. 

I,  1895 

2,o<j5,564 

453,599 

British  America 

.  Jan.  I 

,  1895 

1,164,197 

399,816 

Jan. 

,  1894 

2,091.695 

322,696 

Jan.  I 

,  1894 

1, 108,937 

398,374 

Pacific   ... 

.  Jan. 

,  i&)5 

720,097 

190,739 

Caledonian  .   .   . 

.  Jan. 

,  1895 

2,214.810 

523,885 

Jan. 

,  1894 

736.234 

198,012 

Jan.  I 

,  1894 

1,879.499 

369,0.59 

Palatine 

.  .Jan. 

,  1895 

2,389,0.^2 

621,645 

Com'l  Union   .    , 

.  Jan. 

,  1895 

3,581,549 

1,135,006 

Jan.  I 

,  1894 

2,255,975 

507,350 

Jan. 

I,  1894 

3,555,200 

938,883 

Pennsylvania    . 

.  Jan. 

,  1895 

4,098,774 

1,489,252 

Connecticut  .   . 

Jan. 

,  1S95 

2,972.633 

444,410 

Jan. 

,  1894 

3,859,058 

1,290,175 

Jan. 

,  1894 

2,831,089 

339.693 

Phenix,  Brook.  . 

.  Jan. 

,  1895 

5,545,629 

137,729 

Continental.  .    . 

Jan.  I 

,  1S95 

6,754,908 

1,811,269 

Jan. 

,  1894 

5,903,963 

161,437 

Jan. 

,  1894 

6,433.171 

1,576,596 

Phoenix,  Hart'd 

.  Jan. 

,  1895 

5,588,058 

737,218 

Delaware      .  .   . 

.  Jan. 

.  1895 

1,560,978 

163.359 

Jan. 

,  1894 

5,429,794 

713,196 

Jan. 

,  1894 

1,495,727 

110,362 

Phoenix,  Lon.     . 

Jan. 

,  1895 

2,503,135 

712,36>J 

Fire  Ass"n,  Pa. 

.  Jan.  1 

,  1S95 

5,191.055 

626,072 

Jan.  I 

,  1894 

2,420,112 

585,630 

Jan. 

,  1894 

5,056,721 

504,922 

Prov.-Wash.    .    . 

.  Jan. 

,  1895 

1,354,370 

103,435 

Firemans    Fimd 

Jan.  1 

,  1895 

3,240,861 

846,268 

Jan. 

,  1.894 

1,217,302 

43,787 

Jan.  1 

,  1894 

3,111,490 

733.068 

Prussian  Nat.  . 

.  Jan. 

,  1895 

776,920 

360,975 

Firemen's.  Md  . 

.  Jan. 

,  i&JS 

650,880 

110,833 

Jan. 

.  1894 

763,509 

394,819 

Jan.  I 

,  1S94 

598,236 

103,146 

Queen,  N.  Y.  .   . 

.  Jan. 

.  1895 

3,747.551 

1,154,489 

Firemen's,  N.  J. 

.  Jan. 

,  1895 

1.885,951 

1,009,318 

Jan. 

.  1S94 

3.645.938 

1,029,779 

Jan. 

,  1894 

1,882,563 

919.837 

Royal 

Jan.  1 

.1895 

7,609,259 

2,167,806 

Franklin   .... 

.  Jan. 

.  1895 

3,186,847 

1,054,236 

Jan.  1 

,  1894 

7,469,681 

2,195,842 

Jan.  1 

,  1894 

3,130,589 

953.732 

St.  Paul    .... 

.  Jan. 

,  1895 

2,080,438 

544,278 

German-Amer.  . 

.  Jan. 

,  1895 

6,240,098 

1.856,375 

Jan. 

[,  1894 

2,201,154 

455,516 

Jan. 

.  1S94 

5,997,403 

1,657,353 

Scot.  Union  &N. 

Jan. 

[.  1895 

2,896,066 

1,591,024 

Germania,  N.  Y. 

.  Jan. 

,  1895 

3,431,840 

1,1.55,430 

Jan. 

,  1894 

2,543.249 

1.421,505 

Jan. 

,  1894 

3,206,984 

960,333 

Springfield  .   .   . 

.  Jan. 

,  1895 

3,581,151 

512,710 

Girard 

Jan. 

,  1895 

1,780,636 

541.683 

Jan. 

,  1894 

3,505,495 

362,421 

Jan. 

,  1894 

1,700.172 

511,376 

Teutonia,  N.  O. 

.  Jan. 

I,  1895 

535,107 

427,234 

Glens  Falls    .   . 

.  Jan. 

.  1S95 

2,425,184 

1,374,243 

Jan. 

1,  1894 

495,710 

408.649 

Jan. 

,  1S94 

2,249,553 

1,272,008 

Traders     .... 

.  Jan. 

I.  1895 

1,662,317 

606,229 

Greenwich,  N.  Y 

.  Jan. 

r,  1S95 

i,3"5,030 

131,117 

Jan. 

I,  1894 

1,701,810 

622,578 

Jan. 

t,  1S94 

1.358,211 

121,960 

Transatlantic.  . 

.  Jan. 

",  1895 

624,328 

320,383 

Hamburg-Bremen  Jan. 

I,  1895 

1,330,770 

428,104 

Jan. 

,  1894 

654,433 

306.793 

Jan. 

[,  1894 

1,231,116 

280.663 

Union,  Lon.    .   . 

.  Jan. 

1.  1895 

1,012,115 

483,997 

Hanover  .... 

.  Jan. 

,  1895 

2,245.353 

110,146 

Jan. 

1.  1894 

841,967 

526.721 

Jan. 

,  1S94 

2,070,334 

219,320 

United  Firemen' 

S.Jan. 

I.  1895 

1,333,216 

117,411 

Hartford  Fire    . 

.  Jan. 

t,  1895 

8,645.736 

2.500,347 

Jan. 

[,  1894 

1,294,840 

76,87s 

Jan. 

I,  1894 

7,378,192 

2,296,770 

United  States  . 

.  Jan. 

,  1895 

650,827 

101,863 

Home,  N.  Y.   .   . 

.  Jan. 

I,  1S95 

9,159.836 

317,896 

Jan. 

,  1894 

651,014 

100,683 

Jan. 

I,  1894 

9,008,834 

566,325 

Westchest'r,  N.  Y.  Jan. 

I,  '*« 

1,962,892 

368,381 

Ins.  Co.  of  N.  Am 

.  Jan. 

I,  1895 

9,562,600 

2,244,269 

Jan. 

I,  1S94 

1,821,550 

327,471 

Jan. 

I,  1894 

9,432,250 

1,865,508 

Western  .... 

.  Jan. 

■,  1S95 

1,642,001 

556,208 

Lancashire     .  . 

.  Jan. 

r,  1S95 

2,294,986 

760,067 

Jan. 

1,  1S94 

1,652,577 

504,743 

Jan. 

I,  1894 

2,287,776 

625,881 

Williamsb'gCitj 

Jan. 

,  1S95 

1,495,537 

632,794 

Lion 

.  Jan. 
Jan. 

I,  1895 
I,  1894 

855,949 
868,916 

385,601 
379,800 

Jan. 

I,  1894 

1.477,25s 

597,390 

Liv.  &Lon.  &G1 

.  Jan. 

I,  1S95 

8,498,268 

3.071,189 

♦United  Stales  tiranct 

les'  sui 

plus  is  gross,  includ- 

Jan. 

I,  1894 

8,598,271 

3,026,525 

ing  the  $200,000  deposit. 
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The  Mutual  Reserve  Fund. 

An  Oakland  Widows  Claim  Scalkd. 

N.  J.  Aikiu,  M.  D.,  a  resident  of  Oakland, 
was  insured  in  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund 
Life  Assoi'iatiou  of  New  York,  for $15,000.  He 
died  suddenly  of  heart  disease,  if  we  remem- 
ber correctly.  His  widow  presented  proofs  of 
death.  The  claim  was  disputed  on  some  ground . 
A  local  banker  investigated  the  matter,  and 
offered  to  press  the  claim  for  collection.  The 
Mutual  Reserve  then  sent  an  "adjuster"  to 
talk  with  the  claimant.  At  first  he  refused 
to  pay  anything;  then  he  offered  to  compro- 
mise ;  then,  his  offer  being  rejected,  he  offered 
a  large  sum;  and  finally $13,000  was  oft'ered  in 
final  settlement  of  the  |;i5,ooo  claim,  with  the 
threat  that  if  that  sum  was  not  accepted,  the 
association  would  not  pay  a  cent  unless  com- 
pelled to  by  the  t-ourts.  With  the  prospect  of 
years  of  litigation,  and  uncertain  future  of  the 
association,  the  widow  weakened  in  her  de- 
mand for  all  of  the  insurance  money,  and  ac- 
cepted the  compromise. 

As  the  law  of  California  requires  assessment 
companies  to  pay  all  claims  in  full  as  the  con- 
dition of  doing  business  in  the  state,  we  call 
the  attention  of  Commissioner  Higgins  to  this 
case.  The  license  of  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund 
should  be  revoked. 


The  State  Ins.  Co. 

Vancouver,  Wash. — The  jury  in  the  case  of 
State  Insurance  Company  v.  Elizabeth  Net- 
ton  rendered  a  verdict  for  defendant.  This 
was  a  suit  upon  a  promissory  note,  given  for 
premium.  The  defendant  contended  that  her 
signature  to  the  note  was  obtained  by  some 
trick  or  artifice  on  the  part  of  the  solicitor  for 
the  comjjany,  and  the  jury  found  accordingly. 


Ox  the  19th  of  January  a  banquet  was  given 
to  the  American  management  of  the  Scottish 
Union  &  National  to  the  clerii-al  staff,  at 
Hartford.  There  was  English  plum  pudding, 
and  there  were  toasts  galore,  and  on  the 
menu  quotations  from  Scott  and  Burns;  and 
this  from  Macbeth — observe  vou,  a  "Mac" — 
after  cigars :  "Give  us  a  light ;  ho !"  Not  far 
from  "the  toasting  iron"  are  the  names 
"Manager  Bennett  and  Assistant  Manager 
James  H.  Brewster." 


Akmstkonc — P.  B.,  is  out.  He  is  no  longer 
president  of  the  American  Union  Life. 
"Prospectus"  and  "Referendum"  did  the 
business  for  him.  Moral:  "Don't  fly  your 
kite  too  high." — Record. 
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"Assessment"  Business    in    California. 

Last  year's  fig-ures  of  authorized  as- 
soi'iatioiis,  as  reported  to  the  state  in- 
surance department,  are  printed  in  the 
adjoininj?  column.  There  are  twenty- 
nine,  as  ag-ainst  twenty-five  admitted 
associations  in  the  preceding  year. 
The  Baiiliers  Alliance  of  Los  Angeles 
is  in  the  lead  in  business  in  force  and 
in  receipts.  The  Northwestern  Ma- 
sonic leads  in  new  business.  The  Mu- 
tual Reserve  shows  a  fallinp-off.  The 
United  States  Mutual  Accident  in- 
crea.sed  its  business  largely.  The  Fi- 
delity Mutual  Aid  dropped  away  down, 
at  a  rate  whereby  it  will  drop  out  of 
sight  before  long.  The  California  Mu- 
tual Benefit  is  in  "a  decline,"  too. 
The  totals  of  the  reiwrting  as.sociations 
are  slightly  ahead  of  '93  totals.  The 
interested  reader  is  at  liberty  to 
make  comparisons  by  consulting  the 
Coast  Review  for  February  of  last 
year. 

Dignity  of  the  Life  Insm-ance  Business. 

President  Hyde  of  the  Equitable 
Life  has  written  a  letter  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  Life  Insurance  Association 
of  New  Yorii  on  the  subject  of  offen- 
sive cartoons  and  misleading  state- 
ments.    He  says : 

"I  should  like  to  assure  you  person- 
all,v  of  my  hearty  concurrence  in  the 
sentiments  which  have  prompted  your 
association  in  adopting  resolutions  ex- 
pressing your  censure  of  the  pernicious 
custom  which  has  prevailed  in  some 
quarters  of  issuing  offensive- cartoons 
and  misleading  statements  directed 
against  competitors  in  the  business. 
I  fully  agree  with  you  that  such  prac- 
tices are  to  be  deplored  and  throw 
discredit  on  so  dignified  a  profession 
as  that  of  life  insurance." 


New  Publication. 
Michigan  Insurance  Directory.    E.  J. 
Wohlgemuth,     Detroit,     publisher. 
Laws,  agents,  companies,  towns    and 
fire  protection. 

IxsruANOE  cinch  bills  in  every  legisT 
lature,  but  their  authors  are  open  to 
conviction  if  the  arguments  have  the 
right  ring. 

The  Metropolitan  Life  of  New  York 
wrote  $308,000,000  new  business  last 
year. 


The  Coas-t  TIe^/eiv. 
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California  Hiscellaneous  Business. 

The  totals  are  larger  for  1894  than  for  1893, 
in  new  business  and  in  business  in  force. 
Premiums  on  new  business  g-ained  25  per  cent. 
In  new  business  the  Fidelity  stands  first  and 
the  Pacific  Sui-ety  second.  Mann  &  Wilson's 
Hartford  Steamboiler  and  J.  D.  Maxwell's 
New  York  Plate  Glass  and  Chas.  Christen- 
sen's  Lloyd's  Plate  Glass  made  noteworthy 
gains  in  new  business.     Losses  were  light. 


The  Pacific  Surety  Company. 

This  sound,  prosperous  San  FrancLsco  guar- 
antee and  accident  insurance  company  makes 
a  creditable  showing  in  its  annual  report. 
Assets,  surplus  and  premiums  were  increased 
during  1894.  The  pi-incipal  flem-es  in  the 
annual  statement  are  as  follows :  Assets, 
15157,265;  liabilities  ($5,780  miscellaneous,  $15,- 
133  reinsurance  reserve),  Ip20,9i3;  capital, 
iioo,ooo;  surplus  as  regards  policyholders, 
§151,484.  The  company  paid  its  regular  8% 
dividend  to  its  stockholders  last  year. 


California  Life  Business. 

Thei-e  was  a  falling-off  in  new  life  business 
in  California  last  year,  in  number  of  policies, 
amount  and  premiums.  The  amount  in  force, 
though,  shows  a  gain  of  nearly  a  million.  In 
round  numbers  the  life  companies  disbursed 
$2,000,000  among  claimants  in  this  state  in 
1894.  In  new  business  and  in  new  premiums 
the  New  York  Life  is  in  the  lead,  with  the 
Mutual  and  Equitable  second  and  third.  In 
amount  in  force  the  Mutual  Life  is  consider- 
ably in  the  lead.  Many  companies  show  a 
falling-off  in  business  in  force.  Only  nine  out 
of  twenty  companies  report  an  increase  in  new 
business.  It  is  evident  that  the  year  was  a 
hard  one  for  the  life  insurance  companies  in 
this  field,  as  far  as  new  business  is  con- 
sidered ;  but  on  total  premiums  the  decline 
was  less  than  that  suffered  by  the  fire  under- 
writers. Considering  the  character  of  black 
'94  the  life  underwriters  of  California  are  to 
be  congratulated  on  their  creditable  work. 
This  year  will  show  gains. 


Seveual  local  boards,  formed  to  protect 
their  business  by  preserving  rates,  immedi- 
ately adopted  resolutions  declaring  that  their 
town  had  been  "discriminated  against"  by 
the  P.  I.  U.,  and  asking  for  "more  equitable 
rates."  In  this  way  the  local  boards  demon- 
strated their  u.sef ulness  to  the  compact.  Their 
valuable  services  to  organized  underwriters 
when  rates  were  threatened  will  never  be  for- 
gotten. 


The  Franklin  Fire  Insurance  Company. 

In  its  seventy-sixth  year,  and  growing 
right  alonsr.  A  hundred  thousand  added  to 
the  net  surplus  last  year,  and  assets  increased, 
too.  The  Franklin  Fire  of  Philadelphia  has 
$3,186,847  assets,  and  $1,054,236  net  surplus. 
These  are  the  attractive  figures  of  a  strong 
and  ijrosperous  company.  The  Franklin  in- 
cludes in  its  directory  some  of  the  foremost 
business  men  of  Philadelphia.  The  manage- 
ment is  eminently  conservative.  That  the 
management  is  satisfactory  to  the  stockhold- 
ers is  evident  from  the  liberal  dividends  paid 
year  after  year.  The  Franklin  makes  money 
in  this  field  under  the  management  of  Ed.  E. 
Potter.  

Accident  Notes. 

The  Standard  of  Detroit,  now  doing  busi- 
ness in  this  field,  makes  a  very  creditable 
showing  in  its  annual  statement.  The  assets 
are  $837,250,  a  gain  of  over  $100,000  in  the  year. 
The  net  surplus  also  made  a  gain. 

At  the  meeting  of  policyholders  of  the 
United  States  Mutual  Accident  Association, 
Jan.  iS,  it  was  resolved  to  make  a  stock  com- 
pany out  of  it,  and  policyholders  were  given 
the  privilege  of  subscribing  for  the  stock.  A 
new  contract  will  be  made  with  the  invest- 
ment company.  The  capital  is  to  be  $300,000, 
and  the  surplus  $100,000. 

The  Preferred  Accident  Insurance  Company 
has  recently  issued  a  new  combination  tontine 
policy.  It  promises  indemnity  for  partial  as 
well  as  total  disability;  accumulates  a  tontine 
fund  for  persistent  policyholders,  pays  double 
benefits  if  the  policyholder  is  injured  in  or  on 
a  public  conveyance  propelled  by  steam,  elec- 
tricity or  cable.     The  restrictions  are  few. 

Of  the  Inter-State  Casualty  Co.  of  New 
York  the  Chronicle  says :  A  statement  pre- 
pared by  the  company  announces  a  "surplus 
to  policyholders"  of  $185,280.59.  This  is  more 
than  misleading — it  is  dishonest.  The  actual 
net  surplus  of  the  company  appears  to  be 
about  $1,300.  When  the  Inter-State  began 
business  it  had  a  paid-in  net  surplus  of -$75,000; 
consequently  such  business  as  it  has  secured 
has  cost  it  about  $73,700. 


Indicted  for  forgery  !  Ex-president  Midg- 
ley  and  Col.  Beecher  of  the  late  American 
Casualty. 

Gke.\t  C/Ksau  !  can  this  bo  true '.  Insurance 
Post  of  Chicago  announces  that  "the  London 
&  Lancashire  has  re-insured  the  Southern 
Pacific  Insurance  Company  of  California." 
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A  Ground  Floor  Contract. 

Ambrose  Harris,  representing  a  New  York 
assessment  company,  is  sendiuj?  out  a  written 
offer  as  follows : 

"If  you  want  to  disi-uss  matters  with  a  new 
company,  just  orfranizinsr,  which  has  neither 
flues  nor  forfeitures,  entrance  or  witlidrawal 
fee,  nor  expense  fund,  and  /nc  iritlniidwiih, 
tontine  investments  if  wanted,  detinite  con- 
tract with  borrower,  fruaranty  features,  some 
other  pood  jwints,  and  uniuiKl  floor  contracts 
with  ffood  mcu,  please  call." 

We  "call."  It  seems  to  us  that  srood  men 
are  lookiiifr  for  just  such  a  conti-act.  Think  of 
it!     No  entrance  fee  nor   withdrawal  chai-fre. 


The  Glens  Falls  Insurance  Company. 

The  annual  statements  of  this  thriving  New 
York  comi>any  are  models  of  simplicity  and 
thorou^rhncss.  Here  is  the  forty-lifth  annual 
rciwrt — a  table  set  with  plain  "dishes  "  which 
catch  the  eye  and  invite  attention.  Down  in 
the  left  hand  corner  is  a  comparative  table  of 
gross  assets  and  net  surplus  for  the  past 
twenty-three  years.  Every  near  shou's  nn  I'li- 
crffixf  in  both  assets  and  net  surplus !  The 
Glens  Falls  now  has  ■*2,425,i83  assets  and  $i,- 
374,243  net  surplus.  The  actual  gaili  in  net 
sui*plus  last  year  was  *io2,235,  the  increase  in 
assets  was  !?i75,63i.  The  income  last  year 
exceeded  losses,  commissions  and  all  exi^enses 
$218,135.  For  the  details  of  the  annual  show- 
ing of  the  "old  and  tried"  Glens  Falls  the 
reader  is  referred  to  an  abstract  printed  eLse- 
where.  The  Pacific  Coast  representatives 
of  this  company  are  Voss.  Conrad  &  Co. ' 


Commissioner  Higgius'  Preliminary  Report. 

The  California  insurance  commissioner's 
preliminary  reixirt  to  Gov.  Budd  is  the  best 
ever  issued  from  the  department.  The  tables 
follow  the  usual  form ;  but  Mr.  Higgins  has 
been  attending  to  the  duties  of  the  office,  and 
he  therefore  has  some  knowledge  thereof  and 
something  to  say.  He  complains,  with  evi- 
dent justice,  that  although  the  insurance 
companies  pay  $35,000  annually  to  the  depart- 
ment, only  *2,ooo  is  allowed  for  contingent 
expenses.  Both  the  companies  and  the  people 
are  the  victims  of  this  illiberality. 

The  enactment  of  a  law  requiring  foreign 
companies  to  have  a  deix)sit  of  $200,000  is 
recommended,  and  a  bill  for  such  a  law, 
framed  by  the  commissioner,  is  now  under 
consideration  by  the  legislature.  Mr.  Higgins 
makes  a  strong  plea  for  its  passage.  As  the 
Coast  Review  has  in  the  past  repeatedly  said, 
such  a  law  is  inevitable,  and  is  unobjection- 


able, though  the  foi-eign  companies  in  this  field, 
without  such  deposit,  have  adjusted  los.ses 
libenilly  and  paid  them  promptly. 

The  passage  of  a  tire  inquest  law  is  urged, 
on  the  ground  that  if  the  Insurance  depart- 
ment, "  which  holds  an  impartial  relation  to 
the  coin])anies  and  to  the  in.sured,  were  au- 
thorized to  make  a  thorough  investigation, 
the  innocent  policyholders  could  not  be  forced 
to  make  an  unjust  settlement  (!),  and.  the - 
companies,  in  many  instances,  could  be  saved 
from  imiK)sition  and  fraud." 

Other  recommended  legislation  relates  to 
secret  and  fraternal  societies  and  fire  Lloyds. 
The  former  should  make  annual  reports  to  the 
insurance  department,  and  the  latter  should 
be  compelled  to  offer  the  same  security  as  the 
stock  companies,  and  be  equally  subject  to  the 
authority  of  the  insurance  department. 

Altogether,  this  preliminary  report  of  Mr. 
Higgins'  is  in  refreshing  contrast  to  those  of 
his  predecessors. 

Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company. 

The  annual  figures  of  this  great  company 
show  gains  in  assets  and  .surplus.  The  assets 
are  $73,324,694,  an  increase  of  $9,253,511.  The 
surplus  is  $14,146,116,  a  gain  of  $2,787,659.  The 
expense  ratio  was  reduced  i  per  cent.  There 
has  been  a  reduction  of  over  four  per  cent,  in 
the  last  four  years.  Following  are  the  annual 
new  business  figures  of  the  Northwestern 
Mutual  for  the  last  eight  years: 

Year.  Amount.  Piemium. 

1887 $32,125,955.00     $1., -^,152. 66 

1888 40,258,811.00      1,688,4,59.03 

1889 48,051^,079.00      2,084,053.99 

1890 58,761,774.00      2,484.023.58 

1891 64,605,382.00      2,643,714-49 

1892 66,582,103.00      2,837,607.52 

1893   48,677,771.00      2,140.381.15 

1894 46,838,194.00      2,218,217.30 

The  years  1891-92  were  wonderfully  pros- 
perous years  in  the  United  States;  the  years 
1893-94  were  distressingly  uuprosperous,  for 
nearl}'  all  branches  of  business  and  industry.. 
The  foregoing  figures  are  in  evidence.  The 
Northwestern  Mutual  has  done  exceedingly 
well,  however. 

Clarence  M.  Smith  is  the  California  repre- 
sentative of  this  representative  life  insurance 
company. 

TuK  Equit.\ble  Life  finds  South  American 
business  unprofitable,  and  will  write  no  more 
new  business  in  Peru,  Bolivia  and  other  unde- 
sirable districts.  The  Equitable  is  looking 
after  the  intei-ests  of  the  majority — which  is 
American. 
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Australia. 

The  Insurance  Institute  of  New  South  Wales 
supports  an  actuarial  class. 

The  Mutual  Life  will  return  to  its  former 
system  of  quin-quennial  divisions  of  profit. 

The  London  &  Lancashire  Fire  Ins.  Co.  has 
taken  over  the  bu.siness  of  the  National  Ins. 
Co.  of  Australasia,  of  Melbourne. 

Australian  readers  are  requested  to  send 
new  subscriptions  to  W.  H.  Rowsell,  Sydney. 
Subscribers  will  please  notify  Mr.  K.  of  any 
change  in  address  or  of  discontinuance  of  sub- 
scription. 

In  the  case  of  Hiddle  v.  National  of  N.  Z.  a 
nonsuit  was  granted  on  the  ground  that  plain- 
tiff had  failed  to  deliver  within  fifteen  days 
after  the  fii-e  a  detailed  account  of  goods 
burned  and  the  salvage. 


Western,  British  America  and  American. 

On  February  ist  A.  K.  Gui-rey  retired  from 
the  management  of  the  Pacific  branch  of  the 
Western  and  Briti.sh  American  of  Toronto  and 
the  American  of  New  York.  Mr.  Gurrey  was 
apix)inted  manager  of  these  companies  for  this 
field  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  and  at  the 
same  time  C.  A.  Stuart  was  appointed  assist- 
ant manager.  From  what  the  Coast  Review 
can  learn  Mr.  Gurrey's  retirement  was  due  to 
a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  management 
of  the  several  comi)anies  in  this  field.  In 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  contract  he 
was  given  the  stipulated  notice  of  its  termina- 
tion, and  on  the  ist  Inst,  resigned  the  man- 
agerial chair. 

A.  A.  Ci'andall,  superintendent  of  agencies 
of  the  Western  Assurance  Company,  repre- 
senting the  three  companies  comprising  the 
agency,  arrived  in  this  city  about  February  i, 
to  formally  effect  the  transfer  of  the  agency. 
H.  M.  Grant,  late  seeretaiy  and  manager  of 
the  Northwest  F.  &  M.  Ins.  Co.  of  Portland, 
has  been  appointed  to  succeed  Mr.  Gurrey. 
Mr.  Grant  is  well  known  in  San  Francisco  as 
a  conservative  and  experienced  underwriter; 
and  as  a  field  man  he  is  favorably  known 
throughout  the  Coast.  Mr.  Stuart  I'emains  in 
his  present  capacity  as  assistant  manager. 
The  Coast  Review  wishes  the  new  adminis- 
ti'ation  success,  and  has  no  doubt  that  it  will 
be  as  well  won  as  well  earned. 


AiHiiT  the  strongest  possible  argument  for 
the  evolution  of  man  from  the  brute,  is  the 
occasional  brute  in  human  form  who  is  willing 
to  leave  behind  him  a  wife  and  children  un- 
provided for.— Chas.  E.  WlUard. 


The  Attack  on  Fouse. 

In  the  St.  Louis  Republic  of  December  30 
there  appeared  a  bitter  attack  on  L.  G.  Fouse, 
president  of  the  Fidelity  Mutual  Life  Associa- 
tion of  Philadelphia.  One  F.  W.  Galbraith, 
formerly  of  California,  figures  prominently  in 
the  accusati(ms.  Mr.  Fouse  has  denied  all 
the  principal  allegations,  and  has  sued  the  St. 
Louis  paper  for  alleged  libel.  He  claims 
$iix),ooo  damages.  If  the  charges  are  true, 
Mr.  Fouse  is  not  fit  to  be  president  of  the 
Philadelphia  association.  If  they  are  untrue, 
as  we  hope,  the  St.  Louis  Republic  is  not  fit 
to  go  into  any  "fair-play"  man's  house. 


Blow-Hole  Insurance. 

The  Mutual  Reserve  has  paid  the  Salter 
claim  in  Ireland,  after  about  a  year's  contro- 
versy. Particular's  in  the  January  Coast  Re- 
view. The  Mutual  Reserve  recently  settled 
a  claim  in  Oakland  by  a  compromise,  after  the 
association's  "adjuster"  had  threatened  the 
widow  with  a  refusal  to  pay  anything. 

The  American  Co-operative  &  Relief  of 
Syracuse  of  New  York  is  on  the  verge  of  a 
collapse,  and  has  ordered  a  special  assessment 
according  to  age.  Now  we  shall  see  the  beau- 
ties of  the  "pocket  reserve"  system.  To  a 
similar  end  must  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  come. 


The  American  Surety  Company. 
This  is  the  largest  security  company  in  the 
world,  and  it  is  especially  noted,  not  only  for 
its  indemnity,  but  for  its  indefatigable  pur- 
suit, detection,  arrest  and  conviction  of  em- 
bezzlers, defaulters  and  the  like,  whom  it  has 
bonded.  The  annual  statement  of  the  Ameri- 
can Surety,  January  1,  is  as  follows:  Assets, 
$3,606,627,  against  $3,368,883  the  year  before, 
and  $3,203,333  the  previous  year.  The  prem- 
ium reserve  is  $478,408,  a  gain  of  $80,000.  -The 
net  surplus  is  $861,582,  a  very  considerable 
gain  during  the  year.  The  paid-up  capital 
being  $2,000,000,  the  surplus  to  policyholders  is 
well  on  toward  $3,000,000.  The  investments 
of  the  assets  are  beyond  criticisms,  and  the 
security  offered  by  the  American  Surety  Com- 
pany is  unexcelled. 


Effect  of  Oregon  Valued  Policy  Law. 
A  well-known  adjusted'  writes  us  from  Ore- 
gon:  "I  have  had  more  than  one  case  in 
which  this  vile  valued  policy  law  cut  a  figure 
in  the  cause  of  the  fire.  I  have  one  case  now 
where  six  buildings  were  all  set  on  fire. 
Thi-ee  were  much  overinsui-ed.  I  believe  the 
valued  policy  law  was  the  cause  of  the  fire." 


64 


The  Coast  T^e^ieiv. 


riarine  Items. 

Thirty-one  and  flve-tenths  loss  ratio  on  the 
ag'Kregate  proniiuni  i-eoeipts  from  California 
business  oufrht  to  be  satisfactory  to  any  un- 
derwriter, yet  we  find  many  not  over  pleased 
or  satisfied  with  their  operations  for  1894. 
Some  explain  that  their  low  ratio  was  due  to 
heavy  salvages  received  under  losses  paid  in 
previous  year,  which  naturally  enabled  them 
to  make  a  remarkable  showing:  this  year. 
Others  smile  at  their  low  loss  ratio,  but  groan 
over  their  losses  outstanding,  unpaid  or  re- 
sisted. 

In  the  preliminary  report  of  our  insurance 
commissioner,  only  the  amount  of  business 
transacted  (i.  e.,  written  in  California)  and 
the  losses  actually  paid  during  the  year  are 
given.  Losses  unpaid,  paid  on  previous  year's 
underwriting,  resisted,  or  even  paid  at  foreign 
agencies  are  not  given.  Under  these  circum- 
stances the  loss  ratio  on  California  marine 
business  is  misleading.  To  get  at  the  ac- 
curate figures,  we  should  know  the  amount  of 
losses  paid  and  the  estimated  amount  of  losses 
unpaid  or  resisted  on  business  written  during 
previous  year  or  years,  and  the  amount  of 
losses  paid,  unpaid  or  i-esisted  on  the  current 
year's  business.  From  these  figures  we  could 
safely  arrive  at  each  year's  profit,  but  under 
the  present  form  one  underwriter  is  not  satis- 
fied with  a  50  per  cent,  seeming  profit,  whilst 
another  smiles  over  a  90  per  cent,  loss  ratio, 
as  reixsrted  and  published  by  our  insurance 
department. 

In  1891  the  marine  premium  receipts  on  Cali- 
fornia business  were  ^1.927,088,  and  in  1894 
were  S^i,  113,840,  showing  a  decrease  of  S8i3,248. 
This  is  not  due  to  any  competitive  cutting  of 
I'ates,  but  from  a  decrease  of  our  expectations, 
imixirtations,  dropping  of  insurance  on  ves- 
sels, freight  and  cargoes.  When  times  are 
dull,'  as  they  have  been  with  us  for  over  two 
years,  marine  insurance  suffers  more  than  any 
other  business. 

The  terrible  storms  which  raged  along  our 
Coast  during  December  brought  heavy  losses 
to  companies.  The  steamer  "Monserrat,"  in- 
.sured  for  §50,000;  steamer  "Keweenaw,"  in- 
sured for  $200,000;  the  "Southern  Chief," 
abandoned,  cargo  and  freight  insured  for  ^12,- 
500.  and  other  ves.sels  missing  or  badly  dain- 
aged,  have  brought  losses  amounting  to  an 
estimate  of  -*5oo,(xx).  Coming  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  this  was  not  an  agreeable  winding 
up. 


New  Local  Boards. 

During  the  late  unpleasantness  local  boards 
were  organized  "to  save  the  business"  at  the 
following  points: 

C.M.iFoKXi.v — Los  Angeles.  Pasadena,  lied- 
ands,  Santa  Barbara,  San  Bernardino,  San 
Diego. 

Utah — Salt  Lake  City. 

Okeoon— Grant's  Pass,  Portland. 

W.vsiiiNiiToN — Seattle,  Spokane,  Taeonia. 

Md.N'T.vN.v — Helena,  Missoula. 

Generally  these  organizations  were  a  check 
on  the  threatened  demoralization,  but  at  best 
they  could  only  have  been  a  temporary  help. 

The  SiMkane  locals  organized  a  local  board 
and  maintained  rates,  and  "in  consideration 
of  this  fact"  a.sked  the  companies  to  "reduce 
and  regulate"  rates  twenty-five  per  cent, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  apply 
Rate  Book  No.  3  to  the  north  side,  which 
is  another  twenty-five  per  cent,  reduc- 
tion. Of  course  our  Spokane  friends  did 
not  seriously  make  this  petition,  but  did  so 
merely  to  make  themselves  "  solid"  with  their 
customers.  The  Spokane  locals  know  that 
their  little  city  has  been  a  sink-hole  for  insur- 
ance money.  As  they  read  the  Coast  Review 
they  know  that  the  insurance  companies  in  all 
probability  lost  money  in  Washington  last  year. 
It  is  not  a  good  time  to  ask  for  a  reduction  of 
rates  up  there. 

The  Missoula  local  agents  res&lved  to  take 
for  their  guidance  the  compact  i-ates,  and 
pledged  themselves  as  honorable  men  not  to 
deviate  therefrom.  "^ 

The  Pasadena  looajs  organized  a  board,  and 
thereupon  demanded  from  the  Boai-d  of  Fire 
Underwriters  of  the  Pacific  a  reduction  of 
rates.  The  Pasadena  instance,  likewise  the 
Spokane,  will  hereafter  be  cited  in  evidence 
of  the  utility  of  local  boards  and  their  invalu- 
able aid  to  the  general  board  or  compact. 


The     Manhattan     Life's     tallest    business 
block  on  earth  has  been  insured  for  a  million. 


Fire  Underwriters'  Inspection  Bm-eair. 
Preventable  fires  in  San  Fi-ancisco  last  year 
7.3  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  as  against  41.0 
when  the  bureau  was  first  organized.  There 
has  been  a  steady  decline  in  the  percentage 
from  the  beginning.  The  pei-centage  of  pre- 
ventable fires  in  other  large  Coast  cities  with- 
out an  inspection  bureau,  last  year,  were : 
Portland,  25.4;  Los  Angeles,  21.0;  Seattle, 
29.0;  Tacoma,  22.0;  Oakland,  24.  These  fig- 
ures indicate  the  need  of  inspection  in  those 
cities.  During  the  year  the  bureau  inspected 
19,881  buildings,  93  of  which  were  new,  and 
surveyed  4,049  buildings  for  the  P.  I.  U.  Al- 
together, 6,657  changes  were  secured ;  among 
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them  2,099  3.sh  barrels  removed  ;  79  g-asoline 
stoves  removed  (and  there  were  no  prasoline 
stove  fires  last  year)  ;  1,029 rubbish  removals; 
340  defective  ehimnej's  repaired  ;  649  pas  jets 
made  safe.  The  expense  of  maintaining  the 
patrol  was  less  than  one-half  of  one  per  cent, 
of  the  city  premiums. 


Twenty-four  out  of  172  dwelling- fires  wo; 0 
caused  by  defective  flues.  This  is  a  i-oflection 
on  the  character  of  San  Francisco  architects. 
It  would  be  interesting,  too,  to  know  whether 
those  chimneys  were  new  or  not.  Careless- 
ness with  cigarettes  set  tire  to  fifteen  dwell- 
ings. The  cigarette-boy  dwelling  should  be 
specially  classified  as  extra  hazardous.     The 

Twentieth  San  Francisco  Fire  Patrol  Report.  gasoline  stove  is  not   to  be  compared  with  the 

.    .  ,  J       i-  deadly     cigarette.      Coal-oil     lamps     caused 

A  few  more  alarms  and  a  few  more  covers  ^         f      ,  »  ,.,,.. 

,    ,     .  1      -iv,  -t  J  twentv-three   nres,    mostlv    in    dwellings   of 

spread,  last  year,  as  compared  with  its  prede-  ■    ,         ,    ^,       ,.  "     .        ,.  . 

rr^,  ■'  ■     ^i.     o  *     1  3      mv,  course,  though  the  diagram  is  a  bit  awry  m 

cessor.     This  is  the  fire   patrol   record.     The  ,  .       '  '^   ^,         .  .       .  ,  ,    - . 

,  ,  .  J        ]   u  this  respect.     Jtlectricity  is  not  charged  with 

increase  m  alarms  and  services  rendered  has  .      ,     „ 

...  rnu  a  single  fire. 

been  about  50  per  cent,  m   ten  years.     There  "  

has  been  no  such  increase  in  population  or  in-  The  Orient  Insurance  Company. 

surance  premiums  in  the  same  time.  ^^^^^  ^^  AssetsTnd  Net  Sukpi.us. 

Serious  fires  where  covers  were  used  in-  ^,  ,    ^  ^   ,  .    ^^       „     , 

.  .  .  -i-i  4.     1  The  annual  statement  of  this  Hartford  com- 

ci-eased  from  no  to  131.     Property  losses,  on  ,  ^  .  ,   .      . 

,  JJ1.0  -u     4.  panv  shows  a  strong  improvement  in  its  eon- 

the  contrarv.  decreased  ?i  18,000  or  about   11  '  .  .• 

',  t  t       •  1  ,  dition   since   Januarv,  1894.     As   the   greater 

per  cent.     The  percentage  of  uninsured  losses  „   ,  .     .  ,     ,        .        .      ,  , 

■     ^  ■        o         rr.x.^   a  part  of  this  improved  showing  is  the  product 

wasonlvii    as  against    15   in    1893.     The   fire  ',^,^.^,,,      .  .c-, 

,    ■    .        .  ,     ,  ^      ,       r.  ■        ^ »,  of  the  last  SIX  months  business,  we  may  fairly 

patrol  extinguished  twelve  fires,  nine  of  them  ,    -,      ^,     ^   ^,  „  .   ,  . 

;    .  ^.,      •  1  ^ii.        i,,    T^  1  conclude  that  the  wave  of  special  prosperity 

being  mercantile  risks,  one  of  them  the  Palace  ,  ,     .     ,,  ■,      .,,  ,     A  •     "1 

,    ,   ;         ,         ^,       .ti,     /-,  1-c       ■     I,     1  has  onlv  ]ust  begun,  and  will  carrv  the  Orient 

hotel,  and  another  the  California  bank.  .   ^         •.,,  .    ,,  ,   ,.  ,:  ,      ,    , 

„,  '  „  ,.   -1   J  4     1  into  a  still  better  relative  as  well  as  ab.solute 

The  larger  fires  entailed  property  losses  as  ... 

,,,  r-,T,ox  ..    o"         /-.-n  showing  111  its  semi-annual  statement, 

follows:     G.  B.   &  L.  grocery,  $178,173;  G.  R.  mv,     ^   *  *     *  t  *  ■         <•  u 

„  .    ,  „,  j;  -41,  The  statement  of  January  ist  IS  as  follows: 

Bazar,  :5!i62,i37.     There   were    135   fires   with  .        4.     ju  „„  •      *  j.. 

,        ,.  4-  4V,   t  4.  Assets,  $2,051,884,  a  gain  of  some  $so, 000;  net 

losses   under  $100;    139  from   that   sum  up  to  ,        ,  „  ■       ^^  ■    !,_ 

.,.  4.         i.  surplus,  $4S3,S98,  a  gain  of  1131,000  in  the  year. 

$1,000;  73  from  $1,000  to  $10,000;  II  from  4.10,000  ^      ,.        '♦^J'^^  '     °  ,     ,    , 

\       '-^  Looking  over  the  long  schedule  of  assets  we 

"^     '       ■  find  that  nearly  all  the  stocks  and  bonds  have 

SAN  FRANCISCO  MONTHLY  INSURANCE  LOSSES.  a  market  value  considerably  in  excess  of  the 

Months.  on  Buildings.  Ou  Contenta.     Total.  par  value.     The  investments  of  the  assets,  it 

January      $8,750        $21,161       $29,911  is   evident,   are   first-class.     The   security    to 

Febniiivy 22,820  164,597        187,417  policyholders  is  thereby  made  doubly  .sure  by 

March 15,623  15,322         30,945  the  character  of  the  assets,  as  well  as  by  their 

April     5.197  5.224  10,421  extent,  and  a  surplus  of  nearly  a  million  dol- 

May 4-812  3,745  8,557  lars. 

Ju"<" i"'^"  '3.5™'         24,111  During  the  year  past  the  Orient  withdrew 

"'"'y ^^'"'5  ^f'^''°         59,435  fj.gjjj  several   states  which  had  not  .shown  a 

Augusl, 7,101  6,828  13.929  -^  -,4,  .  •  41,        4, 

_    °       ^  „  o         ,,  ,  ,  profit,    and    the    premium    income    therefore 

September 41.384  33.90S  75,292  i-         '  J"  . 

October 25,274  40,110         65.3S4  shows  a  slight  falling  off.     The  income  was 

November 39,o43  34.563         73,606  some  $70,000  more  than  the  expenditui'es,  and 

December 4,302  4,545  8,847  altogether  the  company  finds  itself  in  a  much 

more  satisfactory  condition  than  a  year  ago. 

Total $221,115        $366,743      $587,838  The   Orient   does   a   good   business  on    the 

The  uninsured  losses  were  $93,842,  a  down-  Pacific  Coast  under  the  management  of  Wm. 

right  loss  to  the  property-owners  and  a  warn-  J.  Callingham.     It  does  business  in  nine  Pa- 

ing  to  the  uninsured.  cific   Coast   states  and    territories,   including 

As  usual   the  largest  number  of  fire  alarms  Oregon,  where  it  has  a  $50,000  deixjsit. 

come   from  Chinatown,   and   next   in   number  

three   "south-of-market"  boxes.     Here  they  In.viio    Note.— The    Merchants'    Protective 

are:     Washington   and   Dupont   streets,    206;  As.sociation  at   Boise  City,   Idaho,   last  week 

Mission    and    Fourth,   109;    Howard  and   Fro-  adopted   resolutions  condemning   the  legisla- 

mont,  104;  Howard  and  Third,  101.     The  same  tive   bills  unfriendly  to  insurance  interests, 

neighborhoods   last   year   were    likewise    the  They  say,  "We  do  not  con.sider  unreasonable 

scenes   of   the   largest   number  of  fires— with  the  provision  in  fire  in.surance  policies  known 

the  smallest  average  fire  loss,  probably.  as  the  "three-fourths-loss  clause."     They  pro- 
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test  against  the  passage  of  senate  bill  19  and 
house  bill  60  as  tending  to  drive  reliablo  com- 
panies out  of  the  stale. 

The  Fireman's  Fund  Insurance  Company. 

Largest  Fire  Insurance  Company  West  of 
New  York— It  Stands  at  the  Head  in  Coast 
Premiums.  The  Usuai,  Large  Gains  are  Re- 
ported. 

The  Pacific  Coast's  famous  lire  insurance 
<'onii)any,  the  Fireman's  Fund,  bcgius  the 
year  with  larger  figures  in  all  its  depart- 
ments, except  losses.  The  year  1894  was  a 
vei"y  prosperous  one  for  this  company;  but 
that  is  the  rule  to  which  we  can  recall  no 
excei)tion  since  the  Chicago  and  Boston  con- 
flagration. Large  gains  were  made  in  as.sets, 
surplus  and  premiums.  The  loss  ratio  of  56.6 
percent,  allows  a  liberal  profit  mai-gin. 

Here  are  the  chief  figures  of  the  annual 
statement :  Assets,  $3,24o,86i,  a  gain  of  iSi3o,- 
000;  net  .sunjlus,  •*846,268.  again  of  :?i  13,000;  in- 
come, *i, 916.250,  a  gain  of  over  ^209,000;  prem- 
iums, Si. 766,819,  a  gain  of  :S84.ooo;  fire  prem- 
iums made  a  gain  of  -*i32,ooo,  or  nearly  ten  per 
cent.  Prosperous  growth  like  this  is  only  too 
i-are  in  fire  underwriting. 

The  Fireman's  Fund  is  one  of  the  leading  fire 
insurance  companies  of  America.  It  is  the 
largest  west  of  New  York,  and  its  agents  ai-e 
to  be  found  in  the  most  of  the  larger  cities  and 
towns  of  the  country.  Its  steady  growth,  its 
resources  and  its  record  in  the  Chicago  and 
Boston  fires  command  the  unreserved  con- 
fidence of  property-owners.  An  honorable, 
conflagration-in'oof  record  of  thirty-two  years, 
and  a  i>olicyholders'  surplus  of  nearly  two  mil- 
lion dollars,  form  a  solid  fire-wall  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  insured. 

Glance  at  the  table  of  comparative  condition. 
Assets  January  i,  1880,  ^741, 487;  in  five  years, 
doubled ;  in  ten  years,  more  than  trebled ;  in 
fifteen  years,  nearly  quintupled.  In  the  .same 
time  the  net  suii)lus  has  risen  from  >;i53. 172  to 
•*846,268. 

Th(!  Fireman's  Fund  is  in  the  lead  on  the 
Pacific  Coast  in  fire  jiremiums  and  in  marine 
premiums,  with  .*6i6,6io  of  the  former  and 
|!i6o,i33  of  the  lattei*.  or  $776,743  Coast  prem- 
iums altogether.  This  is  the  first  time  that 
any  company  has  attained  this  volume  of 
Coast  lu'cmiums. 


The  New  York  Life  Insurance  Company. 

The  annual  statement  of  this  giant  gives 
these  fiu\n'es:  Assets.  $162,011,771;  surplus  to 
iwlicyholders,  S20.249.308;  income.  %'36.4S3.3i3; 
disbursements,  $24,139,429;  death  claims  paid, 
$8.228,608 ;  new  business  issued,  $200,086,248; 
insurance  in  force,  .$813,294. 160.  The  premiunis 
($29,411,355,  of  which  $7,149,016  were  new) 
gained  two  millions.  The  assets  gained  $13.- 
300.000,  and  the  surplus  gained  $3,000,000.  Iii- 
this  field,  under  the  management  of  Col. 
Hawes,  the  New  York  Life  wrote  the  largest 
amount  of  new  business  last  year. 

The   New  Yoi'k  Life  has  just  undergone, ' 
triumphantly,  a  thorough  examination  by  the 
insurance  departments  of  seven  states. 


To  the  Busines.s  jMen  of  Oregon. 

There  is  to-day  a  valued  policy  law  on  the 
statute  books  of  Oregon,  placed  there  by 
demagoguei-y.  In  anticipation  of  the  incendiary 
effects  of  that  law  the  Pacific  Insurance  Union 
raised  rates  ten  per  cent,  in  Oregon.  There 
was  a  vigorous  protest  by  merchants  and  other 
business  men,  especially  of  Portland,  who. 
acknowledging  the  inequity  of  the  law,  pledged 
themselves  tovi^ork  for  its  repeal  at  this  win- 
ter's session  of  the  legislature,  if  the  tmion 
would  rescind  the  ten  per  cent,  increase.  The 
union  complied  with  their  request,  but  losses 
increased  enormously  in  Oregon,  and  mer- 
chants have  not  yet  fulfilled  their  promises. 

What  steps  have  the  Portland  merchants 
takeii  in  this  matter  ?  Have  they  appointed 
any  i>ommittee  to  woi'k  for  the  repejil  of  the 
obnoxious  measure  ;  Has  any  individual  bus- 
ness  man  in  Portland  seen  any  individual 
member  of  the  legislature  about  this  wicked 
law  ;  Are  the  business  men  of  Portland 
ready  to  pay  an  increase  of  ten  per  cent,  in 
rates,  made  by  the  Board  of  Fire  Underwrit- 
ers of  the  Pacific,  because  of  their  failure  to 
work  for  the  repeal  of  a  law  which  has  greatly 
increased  the  fire  losses  in  Oregon  ? 


The  German-American  of  New  York  has 
re-insured  the  Alamo  of  Texas. 

The  Continental  has  paid  the  Union  of  Phil- 
adelphia the  amount  of  judgment  in  the  Dim- 
ick  marine  cases. 


Telegraphed  Life  Figures. 

Washington  Life  Ins.  Co, — New  York.  J-an. 
24.  Washington's  new  business  $8,759,236  in 
1.894. 

Manhattan  Life  Ins.  Co. — New  York.  Jan. 
14.     New  business,  1S94.  $1^.665,000. 

New  England  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co. — Boston, 
Mass.,  Jan.  16.  Amount  of  new  business 
written  and  paid  for  last  yeai",  $9,406,329. 


The  citizens  of  Chenoa,  III.,  have  sued  a  rail- 
road company  for  $300,000  damages  for  fire 
caused  by  locomotive  sparks. 


Thg  Coast  T^eview. 
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An  Assessment  Decision. 

In  Joi\y  V.  American  Legion  ol'  Honor  (3S  P. 
R.  524)  the  supreme  court  of  Ciilifornia  held 
that — 

"In  the  absence  of  contract,  the  payment  of 
insurance  assessments  by  the  beneficiary  is 
gratuitous,  and  creates  no  equities  in  his 
favor  whicli  are  available  against  one  after- 
wards substituted  as  beneticiai'y. " 


Outside  Life  Business. 

A  circular  letter,  soliciting  state  fis'ures, 
was  sent  from  this  ofitice  on  January  i,  to  Ore- 
gon and  Washington  general  agents  of  life 
companies,  but  the  responses  have  been  so 
few  that  it  is  not  worth  while  to  compile  a 
table  therefrom.  We  are  disappointed,  and 
so,  no  doubt  are  our  life  insurance  readers. 
Even  the  northern  general  agent  who  asked 
us  to  collect  such  statistics  in  advance  of  the 
official  publications,  confesses  that  he  has  not 
the  required  figures  of  his  own  company,  and 
can  get  them  only  from  the  home  office.  If 
the  general  agents  of  the  Northwest  and 
Rocky  Mountain  states  will  send  the  figui'es 
in  at  their  earliest  convenience — such  figures 
as  are  printed  in  our  California  life  table — we 
shall  compile  and  print  a  table  thereof. 


Life  Notes. 

The  New  England  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  has 
issued  a  new  policy  and  a  new  application 
form. 

If  there  were  any  asscs.sment companies  left 
we  should  call  their  system  the  India  rubber 
premium  plan. 

E.  Duncan  Suiffen  may  not  be  a  meek  and 
lowly  party,  but  he  is  a  very  resigned  one — 
habitually.  — Chi'onicle. 

Mark  T.  Kady,  Oregon  manager  of  the  Mu- 
tual Benefit  Life,  is  having  a  sharp  contro- 
versy in  the  daily  prints  of  Portland  with  the 
Manhattan  Life's  Mr.  Mulford. 

Sherman  &  Harmon,  general  agents  of  the 
Penn  Mutual  for  Oregon,  wrote  1^267,000  new 
business  (if;g,983  premiums)  last  year.  The 
amount  in  force  is  $343,250;  renewal  premiums 
$3,747;  no  losses. 

C.  L.  Fay,  representing  the  Washington 
Life  Ins.  Co.  for  Oregon  and  Washington, 
transacted  the  following  business  for  his  com- 
pany last  year :  Oregon — -$34,004  new  business 
($919  premiums)  ;  insurance  in  force,  $147,442; 
renewals,  $4,483;  losses  none.  Washington — 
$17,566  new  business  ($274  premiums)  ;  insur- 
ance in  force  ($225, 151 ;  renewals,  $6,669;  en- 
dowments, $2,268. 


Mark  T.  Kady,  manager  of  the  Mutual  Ben- 
efit Life  Ins.  Co.  for  Oregon,  wrote  $683,000 
new  business  ($20,490  premiums)  last  year. 
The  amount  in  force  is  $945,600;  renewal 
premiums,  $7,565;  loss  paid,  $1,000. 

The  National  Life  of  Vermont  added  $i,j6o,- 
000  to  its  assets  last  year,  and  increased  its 
surplus  $296,000.  It  is  now  an  $11,000,000  com- 
pany. The  business  written  in  1894,  as  tele- 
graphed to  the  Coast  Review,  was  $14,700,000. 

We  are  reluctantly  compelled  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  home  managers  of  the  Penn 
Mutual  to  the  fact  that  their  general  agent 
in  this  field,  not  content  with  out-rebating 
every  other  rebater,  represents  that  his  com- 
pany never  resists  a  claim.  The  Penn,  by 
compromising  or  paying  disputed  claims,  or 
by  treating  them  as  "  unadjusted,  "  may  be 
able  to  report  every  year  "losses  resisted, 
none."  But  it  is  juggling  with  facts.  It 
is  a  ti'ick  on  a  par  with  the  pretensions 
of  the  State  Insurance  Company  of  Oregon, 
which,  though  notorious  as  a  claim-fighter, 
also  advertises,  or  did  advertise,  "losses 
resisted,  none,"  and  "losses  unpaid,  none," 
by  the  simple  device  of  treating  unpaid 
losses  as  losses  not  due,  and  resisted  losses 
as  not  losses  at  all.  Of  course  the  Penn 
managers  will  not  say  that  they  never 
resist  losses.  Their  duty  to  the  company's 
policyholders  requires  them  to  fight  fraudu- 
lent claims ;  and  transacting  a  comparatively 
large  business  the  comjiauy  cannot  escape 
fraudulent  claims.  Then  why  this  mislead- 
ing "no  losses  resisted"  in  the  annual  state- 
ment i    It  is  not  fair ;  it  is  not  honest. 


Meeting  of  General  Life  Insurance  Agents. 

Nearly  all  of  the  agents  of  the  life  insur- 
ance companies  doing  business  in  California 
met  in  San  Francisco  last  week,  and  appointed 
a  committee  to  look  after  the  interests  of  their 
companies  at  Sacramento,  where  the  usual 
cinch  bills  have  been  introduced.  Other  in- 
tei-ests  were  incidentally  discussed,  and  an 
excellent  feeling  was  displayed.  We  find  in 
this  meeting  encoviragement  for  a  renewed 
proposition  to  organize  a  Pacific  Coast  life  un- 
derwriters' union,  for  the  correction  of  some 
of  the  more  pronounced  evils  of  the  business. 
Regular  meetings  by  such  an  association  would 
be  productive  of  much  good,  and  of  excellent 
temper  as  well,  should  the  members  oc<'asion- 
ally  cross  their  legs  beneath  mahogany.  The 
experiment  should  be  tried,  and  there  should 
be  no  feeling  of  discouragement  because  one, 
two,  four  or  six  general  agents  may  choose  to 
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hold  themselves  aloof.  We  believe  that  the 
new  ovfranization  would  from  the  start  cm- 
brace  substantially  all  the  geuei-al  agents  in 
its  membership.  The  outsiders,  appreciating' 
the  benetits,  would  soon  be  knoc-king  at  the 
door. 


The  Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Company. 

Great  Gains  in  Assets,  Surpi.us  and  Pkemuims. 

The  eighty-fifth  annual  exhibit  of  the  Hart- 
ford Fire  Insurance  Company,  is  the  best  the 
company  has  ever  made,  both  absolutely  and 
relatively.  Extraordinary  gains  were  made 
last  year,  in  re.sources,  surplus  and  business. 
The  gain  of  $1,267,643  in  assets  was  the  largest 
made  by  any  lire  company,  American  or  for- 
eign. ■  The  Hartford  also  made  the  tremendous 
gain  of  $1,619,000  in  premium  income,  and 
added  ^'204, 000  to  its  net  surplus.  In  lire  pre- 
miums the  Hartford  Fire  now  stands  at  the 
head  of  all  Americ-an  companies,  and  is  second 
to  only  one  foreign  company.  In  net  surplus  it 
ranks  third. 

The  annual  figures  are  colossal.  Assets, 
$8,645,735;  net  surplus,  $2,500,346;  surplus  to 
policyholders,  $3,750,346;  gross  income,  $7,135,- 
478;  premiums,  $5,690,234. 

Business,  condition,  age,  all  are  in  favor  of 
the  Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Company  in 
soliciting  business.  The  agents  point  with 
pride  to  each  feature  of  the  annual  statement. 

On  the  Pacific  Coast  Messrs.  Belden  &  Cof- 
ran,  the  managers,  transacted  the  usual.large 
business  for  the  Hartford  Fire,  the  total  pre- 
miums aggregating  over  $330,000,  with  a  loss 
ratio  considerably  below  the  general  average. 


Objectionable  Life  Insurance  Legislation. 

•A  bill  before  the  California  legislature,  in- 
troduced by  one  Hart,  proposes  to  levy  a 
special  tax  on  the  gross  receipts  of  life  insur- 
ance companies.  The  character  or  want  of 
character,  of  this  bill  needs  no  elucidation.  It  is 
written  on  its  face,  like  the  usual  effects  of 
vice.  A  tax  on  the  net  receipts  of  a  life  in- 
surance company  is  bad  enough,  since  it  is  a 
tax  on  prudence  and  the  affection  which  seeks 
to  protect  the  widow  and  the  orphan.  But  a 
tax  on  gi-oss  receipts  is  a  deliberate  robbery 
by  the  state,  which  should  be  the  protector 
of  life  insurance. 

Life  insurance  companies  are  mutual  asso- 
ciations, and  should  not  be  dealt  with  as 
profit-making  corporations.  The  same  spirit 
which  dii-tates  special  consideration  for  so- 
called  fraternal  life  insurance  companies, 
should  likewise  be  as  considerate  of  regular 


or  legitimate  life  insurance  companies,   since 
they  all  are  virtually  benefit  societies. 

California  policyholders  should  protest 
against  such  legislation,  whether  the  tax  be 
on  gross  or  net  receipts.  Who,  really,  will 
pay  the  tax?  The  policyholders.  The  tax 
will  come  out  of  their  dividends.  It  is  a  double 
tax.  The  company  is  required  to  pay  a  tax  on 
its  assets  as  a  whole,  and  then  thisouti-ageous 
tax  on  the  yearly  premium  contributions  to  its 
assets. 

The  attitude  of  the  state  imposing  such  a 
tax  is  worse  than  that  of  the  highway  robber, 
for  the  state  robs  widows  and  ehildi'en.  A  ■ 
"dividend"  accumulating  policy,  represent- 
the  savings  of  the  husband  and  fatlier,  is  re- 
duced by  this  thieving  tax.  The  state,  club 
in  hand,  stands  guard  on  the  highway  of  life, 
collecting  this  illegitimate  toll;  and  as  the 
life  insui'ance  company  hands  over  the  insui'- 
ance  money  to  the  widow — money  which  has 
already  paid  its  legitimate  taxes — the  state 
thrusts  its  powerful  and  dishonest  hand  into 
the  widow's  purse  and  abstracts  a  handful  of 
coin.  O  generous  state !  O  gallant  legisla- 
tor! 


The  dividends  (i.  e.,  excess  payments  re- 
turned) of  policyholders  in  life  insurance  com- 
panies are  small  enough  now,  but  the  legisla- 
ture of  California,  or  rather  a  member,  pro- 
poses to  still  further  reduce  the  dividends  by 
a  special  tax  in  the  interest  of  tax-payers  who 
do  not  insure  their  lives— bachelors,  rich  men, 
selfish  and  improvident  men.  Th_^  proposed 
tax  of  three  per  tent,  on  gross  premiums 
would  yield  $114,060.  The  present  dividends 
are  about  $487,000.  This  tax  would  have  to 
come  out  of  these  dividends.  In-other  words, 
the  proposed  law  is  a  proposition  to  tax  return 
life  insurance  premiums  23  per  cent.  Get 
your  stuiTed  club  ready  for  the  legislators 
who  vote  for  such  a  law.     . 


"  Meeting  Competition." 

The  non-intercoure  section  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  of  the 
Pacific  is  to  be  enforced  by  the  operation  of 
rules  regulating  other  insurance  and  permit- 
ting the  substitution  of  jiolicies  at  cut  i-ates. 
Other  concurrent  insurance  is  permitted  in 
board  companies.  For  the  substitution  of  a 
policy  in  a  non-board  company,  insurance  may 
be  granted  at  any  rate  of  premium,  for  no 
greater  amount  than  is  covered  under  the  dis- 
placed policy.  Where  a  company  is  trans- 
ferred from  a  non-board  agent,  the  new  agent, 
may  be  authorized  to  renew  or  replace  policies. 
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issued  by  the  displaced  ascut,  at  any  rate 
necessary.  An  a^ent  wiio  resigns  the  agency 
of  a  unn-board  company  is  alone  permitted  to 
replace  at  less  than  board  rates,  such  i^olicies 
of  the  non-boai-der  as  he  may  have  written 
while  its  agent.  Policies  in  all  cases  must  be 
written  at  full  tariff  rates,  with  rebate  en- 
dorsement, and  rebate-receipt  from  the  as- 
sured. 


Proposed  Insurance  Legislation. 

New  Mexico. — A  bill  creating  the  ofBce  of 
territorial  insurance  commissioner  and  requir- 
ing a  deposit  of  !{ii5,ooo  from  all  comimnies 
doing  business  in  New  Mexico  has  passed 
the  lower  branch  of  the  legislature.  Every 
company  is  required  to  have  $300,000  available 
assets.  Life  companies  are  required  to  pay  a 
fee  of  ten  cents  on  every  •'fi,ooo  of  insurance. 
If  the  Hinkle  bill  becomes  a  law  there  will  be 
an  insurance  exodus. 

*      * 
* 

Iii.vno. — Senate  Bill  No.  19  has  j^assed  the 
senate,  but  will  probably  be  vetoed  by  the 
governor  should  the  hou.se  pass  it.  The  ob- 
jectionable measure  makes  insurance  com- 
panies "liable  and  bound  to  pay"  the  full 
value  of  the  property  insured,  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  the  sum  in.sured  ;  "any  so-called 
three-fourths  clause  or  any  other  clause,"  lim- 
iting the  liability  to  a  loss  amount,  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  The  three-fourths 
clause  is  only  a  temporary  measure  adopted  by 
the  underwriters  to  put  a  stop  to  the  notor- 
iously incendiary  fires  which  have  sent  the 
loss  rates  in  Idaho  up  to  over  100  per  cent,  of 
the  premiums.     The  governor  is  relied  on  to 

veto. 

*      * 
* 

An  omnibus  bill  provides  for  the  creation  of 
of  an  insurance  department,  regulation  of  as- 
sessment insurance,  prohibits  infant  (under 
10)  insurance,  and  requires  deposits.  It  is  H. 
B.  No.  60,  by  Daly. 


Califouxia. — Assembly  Bill  No.  132  (Mc- 
Kelvoy)  provides  for  the  organization  and 
management  of  county  lire  mutuals.  Any 
number  of  persons  not  less  than  twenty-five, 
residing  in  any  county,  collectively  owning 
^50,000  worth  of  property,  may  incoriiorate. 
Policies  to  be  issued  only  on  detached  dwell- 
ings, churches,  barns  and  contents,  hay,  grain 
and  live  stock,  within  the  county.  On  nearly 
all  these  cla.sses  of  risks  the  stock  insurani-o 
companies  have  lost  money  in  three-fourths  of 


the  counties  in  the  state.    There  is  no  salvage 
on  country  risks. 

Senate  Bill  No.  314  (Mitchell)  iirovides  for 
the  payment  of  an  annual  tax  upon  their 
franchises,  or  business  done,  of  one  per  cent, 
upon  their  gross  premiums.  All  classes  of 
companies  are  included. 

Senate  Bill  No.  89  (McGowan)  authorizes 
the  formation  of  county  mutuals  by  tvrenty- 
five  or  more  persons  who  collectively  own 
not  less  than  $25,000  and  very  little  sense. 
Similar  to  A.  B.  No.  132,  and  a  chestnut. 

Senate  Bill  No.  19  (Biggy)  authorizes  the 
incoiijoration  of  mutual  life  and  assessment 
accident  associations,  and  regulating  the  busi- 
ness. The  condition  precedent  to  beginning 
is  1500,000  insurance  applied  for  by  500  persons, 
duly  examined  and  approved  by  a  physician, 
and  who  have  dejiosited  lio  each  on  each  $1,000 
insurance  applied  for.  An  emergency  fund 
not  less  than  $5,000  and  equal  to  the  product 
of  one  assessment  must  be  maintained.  The 
beneficiary  may  be  changed  at  any  time  with 
the  consent  of  the  corporation.  The  insurance 
money  due  such  beneficiary  is  not  liable  for 
any  debt  of  certificate-holder  or  beneficiary. 
Senate  Bill  No.  13  (Bert)  provides  for  the 
investigation  of  fires  by  the  insurance  depart- 
ment. Prepared  by  Insurance  Commissioner 
Higgins.  The  commissioner  is  authorized  to 
make  an  investigation  of  any  fire  whenever 
in  his  judgment  the  interest  of  the  people  de- 
mands it,  or  when  requested  to  do  so  by  any 
county  attorney.  His  findings  are  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  insurers  and  insured.  Five 
thousand  dollars  of  the  very  considerable  and 
unnecessary  surplus  contributions  by  the  in- 
surance companies  to  the  insurance  depart- 
ment is  to  be  set  aside  as  a  special  inquest 
fund. 

Senate  Bill  No.  10  (Bert),  framed  by  Com- 
missioner Higgins,  iwescribes  conditions  upon 
which  the  Lloyds  may  be  admitted  to  ti'ans- 
act  business  in  California,  namely,  in  likely 
manner  and  upon  the  same  terms  as  required 
of  insurance  companies  of  other  states. 

Senate  Bill  No.  11  (Bert),  likewise  drawn 
up  by  Mr.  Higgins,  requires  every  foreign  in- 
surance company  or  individual  combination  to 
have  a  deposit  of  not  less  than  $200,000  with 
some  state  authorities.  Deposits  with  the 
treasurer  of  California  to  bo  interest-bearing 
state  or  federal  bonds,  California,  county  or 
city  bonds,  or  loans  thereon. 

Senate  Bill  No.  12  (Bert),  pi-eparod  by  the 
commissioner,  is  an  act  whereby  the  commis- 
sioner is  directed  to  refer  applications  and 
documents   to   the   state's   attorney    general. 
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The  certificate  to  be  si'iintcd  dm  the  hitter's 
approval. 

A  IhU  introiUicod,  "  by  riMiucst,"  bv  Senator 
Hart,  requires  life  insurance  c()nii)anies  to  pay 
a  tax  of  three  per  cent,  of  their  gross  i-eceipts. 

*      * 
* 

Coi.okaho.— H.  B.  No.  133  requires  state 
companies  to  luive  *2oo,ooo  paid  up  capital,  and 
requires  foreign  companies  to  deposit  a  like 
amount  with  some  State  treasurer.  Another 
bill  requires  a  state  deposit  from  every  com- 
pany. 

Numerous  other  bills  introduced,  requiring 
agents  to  pay  a  license  fee  of  $50,  and  in- 
structing the  superintendent  to  levy  tribute 
on  all  companies  by  examining  their  books. 


OuECiON. — House  Bill  No.  53  (Hofer)  amends 
section  3580,  Chapter  L,  Missc.  Laws.  Annual 
license  fixed  at  $50  for  fire  companies,  and 
Si  00  for  life  and  accident  companies.  Mr. 
Hofer  prefers  that  the  state  should  support 
orphans  rather  than  that  life  insurance  com- 
panies should  be  encouraged.  Exceptions 
made  of  so-called  fraternal  hat-passers,  who 
cannot  be  expected  to  pay  a  license  tax  since 
they  are  unable  to  pay  claims  without  litiga- 
tion. The  commissioner  is  made  beneflciai-y 
to  the  extent  of  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  license 
fees.  Every  /om'i/n  company  must  furnish 
the  insurance  commissioner  with  a  sworn 
statement  of  tlie  business  transacted  in  Ore- 
gon. Why  is  not  this  excellent  clause  niade 
to  apply  to  the  Oregon  companies  *  .  Is  the 
little  and  feeble  State  Insurance  Company  of 
Salem  the  real  author  of  this  bill '.  The  for- 
eign companies  are  also  required  to  pay  a  two 
percent,  tax  u])on  all  gross  receipts,  less  losses 
paid  and  premium  returned.  Mutual  fli'e  in- 
surance is  excepted  from  the  provisions  of  this 
bill.' 

Two  valued  policy  bills  have  been  intro- 
duced, one  repealing  and  one  enacting. 

House  Bill  No.  165  (McCracken)  is  a  bill  for 
an  act  to  define  a  general  average  loss,  and  to 
provide  for  the  adjustment  of  same.  A  jettison 
(throwing  overboard  cargo  to  save  the  ship) 
must  begin  with  the  most  bulky  and  least 
valuable  articles  fwhy  not  tiie  heaviest  0,  and 
be  by  authority  of  master;  loss  to  be  borne  by 
all.  When  voyages  end  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Oregon,  tlie  adjustment  must  be  made 
within  this  state.  Ship  and  appurtenances  to 
be  valued  as  at  (Mid  of  voyage,  freightage  at 
one-half  amount  due  on  delivery,  and  cargo  as 
at  time  and  place  of  discharge. 


Senate  Bill  No.  n  (Patterson)  amends  .sev- 
eral sections  of  Chap.  L,  is  similar  to  the  fore- 
going, requiring  every  foreign  company  to 
have  one  general  agent  and  head  office  in  tlie 
state,  and  exempting  the  state  companies 
from  its  provisions.  This  bill  expressly  pro- 
vides that  no  foreign  company  shall  charge  a 
premium  exceeding  the  rate  charged  January 
I,  1895,  as  prescribed  by  the  several  rate 
books  of  the  Pacific  Insurance  Union.  In  this- 
way  the  framer  of  the  bill  designs,  to  prevent 
the  incorporation  of  the  two  per  cent  tax  in 
tlie  premium,  or  the  additional  charge  of  ten 
per  cent.  Should  the  incendiary  valued  policy 
law  be  not  repealed. 

*      * 

BuiTisii  CoLUMni.v. — A  bill  protecting  the 
life  insurance  policy  from  creditors  is  before 
parliament  and  is  likely  to  pass.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  such  law  the  family  of  a  debtor  has 
no  life  insurance  protection.  Tlie  creditors 
stand  ready  to  grab  the  fund  created  by 
others  for  the  relief  of  orphans. 

Montana. — Bill  (Tallant)  requiring  non- 
resident companies  to  have  $500,000  assets 
and  to  invest  a  large  part  in  Montana  securi- 
ties. Bill  (Paschal)  creating  an  insurance  de- 
partment. 


The  Palatine  Insurance  Company. 

The  United  States  branch  of  this  English 
office  now  has  $2,389,092  assets,  of  which  the 
sum  of  $621,646  is  surplus.  One  hunired  and 
fourteen  thousand  was  added  to  the  surplus, 
and  a  still  larger  gain  was  made  in  assets. 
On  the  Pacific  Coast,  under  the  management 
of  Chas.  A.  Laton,  the  business  of  the  com- 
pany increased  considerably,  last  year.  In 
Coast  premiums  the  Palatine  ranks  second. 
It  writes  large  lines  on  desii-able  business. 
The  United  States  branch  has  four  depart- 
ments— Eastern  and  Middle  States,  Western 
States,  Southern  States,  and  Pacific  Coast. 
Applications  for  agencies  are  invited. 


A  NEW  British  paper  hails  from  Birming- 
ham, Eug.,  and  flies  "The  In.surance  Re- 
sume." It  is  to  be  made  up  of  quotations  and 
indexes.     Monthly,  sixpence. 

OuH  Year's  Legal  Decisions  compilation  has 
called  forth  inquiries  from  near  and  remote 
points  for  the  names  of  cases  giving  specified 
rulings. 

The  Indeiiendence  of  New  Yorli  came  to 
grief  as  .soon  as  its  "backers"  were  discovered. 
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January  Fires. 

Oregon. 

7.  Baker,  f r  dwg  and  conts : 
Phoonix,  Hartford $475 

3.  Baker  co.,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 
American,  Pa I400 

i8.    Albany,  stock  drugs: 
Sun.  London -t  1,000 

28.    Corvallis,  general  fire: 

Northern $   qoo 

Fireman's  Fund 500 

Imperial 1,000 

Lion 100 

Phenix,  Br 800 

17.    Halsey,  gen'l  mdse: 
Prussian  National     .  .   .  $1,000 
London  &  Lancashire  .  .    1,000 
Scottish  Union  &  National  i.ooo 

Orient 500 

Caledonian  .....      .      500 

Springfield 1,500 

German- American  ....    1,466 
Home  Mutual 500 

Total     $7,466 

9.    Lebanon,  fr  dwg: 
Royal $600 

4.  Long  Creek,  general  mdse : 

Phoenix,  London $2,112 

Palatine 1,000 

Scottish  Union  &  National  i.ooo 

8.  La  Grande,  stock  liquors: 

American  Central $225 

Union.  London     650 

5.  Marion  co..  fr  dwg  and  conts : 
Phojuix,  Hartford  ....  $475 
Home,  N.  Y 475 

4.  Portland,  general  fire : 

London $   965 

Home  Mutual 1.500 

17.    Portland,  steamer: 
German-American  ....  $2,000 

2,    Portland,  stock  toys: 
Springfield $102 

iS.  East  Portland,  fr  dwg  and 
contents: 

Phoenix,  Hartford $450 

23.    Sunnyview,  hhld  effects : 

Sun.  London $160 

16.    Union,  millinery  stock: 

.Etna     $294 

5.  Union,  flour  mill : 

North  British Ji,337 

London  &  Lauca.shiro      .  2,500 

Manchester 8go 

Caledonian 890 

German-American  .          .  1,229 

Transatlantic 1,100 

Sun,  S.  P 890 


15.    Union,  fr  bldg: 
London  &  Lancashire      .   .  $107 

Small  losses $3o5S 

Total  Oregon  .   .   .  $36,991 

* 

WASHINGTON. 

24.  Anacoites,  f r  dwg : 

iEtna     $230 

21.  Blaine,  mdse: 

Palatine $2,000 

Helvetia 1,100 

7.    Chehalis,  dwg  and  conts: 
Fireman's  Fund $300 

25.  (Deo.')  Colfax,  dwg,  hhld  fumi 

and  barn : 
Milwaukee  Mechanics    .  .  $733 

15.    Charleston,  dwg: 
Magdeburg     $750 

12.  Pullman,  fr  hotel  and  conts: 
Commercial  Union  ....  $  500 
National.  Hartford    .   .   .      500 

Phenix,  Br i.ooo 

Home.  'H.Y .      266 

North  British 160 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .      500 

12.  North  Yakima,  stock  can- 
dies, etc.: 

Royal $147 

National,  Hartford    ....    244 

22.  New  Whatcom,  stock  mdse: 
Continental $2,000 

20.    Port    Angeles,  stock    cloth- 
ing: 
Western  Assurance  ....  $600 

British  America     600 

Manchester 500 

National,  Hartford    ...    400 
Scottish  Union  &  N.     ...    300 

12.  Spokane,  fr  bldg: 
Commercial  Union     .   .   .  $1,300 

Loudon 2.349 

Liver' 1  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .    1,976 

Sun,  S.  F 704 

Siiringfieia 1,409 

28.    Spokane,  machinery: 
National,  Hartford    ....  $200 

13.  Spokane,  fr  dwg: 

Royal $704 

14.  Spokane,  fr  dwg: 

Queen $302 

iS.    Spokane,  wearing  apparel : 

Lancashire $191 

I.  Spokane,  foundry  and  ma- 
chinery : 

Orient $411 

Scottish  Union  &  N tii 

31.     (Dee.)  Seattle,  dwg  and  barn: 

Atlas     $432 


14.    Seattle,  bldg  and  machinery: 
Providence-Washington     .  $661 

27.     (Dec.)  Seattle,  foundry : 

London $1,000 

National,  Hartford    .  .   .      375 

14.     Seattle,  stock  furni : 

Springfield $100 

National.  Hartford    ....    100 

iS.    Seattle,  steamer: 
North  British $333 

3.  Seattle,  conts  dwg : 
Westchester $115 

16.    Seattle,  pickle  works : 

Alliance $650 

Connecticut 495 

Queen 495 

National,  Hartford    ....   645 

4.  Seattle,  fr  dwg: 

Hartford $249 

21.    Skagit,  dwg: 
Phoenix,  London $500 

29.    Teka,  millinery  stock: 
Fireman's  Fund $200 

27.    Whatcom  co.,  dwg: 
Palatine $1,000 

2.    Wilkinson,  fr  store,  dwg  and 
conts : 
Scottish  Union  &N $600 

Small  losses     13,073 

Total  Washington  $33,975 


Idaho. 

10.    Coeur  d'Alene,  saloon  stock 
and  fixtures : 
National.  Hartford     .    .    .  $1,000 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .      600 

21.    Pocatella,  dwg: 
American  Central $600 

21.    Shoshone,  fr  bldg  and  lodg- 
ing house : 
Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  $1,250 

Home,  N.  Y 1,250 

Orient 1,250 

12.    Shoshone,  dwg: 
Connecticut $650 

Small  losses $660 

Total  Idaho    ....  $7,200 
* 

Utah. 
20.    (Dec.)   Brigham  City,  stock 
mdse: 
Hartford $1,187 

3.    Salt  Lake  City,  stock  mdse: 

Continental $500 

— .    Salt    Lake    City,    nature  of 
property  not  reported : 

Franklin $450 

Total  Utah      .   .   .     $2,137 
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Montana. 

26.    Anacontla,  fr  hotel: 

Caledonian $200 

Ameriean,  Newark    ....    100 

25.    Butte  City,  eren'l  lire: 

Phcenix,  Loudon $  680 

Fireman's  Fund 340 

Home,  N.  Y 130 

liion 150 

Union,  London i,75o 

^tna 525 

Masdelnirg 750 

North  British  &  M.     ...  6S1 

Alliance 1,500 

National,  Hartford    ...  150 

Underwriters 500 

Franklin 1,650 

Total     $8,So6 

28.    Belt,  f r  drug  store  and  stock : 

Home,  N.  Y /  $900 

Royal 900 

16.  Butte,  warehouse  and  mdse : 

Palatine $3,166 

./Etna 1,000 

Fireman's  Fund 1,000 

17.  Butte,  dwg: 

Niagara $833 

21.    Butte,  fr  dwg: 
Connecticut $693 

3.    Boulder,  fr  dwg : 
^tna $185 

17.    Glasgow,  fr  stoi-e  bldg  and 
hall: 

North  British $   500 

Home,  N.  Y 250 

Royal     S33 

National,  Hartford    .   .   .    1,334 

25.  Frenchtown,  dwg: 
Hamburg-Bremen $200 

17.    Fort  Bent,  saloon: 
Niagara $833 

12.    Livingston,  dwg: 

Oakland  Home $200 

Atlas     800 

28.    Missoula   CO.,    fr    bldg   and 
furni: 
American,  Pa $900 

24.    Ravalli,  stock  mdse: 
Phoenix,  Hartford    ....  $  500 

Home.  N.  Y 1,200 

Palatine 500 

Ins.  Co.  North  America    .    1,000 

26.  Park  CO. ,  farm  property : 
Continental $700 

Small  losses S2.753 

Total  Montana   .   .  $30,750 

* 

Colorado. 
17.    Boulder,  conts  iirint'g  ofBce: 
Atlas $1,263 


15.    Boulder  CO.,  drugs,  etc. : 
New  Zealand $195 

28.    Denver,  fr  bldg: 

Svea $200 

31.  (Dec.)  Denver,  brk  steam 
laundry ; 

National,  Hartford  .  .  $1,000 
28.    Durango,  f  r  dwg : 

National,  Hartford.  ....  $122 
3.    Denver,  brk  factory  and  conts: 

Atlas $1,263 

I.    Denver,  hotel : 

Alliance $110 

28.    Ellert  CO.,  drugs,  etc. : 

New  Zealand $550 

24.    Ft.  Collins,  gen'l  fire : 

Manchester %   500 

Lion 1,900 

Palatine 2,400 

3.    Golden,  bidgs,  mach'y.  etc. : 
Palatine $4,000 

I.    La  Plata  CO..  dwg  and  furni: 
Scottish  Union ..$489 

I.    Watklns,  dwg: 
Alliance $550 

Small  losses $1,454 

Total  Colorado    .   .  $16,246 


Wyoming. 

3.    Cheyenne,  fr  dwg  and  furni: 
National,  Hartford  .   .  $640 

Transatlantic 300 

North  British 800 


Total     $1,740 


New  Mexico. 

2.  Deming,  store,  furni  and  fix. : 
N.  British  &  Mercantile  .    .$118 

I.  East  Las  Vegas,  fr  bldg : 
Fireman's  Fund $130 

II.  Las  Cruces,  pkg  house: 
Fireman's  Fund $1,400 

24.    Roswell,  frbldg: 
Scot.  Union  &  National  .   .  $522 
Total  New  Mexico  .  $2,160 
* 

NEV.4DA. 

8.    Reno,  dwg : 
Phoenix,  London $709 

10.    Reno,  f r  dwg : 
Scot.  Union  &  National  .   .  $795 
* 

AnizoNA. 

3.  Prescott,  brk  hotel : 

yEtna     $125 

Phoenix,  Hartford 150 


British  Columbia. 
20.    Victoria,  fr  dwg: 
Hartford $400 

7.    Victoria,  fr  dwg  and  hhd  turn : 
.■Etna $225 

17.    Vancouver,  hhd  furni: 
^tna $164 

Total  outside  terrilory  .  .  $134,769 
* 

California. 
20.    (Nov.)  Alameda  co.,  dwg: 

New  Zealand $2,016 

14.    Angels  Cami3.    fr   dwg    and  , 
conts : 
Liver' 1  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .   .$330 

29.  Berkeley,  dwg: 

Home    Mutual $974 

3.  Crescent  City,  store  and  bot- 
tling plant: 

Home  Mutual $1,630 

13.    Centralia,  stationery : 

Hanover $380 

Lancashire 209 

30.  Calistoga,  gen'l  fire: 

^tna $900 

Scot.  Union  &  National  .  .    905 

Oakland  Home 275 

North  German 303 

16.    Fresno,  boarding  house : 
Western  Assurance  ....  $695 

I.    Fresno  CO.,  fr  dwg: 
Hartford $200 

ig.    Gait,  gen'l  fife: 

^tna .  $610 

Hartford '.   .   .   .    125 

N.  British  &MercanJKle  .       600 
Palatine 600 

12.    Grass  Valley,  dwg: 
Alliance $2,800 

I.    Heald.sburg,  groceries : 
Home,  N.  Y $207 

16.    (Dec.)  Irvington,  presses: 
New  Zealand $487 

10.    Kitcheveri    Colony,    fr  dwg 
and  furni : 
Phenix,  Br $500 

4.  Keyes  Switch,  gr.  warehouse: 

Hartford  . $i',9So 

Manchester 2,550 

Caledonian ■  .   .    3,715 

American,  Newark     .  .   .    2,415 

Total $10,660 

2y.    Keyes  Switch,  rye: 

Phenix,  Br $225 

20.    Los  Angeles,  conts  fr  dwg: 

Liver' 1  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .$1,500 

Pha'nix,  London 500 

27.    Los  Augeles,  dwg: 

Pljenix,  London $400 
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31.    (Dec.)  Los  Angeles,  mach'y: 
Phoenix,  London $800 

15.    Los  Angeles  fr  dwg : 
Hartford $170 

23.    Los  Angeles,  fr  dwg  and  con- 
tents : 
Fire  Association     ....  $2,972 

10.    Los  Angeles,  dwg: 
Western  Assurance  ....  $150 

6.     Los  Angeles,  fr  store: 

Connecticut       $1,500 

Queen 1,500 

I.    Los  Angeles,  stock  mdse : 
Queen $725 

13.    (Dec.)  Los  Angeles,  mattress 
factory : 

Hanover $611 

United  Firemen's 611 

25.  Madera,  fr  hotel: 
National,  Hartford     .    .    .  $1,000 
Milwaukee  Mechanics  .    .    1,350 
American  Central   ....    1,037 
Fireman's  Fund 1,000 

28.     Madison,  fr  dwg : 
Sun,  S.  F $1,000 

3.    Mountain  View,  dwg: 
Union,  London $250 

3.  Napa,  wearing    apparel  and 

hhld  f urni : 
Prussian  National    ....  $610 
10.    Oakdale,  f r  hotel  and  dwgs : 

Underwriters     $  500 

Hanover 500 

Phenix,  Br 973 

Patriotic 247 

Norwich  Union 1,057 

20.  Oakland,  f r  dwg : 
Hartford $650 

26.  Oakland,  barn  and  horses : 
Home  Mutual $699 

21.  Oakland,  fr  dwgs : 
Liver'l,  Lon.  &  Glohe  .   .   .  $475 

4.  Oroville,  furni: 
Westchester $128 

25.    Red  Bluff,  dwg  and  conts : 

Hanover $200 

United  Firemans 100 

28.     Red  Bluff,  f r  dwg : 
Phenix,  Br $729 

3.    Sonoma  CO.,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 
Phenix,  Br $972 


28.  San  Jose,  dwg: 

Western  Assurance  .   .   .  $1,175 

1.  San  Jose,  fr  dwg  and  conts  : 
Liver'l,  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .    .  $157 

2.  (Nov.)  San  Jose  Cannery : 

Hartford $3,925 

Underwriters 567 

I.    San  Jose,  fr  dwg: 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $r,2oo 

1.  San    Jose,  hhld    furni    in   fr 

dwg: 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $1,575 

2.  Santa  Cruz,  f r  dwg  and  conts : 
Scot.  Union  &  National  .  $  Ooo 
Lion 1,250 

31.    Sacramento,  dwg: 

Magdeburg $Soo 

31.  Sacramento,  fr  dwg  and  con- 
tents: 

Commercial  Union  ....  $220 
19.    San  Diego,  farm  property : 

Continental $500 

19.    San  Diego,  hhld  furni : 

Continental $450 

29.  San  Diego,  farm  property : 
Continental $200 

15.    San  Diego,  fr  dwg: 
Royal     $1,100 

II.    San  Luis    Obispo  co.,  farm 
property : 
Continental $500 

4.    Stockton,  dwg  and  furni : 
Caledonian     $i)So 

25.  Selma,  hhld  furni : 
American.  Newark    ....  $260 
Fireman's  Fund 539 

2.    San  Benito,  dwg  and  furni : 
Fireman's  Fund $1,075 

4.    San  Gabriel,  warehouse : 
Fireman's  Fund  ....     $1,250 

14.    Tehama,  dwg  and  conts: 

Fireman's  Fund $3,370 

Rhode  Island     1,200 

Ins.  Go.  State  of  Penn.     .    1,200 

27.    Valona,  saloon  bldg  and  con- 
tents : 
London  &  Lancashire     .   .  $240 
Home  Mutual 500 

26.  Washington,  fr  dwg: 
Manchester $500 


12.  Wheatland,  gen'l  fire: 

Lancashire $    150 

Transatlantic 1,500 

Springfield 181 

Orient 200 

Scottish  Union  &  N.  .    .    .    3,750 

13.  Wilmington,  fr  dwg  and  con- 

tents : 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe   .   .  $475 

Small  losses      $6,810 

Total  Cal.  S.  F.  Ex.  .  $91,946 
^■ 

San  Fuancisco. 
7.    Brk  store  bldg : 

Transatlantic $220 

Aachen  &  Munich  .  .      .   .    132 

25.    Boots  and  shoes : 

Lancashire $338 

Agricultural 349 

Teutonia 349 

Girard 439 

31.    frdwg: 
London  &  Lancashire  .  .  .  $500 

4.  (Nov.)  Stock  groceries: 
Hartford $3,719 

15.    Fr  bldg  and  conts : 
Western  Assurance  .   .   .  $1,200 

British  America 360 

Ins.  Co.  North  America    .       150 
Helvetia 1,500 

iS.    Stock  groceries : 

Germania $840 

Hanover 277 

7.     Chinese  hhd  furni : 

Hanover $360 

United  Firemans 370 

31.    Frdwg: 
Royal  Exchange $135 

7.    Hhd  furni : 
North  German 660 

31.    Dwg  and  furni: 

Niagara $460 

Hamburg-Bremen       ....    225 

5.  Furnishing  goods : 
Hamburg-Bremen    ....  $    762 
Northwestern      National 

(estimated)     8.000 

Small   losses $666 

Total  S.  F $14,011 

Total  California    .   .   .  $105,957 
Total  Pac.  Coast    .   .   .  $240,720 


Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Offek.— There  was 
once  a  man  accused  of  "taking"  some  pork. 
At  the  tfial  the  testimony  and  evidence  were 
overwhelming-ly  against  him,  but  he  was  ac- 
quitted. His  lawyer  expressed  his  surprise. 
The   accused    grinned    and    slyly  whispered, 


"Every  one  o' thom 'ere  jurymen  has  a  piece 
of  that  pork."  President  Harper  has  boldly 
offered  to  submit  to  a  jury  of  five  the  question 
whether  his  Fund  pays  its  "honest"  death 
claims.  Every  one  of  the  proposed  jurymen 
has  a  liberal  advertising  contract  with  him. 


74 


The  Coas-t  l\F.nEiv. 


Springfield  Fire  &   Marine   Insurance  Company. 

Gains  in  Assets,  Sukpi.us  and  Pbkmiums. 

The  i-ecord  of  the  "hiffjest  insuraiu-e  com- 
pany in  Massat-husctts"  for  1894  was  a  favor- 
able one.  An  extraordinary  sain  was  made 
in  not  surplus,  and  the  yeai-,  altopethei-,  was 
a  very  favorable  one  for  the  fire-tcstcd  Sprinpr- 
tiekl.  The  total  iiicoine  was  larfrely  in  excess 
of  the  losses  and  expenses.  The  premium  in- 
come was  largrer  and  the  losses  were  less  than 
in  1893. 

The  annual  statement,  printed  elsewhere, 
briefly  presents  a  summary  of  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  company's  affairs.  It  is  a 
healthy  statement  of  a  wealthy  company. 
The  total  assets  are  «3,58i,i52;  the  net  surplus 
is  $512,710,  a  sain  of  $150,000;  the  iMlicyhold- 
ers'  surplus  is  iS2,oi2,7io.  The  premium  in- 
come in  1894  was  .*;i, 776,048. 

The  new  Pacific  department,  under  the 
manasrement  of  A.  (J.  Dug-an,  peuoral  agent, 
is  buiidins  up  a  good  business,  with  .some  in- 
crease in  premiums,  notwithstandina:  the  un- 
favorable conditions  i)revailiuj4' in  the  business 
world. 


Authority  of  the  State. 

United  Statks  Supremk  Court  Decision— "In- 
surance IS  Not  Commerce"—  "The  State 
Can  Exci.ude  Foreign  Companies  Alto- 
gether,"' AND  Can  Enforce  any  Prelimi- 
nary. Conditions— The  Fourteenth  Amend- 
ment. 

The  penal  code  of  California  requires  every 
non-resident  insurance  corporation  to  file  with 
the  insurance  commissioner  a  bond  in  the 
penal  sum  of  .?2,ooo,  signed  by  the  ofBcer  or 
representative,  with  two  sureties.  The  pro- 
curing or  agreeing  to  procure  for  a  resident 
of  California  any  insurance  from  any  foreign 
or  non-resident  company  which  has  not  filed 
such  bond  and  been  duly  authorized  to  trans- 
act business  is  a  misdemeanor. 

September  29,  1888,  plaintiff  in  ei'ror,  R.  B. 
Hooper,  was  charged  before  a  police  court  with 
being  guilty  of  such  misdemeanor.  This  was 
an  agreed  case  to  test  the  law,  and  a  jury  was 
waived.  The  court  found  the  defendant  ma- 
rine agent  guilty.  Motions  in  arrest  and  for 
a  new  trial  were  made  on  the  following 
grounds: 

That  the  penal  statute  is  a  regulation  of 
commerce  between  the  several  states  and 
foreign  nations,  and  is  therefore  a  violation 
of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 
That  the  said  statute  (sec.  439)  is  a  violation 
of  the  constitutional  right  of  the  defendant  to 


transact  any  business  not  opposed  to  good 
morals  or  the  health  of  the  community.  That 
the  statute  is  not  a  police  regulation.  And 
that  said  statute  is  in  violation  of  the  fovu'- 
teenth  amendment  to  the  federal  constitu- 
tion. 

The  motions  were  overruled,  and  the  coiirse 
was  taken  by  appeal  to  the  superior  court  of 
Sau  ITi'ancisco,  which  sustained  the  lower 
court.  The  facts  were  briefly  stated -thus: 
The  firm  of  Johnson  and  Higgins,  brokers, 
had  their  principal  place  of  business  in  New 
York  city,  and  also  a  place  of  business  in  San. 
Francisco.  March  13,  1888,  a  resident  of  Cali- 
fornia applied  for  insurance  on  the  steamer 
Alliance  of  San  Francisco.  Hooper,  defend- 
ant telegraphed  application  to  Johnson  4&  Hig- 
gins, who  telegi-aphed  back,  "Alliance,  $4,000, 
done  in  American  form."  A  few  days  later 
the  policy  ai-rived.  It  was  in  a  company  not 
authorized  to  do  business  in  California. 

The  United  States  supreme  court  (Justice 
Hai'lan  and  others  dissenting)  sustained  the 
California  courts  in  every  particular,  in  a  de- 
cision renderd  January  7,  as  announced  in  the 
January  Coast  Review.  We  append  the  fol- 
lowing text  of  this  exceedingly  important 
decision  which  protects  tax-paying  and  law- 
abiding  insurance  corporations: 

Tlie  principel  that  the  right  of  a  foreign  corjiora- 
tiou  to  engage  in  Ijusiness  within  a  state  other  than 
that  of  its  creation  depends  solel.v  upon  the  will  of 
such  other  state,  has  been  long  settled,  and  many 
phases  of  its  application  have  been  illustrated  by 
the  decisions  of  this  court.  ^ 

Whilst  there  are  exceptions  to  this  rule,  they 
embrace  only  cases  ivhere  a  corporation  created  by 
one  state  rests  its  right  to  enter  another  and  to  en- 
gage in  business  therein  ui)on  the  federal  nature 
of  its  business.  As,  for  instance,  where  it  has  de- 
rived its  being  from  an  act  of  congress,  and  has  be- 
come a  lawful  agency  for  the  performance  of  gov- 
ernmental or  quasi  governmental  functions,  or 
where  it  is  necessarily  an  instrumentality  of  inter- 
state commerce,  or  its  business  constitutes  such 
commerce,  and  is,  therefore,  solely  within  the  para- 
mount authority  of  congress.  In  these  cases,  the 
exceptional  liusiness  is  protected  against  Interfer- 
ence by  slate  authority. 

The  contention  here  is  that,  inasmuch  as  the  con- 
tract was  one  for  marine  insurance,  it  was  a  matter 
of  interstate  commerce,  and,  as  such,  beyond  the 
reach  of  state  authority,  and  included  among  the 
exceptions  to  the  general  rule.  This  jiroposition 
involves  an  erroneous  conception  of  what  consti- 
tutes interstate  commerce.  That  the  business  of 
insurance  does  not  generically  appertain  to  such 
commerce  has  been  settled  since  the  case  of  Paul 
vs.  Virginia,  supra.  (See  also  Phila.  Fire  Insur- 
ance Co.  vs.  New  York,  iig  U.  S.,  no,  and  authori- 
ties there  cited  ) 
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It  is  evident  that  the  attempt  to  so  distinguish 
between  policies  of  marine  insurance  and  policies 
of  fire  insurance,  as  to  reach  ihe  deduction  that 
there  is  a  constitutional  difference  between  the 
business  of  a  corporation  issuing  policies  of  one 
kind  and  that  of  a  corporation  dealing  in  policies 
of  the  other  kind,  which  affects  the  question  of  a 
state's  authority  to  control  the  business  of  either, 
is  based  upon  a  fundamental  misconception  of  the 
nature  of  the  constitutional  provision  relied  upon. 
It  Ignores  the  real  distinction  upon  which  the  gen- 
eral rule  and  its  exceptions  are  based,  and  which 
consists  in  the  difference  between  interstate  com- 
merce or  an  instrumentality  thereof  on  the  one  side 
and  the  mere  incidents  which  may  attend  the  car- 
rying on  of  such  commerce  on  the  other.  This  dis- 
tinction has  always  been  carefully  observed,  and  is 
clearly  defined  by  the  authorities  cited.  It  the 
power  to  regulate  interstate  commerce  applied  to 
all  the  incidents  to  which  such  commerce  might 
give  rise  and  to  all  contracts  which  might  be  made 
in  the  course  of  its  transaction,  that  power  would 
embrace  the  entire  sphere  of  mercantile  activity 
In  any  way  connected  with  trade  between  the 
states :  and  would  exclude  state  control  over  many 
contracts  purely  domestic  in  their  nature. 

The  business  of  insurance  is  not  commerce.  The 
contract  of  insurance  is  not  an  instrumentality  of 
commerce.  The  making  of  such  a  contract  is  a 
mere  incident  of  commercial  intercourse,  and  in 
this  respect  there  is  no  difference  whatever  between 
insurance  against  Are  and  insurance  against  "  the 
perils  of  the  sea." 

The  state  of  California  has  the  power  to  exclude 
whether  they  were  formed  for  the  purpose  of  doing 
a  Are  or  a  marine  business.  She  has  the  power,  it 
foreign  insurance  cos.  altogetner  from  her  territory, 
she  allows  any  such  companies  to  enter  her  con- 
fines, to  determine  the  conditions  on  which  the  en- 
try shall  be  made.  And  as  a  necessary  consequence 
of  her  possession  of  these  powers,  she  has  the  right 
to  enforce  any  conditions  imposed  by  her  laws  as 
preliminary  to  the  transaction  of  business  within 
her  confines  by  a  foreign  coi-poration,  whether  the 
business  is  to  be  carried  on  through  officers  or 
through  ordinary  agents  of  the  company,  and  she 
has  also  the  further  right  to  prohibit  a  citizen  from 
contracting  within  her  jurisdiction  with  any  for- 
eign company  which  has  not  acquired  the  privilege 
of  engaging  in  business  therein,  either  in  his  own 
behalf  or  through  an  agent  empowered  to  that  end. 
The  power  to  exclude  embraces  the  power  to  regu- 
late, to  enact  and  enforce  all  legislation  in  regard 
to  things  done  within  the  territory  of  the  state 
which  may  be  directly  or  incidentally  requisite  in 
order  to  render  the  enforcement  of  the  conceded 
power  efficacious  to  the  fullest  extent,  sub.1ect  al- 
ways, of  course,  to  the  paramount  authority  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  argument  at  bar  it  was  admitted  that,  if 
the  contract  is  to  be  considered  as  made  in  Cali- 
fornia, then  this  case  is  governed  by  the  foregoing 
principles,  imless  the  business  of  a  foreign  com- 
pany writing  marine  insurance  is  protected  by 
the    interstate    commerce    clause    of  the  consti- 


tution, which,  as  we  have  seen,  is  not  the 
case.  It  is  claimed,  however,  that,  irrespective 
of  this  clause,  the  conviction  here  was  illegal,  first, 
because  the  statute  is  by  its  terms  invalid,  in  that 
it  undertakes  to  forbid  the  procurement  of  a  con- 
tract outside  of  the  state ;  and  secondly,  because 
the  evidence  shows  that  the  contract  was  in  fact 
entered  into  without  the  territory  of  California. 
The  language  of  the  statute  is  not  fairly  open  to 
this  construction.  It  punishes  "  every  person  who 
in  this  state  procures  or  agrees  to  procure  for  a  resi- 
dent of  this  state  any  insurance."  etc.  The  words 
"  who  in  this  state"  cannot  be  read  out  of  the  law 
in  order  to  nullify  it  under  the  constitution. 

It  is  urged  that  the  words  "  every  person  who 
agrees  to  procure  for  a  resident  of  this  state,"  are 
inconsistent  with  the  preceding  language,  "who  in 
this  state  procures,"  etc.  The  argument  is  this : 
the  act  punished  is  procuring  for  a  resident;  in  or- 
der to  procure  for  another,  the  procurer  must  be 
agent  of  such  other;  hence  the  contract  of  insur- 
ance was  procui-ed  by  the  agent  of  the  insured,  and 
not  by  the  agent  of  the  foreign  company ;  and  in- 
asmuch as  the  foreign  company  was  not,  and  under 
the  law  could  not  be,  technically,  within  the  state 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  its  assent  to  the  contract, 
the  insurance  must  have  been  procured  without  the 
state.  The  fallacy  here  is  ingenious,  but  it  is 
easily  exposed.  The  elementary  rule  is  that  every 
reasonable  construction  must  be  resorted  to,  in  or- 
der to  save  a  statute  from  unconstitutionality. 
(Parsons  vs.  Bedford,  3  Pet.,  433;  United  States  vs. 
Coombs,  12  Pet.,  72;  Brewer  vs.  Hlougher,  14  Pet., 
178;  Grenada  County  vs.  Brown,  112  U.  S.,  261; 
Presser  vs.  Illinois,  116  U.  S.,  252.) 

The  admission  that  the  insurance  was  pi-ocured 
for  the  resident  from  a  foreign  company,  which  had 
no  agent  in  the  state,  does  not  exclude  the  possi- 
bility of  its  having  been  procured  within  the  state. 
If  it  were  obtained  for  the  resident  by  a  broker  who 
was  himself  a  resident,  this  would  be  a  procuring 
within  the  state  and  be  covered  by  the  statute. 

THE    BROKER. 

The  business  of  a  broker  is  to  serve  as  a  connect- 
ing link  between  the  jjarty  who  is  to  be  insured  and 
the  party  who  is  to  do  the  insuring— to  bring  about 
"  the  meeting  of  their  minds,"  which  is  necessary 
to  the  consummation  of  the  contract.  In  the  dis- 
charge of  his  business  he  is  the  representative  of 
both  parties  to  a  certain  extent.  (How  vs.  Union 
Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.,  80  N.  J.,  32 ;  Monitor  Mut.  Ins.  Co. 
vs.  Young,  HI  Mass.,  537;  Hartford  Ins.  Co.  vs.  Rey- 
nolds, 36  Mich.,  502.) 

Domat  thus  defines  his  functions :  "  The  engage- 
ment of  a  broker  is  like  to  that  of  a  proxy,  a  factor, 
or  other  agent;  but,  with  this  difference,  that  the 
broker,  being  employed  by  iiersons  who  having  op- 
l)osite  interests  to  manage,  he  is,  as  it  were,  agent 
both  for  the  one  and  the  other  to  negotiate  the  com- 
merce and  affair  in  which  he  concerns  himself. 
Thus,  his  engagement  is  twofold,  and  consists  in 
being  faithful  to  all  the  parties  in  the  execution  of 
what  every  one  of  them  entrusts  him  with.  And 
his  power  is  not  to  treat,  but  to  explain  the  inten- 
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tions  ;iml  to  negotiate  in  such  a  manner  as  to  put 
those  who  employ  him  in  a  condition  to  treat  to- 
gether personally."  (Domat,  vol.  i,  bk.  i.  tit.  17, 
sec.  I,  Slrahan's  translation.) 

Story  says  this  statement  of  the  functions  of  a 
broker  is  •'  a  full  and  exact  description  accordins; 
to  the  sense  of  our  law."  (On  Agency,  p.  31.  note  3, 
9th  ed.) 

If  the  contention  of:  the  plaintiff  In  error  were 
admitted,  the  established  authority  of  the  state  to 
prevent  a  foreign  corporation  from  carrying  on  bus- 
iness within  its  limits,  either  absolutely  or  except 
upon  certain  conditions,  would  be  destroyed.  It 
would  be  only  necessary  for  such  a  corporation  to 
have  an  understanding  with  a  resident  that  in  the 
effecting  of  contracts  between  itself  and  other  res 
idents  of  the  state  he  should  be  considered  the 
agent  of  the  insured  persons  and  not  of  the  com- 
pany. This  would  make  the  exercise  of  a  substan- 
tial and  valuable  power  by  a  state  government  de- 
pend, not  on  the  actual  facts  of  the  transactions 
over  which  it  lawfully  seeks  to  extend  its  control, 
but  upon  the  disposition  of  a  corporation  to  resort 
to  a  mere  subterfuge  in  order  to  evade  obligations 
properly  imposed  upon  it.  Public  policy  forbids  a 
construction  of  the  law  which  leads  to  such  a  re- 
sult unless  logically  unavoidable. 

The  facts  found  here  enforce  the  correctness  of 
these  views,  and  illustrate  the  evil  which  the  stat- 
ute was  doubtless  intended  to  prevent. 

One  more  contention  remains  to  be  noticed.  It  is 
said  that  the  right  of  a  citizen  to  contract  for  in- 
surance for  himself  is  guaranteed  by  the  fourteenth 
amendment,  and  that,  therefore,  he  cannot  be  de- 
prived by  the  state  of  the  capacity  to  so  contract 
through  an  agent.  The  fourteenth  amendment, 
however,  does  not  guarantee  the  citizen  the  right 
to  make  within  his  state,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, a  contract,  the  making  whereof  is  constitu- 
tionally forbidden  by  the  state.  The  proposition 
that,  because  a  citizen  might  make  such  i\  contract 
for  himself  beyond  the  confines  of  his  state,  there- 
fore he  might  authorize  an  agent  to  violate  in  his 
behalf  the  laws  of  his  state,  withiu^her  own  limits, 
jnvolves  a  clear  iioii  seijuitiir  and  ignores  the  vital 
d  istinction  between  the^acts  done  within  and  acts 
done  beyond  a  state's  jurisdiction. 

Life  Insurance  Written. 

(Compiled  by  the  Weekly  L'lulcrwrlter.] 

JVew  Jiusi-     X'ew  Biisi- 

American  Union  Life  ...  $    4,078,000     

Berkshire  Life 7.449.556  $    7,299.000 

Brooklyn  Life 825.000  1,295.000 

Connecticut  General   .  .   .  1,782.000  1,815,000 

Germanla  Life 11,113,659  13,016,063 

Home  Life 13.240,000  13,246,000 

Manhattan  Life 13,700,000  17,840,000 

Metropolitan  Life    ....  308,000,000  156,000,000 

National  of  Vermont  .  .  .  14,769.916  12,519,000 

Nederland  Life 9,500,000  906,000 

New  England  Mutual    .   .  9,406,329  9,644.000 

New  York  Life 200,086,248  228,417,000 


Northwestern  Life  ....  52,255,530  ■ 

Penn  Mutual  Life 22,122,114 

Pho'nix  Mutual  Life  .   .   .  9,932.909 

Provident  Life  and  Trust  .  11,721,820 

Provident  Savings  Life  .  22,114,526 

Prudential 2i9,oim.8o2 

Presbyfn  Ministers  Fund  643,900 

State  Mutual  Life    ....  9,746.307 

Travelers 16.619,824 

Union  Central  Life  ....  21,452,400 

Union  Mutual  Life  ....  9,286,000 

United  States  Life  ....  10,659,271 

Vermont  Life 2,014.000 

Washington  Life 8,759,236 


52,143,000 

24,377,000 

8,930,000 

13,981,000 

23,66*^,000 

134,465.000 

554.000 

8,174.391 
20.218,000 
21,452,000 

9,286,000 
n, 240, 600 

1,263,000 

8,423,000 


The  Sun   Insurance   Company  of   San  Francisco. 

A  Fire  Loss  Ratio  of   Osly    46   Pek  Cent. 
Last   Year — The   Busixess  is   Now   Cox- 

riNED   TO   THE   PACIFIC   COAST. 

The  Sun  Insurance  Company  of  San  Fi-an- 
cisco  curtailed  its  business  somewhat  last 
year  by  withtlrawinK  from  Wyoming  and 
Texas,  and  by  discontinuing  its  Eastern 
marine  department.  A  decline  in  the  prem- 
ium income  therefore  followed  as  a  matter  of 
course ;  but  it  is  gri-atifying:  to  note  that  the 
fire  loss  ratio  on  a  purjwsely  reduced  premium 
income  was  only  46  per  cent.,  which  implies  a 
superior  class  of  business. 

Ill  the  marine  department  the  Sun  was 
unfortunate.  The  past  year  was  a  disastrous 
one  for  marine  underwriters  generally.  The 
Sun  incurred  heavy  losses  in  this  department, 
on  expiring  risks,  and  also  paid  some  ^45,000 
losses  incurred  but  unreported  in  the  previous 
year. 

The  annual  statement,  however,  "Shows  that 
the  company  has  maintained  its  assets,  has 
nominal  unadjusted  losses,  and  begins  the 
year  under  more  auspicious  circumstances 
than  those  of  a  year  ago.  The  substantial  and 
ample  security  is  attested  by  the  large  sur- 
plus to  policyholders,  the  wealth  and  reputa- 
tion of  its  stockholders,  and  its  honorable 
record  since  organized  thirteen  years  ago. 
Since  1882  the  Sun  has  paid  :Si,773,i66  in  losses, 
and  in  the  same  time  has  paid  §262. 500  divi- 
dends on  the  capital  stock.  This  is  an  exceed- 
ingly good  record,  comparison  with  which  the 
management  may  safely  challenge. 


Latest. — There  was  a  two-days'  session  of 
the  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  of  the  Pacific 
at  Monterey,  and  there  were  three  meetings 
daily.  A  great  deal  of  work  on  rules  and 
regulations  was  accomplished.  The  "olive 
branch"  will  be  offered  to  Messrs.  Magill  and 
Duval.  Electric  light  insulation  rules  were 
discussed. 
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Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company. 

Increased  Assets  and  Sukplus. 

The  twenty-seventh  annual  statement  of 
the  Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company, 
jn-inted  elsewhere,  gives  these  totals :  As- 
sets, $2,839,917,  a  gain  of  f  1 29,000 — and  we  pause 
to  say  that  at  this  rate  of  increase  the  next 
annual  statement  of  the  company  will  show 
the  possession  of  §3,000,000  assets.  The  sur- 
plus is  *i423,oS9,  a  gain  of  .?34,ooo.  These  figures 
certify  to  the  growth  and  improved  condition 
of  the  company. 

The  disbursements  last  year  were  $104,137 
less  than  the  income.  The  mortality  rate  was 
a  favorable  one.  The  interest  rate  was  an 
average  one.  The  assets  are  largely  invested 
in  loans  on  Coast  real  estate ;  and  there  is  no 
better  security,  for  real  estate  in  this  field, 
unlike  that  in  the  East,  has  a  in-osperous 
future  assured  by  the  certain  growth  in 
population. 

On  the  Pacific  Coast  the  Pacific  Mutual 
stands  at  the  head  in  accident  business,  and 
it  ranks  fourth  in  new  life  business,  in  re- 
newals, in  insui-ance  in  force,  and  in  losses 
and  endowments  paid.  Only  the  three  so- 
called  "giants"  exceed  it.  Out  of  twenty 
companies  writing  new  business  in  California, 
only  seven,  the  Pacific  Mutual  among  them, 
show  an  increase  of  new  business. 

The  Pacific  Mutual  has  recently  organized 
an  industrial  department,  reference  to  which 
IS  made  elsewhere. 


or  jutifies  any  "rate  war."  If  the  wisest, 
most  conservative  councils  do  not  soon  prevail, 
there  will  be  no  profits  on  'gs's  business. 


The  Pacific  Coast  Fire  Business  in  1894. 

The  reader  will  find  elsewhere,  attached  to 
the  first  page,  a  supplemental  sheet  giving  a 
tabular  statement  of  the  fire  business  in  this 
field  last  year.  The  average  loss  ratio  was  50 
l)er  cent.  Premium  receipts  fell  off  in  every 
section,  as  compared  with  '93  figui-es.  Domes- 
tic and  foreign  companies  suffered  a  decline 
in  income,  but  in  losses  the  two  classes  fared 
about  the  same.  On  the  whole,  money  was 
made  in  this  field,  but  the  margin  over  expen- 
ses in  this  expensive  field  was  not  any  too 
large. 

The  loss  ratio  in  the  territory  outside  of  Cal- 
ifornia was  nearly  60  per  cent.  ;  and  it  was  in 
this  outside  territory  that  the  prineii)al  loss  in 
premiums  was  incurred.  The  San  Francisco 
premium  income  shows  a  decline  of  $117,000; 
California,  $445,000;  the  Coast,  $938,800.  These 
figures  testify  to  the  great  business  depres- 
sion in  this  field.  Certainly,  there  is  nothing 
in  the  Coast  fire  figures  for  1894  which  war- 
rants any  general  reduction  of  premium  rates 


The  Recent  Cut. 

Fire  underwriters  in  this  field  have  recently 
had  a  taste  of  rate-cutting.  The  effect  of  this 
bitter  draught,  though  only  sipped,  should  be 
wholesome.  Men  who  are  usually  sensible 
and  conservative  seem  to  have  lost  their 
heads.  Such  men  are  not  confined  to  the  Pa- 
cific Coast,  either.  When  rate-cutting  was 
fairly  sharp  at  Ogden  the  local  agent  of  the 
Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  telegraphed  to  his 
principal  in  Chicago — Utah  is  in  the  Chicago 
man's  department — that  rates  were  being  cut 
50  per  cent.  The  reply  was,  "That's  nothing; 
you  cut  80  per  cent.  !"  How  is  that  for  high? 
Ogden,  too,  has  long  been  a  sink-hole  for  in- 
surance money.  We  suggest  anew,  to  the 
London  managers,  at  this  seasonable  time, 
that  Utah  should  be  included  in  the  Pacific 
Coast  department  of  the  Liveiixwl  &  London 
&  Globe. 

During  the  "war"  the  knife  was  freely 
used  in  San  Francisco  for  a  little  while,  as  the 
result  of  the  wholesale  falsifications  by  brok- 
ers. The  brokers,  as  a  class,  are  poorly  en- 
dowed mentally,  as  people  must  needs  be  who 
cut  off  their  own  noses.  There  was  some  un- 
easiness among  general  agents,  and  a  resolu- 
tion to  "protect"  themselves;  but  the  credit- 
ing of  brokers'  tales  was  inexcusable.  All  the 
talk  of  cutting,  however,  was  grossly  exag- 
gerated; and  all  the  present  talk,  growing 
out  of  the  enforcement  of  the  non-intercourse 
section  of  the  new  compacts'  constitution,  is 
likewise  exaggerated,  unavoidably  or  pur- 
posely. There  is  too  small  a  margin  of  profit 
to  permit  of  much  slashing. 


Caledonian  Insurance  Company. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  shareholders 
a  balance  sheet  was  presented,  showing 
$9,253,000  assets.  The  chairman  said :  "The 
results  of  1894  are  much  more  favorable  than 
the  figures  at  the  corresponding  date  in  1893." 
The  Caledonian  has  nearly  $2,000,000  invested 
in  the  United  States.  Balfour,  Guthrie  &  Co. 
(Geo.  W.  Spencer,  manager)  are  the  Coast 
agents.  

The  Equitable  Indemnity  Association  of 
Seattle  denies  that  it  is  an  assessment  con- 
cern. The  secretary  writes  us:  "We  are  a 
stock  capital  association,  and  do  not  owe  a 
dollar.  Moreover,  we  expect  to  enter  Califor- 
nia within  the  next  thirty  days." 
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The  Bankers  Life  Assuciation. 

This  lowii  corporation  iirosents,  in  parallel 
coluiims,  a  very  sorviccablo  statomoiit  of  the 
fouditiou  of  its  iiflfairs  on  Jan.  i,  1894,  and  on 
Jan.  I,  1895.  In  a  third  column  are  the  in- 
crease flfjures.  It  is  a  sensible  way  to  pre- 
pai-e  a  statement —provided,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Bankers  Life  of  Des  Moines,  there  is  a 
Kcx)d  fat  column  of  increase  figures.  Here  are 
the  salient  Ajrures  of  the  statement :  Assets, 
i?i.494,264,  a  gain  of  $250,02,^;  insurance  in 
force,  $59,296,000  a  frain  of  ?!9,926,ooo;  expense 
per  $1,000,  ^2.38;  death  rate,  6.52.  The  Bank- 
ers Life  has  a  California  state  agency  at  Los 
Angeles,  in  charge  of  E.  S.  Stilsou,  who  ad- 
vertises for  agents. 


The  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  of  the  Pacific. 

Exit  the  Pacifk;  Insuh.\nce  Union. 
The  new  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  of  the 
Pacific,  after  repeated  and  earnest  efforts,  has 
been  organized  as  the  successor  of  the  Pacific 
Insurance  Union,  and  the  latter  has  formally 
transferred  its  maps  and  other  office  furniture, 
etc.,  to  the  new  organization.  A  constitution 
has  been  adopted,  and  work  is  being  done  on 
the  by-laws  to  carry  out  the  constitutional 
provisions. 

The  officers  of  the  board  are :  Geo.  W. 
Spencer,  president;  J.  G.  Cofran,  vice-presi- 
dent; Chas.  D.  Haven,  treasurer.  The  execu- 
tive committee  is  as  follows :  J.  G.  Cofran, 
chairman ;  Geo.  W.  Spencer,  Cesar  Bertheau, 
Geo.  C.  Boardman,  Geo.  E.  Butler,  Hohier 
Craig,  W.  J.  Callingham,  Chas.  Christenseu, 
A.  D.  Harrison.  Alfred  Stillman  is  secretary 
of  the  executive  committee ;  T.  J.  Conroy  is 
assistant  secretary. 

To  perfect  the  i)reliininary  work  the  boai'd 
met' in  Monterey  on  February  12.  This  is  a 
praiseworthy  innovation.  At  Monterey  the 
members  will  be  free  from  interruption,  and 
will  probably  take  a  broader  and  more  genial 
view  of  the  situation. 

The  new  constitution  contains  six  sections, 
which  present  ample  evidence  of  thoughtful 
work  and  a  conciliatorv  spirit.  It  provides  for 
an  executive  committee  of  nine  members. 
The  districts  regulated  by  the  board  consist 
of: 

A — San  F'rancisco. 

B — California  (exc-ejit  Kan  Franci.sco),  Ne- 
vada, Arizona  and  Alaska. 

C— Oregon,  Washington  and  northern 
Idaho. 

D— Utah,  southern  Idaho  and  Montana. 

The  basis  or  key  rates  must  be  approved  in 


writing  by  two-thinls  of  the  niiMnbers.  In- 
surance must  be  written  at  board  rates  and  in 
accordance  with  board  regulatioiif^.  liebates 
are  prohibited.  The  penalty  is  cancellation 
and  prohibition  to  write  or  place  within  one 
year  the  risk  or  risks  covered.  The  rate  or 
i-ates  iiffocted  shall  be  immediately  increased 
to  the  extent  of  15  per  cent. 

All  compensation  must  be  by  commission,  not 
exceeding  15  percent,  on  net  premiums.  Ih  " 
San  Francisco,  however,  thou.gh  the  brokerage 
is  15  per  cent.,  regular  salaries  maybe  paid 
to  regular  employes  of  a  member  when  located 
in  his  main  office  and  engaged  exclusively  or 
partially  in  solicting.  In  place  of  brokerage, 
a  commission  of  20  per  per  cent,  on  the  net 
premiums  collected  for  insurance  on  San  Fran- 
cisco property  maj'  be  allowed  by  those  who 
elect  to  transact  their  entire  city  business  in 
a  single  office,  such  business  to  be  in  charge 
of  an  agent  engaged  exclusively  in  the  insur- 
ance business. 

In  Oakland,  Berkeley,  Brooklyn,  Alameda, 
Los  Angeles,  Portland,  Salt  Lake,  Sacra- 
mento, Stockton  and  San  Jose,  compensation 
is  by  commission  only,  and  to  agents  only,  not 
exceeding  20  per  cent,  in  said  cities.  Else- 
where the  compensation  is  15  per  cent.,  ex- 
cept on  growing  grain,  on  which  the  commis- 
sion is  20  per  cent. 

In  lieu  of  the  15  per  cent,  commission  a  com- 
pensation of  10  per  cent,  flat  and.  15  per  cent, 
contingent  commis.sion  may  be  paid ;  and  in 
lieu  of  20  per  cent,  a  15  flat  and  15  contingent 
(not  including  growing  grain).  ^ 

The  non-intercourse  section  is  as  follows: 

No  member  shall  permit  any  compiiuy  under  his 
control  to  be  represented  by  the  ajjent  of  any  com- 
pany not  represented  in  this  board,  nor'shall  he  re- 
insure, nor  accept  from,  nor  place  or  cause  to  be 
placed,  whether  by  reinsurance  or  otherwise,  au^ 
business  in  any  company  or  agency  not  represented 
in  this  board,  except  with  the  consent  of  the  execu- 
tive committee.  In  presence  of  non-board  or  illegal 
competition,  a  member  may  protect  his  business  at 
any  rate  of  premium  necessary,  and  not  otherwise; 
provided  he  immediately  reports  the  facts  to  the 
executive  committee. 

The  companies  outside  of  tlie  Board. of  Fire 
Underwriters  of  the  Pacific,  as  we  go  to  press, 
are — 

Continental,  of  New  York-VV.  S.  Du  \';U,  man- 
ager. 

Home,  of  New  York,  and  Plio'nix.  of  Hartford— 
A.  E.  Mat,'iU.  geufral  agent. 

Franklin,  of  Philadelphia,  ami  \Villianisl)m-g 
City,  of  New  York— Ed'.  E.  Potter,  manager. 

And  three  small  concerns  (one  of  them  a  mu- 
tual) with  little  business  and  no  influence. 
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The  outsidci's  give  various  reasons  for  re- 
fusing to  join  the  board.  Some  of  their  ob- 
jections seem  well-talsien,  and  no  doubt  the 
board  will  meet  them  half-way,  at  least,  if 
iwssible.  Other  objeL'tions  do  not  impress  us 
as  wholly  creditable  to  the  judgment  or  sin- 
cerity of  their  authors. 

Meantime  board  committeemen  are  laboring 
with  these  outsiders — it  is  too  soon  to  call 
them  non-boarders — hoping  to  convince  them 
that  to  presei've  the  business  on  the  Coast 
every  one  must  concede  something,  and  they 
too  should  be  prepared  to  recede  to  some  ex- 
tent from  their  present  position.  If  every 
office  or  company  represented  on  the  Coast 
should  "Acmawl"  the  adoption  of  a  consti- 
tution which  should  entirely  meet  its  views, 
of  course  there  could  be  no  compact  for  the 
general  good.  Concessions  must  be  mutual. 
All  this  is  trite,  it  is  true ;  but  we  give  it 
place  as  the  basis  of  our  hope  and  belief  that 
the  stubborn  outsiders  will  soon  become 
staunch  insiders,  and  that  the  outlook  for  the 
reorganized  compact  is  promising.  The  alter- 
native submitted  to  the  "aloof"  companies  is 
an  exceedingly  serious  one.  The  few  days' 
wild  rate-cutting  furnished  a  sample  of  what 
is  in  store  for  the  business  in  this  field,  for 
months  pei'haps,  if  the  new  board  should  dis- 
solve or  be  forced  to  suspend  rates.  There 
would  be  "a  fight  to  a  finish." 


Pacific  Coast  Chips. 

— The  North  German  Fire  is  branching  out 
extensively  throughout  the  West. 

— Electricity  is  said  to  have  been  the  cause  of 
the  Gump  {|!25,ooo)  fire  in  San  Francisco. 

— N.  W.  Meserole,  secretary  of  the  Green- 
wich Ins.  Co.  of  New  York,  is  in  this  city. 

— An  "accident"  shoe  is  for  sale  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. That  is,  a  $ioo  policy  is  presented  with 
every  pair.  Commissioner  Wadsworth  ruled 
that  this  offer  was  illegal  accident  insurance. 
What  has  Commissioner  Higgins  to  say ; 

— John  L.  Cole,  general  agent  of  the  North- 
western Mutual  Life  for  Washington,  sends 
us  the  following  figui'es :  Now  business  writ- 
ten in  i8g4,  S43i,]go;  premiums  on  same, 
$13,119;  loans  and  endowments  paid,  $19,740. 

— The  United  States  branch  of  the  Koyal  of 
England  (Rolla  V.  Watt,  Coast  manager) 
added  $140,000  to  its  assets,  last  year,  and  in- 
creased its  premium  income  to  within  $6,000 
of  $500,000.  The  assets  of  the  branch  are 
$7,609,259,  of  which  $2,167,800  is  surplus. 


—Junius  Young  of  Salt  Luke  City  is  in  San 
Francisco. 

—Brown,  Craig  &  Co.  have  resigned  the 
agency  of  the  Greenwich. 

— Louis  F.  Vetter,  local  agent  at  Los  Angeles, 
is  a  member  of  the  board  of  fire  commission- 
ers. 

— Chas.  Watson,  assistant  resident  manager 
of  the  Fidelity  and  Casualty  Co.,  has  resigned 
his  position.  Mr.  Watson  has  been  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  company  in  this  field  during  the 
past  two  years. 

— The  Coast  Keview  now  goes  to  press  on  the 
12th  of  the  month,  and  is  mailed  on  the  14th 
or  15th.  The  advertising  forms  go  to  press 
on  the  ist  and  2d  of  the  month,  as  a  rule,  with 
space  left  for  a  new  advertisement — always. 

—The  Niagara  Fire  of  New  York  (Rudolph 
Herold,  Jr.,  general  agent)  added  $108,000  to 
its  assets  last  year,  and  also  made  a  large 
gain  in  net  surplus.  The  Niagara  now  has 
some  $900,000  surplus  to  policyholders,  and 
ranks  among  the  large  millionaire  companies. 

—The  Phoenix  of  London  (Butler  &  Haldan 
general  agents)  reports  gains  in  assets,  sur- 
plus and  premiums  in  its  United  States 
branch :  $83,000  added  to  assets,  and  surplus 
gained  $127,000.  The  premium  income  was 
nearly  $2,000,000.  The  United  States  branch 
assets  are  now  over  two-and-a-half  millions, 
with  $712,369  surplus. 

— The  superior  court  of  Sonoma  county  has  de- 
cided against  Commissioner  Higgins  in  his 
suit  against  the  Petaluma  Relief  Association. 
The  court  ruled  that  the  commissioner  has  no 
authority  to  bring  such  suit.  The  attorney- 
general,  if  he  thinks  proper,  can  bring  the 
suit.  The  Petaluma  concern  is  evidently 
afraid  of  an  investigation. 

— We  understand  that  the  Aachen  &  Mu- 
nich Insurance  Company  will  make  a  deposit 
of  $500,000  in  New  York  and  $50,000  in  Oregon 
within  the  next  thirty  days,  for  the  purpose 
of  complying  with  the  New  York  and  Oregon 
laws,  which  exact  such  deiiosit  as  the  condi- 
tion of  doing  business.  Messrs.  Weed  &  Ken- 
nedy have  been  authorized  to  write  surplus 
lines.  Messrs.  Voss,  Conrad  &  Co.,  in  their 
capacity  of  general  managers,  are  now  about 
to  commence  business  in  Wyoming,  Montana, 
Idaho,  Washington  and  Oregon.  Mr.  Voss  will 
leave  for  New  York  in  a  day  or  two,  and  be- 
fore his  return  the  whole  field  will  be  in  oper- 
ation. 
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— Delprat  &  Ball  of  Tacoma,  Wash.,  have 
dissolved,  Walter  J.  Ball  succeeding.  George 
R.  Delprat  has  been  ap{X)inted  agent  for  the 
Travelers. 

— Okell,  Donnell  &  Co.,  general  agents  for  the 
Patriotic  and  Employers'  Liability,  and  city 
agents  for  sevei-al  offices,  report  a  total  prem- 
ium income  of  $198,495  for  last  year.  A  hand- 
some increase  was  made  in  employei's'  liability 
business. 

— Voss,  Conrad  &  Co.,  of  the  Aachen  &  Mun- 
ich, present  a  verv  handsome  calendar  card 
with  a  picture  of  the  Aix  la  Chapelle  town 
hall.  An  accompanying  cardboard  hanger 
gives  the  city  fire  alarm  stations.  When  you 
see  either  you  will  want  a  copy. 

— We  print  a  number  of  extras,  chiefly  tabu- 
lar, w'hich  are  distributed  among  the  San 
Francisco  offices.  Subscribers,  however,  can 
call  and  get  these  extras  at  any  time,  "and 
welcome."  The  tables,  however,  appear  in 
the  regular  issue  of  the  Coast  Review. 

— The  Providence-Washington  (represented 
by  Butler  &  Haldan)  reports  Si, 354,370  assets 
on  January  i,  a  gain  of  ^137,000.  The  net  sur- 
plus advanced  from  -*43,787  to  ^103,435.  The 
Pi'ovidence-Washington  makes  a  good  show- 
ing, with  a  handsome  surplus  to  policy  holders. 

— At  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Oak- 
land Home  last  month  an  investigation  was 
ordered,  and  the  following  committee  ap- 
pointed :  L.  L.  Bromwell,  P.  E.  Bowles,'  O. 
H.  Burnham,  O.  F.  Sites  and  A.  W.  Bishop. 
The  committee  has  since  appointed  Sam  Bal- 
lard, expert  accountant,  to  assist  in  the  inves- 
tigation. 

— The  Scottish  Union  &  National  began  bus- 
iness in  this  country  in  1880,  with  assets  of 
$487,461  and  a  surplus  of  :f454, 567.  To-day  the 
gross  assets  of  the  company  in  this  country 
are  $2,896,066  and  the  sui-plus  is  |!i,59i,023. 
The  Scottish  Union  has  remitted  altogether 
to  the  United  States  branch  the  sum  of  -¥939,- 
695;  the  United  States  branch  has  remitted 
to  the  head  office  ^210,440,  leaving  net  remit- 
tances received  by  the  Hartford  branch  $729, 
355,  which  is  all  the  money  it  has  ever  received 
from  the  head  office.  Against  this  sum  it  now 
has  the  handsome  cash  assets  of  nearly  S3, 000,- 
o<x3,  the  company  having  pursued  the  policy  of 
allowing  its  earnings  to  accumulate  and 
be  invested  in  the  United  States.  M.  Ben- 
nett, Jr.,  is  manager  for  the  United  States; 
W.  J.  Callingham  is  manager  for  the  Pacific 
Coast. 


— A.  A.  Crandall,  superintendent  of  agencies 
of  the  Western  Assurance  Company  of  Toron- 
to, visited  this  city  last  month. 

— T.  P.  Spiers,  a  successful  life  insurance  agent 
at  San  Jose,  Cal.,  where  he  represents  the 
Equitable,  was  one  of  our  callers  last  week. 

— Geo.  A.  Crux,  for  the  past  seven  years 
chief  examiner  in  the  office  of  the  Pacific  In- 
surance Union,  is  now  employed  by  Balfour,' 
Guthrie  &  Co. 

— At  Butte,  Mon.,  I.  M.  Jacobs  has  finally 
effected  a  compromise  with  his  insurers,  after 
five  years'  litigation.  It  was  claimed  that 
the  fire  was  incendiary  and  the  stock  gi'catly 
overinsured. 

— G.  Trittenbach,  for  many  years  in  charge  of 
the  city  counter  of  the  Sun  Ins.  Co.,  has  re- 
signed, to  accept  the  management  of  the  city 
business  of  the  Continental.  Mr.  Tritten- 
bach has  been  in  the  fire  insurance  business 
in  this  city  for  twenty-five  years,  for  many 
years  with  the  city  department  of  the  Trans- 
atlantic. 

— The  Travelers  has  finally  beaten  the  rail- 
road in  that  Henry  eating-house  suit.  The 
railroad  company  put  on  dining-cars,  about  the 
time  the  insurance  comjjany  took  the  house 
under  foreclosure.  A  breach  of  contract  was 
claimed,  and  the  Travelers  sued  for  $40,000 
damages.  A  federal  court  has  just  given  the 
Travelers  a  judgment. 

— Owing  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  Home  Mu- 
tual  from  Texas  the  premium  income^  of  that 
San  Francisco  company  fell  off  a  little,  last 
year.  The  excellent  showing  made  by  the 
company  is  referred  to  elsewhere.  .The  home 
office  premises  were  rated  at  $15,000  less  in  this 
year's  statement,  and  there  was  some  depre- 
ciation in  securities,  but  nevertheless  the  net 
surplus  shows  a  good  increase. 
— The  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  Ins.  Co.'s 
calendar  for  '95  (Col.  Kinne,  del. )  presents 
the  old  familiar  face.  There  is  the  world  clock 
comparative  and  demonstrative,  whereby  you 
compare  San  Francisco,  London,  Hongkong 
and  Calcutta  time  and  demonstrate  that  the 
other  fellow  is  wrong.  Astride  the  globe 
with  his  scythe  and  hour  glass  is  Father  Time 
with,  correctly,  a  pair  of  athletic  legs,  for 
Time  is  swift.  On  the  back,  appropriately 
capped  with  the  American  silver  dollar,  god- 
dess side,  is  a  carefully  compiled  and  up-to- 
date  table  of  the  monetary  units  of  the  various 
nations,  the  Yankee  nation's  "best  dollar  on 
earth"  being  the  standard. 
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— N.  T.  James,  Pacific  Coast  manager  of  the 
Alliance  Assurance  Company,  has  been  ap- 
pointed lieutenant-colonel  on  Gov.  Budd's  staff. 

— W.  W.  Foote  and  T.  C.  Coog-an  are  represent- 
ing the  flre  insurance  companies  before  the 
corporation  committees  of  both  houses  of  the 
California  legislature. 

— The  statement  of  the  German-American 
(Geo.  H.  Ty.son,  general  agent)  shows  total 
assets  of  16,240,098  and  a  net  surplus  of  11,856,- 
375,  a  good  round  gain  of  over  ^^200,000  in  assets 
as  well  as  net  sui-plus. 

— The  San  Francisco  correspondent  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Investor  has  "retired."  He  could  not 
stand  prosperity.  His  name  wan  Howard  V. 
Sutherland.  He  says  the  editor  of  the  Coast 
Review  is  "obnocious"  and  harmless. 

— Rudolph  Herold  Jr.,  general  agent  of  the 
Hamburg-Bremen  and  Niagara  insurance 
companies,  is  prominently  mentioned  as  an 
available  aspirant  for  harbor  commissioner. 
Mr.  Herold  was  an  active  worker  in  Gov. 
Budd's  iight,  and  his  appointment  to  the  posi- 
tion of  harbor  commissioner  would  not  only  be 
a  proper  recognition  of  services  rendered,  but 
would  meet  the  hearty  approval  of  the  promi- 
nent business  men  of  this  city. 

— Capt.  J.  W.  Howell,  for  past  several  years 
with  the  Mutual  Life  in  northern  California, 
spent  the  last  three  months  of  '94  in  Oregon 
and  Washington,  where  he  wrote  a  nice  bus- 
iness. He  is  now  supervising  his  agencies  in 
northern  California,  where  he  will  spend  his 
time  during  the  present  year  in  the  interest 
of  the  old  Mutual  Life.  Mr.  Howell  is  an 
active  field  worker  and  will  doubtless  make  a 
good  showing  in  his  district  for  1895. 
— Represented  by  Chas.  Christensen. — Forty- 
two  years  old  is  the  American  Central  Insur- 
ance company  of  St.  Louis.  Its  net  surplus  is 
now  §226,238,  as  against  $162,923  a  year  ago. 
This  increase  of  over  $63,000  in  surplus  is  a 
very  notably  good  one  for  hard  times.  It  will 
make  the  agents  of  the  company  happy  and 
its  policy  holders  more  confident.  The  Ameri- 
can Central's  total  assets  are  $1,632,901,  which 
is  a  gain  of  over  $60,000  during  the  year. 
This  company  has  a  premium  income  of  about 
a  million  dollars.  It  does  a  large  business, 
but  one  which  is  carefully  watched  and 
pruned.  The  fidelity  of  its  agents  has  become 
proverbial.  That  is  the  ti-ue  foundation  of  a 
reliable  fire  insurance  business,  for  without 
it  capital  is  but  a  fleeting  shadow. — Western 
Insurance  Review. 


—The  American  of  Newark  (Balfour,  Guthrie 
&  Co.,  general  agents)  made  large  gains  in 
assets  and  surplus  last  year.  This  is  the 
usual  record. 

—The  Equitable  Life  paid  $50,000  on  the  life 
of  Chas.  Kohler,  San  Francisco.  There  was 
about  $125,000  insurance  in  several  companies 
on  the  life  of  the  deceased. 

— Tacoma's  fire  chief  reports  for  1894 :  Alarms, 
124;  losses,  $62,169;  insurance  los.ses,  $56,542; 
fires  with  over  $5,000  loss,  3.  Department: 
46 men;  engines,  6;  chemicals,  3. 

—The  Germania  Fire  of  New  York  (repre- 
sented by  Cesar  Bertheau)  added  $225,000  to 
its  assets  and  $195,000  to  its  surplus,  last  year, 
and  also  increased  its  premium  income. 

— G.  Rosenblatt,  of  Portland,  Or.,  represent- 
ing the  Livei-pool  &  London  &  Globe  and  the 
Mutual  Life  was  in  town  last  week,  on  his 
way  home  after  a  visit  to  southern  Califoi-nia. 
Mr.  R.  reports  an  improvement  in  the  times 
up  his  way. 

—The  United  States  Fire  of  New  York  in- 
creased its  premium  income  last  year  some 
ten  per  cent.,  and  made  a  gain  in  surplus. 
This  company  is  71  years  old,  and  its  manage- 
ment is  characterized  by  those  conservative 
practices  which  give  additional  strength  to 
the  indemnity  guaranteed  by  handsome  sur- 
plus funds.  Varney  W.  Gaskill  is  the  general 
agent  for  California. 

— W.  S.  Pond,  formerly  manager  of  Oregon 
and  Washington  for  the  Mutual  Life  under 
Gen'l  Agents  A.  B.  Forbes  &  Son,  has  been 
appointed  general  agent  for  Oregon,  Wash- 
ington and  British  Columbia  of  the  same  com- 
pany, reporting  to  home  offices,  Messrs.  Forbes 
&  Son  having  relinquished  that  territory  to 
the  home  office  management.  Mr.  Pond  will 
have  his  headquarters  at  Seattle. 

— At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Underwriters 
Fire  Patrol,  held  January  17,  the  following 
members  were  elected  as  directors  for  the  en- 
suing year:  Chas.  A.  Laton,  Jno.  Scott  Wil- 
son, Wm.  Macdonald,  Geo.  W.  Spencer,  J.  W. 
G.  Cofran,  V.  C.  Driffield  and  Rudolph  Herold, 
Jr.  The  newly  elected  directors  subsequently 
elected  the  following  officers:  President, 
Chas.  A.  Laton;  vice  president,  John  Scott 
Wilson;  secretary  and  treasurer,  Rudolph 
Herold,  Jr.  Mr.  Driffield  is  the  only  new 
member  elected  on  the  board,  the  other  di- 
rectors all  having  been  re-elected. 
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— The  nineteenth  annual  meeting  Fire  Under- 
writers' Assooiiition  of  the  Pai'ific  OLVUrs  on 
February  19  and  20. 

— The  Teutonia  of  New  Orleans  (Manu  &  Wil- 
son, afrents)  made  large  gains  in  assets  and 
surplus  last  year.  The  annual  statement 
shows  ^535, 107  assets  and  $106,058  net  suiijlus. 

—The  Williamsburg  City  (Ed.  E.  Potter,  gen- 
eral agent)  added  $35,000  to  its  net  surplus 
last  year.  Its  surplus  to  iwilicy holders  is  now 
nearly  $900,000. 

— Our  table  of  city  premiums,  in  Supplement, 
includes  in  its  totals  the  premiums  of  retired 
eonipauies,  as  follows:  Boylst.on,  $7oo;Guai'd- 
ian,  $19.7.37;  Hamburg-Magdeburg,  $10,920; 
National,  Ireland,  $18,708;  Oakland  Home, 
*i,947-  ■ 

— Fire  (property)  losses  in  Salt  Lake  are  re- 
ported by  the  lire  department  as  follows: 

1891  .   .   .   .%  95,820        1893   .    .    .  $151,654 

1892  ....    113,098        1894    .    .    .      32,561 
During   the  year  1894  the  fire  department   re- 
sponded to  120  alarms  and  extiugui.shed  flres 
on  property  valued    at   $988,600   and    carrying 
$602,225  insurance. 

— The  Dunnings,  man  and  wife,  having  a  store 
in  Portland,  had  a  lire,  and  presented  a  claim, 
which  was  finally  paid.  It  was  subsequently 
di-scovered  that  the  loss  was  undoubtedly  a 
fraudulent  one.  Then  began  a  search  for  the 
Dunnings,  who  were  found  on  a  ranch  in 
Orange  county.  Faced  with  the  evidence, 
the  guilty  man  weakened  and  deeded  to  the 
company,  the  Fire  Association,  the  ranch  pur- 
chased with  the  proceeds  of  the  policy  on  the 
burned  store. 


—John  P.  Tate,  of  Boise,  Idaho,  and  Alex. 
Mayer,  of  Portland,  and  other  subscribers 
liave  placed  the  Coast  Review  under  obliga- 
tions.    "Go  thou  and  do  likewise." 


For  Fire  Insurance. 

Assets  in  United  Slates *2,389,()9;;  (!() 

Net  SuiTlus *    «31,(!4.5  «8 

Writing  Large  Lines  On  Desirable  Business. 

Applications  for  Agencies  or  luformatiou  should 

be  addressed 

F<ir  Kasteni  an<l  3Iitl<lle  States: 

WILLIAM  BELL,         /  .   .       M-ma^ers 

WILLIAM  WOOD.        (  ■'°""  Managers. 

WILLIAM  M.  BALLARD,  Brnncli  Sec'y. 

31  Nassau  St.,  (Kcinitable  Bldji;.),        New  York. 

For  AV^estern  .States*: 

OEOKCiE  M.  FISHER,  Manager. 

ao.'i  I,a  Salle  Street,  Cliieago,  111. 

For  Soutlierii  States: 

FINLEY  &  JANVIER,  Miinagijrs. 

VtO-Tt'i  ('aini>  Street,  New  Orle;iiis,  I.,a. 

For  I'aeific  Coast: 

CHARLES  A.  LATON.  Manager, 

4.'J9  C'alil'ornia  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


Tine 

UnitGcl  Sta.tGs  Mtittieil 

Acciclent  A^ssociettion 

CHARLES  B.  PEET,  President  CHARLES  T.  HOPPER,  Secretiiiy 

320.    322    and    324    Bfoaoluiay,   Neul    Yoflt    City 


Was  organized  in  1S77  to  furnish  the  best  accident  insurance  at  the  lowest  rates  consistent  with 

absolute  security. 

Has  54.621  policies  in  force. 

Has  J274.n).S.7oi).iio  insurance  in  force. 

Has  paid  13,821.200.29  to  its  policyholders  and  their  beneficiaries  in  claims. 

Has  saved  je.soo.ooo.oo  to  its  policyholders  in  the  reduced  cost  of  their  accident  insurance. 

Is  to-day  the  best  accident  company  in  the  world. 


(rooil  Icrinx  In  (ifinil  )iieii.    Ai/eiUs  warded  in  uiwcrii.pied  tei'ritnnj.    Aildrexs— 

401  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 
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— At  San  Jose  Harold  Lorentzen  succeeds  Jno. 
B.  Enright. 

— At  the  Bottom  of  the  State.— New  insurance 
brokerage  agency  at  San  Diego,  Stone  & 
Glnty. 

— Fred  A.  Poor  of  Oakland  has  been  appointed 
agent  of  the  accident  department  of  the 
Pacific  Mutual. 

— The  handsome  dwelling-hou.so  of  ,T,  M.  Hart- 
ley, special  agent  for  the  Continental,  was 
burned  last  month. 

— Edward  Niles'  "A  Colorado  Adjustment"  is 
now  going  the  rounds  of  the  foreign  press 
without  credit.     Such  is  fame. 

— Levi  White  of  Portland,  Or.,  had  $20,000 
life  insurance,  which  he  exchanged  for  $8,500 
paid  up.     Six  months  later  he  died. 

— The  Continental  office  in  this  city  has  been 
considerably  enlarged,  and  now  occupies  the 
whole  of  the  ground  floor  at  321  Pine  street. 

— Hull  &  Pickering  is  the  name  of  a  new  in- 
surance agency  firm  at  Seattle.  These  gen- 
tlemen will  do  a  fire  and  accident   business. 

— The  Scottish  Union  issues  a  superb  diary 
calendar,  made  in  Edinburgh,  for  a  copy  of 
which  we  are  indebted  to  United  States  Man- 
ager Bennett. 

— The  fire  underwriters  of  San  Fi-ancisco  sub- 
scribed $2,500  for  the  benefit  of  the  families 
of  the  firemen  killed  by  the  giant  powder  ex- 
plosion at  Butte  City,  Mon. 

— Knapsack  Editor  Grant  calls  for  contribu- 
tions— "  .short,  pithy  stories,  anecdotes,  rem- 
iniscences, or  experiences :  humorous,  if 
possible ;  pathetic,  if  necessai'y ;  prosy  if  you 
must." 

— Arson. — P.  K.  Donohue  and  Mike  Mclnnerry 
have  been  arrested  on  a  charge  of  burning 
Donohue's  hotel  at  Volmer,  Idaho,  a  year  ago. 
McI.  confesses  that  D.  offered  him  $100  for 
the  job. 

— Portland's  Are  losses  in  1894  were  $889,529, 
of  which  $707,346  was  on  the  coal-bunkers, 
wharf,  wheat  elevator  and  warehouse.  Ninety 
per  cent,  of  the  fires  were  extinguished  with 
chemical  engines. 

—The  Home  Ins.  Co.  of  New  York  (A.  E.  Ma- 
gill,  Coast  manager)  made  gains  last  year  in 
assets  and  surplus.  The  assets  are  now  I9,- 
159,836,  and  the  net  surplus  is  now  $1,070,428. 
This  is  a  gain  of  $510,103  in  net  surplus  In  one 
year. 


Old  And  Tried. 


Glens  Falls  Ins.  Co. 


Glens  Falls,  O-  Y. 
Forty-fifth  Annual  Statement.  J^n,    \     'lB9'> 

ITEMS  OF  ASSETS. 

Doiuls  and  iiiortjiiijics  and  aciTiiril  iulcri'st.  Isl 

lii'iis KTC.Illlll  (ir 

$:>(IO,(IOO  X.  Y.  Ccntial  and  ir.  IX.  It.  1!.  re-.  Isl, 

mnrt^'a^'c  humls,  iiiarki't  value.      .  245.111111  nil 

KHI.OUd  X.  V.  and  Hiirliiii  It.  U.  ret;,  1st  niort. 

lionds,  iiiarkcl  value.         .        .         .  lIT.alHI  (III 

.■jliOUO  S.vi-aeuse.    r.iiiir.  and    X.  V.  U.  U.  re-. 

1st  niuri.  Iiiiiiils.  niarkei  v.ilni',  iH..'iT.'i  III! 

MSm  L.'ike  Sliere  anil  Miidi.  S.  I,',  li.  rv^.  1st 

ninrl.  Iiiiiids,  iiiarkid  valni'.  .         .  .OS. Tall  nil 

.■id.UUll  WesI  Shove    K.ilhvay.    n  ;;.    1st   nn>rl. 

bonds,  luarket  valne .''.(I.dllll  (111 

50,00(1  Morris  and  Ksse\  li.  i;.  reir.  1st  mori. 

lionds,  inarki't  value fiS.S.iO  00 

300.000  Hudson  liiver  Tnl|.  and    Paper  Co's 

res.  l.-it  iinirt.  bonds  and  interest,        .       alW.OOO  00 
SrO.nOIKilens  Falls  I'aper  .Mill   Co.'s   re^.   1st 

inort.  hinids,  and  inti'rest.  .        .       ;>T5,100  00 

11,000  Cltv  of   Rlebniond,   Va..  bniids,  ret,'., 

mai-ket  valne I0.2;l(l  00 

25.000  (leori.'ia  Slate  bond.s,  rej;.,  iiiarlcet  v.al,  2.5.111111  nil 
lO.dlin  Stoek  Kiist  Nafl  liaiik,  (ilens  Falls,  20.11110  nil 
Loaned  on  eollaleral  ami  aeerned  interest,  .  2.5(1.725  s:{ 
otliec'  bnililiiis;  (.*25,nillli.  and  i>ilier  real  estate,  4:!,.550  (Kl 
I'niadleeted  jil'eliiilinis  and  bills  reeeivalde,  70.022  lis 
Cash  in  banks  and  in  home  ami  depl.  ottiees.      2:ii;.'.IS0  td 


Total  Cash  Assets, 


.sii.Ji^.w;!  74 


LIABILITIES. 

Capital  stock.  .  .  $200,000  00 

Unearned   preminm    ftitid.     Xew 

York  department  stamlard.  777.245  5(i 
irupaid  lossc's  .laiuiary  1st.  IS'.B,  .51,S4ll  US 
All  other  liabilities,  dednetions,  ete    2I,S4S  511 

Net  Surplus  over  all  Liabilities, 
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1,0.'>II,'.I40  47 

,374,243  27 


Special  Items  Under  New  York    Safety  Fund    Law, 
Included  Above. 

(iuarautec  Surplus  Fund .$200.(11111110 

Special  I'tcserve  Fund 200,000  00 


General  Statement  for  the  Year.  • 

Income  exceeds   losses,  comniis.sions, 

and  all  expenses,         .        .  $318,135  57 

Dividends  paid.      .        .  $40,(1(1(1  UU 

Increase  lu  unearned  prem's,  fAJi)\  27 
Increase  in  unpaid  losses,  .  2.14S)8.=) 
Increase  in  other  liabilities.       il.-24«6il         115,839  SI 


Actnal  Gain  in  net  surplns  for  the 

year $102,235  76 

Increase  in  Assets,  $175,630.84 


Y088,  CONRAD  S  I,  Oeneral  Agents, 


San  Francisco. 
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Fire  Protection  Notes. 

**Walter  Mdoro  siuvoeds  Chief  Morhirty  at 
Los  Auijoles. 

**Cheniii"al  No.  t,  in  Lo.s  AiifreU's  is  now  in 
place  on  Truman  street. 

**\Vheatlan(l,  Yuba  county,  Cal.,  has  estab- 
lished tire  limits  ooniprisiiifr  blks.  19,  20,  21. 

**Oakland  has  "pas.sed  to  print"'  a  tirst-i-hiss 
buildinfr  oi-dinauce,  resulatinj,'  eoMstr\ictii)ii, 
flues,  ash-dopnsitorics,  etc. 

**Bcrkeley,  Cal.,  has  five  volunteer  compan- 
ies, three  hose  carts,  1,500  feet  of  hose,  two 
hook  and  ladder  tracks,  two  chemicals,  etc. 

**Dalhis,  Or.,  has  a  n<nv  hook  and  ladder  truck 
and  a  hose  cart  yclejjt  "The  Terror,"  which 
the  people  hope  will  scare  away  the  "fire; 
fiend." 

**Durinp-  1S94  153  new  hydrants  were  added 
to  San  Francisco's  tire  ])rotection.  The  total 
number  is  now  2,3.-?4,  of  which  117  are  double 
hydrants. 

**A  bill  is  announced  at  Saci'amento,  appro- 
priatinjr  $75,000  for  a  fire  boat  for  tho  bay  of 
San  Francisco.  Proixised  bout  lo  be  of  steel, 
twenty-mile  speed,  and  S,ooo  f^als.  per  minute 
pumping-  capacity. 

**Mayor  Sutro  of  Han  Francisco  vetoed  the 
old  board  of  .supervisors'  order  exemiitinsr 
from  the  Are  district  ordinance  the  bhx-ks 
bounded  by  First,  Howard,  Folsoin  and  East 
streets.     Most  worthy  mayor ! 

**Gilroy,  Cal.,  has  two  volunteer  companies, 
one  Amo.skeag,  one  Babcock,  two  hose  carts, 
one  hook  and  ladder  ti'Uck,  1,200  feet  of  hose, 
etc.  Duriupr  1894  there  were  only  three 
alarms.     The  water  supply  is  abundant. 

•  **Portland  has  cut  down  its  lire  department 
allowance  to*i23,26i.  The  expenditures  last 
year  were  s;i32.777.  Durinjr  1894  there  was 
added  to  the  equipment  of  the  department, 
one  chemical  eufrine,  70  hydrants,  19  of  which 
have  been  connected  with  mains;  1,000  feet 
cotton  hose,  2,000  feet  rubber  base,  7  fire- 
alarm  boxes,  et(\  The  fire  department  now 
has  7  steam  fire-enfrines,  manned  by  56  men  ; 
4  hose  companies,  23  men  ;  3  chemical  engine 
companies,  9  men ;  5  hook  and  ladder  trui'k.s, 
somen;  59  horses  and  3  steam  fire-eiifrines  in 
reserve.  The  department  is  supplemented  by 
five  volunteer  ('ompanies.  The  department 
I'esponded  to  277  alarms  in  '94. 


1829. 


Charter  Perpetual. 


-    1895. 


FRANKLIN 


Fire  Insurance  Compan\- 

Of  ri,U,ulel/'l,l,i. 


Capital.         .         .         $    400.000.00 
Insurance  Reserve,        1.696. 019. 62 

Unpaid  Losses,  Div-  \  ^      ,  .- 

(lend.s,  etc.,      .        S         36.591-4/ 

Net  i-iurplus,         .  1,054,236.07 

Total  Assets,  Jan.  l,  1895,  $3,186,84r.l6 
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The  otey  Manual. 


Extracts  from  a  Few  of  the  Many   C'omplimeiitanj 
Letters. 

The  following  extracts  from  a  few  of  the  many 
complimentary  letters  give  better  evidence  of  the 
merits  of  the  Manual  than  any  expressions  of  ours: 
Lodi.  Cal.,  Sept.  27.  I  have  examined  the  Manual 
thoroughly  and  am  well  pleased  with  it.  1  deem  it 
a  great  help  in  making  out  jjolicy  rates. 

John  B.  Lillie. 
Martinez,  Nov.  14.     A  very  valuable  book. 

S.  Blum  &  Bro. 
Ontario,  Cal..  Nov.   i8.    An  excellent  work,  and 
useful.  C.  H.  Dyar. 

San  Diego,  Nov.  15.    It  is  a  most  excellent  work. 

G.  B.  Grow  &  Co. 
Carson  City,  Nev.,  Nov.  19. 


It  is  very  useful. 

P.  R.  Hafer. 


Nov. 


Replete  with  useful 
R.  G.  O'Brien. 


Olympia,  Wash., 
information. 

Nevada  City,  Cal.,  Nov.  11.  1  am  much  pleased 
with  it.  finding  it  full  of  information,  plainly  given. 

Frank  Power. 

North  Yakima,  Nov.  18.  Contains  a  great  deal  of 
desired  information.  Young  &  Spinning. 

Aberdeen,  Sept.  9.  It  is  a  great  help  to  us  in 
learning  the  working  of  your  company  and  in  rat- 
ing different  risks.  Wilcox  &  Mack. 


Digest  of  Recent  Insurance  Decisions. 

FJRE. 

Rliiinis   i\  Staiiddrd  Fire  /iw.    ('a.,  W.  Va.  S.  <\ 

A.,  20  S.  R.  (17(1. 

PKOOFS   OF    LOSS. 

Provisions  in  a  policy,  prescribing  a  limit 
of  time  within  which  notice  of  loss  is  to  be 
given,  will  not  be  construed  as  causes  of  for- 
feiture, where  not  so  expressly  stipulated  in 
the  policy ;  and  where  it  is  provided  that  no 
suit  or  action  against  the  company  for  the  re- 
covery of  any  claim  by  virtue  of  the  policy 
shall  be  sustainable  until  after  full  compliance 
by  the  assured  with  all  the  foregoing  require- 
ments, nor  unless  suit  or  action  be  commenced 
within  six  months  after  the  date  of  the  fire, 
proofs  of  loss  may  be  furnished  in  a  reasonable 
time  after  the  fire,  and,  if  accepted  and  re- 
tained by  the  insurer  without  objection,  all 
objection  to  the  form  of  the  proofs  and  the 
time  in  which  they  are  presented  will  be  con- 
.sidered  as  waived. 

Proofs  of  loss  are  no  part  of  a  contract  of  in- 
surance, nor  do  they  create  the  liability  to 
pay  a  loss;  they  serve  to  fix  the  time  when  it 
becomes  payable,  and  when  an  action  may  be 
commenced  to  enforce  a  liability. 
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If  the  evidence  shows  that  the  preliminary 
proofs  required  by  a  ixiliey  have  been  waived 
by  the  company,  the  insured  is  entitled  to  re- 
cover, thoufrh  no  such  jiroofs  were  in  fact  fur- 
nished. 


Ucrlinu    I'.    AiirirulliirdI    Ins.    i'li 
A.,  20  S.  H.  ii:>l. 


M'.    I'd.   .s'.  (• 


ixcimuk-VNcks. 
A  policy  has  a  clause  which  provides  that, 
unless  otherwise  provided  by  agreement  in- 
dorsed thereon  or  added  thereto,  it  shall  be 
void  if  the  subject  of  the  insurance,  vrhether 
real  or  personal  proiierty,  or  any  part  thereof, 
be  or  become  incumbered  by  mortgage,  trust 
deed,  judgment,  or  otherwise.  Held,  judg- 
ments recovered  in  invitum  against  the  in- 
sured during  the  life  of  the  policy,  and  before 
the  loss,  are  not  incumbrances,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  policy. 

CHAXOE   OF    TITI.K. 

The  policy  has  a  clause  which  provides  that, 
unless  otherwise  provided  by  agreement,  etc. 
(as  above),  it  shall  be  void  if  any  change 
other  than  by  the  death  of  the  insured  take 
place  in  the  interest,  title,  or  possession  of 
the  subject  of  insurance  (except  change  of 
occupants  without  increase  of  hazai'd), 
whether  by  judgment,  legal  process,  or  by  the 
voluntary  act  of  the  insured  or  otherwise. 
Held,  a  deed  of  conveyance  made  by  the  in- 
sured during  the  policy,  and  before  the  loss, 
but  invalid  by  reason  of  the  gi-au tor's  mental 
incompetency  to  make  such  deed,  was-  not 
such  a  change  or  transfer  of  title  as  would 
forfeit  the  iKilicy. 

o        o 
o 

Ciiiiniiircidl   I'tiiiin  Assur.  Cii.  v.  Mcjirr.  <^-  ''.  -1. 

Tix.,  :i!)  S.   W.  H.  1)3. 

W.\1VKK   OF   PKOOFS — TOTAL   LOSS. 

An  inspection  of  insured  property  after  its 
destruction,  coupled  with  an  offer  of  settle- 
ment for  a  specific  sum,  and  an  admission  of 
liability  for  part  of  the  amount  of  the  iwlicy, 
is  a  waiver  of  a  requirement  in  the  policy  for 
preliminary  pi'oof  of  loss. 

It  was  proper  to  refuse  to  charge  that  if  the 
building  could  have  been  repaired  for  50  per 
cent,  of  its  original  cost,  and  thereby  made  as 
good  as  it  was  before  the  fire,  the  loss  was 
not  total,  since  a  building  totally  destroyed 
might  be  replaced  for  50  per  cent,  of  its  cost. 

Where  there  was  evideni'e  that  the  build- 
ing was  almost  completely  destroyed,  it 
was  proper  to  charge  that,  if  the  building 
was  so  injured   as  to  lose  its   identity  and 


specific  character  as  a  building,  the  loss  was 
total. 

Where  the  jury  found  that  the  building 
was  so  injured  as  to  constitute  a  total 
loss,  the  refusal  of  the  court  to  charge  on  the 
question  of  fixing  a  jjartial  loss  was  not  re- 
versible error. 

Where  proofs  of  loss  were  defective  only  in 
omitting  the  name  of  the  occupant  of  the 
building,  and  such  defect  was  not  shown  to 
have  been  material  or  to  have  injured  the 
I'ompany,  it  will  not  defeat  a  recovery. 

Since  by  Rev.  St.  art.  2,971,  a  policy  is  a 
liquidated  demand  against  the  company  for. 
the  amount  of  the  policy,  in  case  of  a  total 
loss,  it  was  proper,  where  total  loss  was 
shown,  to  refuse  to  charge  with  reference  to 
an  oft'er  by  the  company  to  repair  the  property, 
though  the  policy  provided  that  this  might 
be  done. 

*  *  * 

L/FE. 

(Irii'si'iiii'r  r.  ^^lltll/1l   Life    Inx.  Co.,   H'liitli.  .s'.  ('., 
.%'  P.  R.  1,031. 

NOTICE — TENDEK. 

Laws  N.  Y.  1877,  c.  321,  pi'ovidiug  that  no 
company  doing  business  in  New  York  state 
shall  have  power  to  declare  a  policy  forfeited 
or  lapsed  for  nonpayment  of  any  premium, 
unless  notice  stating  the  amount  of  such 
premium,  the  place  where  and  person  to  whom 
the  same  is  payable,  shall  first  be  given  the 
assured,  applies  only  to  policies  issued  in  the 
state' of  New  York,  and  not  to  jwlicies  issued 
in  other  states  by  New  York  companies. 

A  policy  issued  in_  Pennsylvania  which  con- 
tains a  stipulation  that  it  "is  a  contract  made 
and  to  be  executed  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
and  shall  be  construed  only  according  to  the 
lavv's"  of  that  state,  will  be  construed  as 
though  actually  executed  and  delivered  ill 
New  York. 

Laws  N.  Y.  1877,  c.  321,  provides  that  no 
company  shall  declare  a  policy  forfeited  for 
nonpayment  of  any  premium,  unless  a  n'otice 
stating  the  amount  of  such  premium,  the 
place  for  payment,  and  the  per.son  to  whom  it 
is  payable,  and  that,  unless  it  is  paid  within 
30  days,  the  policy  will  be  forfeited,  shall  be 
mailed  to  the  assured.  Held,  that  a  notice : 
"In  accordance  with  your  contract,  No,  204,- 
439,  with  this  company,  $47.70  will  be  due,  on 
the  28th  day  of  August,  1892,  and  payable  to, 
yours  respectfully,  W.  H.  L.,  General  Agent," 
was  insufficient. 

Where,  after  presentation  of  proofs  of  loss 
under  a  policy,  the  company  notifies  assured 
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that  the  policy  if  forfeited  for  uonpayment  of 
•A  premium,  assured  ueed  not  tender  the 
amount  of  such  premium  before  suiu?  on  the 
policy,  as  it  clearly  appears  that,  if  the  prem- 
ium were  tendered  where  made,  it  would  not 

be  accepted. 

*  *  * 

ASSESSMENT  LTFE. 

Mtitiiitl    Hi)<ervc    Fund   Life   vIot'ii    r.    !iullirini. 

Tex.  ('.  c.  A.,  2.9  s.  ir.  R.  urn. 

ESTOPPEL. 

An  applicant  for  insurance  who,  in  answer 
to  a  (juestion  whether  he  had  ever  had  any 
illness,  stated  that  he  had  had  throat  trouble, 
was  not  bound  to  state  more  particularly  the 
nature  of  the  trouble,  no  further  question 
being  asked. 

Where  a  company  issues  a  policy  knowing 
that  answers  in  the  application  on  which  it  is 
issued  are  false,  it  is  estopped  to  claim  that 
the  policy  is  void  because  of  such  falsity. 

*  *  * 

ACcinENr. 

Joues   V.  v.  S.  MiitiKil  Aeci.  Ai<s)t.,  la.  S.  ('..  HI 
^.   II'.   R.  4S-1. 

KILLEII    BY    PISTOL-SHOT. 

Where,  in  an  action  on  a  policy,  it  appears 
that  the  insured  was  killed  by  a  pistol  shot, 
the  burden  is  on  the  insurer  to  show  that  the 
shot  was  not  accidental. 

Where  one  insured  in  a  policy  was  killed  by 
a  shot  from  a  pistol  in  the  hands  of  another, 
and  deceased  did  nothing  to  provoke  the  shoot- 
ing, the  killing  was  accidental,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  jjoliey,  though  the  person 
shooting  intended  to  kill  deceased. 


Legal  Tender. 

Notice  of  the  time  a  premium  note  falls  due, 
to  be  given  by  registered  letter,  is  not  com- 
plete until  the  number  has  been  iudor.sed  on 
the  letter  at  the  postofHce.  —  (Iowa)  852. 

A  policy  on  a  two-stoi'y  brick  building,  and 
"additions  thereto,"  occupied  as  a  dwelling, 
includes  a  building  occupied  by  insured's  serv- 
ants, though  not  annexed  to  the  brick  build- 
ing, where  there  is  no  other  building  in  in- 
sured's yard  within  the  description.  —  (Miss.) 
417. 

AiTopsiEs. — In  Wehle  v.  U.  S.  Mutual  Acci. 
(31  N.  Y.  Supp.  865)  the  supei'ior  court  of  New- 
York  city  ruled  that  an  insurance  company 
has  no  right  to  make  autopsy  on  the  ground 
that  something  may  be  found  to  exempt  it 
from  payment  of  loss.  Provision  of  jwlicy  that 
insurer  may  examine  body  of  insured  gives 
such  right  only  before  burial. 


Waiver  and  Estoppel. 

A    F.\PEK    BY  Peter  Winne,  ok   Helena.  Mon. 
[Contlruifd  from  last  niontti.) 

Where  proofs  are  required  within  a  given 
time  and  the  condition  was  not  complied  with  : 
Held  that  a  substantial  compliance  with  such 
a  condition  was  necessary  in  order  to  recover 
on  the  policy.  Blossom  v.  Lycoming  Ins.  Co., 
64  N.  Y.  162.  Savage  v.  Howai-d  Ins.  Co.,  52 
N.  Y.  502.  Underwood  v.  Farmers'  Ins.  Co., 
S7  N.  Y.  500. 

Held  that  the  words  "as  soon  as  possible" 
admit  of  a  reasonable  construction,  and  re- 
quire that  they  should  be  furnished  with  due 
diligence,  all  the  circumstances  considered. 
What  would  be  a  reasonable  time  where  the 
facts  are  undisputed  is  a  question  for  the 
court,  but  in  case  of  evidence  to  show  obsta- 
cles in  the  way  and  reasonable  diligence  to 
overcome  them,  is  a  question  of  mixed  law 
and  fact  for  the  jury.  Brink  v.  Hanover  Ins. 
Co.,  70  N.  Y.  593  (6  Ins.  L.  J.  709).  Phillips 
V.  Protection  Ins.  Co.,  14  Mo.  220.  Ben  Frank- 
lin Ins.  Co.  V.  Plynn  &  Hamm,  12  Ins.  L.  J. 
216  (98  Pa.  627). 

The  foi-egoing  cases  have  been  cited  to 
show  that  the  courts  will  require  proofs  and 
notice  to  be  furnished  where  there  has  been 
no  waiver.  It  is  a  waiver  of  defective  proofs 
of  loss  when  other  reasons  are  given  and  no 
mention  made  of  the  defects.  Little  v. 
Ph(rnix  Ins.  Co.,  7  Ins.  L.  J.  471.  Heath  v. 
Franklin  Ins.  Co.,  i  Cush.,  Mass.  237.  At- 
lantic Ins.  Co.  V.  Manning,  7  Ins.  L.  .).  157  (S. 
C.  Col).  Post  V.  .-Etna  Ins.  Co.,  43  Barb.  3,57. 
Peoria  Ins.  Co.  v.  Whitehill,  2s  111.  466. 
Farmei's  Mutual  Ins.  Co.  v.  Ensminger,  12  Ins. 
L.  J.,  40  S.  C.  Penna. 

If  the  company  places  refusal  to  pay  on  other 
grounds,  it  is  a  waiver  of  proofs  of  loss.  Hart- 
ford Ins.  Co.  V.  Smith  &  Doll,  7  Ins.  L.  J.  140 
(S.  C.  Col).  ^Etna  Ins.  Co.  v.  Shryer,  12  Ins. 
L.  J.  768.  Brink  v.  Hanover  Ins.  Co.,  g  Ins. 
L.  ,J.  342  (80  N.  Y.  108).  Edgerly  v.  Farmers 
Ins.  Co. ,  5  Ins.  L.  J .  846.  Taylor  v.  Merchants 
Ins.  Co.,  9  Howard  (U.  S. )  390.  Phillips  v. 
Protection  Ins.  Co.,  14  Mo.  221.  Ben  Franklin 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Flynn  &  Hamm,  12  Ins.  L.  .1.  216 
(98  Pa.  627).  Cornell  v.  Leroy,  9  Wend.,  N. 
Y.  163. 

There  seems  to  be  a  diversity  of  opinion  as 
to  whether  an  adjuster  has  power  to  waive 
proofs  of  loss.  The  better  doctrine  is  that  an 
agent  sent  by  the  company  with  jiovver  to  as- 
certain the  nature,  cause  and  extent  of  the 
loss,  has  such  power.  .Etna  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Shryer,  12  Ins.  L.  J.  768,  S.  C.  Ind.  Jan.,  1882. 


88 


The  Coast  T^h^ieiv. 


Brink  v.  Meirhants  Ins.  Co.,  4g  Ver.  442. 
Eastern,  eU-.  v.  Relief  Ins.  Co.,  105  Gray  497. 
Gloucester  Man.  Co.  v.  Ins.  Co.  Gray  497. 
Inability  to  furnish  correct  proof  of  loss  not 
company's  fault  but  his  own.  Blakely  v. 
Phrt^nix  Ins.  Co.,  20  Wis.  lo.s. 

Nevertheless,  where  the  insured  is  incapac- 
itated by  severe  illness  or  insanity,  perform- 
ance of  the  condition  is  excused  (but  the  as- 
sured will  have  to  prove  the  fact).  Insurance 
Co.  V.  Boykin.  12  Wall.  (U.  S.)  433. 

Where  the  i)roofs  are  declared  defective  the 
insurer  need  not  so  any  further  althouprh  re- 
quested to  do  so,  and  an  answer  that  the  pol- 
icy v!\\\  show  what  further  is  required  is  no 
waiver.  Spring  (Jarden  Ins.  Co.  v.  Evans,  9 
Md.  I.  Kimball  v.  Hamilton  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  8 
Bos.  N.  Y.  Superior  495. 

Good  faith  however  will  require  the  in- 
surer to  iK)int  out  the  particular  defect,  if  a 
strict  compliance  is  required,  otherwise  only 
a  general  one  may  be  had.  In  Blake  v.  Ex- 
change Ins.  Co.,  12  Gray,  Mass.  265,  the  doc- 
trine is  held  that  the  insurer  ought  to  point 
out  wherein  additional  or  different  proofs  are 
required.  Also  see  Phillips  v.  Protection  Ins. 
Co.,  14  Mo.  220. 

The  insui-er  must  act  in  good  faith  in  order 
to  have  the  benefit  of  a  violation  of  the  con- 
ditions. Clarke  v.  New  Eng.  Ins.  Co.,  6 
Cush.,  Mass.  342.  Cornell  v.  Leroy,  Wend., 
N.  Y.  163.  May  on  Ins.  (edition  1882)  pages 
711  and  712. 

Objections  to  the  sufficiency  of  proofs  must 
be  specifically  stated  and  their  acceptance 
and  retention  without  such  objection  is  a 
waiver.  Walker  v.  Ins.  Co.,  56  Me.  371. 
Home  Ins.  Co.  v.  Cohen,  20  Gratt.  (Va. )  312. 
Keeney  v.  Home  Ins.  Co.,  7  Ins.  L.  J.  108. 
Boynton  v.  Clinton  Ins.  Co.,  11  N.  Y.  554. 
Priest  V.  Citizens  Ins.  Co.,  3  Allen,  Mass.  604. 
Pratt  V.  N.  Y.  Central  Ins.  Co.,  51  N.  Y.  505. 
Instructions  to  make  proofs  followed  by  a 
proposition  to  settle,  which  was  not  accepted 
and  was  afterwards  withdrawn,  was  not  a 
waiver  of  proofs.  Warner  v.  Ins.  Co.,  7  Ins. 
L.  J.  628. 

An  offer  to  compromise  never  estops  the 
party  making  it  setting  up  any  legal  defense, 
or  any  right,  to  which  the  offer  relates.  Cook 
v.  Continental  Ins.  Co.,  70  Mo.  610  (9  Ins.  L. 
J.  8871. 

No  part  of  a  letter  written  as  an  offer  of 
compromise  admissible  as  evidence.  Home 
Ins.  Co.  N.  Y.  V.  Baltimore  Warehouse  Co., 
6  Ins.  L.  J.  39  (U.  S.  S.  C.  Oct.  term,  1876). 

Where  objections  are  not  made  within  a 
reasonable  time,  and  there  has  been  a  per- 


sonal investigation  of  the  amount  of  the  loss 
and  negotiations  for  a  settlement,  and  no 
mention  made  of  said  objections,  held  to  be  a 
waiver.  O'Neil  v.  Buffalo  Ins.  Co.,  3  Conn. 
122.  .'Etna  Ins.  Co.  v.  Tyler,  16  Wend.  385. 
Whore  one  or  particular  defects  are  made 
known,  all  others  are  waived.  Avers  v.  Hart- 
ford Ins.  Co.,  17  Iowa  176. 

Negotiations  for  a  settlement  after  the  i-e- 
ceipt  of  defective  proofs,  and  no  objections 
made  as  to  defects,  held  to  be  a  waiver  of  the 
.same.  Graves  v.  Washington  Ins.  Co.,  12 
Allen,  Mass.  391.  Hibernia  Ins.  Co.  v.  O'Con- 
nor, 29  Mich.  241. 

Where  a  strict  examination  has  been  held 
under  oath  covering  all  the  facts,  which 
would  be  included  in  the  proofs,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  special  demand  by  the  company 
for  said  pi'oofs,  held  to  be  a  waiver  of  the  con- 
dition requiring  them,  and  the  sixty  days  be- 
gan to  run  from  the  date  of  said  examination. 
Badger  v.  Phenix  Ins.  Co.,  49  Wis.  396  (9  Ins. 
L.  J.  627). 

The  same  rule  as  to  objections  to  certifi- 
cates will  be  held  as  are  given  regarding 
proofs  in  the  preceding  cases.  The  mere  tak- 
ing of  a  sworn  statement  of  insured  and  other 
parties  concerning  various  facts  connected 
with  the  loss,  where  the  insured  was  dis- 
tinctly notified  that  the  intention  was  not  to 
waive  formal  proofs,  held  to  be  no  waiver. 
Ins.  Co.  of  N.  A.  V.  Bainbridge,  7  Ins.  L.  J. 
772. 

It  has  been  held  that  there  was  a  waiver  of 
a  forfeiture  when  a  strict  examination  held 
under  oath  after  the  insurers  ha*'  notice  of 
the  forfeitui'e,  on  the  principle  that  the  in- 
surer had  no  right  to  make  the  examination, 
save  only  by  virtue  of  the  policy.  That  the 
act  of  examination  recognized  the  validity  of 
the  policy,  and  that  the  insurer  took  this 
action  after  he  knew  of  the  forfeiture,  and  he 
cannot  now  claim  it  to  be  valid.  Titus  v. 
Glens  Falls  Ins.  Co.,  8  Ins.'L.  J.  669.  Minty 
V.  Armenia  Ins.  Co.,  78  Pa.  478.  On  this  line 
is  the  case  of  Webster  v.  Phenix  Ins.  Co.,- 36 
Wis.  67  (31ns.  L.  J.  931).  . 

An  appraisement  may  be  had  and  loss  or 
damage  fixed,  subject  to  terms  and  conditions 
of  the  policy,  and  it  will  not  be  a  waiver  of 
any  of  the  company's  rights,  save  as  to  the 
fixing  of  the  amount.  The  same  rule  is  true 
as  to  an  adjustment  when  the  proper  reserva- 
tion is  made.  Whipple  v.  N.  B.  &  M.  Ins.  Co., 
II  R.  I.  139  (S'lns.  L.  J.  71). 

An  adjustment  is  a  waiver  of  objections  to 
notice  and  proofs  of  loss.  Havana  Banking  & 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Mayer,  III.  S.  C. 
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All  adjustment  having-  been  made  with  full 
knowledg-e  that  other  insurance  had  been  jn-n- 
fured  without  consent  is  a  waiver  of  the  jiol- 
icy  condition.  Gray  v.  Peabody  Ins.  Co.,  10 
W.  V.  A.  560  (6  Ins.  L.  J.  769).  Egauv.  yEma 
Ins.  Co.,  6  Ins.  L.  J.  832.  Webster  v.  Phoenix 
Ins.  Co.,  37  Wis.  57  (3  Ins.  L.  J.  931).  Ben 
Franklin  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Flynn  &  Hamm,  12 
Ins.  L.  J.  216.  Harvard  Assignee  v.  National 
Ins.  Co.,  52  Mo.  181. 

Mere  delay  on  the  part  of  the  company  in 
making  known  their  objections  to  proofs  of 
loss,  does  not  amount  to  a  waiver  of  defects 
therein,  but  their  retention  for  an  unreason- 
able time  without  objections,  will  be  treated 
as  such,  and  the  company  estopped  from  set- 
ting up  non-compliance  with  the  condition. 
Objections  should  be  promptly  made  and  de- 
fects specifically  pointed  out.  Hartford  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Walsh,  54  111.  164.  Globe  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Boyle,  21  Ohio  St.  iiq.  Franklin  Fire  Ins.  Co. 
V.  Chicago  Ice  Co.,  36  Md.  102. 

Proofs  of  loss  are  not  waived  by  an  alleged 
verbal  promise  of  the  president  to  send  a 
cheek  on  his  return  home,  which  was  denied 
by  the  president.  Universal  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Weiss  Bros.,  13  Ins.  L.  J.  573,  S.  C.  Pa.  April, 
1884. 

An  absolute  and  unqualified  denial  of  lia- 
bility by  the  insurer  waives  proofs,  by  tbe  act 
he  admits  the  loss,  and  the  denial  acts  as  a 
notice  that  the  claim  will  not  be  paid  on 
grounds  other  than  a  failure  to  make  proofs ; 
and  the  insured  may  commence  his  action  at 
once  without  making  proofs.  Warren  v. 
Peoria  Ins.  Co.,  14  Wis.  318.  Farmers'  Mut. 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Ensminger,  12  Ins.  L.  J.  40. 
Phoenix  Ins.  Co.  v.  Taylor,  5  Minn.  492. 
Taylor  v.  Merchants  Ins.  Co.,  g  Howard  (U. 
S. )  390. 

The  New  Brunswick  supreme  court  has 
held  that  silence  was  no  waiver.  Mere  si- 
lence, say  some,  is  not  a, waiver  when  the  in- 
surer is  not  bound  to  speak,  where  there  is 
no  conduct  calculated  to  mislead  the  insured. 
See  South  Side  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Miller,  8  Ins. 
L.  J.  260.  Franklin  Ins.  Co.  v.  Chicago  Ice 
*  Co.,  36  Md.  102.  Ayers  v.  Hartford  Ins.  Co., 
17  Iowa  176.  Savage  v.  Com.  Ex.  Ins.  Co.,  4 
Bos.,  N.  Y.  I.  Kenan  v.  Mo.  Mut.  Ins.  Co., 
12  Iowa  126. 

{I'oiirbnlftf  nfi.f1  month.) 


Ellensburg,  Wash.,  23  Feb. 
Enclosed  find  $3.00  for   the   Coast   Review, 
which  I  regard  as  an  indispensable  journal  for 
Coast  agents. 

W.   J.   ROBBINS. 


Co-insurance  as  a  Vital  Factor. 

From   a   Papkr   bv   Homek  A.   Ckak;. 

We  will  take  one  hundred  well-constructed 
"  B"  class  buildings,  located  in  a  tirst-class 
city,  the  value  of  each  being  !fio(j,ooo.  The 
owners  of  these  one  hundred  buildings  are 
millionaii-es  and  are  keen,  wide  awake  men. 
Their  expei-ience  and  observation  has  taught 
them  that,  as  a  rule,  the  losses  in  their  city 
on  this  class  of  buildings,  do  not  exceed  ten 
per  cent,  of  the  value.  They  will  each  carry 
iiio,ooo,  enough,  in  their  judgment,  to  cover 
any  probable  loss  they  might  have.  We  will 
say  that  these  one  hundred  buildings  are  oc- 
cupied for  ordinary  mercantile  hazards,  and 
that  the  established  rate  is  one  per  cent.  The 
underwriters  secure  fi-om  these  property  own- 
ers insurance  to  the  extent  of  one  million  dol- 
lars and  4^10,000  in  annual  premiums.  We  will 
take  another  one  hundred  property  owners  in 
the  same  city,  who  are  not  millionaires,  each 
owning  a  good  "  B"  class  building  and  of 
equal  construction  with  the  first-class  build- 
ings, and  each  worth  fioo,ooo,  and  oticupied 
practically  the  same  as  the  first-class.  These 
men  have  "their  all'"  invested  in  their  build- 
ings. Each  has  a  mortgage  of  $30,000  on  his 
building  and  each  is  compelled  for  his  own 
protection  and  that  of  the  mortgagee,  to  carry 
insurance  amounting  to  70  per  cent,  of  the 
value. 

The  construi'tion  and  occupancy  of  these  one 
hundred  buildings  being  the  same  as  the  first 
lot,  they  rate  the  same,  viz.  :  i  per  cent.,  the 
underwriters  secure  from  the  second  lot  seven 
million  dollars  risk  and  $70,000  in  annual  pre- 
miums. We  find  that  during  the  year  there 
have  been  four  fires  in  each  class,  and  that 
the  average  loss  per  each  building  has  been 
15,000.  The  underwriters  writing  on  the  first 
class  are  called  upon  to  pay  out  $20,000  for 
which  they  have  i-eceived  $10,000. 

In  gross  premiums,  deducting  all  expenses 
and  charges  of  say  30  per  cent,  and  the  net 
premiums  from  the  first-class,  are  $7,000. 
They  are  out  of  pocket  on  the  transaction  with 
the  first-class  of  property  owners  just  $13,000. 
Fi-om  the  second-class  they  are  ahead  on  the 
year's  transaction  $29,000,  arrived  at  as  follows : 
$70,000  gross  premiums,  less  $2i,o<x).  Total 
charges  and  expenses  leaves  net  premiums 
$49,000,  and  then  deducting  $20,000  losses. 
Now,  the  underwriters  have  in  the  first  in- 
stance paid  out  $13,000  in  losses  and  expenses 
in  excess  of  premium  income.  In  the  second 
instance  they  have  received  $70,000  of  gross 
premiums,  or  $49,000  net  premiums,  less  the 
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*2o,ooo  in   losses.      They  are  thus  aheari  just 
fcq.ooo. 

Thus  you  see,  that  with  a  liability  of  :?i,ooo,- 
ooo  with  :Sio,ooo  gross  premiums  on  cue  hun- 
dred buildings  of  the  valuation  of  $10,000,000. 
the  underwriters  are  called  upon  to  pay  as 
much  money  for  losses  as  in  the  second  lot 
with  .*7.ooo.o<X)  liability  and  -*!7(i.ooo  gross  pre- 
miums, and  on  the  same  number  of  buildings, 
same  (X'cupancy.  kind  and  value.  Now,  you 
can  see  how  uttci'ly  unfair  and  unjust  it  is  to 
charge  these  two  classes  of  property  owners 
the  same  rate,  and  how  utterly  absurd  this 
method  of  rating  must  strike  the  average 
business  man.  The  principle  of  selling  at 
wholesale  should  have  lodgment  in  our  bus- 
iness; the  underwriters  should  surely  apply 
this  principle  of  wholesale  pi-ices  to  their  bus- 
iness, because  it  is  right  and  just.  It  is  no 
easy  problem  to  arrive  at  perfect  rates,  and 
underwriters  can  as  reasonably  expect  the 
millennium  as  to  expect  a  perfect  system  of 
rating,  but  they  surely  can  improve  on  the 
present  methods. 


Medical   Examinations. 

Speaking  of  medical  examinations,  the  In- 
surance Monitor  says  that  "an  unsound  man, 
who  knows  that  he  is  unsound,  may,  provided 
he  can  so  patch  himself  up  as  to  pass  muster, 
after  having  been  rejected  by  one  company, 
go  to  another,  lie  about  his  former  application 
and  its  results,  deceive  the  medical  examiner 
and  perpetrate  a  successful  fraud  ujwn  the 
company."  To  be  sure  the  Monitor  puts. this 
as  a  hyphnthetical  case,  but  it  exactly  de- 
scribes the  present  condition  of  things  in  life 
insurance  under  incontestable  policies.  That 
is  the  point  at  which  we  have  aiTived.  On 
the  contrary,  the  honest  man  who  truthfully 
says  that  he  has  been  rejected  by  another 
company  is  either  incontinently  turned  down 
or  incjuiry  is  made  of  the  other  company  as  to 
the  causes  of  rejection  before  his  case  is  fin- 
ally decided,  but  as  agents  say  the  first  coui'se 
is  usually  taken.  The  man  is  rejected  with- 
out a  question.  In  other  words  the  applicant, 
as  matters  now  stand,  is  invited  to  deceive 
the  medical  examiner,  only  taking  his  chance 
to  live  a  year  before  his  policy  becomes  incon- 
testable. Our  belief  is  that  the  science  of 
medicine  being  what  it  is,  the  fact  that  an 
applicant  has  been  rejected  ought  not  to  con- 
stitute a  bar  to  his  acceptance  by  another 
company:  that  the  information  asked  for  is 
ininecessary  to  any  right  judgment  of  his  case, 
and  that  it  is  information  (whether  accom- 
panied by  the  reasons  or  not),  which  ought 


not  to  he  disclosed.  Men  are  rejei-ted  for 
trivial  or  temixirary  causes,  often,  and  unless 
we  have  been  misinformed,  with  the  practice 
under  the  present  exchanges  their  rejection 
puts  them  on  the  black  list  of  evqry  company 
in  the  United  States.  This  does  not  seem  to 
us  to  be  fair  to  them,  nor  fair  to  life  insurance, 
nor  fair  to  those  of  us  who  wish  to  see  the 
blessings  of  life  insurance  extended  as  far  as 
is  compatible  with  safety.  Nor  is  it  fair  to 
the  medical  examiners  themselves.  It  does 
not  give  them  a  chance  to  exercise  their  own 
judgment  upon  their  own  examinations.  Be- 
hind them  stands  the  record  which  must  oper- . 
ate  upon  their  minds  to  influence  rejection. 
We  would  be  glad  to  see  the  question  erased 
from  the  application  blank.— Weekly  Under- 
writer. 

Secret  and  Fraternal  Societies  in  California. 

In  his  annual  report  Insurance  Commis- 
sioner Higgins  says : 

Efforts  have  been  made  in  the  past  to  place 
all  secret  and  fraternal  societies  under  the 
supervision  of  the  insurance  commissioner. 
They  have  failed  generally  because  of  the 
opposition  of  some  of  the  well-known  societies 
of  high  standing  and  character.  I  believe 
that  the  opposition  of  these  swieties,  though 
honest,  is  ill-advised,  from  their  own  stand- 
jwint.  If  the  business  of  insurance  done  by 
them  is  an  honest  one,  and  if  they  are  con- 
ducting it  on  business  principles,  and  in  the 
interest  of  the  members,  why  should  they 
object  to  examination  and  supervision '.  Why 
should  a  member  of  a  secret  order  in»Siskiyou 
count.v,  or  Calaveras  or  Riverside,  object  to  a 
critical  examination  of  the  business  methods 
of  the  officers  living  in  San  Francisco,  who  re- 
ceive and  disburse  the  hard-earned  dollars 
contributed  by  its  members;  Why  should  a 
citizen  of  California  object  to  an  unbiased 
official  of  this  state  having  the  right,  if  neces- 
.sary.  to  examine  into  the  financial  condition 
of  those  societies  whose  headquarters  ai'e  in 
the  far  East,  and  who  annually  receive  -fi-om 
the  people  of  this  state  immense  sums  ,of 
money.  The  cost  is  insignificant,  being  but 
$20  annually  to  the  governing  body,  which  to 
the  contributing  lodge  or  society  is  very  small, 
and  to  the  member  infinitesimal. 

The  state  is  overrun  with  fake  secret  so- 
cieties and  wild-cat  fraternal  organizations. 
It  supports,  at  the  expense  of  the  better  class 
of  those  .societies,  a  very  large  number  of  pro- 
fessional organizers,  and  .secret  .society  bunco- 
steerers,  who  in  sleek  garb,  and  under  the 
protection  of  our  laws,  live  sumptuously  off  of 
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the  money  of  our  people,  and  who,  but  foi-  the 
opposition  of  the  ofiicers  of  old  and  well-known 
bodies,  could  be  driven  out  of  the  state.  This 
opposition  has  proven  a  great  injury  to  life  in- 
surance generally,  and  especially  to  legiti- 
mate fraternal  societies.  People,  generally 
speaking,  who  have  membership  in  these 
orders  do  not  oppose  supervision,  and  cer- 
tainly a  great  proportion  of  the  rank  and  file 
believe  they  are  under  supervision,  if  one  can 
judge  by  the  large  number  of  inquiries  con- 
stantly received  by  this  department  about 
societies  of  which  they  are  members.  In  New 
York  and  other  Eastern  states,  where  the 
subject  of  insurance  is  supposed  to  be  most 
thoroughly  and  carefully  considered,  there  is 
no  complaint  of  the  law.  In  fact,  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  representatives  of  fraternal 
societies,  it  was  announced  that  the  laws 
governing  such  societies  in  New  York  were 
just  and  equitable. 

We  not  only  send  large  sums  of  money  east 
and  south  to  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  secret 
orders,  but  we  have  in  California  a  bountiful 
crop  that  brings  discredit  upon  the  fair  name 
of  our  state,  and  reflects  dishonor  upon  those 
institutions  that  are  deserving.  In  this  city 
can  be  found  a  set  of  men  who  have  organized 
society  after  society,  and  who  in  a  long  cai'eer 
have  perhaps  never  met  a  death  loss  in  one  of 
them.  Other  states  are  afflicted  in  the  same 
way.  I  traced  the  footsteps  of  one  of  these 
fellows  thi'ough  three  states,  and  through  as 
many  state  organizations,  and  he  used  the 
same  literature  in  each,  with  the  exception 
of  a  change  of  name,  ofticers,  and  location. 
The  "Children  of  Zebedee"  followed  fast 
upon  the  "Sons  of  Pindu,"  the  "Knight  of 
the  Golden  Shore"  pressed  hard  upon  the 
"  Worshipers  of  the  Golden  Gate,"  the  "Su- 
preme High  Chancellor"  vanished  easily  into 
the  "Most  Illustrious  Benefactor,"  and  the 
"Grand  Admiral"  soon  eclipsed  the  "Worthy 
Overseer."  These  professional  organizers  are 
past  masters  in  the  use  of  seductive  literature, 
and  adepts  in  persuading  good  men  to  loan 
the  use  of  their  names  to  nefarious  purposes. 

Matnal  Reserve  Fond. 

A  Belgian  paper  of  recent  issue  says :  In 
such  countries  as  Germany  and  Switzerland, 
where  the  life  insurance  companies  have  to 
obtain  the  authority  of  the  government,  the 
Mutual  Heserve  has  been  forbidden  to  con- 
clude contracts,  in  view  of  the  insufficiency 
of  its  fundamental  principles.  The  "Federal 
Bureau,"  whose  scholarly  annual  reports  are 
admired  by  all  competent  men,  has  divulged 


the     motives   for 
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the    same    in    their    report 


Rank   in  Pacific  Coast  Premiums. 

$600,000  COAST  PREMIUMS. 

1.  Fireman's  Fund* $0i6,6iu 

$500,000  C'OA.ST   PKKMIUMS. 

2.  Palatine* $504,091 

$400,000  COAST   PREMIUMS. 

3.  London  &  Lancashire $424,851 

$300,000  COAST  PREMIUMS. 

4.  Liverpool  &  London  &  Glohet 3'393..i2y 

5.  Home  and  Phceni.x  (jointly) 371.447 

6.  Hartfoi'd  Fire     330.757 

7.  Commercial  Union 319.372 

$200,000  COAST  PREMIUMS. 

S.  Pheni-x.  Broolflyn $296,030 

9.  ^■Etna 265,312 

10.  Home  Mutual 256.628 

11.  National,  Hartford 247.450 

12.  North  British     241,804 

13.  German-American 234, 421 

14.  Continental 231,168 

15.  Sun,  Eng 218.325 

16.  Manchester     205.264 

$100,000  COAST  PREMIUMS. 

17.  Scottish  Union $iy6.86y 

iS.  Phoenix,  London 189,347 

ly.  London  and  Northern  I  jointly) 177, Soy 

20.  Atlas'*' 171.634 

21.  Royal 165.396 

22.  Imperial 163,728 

23.  Alliance 160.615 

24.  Hamburg-Uremen    .   .   .   .   , 153.051 

25.  Royal  Exchange 152.159 

26.  Sun,  S.  F 150,183 

27.  Insurance  Company  of  North  America    .  148,900 

2S.  Caledonian      145.883 

2y.  Prussian  National 142,969 

30.  Lancashire      137,667 

31.  Norwich  Union 137.627 

32.  Union.  London      130,.!  16 

ii.  Transatlantic 124.820 

34.  North  German  122,250 

35.  Lion iiy.103 

36.  Magdeburg 118,013 

37.  New  Zealand 113.734 

38.  Queen  Ins.  Co 112,878 

39.  Westchester 102.521 

40.  Connecticut 101.341 

OVER  $50,000  AND  UNDER  $Ioo.(  00  COAST    1>REM1UMS. 

41.  Helvetia  Swiss       .$97,611 

42.  Springfield 97i<'29 

43.  Fire  Association 90,106 

44.  Hanover 88,675 

45.  American  Central 79,668 

46.  Niagara 79.445 

47.  Orient 78,813 
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48.  American,  Philadelphia 78,686  Co-insurance. 

49.  Aachen  &  Munich* 66,002  j^  jg  jj^^,  ^jj^^^  ^'^^^,  adoption  of  a  eo-insurauoe 

50.  Northwestern  National* 65.956  ^^^^^^   gj^^^,^  receive    cou.sideratiou  by    Pa- 

^''  ,,.'1^      ,',..• /'  oific  Coast  underwriters.      Rates  as  a   whole 

S2.  Milwaukee  Mechanics 65,729  .,..,,                     ,            ,   ,       ,               ,      , 

5i.  Pennsylvania 63,670  >"   ^^is  held    cannot  be   safely    lowered,    but 

54    Patriotic                                                          61.376  they  can  be  revised,   aud  a  lower  rating  un- 

55.  Franklin 59-733  der  a  co-insurance  clause  can  be  offered.       It 

56.  Amerlcun.  Newark 51. 77'  will   be  conceded   that  the   better  classes   of 

UNDEK  $50,000  AND  ovEK  J25.000  COAST  PKEMiuMs.  risks  are  underinsured,  and  the  rebating  of 

57.  Svea                                                                48,002  the  past  few  months  is  strong  evidence  that- 

58.  American.  N.  Y 47837  the  present  rates  may  be  lowered  on   these 

59.  British  America     47.837  classes,   in  certain  districts  at  least.      Here, 

60.  Delaware 47,810  then,  are  two  factors  in  favor  of  the  co-insur- 

61.  Rhode  Island  Underwriters   1  jointly  1   .   .    45.464  ance    clause,    namely,    underiu.suraiice  and   a 

62.  Germania.  N.  Y.* 41,930  demonstrably  too  high  ratinsr  of  certain  first- 

6*    Traders*                                                                       ^8  6"*!  *                                    ^ 

J.  i  ouc  .-,....      J  .  -  ^.jass  hazards.    One  evil  nourishes  the  other, 

64.  Providence- Washington 35.317  „       ,  .    ,         ^.                             ,      . 

,   ,.        ,                                                              .  Too  high  rating  causes  underinsurance,  aud 

66^  Agricultural     .............   3M39  ^^^  latter  helps  to  maintain  the  high  rating. 

67.  Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn 30,144  Co-insurance,  not  imposed  as  a  condition  of  in- 

68.  Merchants.  N.  J .    29,212  surance,  but  offered  as  an  encouragement  to 

69.  St.  Paul 28,206  full   or   nearly    full     insurance,    will    correct 

70.  Williamsburg  City* 26,757  these    evils  or   abate    them.       The   property- 

UNDER  $25,000  (-OAST  PREMIUMS,  ownei's  should  be  offered  a  basis  or  retail  rate, 

71.  Greenwich $24,989  charged  on  the  basis  of  partial  insurance  and 

72.  Baloise 21,759  total  loss.     Then  the  co-insurance  clause  and 

73.  Teutonia     20.771  special  ratings   should    be  at  his  command  as 

74.  Broadway ' 16,943  special  advantages  or  reductions  justified   by 

75.  United  Firemens 16,729  ^^^  placing  of  a  large  amount  of  insurance  on 

76.  United  States 15,408  .      ,       •  ,       at              j           ■»         i,  u  »\, 

a  single  risk.     Mauv  underwriters  hold  these 

I7NDER  $15,000  <-oA.ST  PREMIUMS,  ^^.^^^.^  ^^^^   ^^.^^j^   welcome  the  adoption  of  a 

77.  Girard 13.905  co-insiu'ance  clause   in   this   field.     Property- 

78.  Glens  Falls 11,003  ^^-ygj-s,  no  doubt,  need  to  be  educated  in  this 

,9.     aci  c^ ,09  niatter;    but    the    principal    lesson   is   easily 

80,  Union,  Pa 5.226  '                ^    a         ..^^        ^        \ 

Si,  Firemen's,  Md 4,444  learned   when   it  is  presented   with  reduced 

82.  Firemen's,  N,  J                                             '    1,572  rates   as    the    concomitant   of    the    accepted 

NOTE-Altogether,  85:  in  1893.94:  previous  year,  ^"lause.      It    seems     to   us   that    th^    present 

105  companies,  including  the  combinations.  time  is  especially  favorable  for  the  adoption 

^Entered  this  class  last  year,  of  this  great  reform.     Property-owners  ignor- 

+  Through  San  Francisco  departmeut.     Actually  antly    aud    loudly    demand    lower   rates;    and 

in  the  $500,000  class.  the  underwriters  can   grant  this  demand,  not 

on  the  basis  of  their   loss  i-atios,  but  on  the 

*^°''''  condition   of    full    insurance,    whereby,    with 

The  silver  miners,  weary  of  waiting  for  the  lower  rates,  the  premium  income   would  be  as 

pro.sperity  so  positively  promised  as  the  result  large  or  larger  aud  the  losses  no  greater  than 

of  the  repeal  of  the  silver-purchasing  act,  have  .j^  present. 

gone  gold  seeking.     They   are   meeting   with  

wonderful  success.  We  have  it  on  good 
authority  that  really  valuable  discoveries 
have  been  made  in  California  aud  Colorado 
and  other  gold-bearing  districts.  This  is 
cheering  news.  A  number  of  gold  mines  are 
passing  iuto  the  hands  of  capitalists,  and  the 
fact  that  capital  is  being  thus  invested  is 
stimulating  the  work  of  prospecting.  Bus- 
iness will  improve  in  Mountain  and  Coast  ter- 
ritory in  consequence,  and  the  various  insur- 
ance interests  will  have  a  share  in  this  im- 
provement. 


San  Francisco  Business. 
premiums. 

/Sq4.  iSqj.  /Sq3. 

First   quarter-year  .    ,  $564,918  $561,930  $590,741 

Second  quarter-year  .    605,998  658,757  609,984 

Third  quarter-year  .   .    584.226  621,364  631.206 

Fourth   quarter-year .    564,550  59I.429  616,716 

Totals $2,319,693    $2,436,480     $2,448,647 

If  vol'  don't  think  the  postmaster  reads 
postal  cards,  paste  a  thin  piece  of  paper  over 
the  blank  side  aud  write  your  message  on  it.- 
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The  World's  Life  Insurance. 

The  following  is  taken  from  an  article  in 
the  Insurance  Spectator  of  London  : 

The  following  tables  illustrate  the  jwsition 
of  the  German,  British,  French,  American, 
Austrian,  Swiss,  and  Scandinavian  life  offices 
at  the  end  of  1893.  It  appears,  however,  that 
the  information  about  the  English  companies 
is  incomplete  in  many  respects,  and  the  fig- 
ures are  therefore,  in  several  cases,  only 
approximative  ones. 


T.\BLE  I. 

.VKBrcKiUe  of 
amounts  In 

Xi'w  Business 

Avt'ra^c 

force  durlnj; 

C'oinpanit'M. 

In  1893. 

per  policy. 

the  year. 

40  German    .   .   . 

.£22,329,916 

£185 

£246,817,532 

86  British      .   .    . 

42,475,913 

305 

725.673,000 

17  French  .   .   .   . 

19,759.414 

530 

155.453.487 

30  Amerlcau 

,  177,704.763 

.W.S 

1,070,548,967 

16  Austrian   .   . 

.      9.599.67U 

160 

74.873.5S7 

7  Swiss  .... 

1,265.409 

205 

13.512.035 

15  Scandinavian 

2.730.957 

173 

23,898,248 

All  companies  .  £275,866.042  .  .  £395  .  £2,310,776,857 
The  English  offices  shared  consequently  in 
the  world's  life  insurance  business  to  the  ex- 
tent of  15I.J  percent.,  whilst  their  policies  in 
force  during  the  year  represented  about  32 
per  cent,  of  the  grand  total.  Excluding  the 
American  companies  for  the  sake  of  comparison 
with  the  European  companies  only,  it  will  be 
seen  that  England  secured  over  43  per  cent,  of 
the  new  business,  and  that  her  outstanding 
policies  were  equal  to  59  per  cent,  of  the  total 
of  all  European  companies.  The  actual  fig- 
ures are : — 


New  business, 

English £42,476.000 

All  other  European  offlces       47,686,000 


Policies  In 
force  In  1893, 

£725.673.000 

514.555,000 


Companies, 

40  German  ,  .  . 
86  British  .  .  . 
17  French  .  .  . 
30  American 
16  Austrian  .  . 
7  Swiss  ... 
15  Scandinavian 


T.\BI,E  II. 

K.xtlntrulshed 
policies  (ma- 
tured and  re- 
pureliased.) 

.  £6,598,804 

18,505,610* 

•     4.307.590 

.    .  50,130,000 

.    .    1,336.400 

.    .        415.120 

520.706 


('anceled  policies 
on  account  of 
non-payment 
of  prem- 
iums. 
£3.323.082 


9,897.264 
61,824,668 

4.365,133 
297.380 
984.252 


per 
cent, 

14,9 

50.1 
34-7 
47-8 
23-5 
36.0 


*lucludin{^  annuities. 

The  percentage  refers  to  the  year's  new 
business,  and  speaks  certainly  in  favor  of  the 
German  offices,  as  the  English  statistics  are 
not  included. 

The  policies  in  force  at  the  close  of  the  year 
1893  were  in  round  figures:  German,  £236,- 
900,000;  English,  £7i5,ooo,o<K>;    French,  £141,- 


050,000;  American,  £958,590,000;  Austrian,  £69,- 
170,000;  Swiss,  £12,800,000;  and  Scandinavian, 
£22,396,000;  together  £2,155,906,000;  an  in- 
crease of  £121,000,000  against  1892,  more  than 
25  per  cent,  of  which  growth  belonged  to  the 
British  offices. 

The  annuity  business  is  by  far  most  favored 
in  France,  where  the  rise  of  French  securities 
has  diminished  the  return  on  safe  invest- 
ments to  such  a  degree  that  many  would-be 
"rentiers"  rather  sink  their  capital  than  re- 
linquish for  some  time  longer  the  fulfillment 
of  their  life-long  ambition— to  retire  from 
business.  A  similar  tendency  is  prevailing, 
though  to  a  minor  extent,  in  Germany, 

The  six  foreign  countries  under  observation 
rank,  as  to  the  outstanding  annuities,  as  fol- 
lows:—France,  £2,289,822;  Austria,  £132,011; 
Switzerland,  £59,871;  America,  £478,232;  Ger- 
many, £426,,38o;  Scandinavia,  £83,963,  Con- 
sidering the  enormous  life  business  done  by 
the  American  offices,  the  comparatively  in- 
significant figure  of  their  annuities  is  very 
striking. 

The  next  table  deals  with  the  accumulated 
life  and  annuity  funds  as  well  as  the  compan- 
ies' share  capital,  but  whereas  the  statement 
of  the  English  offices  includes  the  paid-up 
capital  only  (£12,628,555),  the  figures  relating 
to  the  foreign  companies  comprise  also  the 
shareholders'  liabilities,  represented  by  I.  O. 
U's  in  the  possession  of  the  head  offices. 

Table  III.— Accumulated  Funds  on  Decembbb 


Companies. 

40  German  . 
86  British  . 
17  French  .  . 
30  American 
16  Austrian  . 
7  Swiss     .    . 


31ST,  1893. 

£76,611,570  to  guarantee 
.  206,540,619 

■  73.194.144 

,  206,519,670  " 

17,950,038 

■  4,379.895 


15  Scandinavian   7,913,318 


Policies  lu 
force. 

£236,900,000 

715,000,000 

141,050,000 

958,590.000 

69,170,000 

12,800,000 

22,396,000 


All  Companies  £593,109,254 


ii2, 155,906,000 


The  proportion  of  accumulated  funds  to 
risks  is  largest  with  the  French  offices,  being 
nearly  52  per  cent,,  and  smallest  with  the 
American  companies,  which  is  2i'.<  per  cent., 
the  assets  being  slightly  inferior  to  the  Eng- 
lish, although  the  risks  of  the  latter  are  in- 
ferior to  the  former  by  £243,590,000,  In  ex- 
planation of  the  high  percentage  of  the  French 
oftices,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  a  great 
proijortion  of  the  funds  are  derived  from  pur- 
chase-money for  annuities,  which,  naturally, 
entail  greater  liabilities  than  life  insurance 
policies. 
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Tabi,b  IV.— Re(;kipts. 

Promlums.  Iiitrrrsl.     Suiulrli's.       Totiil. 

German  £9.168.327  £2.523.028  £184,874  .tii, 876,229 
British   .   .    22.623,811      9.281.632       —  31.905,443 

French  .   .      4.390.0.JI  12,821,377       —  7,211,468 

American  .  40,950.203  9,284.775  60.203  50,295.181 
Austrian  .  2,412,674  611,605  216,915  3,241,194 
Swiss  .   .    .  492,095         138,746      4".575  671,416 


Scandinavian    749.048        193.579      27.972 


970.599 


All  Comp's  £85,786,253  £24, 854, 743  £530, 539  £11 1, 121,555 
The  British  offices  received,  consequeutly, 
over  50  per  cent,  of  the  premiums  of  all 
European  companies,  and  about  60  per  cent,  of 
the  interest.  The  very  important  item  of 
manajrement  expenses  and  ajreuts'  commission 
is  lacking:  comijleteness,  as  neither  the  French 
nor  the  American  companies  reported  flfjures 
as  to  management.  The  Eiifrli.sh  offices  re- 
duced their  expenditure  on  both  accounts  from 
14.66  to  14.49  V^^  cent,  of  the  pi-emium  re- 
ceipts in  the  ordinary  life  branch,  and  from 
44.95  to  43.33  per  cent,  in  the  industrial  branch. 
The  German  percentage  was  lo.g:  the  French 
and  American  (for  commission  only)  respect- 
ively 7.6  and  23.3  per  cent. ;  the  Austrian,  17.7 
per  cent. ;  the  Swiss,  12.8  per  cent. ;  and  the 
Scandinavian,  18.6  per  cent.  The  American 
offices  incurred,  therefore,  58  per  cent,  more 
expenses  per  £100  premium  than  the  English 
companies. 


Classes  of  Risks  Burned 

Bank i 

Barber  shop   .....  2 

Bicycle  store    ...  1 

Boai'ding  and  lodging  6 

Brass  foundry  ....  i 

Brewery  .....  2 

Carpenter  shop    ...  1 

Cement  brick  works  1 

Chinese  laundry  ...  4 

Chinese  dwelling  i 

Cigar  box  factory   .   .  i 

Cigar  factory    ....  2 

Cloak  and  suit  store  i 

Clothing  store  ....  i 

Cooperage  3 

ColTee  saloon i 

Crockery  store         .    .  4 

Dressmaker  .   .      .   .  i 

Dwelling 172 

Dental  office i 

Dumps I 

Dwelling  and  bakery  1 

Fancy  goods i 

Fish  market i 

Feather  cleaning  i 

French  laundry    ...  1 

Grocery 5 

Harness  shop              .  i 

Herb  store i 


in  San  Francisco  in  1894. 

Bakery 4 

Bazaar 2 

Blacksmith 
Boiler  room 
Broom  factory  ._ 
Boat  builder  ,   . 
Carriage  factory 
Chinese  roomers 
Chinese  store     . 
Church  ... 
Cigar  store  .   .   . 
Cleaning  andrepack'g 

Cloak  house    

Coal  room 

Cocoa  fibre  factory  .  . 
Coffee  and  spice  mill 
Decorative  glass  .  ,  . 
Dry  goods  store  .  .  . 
Dyeing   and   cleaning 

Drug  store 

Dwelling  and  stable  . 
Dwelling  and  storage 

Fence  

Furnishing  goods 
Fence  and  .shed    . 
Furniture  store    .   .   . 
Grocery  and  dwelling    2 

Hay  barn      3 

Home  of  old  people  i 


House  of  prostitution 

Iron  works 

Kitchen 

Laundry      

Leadpipe  works 
Lumber  yard  .... 
Market  ..... 
Machine  shop  .... 
Millinery  stoi-e  .  .  . 
Office  fixtures   .... 

Oil  works 

Pavilion 

Plumbing  shop    . 
Provision  store    . 

Road 

Sale  stable 

Saloon  and  dwelling 
Saloon  &  board'ghse 
Second  hd  cloth'g  stre 

Shoe  store 

Shirt  factory  .... 
Shafting  and  pulley  . 
Shooting  gallery  .  . 
Sign  painter  ... 
Studio  and  dwelling 
Stencil  factory    .   .   . 

Street    

Stores  and  dwelling  . 

Store  house 

Tannery 

Tailor  shop 

Unoccupied  dwelling 

Vacant  lot 

Wines  and  liquors 
Wooden  pole     .... 

Yard 

Totals 


Hotel      ....... 

Jewelry  store     . 
Laboratory     .    . 
Laundry  and  dwelling 
Lodging  house  .... 

Lunch  wagon  liarn 
Macaroni  factory    .    . 
Melting  room     .... 

Office      

Office  and  stores 
Paints  and  oils     .   .   . 

Picture  store 

Printer's  office  ... 

Restaurant     

Roomers 

Saloon 

Saloon    and    lodgings 

Saw  mill 

Second  hand  furniture 

Shoe  factory 

Shoddy  mill    ... 
Ship  stores     ... 

Sidewalk 

Spg.  mattress  factory 

Stable 

Steamship   .   . 

Store 

Stoves  and  tinware  . 
Tanbark  shed  .... 
Tailor  and  dwelling  . 
Unoccupied  store  .  . 
X.Iuoccupied  factory  , 
Wagon  builder  .... 
Wood  and  coal  yard  . 
Wood  shed  ...... 


.  r 
2 
6 
2 


.  439 


Curiosities  of  Insurance. 

The  saying  that  there  is  "nothiujjr  new  un- 
der the  sun"'  would  not  be  so  hackneyed  were 
it  not  .so  true.  Aiid  in  nothing,  strange  to 
say,  is  it  more  true  than  in  relation  to  insur- 
ance. Yet  if  there  is  one  thing  more  than 
another  which  we  in  England  (says  the  Insur- 
ance Journal  and  General  Financial  Record, 
etc. )  are  prone  to  associate  with  modern  pro- 
gress and  inventiveness,  it-  surely  is  insur- 
ance. Why  this  popular  self-laudatcn-y  idea 
should  prevail  it  is  hard  to  sa.v,  but  possibl.vit 
is  referable  simply  to  the  fact  that  we  of  this 
latter-daj',  perfect  in  our  self-flatteriiig  con- 
ceit, are  not  oppressed  with  any  too  high  re- 
spect for  either  the  wisdom  or  the  ingenuity  of 
our  forefathers.  While  we  flatly  repudiate  all 
possibility  of  indebtedness  to  posterity,  we 
are  apparently  little  less  inclined  to  ignore 
any  remnant  of  indebtedness  to  bygone  gen- 
erations. Still,  we  have  to  admit  that  neither 
insurance  nor  assurance  is  altogether  a  nine- 
teenth century  novelty,  but  is,  in  truth,  a 
very  old  device.     It  has  been  more  or  less  in 
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vogue  even  in  this  country  for  at  least  800 
years ;  and  it  may  have  been — nay,  most  prob- 
ably was — known  and  in  use  in  other  parts  of 
the  world  long'  ages  before  that  period.  As 
might  be  supposed,  the  parties  who  had  the 
husiues  of  insuram-e  in  their  hands  in  medi- 
aeval days  were  chiefly  Lombards  or  gentle- 
men of  the  Jewish  persuasion,  and  these 
speculators  in  human  life  and  fortune  did  not 
confine  their  adventures  to  the  simple  prob- 
lems and  hypotheses  of  death  risks,  but  in- 
cluded in  their  somewhat  impartial,  if  not  in- 
discriminate, "net"  such  varieties  of  life's 
accidents  and  chances  as  would  nowadays,  if 
sug'gested  as  motive  for  a  "policy,"  make  act- 
uaries and  managers  even  of  our  most  enter- 
prising offices  stand  aghast — staggered  at  their 
obvious  absurdity,  if  not  downright  madness ! 
A  writer  in  the  Standard  describes  in  very  in- 
teresting fashion  some  of  the  more  striking 
varieties  of  insurance  as  negotiated  by  the 
earlier  operators  in  such  ventures. 

Passing  over  crusading  times,  when  soldiers 
of  the  cross,  before  setting  forth  for  the  Holy 
Land,  were  in  the  habit  of  insuring  against 
their  being  taken  prisoners  by  the  Turk,  or 
with  a  view  to  providing  a  sum  as  ransom, 
and  overlooking  incidents  which  here  and 
there  tell  of  the  practice  of  insurance  in  other 
directions  during  the  interval,  we  come  down 
to  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  whose  reign 
an  act  was  passed  directing  that  "a  court 
called  the  court  of  policies  of  assurance  shall 
be  established  for  the  trial  in  a  summary 
way  of  cases  of  policy  contracts,"  and  it  is 
worth  noticmg  that  this  statute  speaks  of  the 
system  of  insurance  having  been  in  existence 
"time  out  of  mind,  in  this  country  and 
abroad."  It  was,  however,  within  the  com- 
paratively brief  period  from  170S  to  1720 — the 
era  of  South  Sea  and  other  financial  bubbles — 
that  some  of  the  most  extraordinary  examples 
of  "insurance"  were  produced.  Among  other 
funny  devices  it  was  proposed  to  assure  any 
person,  male  or  female,  a  marriage  portion  of 
£100!  No  doubt  a  very  desirable  and  thrifty 
thing  to  do,  if  permanently  practicable.  But. 
alas !  it  boi-e  within  it  the  germs  of  its  own 
ruin.  It  was  too  palpably  open  to  fraud.  Too 
many  couples  paid  theii'  premiums,  got  mar- 
ried, and  claimed  their  fioo  each.  The  pay- 
ing ofdce  could  not  long  stand  the  strain. 

Another  curious  form  of  insurance  was,  we 
are  told,  as  follows:  Each  holder  of  a  rwlicy 
in  the  company  was  to  pay  in  to  the  secretary 
the  sum  of  two  shillings  whenever  a  child  was 
born  to  any  other  holder  of  a  policy  until  a 
child  was  born  to  him.     When  this  happened 


he  received,  or,  rather,  was  entitled  to  re- 
ceive, £200.  The  different  varieties  of  insur- 
ance, in  plan  and  purpose,  appear  to  have  been 
endless.  There  wei-e  speculators  on  all  sides, 
mainly  in  the  city,  who  advertised  themselves 
as  open  to  issue  policies  of  assurance  on  such 
strange  matters  as  female  chastity,  against 
lying,  swearing,  and  thieving,  against  high- 
way robbery  and  housebreaking,  and  against 
death  by  excessive  drinking  of  "geneva  or 
rum."  There  were  also  insurers  of  horses 
against  dying  a  natural  death,  straying,  being 
injured  or  stolen :  and,  during  the  long  war 
with  France,  it  was  no  unusual  thiu.g  for  the 
governor  of  some  out-of-the-way  and  exposed 
post  to  insure  it  against  capture  by  the  ene- 
my !  Since  the  day  when  these  things,  and 
such  as  these,  were  possible  we  have  consider- 
ably restricted  the  area  within  which  insur- 
ance enterprise  may  px-udently  or  properly  ex- 
ert itself.  To  use  a  Disraelian  phrase — much 
has  happened  since  then.  Is  the  world,  after 
all,  really  growing  less  easily  gullible;  After 
recalling  these  curiosities  of  insurance,  there 
seems  some  ground  for  the  flattering  belief 
that  it  is. 


The  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  in  Ireland. 

(From  tlif  Insurance  &  FiTiiim-lal  (;azt'tt<'.) 

Following  upon  the  settlement  of  the  Sal- 
ter's claim  by  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life 
Association,  or  co-incident  with  that  long- 
delayed  transaction,  Mr.  J.  Spiers  Orr,  the 
manager  for  the  North  of  Ireland,  resigned 
that  appointment  and  retired  from  the  ser- 
vice of  the  association. 

About  refilling  the  position  or  making  a 
fresh  appointment  the  association  is  display- 
ing neither  haste  nor  hurry.  Rumor  has 
taken  the  matter  in  hand,  so  effectively  that 
no  less  than  thi-ee  or  four  appointments  have 
been  fixedly  and  definitely  made. 

Be  the  coming  man  whom  he  nniy,  he  has 
his  work  cut  out  for  him.  and  it  will  require 
considerable  exertion  upon  his  part  to  cast  off 
the  cold  of  the  bartering  and  bargaining  over 
Salter's  settlement. 

Over  and  above  this,  the  contents  of  another 
cauldron  are  brewing,  and  by  the  time  the 
new  appointment  is  made  the  pottage  will  be 
red  hot  and  strong  and  ready  for  serving. 

Another  Belfast  policyholder,  Mr.  Yeates, 
insured  with  the  Mutual  Reserve  for  £4,000, 
had  the  misfortune  to  die  on  August  4th,  1894. 

Upon  that  life,  at  the  date  of  death,  three 
policies  were  in  existence — one  for  £500,  we 
think,  with  the  Life  Association,  £1,000  with 
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the  Pioneer,  and  £4,000  with  the  Mutual 
Reserve. 

The  Life  Association  paid  the  claim  in  the 
oi'dinary  course  of  events. 

The  Pioneer  were  in  no  hurry.  They 
thoufiht  and  they  deliberated.  First  they 
would,  and  then  they  woundn't.  They  had  a 
friend's  feeling:s  to  consult.  They  and  the 
Mutual  Reserve  were  rubbing  their  heads  to- 
gether. And  then  a  writ  descended  upon  the 
Pioneer,  and  then  the  Pioneer  would  pay. 
And  pay  they  did,  but  where  the  money  came 
from  is  one  too  many  for  us ;  we  should  prefer 
to  be  asked  something  easier. 

Let  us  check  dates  and  time  off. 

4th  August  to  4th  Sept.,  1894=1  month. 

4th  September  to  4th  Oct.,  1894=2  months. 

4th  October  to  4th  Nov.,  1894=3  months. 

4th  November  to  4th  Dec,  1894=4  months. 

4th  December  to  4th  tTan.,  1895=5  months. 

4th  January  to  4th  Feb.,  1895=6  mouths. 

How  is  that  for  promptitude  of  payment, 
good  old  Mutual  Reserve; 

Six  months  gone.  Arithmetical  calculation : 
if  a  claim  of  4'i,ooo  occupies  12  months,  how 
long  will  be  required  for  the  settlement  of  a 
claim  of  £4,000; 

Worked  out  by  the  rule  of  three,  the  an- 
swer is  48  months. 

Six  months  only  have  gone,  so  we  are  early 
upon  the  scene  of  action  upon  this  occasion. 

And  then  how  pleasant  it  is  for  the  relatives 
of  a  deceased  policyholder  to  know  that  the 
Mutual  Re.serve  have  a  special  inquiry  depart- 
ment, and  that  no  end  of  inquiries  will  be 
instituted  regarding  his  life,  and  health,  and 
history,  and  family  matters,  and  complaints, 
and  business  affairs,  and  that  no  hole  will  be 
left  unpoked,  and  no  corner  unsearched. 

Yes,  indeed,  how  pleasant  this  is,  and  how 
agreeable.  How  comforting  to  know  that  a 
crowd  of  detectives,  private  inquiry  agents, 
and  semi-attached  officials  will  be  moving 
I'ound  and  about,  helping  to  make  the  funds  of 
the  association  hum. 

Ever  since  the  Mutual  Reserve  put  its  foot 
uixm  British  soil  we  have  endeavored  to  keep 
a  finger  upon  its  pulse,  and  at  no  previous 
period  was  the  condition  of  its  health  a  more 
interesting  study  than  just  now. 

There  is  a  feverishness  about  it  which  we 
do  not  like.  We  have  been  carefully  watch- 
ing the  course  of  events  and  looking  forward 
to  a  smash  up. 

The  policy  of  mounting  guard  over  a  deserted 
stable,  of  placing  faith  in  no  one,  in  keeping  a 
close  watch  over  every  one,  has  not  paid,  can- 
not pay,  and  never  will  pay. 


In  what  respect  is  the  position  and  are  the 
prospects  of  the  association  being  improved  in 
this  country ;  Things  might  be  different,  but 
before  they  can  possibly  be  so  radical  improve- 
ments will  be  needed. 

Having  disiwsed  effectually  with  Salter's 
claim,  we  now  direct  attention  to  the  Yeates' 
claim  for  £4,000,  which  has  now  been  in  process 
of  maturing  for  payment  for  six  month;*. 


California  Fire  Business. 

TALlt'OHNlA    COMHANIKS. 

Year.                             Premiums.  Losses.    Riilio. 

18S7 $1,381,698  $447,380  32.3' 

1889 1,593,702  613,086  38.5 

1890 1,480,763  589.687  39  9 

1891 1.189,889  389,482  32.7 

1892   912,570  361,064  38.2 

1893 740,928  287,276  38S 

1894 640,271  299,972  46  8 

OTHER  STATE  COMPANIES. 

Loss 

Year.  Premiums.        Losses.     Ratio. 

1887  .  .  : $1,939,686     $  733,692         37.8 

1890 2.261,011       1,003,312         44.3 

1891 2,685,310        1,020,888  38  o 

1892 2,735,885       1,072,913         39.2 

1893 2.538,644       1,073,368         42.3 

1894 2.329,097       1,063.629         45,8 

FOREIGN    (;OMP.\NlES. 

Loss 

Year.                             Premiums.  Losses.  Ratio. 

1887 $2,312,502  $  911,901  39.4 

1890 2,563,039  ^  1^162,289  45.3 

1891 2,847.289  1.023.012  35.9 

1892 3,329,005  1,293.930  38.3 

1893  ■' 3,500,882  1.306,516  37.3 

1894 3,367,692  i.452,d59  43.1 

The  reader  can  dig  some  information  out  of 
the  foi'egoing,  for  himself,  but  probably  what 
follows  will  suffice. 

As  compared  with  1893  premium  receipts 
there  was  a  loss  of  6.5  per  cent.  In  the  pre- 
vious year  there  was  a  loss  of  only  3.0  per 
cent.,  and  in  all  of  the  preceding  twelve  years 
there  was  a  gain. 

The  American  companies  lost  9.4  per  cent, 
last  year,  while  the  foreign  companies  lost 
only  3.8  percent.  But  in  1893  there  were  163 
American  and  37  foreign  companies  report- 
ing; and  in  1894  there  were  only  50  American 
and  34  foreign  companies,  whose  figures  ap- 
pear in  our  annual  table  of  California  business. 

The  loss  ratio  outside  of  San  Francisco  was 
55.4  per  cent.  Excluding  also  Oakland  and 
other  large  cities,  the  average  loss  ratio  in 
"the  interior''  was  over  62  per  cent.  The 
organizers  of  county  and  other  mutuals  will 
find  little  to  encourage  them  in  this  percent- 
age of  losses. 
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San  Francisco  premiums  declined  4.8  per 
cent.,  which  is  about  half  the  percentage  of 
decline  of  "the  interior"  of  the  state.  The 
loss  ratio  was  about  as  usual.  The  exceptional 
loss  of  premiums  on  country  business  is  largely 
attributable  to  the  great  falling-off  in  grow- 
ing grain  business. 


Death   Claims  Recently  Paid. 

Ciaims  Pai'ii. 

Berkeley,  Cal.. 

Daniel  B.  William.s $  5.000 

Chico,  Cal., 

Jno.  C.  P.  J.  Somme .5,»oo 

Lewiston,  Ca].. 

Jacob  Paulsen     2,702 

Liincoln,  Cal., 

Chas.  M.  Silva 3,024 

Durham,  Cal., 

Wm,  H.  McEnepsy 2,736 

San  Francisco,  Cal., 

Geo.  H.  Roe 7,56s 

San  Francisco.  Cal., 

Wm.  T.  McLean 1,179 

San  Francisco,  Cal., 

Chas.  Kohler 36.126 

Fruitvale,  Cal., 

Watson  A.  Bray 10,002 

Tucson,  A.  T., 

Thomas  L.  Power 1,000 

San  Francisco,  Cal.. 

Augustus  C.  Chick 1.222 

Rocklin,  Cal., 

Daniel  C   Ederle     1,000 

Oakland.  Cal.. 

Augusta  H.  Hawley  .      6,153 

Denver,  Colo., 

Joseph  Harvat 6.56S 

Pocatello,  Idaho, 

Dudley  R.  Stone 2,500 

Ashland,  Or., 

William  H.  Atkinson  ....     5,000 
La  Grande,  Or., 

JamesJ.  Grinnett 2,272 

Brigham  City,  Utah, 

Ephrlam  Johnson 1,000 

Anacortes,  Wash., 

Amos  Bowman 5,000 

San  Francisco,  Cal., 

Samuel  A.  Raymond    ...         3,517 
Mountain  View.  Cal., 

William  E.  Spencer  ,       ...     2,300 
Napa,  Cal.. 

Andrew  J.  DoUarhide  ....    10.000 
Downey,  Cal., 

Samuel  I.  Jackson 5,000 

Perris,  Cal., 

John  R.  Hickman 2,164 

Denver,  Colo., 

A.  Cameron  Hunt 2,852 

Denver,  Colo., 

William  G.  Nixon 5.550 


Keturn 
Ch'er  Cost. 

*3.932 

4, "52 

i,i6S 

975 

2,036 

3-496 

738 

31.107 

3.700 

715 

833 

687 

5,000 

5,000 

2.397 

3.390 

2.000 

942 

2,172 

1.983 

2,000 

8.476 

4,334 
2,000 
1,03s 
5,000 


Mutual  Benefit  Life. 

The  fiftieth  annual  statement  of  this  great  con- 
servative New  Jersey  company  shows  over  55  mil- 
lion assets  and  over  209  million  insurunce  in  force. 
On  a  4  per  cent,  interest  basis  there  is  over  $3,850,- 
ooosurplus.  Last  year's  premiums  footed  up  nearly 
8  millions.  The  business  steadily  increases,  with- 
out '■  lightning"  methods.  Every  policyholder  is  a 
warm  friend  of  the  company,  and  this  friendship 
was  a  factor  in  the  gain  of  nearly  2  millions  in  new 
business  last  year,  and  a  gain  of  7  millions  in 
amount  in  force.  The  literature  of  this  company  is 
so  readable  that  it  is  to  be  regretted  the  manage- 
ment does  not  give  it  wider  circulation. 


Fire  Protection  Notes. 

**Lodi  (Cal.)  wants  Are  limits.  There  is  ■  a  stat- 
ute of  limitation"  applicable  to  this  wholesome 
want. 

**The  San  Andreas  (Cal.)  Citizen  calls  tor  more 
cisterns.  On  a  recent  Sunday  morning  a  dwelling 
was  completely  destroyed,  "and  other  houses  ad- 
joining would  have  burned,"  had  there  been  any  ad- 
joining houses.  This  destruction  because  there  was 
no  cistern  near.  The  remedy  is  easy.  Sink  a  cis- 
tern "where  the  next  tire  will  occur."  Dig  plenty 
of  cisterns,  and  a  tire  is  bound  to  occur  near  one  of 
them.  A  wise  Englishman  discovered,  some  time 
ago,  and  remarked  on  the  providential  wisdom  of 
the  fact,  that  providence  had  always  created  a 
river  to  flow  past  nearly  all  great  cities.  Now  let 
San  Andreasians  dot  their  streets  with  cisterns, 
and  they  will  thankfully  observe  the  fortunate  fact 
that  a  tire  always  occurs  near  water— if  the  cistern 
be  not  dry. 

**The  Ione  Waterworks.— The  tire  on  Wednes- 
day showed  the  efficacy  of  our  waterworks  in  great 
shape.  When  the  hose  was  attached  and  the  way 
cock  at  the  hydrant  turned  the  water  actually  ran 
out  of  the  nozzle.  Some  of  the  uninitiated  possibly 
expected  to  see  the  shingles  fly  from  the  roof  when 
the  water  was  turned  on  to  them,  but  nary  a  shingle 
flew.  But  then  by  holding  the  nozzle  above  the 
place  where  it  was  desired  to  extinguish  the  flames 
the  water  would  fall  upon  the  fire  and  cause  a  little 
steam  to  arise.  But  the  bucket  brigade  and  the 
old  fashioned  bucket  and  wheel  well  apparatus  just 
knocked  the  so-called  waterworks  silly.  The  said 
waterworks  amply  proved  themselves  to  be  a  snare 
and  a  delusion  so  far  as  flre  service  is  concerned. — 
Echo. 


Lr.oYD  FIHK  LOSSES  are  reported  unpaid  on  var- 
ious risks.  Beware  of  "  cheap"  insurance.  Noth- 
ing is  so  costly  when  the  loss  is  settled. 


There  are  seventy  million  people  in  the  United 
States— mostly  fools,  as  Carlyle  said  of  his  thirty- 
one  million  countrymen  and  countrywomen. 


Many  counterfeit  silver  dollars  are  now  in  cir- 
culation on  the  Pacific  Coast.  Look  out  for  them  ! 
There  is  some  counterfeit  insurance  offering,  too. 
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Annual  Statements  of  Fire  Offices. 


Cut  This  orr 
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Ch.\kt- 

RKVISKI). 

With  Aiikitiun.s 

-FuHEKJN   HKANCH    FUJUItKS. 

».\>/ 

Comiiuideg 

ltlp(h 

vl 

Axiielit 

Siir/iliiK   , 

t*rnnitnits 

Xxn;\  ... 

Jan.  1. 

iS'.j.s 

*ni.St7,8i6 

$3- 197-847 

$3,879,016 

Jan.  I, 

iS.)4 

10,807.667 

3,010,933 

4,161.942 

Alliiim-e 

.  Jan.  I, 

iSg.s 

999.868 

819.140 

160,615 

Jan.  I, 

1894 

920,982 

733,963 

246,514 

Alliis      

.  Jan.  I, 

iSi)5 

835-108 

366.473 

586.502 

Jan.  I. 

iSy4 

7.SS,I49 

328,130 

477-682 

Agrii-ultui-iil 

.  Jan.  1, 

1895 

2.268.737 

265.436 

961,216 

Jan.  I. 

1S94 

2.312.676 

261.200 

965,011 

Americ-au.  N.  V. 

Jan.   1. 

1S9S 

1.504.714 

154-6.S3 

1,470.223 

Jan.   I, 

l,S>,4 

1.512,570 

I38.«i8 

1. 46 1. 076 

Amerifan.  N.  ,1. 

.  .Jan.  I, 

,  1895 

2,450,10.; 

1.301.071 

529.863 

Jan.  I, 

1894 

2.342.939 

1,170,961 

573.176 

Am.  Central    .   . 

.  Jan.  I. 

1895 

1,632,901 

226.238 

792  958 

Jan.  I, 

1894 

1,572.303 

162.1)23 

824.053 

American,  Pa.   . 

.  Jan.  I, 

1895 

2.395.606 

i7S.8,s6 

1.330,1.53 

Jan.  I. 

1S91 

2.6S3.U5 

76.974 

1.811.341 

British  America 

.  .]:iii.   I. 

i^i'.i5 

1.164,197 

3')9-8i6 

1.175.584 

Jan.   I, 

1S94 

1,108.937 

398,374 

910.357 

Broadwa.v    . 

.  Jan.  I, 

1S9.5 

4  33. 5.SO 

60,239 

235-8S2 

Jan.  I, 

1S94 

442.252 

60,342 

261-724 

Caledonian 

.  Jan.  I, 

1895 

2,214.810 

523.SS5 

2,  io5.6,)i> 

Jan.  1. 

I8ij4 

1,879,499 

369.0,59 

1,610.725 

Com"l  Union   . 

Jan.  1. 

■89.5 

3.581,549 

l.n5.ou6 

2.733.378 

Jan.  I. 

1894 

3,555,200 

938.883 

2.837,429 

Connectk-ul 

Jan.  I, 

iSy.s 

2,972.633 

444.410 

1,666.730 

Jan.  I. 

1894 

2.831,089 

339,693 

1,610.040 

Continental 

Jan.  r, 

1895 

6.754,908 

1,811.269 

3,197,722 

Jan.   I, 

1S94 

6.433. 171 

I ,576,596 

2.954.423 

Delaware     .   .   . 

.  Jan.  I. 

1895 

1,560,978 

163,359 

814.090 

Jan.  I. 

1894 

1,495.727 

110,362 

838.396 

Fire  As.s'n.  Pa. 

.  Jan.  I. 

'895 

5,191.055 

626,072 

2,251.503 

Jan.  I, 

1894 

5.056,721 

.504,922 

2,118,177 

Pjremans  Fund 

.  Jan.  I, 

1895 

3,240.861 

846,26s 

1,766.819 

Jan.  I, 

1894 

3. 1 1 1.490 

733.06S 

1,682.853 

Firemen' .s,  Md  . 

.  Jan.  I. 

IS9.S 

650.880 

110,833 

216,196 

Jan.  I. 

1894 

.598.236 

103,146 

161. -91 

Firemen's.  N.  J. 

.  Jan.  I, 

189.1 

1,885.951 

1,009,318 

286.6)1 

Jan.  I. 

1894 

1,882.563 

919,837 

389-317 

Franklin   ... 

.  Jan.  I, 

1895 

3,186,847 

1,054.236 

513667 

Jan.  I, 

1894 

3,130,589 

953.732 

507-318 

German-Amer. 

.  Jan.  1, 

1895 

6,240,198 

i-«56,375 

3,154,960 

Jan.  I, 

IS94 

5,997.403 

1.657.353 

3.020.626 

Germania.  N.  Y. 

Jan.  I. 

1S95 

3.431-840. 

1,155.430 

1,020,021 

Jan.  I, 

1894 

3,206,984 

960.333 

1,089,100 

Girard 

.  Jan.  I, 

■895 

1,780.636 

541.6S3 

469.3C9 

Jan.  I, 

1894 

1,700.172 

511.376 

476,452 

Glens  Falls    .   . 

.  Jan.  I. 

■895 

2,425.184 

1.374.243 

741-193 

Jan.  I, 

1894 

2.249.553 

1,272,008 

657,115 

Greenwich,  N.  Y 

.  Jan.  I, 

1895 

1,315.030 

131.117 

1,132,182 

Jan.  I. 

1894 

1-358.211 

1 2 1 .960 

1,216,690 

Hamburg-Bremen  Jan.  i, 

1895 

1,330.770 

428,104 

1,062,130 

Jan.  I, 

1S94 

1.231,116 

2S0.663 

1,146,887 

Hanover    .       . 

.  Jan.  I. 

IS95 

2,245.353 

110,146 

1,3.>8.047 

Jan.  I. 

1894 

2,070,334 

219,320 

879,390 

Hartford  Fire 

Jan.  I. 

■895 

8,645.736 

2-500.347 

5,690.234 

Jan.  I, 

IS94 

7,378,092 

2,296,770 

4,070,902 

Home,  X.  Y.   . 

Jan.    I, 

1S95 

9.159.836 

1,070.42s 

4,806,579 

Jan.  I. 

IS94 

9.008,834 

560,325 

5,221,561 

Home  Mutual     . 

Jan.  I, 

I89.i 

897-5.53 

317,896 

319.637 

Jan.  I. 

1894 

964.684 

302.753 

411.001 

Imperial    ... 

.  Jan.  I, 

1S95 

1.935,996 

930-S45 

I- '39.575 

Jan.  I, 

1894 

1,847,272 

762,805 

1,160,734 

Ins.Co.St.ofPenn  Jan.  i. 

•895 

738-912 

62,865 

293,125 

Jan.  I, 

1894 

755,089 

51,086 

310,743 

Ins.  Co.  of  N.  Am 

.  Jan.  I, 

1895 

9,562,600 

2.244,26<J 

5,449.9.37 

Jan.  I, 

1894 

9,432,250 

1,865,508 

5,672,,566 

Lancashire     .   . 

.  Jan.  I, 

1895 

2,294.986 

760,067 

1.834.047 

Jan.  I, 

i8<M 

2,287.776 

625.881 

2,085,217 

Lion 

.  Jan.  I, 

1895 

855.949 

385-601 

543.762 

Jan.   I. 

1894 

868,916 

379.800 

578.572 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Gl. 

Jan.  I, 

1895 

8,498.268 

3-071. "89 

5.8o2,98<j 

Jan.  I, 

1894 

8,598,271 

3,026,525 

5,690-877 

Lon.  Assurance 

Jan.  I, 

■895 

1,637,096 

713.401 

928,268 

Jan.  I. 

1894 

2,175,658 

1,023,337 

989,485 

Meiikai.  Ex.\minati(>x><.  — Many 
iisents  are  mofe  au.xious  to  fret  fees 
than  to  get  good  risks.  A  little  ex- 
perience soon  eiiaiiles  them  to 
••coaeh"  an  applicant  so  that  his 
own  and  his  family  record  will  pass, 
and  while  he  may  not  tell  the  ex- 
aminer a  falsehood,  he  avoids  tell- 
ing him  the  whole  truth.  We  have 
all  seen  the  agent  who  endeavors  .t» 
instruct  the  examiner  and  expatiates 
oil  the  character  of  the  risk  pre- 
sented. A  case  in  which  the  agent 
shows  much  solicitude  is  to  be  looked 
ujwn  with  suspicion.  Take  two  men 
of  the  same  age.  same  height, 
weight,  pulse  rate  and  measure- 
ments: one  of  them  has  a  clear  skin. 
a  clear  eye,  square  shoulders,  well 
arched  feet  and  a  general  appearance 
of  thrift  about  him ;  the  other  has  a 
sallow  skin,  a  sleepy  eye,  drooping 
shoulders,  flat  feet,  and  a  general 
don"  t  care  get-up.  While  the  reports 
would  make  these  men  appear  much 
alike,  yet  the  first  is  the  better 
risk.  There  is  something  indescrib- 
able in  the  appearance  of  some  men 
that  denotes  life,  and  about  others 
that  makes  one  think  they  should 
apologize  for  living. 

Some  men  come  in  for  examination 
as  a  purely  business  transaction — 
their  policies  are  business  contracts. 
Others  appear  as  if  they  were  per- 
forming some  last  sad  rite  and  be- 
stowing a- dying  favor  on  friends  or 
relatives. — Dr.  Brush. 


Newspapek  Yarn. — A  German  in- 
surance company  has  just  had  to  con- 
sider an  uncommon  case.  Early  one 
morniuf;  a  policy-holder  went  into 
certain  chemical  works  at  Mulhouse. 
He  had  a  lighted  lantern,  and  im- 
mediately he  entered  the  premises 
an  explosion  occurred  and  the  acid 
tanks  burst.  Nothing  more  was  seen 
of  the  unfortunate  man.  Not  the 
slightest  shred  either  of  him  or  his 
clothes  was  found;  neither  charred 
flesh  nor  fragment  of  bones  was 
visible  anywhere.  When  applica- 
tion was  made  to  the  company  for 
the  insu'rance  money  the  answer 
was  that  "there  was  no  proof  of 
death." 
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*Xel 

Compniiies 

Hep 

or 

i 

Annetx 

Siir/iliiK    J' 

ffiinhiinn 

Lou.  &  Luuciis'e 

.  Jan. 

1895 

2,700,869 

8^0,621 

1.934,349 

Jan. 

1894 

2.641,029 

678,832 

2,034,618 

Manchester.   .   .   . 

Jan. 

iSqs 

2,104,770 

535.021 

1.634,^63 

Jan. 

1894 

2,085.549 

493. '69 

1,675.131 

Merchants,  N.  J. 

.  Jan. 

1895 

1,317.292 

182,530 

781,779 

Jan. 

1894 

1,2(19,760 

103.495 

854,186 

Milw'kee  Mech's. 

Jan. 

1895 

2,061,680 

1,082.455 

i>93.513 

Jan. 

1894 

2,OUO,OIO 

1.003,572 

881,562 

Mutual  Fire,  N.  Y 

.Jan. 

1895 

I,o<«-437 

152,938 

1,062,169 

Jan. 

1894 

1,472,646 

413.975 

1.001,099 

Nalioual,   Har'd 

.  Jan. 

1895 

3.597,531 

522, .561 

2,300,584 

Jan. 

1S94 

3.244,456 

3>  6,614 

1, 989.. 303 

Niagara   

,  Jan. 

1895 

2.322.318 

345,190 

1,270  297 

Jan. 

1894 

2,214,193 

303,418 

1.6.58,557 

Northern  . 

.  Jan. 

1895 

1,691,219 

486,692 

i,2i7,.854 

Jan. 

1894 

i.657,(-h;jo 

440,472 

1.252.373 

Northwest.  Nat'l 

Jan. 

1895 

1.862,698 

474,828 

675,750 

Jan. 

1894 

1.725.695 

401,900 

631,972 

North  Hritish    . 

,  Jan. 

1895 

3,589,230 

1,321,364 

2,350,655 

Jan. 

1894 

3. 419. MI 

1,005,588 

2,4L 2.078 

North  German 

.  Jan. 

1895 

Jan. 

1894 

'346.138 

'238,959 

Norwich  Union 

Jan. 

1895 

1,988,223 

587,724 

1,561,779 

Jan. 

1894 

1,823.460 

410,415 

1,535.786 

Orient 

Jan. 

1895 

2,095,564 

453,.599 

1,3.39,259 

Jan. 

1894 

2,091.695 

322.696 

1.417.9.56 

Pacific           .    . 

Jan. 

1S95 

720,097 

■90,739 

368,278 

Jan. 

1894 

736.234 

198,012 

379,069 

Palatine   .... 

.  Jan. 

1895 

2,38g,o.j2 

621.645 

2,300.016 

Jan. 

1894 

2.255.975 

507,350 

2,314.554 

Pennsylvania 

.  Jan. 

1895 

4,098.774 

1,489.252 

1.611.234 

Jan. 

1894 

3.859.058 

■,29'>,i75 

1.592.126 

Phenix,  Brook.  . 

.  Jan. 

1895 

5.545.629 

4e6,359 

4,043,1.85 

Jan. 

1S94 

5.903.963 

161,437 

4,728,071 

Phoenix,   Harfd 

Jan. 

1S95 

5.588,058 

737, 21S 

3,507.581 

Jan. 

1894 

5,429,794 

713,196 

3,306,240 

Phoenix.  Lon. 

.  Jan. 

iSu5 

2,50.3.135 

7 1 2,. 369 

1,946,924 

Jan. 

1894 

2.420,112 

.585,630 

1,882,272 

Prov.-Wasb.    .    , 

Jan. 

1895 

1.354.370 

103,435 

1,258,274 

Jan. 

1894 

1,217,302 

43,787 

929,883 

Prussian  Nat.   . 

.  Jan. 

1895 

776.920 

360,975 

484,950 

Jan. 

1894 

763.509 

394,819 

418,408 

Queen,  N.Y.    .    , 

Jan. 

1895 

3.747.551 

I. 154. 489 

2.100,614 

Jan. 

,  1S94 

3,645.93s 

1,029,779 

2,173-329 

Royal 

.  Jan. 

1895 

7,609,259 

2,167,806 

4,993,917 

Jan. 

,  1894 

7,469,681 

2,195,842 

4.925,131 

St.  Paul        .    . 

.  Jan. 

189.5 

2.080,438 

,544,278 

1,264,194 

Jan. 

.  1894 

2.201,154 

455.516 

1,464.745 

Scot.  Union  &  N. 

.  Jan. 

.  1895 

2,896,066 

1,591,024 

1.440.267 

Jan. 

,  1894 

2,543.249 

1.421,505 

1.260.453 

SpringfleUl  ,   .   . 

.  Jan. 

.  1S95 

3-581. 151 

512,710 

1,776.049 

Jan. 

,  1S94 

3.505,495 

362,421 

1.768,265 

Sun   S.  F. 

.  Jan. 

.  1895 

5io.045 

77,037 

Jan. 

,  1894 

444.537 

46.009 

310,729 

Sun.  London 

,  Jan. 

.  189s 

2.433,165 

720,109 

1.573.040 

Jan. 

,  1S94 

2,449,543 

5(8..53i 

1,981,608 

Teutonia,  N.  O. 

,  Jan. 

,  1895 

535,107 

107,874 

,131.842 

Jan. 

,  1894 

495.710 

87,062 

333. 153 

Traders     .... 

.  Jan. 

•  1895 

1,662.317 

606,229 

652,279 

Jan. 

,  1894 

1.701,810 

622,578 

656.074 

Transatlantic. 

Jan. 

,  1895 

624,32s 

320,383 

406.053 

Jan. 

,  1894 

654.433 

306.793 

418.990 

Union.  Lon.    .   . 

,  Jan. 

.  189.S 

1,012,115 

483,997 

652.470 

Jan. 

,  1S94 

841,967 

526.721 

444,849 

Union,  Pa.    .    .    . 

.  Jan. 

■  1S95 

538,842 

67.431 

299.094 

Jan. 

,  1894 

498,432 

21,629 

305.2,59 

United  Firemen 

S.Jan. 

•  1895 

1,333.216 

117,411 

296,677 

Jan. 

,  1894 

1,294,840 

76,878 

294,178 

United  States  . 

.  Jan. 

.  1S95 

650.827 

101,863 

350.454 

Jan. 

,  1894 

651.014 

100,683 

326,034 

Westchest'r,  N.Y.Jan. 

.  1895 

1.962,892 

368,381 

1,487,050 

Jan. 

,  1894 

1.821,550 

327,471 

1,339.131 

Western   .... 

.  Jan. 

,  1895 

1,642,001 

556,208 

1.668.133 

Jan, 

.  1S94 

1.652,577 

504.743 

1-817,2,54 

Williamsb'KL'ili 

,-  Jan. 

.  iSq.S 

1. 405. ,537 

632.794 

5.84.935 

Jan. 

,  1S94 

1.477.258 

597,390 

562.292 

Life  Insurance. 

The  H.vx(iKi!-ON.— The  first  of 
January  (says  lusurauee  Mafruziue) 
is  the  opportunity  of  the  hanger-on 
in  life  insurance.  The  new  general 
ageut,  the  stranger,  is  his  meat. 
The  new  man  is  in  new  territory, 
among  new  men,  and  he  wants  busi- 
ness, "volume."  The  hanger-on 
knows  this.  He  favorably  impresses 
the  new  general — he  knows  the  bus- 
iness, and  knows  everybody.  The 
h.-o.  gets  an  appointment  and  a 
handsome  advance  of  money.  He 
starts  out  again  as  he  has  started 
every  year.  He  does  business.  He 
writes  big  policies  ou  the  same  old 
set  of  customers  and  takes  their 
notes  for  the  premiums.  These  men 
are  not  able  to  pay  the  notes,  as  the 
hanger-on  very  well  understands. 
But  he  keeps  ou  hustling,  gets  the 
•'volume,"  and  gets  some  good  busi- 
ness with  a  great  deal  of  bad.  For 
some  months  it  looks  well  on  paper, 
and  the  hanger-ou  gets  more  moue,v 
from  the  general.  He  is  flying  high. 
Risks  rejected  by  other  companies 
he  eagerly  takes.  The  game  con- 
tinues through  the  year.  The 
hanger-on  loses  his  place,  as  he  had 
expected,  but  he  is  ready  for  a  new 
general,  a  new  compau,v.  and  a  new 
appointment.  Out  of  eight  or  ten 
morals  we  will  only  draw  oue :  The 
hanger-on  writes  big  policies  on 
paupers,  known  paupers.  Some  of 
the  paupers  disappear.  In  the  re- 
sulting lawsuit  the  company  is 
made  to  pay.  The  guilty  man  here 
is  the  general  who  hired  the  liaiiger- 
ou. 


*United  States  branches'  surplus  is  gross,  including  the 
$200,000  deposit. 


Legislative  meddi.esomenkss  witli 
what  are  essentially  matters  of  pri- 
vate business  and  individual  right 
is  not  ab.solutely  unknown  in  this 
country.  But  it  is  in  the  United 
States,  the  boasted  land  of  freedom, 
where  such  impertinent  interference 
with  private  concerns  is  most  ram- 
pant. A  proposal  to  compulsorily  re- 
duce salaries  in  Insurance  offices  is 
the  latest  Yankee  "notion"  "—a 
notion  prompted,  it  is  pretended,  by 
.si)ecial  regard  for  the  interests  of 
policyholders!  Massachusetts  is  the 
state. — London  Insurance  .lournal. 
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The  Rating  of  Fire  Risks. 

ill  the  latter  pari  of  the  eifrhteeiith  eeiiturv 
(says  Kobt.  Mallett  iu  Norwich  Union  Matja- 
zine)  risks  were  merely  described  as  eomnioii. 
hazardous,  or  double  hazardous,  answering  to 
our  lirst,  second,  or  third  class,  and  roughly 
rated  at  from  2S.  to  2s.  6d.,  3s.  to  5s.,  and  5s.  to 
7s.  6d.  respectively,  exclusive  of  duty.  Any 
risks  not  included  in  these  denominations,  and 
any  insurances  for  more  than  A'3,ik)0  were 
treated  .specially.  This  crude  method  of  deal- 
ing with  tire  insurance  business  may  have 
been  profitable,  so  long  as  the  operations  "of 
the  offices  were  wisely  confined  to  the  risks 
c<imi)rised  under  the  headings  just  mentioned. 
Dciilini!-  with  the  subject  from  a  modern 
standpoint,  however,  one  naturally  wonders 
whether  this  limited  group  could  have  in- 
cluded the  moi'e  hazardous  risks  of  to-day, 
such  as  oil  mills,  cotton  mills,  confectionary 
manufactories,  flax,  jute,  and  hemp  mills, 
dyers,  turkey  red  (stoves),  lace  factories, 
theatres,  organ-builders,  and  many  others  of 
a  similarly  dangerous  nature. 

Those  offices  which  have  at  their  disposal  a 
classified  experience  are  enabled  to  see,  in 
accordance  with  the  method  of  classification 
adopted,  the  loss  or  profit  upon  any  one  risk 
which  has  passed  through  their  books.  This 
is.  no  doubt,  a  certain  indication  of  the  result 
of  that  business  .so  far  as  they  are  concerned  ; 
but  it  cannot  be  reasonably  contended  that 
such  experience  shall  fix  a  universal  rate  for 
any  particular  risk,  because  the  experience  of 
other  offices  on  the  same  risk  may  be  widely 
different.  But  were  the  tariff  offices  to  main- 
tain (for  the  use  of  fire  offices  committee  only) 
a  central  register,  compiled  upon  some  ac- 
cepted principle,  which  shall  record  their 
gross  experience  on  direct  business  of  every 
giv.eu  fire  risk  then  we  should  have  a  univer- 
sal experience,  fixing  a  universal  rate,  and 
l>royiding  a  reasonable  margin  of  profit  to  the 
office  concerned,  and  absolute  security  to  the 
assured. 

Most  likely  many  branch  managers  and 
agents  i-eading  this  article  may  mentally 
ejaculate,  "Yes,  it's  all  very  fine  to  talk 
about  fixing  a  rate ;  the  difficulty  is  to  get  it." 
This  is  a  reasonable  view  enough  to  take,  but 
in  my  judgment,  when  once  the  offices 
definitely  fix  a  rate  for  every  trade,  business, 
and  process  of  manufacture  in  existence,  and 
the  would-be  assured  understand  that  such  a 
i"ate  is  necessary  for  their  joint  security,  then 
the  difficulty  will  be  .surmounted. 

At  this  point  it  would  be  well  to  consider 
upon  what   principles  the  rate  for  any  given 


fire  risk  can  be  fixed.  Two  methods  may  be 
briefly  enunciated.  First,  the  life  of  a  risk, 
which  varies  according  to  construction  and 
contiguity ;  and  second,  the  consen.sus  of  ex- 
perience ujwn  a  ri.sk,  as  previously  mentioned. 
But  there  is  a  third  method.  The  principle 
is  to  fix  the  rate  by  the  amount  insured  com- 
pared with  the  loss  plus  a  percentage  for 
working  expenses  and  profit ;  instead  of  by 
the  premium  compared  with  the  loss  plus  a 
percentage  for  working  expenses.  ■  ' 

Fire    Underwriters'   Association   of  the  Pacific. 

Nineteenth  Annual  Meeting— a  Good  Attknu-. 

ANCE  AND  Ex<:Er,LENT  PAPERS. 

On  February  19  and  20  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  was 
held  in  the  rooms  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Under- 
writers in  San  Francisco.  President  RoUa  V. 
Watt  occupied  the  chair  and  delivered  the 
annual  address.  The  address  and  the  papers 
read  are  spoken  highly  of  by  all  who  were 
present.  There  were  some  new  contributors, 
too,  who  made  a  good  impression.  Several 
papers  covered  new  ground,  and  others,  going 
over  old  ground,  are  declared  to  have  equally 
enlisted  the  interest  and  held  the  attention 
of  the  auditors.  The  program,  as  carried  out, 
was  as  follows : 

Reports:  Secretary  Osboru.  Executive  Com- 
mitteeman Herbert  Folger,  Library  Committee- 
man Wetzlar. 

President's  Address— KoUa  V.Watt. 

Over-insurance  as  a  Cause  of  Fires— C.  F.  Towe, 
Fire  Marshal. 

Little  Fire  Hazards  and  How  to  Prevept  Them— 
F,  H.  Porter,  Manager  Inspection  Burea*^. 

How  to  Inspect  Electrical  Plants  and  Power- 
Houses— Geo.  P.  Low. 

Fire  Insurance  in  Large  Cities— Herbert  Folger. 

Inspections- Ed  Niles. 

Arson  Committee  Work  and  Experiences— Geo. 

E.  Butler. 

Plate-Glass  Insurance— John  R.  Hlllman. 

The  Special  Agent  fi-om  the  Special's  Standpoint 
—Whitney  Palache. 

The  Special  Agent  from  the  Local's  Standpoint — 
Frank  D.  Brown,  Missoula,  Mon. 

Some  Aspects  of  the  Theory  of  Lines— F.  .G. 
Argall. 

Reports  of  Committees.  Election  of  Officers. 
The  California  Knapsack. 

The  officers  elected  for  1895-6  are — Presi- 
dent, V.  C.  Driffield ;  vice-president,  Herbert 
Folger;  secretarv  and  treasurer,  Louis  Wein- 
man.    Executive  committee  :    R.  W.  Osborne, 

F.  J.  Devlin,  J,  T.  Fogarty. 


FoK  the  first  time  in  many  years  the  Lion 
pays  a  dividend ;    but  it  is  only  3  per  cent. 


TH6.    Coast   T^eview. 
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Fire  Underwriters'  Association  Papers. 

Through  the  thoughfulness  of  two  or  three 
contributors,  ami  the  courtesy  of  Secretary 
Weimiiaun  and  Chairman  Osborne  of  the  ex- 
ecutive committee,  the  Coast  Keview  has  been 
able  to  glance  at  a  number  of  papers  read  at 
the  recent  meeting  of  the  Fire  Undei'writers' 
Association  of  the  Pacific,  and  also  to  thrust 
its  editorial  linger  into  the  contents  of  the 
Knapsack.  We  make  a  few  brief  extracts, 
which,  we  warn  the  reader,  do  little  justice 
to  the  papers  as  a  whole.  Some  excellent 
things  were  said,  and  well  said,  though,  of 
course,  "daily  newspaper  English"  is  not 
wholly  absent.  The  Proceedings  of  the  As- 
sociation will  contain  the  papers  in  full,  and 
they,  generally,  will  repay  well  the  time  spent 
in  their  reading.  We  hope  our  few  quotations 
will  stimulate  a  demand  for  copies  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings— a  demand,  by  the  way,  which  Secre- 
tary Weinmann  will  be  glad  to  supply.  Or- 
ders for  copies  should  be  promptly  sent  to  that 
gentleman  or  to  the  ex-secretary,  Mr.  Os- 
borne. 

HKESIDENT    WATT's    ADOKESS. 

After  the  reading  of  the  secretary's,  and 
committees'  reports,  the  president  of  the  asso- 
ciation, RoUa  V.  Watt,  delivered  what  is 
always  styled  -'the  annual  address."  The 
affairs  of  the  association  were  discussed,  and 
various  topics  of  timely  or  perennial  interest 
were  brietiy  referred  to,  such  as  "lines," 
"exposure  charges,"  "buildings  versus 
stocks,"  "maximum  rate,"  "classilicatious," 
"non-intercourse,"  "adjustments,"  etc.  Mr. 
Watt  thinks  the  change  from  monthly  t(i 
quarterly  meetings  was  a  mistake,  as  there 
are  often  matters  of  imixirtance  which  should 
receive  immediate  i-onsideration,  but  which 
lose  interest  before  the  next  quarterly  meet- 
ing. He  prefers  also  the  old  method  of  elect- 
ing new  members.  An  annual  reception  simi- 
lar to  that  given  the  Clerks'  Association  is 
recommended.  We  make  a  few  characteristic 
quotations  from  Mr.  Watt's  address: 

A  careful  study  of  the  proceedings  of  these 
annual  meetings  would  furnish  a  liberal  in- 
surance education  to  any  intelligent  young 
man.  We  indulge  in  theory,  but  our  jjractices 
would  be  very  disjointed  wei-e  it  not  for  the 
theories  behind  them.  Broad  Christian  prin- 
ciples underlie  the  best  results  of  this  or  any 
other  age.  The  lazy  man  has  no  place  in  the 
insurance  business.  We,  as  citizens,  should 
study  the  causes  of  tires  and  seek  to  prevent 
them.  Union  methods  have  deprived  us  of 
self-i'eliance  in   the   matter  of  making  rates. 


As  a  whole,  union  rates  have  yielded  a  fair 
profit,  even  though  that  profit  may  all  have 
been  made  in  certain  favored  localities.  In- 
equality in  rating  builds  up  bad  practices 
and  non-board  companies.  Classification  meth- 
ods have  changed  but  slightly,  and  in  the 
main  the  «ork  goes  on  in  the  same  old  way. 
We  have  lost  in  the  past  ten  years  the  best 
opi»rtunity  that  insurance  men  ever  had  to 
classify  the  whole  business  of  a  department. 
Our  present  system  of  rating  is  inequitable. 
The  rate  .should  always  be  fixed  upon  the 
basis  of  full  insurance.  Those  non-board  com- 
panies which  make  money  do  so.  I  am  con- 
vinced, because  there  are  tariff  associations 
which  maintain  fairly  good  practices  and 
rates,  and  thus  while  conserving  their  own 
interests  make  a  profit  possible  to  other  com- 
panies not  affiliating  with  them. 

rrKK   -MAKSUAl.    IDWE's    I'AI'KK. 

"Overinsurance  as  a  Cause  of  Fires,  "  was 
the  title  of  a  paper  by  Charles  Towe.  When 
he  said,  "Look  especially  to  the  .solicitor,  for 
in  my  experience  ]  have  seen  only  too  often 
that  he  is  after  all  the  one  who  should  be 
prosecuted  for  arson,"  there  was  presented  an 
opportunity  for  the  stenographer  to  bracket 
"sensation."  But  the  fire  marshal  really 
meant  it,  for  he  .said  that  many  times  it  has 
come  to  his  knowledge  that  the  advice  and 
arguments  of  the  solicitor  led  the  insured  into 
temptation  and  finally  brought  him  to  the  bar 
of  justice.  Overinsurance,  said  the  marshal, 
is  the  great  incentive  to  incendiarism,  and 
when  you  have  disposed  of  this  you  have  prac- 
tically solved  the  question.  To  make  overin- 
surani'e  a  crime  would  be  adding  another  dead- 
letter  law  to  our  statutes.  We  must  l(«)k  to 
insurance  men  for  the  remedy.  Teach  your 
solicitors  that  the  value  must  be  a.scertained 
beforehand.  The  mere  unsupported  state- 
ment of  the  insured  should  not  be  taken  .so  un- 
reservedly as  it  now  is.  When  I  have  con- 
sidered that  the  solicitor's  (broker's)  sole 
thought  was  his  commission,  I  have  made  up 
my  miiul  that  he  is  the  genuine  culprit.  The 
story  is  always  the  same:  "My  insurance 
man  forced  me  to  take  out  that  amount  of  in- 
surance," He  tells  the  same  stoi'y  to  the 
jury.  What  wonder  that  the  fire  marshal 
has  hard  work  to  convict.  A  i-ecent  case : 
Saloon-keeper  insured  for  i^loo,  though  the 
place  had  just  been  bought  for  ■S450.  Also  in- 
sured cash  register,  though  he  never  had  one. 
He  said:  "The  insurance  .solicitor  told  me  to 
do  it,  and  said  he  would  take  care  of  me  when 
the  fire  came." 
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KXPEKIENCE   OK   THE   AKSON     COMM ITTEK. 

Geo.  E.  Butler  pave  an  iuterestiiiK  sum- 
mary, or  rather  a  few  striking  details,  of  the 
work  of  the  arson  coininittee  of  which  he  has 
been  i-hairnian  for  many  years.  Ou  the  ^uth 
of  January,  1875,  a  resolution  was  passed  by 
the  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters,  authoriziui;- 
the  committee  on  arson  to  offer  a  rewai'd  not 
exceeding  .$1,000.  for  the  arrest  and  eonvietion 
of  an  incendiary.  The  committee  has  fixed 
the  sum  offered  to  suit  each  individual  case, 
and  no  reward  is  offered  except  at  the  written 
desii-e  of  a  contributor  to  the  ai-son  fund. 
Evei-y  purjwse  has  seemingly  been  attained 
by  the  offer  of  sums  ranging  from  $100  to  $350. 
There  is  no  standing  reward.  The  Board  of 
Fire  Underwriters  has  no  wish  to  supersede 
the  regular  action  of  the  laws.  The  reward 
is  only  intended  to  stimulate  the  exertion  of 
the  law  officers.  Generally  speaking,  the 
publication  of  a  reward  acts  as  a  deterrent  to 
criminals.  Only  once  in  the  history  of  the 
arson  committee  has  it  made  a  request  for 
compensation  where  there  was  no  fire  nor  at- 
tempt. This  was  a  curious  case.  A  very 
large  amount  of  insurance  had  been  obtained 
on  entirely  un.salable  property.  The  informer 
was  rewarded.  During  nineteen  years  end- 
ing April,  1894,  535  rewai'ds  wei-e  offered,  in 
the  sum  of  JI234.350,  of  whicli  -$27,850,  was  paid 
on  82  convictions.  The  average  sentence  was 
for  six  years. 

PL.^TE   (il.ASS     ISsrUAXCE. 

"What  is  it?"  asks  and  answers  John  It. 
Hillman.  He  said:  It  is  insurance  against 
loss  by  accidental  breakage  of  plate  glass,  but 
does  not  cover  window  or  crystal  glass.  Lat- 
terly the  companies  agi'ee  to  make  good  unto 
the  assured  all  loss  or  damage  to  the  glass 
covered,  the  company  reserving  the  right  to 
pay  the  value  or  replace  the  broken  glass. 
The  latter  course  is  now  generally  adopted. 
The  assured  is  thereby  saved  the  annoyance 
and  risk  of  ordering  a  duplicate  plate  from  the 
East  or  Europe.  If  bent  glass  is  broken,  a 
frame  pattern  must  be  shipped  to  Europe,  and 
the  duplicate  is  returned  by  sea  at  a  cost  of 
from  .$750  to  ¥900.  The  company  is  responsible 
for  the  accidental  breakage  of  glass,  malicious 
breaking,  and  when  broken  by  drunken  men, 
by  the  settling  of  buildings,  etc. ;  but  not  by 
fli-e,  riot,  military  or  usurped  power,  earth- 
quakes, explosion.  Mirrors  are  also  unsur- 
able,  but  the  particular  kind  of  glass  must  be 
stated.  In  case  of  breakage  the  insurance 
ceases,  and  does  not  cover  the  new  plate  until 
so  endorsed,  and  then  only  after  the  glass  has 


been  set.  A  pro  rata  premium  is  charged  to 
the  expiration  of  the  policy.  Kates  range 
from  3  to  5  per  cent.  Companies  on  this  Coast 
(jperate  under  a  compact.  Companies  do  not 
agree  to  replace  a  glass  of  any  particular 
thickness,  all  glass  being  bought  as  quarter- 
glass  (4-i6tlis).  Sometimes  it  is  thicker,  and 
sumetinies  thinner,  owing  to  grinding  down 
to  remove  defects.  The  broken  pieces  are 
salvage. 

Sl'ECIAl.    FUOM    special's    POINT   OK    VIEW. 

Whitney  Palache  discussed  this  subject. 
In  the  course  of  his  paper  he  said :  The  quali- 
ties required  for  success  in  this  position  are 
the  same  that  command  success  in  any  busi- 
ness or  profession,  namely,  industry,  integritj' 
and  intelligence.  Hard  work  is  the  first  re- 
quirement in  almost  any  undertaking.  In  his 
absence  from  the  immediate  supervision  of 
his  superior  officers,  and  in  the  removal  of 
restraints,  which  follows  a  life  of  ti'avel,  the 
special  agent  needs  moral  strength  and  cour- 
age. His  temptation  is  much  more  to  sins  of 
omission  than  to  those  of  commission.  It  is 
too  often  easy  to  content  one's  self  with  super- 
ficial work.  Often  the  special  is  fatigued 
with  a  long  trip;  finally  his  duties  seem 
trivial  and  unimportant.  His  best  guide  to 
duty  is  to  ask  himself  what  he  would  expect 
uf  the  special,  under  the  circumstances,  if  he 
were  the  manager.  The  work  of  the  special 
calls  for  common  sense  and  the  ability  to 
think  quickly.  Upon  the  manager  rests  a 
heavy  responsibility.  Too  often  the  special  is 
left  with  too  little  discretion.  The  manager 
can  not  expect  thoughtful,  intelligent  work 
unless  he  leaves  some  scape  for  independent 
thought  and  action.  His  aim  should  be  to 
make  the  special  agent  think  for  himself. 
The  best  results  can  not  be  obtained  when 
the  manager  and  special  treat  each  other  "at 
arm's  length." 

LITTLE    KIKE    IIAZAKDS. 

F.  H.  Porter,  of  the  inspection  bureau,  is 
well  qualified  to  write  ou  this  subject,  and  to 
offer  suggestions  as  to  how  to  prevent  the  .lit- 
tle fires.  Mr.  Porter  said :  A  majority  of 
little  fires  ai-e  to  be  attributed  to  compara- 
tively few  causes,  the  leading  one  being 
matches.  Kecently  the  "researches"  by  a 
small  boy.  under  a  bed,  after  a  lost  nickel, 
cost  a  company  #150.  Other  causes  are  upset 
or  exploded  coal-oil  lamps,  sparks  from  chim- 
neys, defective  construction,  cigars  and  ciga- 
rettes. Many  so-called  lamp  explosions,  I  am 
convinced,  are  merely  upsets.  Curling  irons 
cause  more  fires  than  is  generally   supposed. 


The  Coast  IIei'ihiv. 


10- 


A  new  lamp  danger  arises  from  the  fashion- 
able banquet  or  piano  lamp  with  large  inflam- 
mable shade.  The  metal  frames  supporting- 
these  shades  are  often  soldered  together,  and 
the  heat  melts  the  solder.  Fires  from  defect- 
ive construction  almost  invariably  arise  from 
lx)or  workmanship.  In  fireplaces  built  across 
a  corner,  an  additional  hazard  comes  from  the 
necessity  of  turning  the  flue  sideways  in 
order  to  reach  the  chimney.  Wooden  candle- 
sticlis,  of  which  no  fewer  than  nine  out  of  ten 
will  take  Are  if  left  burning,  iwrtable  gas- 
stoves,  the  exhaust  pipes  of  gas  engines,  and 
swinging  gas  jets,  all  contribute  their  quota 
of  small  fires.  When  rubber  tubes  are  used 
in  connecting  gas-stoves,  if  any  air  enters  at 
the  point  where  the  tube  tits  over  the  gas 
pipe,  there  is  danger  that  when  the  stove  is 
lighted  it  will  also  light  back  to  the  point 
where  the  air  enters.  If  then  the  gas  be 
turned  off  at  the  stove  only,  as  frequently  hap- 
pens, instead  of  where  the  gas  enters  the 
tube,  the  tube  is  quickly  burned  off,  and  a 
lively  lire  results.  Two  tires  in  San  Francisco 
were  started  this  way. 

IXSI'E(  TICINS. 

This  was  the  title  of  a  readable  though 
technical  paper  by  Edward  Niles.  The  "in- 
telligent principles"'  for  conducting  an  insur- 
ance business  are  hinted  at  as  follows  :  Man- 
agement not  dogmatic.  Compact  obligations 
observed.  Local  agents  treated  courteously, 
but  strictly  held  to  their  duties.  Promjit  re- 
mittance of  collections  enforced.  Special 
agents  not  encouraged  to  make  complaints  of 
other  offices,  and  are  expected  to  keep  their 
own  skirts  clear.  Lines  I'arried  in  proportion 
to  general  income.  Prohibited  list  small  but 
invulnerable.  Orders  for  cancellation  im- 
perative. Inspectors,  like  the  Arctic  regions. 
are  designed  for  exploring  purposes  only. 
The  nicely  colored  diagrams  all  look  alike,  but 
there's  often  a  big  difference  in  buildings  of 
the  same  size  and  material.  The  first  quartz 
mill  I  inspected  .seemed,  to  my  verdant  eyes, 
very  hazardous,  owing  to  the  large  amount  of 
dust  in  the  mill — .some  places  a  half-inch  deep. 
Reasoning  from  a  flour-mill  basis,  1  was  pained 
to  see  such  carelessness.  I  spoke  totlie  super- 
intendent about  it,  and  the  rude  man  laughed 
in  my  face.  "Why,"  said  he,  "that's  all 
metalic  dust,  and  you  can't  burn  it."  One 
point  to  be  remembered  by  the  young  special 
is  that  no  advantage  results  from  telling  one's 
business  to  other  special  agents.  It  doesn't 
help  matters  to  get  angry  with  obtuse  prop- 
erty-owners. It  is  discouraging  to  cancel  a 
risk    and     not    have     it     burn     immediately. 


Twenty-four  classes  of  hazards  are  di.scussed 
by  Mr.  N.  in  his  paper. 

THE   THEOKV    OF    LINKS. 

"Some  Aspects  of  the  Theory  of  Lines"  re- 
ceived the  thoughtful  attention  of  F.  G. 
Argall.  Wc  briefly  quote:  It  is  worthy  of 
note  that  the  science  of  lines  is  almost  com- 
pletely ignored  by  what  may  be  termed  ovu- 
educational  literature.  It  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  much  discussed  in  even  such  repre- 
sentative publications  as  the  Monitor  or  Coast 
Review,  unless,  perhaps,  in  the  older  num- 
bers. There  is  nothing  bearing  on  it  in  any 
of  the  standard  text-books.  In  no  department 
of  an  underwriter's  duties,  however,  is  there 
a  better  opening  for  the  profitable  exercise  of 
judgment  than  in  the  handling  of  lines.  We 
have  here  to-day  representatives  of  offices 
which  stake  their  faith  on  large  lines,  and  do 
not  hesitate  to  freely  advei'tise  the  fact ; 
while  others  of  us  have  been  educated  to  a 
firm  belief  in  small  lines  as  our  guiding  pi'in- 
ciple.  When  experts  differ  to  such  an  extent 
on  so  material  a  matter — and,  be  it  specially 
noted,  all  make  money,  who  shall  presiune  to 
lay  down  the  law  with  any  confidence  J  The 
laws  of  average  are  far  from  consistent  in 
their  results,  unless  they  have  a  much  larger 
field  of  operation  than  the  insurance  business 
usually  permits.  The  aggregate  cash  capital 
of  all  the  insurance  companies  transacting 
business  in  the  state  of  New  York  amounts  to 
less  than  $100,000,000.  There  are  several 
cities  in  this  country  where  the  burning  of 
comparatively  limited  areas  would  cost  the 
companies  more  than  this  simi.  I  confess  I  am 
unable  to  see  any  connection  between  lines 
and  capital.  To  my  mind,  lines  must  be  based 
on  one  thing  only,  viz  :  premium  i-evenue. 

OK(i ANIZATIOX    UPOX    HKIIADKH    LINES. 

V.  Carus  Driffield  makes  a  plea  for  organiza- 
tiou  on  a  broader  basis,  supporting  under- 
writers' interests  in  general,  because  insm*- 
ance  is  so  closely  interwoven  with  commerce 
and  with  finance  that  it  is  affected  by  outside 
causes.  I  think  it  may  be  accepted  as  a  fact, 
.said  Mr.  Driffield,  that  insurance  men,  as  a 
class,  are  peculiarly  wrapped  up  in  their  own 
business.  In  business  matters  they  rarely 
show  much  interest  in  anything  that  does  not 
pertain  to  their  own  profession.  When  we  re- 
gard the  immensity  of  the  financial  interests 
represented  by  insurance  corporations — second 
only,  in  the  United  States,  to  those  repre- 
sented by  railroad  corporations— it  must  be 
apparent  that  a  strange  and  unwarranted 
apathy  is  displayed  by  us   in  the  conservation 
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of  those  interests  by  <i  more  active  jwrtici- 
l>at ion  in  the  affairs  of  state.  Insurani'e  men 
are  profoundly  eoneeriied  in  grood  {roveriinient. 
yet  do  we  hear  of  any  organized  efforts  on  our 
part  to  l)rintr  about  the  desired  results;  As  a 
body  we  ]H)ssess  no  power  in  iH>liticaI  matters. 
we  eominand  litth'  respect,  nor  do  we  inspire 
with  fear  tliose  who  make  it  their  business  to 
l)rey  uiKJn  corporate  interests.  Instead  of 
waitinp  to  light  inimical  measures  in  the 
legislature,  would  it  not  be  wiser  to  exert  our 
united  intlueuceand  ix)wer  in  the  election.s. 
and  see  to  it  that  no  professed  antafjonist  is 
l)laceil  in  a  iiosition  to  later  do  us  harm;  We 
should  participate  as  a  body  in  i)ublic  affairs, 
and  should  heartily  sui)i)ort  such  euteriirises 
as  the  Nicaragua  canal,  the  San  Joaquin  rail- 
road, etc. 

(  AI.IKDKXTA    KNArsA(  K. 

An  annua!  publication  this — a  ■■sack"  never 
heard  of  in  Sacramento — whose  contents  re- 
fresh weary  insurance  soldiers  the  world  over. 
Geo.  F.  Grant,  chief,  and  Ed.  Niles,  associate 
chief  of  the  <-ommissary  department.  Editor 
(Jrant  be^riiis  mournfully  :  "Ynu  mig-ht  as  well 
ask  me  to  tiy  as  to  request  something  fuunv 
for  the  Knapsack  'this  year."  We  furnish 
the  "small-caps."'  It  has  been  a  serious  .sea- 
son. Still  "the  boys"  have  done  very  well, 
and  the  provender  in  the  Knapsack  is  good 
and  toothsome.  There  is  no  occasion  for  an 
apology.     Here  is  one  sample  : 

I  met  a  local  agent  who  represented  our 
president  in  an  Oregon  town.  Said  he:  ■■! 
am  surprised  to  find  that  my  manager,  far 
from  being  the  strict  churchman  I  had  sup- 
posed, is  no  better  than  he  should  be.  Why, 
he  is  actually  profane  in  corresjwndence :  and 
that,  I  hold  to  be  inexcusable."  I  stopped 
him  and  demanded  proof.  The  letter  ran 
something  like  this:  "We  feel  that  it  is  high 
time  to  hear  fi"om  your  agency.  We  find  on 
looking  over  the  expiration  book,  that  we 
have  not  had  a  D.  K.  from  you  in  three 
months."  This  worldly  agent  had  construed 
the  D.  to  mean  dash,  and  the  K.,  risk. 

Here  is  another  sample,  which  fills  our  limit 
of  space : 

It  was  a  small  town,  and  he  was  young  but 
earnest  when  appointed  local  agent.  He  soon 
mastered  the  rate  book,  and  insured  his  broth- 
er's stock.  The  brother  strongly  objected  to 
the  high  rate,  and  produced  last  year's  policy. 
It  was  no  use:  rules  are  rules,  aud  the  mini- 
mum rate  book  contained  these  words :  rate 
on  building,  1.60;  rate  on  contents,  1.80.  The 
total  of  the.se  figures  is  3.40,  and  the  brother 
had  to  pay  that  rate  or  fight.    And  he  paid. 


'  The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co. 

TUKMKNOuus  (i.MNs -Income.  (Ivkr  Fouk  Mil,- 
I, IONS  A  Month-  Death  Claims  Paid,  One  Mii,- 
i.K^N  \  Month— Total  Assets  Ovek  Two  Hitn" 

DKED   AND  Fonil   MILLIONS. 

When  anybody  .speaks  of  •■TiiK  Mutual 
Life"  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  which  com- 
pany is  referred  to.  There  are  several  "Mu- 
tual'Life"  companies,  generally  with  a  local 
prefix,  but  there  is  only  one  the  Mutual  Life.. 
It  is  the  largest  insurance  company  in  the 
world— The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of 
New  York.  It  is  the  largest  financial  institu- 
tion, too. 

This  great  company  presents  a  surprise  in 
its  anuual  statement,  for,  considering  the  de- 
pression in  the  business  world,  the  extraor- 
dinary gains  made  could  hardly  have  been  ex- 
pected, fjlance  at  these  wonderful  gains  :  In 
premiums,  *2.52S,S2,s:  in  surplus,  *4,576,7i9:  in 
income,  over  *6,ooo,ooo:  in  assets,  nearly  JiS,- 
000,000:  in  in.surance  in  force,  nearly  $52,000, - 
000.  This  is  a  unique  record  :  it  is  without  a 
parallel. 

Here  are  the  striking  totals  of  this  world- 
famous  company's  annual  statement,  printed 
elsewhei-e  .  As.sets.  -*2o4,638,784 :  sui-plus,  $22,- 
529,327:  premiums,  *36, 123, 163,  the  largest  in- 
surance premium  income  in  the  world,  as  well 
as  the  largest  assets:  insurance  in  force,  8855,- 
207,778:  paid  policyholders  last  year,  over  $21,- 
000,000,  the  largest  sum  ever  paid  by  any  in- 
surance company  in  any  one  year. 

In  the  last  ten  years  the  assets  of  the  Muttial 
Life  have  doubled  in  amount,  the  pr^jnium  in- 
come has  increased  160  per  cent,  and  the  in- 
surance in  force  has-risen  from  !?377,622,02i  to 
-^855,207,778.  A.  B.  Forbes  &  Son,  as  every- 
body knows,  represent  the  Mutual  Life  in  this 
field.  In  California,  the  figures  of  which  alone 
are  now  accessible,  the  Mutual  Life  stands  at 
the  head  in  premium  income,  insurance  in 
force,  and  in  claims  paid. 


New  Yokk  city  fire  premiums  for  last,  half 
of  '94  were  $4, 107,258,  a  gain  of  ?i  12,000,  as 
compared  with  a  gain  of  ^^5 12,000  in  the  pre- 
vious year  in  the  same  time.  The  Lloyds 
gained  all  the  gain  made  last  year.  So  New 
York  business  for  stock  companies  shows  no 
gain  for  the  half  year,  and  a  relative  falling- 
off  of  some  »>4oo,ooo.  Editor  Hayden  should 
tackle  these  figures  when  next  he  tries  to 
figure  from  New  York  figures  that  there  are 
no  hard  times  in  the  country. 

Oe  the  American  Employers'  Liability  the 
Coast   Review  just   a   year  ago   said:     "The 
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American  Employers'  Liability  began  business 
on  a  borrowed  name.  This  was  a  bad  begin- 
ning' which  so  far  has  no  assurance  of  a  good 
ending.  The  ixtlicyholders  buy  cheap  liability 
in.surance,  and  with  it  a  liability  to  unsatis- 
factory settlements."  And  now  the  company 
is  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver. 


The  Northwest  F.  b  M.  Ins.  Co.  Retires. 

The  fire  insurance  outlook  in  this  field  for 
the  next  few  months  was  not  promising 
enough  to  suit  the  stockholders  of  the  North- 
west of  Portland,  and  they  therefore  re.soh'ed 
to  close  up  its  affairs  as  speedily  as  possible. 
To  give  ample  time  for  the  disposal  of  its  as- 
sets without  sacrifice,  the  company  was 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver,  F.  H.  AUis- 
ton,  and  arrangements  were  made  with  the 
Fireman's  Fund  to  take  up  the  policies  of  the 
Northwest.  A  number  of  companies,  besides, 
have  offered  to  take  up  the  Portland  com- 
pany's policies  for  the  return  premiums.  It  is 
announced  that  all  claims  against  the  company 
will  be  met  in  time,  and  that  the  i-eceiver 
will  dispose  of  the  assets  as  fast  as  they  can 
be  turned  into  cash  at  a  fair  value. 

A  Nevada  Adjustment. 

Contribution  to  the  "Knapsack,  "  Re.4d  at 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Fire  Under- 
writers'   ASSOCHTION    OF  the    PACIFIC,  SAN 

Fr.'^ncisco.  February  20,  1895. 

Some  say  special  work  is  hard  and  that 
experience  is  necessary  for  success  in  that 
line.  1  made  my  first  trip  last  week,  wrote 
up  some  new  business,  adjusted  a  loss  and 
found  it  easy.  I  suppose  there  is  a  difference 
in  men,  but  I'm  a  student.  I've  i-ead  the  rate 
books  from  One  to  Four,  and  all  of  the  Pacific 
Insurance  Union  circulars,  including  those  that 
didn't  go.  I  know  "Lowden's"  Adjustment 
of  Book  Losses  by  heart,  and  have  studied  the 
Kinne  Rule  over  and  over,  but  O !  I  hope  I 
will  never  have  to  adjust  a  loss  where  the  pol- 
icies don't  read  alike.  If  there's  anything  in 
Tiffany.  Griswold  or  Hine  I'm  not  posted  on. 
it  must  be  in  later  editions  than  mine.  I've 
even  read  the  Otey  Manual  clear  through,  in- 
cluding the  dedication  and  diagrams.  So. 
when  the  manager  called  me  up  from  the 
supply  department  and  started  me  on  a  special 
trip,  I  was  sure  I'd  succeed  because  I  had  the 
theory  down  line  and  all  I  had  to  do  was  to 
apply  it.  I  didn't  travel  far,  but  I  may  go  out 
again  next  summer  and  stay  longer. 

First  I  went  to  Elko,  arriving  there  .Tan- 
uary  t,.  Agent  Jones  gave  me  $2,000  on  the 
"Diamond    Hotel."     On    the  fifth    the    hotel 


burned.  That  was  too  bad.  for  it  .set  a  splen- 
did table.  I  don't  know  why  they  did  not 
get  me  to  adjust  that  loss. 

Then  I  went  to  Be-owa-we  and  took  the 
-stage  for  Weeping  Water  station,  30  miles 
west.  There  I  appointed  .T.  Wesley  Ferguson 
agent.  He  is  also  postmaster,  justice  of  the 
peace,  notai\v  public,  stage  agent,  express 
agent,  and  has  a  cattle  range  of  3,700  aci-es 
near  the  station.  I  insured  his  dwelling 
hou.se  and  .showed  him  how  to  make  the  rate 
under  Book  4. 

''First,''  I  .said,  ''the  basis  is  .seventy-five 
cents." 

"As  low  as  that;"  asked  the  new  agent. 

■'Yes;  but  that's  on  each  hundred  doUai's. 
you  know." 

"All  right,"  said  Ferguson. 

"Then  for  deficiencies  we  add  seventy-five 
cents." 

"What's  that  for;" 

"Isn't  there  an  old  silk  hat  stuck  through  a 
broken  window  upstairs  f" 

"Yes." 

"Well,  you  can  see  by  the  book  that  we 
have  to  charge  seventy-five  cents  for  a  stove- 
pipe through  the  side,  window  or  roof." 

"Correct,"  said  Ferguson. 

"Now  for  the  exposure  charges." 

"The  dwelling  stands  alone."  said  the 
agent:  ''there's  no  other  building  neai'er  than 
two  miles." 

"Hold  on,"  said  I,  pleasantly;  "we  must  go 
by  the  book.  For  frame  dwelling  house 
.situate  two  miles  east  of  .said  dwelling,  on 
said  ranch,  fifty  cents,  and  for  frame  private 
barn  situate  on  said  ranch  three  miles  west, 
fifty  cents." 

"Are  they  exposures  when  they  are  .so  far 
away?"  asked  the  agent. 

"Well,"  I  answered;  "to  be  fair  and  .square 
with  you,  I  don't  think  them  very  dangerous, 
even  in  a  strong  wind,  but  we  have  to  charge 
for  them  just  the  same,  for  the  rule  says : 
'  Charge  for  every  other  building  in  the 
range'." 

"That's  all  right,"  said  Forg\ison.  "I. see 
you  know  your  business." 

"Any  objections  to  my  adding  the  "ad- 
juster's clause' ;"  I  asked. 

"No,"  he  replied,  "everything goes.  You're 
pretty  good  on  addition,  old  man;  add  any- 
thing you  want." 

So  I  wrote  $2,000  on  his  dwelling  for  five 
years,  annual  rate  two  and  a  half,  tei-m  rate 
seven  and  a  half,  premium  $150,  and  then  went 
to  Reno,  where  I  made  my  first  adjustment. 
The   policy  covered  $500  on  a  frame  dwelling 
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hoiiso,  $300011  household  furniture  and  *2oo  on 
one  violin. 

The  assured  was  a  pi-ofcssional  musician, 
well  known  in  Keno,  a  distinguished  violinist, 
and  appeared  to  be  a  man  of  superior  educa- 
tion. Everything'  checked  up  all  risrht  until  I 
came  to  the  violin. 

"Professor."  1  said  "that  must  have  been  a 
tine  fiddle  of  yours  to  have  had  *20o  insurance 
on  it.     Where  did  you  buy  it;"' 

"It  was  left  me  by  my  fathei',"  he  replied, 
and  the  tears  came  to  his  eyes.  "It  had  been 
in  our  family  for  many  years." 

When  he  said  this  I  knew  I  had  him.  but  I 
never  changed  countenance  and  continued : 
"What  did  you  value  it  at ;" 

"It  was  priceless.  I  refused  *4, 000  for  it.  It 
was  insured  for  a  trifling  sum  for  I  never  ex- 
[lected  a  lire." 

"What  make  was  it ;" 

"A  genuine  Rtradivarius.  and  was  inscribed 
'Antonius  Stradivarius  Faciebat.  Creniotia. 
1771".  " 

"Who  was  Paciebai;"  I  asked.  "One  of 
the  Arm;" 

He  looked  at  me  wearily  and  answered. 
"Faciebat  is  Latin  for  -he  made  it."  The  vio- 
lin was  made  by  the  great  Stradivarius  at 
Cremona,  Italy,  in  1771." 

"In  1771  and  this  is  189=;.  Then  it  was  a 
hundi'ed  and  twenty-four  years  old.  and  we 
supposed  we  were  insuring  a  new.  first-class 
violin.  Of  course  you  dnn"t  make  any  claim 
on  that  item,  professor;" 

"Why  not '." 

"Look  here.""  said  1;  '"See  what  Tiffany 
says;""  and  I  pulled  the  book  on  him.  "'Musi- 
cal instruments  depreciate  annually  5  per 
cent.  You  can  figure  the  depreciation  your- 
self, professor.  A  hundred  and  twenty-four 
years  at  five  per  cent,  a  year  leaves  no  value, 
and  Griswold  says:  •Where  thei'e"s  no  value 
there's  no  lia'oility"."" 

•'But — ■'  said  the  professor. 

"Tiffany,"  said  I— 

"D — n  your  Tiffany  and  Griswold.  too.'"  said 
the  professor:  "was  there  ever  such  an  idiot ;"" 

"Do  you  mean  me  ;""  said  1. 

"Never  mind,  sir.""  he  replied.  ••I'U  write  to 
the  company."" 

"Very  well.""  1  answered,  and  left  him. 
But  I  never  understood  why  the  company 
finally  paid  him  a  total  loss. 

TtiF.  .loNK.Ai  x  P(iisoN-iNi;  C.\sE.— The  trial 
of  Madame  Jtmeaux  at  Antwerp,  on  the  charge 
of  having  ]X)isoned  her  sister  and  brother-in- 
law  and  uncle,  for  life  insurance  monev,  ended 


in  her  conviction,  on  all  three  charges.  The 
murderess  was  .sentenced  to  death,  but  the 
king  of  Belgium  is  opposed  to  the  death  pen- 
alty. The  Knglish  reporter  .speaks  of  "the 
chattering  and  laughter""  of  the  spectators  "a 
minute  01- two"  after  the  return  of  a  verdict 
which  iiniilied  the  public  "execution"  of  the 
accused. 

The  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co. 

Increase  in  Assets,  in  PuEMitrJis,  and  in  Sur- 
plus. 

The  forty-ninth  annual  statement  of  this 
great  Hartford  life  insurance  company  pre- 
sents the  usual  evidences  of  economical  man- 
agement and  of  perfect  tinancial  condition. 
Size  and  growth  are  always  held  to  be  sub- 
ordinate to  the  real  intei-ests  of  the  ix)licy- 
holders.  but  the  Connecticut  Mutual  never- 
theless continues  to  grow  aud  increase  in 
accumulations  and  .surplus  without  the  em- 
ployment of  ambitious  methods  which  might 
easily  add  largely  to  growth  and  size.  The 
conservative  policy  of  the  company  in  this 
respect  is  very  clearly  defined :  and  the  re- 
sults of  that  jwlicy  are  unquestionably  satis- 
factory to  the  policyholders  themselves. 

The  expense  account  last  year  was  only  9  94 
per  cent,  of  the  income.  The  death  losses 
were  S^Ss.ooo  less  than  anticipated  by  table 
rates.  The  dividends  paid  were  larger  than 
in  1893,  but,  notwithstanding  this  fact,  the 
surplus  also  increased  nearly  half  a  million. 
The  assets  gained  some  Sgoo.ooo.  Gains  were 
made  in  premiums  and  in  total  income. 

The  Connecticut  Mutual  has  66,Tfoo  jwlicy- 
holders,  *62, 235, 000. assets.  :?6,876.ooo  surplus, 
and  an  annual  income  of  *8,ooo,ooo.  It  is  one 
of  the  leading  life  insurance  companies  of  the 
world.  In  this  tield  A.  K.  P.  Harmon.  .Ir..  is 
district  superintendent,  with  headquarters 
in  the  Mills  building.  San  Francisco.  F.  R. 
Noyes  is  general  agent.  Mr.  Harmon  was  re- 
cently appointed  to  his  present  position,  after 
serving  the  company  very  acceptably  as  as- 
sistant district  superintendent. 


The  Review  of  London  rejoices  because 
there  is  no  "state  supervision"  in  Britain. 
Our  contemiwrary  in  one  issue  declared  that 
the  English  board  of  trade  "supervision""  was 
far  superior,  and  in  every  way  perfect ;  and 
in  another  issue  it  roundly  denounced  the 
boai'd  of  trade  for  licensing  a  fraudulent  £1,000 
local  life  insurance  company  which  parades  big 
"sub.scribed  capital"  figures.  The  Review 
evidently  think.s.  with  our  Emerson,  that 
"consistencv  is  the  bug-bear  of  small  minds." 
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Items. 

Maine  ha.s  repealed  its  aiit-i-foiiipaet 
law. 

A  recent  ar.son  reward  offered  by  the 
National  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  is 
the  sum  of  *i,ooo. 

Atvident  notes  in  our  eonteniporaries 
are  chiefly  restricted  to  the  mention  of 
assessment  associations. 

Cancellation  and  cutting  has  been  the 
order  of  the  day  at  Ogden,  followed  by 
cuttinji-  and  cancellation. 

The  larg-est  and  most  sui-cessful  of 
Continental  re-insurance  companies  is. 
nodoubt,  the  Munich. —Review,  London. 

The  Fraker  case  was  settled  on  a  basis 
of  89  percent,  and  a  part  of  the  expenses 
of  litig-ation.  The  body  has  never  been 
recovered. 

Professor  Wni.  P.  Stewart,  actuary 
and  instructor  of  agents  for  the  Mutual 
Life  of  New  York,  has  been  invited  by 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  to  pay  that  city  a  visit,  as  the 
g-uest  of  the  organization. 

In  the  adjoining  colunm  is  a  list  of 
state  insurance  officials.  Changes,  how- 
ever, soon  take  place  in  Kansas, 
Connecticut,  Pennsylvania  and  else- 
where, in  obedience  to  the  law  of  polit- 
ical gravity.  The  ofticlal  persimmon 
must  take  a  tumble. 


Denver  Specials'  Schedule. 
Denver  has  a  mercantile  schedule.     A 
co-insurance  clau.se  for  some  stated  per- 
centage Is   to   be   in  every  policy.     The 
rules  are 

Rule— On  buildings:  Deduct  I'/i  of  i  per 
cent,  of  rate  for  each  per  cent,  of  stipulateU 
co-iusurance  in  excess  of  50  per  cent,  not  ex- 
ceeding 15  per  cent,  in  all. 

Rule— On  stock:  Deduct  %  of  i  percent,  of 
rate  for  each  i  per  cent,  of  stipulated  co-insur- 
ance in  excess  of  50  per  cent,  not  exceeding 
7 '2  per  cent,  in  all. 

If  insurance  is  less  than  50  per  cent,  of 
value  add  i  per  cent,  of  rate  for  each  i  per 
cent,  that  the  insurance  is  less  than  50  per 
cent,  of  value. 

The  basis  rate  on  a  standard  building 
in  Denver  is  35  cents.  For  "adverse 
legislation"  ten  per  cent,  is  added. 
The  Universal  Mercantile  Schedule  is 
followed  throughout. 
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The  Qerman-American  Insurance  Company. 

UAISS   IN   PKK.Mir.MS,   Sl'HI'I.rS   AND  ASSKTS. 

Au  interest iiifT  reiKU't  lu  detiiil  of  this  sue- 
t-essful  New  York  i-ompaiiy's  present  condi- 
tion and  business  of  last  year  appears  on  a 
colored  pafre  in  this  number  of  the  Coast  Re- 
view. The  German- American  makes  a  hand- 
some showinjr.     It  always  does. 

The  assets  are  ^.240.099,  a  train  of  ?242.7oo. 
Tlie  net  surplus  is  $1,856,375,  a  g-ain  of  nearly 
$201,000.  Add  the  big  capital,  and  the  surplus 
for  the  protection  of  policyholders  is  nearly 
three  millions. 

The  premium  income  la.st  year  was  $3,154.- 
0o,  a  train  of  some  $134,000.  Both  loss  and  ex- 
pense ratios  were  below  the  average.  The 
total  income  was  $3,396,185,  while  the  total 
losses  and  expenses  were  $454,000  less. 

The  German-American  was  org-anized  in  1872. 
and  its  growth  and  prosperity,  we  believe, 
are  without  a  parallel  in  the  tire  insurance 
world,  in  a  like  number  of  years. 

The  Hacitic  Coast  department  is  only  some 
four  years  old,  but  it  already  ranks  well  up 
among  the  leaders,  with  $235,000  premium  in- 
come, and  an  average  loss  ratio  within  the 
general  average.  Geo.  H.  Tyson  is  the  gen- 
eral agent.  As  compared  with  a  number  of 
other  companies,  the  Coast  department  is  re- 
stricted, not  including  Montana,  Wyoming, 
Colorado  and  New  Mexico.  Only  the  older 
American  companies  exceed  the  German- 
American  in  Coast  business:  and  it  stands 
eighth  in  total  premium  income. 

Boai-d  of  Fire  Underwriters  of  the  Pacific  Pledge. 

I  hereby  agree  with  each  and  all  of  the 
signers  of  this  agreement  to  observe  in  good 
faith,  without  evasion  or  mental  reservation 
of  any  kind,  all  of  the  provisitms  of  the  con- 
stitution and  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Board  of  Kire  Underwriters  of  the  Pacific  as 
they  now  are  or  may  be  hereafter  consti- 
tutionally amended,  holding  myself  faithfully 
to  the  spirit  as  well  as  to  the  letter  of  this 
agreement.  My  signature  is  also  understood 
as  binding  upon  my  asscx'iates  in  management, 
.special  agents  and  all  other  employees  of  my 
otWce.  Also  that  I  will  not  regai'd  myself  as 
relieved  from  any  obligation  assumed,  not- 
withstanding the  violation  of  su<-h  obligation 
by  another  member,  except  \i\mu  written 
resignation  sent  not  less  than  fourteen  days 
nor  more  than  twenty-one  days  after  service 
of  written  notice  of  my  intention  to  resign, 
and  until  after  all  assessments  shall  have 
been  paid,  except  that  upon  demand  agreed 


uixm  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  entire  niember- 
sliip,  such  vote  being  eonlirmed  at  a  subse- 
quent meeting  not  less  than  five  days  later, 
my  name  may  be  stricken  from  the  roll  with- 
out further  notice. 

Life  Notes. 
Any   .solicitor,  any  comiiany,  can  write  vol- 
umes of  business  that  won't  stick. 

lu  the  advertising  department,  page  20,  we 
print  a  Coast  life  insurance  solicitors'  can- 
vassing leaf.  Similar  compilations,  which  we 
do  not  care  to  have  repeated  in  the  bound 
volumes  of  the  Coast  Review,  will  appear  in 
the  advertising  department  from  time  to 
time.  Look  out  for  this  new  feature.  Tear 
out  these  pages  and  place  them  among  your 
canvassing  literature. 

We  begin  a  new  feature  this  mouth,  namely, 
the  printing  of  death  claims  recently  paid. 
The  few  printed  in  this  number  of  the  Coast 
Review  are  made  up  from  the  Mutual  Life 
and  New  York  Life  bulletins.  They  will  do 
for  a  sample.  May  not  such  a  list  be  service- 
able to  Coast  life  agents?  Will  the  general 
agents  in  this  field  report  to  us  the  death 
claims  paid  f  Shall  we  include  the  name  of 
the  company  as  well :  We  are  sure  that  such 
a  list,  giving  names  of  deceased,  locality,  and 
return  over  cost,  would  be  a  fine  canvassing 
aid  to  solicitors. 


Standard  Fire  Policy. 
The  Pennsylvania  supreme  court,  has  de- 
cided that  the  "standard"  fire  policy,  as  im- 
posed by  the  insurance  department,  is  uncon- 
stitutional, since  it  is  a  delegation  of  legis- 
lation powers.  The  penalty,  under  the  law, 
is  "devised"  in  the  insurance  commissioner's 
office.  The  court  said:  "The  legislature  said 
in  effect,  to  the  commissioner :  ■  Prepare  such 
a  jwlicy  as  you  please.  We  do  not  care  to 
know  what  it  is.  The  governor  shall  have  uo 
opportunity  to  defeat  it.  Pile  it  and  we  will 
compel  its  adoption.'  "  The  lower  court  said  of 
the  standard  policy  as  a  whole:  "It  is  in- 
famous."   And  pray  what  is  a  lower  court ; 


Cexsis  Fike  Ixsukaxoe  Pioikes. — Annual 
premiums.  $157,000,000:  increase  in  ten  years, 
■$50,000,000.  Amount  per  capita,  $2.43.  Com- 
panies doing  business,  2,325,  of  which  only  95 
are  foreign.  Losses  paid  annually,  $82,000,000. 
Foreign  companies  receive  $34,000,000  prem- 
iums. Fire  mutuals  receive  $185,000,000  prem- 
iums vearlv. 
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Assessment  Notes. 
A.  Lorento,  San  Frauciseo.  has  sued  the 
Fidelity  Mutual  of  Philadelphia  for  premium. 
A  solicitor,  he  says,  represented  the  policy  to 
be  for  §5.000,  whereas,  as  he  subsequeutly  dis- 
covered. iUwas  for  >i2.ooo  only.     He  sues  for 

Keceiver  Lloyd  of  the  bursted  Life  Auuuity 
of  Oakland  reports  that  he  has  never  received 
any  of  the  assets.  The  treasurer  has  refused 
to  turn  over  two  mortjrages.  The  state  treas- 
urer has  refused  to  sive  up  the  .S5.000  "secui-- 
ity"  deposit. 

"  Well  done,  g-ood  and  faithful  I ""  It  is  an- 
nounced that  Ex-Commissioner  HoUing'sworth 
of  Texas,  who  had  a  weakness  for  assessment 
insurance  while  in  office,  has  been  appointed 
to  a  res{X)nsible  po.sition  in  the  service  of  the 
Mutual  Reserve  Fund.  Not  long  ago  Mr. 
Rollings  worth,  with  three  other  state  insur- 
ance supervi-sors.  made  an  examination  of  the 
New  York  hat-i)asser.  and  gave  a  fulsome  cer- 
tiflcate  pi'aising  the  as.sociation  and  its  man- 
agement. But  they  did  not  say  anything 
about  Mrs.  Rose's  claim  (Pleasanton,  Cal. ), 
nor  Mrs.  Aiken"s  claim  (Oakland,  Cal.),  nor 
the  Salter  claim  (Belfast.  Ireland),  nor  the 
Butler  claim  (Memphis.  Tenn.).  nor  the  Stan- 
ley. Paoli  and  Roote claims  (Memjihis.  Tenn.), 
all  the  subject  of  wrangling  and  offers  of  par- 
tial payment  with  the  alternative  of  litiga- 
tion. 

Mutual  Fire  of  Hew  York. 
This  Humpty  Dumpty  seems  to  have  had  a 
severe  fall  last  year.  At  the  recent  rate  of 
decline  even  King  Armstrong's  men  will  soon 
be  unable  to  set  it  up  again.  The  assets  fell 
from  ?=i.47i.395  to  *i. 095.437.  "hich  was  some- 
thing of  a  fall  indeed.  The  net  surplus,  too. 
took  a  header,  dropping  from  §412.725  to  §152,- 
938.  The  company's  statement  is  subject  to 
criticism,  not  so  much  on  account  of  these  de- 
clining figures,  or  of  the  steady  decrea.se  in 
surplus  since  1889,  as  on  account  of  the  excep- 
tional nature  of  the  business  and  methods  of 
the  company.  With  comparatively  small  as- 
sets it  writes  Jumbo  risks,  and  obtains  bus- 
iness by  promises  of  dividends  in  the  future. 
The  Mutual  maintained  its  volume  of  business 
last  year,  but  its  high  loss  ratios  (84.2  in  '93 
and  75.9  in  '94)  do  not  speak  well  for  its 
boasted  system  of  inspection  and  jn'otection. 
nor  justify  any  hope  of  the  payment  of  the 
scrip  dividends.  Expenditures  last  year  were 
$184,000  more  than  the  income,  and  in  the  pi'e- 
ceding  year  the.v  were  over  S132.000  more  than 


the  income.  If  the  Mutual  does  not  do  far 
better  this  year  it  is  likely  to  go  into  the 
hands  of  a  receiver  if  it  can  not  find  a  rein- 
surer. 

Union  Central  Life  Insurance  Company. 

Elsewhere  we  print  the  twenty-eighth  an- 
nual statement  of  this  prosperous  and  pi'o- 
gressive  Cincinnati  life  insurance  company. 
The  interested  reader  can  make  a  comparison 
as  to  items  by  referring  to  last  year's  March 
Coast  Review,  page  138.  We  note  that  the 
deferred  premiums  are  less,  and  that  the  real 
estate  has  been  marked  down.  Loans  on  pol- 
icies have  increased.  The  Union  Central,  it 
is  evident,  is  willing  to  accommodate  its  pol- 
icyholders in  these  hard  times.  But  other- 
wise the  annual  statement  presents  no  evi- 
dence of  hard  times.  There  are  gains  and 
gains. 

The  gross  assets  ai-e  now  ^12.715,671,  which 
sum  is  Si. 627,292  better  than  a  year  ago. 
There  was  a  gain  of  *i. 288. 389  in  new  business, 
and  a  gain  of  -^4.336,547  in  insurance  in  force. 
The  gross  surplus,  four  per  cent,  standard,  is 
•i;i. 568,179.  a  gain  of  $341,596.  There  are  45.747 
policyholders,  which  number  is  2,623  moi'e 
than  a  year  ago.  The  interest  receipts, 
nearly  7  percent.,  more  than  paid  all  death 
claims,  endowments  and  taxes. 

This  showing  is  very  creditable,  and  the 
record  for  "93,  another  year  of  finant'ial  dis- 
tress, was  equally  creditable.  Put  the  two 
years  together,  and  they  show  a  gain  of 
•?649.3oo  in  surplus  and  a  gain  of  .*3.2o4, 171  in 
assets.  Here  ai-e  figures  which  should  delight 
the  company's  asents  and  more  than  satisfy 
its  policyholders.  The  Union  Central  is 
represented  in  this  field  by  Dr.  F.  A.  Archi- 
bald, under  whose  management  the  Coast 
business  of  the  company  was  very  consider- 
ablv  increased  last  vear. 


Phenix  of  Brooklyn. 

Very  large  gain  in  net  surplus,  reduced  ex- 
pense ratio,  increase  in  mai'ket  value  of  st<x'k. 
increase  in  book  value  from  1.16  to  1.41.  In- 
come. S4, 227,31 2;  losses  and  expenses,  5=4, 122,- 
444.  Present  cash  assets  of  the  Phenix  of 
Brooklyn,  $5,545,629.  There  are  not  many 
companies  wifn  assets  and  sui-plus  as  large  as 
this  popular  New  York  company's.  Sui-jilus  to 
policyholders.  ><i. 406.359,  is  a  jwwerful  evi- 
dence of  the  security  behind  its  policies.  On 
this  Coast,  under  the  management  of  Brown. 
Craig  &  Co.,  the  Phenix  takes  high  rank 
among  the  leaders  in  Coast  business. 
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New  Oregon  Law. 
House  bill  No.  53,  iutroduced  by  Hofer, 
passed  both  houses  of  the  Orej^on  legislature 
and  has  received  the  approval  of  the  governor. 
The  new  law  troes  into  effeL-t  May  23,  1S95.  It 
levies  a  tax  of  two  per  cent,  of  net  premiums 
on  all  non-resident  lire,  life  and  other  liinds 
of  insurance  companies.  All  companies,  ex- 
cepting- marine,  fraternal  and  allcfred  frater- 
nal societies  and  state  lire  mutuals,  must  pay 
an  annual  license — ^50  for  tire  and  .^ux)  for  life 
and  co-o]>erativcs.  The  character  of  the  legis- 
lature ^vhich  passed  this  law  may  be  correctly 
inferred  from  the  fact  that  the  unsavory 
State  Insurance  Co.  of  Salem,  Or.,  had  influ- 
ence enough  to  exempt  its  poor  little  self  from 
the  two  per  cent.  tax.  The  people  of  Orea:on 
will  have  to  pay  this  tax.  The  full  text  of 
the  law  will  be  printed  in  the  April  Coast  Re- 
view. 


Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society. 

Elsewhere  we  print  the  thirty-fifth  annual 
statement  of  the  Equitable  Life  Assurance 
Society  of  the  United  States.  There  is  a 
good  deal  in  it — not  for  the  publisher,  but  for 
the  compositor.  That  is  to  say,  it  is  a  pretty 
thorough  statement,  even  including  the 
board  of  directors. 

The  assets  are  now  $185,044,310,  a  gain  of 
$16,000,000.  The  surplus  (4  per  cent,  stand- 
ard) is  $37,479,802,  a  gain  of  over  $5,000,000. 
Premiums  last  year.  .$36,038,931,  a  gain  of  half 
a  million.  Outstanding  insurance,  $913,556,- 
733.  Nevr  insurance  (or  assurance.  In  the 
language  of  the  statement),  $217,115,988,  again 
of  $12,000,000.  New  business  applied  for, 
$256,552,736,  of  which  $39,436,748  was  declined. 
Total  income,  $43,669,726,  a  gain  of  $1,650,000. 
There  has  been  a  decline  in  the  amount  of 
outstanding  insurance,  owing,  we  suppose,  in 
great  part  to  the  curtailment  of  business 
abroad.  The  total  paid  policyholders  last 
year,  including  dividends,  surrenders,  an- 
nuities and  eleven  million  death  claims,  was 
$19,473,352.  or  nearly  two  millions  more  than 
in  the  previous  year. 

The  Equitable  Life  leads  all  companies  in 
surplus  funds  and  in  insurance  in  force.  The 
management  is  wonderfully  energetic,  but 
conservative  withal. 

Geo.  H.  Ripley  is  now  manager  for  the 
Equitable  in  California.  The  company  has 
verv  handsome  ofhces  in  the  Ci-oc-ker  building. 


Benefit,  rein.sured  by  the  bursted  Mutual 
Benefit  association  of  New  York.  Through 
the  "error"  of  a  clerk  no  notice  of  assessment 
had  been  mailed  to  her.  The  assessment  not 
being  paid  when  due,  forfeiture  was  claimed 
by  the  Home  Benefit  people.  The  supreme 
court  ruled  otherwise.  How  much  is  Mrs. 
Mills"  judgment  worth ;  No  more  than  the 
late  Mr.  Mills*  judgment  when  he  Selected 
the '  Home  Benefit  as  "protection"  for  his 
widow. 


Union  Casualty  &  Surety  Co. 
This  new  St.  Louis  i-ompany  has  $690,596  as- 
sets, of  which  $306,474  is  surplus  as  regards 
policyholders.  The  capital  is  $250,000.  C.  P. 
EUerbe,  formerly  superintendent  of  insurance 
of  Missouri,  is  the  president  of  tiie  Union. 
The  company's  premium  receipts  last  year 
were  -$568,766,  and  the  losses  were  -$213,513. 
A  list  of  the  agents  is  printed  on  page  23  of 
our  advertising  department. 

Home  of  New  York. 
Increase  of  over  half  a  million  in  net  surplus, 
increase  of  $151,000  in  assets,  decreased  ex- 
pense ratio,  decreased  loss  ratio,  inci'ease  of 
book  value  of  stock  from  1,18  to  1.36,  increase 
of  market  value  from  1.25  to  1.45,  increase  of 
insurance  written  on  the  Pacific  Coast  under 
General  Agent  Magill's  management.  All  of 
which  is  a  record  for  agents  and  management 
to  be  proud  of.  The  Home  now  has  .$9,159,836 
cash  as.sets.  Its  net  surplus  is  $1,070,427,  and 
its' surplus  as  i-egards  polii-yholders  is  $4,070,- 
427.    Enough  said.  .<^ 


What! 
The  Oregonian,  of  Pendleton,  Dr.,  actually 
says:  "Now  the  legislatui-e  pi-oposes  to  tax 
foreign  insui-ance  companies  doing  business  in 
the  state.  Since  there  is  but  one  home  com- 
pany and  that  "The  State"  of  Salem,  this 
legislation  will  of  course'  fall  as  a  burden, 
in  the  shape  of  increased  insurance  rates,  on 
the  people  who  have  to  insure  their  property 
in  Oregon.  Such  legislation  is  made  by  .men 
who  play  into  the  hands  of  the  very  persons 
they  aim  to  burden  with  it,  while  putting  ex- 
tra burdens  upon  those  they  are  attempting  to 
relieve.  In  short,  it  is  foolish  legislation, 
solely  in  the  interest  of  knavish  people." 


Worth  How  Mrcn  ?— Miranda  Mills  secured 
a  judgment  in  her  favor,  in  the  California 
supreme    court,   against    the    defunct    Home 


We  call  the  attention  of  the  Chi'onicle  of 
New  York  to  the  lamentable  fact  that  co-in- 
surance is  not  properly  defined  in  Webster's 
new  international  word-book.  The  Century 
is  not  alone  deficient. 
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February  Fires. 

Oregon. 
14.    Astoria,  fr  dwg: 

Fireman's  Fund $600 

14.    Clatsop,  fr  dwg  and  f uini : 

American,  Pa $1,000 

28.    (Jan.)  Corvallis,  gen"l  mdse: 

Hartford $466 

Scottish  Union  &N 48y 

30.  (Jan.)  Columbia  River, 
steamer: 

Scottish  Union  &  N.  ,  .  .  $1,000 
I.    Douglas  CO.,  barn,  hay,  etc. : 

Royal •$450 

10.  Eugene,    engine    and     meat 

chopper: 

North  British  &  M .$565 

9.    Eugene,  bark  and  grain: 

Home  Mutual .i3S3 

I.     Newberg,  saw  mill : 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .   .  $884 

25.  Oregon  City,  stoclf  liquors, 
bldg,  etc. : 

Norwich  Union $750 

Royal 400 

^Etna     75° 

20.  Oregon  City,  fr  dwg  and  con- 
tents: 

National,  Hartford  ....  $400 
12.    Portland,  fr  dwg: 

German-American $900 

I.  Portland,  fr  dwg  and  hhld 
furni : 

Phoenix,  Hartford $933 

28.    Portland,  salmon  cannery : 

Hartford $2,000 

— .    Portland,  stock  harness,  etc : 

Norwich  Union $300 

25.    Portland,  fr  bldg: 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe   .    .  $700 

11.  Tillamook,  fr  dwg : 
Fireman's  Fund $300 

ly.    Tillamook  CO.,  dwg  and  furni: 
Phcenix,  London $1,350 

Miscellaneous  losses  under  three 

hundred  dollars : 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe       .    .  $217 

Springtield 220 

North  British 236 

Fireman's  Fund 250 

Total      $923 

Small  losses $1-574 

Total  Oregon  .   .   .  $17,317 


27.  Ballard,  fr  whss  and  stock 
shingles: 

National,  Hartford     .   .   .  $1,350 

Palatine 3,500 

Northern 1.500 

15.    Columbia  CO.,  fr  dwg: 

Phenix,  Br.  . $1,000 

30.  Fairhaven,  dwg  and  hhld 
furni: 

Palatine $9)8 

g.    Fairhaven,  fr  dwg  and  furni : 

North  British  &  M $300 

13.     Lincoln  CO.,  fr  dwg: 

Phenix,  Br $900 

--.  Granite  Falls,  hhld  furni,. 
etc. : 

Royal     $1,000 

19.    EUensburg,  fr  dwg  and  furni : 

North  British  &  M.     ...  $    745 

Phoenix,  Hartford  .    1,460 

12.  Kings  CO.,  dry  kiln  and  lum- 
ber: 

Palatine $500 

26.     Mt.  Vernon,  fr  bldg : 

North  British  &  M $500 

15.    New  Whatcom,  fr  dwg : 

Orient $600 

g.    Seattle,  br  hotel,  furni  and 
wearing  apparel : 
North  British  &  M.     .   .    .$   479 

Hartford 476 

Phoenix,  Hartford              .  S45 

London 745 

German-American  ....  211 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  397 

Sun,  S.  F 211 

Alliance 1,000 

Westchester  .   .          ...  211 


Washington. 
15.    Anacortes,  fr  dwg : 
Commercial  Union  .   . 


.  $  1 ,000 


Total      $4,575 

I,  Seattle,  br  store  bldg: 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .$1,000 
Scottish  Union  &  N,  .   .   .    1,422 

17.    Seattle,     hotel,     furni     and 
fixtures : 
National,  Hartford       ...  $397 

9.    Seattle,  fr  dwg: 
Springfield  .   .  .  $1,200 

16.     Seattle,  fr  dwg: 
Springtield $1,200 

II.  Seattle,   fr   dwg    and    hhld 

furni : 
Union,  London $850 

— .    Seattle,  dwg: 
Franklin $1,500 

— .    Seattle,  fr  dwg: 
Continental    ....  .   .  $500 

iS.    Sprague,  conts  of  meat  shop: 

North  British  &  M $326 

American,  N,  Y Soo 


20.  Spokane,  school  house: 
Continental $400 

21.  Spokane,  church: 
Continental $400 

15.    Spokane,  fr  dwg: 

Orient $500 

— .    Spokane,  dwg: 

Franklin $1,200 

14.    Spokane,  dwg: 

Niagara $1,092 

4.  Spokane,  fr  dwg: 
Pennsylvania $1,000 

26.  Spokane  co.,  fr  dwg: 
Palatine ,$500 

10.    Snohomish,  fr  dwg  etc. : 
German-American $875 

25.    Snohomish,  fr  dwg: 
Hartford $500 

5.  Snohomish,  conts  fr  dwg : 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .  $314 

iS.  Snohomish,  fr  dwg  and  con- 
tents : 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  .  $500 
10.    Tacoma,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 

Norwich  Union $690 

~.    Tacoma.  f r  dwg  and  conts : 
Norwich  Union $1,505 

— .    Tacoma.  fr  dwg: 
Norwich  Union $1,995 

8.    Tacoma,  stock  cloaks : 

British  America $600 

Sun,  S.  F 435 

27.  Tekoa.  fr  barn  and  hay : 
Phoenix,  Hartford $S6o 

13.    Walla    Walla,    stock    flour, 

feed,  etc. : 

National,  Hartford    ...  $   500 

German-American      .   .   .    5,000 

Sun,  S.  F 700 

27.    Whatcom  CO.,  hhld  funii,  etc ; 
Manchester $400 

Miscellaneous  losses  under  three 
hundred  dollars: 

.Etna     $211 

Fire  Association,  Pa 250 

Hartford 100 

North  British  &  M 151 

Continental 250 

Phenix,  Br 200 

Home  Mutual 250 

Caledonian     250 

Total $1,662 

Small  losses     $5,075 

Total  Washington  $55,826 


Utah. 
9.    Ogden,  dwg : 
Ins,  Co,  North  America 


,  $400 
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— .    Weber  co.,  farm  property : 
Continental *6oo 

1,;.    Salt  Lake  City,  s-'fn'l  tire: 
Atlas  .   .  .       .   .%   8,v> 

-■Etna 2.173 

Ins.  Co.  North  .\iiii'ric;i    .    2.312 

Lion 6011 

Sun.  London   .  .       luu 

Fireman's  Fund 2.400 

I'russian  National  ....  1.500 
Milwaukee  MiH'lianics  .  .  1.673 
North  British  &  M.     .   .   .    2.123 

■     Helvetia 2,5011. 

Union.  London  2,500 

Northern  .   2.500 

Ijondou 250 

Scotti.sh  Union  &  N.  .  .  .  243 
Hamburg-Bremen  .    2,100 

Palatine 975 

Phpnnix,  Hartford  ...  500 
National,  Hartford  .  .  .  925 
Home.  N.  Y 2,173 

Total .^28,427 

Miscellaneous  losses  under  three 

hundred  dollars: 
Hartford  ....  ...  %im> 

Small  losses  .  ...  $1,495 

Total  Utah    .   .   .     $31,410 


lll.Mtii. 

11.     L'dcatello,  fr  drug 
drugs: 

Home,  N.  Y 

-Etna     
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23    Butte  City,  frdwg  and  cents: 
Phoenix,  Hartford $625 

— .     (Jan.)  Butte,  hhld  furni : 
Palatine $750 

— .    Flathead  CO.,  farm  property : 
Continental $1,500 

15.     (Jan.)    Butte,    fr    whse    and 
contents : 
Hartford $2,000 

25.    Great  Falls,  gen"  1  lire: 
Hartford  $1,250 

Lion 300 

Underwriters 500 

Fireman's  Fund Soo 

Commercial  Union  .       .   .       200 
Caledonian  .   .  125 

Manchester 165 

15.    Great  Falls,  dwg  furni.  etc. : 
Phenix,  London $1,443 

20,    Whitehall,    fr    saloon    bldg 
and  conts : 

Continental $   500 

Phoenix,  London 300 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .    1,200 


25.  (Jan.)  Missoula,  sen'l  mdse: 
Hartford .$427 

26.  Chenook,  dw>r : 

Fireman's  Fund $100 

Small  losses     ^609 

Tolal  Montana    .    .  $12,791 

Cof.()H.\I)ll. 
Ji.    Crested  Butte,  school  house: 

Atlas     $300 

23.    Coloraao       Sprint^s.       Wild 
effects  :- 

Imperial $350 

9.     I  Jan.)  Denver,  hlild  furni: 

New  Zealand .$375 

9.    Denver,  br  dwg  : 

Imperial $750 

27.  (ireeley,  stock  mdse: 

Lion $1,000 

13.    LeadviUe.  stock  wines,  etc.: 
Palatine $700 

13.    Jefferson  co..  fr  dwg: 
Manchester ,  .  $Sou 

22.    Salida,  stock: 

-  Svea $2.oou 

Miscellaneous  losses    less  than 

three  hundred  dollars : 

Prussian  National     $100 

Lion 100 

Sm;in  losses     $313 

Total  (.'oloiMilo      .    .  $6,7SS 

WYO.MlNCi. 

— .     (Jan.)  Rawlins,  dw.g  and  con- 
tent's : 
Atlas $859 

18.    Cheyenne,  store  bldgs: 
Scottish  Union  &  N $375 

13.    Con  verse  CO..  dvvg,  furni.  etc. : 
Phtrnix.  London  .  .  $3,200 

Total  Wyoming    .    .       .  $4,434 

Nev,\1).\. 

20.    Keno.  gen'l  tire: 
Commercial  Union     .   .   .  $5,600 
Caledonian  .  1,500 

Continental 500 

American.  Newark  750 

Manchester     ......    1.000 

Scottish  Union  &  N.  .    .    .  .  i,2,so 

Palatine ,500 

Niagara 800 

Hamburg-Bremen  .    .       Soo 

Total $12,700 

9.     Carliu.  fr  dwg: 

German-American $401 

Small  losses        $655 

Total  Nevada  .   .   .  $13,756 


Arizona.. 

I.  Prescott.  br  hotel  and  conts: 

Manchester $360 

PhuMiix,  Hartford 125 

Niagara 749 

27.  (Dec. I   Prescott,  fr  dwg  and 

contents: 

Plui'iiix.  Hartford $6co 

Total  Arizona   .   .   .  $1,834 
Tntiil  oiilahle  lerrilovij  .    .$144,159 

CAI,IF(3KNIA. 

iS.    Antioch.  fr  hotel  and  saloon: 

^Etna $1,000' 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  1,236 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  376 
Commercial  Union  ....  950 
Svea Ill 

23.    Alameda  CO..  conts  dwg: 
Hartford $600 

28.  Amador   City,   fr    dwg    and 

furni : 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  .$600 
~.    Calistoga.  boarding  house: 

.Etna $900 

18.    Crescent  city,  fr  dwg: 

Royal  Exchange $500 

II.  Colusa,  fr  dwg,  furni.  etc. : 
National.  Hartford     .   .   .  $1.7,50 

21.    Chico,  fr  bldg: 
Commercial  Union  .   .   ,   .$1,000 

25.  EUewanda.  dwg: 

.Etna $1,650 

6.    Eui'eka,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 

Connecticut $558 

Ins.  Co.  North  Amecjea  .   .    400 

4 .    Fresno : 

Transatlantic $1,000 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .      600 
Sun,  S.  F.     ........      250 

American,  N.  Y i.coo 

26.  Ferndale.  fr  dwg: 
German- American $6co 

16.    Grass  Valley,  dwg  and  barn : 

Westchester ,  $1,365 

28.    Grangeville,  gen'l  mdse: 
Springfield $1,000 

iS.    Humboldt  co..  barn  and  eon- 
tents: 
Fireman's  Fund  .   .   ..   .   .$300 

8.    Hanford,  fr  barn  and  conts : 
Fire  Association,  Pa.   .   .   .  $898 

1.    Los   Angeles,  fr  saloon,  dwg 
and  conts: 
Fire  Association,  Pa.   .    .   .  .$850 

27.  Los  Angeles,  dwg  and  conts : 
A.merican,  N.  Y $700 

13.    Los  Angeles,  fr  dwg: 
Home  Mutual |6oq 
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8.    Los  Angeles.  Ken'l  tire: 

Hanover if     313 

Queen     156 

Royal  Exchan^'e  ...  313 

Western.  Toronto  .    .       200 

Fireman's  Fund 171 

Li  ver' 1  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .    1.150 
Commercial  Union  ....    2,200 

Underwriters 200 

Hartford 313 

21.     Los    Angeles,  br    store   anil 
gcn'l  mdse: 
National.  Hartford    ...  *Sy6 

18.  Los  Angeles,  dwg  and  conts : 
Home  Mutual $500 

27.    Lemoore,  fr  grocery,  etc. : 

^tna $2,803 

Norwich  Union 5"» 

19.  El   Dorado   co. .    farm   prop- 

erty: 
Continental fSou 

19.  Madera,  dwg  and  conts; 
Prussian  National     ....  $500 

I.    Modesto,  fr  livery  stable: 
German- American     ...  $403 

iS.     Newman,     stock     bldg     and 
turni: 
Prussian  National     .    .    .   .$500 

Imperial   .    .  800 

Lion 300 

16.    Napa  CO.,  fr  dwg: 
United  States $550 

26.     Napa  CO.,  fr  dwg  and  slaop : 
Phenix,  Br $1,600 

19     Oakland,  dwg  and  conts : 
Home  Mutual $709 

24.    Oakland,  dwg: 
Sun,  S.  P *i.o49 

21.    Rotterdam  Colony,  dwg: 
Northern $1,326 

16.  Selma,  dwg  and  conts : 
Home  Mutual $i,2y6 

18.    San  Diego,  dwg  and  conts: 
Home  Mutual $5°" 

17.  San  Diego,  church : 
Prussian  National  .   .   .   .$1,500 
Ins,  Co.  North  America   .    2,000 

10.    Santa  Ana,  conts  dwg; 
Westchester $378 

6.     Soquel,  bldg; 

Palatine $500 

4.    San  Jose,  fr  dwg: 

Royal $372 

8,    San  Jose,  f  r  dwg : 

Union.  London $300 

8.  Sacramento,  br  Chinese  laun- 
dry : 

National,  Hartford    .       .    .  $349 

20.  Sacramento,  fr  dwg: 
Liver'l  &  Lon,  &  Globe    .    .  $75" 


22.  Sacramento,  dwg.  etc. : 
New  Zealand $1,000 

I.     Santa  Paula,  fruit  dryer: 
Milwaukee  Mechanics  .    .  $1,158 

23.  Santa  Cruz,  fr  dwg : 
Commercial  Union     ....  $745 

1.    Sonoma  CO.,  hhldfurni  indwg: 
London  &  Lancashire  .    .   .  $350 

7.    Sonoma  CO..  baru: 
Royal  Exchange $387 

19.   Stockton,  Masonichall,  furni, 
etc. : 

Connecticut $   526 

Queen     1,315 

Royal  Exchange 510 

Delaware 1.713 

N.  British  &  Mercantile  ,       763 
London  &  Lancashire   .    .    1,500 

Phenix,  Br 141 

American.  Pa 141 

Pennsylvania 141 

Hanover 103 

Westchester 300 

Total      $7,153 

7.    Salinas,  slock  cigars,  etc. : 

Norwich  Union $300 

23.    Salinas,  barn  and  conts : 

Fireman's  Fund $950 

26.    Salinas,  stock  furni,  etc.: 

Norwich  Union $1,000 

26.  San  Joaiiuin  CO.,  hay : 

Svea ...  $35" 

6.  Saticoy,  fr  dwg  and  conts- 
Home.  N.  Y $700 

15.    Tulare  co..  farm  property: 
Continental $7"° 

27.  Tulare  co.,  barn   and  conts: 
Hartford $37^ 

5.    Visalia.  fr  dwg  and  furni : 
National.  Hartford    ....  $889 

17.    Willmington.    grain     in     fr 
warehouse : 

Home.  N.  Y $    862 

National,  Hartford     .   .    .    2,250 

Westchester 3)i42 

Phienix,  Hartfcjrd    ....    6,033 
Fireman's  p^ind 4.760 

Total $17,047 

23.    Willows,  fr   dwg   and   hhld 
furni ; 

Manchester $320 

15.    Yolo  CO.,  fr  dwg  and  store; 
Scottish  Union  &  N.  .   .     $1,500 
Orient i.ooo 

7.  Yountville,  fr  dwg: 
Lancashire $400 

Miscellaneous  losses  under  three 

hundred  dollars: 
Manchester $400 


Scottish  Union  &  N 211 

Norwich  Union 115 

Fire  Association.  Pa.    .    .       .  275 

Agricultural 214 

Commercial  Union     100 

Patriotic .  15S 

Prussian  National  ...  1.5S 

Continental 300 

Liver' 1  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .   .    .  239 

Queen 143 

Commercial  Union    .  .   .  100 

National,  Hartford 117 

Total $2,450 

Northwestern  National  (esti- 
mated)     $8,000 

Small  losses $7,668 

Total  Cal.  S.  F,  Ex.  $103,530 

San  Fr.\ncisco. 
II.     Br  bldg  and   stock  pictures: 
Commercial  Union  ....  $   275 

Caledonian 1,000 

Alliance 3,000 

North  German   .           ,  1S2 

Springfield 75" 

Transatlantic 2,500 

American,  N.  Y.  .  i,5<:o 

Traders     ...  6S3 

Sun,  London 625 

German-American  ....  35" 

Phoenix,  London         ...  75^ 

Sun,  S.  F 200 

Helvetia  (policy)    ...  2,500 

^Etna  (policyl 2,500 

London 500 

Northern 1,000 

Home  Mutual 75° 

Prussian  National  .       .   .  1.250 

Palatine 5.000 

N.  British  &  Mercantile  .  195 

Union,  London 50" 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  400 

National,  Hartford        .    .  625 

Westchester 625 

Liver' 1  &  Lon.  &  Cilobe     ,  805 

Scottish  Union  &  N.  .    ,    .  750 

Manchester        1,000 

Orient 1,2.50 

Total $31,467 

27.    Mdse  infr  bldg: 
Commercial  Union  .       .   .  $   500 
Liver"  1  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .    1,500 

— .    Fr  dwg : 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .   .  $,500 

4.    Fr  dwg ; 

Continental $5"" 

— .    Fr  dwg ; 

Continental $3"" 

4.    Groceries  and  liquors: 

New  Zealand     $3,719 

United  Firemens     ....       i"" 
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ig.    General  tire: 
Maiiehester    .  *Mfi 

Liverl  &  IjOii.  &  Glob,'  ■    .   .   53 

North  lierman     .252 

MiiKileburg     .  .ioo 

Alliaiu-e   .  ■-'^ 

8.     Barn : 

Fireman's  Fund f6oo 

22.    Musical  instruments : 

N.  British  &  Mercantile J95" 

j.    Dwg  and  conts : 

Palatine *5"i> 

Miscellaneous  losses  uuiler  three  hundred  dollars: 

Lancashire     ^-&7 

Aachen  &  Munich  .  .274 

Transatlantic   .  .  ...    250 

Small   losses  .  *    2,142 

Total  S.  F $  44,987 

Total  California $148,517 

Total  Pac.  Coast $292,676 


Life  Insurance  Written. 

.Xfir  llilsi- 
iiesn  ill  ls!t4. 

•f  i7,956.46o 

10.331,207 

217,115,988 

11,113,659 


('OMj)Ciiiiex. 

-Etna  Life     .   . 
Connecticut  Mutual 
Equitable  Life   . 
Gemiania  Life- 
Home  Life    .... 
Manhattan  Life 
Massachusetts  Mutual 
Mutual  Benefit 
Mutual  Life     ,    . 
National  of  Vermont  .   . 
New  Eutiland  Mutual    . 

New  York  Life 

Northwestern  Mutual   . 

Pacific  Mutual 

Peun  Mutual  Lite  .  . 
Phieni.x  Mutual  Life  .  . 
Provident  Savings   Life 

Travelers 

Union  Central  Life      .    . 
Union  Mutual  Life      .   . 
United  States  Lifo  . 
Washington  Life 


13,240,000 
13,700,000 
20,751,124 
30,822,411 
211.551,887 

i4,769-9'6 

9,406,329 

206,545,392 

50,436,320 

3,221,047 

22,122,114 

9,932,909 

22.114.526 
16,619,824 

22,724,724 
8,404,3.18 

11.423.314 
8,759,236 


Self  Jliisi- 
nexn  ill  IHUH. 

.$23,381,374 
10,689.485 

205.280,227 
13,016,063 
13,245,000 
17,840,000 
19,481,200 
29,032,764 

212,426,850 
12,519,000 
9,644,000 

223,848,991 

52,143.471 
2,951,839 

24,377,000 
8,930,000 

23,669,300 

22,748,854 

21,452.0CO 

9.225,278 

11,240,000 

8.423,047 


The  history  of  the  Lion  Fire  is  unique  in 
lire  underwriting.  At  the  start  the  company 
did  a  large  business.  If  we  remember  cor- 
rectly it  was  a  French-English  combination, 
and  its  French  business  was  both  large  and 
unprofitable.  Half  of  the  million  capital  was 
soon  lost.  Heroic  work  saved  the  company. 
A  new  management — the  present,  we  believe 
— was  installed.  The  European  business  was 
abandoned,  and  the  capital  was  cut  down  to  a 
half  million.  The  home  business  has  always 
been  nominal ;  the  chief  premium  income  has 
been  derived  from  the  United  States.  The 
stockholders  had  faith  in  the  managers,  how- 


ever, and  the  mana.gers  had  faith  in  the 
future— that  is,  in  the  United  States.  The 
financial  tide  has  apparently  turned,  and  at 
last  a  dividend  has  been  declared.  The  his- 
tory of  the  company  has  been  one  of  bad  luck. 
Whether  martinet  dictation  from  the  home 
office  is  in  any  way  responsible  for  the  com- 
pany's ill  fortune  in  foreign  lands  is  a  question 
to  be  answered  by  somebody  better  informed 
than  the  writer. 

Annual  Banquet  of  Fire  Underwriters'  Associa- 
tion. 

A    UniLLiA.NT    Aff.\ir— Speeches,   Songs,  and- 
Stories— Largest  Attendance, 

The  banquet  of  the  Fire  Underwriters' 
Association  of  the  Pacific,  which  closed  its 
uiueteenth  annual  session,  was  a  complete 
success.  Nothing  was  lacking.  The  number 
present  was  the  largest  in  the  banquet-record 
of  the  association.  The  banquet-hall,  electric- 
lighted,  was  new  and  beautiful.  The  dinner 
committeemen,  "the  two  Georges,"  Spencer 
and  Grant,  had  arranged  everything  in  excel- 
lent taste,  as  they  always  do.  The  accom- 
panying menu  speaks  for  itself.  The  banquet 
board  was  in  ''horse-shoe"  form,  extending 
around  the  hall.  It  was  a.  brilliant  scene. 
The  clear,  soft  light  from  numerous  incandes- 
cent lamps  was  reflected  from  delicately 
tinted  walls  and  sparkled  in  the  cut-glass 
ware  of  the  flower-decked  tables. 
THE  ^fE^•t■. 

Eastern  Oysters  on  the  Half  Shell.  Soup— Con- 
somme a  la  Royale.  (Sdulerne  C/infeati  Mojft  Rour/e.) 
Relishes  —  Shrimp  Salad  Mayonnais^,  Caviar 
Russe  sur  Canape,  OJives  Farcies,  Saucisson  de 
Lyon.  Fish— Turb-an  of  English  Soule  a  la  Hol- 
landaise,  Pommes  Duchesse.  Releve —  Fillet  of 
Beef,  a  la  Portugoise,  iZinfniideL  Inh'k.)  Entres— 
Supreme  de  Volaille  aux  Truffes.  Vegetables— As- 
paragus en  Branches,  Artichokes'  a  la  Barigaule. 
Sorbet — Maraschino  Punch,  Roast— Squabs  a  la 
Casserole,  Lettuce  Salad,  Entremets— Croute  a 
r  ananas,  Bombeglaice  Panachee,  Assorted  Cakes, 
Fruit,  Cafe  Noir.    (VliawpcKjne.) 

The  retiring  president  and  master  of  cere- 
monies. KoUa  V.  Watt,  sat  at  the  head  of  the 
table,  with  his  successor,  V.  Carus  Driffield, 
the  new  president,  and  Herbert  Folger,  the 
new  vice-president,  in  the  places  of  honor,  at 
the  right  and  left  resnectivelv.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  association  and  their  guests  pres- 
ent at  this  delightful  feast  were  as  follows: 

John  Andrew,  J,  H,  Auhele,  W.  H,  Bagley,  Frank- 
lin Bangs,  Philip  S  Bates,  Geo,  C,  Boardman,  Geo, 
W,  Brooks.  Arthur  M.  Brown,  R.  G.  Brush.  Edwin 
H.  Bacon,  E,  W.  Carpenter.  J.  W,  G.  Cofran,  J.  G, 
Conrad,  Homer  A.  Craig,  H,  Danker,  Chas,  Dick- 
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man,  F.  J.  Devlin.  George  D.  Doniln,  V.  Carus  Drif- 
field, A.  S.  Dagan.  Wm.  J.  Button.  L.  B.  Edwards, 
F.  C.  Farnum.  Jno.  T.  Fogarty.  Wm.  H.  Friend. 
Herbert  Folger.  Wm.  H.  Gibbons.  James  E.  CJra- 
ham.  H.  M.  Grant.  Geo.  F.  Grant.  Tom  C.  Grant- 
A.  R.  Grim,  A.  R.  Gunnison.  E.  F.  Gutschow. 
William  G.  Haitz.  E.  P.  Hanks.  M.  C.  Harrison, 
Rudolph  Herold,  Charles  B.  Hill.  William  H. 
Hill,  W.  B.  Hopkins.  F.  L.  Hunter.  R.  D.  Hunter. 
Franz  Jacobv,  N.  T.  James.  F.  Kellem.  C.  Mason 
Kinne.  L.  F.  Lamping,  Wm.  H.  Lowden.  Wm.  Mac- 
donald,  Wm.  Maris,  W.  A.  Mathews.  J.  D.  Max- 
well, J.  W.  McKowen,  Calvert  Meade,  R.  C.  Med- 
craft,  Geo.  H.  Mendell.  Jr..  G.  Messinger.  R.  W. 
Osbom,  Chas.  T.  Parker.  J.  J.  Purcell.  Wm.  Reed. 
R.  R.  Roper.  Guy  H.  Salisbury,  L.  M.  Seaton.  B.  D. 
Smalley.  C.  W.  Smith.  Roderick  Smith,  Sidney  H. 
Smith,  D.  A.  Spencer,  Geo.  W.  Spencer,  D.  J. 
Staples,  R.  F.  Stewart.  Chas.  R.  Thompson.  Charles 
F.  Towe,  Geo.  W.  Turner,  Geo.  H.  Tyson.  J.  S. 
Watson.  Rolla  V.  Watt,  Louis  Weinmann.  John 
Scott  Wilson.  W.  C.  Woolley. 

Telegrams  of  regi'et  were  received  from 
members  who  were  detained  at  Antioch,  Port- 
land and  elsewhere.  Fifteen  members  and 
others  held  simultaneously  a  banquet  in  Port- 
land, and  exchanged  congratulatory  teleg-rams 
with  the  banqueters  in  San  Francisi-o.  The 
Portland  -'contingent'"  were: 

ISernard  Faymi>nvilU'  [in  tlie  chair).  Geo.  V.  .Vsliton. 
W.  F.  rhiilmcrs.  .1.  D.  fi)ipmaii.  U.  P.  FaliJ.  J.  T..  P'uIUt. 
.\.  K.  Cartni-r.  M.  .1.  (irri-n.  Ed.  Hall.  A.  Hrrmaiui.  K. 
T.  Xiclillii.e.  H.  K.  Parkliurst.  H.  Smith.  Sam.  I?.  Stoy. 
J.  H.  <Ie  Veuve. 

Coffee,  cigars  and  cigarettes  followed  the 
dinner,  and  when  everybody  seemed  in  the 
most  genial  and  talkative  mood.  President 
Watt  rose  and  began  to  invite  this  man  and 
that  man  to  give  utterance  to  whatever  the 
spirit  (of  the  occasion)  moved  him  to  say. 
Mr.  Watt  sug.gested  that  as  field  men  they 
were  like  "minute  men"  of  old,  prepared  to 
go  at  a  moment's  notice,  and  therefore  should 
be  prejjared  to  say  .something  at  a  moment's 
notice.  He  had  the  pleasure  of  introducing 
his  successor.  V.  C.  Driflield,  and  likewise 
Mr.  D.'s  successor,  Herbert  Folger,  and  these 
gentlemen  stood  up  "blushingly"  in  their 
turn,  and  thanked  the  members  of  the  associa- 
tion for  the  honors  conferred  upon  them. 
When  Mr.  Driffield  rose  he  was  met  with  a 
chorus  of  "He's  all  right,  everytime,"  but  re- 
covering his  self-possession  he  confes.sed  his 
gratification  on  his  election  to  the  presidency 
of  the  association.  Vice-president  Folger  fol- 
lowed with  the  statement  that  his  own  elec- 
tion was  a  compliment  to  the  Northwest, 
which  had  so  many  representatives  present 
that  evening.  The  third  new  officer.  Tenuis 
Weinmann,   secretary   and    trea.surer,    had    a 


few  words  to  say.  and  complimented  his  pred- 
ecessor. Ex-Secretary  Osborn,  the  new 
chairman  of  the  executive  committee,  began 
to  tell  a  story,  just  as  the  photographer  "tiwk 
a  shot"  in  his  direction.  He  .sat  down:  the 
new  president  thoughtfully  placed  a  big  cham- 
pagne bottle  in  front  of  Mr.  Watt:  everybody 
tried  to  look  pleasant  and  natural  at  the  same 
time:  and  "are  you  ready  f  came  from  the 
photographer  perched  aloft  on  a  step-ladder  in 
the  corner.  Ready  1  quiet,  a  flash,  a  report, 
and  curling  smoke,  and  the  merciless  negative 
had  recorded  its  impressions  of  eighty-two 
gentlemen  iu  evening  dress  after  dinner. 
The  executive  committeeman  finished  his 
story,  and  there  were  calls  for  "Hop,"'  the 
"royal  basso  isrofundo. "  Mr.  Hopkins  sang 
"For  All  Eternity,"  and  yet  "the  boys" 
called  for  more.  We  may  as  well  say  here, 
that  there  was  also  a  trio,  composed  of  Messrs. 
Hopkins.  Dickman  and  Graham,  who  favored 
the  company  with  songs  several  times  during 
the  evening,  and  were  loudly  applauded. 

Another  telegram  from  the  absent  ones! 
Somebody  suggested  that  the  reply  read, 
"The  president,  full  of  enthusiasm,  say.s." 
etc.,  but  that  dispatch  was  never  delivered. 
L.  B.  Edwards  referred  to  the  new  faces. 
There  are  now  nearly  200  members  of  the  asso- 
ciation, while  originally,  for  a  long  time,  there 
were  only  forty  or  fifty.  E.  W.  Carpenter, 
who  had  been  made  an  honorary  member, 
san.g  a  topical  song,  in  the  chorus  of  which 
everj-body  joined.  Mr.  Carpenter  became  a 
member  sixteen  years  ago.  D.  J.  Staples  re- 
sjx)nded  to  Mr.  Watt's  request  with  a  few  re- 
marks beginning  "My  boys  1"  But  he  was  not 
"the  father,"  he  said.  That  honor  belonged 
to  Geo.  C.  Boardman.  the  oldest  man  in  the 
business  in  this  field.  Mr.  Staples  believed 
in  the  Fire  Underwriters'  As.sociation.  he 
said,  and  had  always  encouraged  it.  The 
association  was  an  honor  to  the  profession. 
Frank  J.  Devlin  spoke  of  character  and  its  in- 
fluence on  the  future  of  young  men.  Geo.  C. 
Boardman,  referred  to  as  the  senior  under- 
writer, had  a  few  words  to  say.  Tom  C- 
Grant  met  v.ith  uproarious  applause  when  he 
proposed  a  bumper  to  the  dinner  committee. 
Mr.  Medcraft  sang  a  song,  "1  Need  No  Stars 
in  Heaven  to  Guide  Me.''  and  nobody  .seemed 
to  think  that  the  title  might  have  an  applica- 
tion to  the  banqueters  when  they  sought  their 
homes.  Mr.  Watt  formally  thanked  the  din- 
ner committee,  and  Geo.  W.  Spencer  replied 
only  too  briefly.  He  had  come  there  to  enjoy 
himself,  and  that  precluded  a  speech.  Geo. 
F.  Grant  acknowledged  that  Mr.  Spencer,  his 
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fellow  committceniiui.  hud  done  the  most  of 
the  work.  Mr.  (iraut  then  declared  that  like 
every  other  banquet  this  was  the  best,  and 
like  evei'y  other  ineetiufr  the  nineteenth  was 
the  best,  et<-.  Wm.  Maedonald  took  pleasure 
in  sayinsT  that  he  was  an  applicant  for  mem- 
bership in  the  association,  and  promised  to 
take  an  active  interest  in  its  affairs  should  he 
be  elected.  John  Scott  Wilson  was  of  opinion 
that  "we  are  overwriters  now.-  D.  A. 
Spencer  was  svirprised  and  gratified  at  the 
thorough  good-fellowship  manifest.  All  wei'e 
friendly  around  that  board,  though  they  might 
scalp  each  other  on  the  outside.  The  insur- 
ance business,  he  said,  was  a  personal  one. 
John  Conrad  said  there  ought  to  be  good  fel- 
lowship, because  there  are  interests  in  com- 
mon. The  friendly  spirit  prevailing  thei-e 
should  also  be  equally  in  evidence  at  board 
meetings. 

A  topical  song  by  K.  W.  Osborn  ^\as  sung 
by  A.  W.  Brown,  and  everybody  "caught  on" 
to  the  chorus.  Mr.  Dickman  told  two  good 
"broken  German"  stories  excellently  well. 
Then  the  presiding  officer  resumed  calling  on 
the  ''minute  men."  Rudolph  Herold  gave  an 
account  of  the  pleasant  two  weeks  he  spent  in 
New  Yoi'k  discussing  the  Pacific  Coast  ex- 
})ense  ratio.  A.  G.  Dugan  seriously  said 
"this  is  entirely  unexpected,"'  and  was  inter- 
rupted by  cries  of  oh  !  ah  I  and  '  •  so  say  we  all. " ' 
Geo.  D.  Dornin  briefly  touched  on  "the  situa- 
tion," and  ventured  the  opinion  that  the  local 
agents  have  shown  themselves  more  conserva- 
tive than  the  managers.  He  thought  tl;e  lo- 
cals would  hereafter  have  a  better  opinion  of 
tlie  compact,  and  would  make  fewer  com- 
plaints. W.  J.  Dutton,  too,  had  something  to 
say  of  the  existing  unpleasantness.  He  sum- 
marized the  board  members'  pledge,  and 
found  in  it  good  ground  for  a  hopeful  view. 
Other  speakers  were  Messrs.  Bates,  Harrison, 
Seat(m,  Lowdeu,  Kellem  and  others.  Then 
followed  the  "low  jinks,"  with  John  Scott 
Wilson  as  most  worthy  sire.  There  was  an 
entertaining  bit  of  by-play,  and  several  good 
stories,  rich  and  reminiscental,  were  told. 
Then  "home,"  with  the  handsome  progi-am 
and  menu  card  as  a  souvenir  of  a  delightful 
evening. 


Any  man  who  defends  any  political  party 
through  thick  and  thin  deserves  a  reward. 
And  what  is  the  office  of  insuran<'e  supervi.soi- 
for  if  not  to  reward  politicians ; 

Life  Matters. 

La  Grippe  is  with  us  once  more.  It  is'  a 
good  time  to  take  out  that  life  insurance  policy 
you  have  been  talking  about.  Did  you  know 
that  this  Russian  influenza  caused  the  death 
of  several  insurance  men  on  the  Coast ; 

The  Equitable  Life's  nevs'  building  in  Syd- 
ney was  recently  opened  with  appi'opriate 
ceremonies.  It  is  six  stories  high,  of  brick, 
steel  and  stone,  and  the  niain  entrance  is 
through  a  great  arch  with  40-feet  span.  The 
interior  frame  work  is  of  steel,  after  the 
fashion  of  nearly  all  large  modern  buildings  in 
America,  The  paneling  and  balustrading  are 
of  marble. 

A  Difference  in  Dividends, 

insurance   \^v. 
When  the  f;i'e;it  promoter  walks  iu 
And  mellifiuoiisly  talks  In 
Tones  so  dulcet  that  he'd  almost 

Make  you  think  the  earth  was  flat : 
He'll  so  cleverly  address  you 
And  so  greatly  interest  you 
That  you'll  think  the  "divy's"  f^oiug  to. 
Be  as 

big 

as 

THAT, 

But  when  the  years  have  flown  by,  „ 
And  what  it  should  have  grown  hy 
Has  been  dissipated  to  the 

Realms  of  everlasting — bliss: 
Then  you  may  perchance  discover. 
When  you've  looked  the  whole  thing  over 
That  your  precious  little  divy'll 
Be  ii- 

bout 

like      . 

■nns. 


The  picturesque  Snider  of  Kansas  is  to  be 
succeeded  by  Geo.  T.  Anthony,  a  cousin  of  the 
famous  Susan  B.  Anthony.  Of  course  Mr. 
Anthony  doesn't  know  anything  about  insur- 
ance, but  then  neither  did  that  other  political 
war-horse,  Mr.  Wilder,  who  made  a  good 
though   erratic  superintendent  of   insurance. 


TiiEUE  is  such  a  thing  as  blow-hole  insur- 
ance protection.  And  it  would  be  well 'to 
bear  in  mind  that  when  the  damages  are  to  be 
adjusted  there  maybe  no  friend  at  court  to 
remit  the  fines. 

The  2  per  cent,  life  premium  tax  bills  should 
be  styled,  "Bills  to  di.scourage  life  insurance, 
by  fining  prudent  husbands  and  fathers." 

TuEKE  is  a  great  deal  in  the  company,  but  a 
greater  deal  in  the  manager. 


The  Coast  %EyiEiv. 
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The  Present  Situation. 

As  we  go  to  press  (March  12)  the  local  un- 
derwriting situation  is  substantially  un- 
changed. The  several  non-board  companies 
are  still  out.  Manager  Craig  of  the  New 
Zealand  has  also  sent  in  a  letter  of  resigna- 
tion, and,  unless  he  reconsiders  it,  to-morrow 
his  company  will  be  among  the  non-boarders. 
The  Continental  Ins.  Co.  has  sued  for  an  in- 
junction, and  Judge  McKenna  of  the  federal 
court  has  taken  the  matter  under  advisement. 
It  is  not  likely  that  his  decision  will  materially 
affect  the  situation.  Boycott  or  no  boycott, 
there  can  be  no  interpretation  of  the  law 
whicli  can  compel  antagonistic  companies  to 
affiliate  in  local  agencies,  or  refrain  from  ad- 
vertising low  rates.  Reports  of  a  sort  of 
guerilla  war  of  rates  reach  us.  There  is  no 
ground  for  doubting  that  rates  are  being  cut 
on  the  more  desirable  classes  of  hazards  in 
some  localities.  Since  all  are  suffering,  it  can 
not  be  much  consolation  to  think  that  the  non- 
boarders  ai'e  being  "materially  damaged." 

The  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  meets  often 
and  is  endeavoring,  with  some  show  of  ulti- 
mate success,  to  adjust  existing  differences. 
The  outlook  is  not  very  encouraging  for  an 
immediate  settlement,  however.  The  local 
boards,  meantime,  are  as  a  rule  doing  excel- 
lent service.  Their  influence,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, is  conservative.  They  are  protect- 
ing themselves  and  the  business  as  well. 


The  North  Gterman. 

The  statement  of  the  United  States  branch 
of  the  North  German  Fire  Ins.  Co.  shows 
matei'ial  gains  in  assets,  surplus  and  prem- 
iums. This  branch,  outside  of  the  Pacific 
Coast,  is  a  new  departure.  The  assets  are 
*455,972,  of  which  ^241, 057  is  surplus.  The 
premium  income  was  $241,323,  over  half  of 
which  comes  from  the  Pacific  Coast  through 
the  general  agency  of  Walter  Speyer. 


Pacific  Coast  Chips. 

— President  Bulkeley  of  the  ^-Etna  Life  visited 
San  Francisco  last  week. 

— The  flaming  torch  on  the  F.  U.  A.  P.  pro- 
gram was  the  design  of  Artist  Kellem  of  RoUa 
V.  Watt's  office. 

— Coloi'ado  Senate  File.— S.  B.  112,  Moody,  for 
protection  of  insui-ance  policyholders.  S.  B. 
281,  Drake,  to  amend  an  act  to  establish  insur- 
ance commission.  S.  B.  333,  Sours,  publica- 
tion of  rates  of  fire  insurance.  S.  B.  373,  374, 
to  define  powers  of  superintendent  of  insur- 
ance. 


— It  never  pays  to  cheapen  one's  own  wares. 

—  "Still  in  the  ring,  but  slighty  disfigured." 

— The  New  York  and  Connecticut  fire  insur- 
ance reports  are  out  much  earlier  than  usual. 

— There  is  a  probability  that  no  deposit  bill 
will  be  passed  at  this  session  of  the  California 
law-makers. 

— Publisher  Edwards  of  the  Coast  Review  has 
been  in  Sacramento  for  the  past  two  weeks, 
looking  after  legislative  fences. 

— All  increased  their  assets  last  year — Cesar 
Bertheau's  companies.  Germania  of  New  York. 
Hanover,  United  Firemens.  and  Firemen's  of 
Baltimore. 

— Chas.  E.  Morgan,  charged  with  embezzling 
money  from  Boyd  &  Arnold.  Portland,  was 
found  guilty  of  wrongfully  taking  $470. 
"Drink  and  gambling."' 

— Arthur  L.  Bates,  vice-president  Union  Mu- 
tual Life  Insurance  Co.  of  Portland,  Me.,  who 
has  been  visiting  the  Western  field,  was  in 
San  Francisco  a  few  days  ago. 

— The  influence  of  the  property-owners  of 
Portland  on  legislation  excites  our  passing 
wonder.  It  is  equaled  only  by  their  fidelity 
to  their  pledges  of  legislative  reform. 

— The  Pacific  Mutual  issues  a  new  combina- 
tion accident  policy.  The  maximum  death 
insurance  is  ^10,000,  and  the  maximum  indem- 
nity t^so  a  week,  payable  in  the  event  of  acci- 
dental death  or  injury  while  riding  as  a  pass- 
enger in  or  on  any  regular  public  conveyance 
propelled  by  steam,  electricity  or  cable. 

— An  error  in  last  month's  Coast  Review  was 
discovered  in  time  to  limit  its  circulation  to  a 
few  copies.  Due  notice  of  the  same  was  given, 
so  that  its  further  circulation  through  ignor- 
ance would  be  prevented.  We  note  (with 
soothed  vanity)  that  a  similar  transposition 
of  figures  occurs  in  the  advance  sheets  of  the 
Massachusetts  Insurance  department. 

— The  discovery  of  the  absence  of  Mr.  Turner' s 
name  from  our  Insurance  Directory  created  a 
disturbance  in  the  office  of  that  representa- 
tive of  Mr.  James.  We  beg  to  call  the  young 
man's  attention  to  the  fact  that  his  name  now 
appears  in  our  Directory;  but  we  feel  inclined 
to  add  that  if  the  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters 
of  the  Pacific  ever  learns  of  the  existence  of 
Mr.  Turner  and  his  company,  through  our 
Directory  or  otherwise,  Mr.  Turner's  name  is 
likely  to  disappear  from  the  Directory. 
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— S.  Brannen,  of  Branuen  &  Kellog-g  of  Den- 
ver, visited  Sau  Francisco  last  week. 

— The  rate  war  seems  to  have  left  the  Mutual 
Fire's  San  Francisco  business  a  drifting 
wreck. 

— The  Atlas  Assurance  Company  issues  a 
valuable  blotter  calendar  and  writing  folio, 
with  twelve  blotter  leaves.  It  is  the  nicest 
thing  of  the  kind  which  has  appeared  this  sea- 
son. 

— Superior  Judge  Johnson  of  Sacramento  has 
held  ex-Commissioner  J.  N.  E.  Wilson  liable 
for  the  state  funds  he  deposited  with  the 
Pacific  bank  prior  to  its  failure.  Judgment 
against  him  for  -*2,988.  with  intei-est. 

— Organized.— The  Fidelity  Ins.  Co.,  San 
Francisco.  No  capital  stock ;  A.  L.  Reed,  L. 
M.  Shetterley  and  others,  of  the  Fidelity  Mu- 
tual Aid,  as  directors.  Is  it  the  old  mule  of  an- 
other color,  or  another  mule  of  the  old  c«lor ! 

— Vetoed. — The  governor  of  Idaho  has  vetoed 
the  anti-three-fourths-loss  clause  bill.  This 
clause  was  adopted  by  the  underwriters  to 
check  the  extraordinary  incendiarism  in 
Idaho. 

— The  Life  Underwriters  Association  of  the 
Pacific  is  in  prospect.  The  committee  on  or- 
ganization report  this  week,  and  submit  con- 
stitution and  by-laws  as  framed  by  them. 
Good  luck  to  the  project !  It  certainly  can  ac- 
complish something  for  the  good  of  the  busi- 
ness in  this  field. 

— Johnathan  J.  Berne,  said  to  be  about  the 
oldest  and  best  known  fire  insurance  ad- 
juster in  the  United  States,  died  in  Jack- 
sonville, Fla. ,  last  month.  Mr.  Berne  was  f or 
some  time  in  San  Francisco,  many  years  ago, 
with  R.  H.  Magill.  Mr.  Berne  was  the  author 
of  several  standard  insurance  works. 

— The  award  in  the  Liebes  Bros,  case,  the 
subject  of  contention  for  over  a  year,  is  an- 
nounced as  $110,000,  or  ^27,000  less  than  the 
original  amount.  The  origin  of  this  fire  was 
mysterious,  and  the  loss  claim  was  excessive. 
A  member  of  the  firm  has  since  had  a  dwelling 
fire.  They  are  unlucky,  to  say  the  least. 
— General  Agent  Herold  rode  in  the  proces- 
sion in  honor  of  the  Father  of  his  Country,  at 
the  head  of  the  N.  S.  G.  W.,  which  cabalistic 
letters,  we  hasten  to  add,  mean  native  sons 
of  the  golden  (or  glorious)  west.  Mr.  Herold, 
we  believe,  is  the  only  general  agent  in  this 
city  who  is  a  Native  Son  and  to  the  manner 
born. 


— The  largest  plate-glass  insurance  company 
is  the  Lloyds,  of  New  York,  i-epresented  by 
Chas.  Christensen. 

— Times  are  really  "picking  up."  Even  the 
compositors  at  the  Coast  Review  Priutery 
find  "pick-ups." 

— Vice-President  Evans  of  the  Continental  is 
in  the  city,  awaiting  the  issue  of  his  com- 
pany's injunction  suit. 

— The  Coast  Review  acknowledges  its  in- 
debtedness to  Edmond  C.  Giltner,  secretary 
of  the  State  Ins.  Co.  of  Salem,  Or. 

— If  your  company's  annual   statement  is  a  • 
creditable  one  it  will  look  exceedingly  well  on 
a  colored  page  in  the  Coast  Review. 

— The  Santa  Barbara  local  board  has  completed 
its  organization,  with  F.  M.  Whitney  as 
pi-esident ;  W.  W.  Burton,  vice-president,  and 
J.  O.  Coit,  secretary.  The  new  board  is  op- 
posed to  cutting  rates,  and  it  doesn't  ask  for 
lower  rates  either. 

— British  Columbia  Case.— The  insurer  set  up 
a  claim  for  deduction  for  depreciation,  based 
on  the  appraisers'  estimate  for  restoration. 
The  case  goes  to  the  supreme  court.  Plain- 
tiff says  the  amount  of  the  insurance  was  left 
to  the  agent,  who  was  not  unmindful  of  the 
amount  of  his  commission. 

— The  American  Employers'  Liability,  form- 
erly represented  here  and  "shown  up"'by  the 
Coast  Review,  has  finally  gone  into  the  hands 
of  areceiver,  as  the  speediest  and  easiest  way 
of  winding  up  its  affairs.  The  Amsirican  Em- 
ployers' Liability  was  a  notoriims  rate-cutter, 
like  the  American  Casualty. 

— To  Life  Solicitors :  We  print  on  page  20  of 
the  ad.  dept.  a  list  of  Pacific  Coast  co-opera- 
tives. There  is  a  moi-al,  but  it  must  be  ad- 
milted  that  the  assessment  compan J' of  to-day, 
compared  to  it  of  yesterday,  is  a  very  different 
scheme,  excepting  such  as  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 
Next  month,  on  the  same  page,  we  shall  print 
a  list  of  the  regular  life  in.surance  companies 
which  have  failed. 

— In  Schmurr  v.  State  Ins.  Co.  the  defendant 
Salem  company  refused  to  pay  because  a  car- 
barn had  been  erected  next  to  plaintiff's  house. 
Schmurr  claimed  that  the  company  knew  of 
the  existence  of  the  bai-n.  The  Portland 
court  instructed  the  jury  that  if  the  company 
received  notice  of  the  barn  from  any  source 
it  would  be  equivalent  to  notice  by  insured. 
The  case  has  been  appealed  to  the  supreme 
court. 
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—The  local  agents  at  Butte,  Mou.,  put  up 
bonds  to  stick  to  board  rates. 

— John  O.  Wilson,  of  Cosmopolis.  Wash.,  has 
been  appointed  agent  for  the  Manchester 
Fire. 

— The  Agnew  Brothers  have  been  appointed 
Oakland,  Cal.,  agents  for  the  Home  of  New 
York.  The  brothers  are  sons  of  Thomas 
Agnew,  broker. 

— Brannen  &  Kellogg  of  Denver  place  the 
Coast  Review  under  obligations  this  month. 
Ditto,  M.  Senders,  Albany,  Or.,  and  John  P. 
Tate,  Boise,  Idaho. 

— 'Oo  Was  Washington  ; — At  an  after-dinner 
speech  Mr.  Blank  adjusted  his  monocle  and 
said:  "There  his  to  be,  hi  hundei-stand,  au 
'oliday,  hon  the  21st  or  22d  of  February;  hi 
think  you  call  hit  Washington's  Birthday." 

— Wm.  Haitz,  a  successful  local  agent  at 
Seattle,  attended  the  annual  ''meet''  of  the 
F.  U.  A.  P.  in  this  city  last  month.  Mr.  Haitz 
represents  the  Milwaukee  Mechanics,  Trans- 
atlantic and  Western,  and  he  brags  of  the 
paid  fire  department  of  Seattle. 

—Elsewhere  appears  a  table  of  insurance  de- 
partment officials,  corrected  to  date.  Copies, 
for  correction,  were  sent  to  all  officials,  and 
replies  were  received  from  all  but  the  New 
Mexican.  Never  hearing  from  that  depart- 
ment, we  suspect  that  none  of  the  territorial 
auditorial  dons  or  hidalgos  can  read  English. 

— The  first  fire  chart  of  the  '95  crop  was  laid 
on  our  desk  February  27,  by  the  Spectator 
Company.  Nine  years'  figures  are  given,  and 
the  Mutual  Fire  is  classed  among  the  mu- 
tuals.  Out  here  the  company  poses  as  a  mu- 
tual or  capitalized  corporation,  according  to 
the  views  of  the  property-owner.  The  second 
chart  is  the  Investigator's,  which  has  features 
of  its  own. 

— J.  M.  Hartley,  special  agent  for  the  Conti- 
nental in  the  Southei-n  field,  called  on  the 
Coast  Review  last  week,  and  indulged  in  some 
interesting  reminiscences  of  the  "good  old 
days"  in  Iowa  in  the  late  '50s.  When  a  boy,  he 
carried  his  father's  daily  bank-deposit  in  a 
market-basket.  Paper  was  cheap  in  those 
days.  Bank-note  Detectors  were  on  every 
counter,  and  shin-plasters  were  deiwsited 
daily  in  banks  at  ten  per  cent,  discount.  The 
merchant  was  afraid  to  keep  his  bank-bills 
over  night  for  fear  that  next  day's  Detector 
would  announce  the  issuing  bank's  failure. 
"Good  old  days"  indeed  ! 


FORTY-NINTH  ANNUAL  STATEMENT 
Of   The 

Connecticut  Mutual 

LIFE     INSURANCE     COMPANY 

Of  Hartford,  Conn. 


Net  Assets,  January  1,  1894,  .   .   .  $59,926,199  59 
RECEIVED  IN  1M)4. 

For  Premiums $4.(;77.flT2  88 

?-(ir  Intrrcsl    and  Ufiits    .    .    :),20H,408  28 

Pnitlt  imd  Loss 19,37"  25 

$7,905,758  41 

$67,831,958  00 
niSB  VRSEIJ  IX  1SH4. 

For  rlaliiis  liv  death  and  ma- 
tured endowments $4,273,874  99 

Surplus  returned  to  polieyhold- 
ers 1.2fi5,415  20 

Lapsed  and  Surrendered  Polloles     B.59,"01  33 

Total  to  Policyholders,    .   .  Sti.198,991  52 

Commissions  to  Agents,  Salaries, 
Medical  Examiners"  fees.  Print- 
ing. Advertlslns,  Legal,  Keal 
Estate  and  all  other  Expenses  .    78K.039  98 

Taxks .300„i28  14 

7.285.559  64 

Balance  Net  Assets,  Dec.  31, 1894,  860,.546.398  36 

SCllEDVLK  OF  ASSETS. 

Loans  upon  Ileal  Estate,  first  lien $37,484,848  18 

Loans  upon  Stocks  and  Bonds 12.300  00 

Premium  Notes  on  Policies  In  force     .    .   .  1.2.A444  15 

Cost  of  Ueal  Estate  owned  hy  the  Company  .  7.3(i2.,583  74 

Cost  of  United  States  and  other  IJonds    .   .   .  12.2.511.890  25 

Cost  of  Bank  and  Railroad  Stocks 380,900  25 

Cash  In  Banks 1.784.0,32  .30 

Bills  reeelvahle '-S^h  f^ 

Agents' Ledger  Balances 3, 1 93  06 

$H0,546,398  36 

Add 

Interest  due  and  accrued     .   .   .$  991.4ii0  H3 

Rents  accrued 7,091  83 

Market  yalue  of  stocks  and  bonds 

over  cost  ...       486.721  50 

Xet  deferred  premiums    ....  203,253  01 

$1,688,526  97 

Gross  Assets,  December  31, 1894,  $62,234,9-25  33 

LiAiiii.rnKs: 

Amount  reriulred  to  re-Insure  all 
outstanding  Policies,  net.  Com- 
pany's standard      $.54,221,091  00 

All  other  llahllltles 1,137,62155 

$55,358,712  55 

Surplus .S6,876,212  78 

Ratio  of  expenses  of  management  to  reeetpts 
In  1894 9-94  per  cent. 

Policies  In  foroe  Dec.  31,  1894,  65,979 
Insuring $156,686,871  00 


Jacob  L.  Greene, 
John  M.  Taylor, 
Edward  M.  Buncb, 
DANIEL  H.  Wells,    - 


President 

Vice-President 

Secretary 

Actuary 


A.  K.  P.  HARMON,  Jr.,  District  Superintendent 
F.  R.  NOYES,  General  Agrent 

IVIills   Building,  San   pPQnoiseo. 


I20 


Ths  Coast  T^eview. 


—  "Anil  he  twisted  the  liau"s  tail." 

— E.  E.  Barackniau  succeeds  I.  A.  Willis  at 
Pasadeua,  Cal. 

— Suicide. — W.  E.  Houghton,  agent  at  Bakers- 
field,  Cal.     Short  in  his  accounts. 

—The  Marine  Underwritei's"  Association  held 
its  annual  meeting  and  banquet  on  February 
iqth. 

— And  the  Northwestern  of  Milwaukee  cut  no 
figure  in  the  war  after  all.  Nobody  seems  to 
have  been  aware  of  its  existence. 

— The  Clarksburg  Improvement  Co.  proposes 
to  insure  titles,  prosecute  claims,  re-claim 
sand-dunes,  buy  and  sell  land,  "and  insure 
the  shipwrecked."    Is  that  all; 

— Fire  Marshal  Towe  calls  our  attention  to  a 
misstatement  in  our  review  of  the  fire  patrol 
report.  Deicttive  electric  wires  were  resjwns- 
ible  for  four  fli-es  in  San   Francisco  last  year. 

— Does  rate-cutting  worry  you  a  bit.  Mr.  Fire 
Local;  Why  not  try  to  increase  your  in- 
come by  writing  a  little  life  or  casualty  busi- 
ness. Look  over  our  advertising  pages  and 
apply  for  an  agency. 

^Insurance  Year  Book  and  Post  Magazine 
Almanack:  London,  T.  J.  W.  Buckley.  Wine 
Office  Court,  Fleet  street;  price,  six  pence; 
280  pages.  Contains  a  vast  deal  of  informa- 
tion about  British  and  Continental  insurance 
of  all  kinds,  and  is  a  standard  work. 

— The  fight  at  Salem.  Or.,  -was  as  warm  as 
anywhere,  but  the  locals  finally  -came  to- 
gether and  buried  the  hatchet.  Messrs. 
Mitchell  and  Willis,  representing  the  Home 
and  Phoenix,  joined  the  local  boai'd.  Twenty- 
fqur  hours"  notice  of  withdrawal  is  required. 

—The  Spokane,  Wash.,  agents  have  organized, 
with  Moses  Oppenheimer  as  president.  Mr. 
Reynolds,  the  secretary,  discloses  one  of  the 
objects  of  the  local  combine.  He  says:  "We 
think  we  have  a  '  lead  pipe  cinch "  on  the  prop- 
osition to  lower  the  rates!"  The  home  office 
managers  will  "bless"  Mr.  Reynolds.  Hooray 
for  the  Spokane  local  board !  Now  let  us  hear 
from  Pasadena. 

AGENCY    IN    SOUTHERN    CALIFORNIA 
WANTED. 

An  old  experienced  insurance  man  desires 
the  agency  of  a  good  Fire  Insurance  Company 
at  Los  Angeles  or  Pa.sadena.  Cal. 

Address  The  Coast  Review, 

,SoS  Montgomery  St.,  San  Francisco. 


Twenty-Eighth  Annual  Statement  of  The 

UNION  CENTRAL  LIFE 

INSURANCE   COMPANY,  Of  Cincinnati 


Nkt  .\.>,>.f.ts.  Ja.makv  1,  IS'.M Sll0..i2!).313  3.i 

RECEIPTS. 

I'rciiilums  and  animitie.'i    .    .    .    $  2.!i.V.l.lr)4  '.'S 

Interest,  disfount  iS:  rents     .   .  "3,'),.')i:7  SW    3.ra4.T22  -'T 

$l4,224,03f(  62 
BISBURSEMEHTS. 

Dentil  eliiiniM *     .'iKT.l.'iS  .W 

.Matur<'[l  eiuidwiiienls 77,303  83 

.Surreiiilered  pi>lli'ies.  easli  divi- 
dends and  annuities .W7.12fl  '.'ll 

Total  Paid  Policyholders  $1,241,582  62 

'I'H.xes,  lepal  expenses,  interest 
iiu  eapitul  and  real  estate  e.\- 
penses 134.0i;ii  an 

('uninilsslons  to  afcents    ....  3iW,81t2  37 

I'rintinj:.  advertislut;.  rents,  sai- 
arii's  and  all  other  expenses  .  298,459  43    2,073,003  62 

Net  Assets,  Dec.  31,  1894  $12,152,032  00 

ASSETS. 

Casli  on  hand  and  In  banks     .   .    J     3:«.2.')'.l  01 

Kirst  mortjiaiie  loans  on  real 
estate  woi-tlt  double  the 
amount  loaned,  exclusive  of 
linlldlnKS     i)..398.202  7.i 

Home  ottiei'  and  real  estate 
linunht  to  secure  loans     .   .   .  :f70.74.i  38 

Premium  notes  and  loans  se- 
cured liy  policies 72l>,7.58  27 

t'asli  loans  on  policies  as  col- 
lateral           1.113,4I).5  19 

I'nltcd  States  and  city  honds- 
pnr  value     17,000  00 

Ottice  furniture,  safes  and  tix- 
tures      l.i,IH)0  Oil 

Hills  receivable,  a.eeucy  bal- 
ances and  accounts 178.1101  40 

Net  Ledger  Assets  at  Cost  "     $12,152,032  00 

Add--Interest  due  and  accrued  $  :!71.:«;l  .i8 
.Net  .  deferred    and    unreported 

preuiiunis iS3.8.i3  (i9 

Market  value  of  real  estate  and  W 

bonds  over  cost 8.423  .54      M\XKm  81 

Gronx  Assetn,  Dec.  SI,  1S94.  $l)i,71o,tt70  Ht 

LIABILITIES. 

Claims  for  death  losses  and   ma- 
tured endowments  not  due  or 
in  process  of  adjustment  .   .   .    $       111,784  94 
Dividends  due  policyholders  .    .  .5.32111 

Preuiiunis  paid  in  advance     .   .  84.1181  311 

Kcserve  fund  at  4  per  cent.     .   .     10.9:i.i.7U4  00 

Total  LiabiUties  .  $11,147,491  35 

Gross  Surplus  Four  per  cent,  standard    .  $1,568,179  46 
Gross  Surplus  Four-and-a-Half  per  cent, 
standard $2,474,225  46 

Total  number  of  policies  in  force  .   .   .  4.i,T4< 

Total  amount  insured .$75,211,298(10 

New  Policies  issued  and  revived  in  1894  12,iil."i 

Amount  insured  in  1894 22.724.724  (Ml 

OFFICERS: 

.I.No.  M.  I*A'r'riso\,  Pres.  R.  S.  lirs'r.  ■\'iee-Pres'(  " 
K.  P.  Maksiiai.l.  Pec'v  .7.  I!.  Clark.  Treasurer 
W.  L.  Davis,  Cashier  .1.  L.  Davis,  M.D.,  Med.  Diiec. 

Ci.AiiK  W.  Davis-.  M.D..  Med.  Direc. 

Ramsey.  Maxwkli,  &  Ramskv.  Counsel 

F.  A.  ARCHIBALD,   Manager  Pacific  Coast, 

San  Francisco,   Cala. 
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—The  Gieeuwich  general  aKency  has  been 
phiced  with  Tom  C.  Grant. 

—The  StOL'kton  Combined  Harvester  cases 
are  beintr  tried  at  Stocliton. 

—Meyer  v.  Great  Western,  Ual.  S.  C,  Oct. 
5,  1894,  appears  in  March  Law  Journal. 

—The  Fidelity  &  Casualty  Company  is  es- 
tablishin;;'  branches  in  the  southern  states. 

—The  Pacitic  Mutual  now  occupies  three 
floors  of  its  eight-story  home  office  building. 

—The  Buyer  &  Reich  claim  has  been  settled 
by  the  arbitrators  at  $110,000.  The  original 
claim  was  $137,600.  The  award  is  believed  to 
be  considerably  in  excess  of  the  actual  loss, 
but  the  companies  will  pay. 

— San  Diego's  fire  department  is  all  right,  but 
Special  Agent  Niles,  just  returned  from 
there,  says  the  mains — they  ai-e  only  4- inch, 
which  is  too  small — have  an  inch  of  mud  in 
them,  and  the  pressui-e  is  light. 

—Sample  Local  Ads.— "We  are  prepared  to 
offer  special  inducements  .\.xd  rates  on  policies 

now  carried  in  the ,  etc.,  etc."     "We  will 

take  up  the and  the policies  at  half 

rates."  "The  war  is  over,  and  we  won  the 
victory  1" 

— At  last  accounts  all  the  local  agents  in  Sail 
Lake  were  in  the  union.  The  non-boarders 
were  represented  by  specials.  The  Salt 
Lakers  refused  to  abide  by  the  "suspension  of 
non-intercourse"  at  San  Fi-ancisco. 

—Right  in  the  midst  of  the  hot  war  at  Salt 
Lake  there  was  a  hot  $60,000  fire,  and,  strange 
to  say,  it  had  a  cooling  effect.  There  has 
been  a  good  deal  less  rate-cutting  since.  One 
big  policy  had  just  been  placed  on  the  ri.sk  at 
a  fifty  per  cent.  cut. 

— Type-setting  machines  which  cast  a  whole 
line  are  now  in  general  use  in  the  smaller 
Coast  cities  and  in  provincial  towns  like  New 
York.  As  the  machine  saves  money,  the  San 
Fran<'isco  dailies  may  likewise  use  it.  One 
already  is  machine  set.  Another  type-set- 
ting machine,  is  pronounced  a  success,  actually 
sets  and  distributes  type.  The  former,  and 
perhaps  the  lattei-,  is  leased,  the  lessee  agree- 
ing to  carry  $1,000  insurance  on  each  machine. 
There  is  said  to  be  no  salvage,  the  mechanism 
being  so  delic-ate  that  a  little  damage  makes 
a  total  loss.  When  you  see  a  paper  with  side- 
heads  and  .sub-heads  in  Roman  capitals- 
especially  if  the  print  is  smeary  and  cheap- 
looking,  you  may  conclude  that  it  is  .set  by 
machinerv. 


— K.  S.  Ci'itchell,  of  a  Chicago  leading  agency, 
representing  the  Niagara  and  several  other 
thriving  companies,  was  in  this  city  last 
week.  General  Agent  Herold  showed  Mr.  C. 
the  sights  of  the  city,  and  the  Chicago  gentle- 
man will  hereafter  view  his  own  city  as 
through  the  little  end  of  a  telescope. 

-In  Glover  v.  Ro;'hester  German  the  Wash- 
ington supreme  court  decides  in  favor  of  plain- 
tiff. Appraisers  placed  the  value  of  (ilover's 
stock  at  $50,819,  and  the  loss  at  $24,550.  The 
superior  court,  knowing  more  about  the  mat- 
ter than  experts,  vacated  the  award  and 
placed  the  loss  at  $45,000.  The  supreme  court 
aflflrms.     Pay  up  and  look  pleasant. 


The  Coast  Review 

Insurance  Cliart 

/.s  nmv  bi'liuj  jin'iKurd.  It  irill  Ik  iiriiil- 
ed  iuniicdiatiln  (ificv  the  foreiyn  riniijjuii- 
ks  file  their  Miitenienti'. 


For  Fire  Insurance. 

Assets  in  United  States I!ti!i,:$8!>,0!»-J  <iO 

Net  Surphis *    <!ai,t!4r.  «8 

Writing  Large  Lines  On  Desirable  Uusincss. 

Applications  for  Agencies  or  luformatiou  slioiild 

be  addressed 

For  Eastern  and  Middle  States: 

WILLIAM  BELL,         I  -,   ,    ,  Maua"»Ts 

WILLIAM   WOOD.        ,  .l>'mt  Maua„trs. 

WILLLAM  M.  BALLAKD.  Branch  Secy. 

•^1  Nassau  (St.,  (Eifuitalde  BldR.I,         New  Vorlt. 

For  Western  .States: 

tJEOROE  M.  FISHEK,  Manajfer. 

•iO.->  La  Salle  Street,  CliieaSTO,  111. 

For  Southern  .States: 

FINLEY  &  JANVIER.  Managers. 

rM-'t'i  ('anip  Street,  New  Orleans.  La. 

For  Faeific;  f'oast: 

CHARLES  A.  LATON.  Manager. 

4,39  California  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal  . 
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^BM  FrancDsco  Insmiraece  Directory 


ADVKUTISEUS    IN    LAI'S. 


Directory  of  San  Francisco  Fire  and  Marine 
Insurance  Agencies. 


Tele- 
phone 


5107 


301 


331 


354 


278 


427 


1842 


684 


1466 


General  AgenU  and  Companies.   \  Address. 


BAILEY,  JAS.  D 

Ins.  Co.  North  America 

BALFOUR.  GUTHRIE  &  CO. 
(Geo.  W.  Spencer,  Manager! 
American,  N.  J. 

Manchester,  Eng. 
Caledonian.  Edinburgh 

BALFOUR.  GUTHRIE  &  CO.    . 
(A.  H.  Small.  Manager) 
British  &  Foreign  Marine 
Yangtsze.  Shanghai 


BELDEN  &  COFRAN 

Hartford  Fire 

N.  Y.  Underwriters  Agency 


BERTHEAU,  CESAR    .    . 
Germania,  N.  Y. 
Hanover.  N.  Y. 
United  Firemens,  Phila. 
Flremens.  Md. 


BOARDMAN.  GEO.  C. 
.Etna.  Hartford 


BRADFORD.  JOHN  D.   .    . 
Fire  Association,  Phila. 


BROWN.  CRAIG  &  CO. 
Phenix,  Brooklyn 
American,  Phila. 
Pennsylvania.  Phila. 
Svea.  Sweden 


BUTLER  &  HALDAN 

Phoenix.  London 
Providence-Washington,  R.  T. 

CALLINGHAM,  W.  J 

j        Scottish  Union,  Edinburgh 
Orient,  Hartford 


SK)  1  CATTON,  BELL  &  CO. 
Union,  London 


19,T 


321 


1886 


698 


832 


CHRISTENSEN,  CHAS 

American-Central,  St.  Louis 
Delaware.  Phila. 
Pacific.  New  York 


CRAIG,  HUGH  ....... 

New  Zealand,  Auckland 


DEVLIN,  FRANK  J. 

Atla.s,  London 


DICKSON.  ROBT 

Connecticut,  Hartford 
Queen,  New  York 
Royal  Exchange,  London 


General  Agents  and  Companies.   I    Address. 


412  Calif. 
323  Calif. 

316  Calif. 

313  Calif. 
1  210  Sans. 

514  Calif. 

308  Pine 
407  Montg 

413  Calif. 
420  Calif. 

406  Calif. 

317  Calif. 


DORNIN,  GEO.  D.    .   . 
National,  Hartford 


I  DRIFFIELD,  V.  C 

Transatlantic.  Hamburg 

5836  I  DUGAN,  A.  G 

Springfield,  Mass. 


312  Calif. 
300  Sans. 
401  Montg 

409  Calif. 
213  Sans. 
215  Sans. 


1  Tele-  ' 
' phone 

1991      DUTTON,  Wm.  J !  401  Cilit 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn.,  Phila.' 
Rhode  Island  Underwriters 
1  Union.  Phila. 

j'     5585  •    DU  VAL,  W.  S 3.21  pj^g 

Continental,  New  York 

1991      FIREMAN'S  FUND  INS.  Co.     '  401  Calif. 

128     W.  H.  C.  Fowler     216  Sans. 

5167  1  FRIEND,  W.  H 428  Calif.  ■ 

Merchants,  N.  J. 

5597      GASKILL.  V.  W 3,3  Callf. 

United  States.  New  York        j 

16.32     GRANT,  GEO 501  Montg 

London  Assurance,  London 
Northern  Assurance.  London 

71     GRANT,  TOM  C |  212  Pine 

North  British  &  Mercantile     1 

288     GUTTE  &  FRANK 303  Calif. 

Magdeburg.  Germany 
Wilhelma.  Germany 
National  Marine,  London 

I  Federal  Marine,  Switzerland 

II  Associated  Assurance  Co's 

4.33     GRANT,  H.M j  433  Calif. 

American,  N.  Y. 
1  \        British  America 

I  I        Western,  Toronto 

38      HARRISON,  Wm.  GREER      ..     305  Calif. 

Thames  &  Mersey  Marine 

666      HAVEN,  CHAS.  D.  .        ■  .    ;  .   .     4.>2  Calif. 
Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe 

1184  j  HEROLD,  Jr.,  RUDOLPH     ..     41.^  Calif. 

I        Hamburg-Bremen  w 

I        Niagara,  N.  Y.  j- 

1086     HOME  MUTUAL  INS.  CO.  .   .1  318  Calif. 

128     JACOBY,  FRANZ 216  Sans. 

Prussian  National  "     | 

208  '  JAMES.  N.  T 4ifi  Calif. 

Alliance,  London 

336  I  Wm.  J.  Landers     205  Sans. 

I  -  I 

396      L4.TON.  CHAS.  A '  43,q  Calif. 

Palatine,  Eng. 

746      MACDONALD.  W.M 315  Montg 

London  c&  Lancashire,  Eng. 

1034     MAGILL,  A.  E 325  Calif. 

Home,  N.  T. 
.  Phoenix,  Hartford 

169     MANN  &  WILSON 322  Calif. 

Lancashire,  Eng. 
Agricultural,  N.  Y. 
Girard,  Phila. 
I        Teutonia.  New  Orleans 
St.  Paul 

La  Fonclere  Marine 
L"  Universe  Marine 

538  I  MAXWELL,  J.  D 421  Calif. 

I       Firemens,  N.  J.  1 
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15»4 
1015 
5136 

1892 

5810 

5I6T 
5359 

1666 
5577 
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!'  Tele-  !  I 

AdtlieKS.        phone      Oenerat  AgeiiU  and  CniiipdiiieK.       AUilrexx. 


MULLINS,  C.  F 

Commercial  Union,  Eng. 

OKELL,  DONNELL  &  CO. 
Patriotic,  Dublin 


POTTER,  ED.  E 

Franklin,  Phila. 
Williamsburg  City,  N.  Y. 


SPENCER.  D.  A.  .    .    . 
Westchester,  N.  Y. 


SPEYER,  WALTER  .    . 
North  German,  Germany 


SYZ,  H.  W 

Helvetia  Swiss 
Baloise.  Switzerland 
Swiss  Marine  Combined. 

SUN  INS.  CO..  San  Francisco 


TYSON,  GEO.  H 

German-American.  N.  Y. 


Geo.  W.  Turner 


VOSS,  CONRAD  &  CO 

Aachen  &  Munich,  Germany 
Traders,  111. 
Glens  Falls.  N.  Y. 
Frankfurt  Marine 
Bavarian  Lloyd  Marine 

WARREN  &  LANKTREE     ,    . 
Milwaukee  Mechanics.  Wis. 


WATT,  ROLLA  V.  .    .    . 
Royal,  Liverpool 
Norwich  Union,  Eng. 


301  Calif 

■111  Calif. 
.-.08  Calif. 

40il  Calif. 
225  Sans. 
410  Calif. 

428  Calif. 
435  Calif. 

322  Montg 
aOJ  Sans. 


410  Calif. 
500  Montg 


San  Francisco  Life,  Accident  and  Miscellan- 
eous Agencies. 


Tele- 
phone 


Oeneral  Agenta  and  Cmnpanies.    I    Aridrene. 


AMERICAN  SURETY  Co.,  N.Y.;  331  Pine 

ARCHIBALD,  F.  A mS  Calif. 

Union  Central  Life,  Cincinnati 

i 

.5017     CADMAN  &  KITTLE 307  Calif.. 

Standard  Life  and  Accident   ' 

195     CRISTENSEN,  CHAS 317  Calif. 

Lloyds  Plate  Glass,  N.  Y. 


.5>44      DUNPHY.  W.  H.   . 
Home  Life,  N.  Y. 


Flood  Bly 


l'.03     FIELD,  H.  K Mills  Big 

New  England  Mutual  Liie 


1376      FORBES  &  SON,  A.  B. 
Mutual  Life.  N.  Y. 


Mutual 
Life   Big 


FOWLER,  E.  S 

Preferred  Accident,  N.  Y. 


1686 


5740 

16<19 


1696 


GRAY,  JOHN  H 

Washington  Life.  N.  Y. 


HARMON.  Jr.,  A.  K.  P 

Connecticut  Mutual  Life 

Hartford 


E.  H.  Hart 


HASKELL,  W.  W 

Travelers.  Hartford 

HAWES,  ALEX.  G 

New  York  Life,  N.  Y. 

HOUGHTON,  H.  B 

^Etna  Life  (&  accident!  Conn. 


LANDERS,  JOHN.      . 
Manhattan  Life,  N.  Y. 
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LEAVITT,  W.  C 

Union  Mutual  Life.  Me. 


MANN  &  WILSON 

Hartford  Steam  Boiler 
Metropolitan  Plate  Glass, 


MAXWELL.  J.  D 

London  Guarantee  &  Accident 
New  York  Plate  Glass 


MUNSELL.  Jr.,  JAS.  .   .    . 
Mutual  Benetil  Life.  N.  J. 


1015 


750 


621 


OKELL,  DONNELL  &  CO.    .    . 
Employers"  Liability,  London 

PACIFIC  MUTUAL  LIFE,  S.  F. 

PACIFIC  SURETY  CO..  S.  F.  . 

PARDEE,  S.  C 

Fidelity  and  Casualty.  N.  V. 


PARKER,  C.  T.  M 

Massachusetts  Mutual  Lite 


Mills   Big 
332  Montg 

Mills   Big 

Chron.  Big 
214  Montg 

Mills   Big 
212  Sans. 
240  Montg 
419  Calif. 
322  Calif. 

421  Calif. 

415  Montg 

411  Calif. 

508  Montg 
308  Sans. 
219  Sans. 

214  Pine 


970 


5161 


17;fil 


PRATT,  GEO.  C 

Provident  Savings,  N.  Y. 

RIPLEY,  GEO.  H 

Equitable  Life,  N.  Y. 

SMITH.  CLARENCE  M.     ... 
Northwestern  Mut..  Milwaukee 

STOLP,  G.  M 

National  Life,  Vt. 


UNITED  STATES  MUT.  ACCI. 

VOSS,  CONRAD  &  CO.     .       .    . 
Frankfort  Acci.  &  Plate  Glass 


405  Montg 
Crock' r  Big 
Phelan  Big 
CrockrBlg 

401  Calif. 
•HH  Sans. 
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35th  ANNUAL  Statement  of  the 


«      *      * 


EQUITABLE 

LIFE  ASSURANCE  SOCIETY 


Fur  Ihf   Yi-iir  Kuilhiij  IJrr.  .'Hut.   1SU4 


Or  The  United  States 


ASSETS. 

Bomls  ami  Mml^'ascs     $  2fi.342.841  IC, 

Hcjil  fstatf.  iiicluiling  The  Flquitablc  Buikl- 

Iiiji  and   pui'fhascs  under  foreclosure  of 

morts-'ajres 24.322.723  U\ 

I'nlted    States    stocks,   state    storks,   eity 

stocks,  and  other  investnieuts 10T.Hlit.(i3t:  .')2 

Loans  secured  liv  bonds  and  stocks  iinarket 

value.  $7. 4(11. 4.'iV,i .•i.(;c,3..i(l()  Oil 

Real  estate  outside  the  state  ot   New  Vork. 

Includlnfi    purchases    under    foreclosure 

and  otfice  tniildiinis ir,.0iX)..Vi4  81 

Cash  in  hand  and  In  transit  (since   received 

and  liivesteiii 2.287.14(111.-, 

lutei'cst  and  rents  due  and  accrued     ....  527.2UU  0(i 

First  vear's  lU'eniiunis  due  and  unreported. 

less  "cost  of  collection .i43.8.37  U(l 

Renewal   ijreiuiuuis  due    and    unreported. 

less  cost  of  eolleclion      (U.i.Sill  0(1 

Deferred  first  vear's  prennuni.s.  less  cost  of 

colleetlou      2.W.lil8  00 

Deferred   renewal   iireniiunis,   less  cost    of 

collection 1.741.898  00 

Assets  December  31st,  1894     .   .$185,044,310  06 


We  liercity  certify,  that  after  u  personal  examination  of 
the  securities  and  accounts  dcserilied  in  the  fcu'cKoinii 
statement  for  the  year  18iU.  we  Hud  the  same  to  lie  true 
and  correct  as  stated.  The  stocks  and  bonds  in  the  above 
statements  are  valued  at  the  market  price  December  31. 
1894. 


Thos.  D.  Jordan, 

Comptroller. 


Francis  W.  J.\ckson. 

Auditor. 


INCOME. 

Premium  Rei'elpts .         $3(i".038,931  09 

Cash  received   for  Interest.   Rents,  and 

Dividends 7.(130.79.5  42 

Income $43,669,726  51 

DISBXIRSEMENTS. 

Death  Claims *11.03ii,(;79  71 

Malured    and     discounted 

Kndowments 9.i2.0.i4  CiCi 

.Vnnuities     38,i.811  98 

Surrender  Values     ....  3.4(iS.3.',l  04 

Matured  Tontine  Values.  1.490.721  00 
Dividenils  paid   to  Pollcv- 

holders 2,139,731  58 

Paid  PoUcyholders  $19,473,352  97 

,\ll  other  payments:  commissions, 
taxeis,  salaries,  advertising  and 
general  expenses 7,953,130  96 

Disbursements $27,426,483  93 

ASSURANCE. 
Outstanding  Assurance  Dec.  31,  1894,  $913,556,733  00 

In  the  above  Statement  of  Outstanding  Assur- 
ance, Installment  Policies  issued  during  1894,  and 
previous  thereto,  have  been  reduced  to  their  com- 
muted value. 

Total  Amount  of  New  Assurance  Ap- 
plied for  in  1894 $256,552,736  00 

Amount  Declined '.    .  •      39,436,748  00 

New  Assurance  Written  in  1894  .   .     $217,115,988  00 


LIABILITIES. 

Reserve  on  all  existing  policies  cal- 
culated on  a  4"u  standai'd,  and  all 
other  UabUities $147,564,507  21 


Undivided  Surplus  on  a  4"u  stand'rd       37,479,802  85 


Surplus,  3'/.  "„  stan'rd,  $27,258,764.85 


1  hereby  certify  to  the  correctness  of  the  abo^  c  calcu- 
lation of  the  reserve  and  surplus.  Dividends  will  be  de- 
clared, as  heretofore,  on  the  basis  of  a  4"„  standard. 


J.  G.  Van  Cise.  Assistant  Actuary. 


The  business  of  the  Equitable  So^ety  is  eon" 
ducted  on  the  Mutual.  All  Cash.  plan.  No  notes 
are  held  for  first  year  or  renewal  premiums. 


We,  the  undersigned,  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Equitable  Society,  in  accordance 
with  its  by-laws,  to  revise  and  verify  all  its  affairs 
for  the  year  1894.  hereby  certify  that  we  have,  in 
person,  carefully  examined  the  accounts,  and 
counted  and  examined  in  detail  the  assets  of  the 
Society,  and  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing 
statement  thereof  is  true  and  correct  as  stated. 
Special  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Directors  :— 

T.  S.  Young.  H.  S.  Terbei.l. 

U.  W.  Carleton.  W.  B.  Kendai.f..     . 

E.  Boddinot  Colt, 


OIKKCTOKS 


H.  B.  HYDE,  President 


JAMES  W.  ALEXANDER,  Vice-President 


LOriS  FITZGERALD 
MARVIX  HIGHITT 
LEVI  P.  MORTON 
CHAlNt'EV  .M.DEPEW 
.JOHN  SLOANE 
E.  BOIDIXOT  COLT 
H.  S.  TERRELL 
WM.  ALEXANDER 
DAXIEL  R.  XOVES 
A.  VAX  BERGEX 
DAXIEL  LORD 
M.  E.  IXGALLS 
J.  r.  DeXAVARRO 


GAGE  E.  TARBELL 
JOHX  D.  .JOXES 
AV.M,  A.  ^^  HEELOCK 
CORXELirS  X.  BLI.SS 
H.  .J.  FAIRCHILD 
FRAXK  THOMPSOX 
THOMAS  S.  YOrXG 
HORACE  PORTER 
G.  W.  PHILLIPS 
T.  DE  WITT  CUYLER 
HEXRY  R.  WOLCOTT 
DRAYTOX IVES 


.lOHX  A.  STEWART 
HEXRY  (;.  MARQUAXD 
M.  HARTLEY 
AIGIST  RELMOXT 
SIR  W.  C.  VAX  HORXE 
G.  \V.  t  ARLETOX 
.lOHX  .1.  M( COOK 
EDWARD  W.  SCOTT 
ALAXSOX  TRASK 
OLIVER  AMES 
.lACGB  H.  SCHIFF 
T.  D.  .JORDAN 


HEXRY  A.  HURLBUT 
WM.  B.  KEXDALL 
H. M. ALEXAXDER 
CHARLES  S.  S.MITH 
S,  BORROWE 
E.W.LAMBERT 
(iEORGE  .1.  GOULD 
C.  B.  ALEXAXDER 
JOSEPH  T.  LOW 
EUSTACE  C.FITZ 
.JAMES  H.  DUXHAM 
S.  D.  RIPLEY 
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The  Otey  Manual. 


h\rfrtfffs  frinn  11  Ff/i:  of  the   M<inij    ('iiiiifilinifnlKrij 
Letters. 

The  following  extracts  from  a  few  of  the  many 
complimentary  letters  give,  better  evidence  of  the 
merits  of  the  Manual  than  any  expressions  of  ours: 

Lodi,  Cal.,  Sept.  27.  I  have  examined  the  Manual 
thoroughly  and  am  well  pleased  with  it.  1  deem  it 
a  great  help  in  making  out  policy  rates. 

John  B.  Lillie. 
A  very  valuable  book. 

S.  Blum  &  Bro. 
.   iS.     An  excellent  work,  and 
C.  H.  Dyar. 
It  is  a  most  excellent  work. 
G.  B.  Grow  &  Co. 
Nov. 


Martinez.  Nov.  14. 

Ontario,  Cal.,  Nov. 
useful. 
San  Diego,  Nov.  15. 


19- 


It  is  very  useful. 

F.  R.  Hafer. 
Replete  with  useful 
R.  G.  O'Brien. 


Carson  City.  Nev. 

Olympia,  Wash.,   Nov. 
information. 

Nevada  City,  Cal..  Nov.  11.  I  am  much  pleased 
with  it,  finding  it  full  of  infonnation,  plainly  given. 

Frank  Power. 

North  Yakima.  Nov.  iS.  Contains  a  great  deal  of 
desired  information.  Young  &  Spinning. 

Aberdeen,  Sei)l.  9.  It  is  a  great  help  to  us  in 
learning  the  working  of  yovir  company  and  in  rat- 
ing different  risks.  Wilcox  &  Mack. 


Digest  of  Recent  Insurance  Decisions. 

FIIIK. 
Ihiiiii     Ills.    Co.   r.  Siilitli,   ('.    ('.    A.    Ti\i-<is.  ;.'.';    .S. 

T1-.  H.  ?(;4. 

TITl.K. 

Under  the  provision  of  a  policy  that  it  shall 
be  void  if  the  subject  of  in.surauce  be  buiUl- 
ing's  upon  ground  not  owned  by  the  insured  in 
fee  simple,  a  want  of  such  title  precludes  re- 
covery. 

O  0 

o 

Diiiiiliii  F.  Ins.  Cii.  i\  DierkK,  Nch.  S.  C.  HI  jV.   IT, 
li.   74(1. 

IXCr.MHK.VNCK. 

Where  an  insurer  incumbers  his  personal 
property  by  a  chattel  mortgage  after  such  prop- 
erty has  been  insured, — and  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  the  policy, — he  may  neverthe- 
less recover  the  value  of  the  Insured  property 
destroyed  if  at  the  time  of  its  destrtiction  it 
was  free  from  the  lieu  of  the  mortgage, 

xoTrct:  OK  i.oss, 

A  policy  pi'ovided  that  in  case  of  loss  the  in- 
sured should  forthwith  give  the  company  writ- 
ten notice  thereof.  The  insured  did  not  him- 
self give   such   notice,    but  the   insurer,   .soon 
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aftei-  the  destruetiou  of  the  insured  property 
by  fire,  received  notice  in  writing  thereof  from 
one  of  its  ag'ents,  residing  in  the  vicinity 
where  the  loss  occurred,  and  through  whom 
the  insurance  was  phiced :  and  refused  to  pay 
the  loss  on  the  ground  that  the  policy  at  the 
date  of  the  fire  was  not  in  force.  Held :  ( i ) 
That  the  insurance  contract  should  not  be  so 
technically  construed  as  to  compel  insured  to 
furnish  information  to  the  insurer  which  it  al- 
ready possessed.  (2)  That  the  verdict  of  the 
jury  did  not  lack  evidence  to  support  it  because 
the  allegation  of  the  insured,  in  the  petition, 
that  he  had  notified  the  company  of  the  loss, 
was  not  proved. 

The  right  of  a  company  to  notice  of  loss  is  a 
right  which  the  company  may  waive ;  and 
when  the  insurer  denies  all  liability  for  the 
loss,  and  refuses  to  pay  the  same,  and  places 
such  denial  and  refusal  upon  g'rounds  otVier 
than  the  failure  of  the  insured  to  give  notice 
of  the  loss,  such  denial  and  refusal  avoid  the 
necessity  of  such  notice. 

An  insured,  in  a  suit  on  a  policy,  alleged  in 
his  petition  that,  as  provided  by  the  terms  of 
the  policj',  he  gave  notice  of  the  loss  in  writ- 
ing to  the  insurer,  and  g'ave  notice  of  said  loss 
to  the  agent  of  the  insurer  nearest  to  where 
the  loss  occuiTed.  The  company,  by  its  an- 
swer, expi-essly  denied  this  averment  of  the 
petition,  and  pleaded  as  an  ailirmative  defense 
to  the  action  that  the  insured,  contrai'y  to  the 
provisions  of  the  insurance  contract,  and  with- 
out the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  insurer, 
incumbered  the  insured  property  by  a  chattel 
mortgage,  and  that  said  mortgage  was  a  lien 
on  the  insured  property  at  the  time  it  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire ;  and  that  by  reason  of  such 
conduct  of  the  insured  the  policy  was  not  in 
force  at  the  date  of  the  destruction  of  the  in- 
sured property.  Held:  (i)  That  the  defense 
that  the  policy  was  not  in  force  at  the  time 
the  loss  occurred  was  inconsistent  with  the 
defense  of  want  of  notice  of  the  loss;  (2)  that 
the  company,  by  placing  its  defense  to  the  ac- 
tion on  the  ground  that  the  policy  sued  upon 
was  not  in  force  at  the  time  of  the  destructicm 
of  the  property,  waived  the  provision  in  the 
policy  which  required  the  insured  to  give  no- 
tice of  the  loss,  and  made  that  issue  wholly 
immaterial. 

o         o 

o 

l\'(ishl)itiii  Mill  C(i.  V.  Fire  Asfiociatioii,  Minn.  >^. 
('..  1:1  N.  W.  R.  S'JS. 

K<IKK('l.().'<lKK — NOTICK   OF    N'ON-KEDK.Ml'TIDX. 

Where  property  is  insured  for  the  benefit  of 
the  mortgagee,  as  its  interest  may  appear,  and 


the  mortgage  has  been  duly  foi'ec.osed  pi'ior  to 
the  time  of  such  insurance,  and  the  premium 
paid  by  the  mortgagee,  but  the  time  for  re- 
demption not  having  expired  until  a  period 
subsequent  to  the  insurance,  held,  that  the 
noni'edemption  from  the  mortgage  sale  by  the 
owner  of  the  premises  did  not  work  an  aliena- 
tion of  the  property,  so  as  to  defeat  the  policy, 
but  that  an  action  might  be  maintained  in  case 
of  loss  without  notice  to  the  company  of  such 
noni-edemption,  and  a  notation  thereof  made 
on  the  policy,  notwithstanding  the  policy  pro- 
vided that  the  mortgagee  should  notify  the 
company  of  any  change  of  ownership  in  the. 
property  insured,  and   that  it  be  so  noted  on 

the  policy. 

00 

o 

(icnnaii  Miit.  lux.  Co.  v.  Niewedde,  Iml.  -1pp.  '' 

■V)  N.  E.  R.  .->34. 

M()l{T(iAGE — W.VIVEK. 

Where  application  for  insurance  is  orally 
made,  and  there  are  no  questions  asked  con- 
cerning incumbrances,  and  the  insured  is  un- 
aware that  the  existence  of  a  mortgage  was 
fatal  to  his  insurance,  the  insurer  will  be 
deemed  to  have  waived  a  provision  for  forfeit- 
ure by  reason  of  existing  incumbrances. 

T.VX    LIST    EVIDENCE. 

In  an  action  on  a  policy,  the  sworn  tax  list 
rendered  by  insured  is  inadmissible  in  evi- 
dence to  ('ontradict  the  insured's  testimony  as 
to  the  value  of  the  property,  it  being  an  ad- 
mission for  a  special  purpose. 

o        o 

o  » 

CiiUin.'iv.   Lniidini  Assiir.  ('ar..  I'd.  S.  ('.  .Ul  A.  R. 

!):24. 

INdMHKAXCES. 

In  an  action  on  a  policy  on  buildings  the  afll- 
davit  of  defense  alleged  certain  facts  as  to 
giving  mortgages  on  the  property,  the  rendi- 
tion of  judgment  on  a  judgment  note  against 
the  assured,  and  sherifli's  sale  of  the  property, 
and  that  such  facts  constituted  bi-eaches  of 
specified  conditions  of  the  policy.  The  parties 
agreed  "to  dispense  with  a  trial  by  jury,  Und 
to  submit  the  said  case  to  the  decision  of  the 
court  on  the  facts  and  questions  of  law  raised 
by  the  defendant  in  its  affidavit  of  defense, 
which  facts  are  to  be  taken  as  admitted  as  al- 
leged in  said  defense."  Held,  that  the  al- 
leged violations  of  such  conditions  or  legal  con- 
clusions were  not  admitted  by  such  stipula- 
tion, but  only  the  facts  which  defendant  al- 
leged warranted  such  conclusions. 

Where  a  company  issues  a  policy  on  build- 
ings incumbered  by  mortgage  and  judgment,  . 
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aud  the  assured  makes  no  representations  as 
to  incumbrances,  the  rights  of  the  assured  are 
not  affected,  under  a  condition  that,  if  the 
hazard  be  increased  by  any  means  within  the 
control  or  knowledsre  of  theinsui-ed,  the  policy 
shall  be  void,  by  the  fact  that  there  is  a  sale 
under  the  judgment. 

INCKEASE   OF    HAZAKI). 

A  condition  in  a  policy  on  buildings,  that, 
"if  the  hazard  be  increased  by  any  means 
within  the  control  or  knowledgre  of  the  in- 
sured," it  shall  be  void,  is  intended  to  protect 
the  property  during  the  life  of  the  policy  from 
fire  by  change  in  its  structure,  methods  of 
heating,  addition  of  outbuildings,  etc.,  and 
does  not  relate  to  a  subsequent  sale  under  a 
pre-existing  judgment  or  incumbrance. 

OWNERSHIP. 

A  condition  in  a  policy  that  it  shall  be  void 
if  the  interest  of  the  assured  be  other  than 
the  unconditional  and  .sole  ownership,  relates 
to  ownership  when  the  policy  is  issued. 

MOKTi;A(ii:    AN'I)    TITLE. 

AV'here  a  mortgage  is  unaccompanied  by  any 
personal  obligation,  and  the  mortgagors  and 
another  give  an  assignee  of  the  mortgage  a 
personal  judgment  note  for  the  balance  then 
due  on  the  mortgage,  a  sale  of  the  property  on 
execution  issued  on  the  judgment  entered  on 
such  note  is  not  a  foreclosure  of  the  moi'tgage 
within  the  meaning  of  a  condition  of  a  policy, 
issued  after  such  judgment  vras  rendered,  de- 
claring the  iwlicy  void  if,  with  assured' s 
knowledge,  "  foreclosure  proceedings  be  com- 
menced, or  notice  of  sale  of  any  property  cov- 
ered by  this  policy,  by  virtue  of  any  mort- 
gage." 

A  sale  bj'  a  sheriff  does  not  pass  title,  within 
the  meaning  of  a  condition  iu  a  policy  prohibit- 
ing change  of  title,  until  alter  he  acknowl- 
edges and  delivers  the  deed. 


LIFE. 

Mutidil  Life  Ills.  I'll.  i\  Simiixiin.  Tci:  (.'.  ('.  A.  2H 
S.  W.  li.  s:r,. 

AXSWEUS. 

^Vhere  an  applicant  for  insurance  is  asked 
whether  he  has  headache,  and  answers  "No," 
a  finding  by  the  court  that  his  answer  was 
true,  though  when  overworked  he  \vas  subject 
to  headaches,  is  proper. 

Where,  in  answer  to  the  question,  "Do  you 
ever  di'ink  wine?"  etc.,  the  applicant  an- 
swered, "Not  at  all,"  a  finding  that  the  an- 
swer was  true  is  wan-anted  by  evidence  that 


he  occasionally  drank  to  excess,  though  he  did 
not  di'ink  habitually. 

I'llVSICIAX. 

A  jihysiciau  cannot  testify  as  to  whether  a 
certain  ailment  would  bring  to  a  man  a  knowl- 
edge that  he  was  not  in  prefect  health. 

* 

Mnlhni  r.  N.  C.  ('athiilh-   Mut.  Bin.  A.,  hi.    S.    C. 

(!1  M.   W.  R.  .9-'S. 

MAILINO    NOTICE  OF    ASSESSMENT. 

Where  the  constitution  of  a  mutual  benefit 
association  requires  notice  of  assessment  to  be 
given  its  members  by  "mailing  them  a  notice 
tn  their  last  address  as  shown  by  the  branch 
books,"  and  a  notice  is  mailed  to  a  member  at 
a  different  address  from  that  shown  in  such 
books,  a  failure  by  the  assured  to  pay  the  as- 
sessments will  not  forfeit  his  rights  under  his 
certificate  of  membership. 

Where  a  contract  of  insurance  required  a 
notice  of  assessments  to  be  mailed  to  the 
beneficiary,  placing  a  notice,  properly  ad- 
dressed and  stamped,  upon  a  desk  from  which 
the  mail  carrier,  whenever  he  delivered  mail, 
took  letters  so  left  to  deposit  them  in  the  mail, 
was  not  a  mailing  of  the  notice  within  the 
contemplation  of  the  contract. 

IXD/VIDIAL  (III  LLOYDS  ACCIDENT. 

Hiss   r.  Van  Auken,  N.  Y.  ('.  C.  Pirns.  32  N.  Y. 

Supp.  12ft. 

VOLUNTAlSr    EXPOSIKE. 

The  insured,  who  was  cashier  of  a  bank, 
called  at  a  sawmill  to  have  some  lumber  cut 
for  a  cabinet  to  be  used  in  the  bank.  While 
standing  near  a  saw  he  stepped  on  a  block, 
which  was  concealed  in  the  sawdust  on  the 
floor,  aud  instinctively  threw  out  his  arm  to  re- 
cover himself.  His  hand  came  in  contact  with 
the  saw,  and  was  cut  off.  Held,  that  the  in- 
sured, in  entering  the  saw  mill,  was  acting 
within  the  scope  of  his  employment,  and  it 
would  not  be  held,  as  a  matter  of  law,  that  he 
voluntarily  exposed  himself  to  danger,  though 
shortly  before  the  accident  he  had  been  operat- 
ing the  saw  himself. 


Pennsvlvania  Law. — Act  May  11,  18S1  (P. 
L.  20),  which  requires  insurance  policies  which 
contain  any  reference  to  the  application,  either 
as  forming  a  part  of  the  contract  or  having 
any  bearing  on  it,  to  contain  or  have  attached 
to  them  "coiTect  copies  of  the  application  as 
signed  by  the  applicant,"  etc.,  applies  only 
where  tht;  application  is  in  writing. 
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Marine  Insnrance  Decisions. 

The  contriict.— In  an  action  on  a  policy  pro- 
vidin.u-  that  the  assurer  should  be  liable  only 
for  the  defleieney  reniainintr  after  av>plying  to 
the  loss  the  amount  of  all  prior  insurance,  but 
that  the  assurer  should  not  be  entitled,  in 
the  event  of  loss,  for  contribution  from  subse- 
quent assurance,  it  is  no  defense  that  plain- 
tiff had  been  already  otherwise  indemnified 
by  an  insurer  subsequent  to  defendant. — Pal- 
mer V.  Great  Western  Ins.  Co.  (Com.  PI.  N. 
Y.)  30  N.  Y.  S.  1.044. 

A  provision  in  an  open  policy.  ■■SUiiinicuts 
to  be  reported  to  the  agents  of  said  I'ompany." 
will  not  be  construed  to  mean  all  shipments. 
where  it  was  well  known  to  the  insurer's 
agents  that  the  insured  did  not  insure  all 
shipments,  and  previous  policies  irantained  an 
express  agreement  to  report  all  .shipments. — 
Callaway  v.  Orient  Ins.  Co.  (D.  C. )  6.^  F.  8-^0. 

A  compliance  with  a  clause  in  an  open  pol- 
icy that  "no  shipment  is  to  be  considered  as 
insured  until  approved  and  indorsed  hereon 
by  this  company"  will  not  be  required  where 
it  appears  that  it  was  impossible  to  make 
such  indorsements,  no  .space  being  left  there- 
for, and,  under  the  method  of  doing  such 
business,  blank  books  were  furnished  by  the 
company  in  which  the  insurer  entered  the 
.shipment,  etc.,  which  were  examined  and  ad- 
justed each  month  by  the  local  agents. — 
Callaway  v.  Orient  Ins.  Co.  (D.  C. )  63  F.  830. 

Where  the  agent  of  a  shipowner,  for  his 
own  benefit,  and  without  knowledge  of  his 
principal,  procures  insurance  on  the  §hip,  and 
the  amount  is  paid  to  him  on  loss,  the  owner 
is  not  chargeable  therewith  under  a  subse- 
queut  policy  procured  for  his  benefit,  which 
provides  that  the  assurer  shall  be  liable  only 
for  the  deficiency  remaining  after  applying 
towards  the  payment  of  any  loss  to  the  in- 
tei'est  assured  the  amount  of  all  prior  iusui-- 
ance,  but  that  subsequent  insurance  should 
not  impair  the  assurer's  liability  for  the 
amount  assured.— Palmer  v.  Great  Western 
Ins.  Co.  (Com.  PI.  N.  Y.)  30  N.  Y.  S.  1.044. 

Action  on  policy. — Where  a  policy  is  pro- 
cured b.v  the  agent  of  the  owners,  and  is  pay- 
able to  him,  "on  account  of  whom  it  may  (con- 
cern," the  owners  may  sue  on  the  policy  in 
their  own  name. — Same. 

Pleading-  and  proof —Variance. —Where  the 
complaint  in  an  action  on  a  marine  insurance 
policy  alleges  that  plaintiff  owned  43  shares, 
evidence  that  he  owned  51  .shares  does  not 
change  the  cause  of  action,  and  therefore  the 
variance  is  immaterial. — Same. 


California  Marine  Fignres. 

I.OCAIj  rOMPANlK.S. 


Av. 

Av. 

Yr. 

L'os. 

Written. 

Premium.s. 

Rilte. 

per  Co. 

i,S77 

.s 

$20,760.39  1 

*5ii.46S 

2.46 

$102,293 

18S8. 

.    6 

2.S.U93.79S 

455.629 

I. Si 

75-83S 

i88g 

6 

22.814,703 

403.291 

1.76 

67'.2i5 

1890 

■    5 

19-703,243 

39.i'543 

2.01 

79.10g 

1891  . 

A 

24.086,704 

469.913 

I  96 

117.47S 

1892  ■ 

.  :■, 

19.615. 3S2 

352.969 

l.8u 

117.636 

1893 

•  3 

22,250.522 

260.187 

1. 19 

86,700 

iSgj  . 

■    3 

13,284.725 

215-975 

1.62 

71.992 

K.\STERN   ANO   FDKKIGN. 

Av.  Av.  •  . 

Yr.       (Jos.        Written.     Premiums.     Rate,  per  Co. 

1877      .  22        160.9)8.997        $1,057,679        1.73  $48,076 

18S8  .    .  ,;i        109.180.036  1.297.067        1.09         32.426 

18,89      ■  -11        118.200,756  1. 199.143        1. 01  29.247 

1890  .39        114.725,841  1,130.910        098  28,997 

1891  .  .  40  142,653.827  1.534,362  1.07  38.359 

1892  .  .  40  126.181.805  1.285.907  1.02  32.147 
1S93  .  .  45  106.360,264  1,091.252  1,03  22,094 
1894  .  ,  44  94.997,451  897,865  0.94  20.406 

The  total  written  in  California  last  year 
was  4>io8.282,i76,  a  decline  of  nearly  :?20,ooo,- 
000.  The  total  written  on  the  Coast  outside 
was  iS7,6oo,ooo. 

Concerning   Dividends. 

Every  mutual  life  insurance  company  must 
be  at  all  times  in  possession  of  that  amount  of 
available  funds  which  will,  at  least.  serVe  to 
re-in.sure  its  risks  by  a  table  of  acknowledged 
authority.  If  these  funds  fiill  "below  what  is 
required  to  re-insure  the  liabilities  either 
froirl  extraordinary  losses  or  from  want  of 
economy  in  the  management  of  y  company 
there  is  absolute  danger  of  insolvency.  After 
all  outstanding  liabilities  and  contingencies 
are  provided  for.  if  there  should  be  a  surplus, 
it  is  to  be  returned  to  the  members:  but  in  no 
event  should  the  funds  set  apart  for  the  re- 
insurance of  its  risks  be  infringed  upon. 

The  shares  which  members  receive  will 
always  be  subject  to  more  or  less  fluctuations 
from  year  to  year ;  and  when  they  prove  to  be 
less  than  was  expected  there  should  arise  ho 
disappointment  inasmuch  as  the  surplus  is  dis- 
tributed in  an  equal  ratio  to  all.  There  is  no 
one  set  of  members  who  share  more  than  an- 
other. The  officers  of  the  company  will  be 
pleased  to  show  any  member  just  how  his 
share  is  computed.  No  matter  if  the  amount 
to  be  distributed  be  lai-ge  or  small  he  is  sure 
to  receive  his  true  proportion  of  that  amount. 
— B.  F.  Stevens,  president  New  England  Mu- 
tual Life  Insurance  Company. 


AildrexKfK. — Post-offlce  boxes  or  street  and  number 
should  be  included  in  the  address. 
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Waiver  and  Estoppel. 

A   Paper    by  Peter  Winne.  of   Hef.ena.  Mon. 

(('(jncliided.] 

In  New  York  on  the  fli-st  trial  of  Brink  v. 
Hanover  Ins.  Co.,  70  N.  Y.  593  (6  Iu.s.  L.  J. 
707).  One  of  the  points  raised  was  a  waiver 
of  proofs  by  silence.  A  special  agent  visiting 
having  stated  that  he  believed  there  was 
fraud,  and  it  was  questionable  whether  they 
did  not  lire  the  store.  This  was  about  three 
weeks  after  the  fire.  The  fire  occurred  about 
November  23,  and  the  proofs  were  completed 
on  the  8th  day  of  Januai-y,  and  were  finally 
filed  with  the  company  on  the  i6th  day  of 
February.  The  court  .said  it  (the  company) 
could  do  nothing-  to  prevent  them  from  furnish- 
ing the  proofs,  or  cause  them  to  omit  furnish- 
ing them,  and  then  claim  they  were  not  fur- 
nished in  time,  but  it  could  keep  silent  and 
wait,  and  if  not  furnished  in  time,  it  could  be 
absolved  from  all  liability  under  the  policy. 
Citing  Underwood  v.  Farmers'  Joint  Stock 
Ins.  Co.,  57  N.  Z.  500.  Bumsted  v.  Dividend 
Mut.  Ins.  Co..  12  N.  Y.  81.  Worsley  v.  Wood. 
6  T.  &  R.  710. 

It  had  thl'ough  its  agents  said  and  done 
nothing  to  induce  the  plaintiffs  to  believe 
that  the  proofs  would  be  dispensed  with.  All 
that  it  had  said  and  done  indicated  that  it 
had  some  suspicion  as  to  the  honesty  of  the 
loss,  and  hence  should  have  made  the  plain- 
tiffs scrupulously  exact  in  complying  with  all 
the  requirements  of  the  policy.  The  claim 
that  the  service  of  proofs  was  waived  by  what 
was  said  on  the  i6th  of  Februaiy.  that  the 
defendant  refused  to  pay  on  the  ground  of 
fraud  only :  *  *  *  if  proofs  of  loss  are 
served  in  time  and  they  are  merely  defective 
and  if  they  are  retained  without  objection,  or 
are  objected  to  on  some  other  ground,  or  re- 
fusal to  pay  is  on  some  other  ground,  the  iu- 
.surer  can  not  afterwards  set  up  the  defect  as 
a  defense  to  an  action  for  a  loss.  Good  faith 
i-equires  him  to  point  out  the  defect,  as  his 
silence  or  conduct  has  induced  the  insured  to 
rely  on  his  proofs  as  sufficient,  when  he  t'ould 
have  completed  them  if  imperfect,  he  is 
estopped  from  relying  on  a  defect  thus  ac- 
quiesced in.  But  if  no  proofs  are  served  in 
time,  and  the  insurer  has  done  nothing  to  in- 
duce the  omission,  a  diffei-ent  case  is  pi-e- 
sented.  There  the  assured  has  lost  all  his 
rights  under  the  policy,  and  the  insurer  has 
become  ab.solved  from  all  liability.  *  *  *  A 
.simple  waiver  will  not  be  .sutticient — it  must 
be  a  waiver  resting  on  an  estoppel  or  a  new 
agreement.     Here   there   was   no   new  agree- 


ment and  no  estoppel.  *  *  *  It  was  not 
bound  to  specify  all  its  defenses  at  the  peril 
of  losing  those  not  specified.  By  nothing 
that  it  could  then  say  or  do  could  the  plaintiff 
be  misled  as  to  their  proofs  of  loss,  whit^h 
were  then  long  ovei'due.  Before  the  defend- 
ant can  be  estopped,  it  must  have  said  or  done 
.something  upon  which  the  plaintiff  relied,  and 
in  reliance  of  which  they  omitted  to  furnish 
proofs.  Such  was  not  the  ease  here,  and 
could  not  have  been.  These  views,  say  the 
court,  are  fully  sustained  by  Diel  v.  Adams 
Mutual  Ins.  Co.,  58  Penn.  452.  Tra.sk  v.  Ins. 
Co.,  29  Penn.  g8.  Patrick  v.  Ins.  Co.,  43  N. 
H.  621.  Bennett  V.  Ins.  Co.,  66  Pa.  9.  Under- 
wood V.  Farmers'  Ins.  Co.,  57  N.  Y.  500. 

On  the  second  review  of  the  Brink  case.  80 
N.  Y.  108  (q  Ins.  L.  J.  343),  the  court  reversed 
this  decision  and  .said:  "It  is  now  the  doc- 
ti'ine  of  this  court  that  no  new  consideration 
is  required  to  support  a  waiver  by  an  insur- 
ance company  of  a  condition  in  respect  to  the 
time  of  serving  proofs  of  loss,  and  that  it  may 
be  done  by  acts  and  conduct  indicating  an  in- 
tention to  waive  such  conditioii-s',  although 
there  may  be  no  technical  estoppel."  The  New 
York  court  has  taken  the  same  position  in 
two  other  cases  since  the  first  review  of  the 
Brink  case.  See  Goodwin  v.  Mass.  Mut.  Life 
Ins.  Co.,  73  N.  Y.  430  (7  Ins.  L.  J.  862).  Pren- 
tiss V,  Knickerbocker  Life  Ins.  Co..  8  Ins.  L. 
,T.  708. 

I  have  quoted  the  text  on  the  first  review 
of  the  Brink  case,  notwithstanding  the  court 
has  ruled  differently  on  the  same  case  since. 
The  facts  as  appearing  may  have  been  dif- 
ferent, still  the  arguments  remain  unan- 
swered. 

If  the  insurer  will  not  try  to  be  so  double- 
faced  all  this  trouble  can  be  avoided.  The 
action  of  many  of  our  fraternity  is  not  unlike 
the  servant  of  the  literary  man  referred  to  in 
the  following  anecdote  :  Who  one  day  wished 
to  be  undisturbed  and  instructed  his  Irish 
servant  to  admit  no  one,  and  if  any  one  called 
for  him  to  give  an  equivocal  answer.  When 
evening  came  he  proceeded  to  interrogate  Pat 
as  to  his  visitors.  "Did  any  one  call;" 
"Yes,  sir,  wan  gintleman."  "What  did  he 
say;"  "He  axed  was  your  honor  in."  "What 
did  you  tell  him;"  "Sure  1  gave  him  a 
(luivocal  answer,  just."  "What  was  that;" 
"I  asked  him  was  his  gi-andmother  a  monkey." 

Most  attempts  to  be  equivocal  or  deceitful 
by  silence  or  double-dealing  will  eventually 
result  in  establLshing  a  waiver  and  in  com- 
pelling as  ludicrous  an  answer  as  that  of  the 
servant  referred  to.  or  in  making  us  think  we 
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are  uo  distant  i-elative  of  the  animal  Pat  re- 
ferred to. 

Pair  dealintr  i-equires  us  to  point  out  defects 
so  that  the  assured  he  dealt  with  even  as  we 
would  have  him  deal  with  us. 

In  the  supreme  eourt  of  Peuusylvania. 
February  term,  1883,  iu  the  ease  of  the  Uni- 
versal Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Morin,  13  Ins.  L.  J.  93. 
the  court  held  that  where  proofs  were  sent  in 
and  certified  by  the  notai-y  as  havinsr  been 
sworn  to.  but  the  assured  had  not  signed 
them,  and  the  notarial  seal  was  not  attached 
to  the  jm-at,  but  was  to  the  cei'tificate  follow- 
ing:. The  assured  wrote  the  company  about 
his  claim  after  sending  in  his  proofs,  and 
their  silence  was  held  to  be  a  waiver.  This 
decision  carries  out  the  principle  laid  down  iu 
Taylor  v.  Merchants  Ins.  Co..  g  Howard  U.  S. 
404. 

Where  the  court  comments  on  the  case  of 
Columbia  Ins.  Co.  v.  Lawreace,  2  Peters,  U. 
S.  25,  where  the  court  held  silence  to  be  no 
waiver,  the  objection  to  the  certificate  being- 
raised  first  at  the  trial  but  allowed  the  case 
to  go  back  and  the  assured  to  pi'ocure  a  cer- 
tificate, the  case  was  finally  adjudicated  in 
10  Peters,  U.  S.  507. 

And  as  nearly  all,  if  not  all,  these  cases 
that  claim  silence  is  no  waiver  have  been  re- 
pudiated by  later  decisions  in  their  own  states 
this  position  would  seem  an  unsafe  one.  The 
only  safe  position  is  to  point  out  the  defects 
specifically  or  to  refer  the  assured  to  his  pol- 
icy as  has  been  before  suggested. 

A  company  can  safelj-  set  up  other  objec- 
tions and  insist  on  the  insured  furnishing 
proofs  of  loss,  or  insist  on  the  defects  iu  the 
same  being  ciuTected.  Farmers'  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Frick.  S.  C.  Ohio.  April,  1877.  6  Ins.  L.  J.  462. 
Home  Ins.  Co.  v.  Lindsey,  26  Ohio  St.  348. 

The  taking  of  another  and  distinct  objec- 
tion is  not  a  waiver  of  the  first,  neither  does 
one  destroy  or  waive  the  other,  there  being 
no  duplicity.  Blossom  v.  Lycoming  Ins.  Co.. 
64  N.  Y.  62  5  Ins.  L.  J.  302. 

Further,  how  can  a  )iarty  waive  or  be 
estopped  from  taking  an  objection  which  he 
distinctly  asserts  and  makes  at  the  very  first 
opportunity ; 

Where  there  had  been  a  forfeiture  and  the 
assured  wrote  the  comi)any  and  the  reply 
was,  "From  the  communication  it  is  impos- 
sible to  tell  the  object  of  the  writer.''  and 
the  agent  was  requested  to  inform  him  that 
any  claim  against  the  company  must  be  made 
in  strict  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the 
policy.     Held,  not  to  be  a  waiver. 

Upon  presentation  of  defective  proofs,  the 
plaintiff  was  notified   that   if  he  had  a  claim, 


the  proofs  must  be  made  in  accordance  with 
the  policy  provisions,  aud  he  was  at  the  same 
time  informed  that  he  had  violated  the  con- 
ditions of  the  iK)licy  concerning  other  insur- 
ance, and  the  company  would  rely  on  the 
forfeiture.  Held,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
plaintiff  to  furnish  sufficient  proof,  and  his 
expense  in  perfecting  them  under  the  circum- 
stances did  not  estop  the  company  from  rely- 
ing on  the  forfeiture.  Phoenix  Ins.  Co.  .\'-. 
Stevenson.  Ky.  C.  A.,  8  Ins.  L.  J.  922.  The 
following  from  annotations  from  editor,  Ins. 
L.  J.  on  above  case,  page  930,  8  Ins.  L.  J. 

The  position  taken  by  the  court  would  seeni  . 
to  be  essential  for  the  protection  of  the  in- 
surer in  all  his  rights,  if  the  mei-e  demand  for 
formal  proofs,  with  a  knowledge  that  the  in- 
sured had  violated  a  policy  stipulation,  were 
liable  to  operate  as  a  waiver  of  such  stipula- 
tions, it  would  follow  that  the  insurer  must 
surrender  his  rights.  To  demand  such  proofs, 
if  he  would  avail  himself  of  the  breach,  or  at 
any  rate  that  he  could  not  safely  demand 
l>roofs  without  at  the  time  being  t-areful  to 
notify  the  insured  of  the  proposed  future  line 
of  defense.  For  it  is  a  well  settled  principle 
in  the  law  of  waiver,  that  a  distinct  denial  of 
liability  on  other  grounds  is  a  waiver  of  proofs 
of  loss  or  their  sufficiency.  Crawford  Co. 
Mutual  Ins.  Co.  v.  Cochrane,  8  Ins.  L.  J.  549. 
Little  V.  Phoenix  Ins.  Co.,  7  Ins.  L.  J.  471.  In 
Atlantic  Ins.  Co.  v.  Manning,  7  Ins.  L.  J.  157, 
S.  C.  Col.,  and  other  cases  cited  on  page  931, 
8  Ins.  L.  J.  See  May  on  Ins.,  Sees.  464,  468, 
469,  470,  473  to  477,  wherein  the  doctrine  of 
waiver  and  estoppel  as  applied  to  proofs  of  loss 
is  quite  thoroughly- discussed. 

A  careful  study  of  this  subject  will  show 
that  it  is  true  in  law  that  all  agreements  and 
conversation  had  prior  to  the  writing  of  the 
policy  are  merged  iu  the  written  contract, 
unless  clearly  shown  to  be  incorrectly  writ- 
ten, or  that  the  fact  was  waived  by  previous 
knowledge.  In  all  cases  where  the  contract 
was  not  correctly  written  or  where  there  is 
a  waiver  on  account  of  pi-evious  knowledge, 
oral  evidence  may  be  received  to  establish 
the  fact,  and  if  clearly  shown  the  company 
will  either  be  estopped  from  setting  up  a 
breach  of  the  condition  of  the  policy,  or  pro- 
ceedings in  equity  may  be  resorted  to, 
have  the  contract  reformed.  In  all  other 
cases  the  courts  will  not  allow  oral  or  verbal 
testimony  to  vary  the  terms  of  the  written 
contract.  In  order  to  avoid  contention  and  to 
raise  the  standard  of  the  profession,  the 
agent  should  inform  the  insured  as  to  the, 
part  he  is  required  to  perform.  He  should  be  , 
very   particular   about   this   point,    especially 
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when  vvritiug:  the  contract  to  embrace  or 
merge  all  oral  aerreemeiits  made  with  the 
assured,  as  well  as  all  existiufr  circumstances 
that  will  vitiate  the  printed  conditions  of  the 
policy.  Then  the  company  will  know  what  he 
has  bargained  for  it  to  carry,  and  the  assui'ed 
will  have  the  contract  in  his  iwssession,  the 
same  as  he  has  bargained  and  paid  for,  and  Is 
entitled  to.  Otherwise  the  agent  is  liable  to 
find  himself,  sooner  or  later,  m  the  predica- 
ment of  a  farmer  I  knew  in  my  younger  days, 
who  considered  himself  quite  sharj),  and  was 
a  highly  respected  member  of  the  community. 
Having  some  hams  and  shoulders  I  wished  to 
smoke,  I  took  them  to  his  place  for  that  pur- 
pose. He  then  proceeded  to  instruct  me,  as 
to  how  the  shoulders  should  have  been  cut; 
they  should  be  round  at  the  bottom,  so  the.v 
would  look  like  ham,  asserting  that  he  did  so 
and  sold  them  for  ham  and  gained  one  cent  a 
pound.  That  very  day  he  took  his  .shoulders 
(so-called  ham)  to  the  country  merchant  and 
sold  them  for  ham,  receiving  his  extra  cent  a 
pound,  and  was  quite  jubilant  in  relating  his 
shai'p  practice.  It  happened  in  this  case  that 
the  party  to  whom  the  merchant  sold  these 
shoulders  knew  the  difference,  and  explained 
the  same  to  the  merchant,  who  sent  for  the 
.sharp  farmer  and  made  him  take  his  shoulders 
home.  The  farmei'  plead  that  he  had  sold 
them  for  shoulders,  but  the  merchant  pro- 
duced his  books  which  established  the  fact 
that  he  had  been  paid  the  price  of  ham : 
further,  that  it  was  ham  that  he  wanted  for 
his  customers.  Then  the  farmer  conclutled 
that  his  boy  had  made  the  mistake,  and  taken 
the  shoulders  in  lieu  of  the  ham  out  of  the 
store-house.  We  will  find  it  more  to  our 
credit  to  deliver  just  what  we  have  sold,  and 
far  more  profitable  iu  the  long  run.  Do  not 
try  to  palm  off  deception  for  truth,  false  con- 
tracts and  actions  for  real  ones,  leading  a  man 
to  believe  that  you  have  delivered  what  you 
have  .sold  when  you  have  not.  Don't  try  to 
make  him  think  that  '-shoulders  are  ham.'' 
Then  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  blame  some 
boy  for  our  acts. 

The  adjuster  should  try  not  to  deceive.  If 
he  finds  that  the  conditions  of  the  contract 
have  been  violated,  notify  the  assured  iu  a 
straight-forward  manner,  being  careful  to 
state  i^lainly  that  liability  is  neither  admitted 
or  denied;  but  from  present  information  it 
appears  that  the  contract  Is  void.  If  it  is  de- 
sired to  have  the  adjustment  proceeded  with, 
that  you  will  require  him  (the  assured)  to 
sign  a  written  agreement  that  the  adjuster's 
acts  in   the  further  investigation  of  the  facts 


shall  be  considered  no  waiver  of  any  of  the 
company's  rights.  If  a  settlement  is  not 
reached  before  leaving,  serve  a  written  notice 
on  the  as.sured,  stating  that  from  your  pres- 
ent knowledge  you  are  inclined  to  think  the 
contract  void.  That  you  waive  none  of  the 
company's  rights,  but  stand  by  and  maintain 
all  of  them,  and  if  he  expects  to  recover  he 
will  be  held  to  a  strict  compliance  with  all 
the  conditions  of  his  policy,  more  es))ecially  to 
those  conditions  relating  to  proceedings  in 
case  of  loss. 

Whoever  heard  of  a  case  of  waiver  claimed 
where  the  contract  embraced  all  the  contin- 
gencies bargained  for,  and  the  adjuster  acted 
as  herein  directed.  Instances  wherein  waiver 
is  claimed  rarely  if  ever  occur  under  such 
circumstances. 

In  the  discussion  of  this  question  it  has 
been  the  intention  to  devote  the  most  atten- 
tion to  those  points  where  the  authorities  dis- 
agree, and  show  why  the  positions  taken  are 
the  correct  ones.  And  while  in  some  instances 
some  may  think  that  the  position  assumed  is 
against  the  intei-ests  of  the  underwriters, 
such  is  not  the  case.  It  is  better  for  us  to  see 
our  faults  and  inconsistencies,  and  then  pro- 
ceed to  rectify  them.  While  it  is  true  that 
the  companies  are  imposed  on  and  defrauded 
far  oftener  than  they  defraud  or  wrong  their 
customers,  still  we  do  not  want  to  be  like  the 
man  in  the  fable,  who  carried  his  neighbor's 
faults  iu  a  bag  in  front  so  that  he  could  see 
them,  and  his  own  in  a  bag  behind  so  that  he 
could  not  view  them.  Let  us  be  consistent 
and  look  at  our  own  failings,  and  insist  on 
their  correction.  We  can  then  urge  the  cor- 
rection of  our  neighbor's  faults  with  a  greater 
degree  of  consistency. 

Dental  Examination  in  Life  Insuiance. 
A  distinguished  dentist  has  read  a  paper  be- 
fore the  Insurance  Institute  of  Ireland  on 
"The  Teeth  as  an  Index  of  the  Constitutional 
State  of  Candidates  for  Life  Insurance.'' 
"Animals  of  the  mammalia  class,"  he  said, 
"receive  nourishment  through  the  stomach, 
their  food  first  undergoing  a  process  of  mas- 
tication and  in.salivation.  a  process  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  health  and  development  of 
the  animal,  and  a  fundamental  law  that  will 
admit  of  no  violation  without  a  penalty  in  the 
slave  market  which  used  to  exist  to  a  large 
extent  in  many  countries,  and  still  exists  in 
some  places.  The  victims  of  that  barbai'ous 
traflic  were  subjected  to  a  close  examination 
of  their  teeth,  such  as  at  present  prevails  in 
regard  to  horses ;  in  both  cases  those  of  sound 
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teeth  broiifrht  the  hifrhest  price.  lu  fact,  the 
teeth  were  the  first  to  be  examined  minutely, 
and  accord  lufT  to  their  condition  the  endurance 
of  the  animal— whether  man  or  beast— was  es- 
timated. Here,  then,  was  an  imiwrtant  ques- 
tion to  be  considered  in  relation  to  life  insur- 
ance policies,  particularly  as  reg-ards  childi-en, 
the  early  attention  to  whose  teeth  upon  the 
part  of  their  parents  or  guardians  would  be  at- 
tended with  considerable  advantage,  and 
hence  the  ad  visibility  of  aiding  nature  by  the 
prompt  application  of  remedial  measuresfor 
the  arrest  of  early  decay.  It  is  a  most  deplor- 
able circumstance  that  owing  to  the  ignor- 
ance and  neglect  of  those  having  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  young,  the  teeth  of  children. 
particularly  in  cities  and  towns,  are  to  a  great 
extent  decayed,  and  where  such  is  the  case 
we  uiay  reasonably  conclude  that  these  chil- 
dren will,  by  no  means,  possess  the  same 
healthy  frames  as  others  to  whose  teeth  due 
attention  has  been  paid." 


caused  by  matches  in  the  bales  of  cotton  ignit- 
ing by  friction  when  passing  through  the 
machinery. 

Fifteen  Years'  Coast  Fire  Business. 
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But  the  Life  Solicitor  Could  Retiu-n  a  Pai-t. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Chicago  ]_,ife  Under- 
writers one  of  the  speakers  said : 

The  rebate  evil  is  a  felon  ou  the  insurance 
anatomy  and  can  only  be  cured  by  the  lance 
that  is  held  in  the  hands  of  the  presidents  of 
the  different  companies.  They  themselves, 
and  they  alone,  can  cure  the  disease  if  they 
cut  to  the  bone.  Let  every  company  insert  a 
clause  in  its  contracts  with  agents,  that  re- 
quires the  agent  to  obey  the  anti-rebate  law 
of  the  company  under  penalty  of  dismissal, 
and  let  there  accompany  each  policy  a  printed 
slip  of  only  two  lines,  called  "The  policyhold- 
ers acceptance  of  Pol.  No. and  date  of  pay- 
ment thereon,"  reading:  "I  have  this day 

of paid  to  Mr.  ,  agent  of  the Life 

insurance  company,  in  cash  or  note,  the  sum  of 

dollars ,  the  premium  due  on  policy  No. 

— ■■ —  in  said  company." 

The  Anaconda  Standard  says  Montana  needs 
an  insurance  commissioner  alxiut  as  much  as 
a  woodshed  needs  a  steeple. 


The  Cottox  Mill  Hazakd.— An  English 
paper  gives  an  account  of  a  bale  of  cotton 
which  was  found  to  contain  a  coui^le  of  ball 
carti'idges,  a  pair  of  trousers,  several  lucifer 
matches,  and  a  memorandum  bools.  The  latter 
contained  various  entries  relating  to  Eugii.sh 
history,  together  with  several  quotations  from 
well-known  writers.  During  October  several 
small  fires  broke  out  in  the  mill,  the  origin  of 
which  greatly  puzzled  the  management  at  the 
time.     It    is   now    believed    that    they   were 


Year. 

Premiums. 

Losses. 

Ratio. 

iSSiJ  . 

$1,151,027 

*425.659 

37-9 

iSSi  . 

M9"-544 

447,182 

37-5 

1S82  . 

1.33S.475 

559.484 

41.9 

1883'. 

1.435.592 

579.686 

4y.o 

1884  . 

1.467,392 

596,796    ■■ 

40.S 

1885  . 

1.459.857 

545,726 

37-4 

18S6  . 

.     1.756,895 

767.370 

43S 

1HS7  . 

...     1,900.748 

656,166 

34-5 

1 888  . 

2.033.709 

860,936 

42.4 

1S89  . 

2,363.672 

■    1,540.922 

65.1 

l8yo  . 

2,297,313 

928.328 

40.4 

1891  . 

1,820,011 

679.461 

37-3 

1892  . 

...            1.440,844 

646,352 

44.9 

1893. 

...        .     1.18S.278 

565.060 

47-5 

189.1  . 

.     1,023.421 

507,448 

49-6 

To 

tills            $23,867,773 

.$10,306,476 

43-2 

(li-HKH-.STATE 

COMPANIES. 

Year. 

Premiums. 

Losses. 

Kalio. 

18S0  . 

$1,348,202 

$500,874 

37-2 

18S1  . 

1.471.020 

594.9SS 

41-3 

18S2  . 

I. 538.261 

736.058 

47.8 

1883. 

,    ,    1,911,478 

803.783 

42.0 

18S|  . 

2,290.057 

760.885 

33-0 

1 885  . 

2,158,356 

1,006,971 

46.6 

1886  . 

2.430,652 

1.253.057 

5t-i 

1887  . 

2,571,156 

964.237 

37-5 

1888. 

2,870,810 

1.340.835 

46.6 

18S9. 

3.377.709 

3.025.746 

89  6 

1 890  , 

,    ,           .    3,88o.SSi 

1-656,171 

43-5 

1891  . 

4,790,613 

1,750.585 

36-5 

iSgi  . 

4.890.00U 

2,032.617 

41-5 

1893  ■ 

.    4.418.129 

2.261,3^ 

51-2 

lSg4  . 

.    3.913.941 

1.955.032 

50.0 

Tot 

als  .   .    .  Ti3,86i.266 

$20,643,387 

47-0 

Am"n  ( 

3o.'s 

T0I 

als  .   .    .  .^67, 729.039 

$30,949,863 

4.5-6 

fOKElGN    COMPANIES. 

Year. 

Premiums. 

Losses. 

Ratio. 

iSSo  . 

*2- 155-9 13 

$746,810 

34-6 

iSSi 

.    2.276.763 

708,685 

31-1 

1882  . 

■    -           2.657,783 

1,424.396 

53-6 

1883  . 

,    ,    2,710,403 

1,271,582 

-        -46.5 

1S84  . 

2,583.497 

99 1, 106 

,  38-5 

1 885  . 

.    .       .    2.273,484 

1,177.771 

43-2 

1SS6  . 

2.957.018 

1,626,200 

55-1 

1S87  . 

3-329.333 

1,302,962 

39-1 

1 888  . 

3.633.403 

1.787.709 

48.9 

1 889  . 

3-92i.i9t 

3.460.667 

88.3 

1S9U  . 

4.293-644 

1.S45.363 

42-9 

1S91  . 

,    .    5,020,346 

1,869,839 

37-2 

1S92  . 

5.815,724 

2,674.519 

46.0 

1893. 

,    5.806,411 

2,869.222 

49-4 

1894. 

5..536.695 

2,735,747 

49-4 

Totals 

l'55.44i.65' 

$26,495,578 

47-7 

(irand 

toUlls  .    123,170,690 

57,445,441 

46.6 
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In  1890  the  American  companies'  Coast  pi'e- 
mlums  were  $6,178,194,  and  the  foreign  com- 
panies' premiums,  $4,293,644.  In  1894  the 
Coast  premiums  of  the  American  companies 
(there  were  fewer)  were  $4,937,362,  and  of  the 
foreig-u  companies,  $5,536,695.  The  latter  have 
gained  about  the  amount  written  by  the  local 
companies  which  have  gone  out  of  business. 

Hasty    and     Hismanaged     Adjustments   of    Fire 
Losses. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  my  father-in-law, 
then  president  of  a  New  Yoi'k  insurance  com- 
pany, with  an  underwriting  expei-ience  of  a 
quarter  of  a  centui-y,  and  a  most  skillful  ad- 
juster withal,  gave  me  many  valuable  points 
in  the  adjustment  of  fire  losses,  which  I  faith- 
fully endeavored  to  make  pi'actical  use  of  in 
the  field  for  the  benefit  of  my  employers.  He 
impressed  on  my  mind  the  importance  of  the 
trust  above  all  things  and  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  attention  to  every  detail.  He  told  me 
that  I  occupied  a  judicial  position  and  that  I 
must  obtain  and  carefuUj'  weigh  every  sei'ap 
of  evidence  bearing  on  the  case  without  preju- 
dice, fear  or  favor;  also  to  keep  my  temper 
above  all  things  and  to  do  full  justice  to  the 
assured  as  well  as  the  employer.  I  was 
taught  to  verify  the  title  of  the  assured  to 
the  property,  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances 
of  the  fire,  to  examine  the  books  of  the  as- 
sured, if  books  there  were  to  examine,  to  con- 
sult the  local  authorities  and  glean  what  facts 
I  could  from  the  neighbors,  to  put  the  assured 
under  rigid  examination,  or  under  oath,  if  it 
seemed  advisable  and  never  to  rush  an  adjust- 
ment to  a  conclusion  without  the  best  of  rea- 
sons. 

It  was  his  teaching  that  impressed  me  with 
the  belief  that  a  good  adjuster  ought  to  be  a 
good  insurance  man,  and  in  no  small  degree  a 
lawyer,  accountant  and  detective,  with  more 
than  a  smattering  of  mercantile  methods  and 
the  various  processes  of  manufacture,  and 
that  he  must  be  a  possessor  of  the  xuainter  in 
motlo  as  well  as  the  fartiter  in  re.  (He  urged 
me  never  to  take  advantage  of  a  trifling  tech- 
nicality, to  defeat  or  cut  from  an  honest  claim 
and  to  fight  a  fraud  wherever  I  could  see  it 
and  as  long  as  there  was  a  fighting  chance.) 
Theoretically  he  appeared  to  me  to  be  in  the 
right,  and  from  practice  in  honestly  endeavor- 
ing to  follow  his  instruction  I  soon  learned 
that  his  judgment  was  sound  to  the  core,  and 
my  employers  and  brother  adjusters  took  the 
same  view  of  it. 

What  is  the  custom  to-day  J  Of  the  west 
and  south  I  cannot  speak,  but  I  am  familiar 


with  the  customs  of  New  England  and  of  New 
York  city,  and  I  am  absolutely  certain  that 
much  of  the  bad  showing  of  late  years  made 
by  our  companies  is  due  to  hasty  or  mis- 
managed adjustments  in  these  two  fields, 
although  the  city  of  New  York  is  so  far  worse 
than  New  England  that  it  is  almost  unfair  to 
couple  them  in  the  same  paragraph.  If  some 
fire  insurance  Parkhurst  could  stir  up  a 
Lexow  investigation  into  the  adjustments  in 
the  metropolitan  district  the  testimony  would 
be  mighty  interesting  reading. 

I  know  whereof  I  speak,  for  it  was  my 
blessed  privilege  to  be  an  independent  ad- 
juster for  the  companies  in  the  metropolis 
during  the  fall  and  winter  of  1887  and  1888, 
and  what  I  saw  I  saw  and  what  I  heard  no 
man  can  gainsay. 

While  in  New  England  to-day,  I  believe  the 
adjustment  of  losses  in  many  instances  falls 
below  the  standard,  I  can  say  unhesitatingly 
that  the  fault  lies  primarily  at  the  door  of  the 
companies.  They  encourage  careless  and 
hasty  adjustments  by  putting  them  into  the 
hands  of  overworked  special  agents,  who  must 
absolutely  take  the  next  train,  and  to  do  so 
must  close  the  loss  without  proper  investiga- 
tion, or  leave  it  to  others,  whose  engagements 
will  admit  of  their  waiting  over  another  train 
or  day,  but  not  infrequently  there  is  no  one  to 
whom  it  can  be  left. 

Companies  seem  to  have  a  diabolical,  in- 
vincible repugnance  to  paying  out  sufiBcient 
money  for  loss  expenses  to  ensure  good  adjust- 
ments, and  I  honestly  believe  that  an  addi- 
tional charge  of  twenty  dollars  by  an  adjuster 
meets  with  more  criticism  from  the  home 
oflBce  than  two  hundred  dollars  added  to  the 
amount  of  the  loss  would  bring  forth.  Under 
such  cii'cumstances  how  can  field  men  or  in- 
dependent adjusters  feel  warranted  in  mak- 
ing patient,  painstaking  adjustments. 

I  know  of  one  company  that  has  loaded  upon 
its  New  England  general  agent  as  many  as 
seventy  losses  in  a  month  and  mercilessly 
scored  him  for  not  giving  his  personal  atten- 
tion to  every  one,  in  addition  to  his  supervis- 
ing a  very  lai-ge  corps  of  local  agents  and  in- 
specting a  business  large  enough  to  allow  a 
demand  for  every  instant  of  his  time. 

In  New  York  city  one  of  the  fraternity  of 
adjusters — so-called — boasted  to  me  that  ho 
had  personally  adjusted  (sic)  thirteen  hun- 
dred losses  during  the  year,  notwithstanding 
he  had  other  and  very  important  duties  to 
perform  in  another  direction. 

To  New  York  city  belongs  the  honor  of  in- 
troducing  a   new   factor   into    the    insurance 
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problem,  viz.,  "the  adjuster  for  the  insured,'" 
and  to  the  "adjuster  for  the  insured"  belongs 
the  credit  of  having  added  a  few  millions,  at 
least,  to  the  losses  in  the  Metroix)litan  dis- 
trict. I  do  not  mean  that  they  are  all  dis- 
honest, for  such  is  not  the  case,  but  I 
mean  that  they  are,  as  a  class,  quick  to  see  an 
advantage  for  a  client  and  equally  quick  to 
take  it,  and  the  larger  the  sum  paid  by  the 
companies  the  larger  is  the  income  of  the  as- 
sured's  adjuster,  and  some  of  them  connive  at 
fraud,  if  even  they  do  not  suggest  it.  I  have 
known  an  "adjuster  for  the  insured,"  in  Nevr 
York,  representing  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
insurance,  to  walk  into  the  premises  of  a 
sufferer  by  fire,  and  in  five  minutes  to  make 
an  offer  involving  a  cash  settlement,  which 
the  assured  refused,  and  after  a  careful  in- 
vestigation of  several  days,  willingly  ac- 
cepted a  much  lower  sum  as  the  full  measure 
of  his  damage.  The  same  adjuster  offered  an- 
other party  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
cash  without  investigation  because  he  was 
told  the  claim  was  five  hundred  dollars ;  the 
offer  was  accepted  without  debate,  and  it 
then  transpired  that  the  claim  of  the  assured 
had  been  three  hundred  dollars,  but  the  ad- 
juster misunderstood  him.  The  companies 
paid  the  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and 
also  reimbursed  the  gentleman  for  his  valu- 
able services  in  increasing  the  amount  of  the 
payment. — Henry  L.  Baker  in  Holiday  Chron- 
icle. .  

New  Oregon  Law,  in  Effect  May  23. 

A  bill  to  amend  section  3,580  of  Chapter  L.  of  the 
Miscellaneous  Laws  of  Oregon,  as  compiled  and 
annotated  hy  W.  Lair  Hill,  and  as  amended  by  act 
approved  February  25,  1S89. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the 
•  State  of  Oregon: 

Section  i.  That  section  3.5S0  be  amended  so  as  to 
read  as  follows : 

Sec.  3.5S0.  The  commissioner  shall  collect  for 
filing  each  power  of  attorney,  or  Issuing  his  cer- 
tificate, as  required  by  law.  Ave  dollars.  For  an 
annual  license  of  each  Are  insurance  company  to 
transact  business  throughout  this  state,  fifty  dol- 
lars. For  an  annual  license  for  each  life  insurance 
company,  co-operative  insurance  association,  or 
mutual  benefit  society,  to  transact  business 
throughout  this  state,  one  hundred  dollars.  For  an 
annual  license  to  each  life  and  accident  or  an 
accident  insurance  company  to  transact  business 
throughout  this  state,  one  hundred  dollars:  pro- 
ridfil.  that  all  orders  or  secret  societies,  such  as 
Masons.  Odd  Fellows,  Druids.  Knights  of  Pythias, 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Worlonen.  Grangers,  Fire- 
men and  other  benevolent,  fraternal,  co-operative 
societies,  associated  or  incorporated  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  mutual  protection  and  relief  of  its  mem- 


bers only,  and  for  the  payment  of  stipulated  sums 
of  money  to  the  families  of  deceased  members,  or 
/(>/■  pnjjjfrtij  of  ifg  me)nhers  o»Z//.  destroyed  by  fire, 
and  not  for  profit,  are  hereby  declared  not  to  \>eji)'e 
or  life  insurance  companies  in  the  sense  and  mean- 
ing of  the  insurance  laws  of  the  state,  and  they  are 
exempt  from  the  provisions  of  all  insurance  laws  of 
this  state.  For  examining  the  financial  condition 
of  any  company  or  association  organized  in  this 
state,  the  just  and  legitimate  expense  of  such  ex- 
amination shall  be  paid  by  the  said  company,  and 
the  commissioner  shall  revoke  or  refuse  his  certifi- 
cate of  authority  to  any  company  neglecting  or  re- 
fusing to  pay  such  expenses,  or  to  furnish  any  iu- 
fonnation  to  said  commissioner  authorized  by  this 
act. 

All  fines  and  penalties  received  and  taxes  paid 
on  premiums  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
bepaidiuto  the  state  school  funds,  and  sixty  per 
cent,  of  all  licenses  collected  by  the  commissioner 
shall  be  paid  into  the  general  fund  of  the  state,  and 
the  commissioner  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the 
fees  and  forty  per  cent,  of  the  licenses  prescribed 
by  law  as  compensation  tor  his  services.  Every 
foreign  fire,  tire  and  marine,  life,  life  and  accident, 
plate  glass  and  steam  boiler  insurance  company 
now  doing  business  in  this  state,  or  that  may  here- 
after do  business  in  this  state,  shall,  within  sixty 
days  after  the  passage  of  this  act.  and  on  or  before 
renewal  or  issuing  of  a  license,  appoint  a  resident 
general  agent  on  whom  legal  service,  it  any  neces- 
sary may  be  made,  and  to  whom  all  other  agents  of 
the  company  in  the  state  shall  make  report,  not 
less  frequent  than  once  a  week,  of  business  trans- 
acted, and  said  officer  shall,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  March  of  each  year,  furnish  the  insurance 
commissioners  of  this  state  a  sworn  statement  of 
the  total  business  transacted  by  such  company 
within  the  state  of  Oregon  during  the  year  ending 
December  31  prior  thereto.  Such  s«fitement  shall 
show  the  total  gross  premiums  received  during  the 
year,  from  which  shall  be  deducted  returned  prem- 
iums and  losses  paid  in  the  state,  and  every  such 
tire,  fire  and  marine,  life,  life  and  accident,  plate 
glass  and  steam  boiler  insurance  company  shall, 
within  thirty  days  from  the  date  of  such  annual 
statement,  pay  to  the  insurance  commissioner  a  fee 
of  five  dollars  for  filing  such  statement.  The  in- 
surance commissioner  shaU'file  such  verified  state- 
ment and  schedule  in  his  ofBce  and  shall  certify  the 
amount  of  such  gross  premiums  received,  less 
premiums  returned  and  losses  paid  in  the  state,  to 
the  state  treasurer.  Within  ten  days  thereafter 
such  foreign  insurance  company  shall  pay  or  cause 
to  be  paid  into  the  state  treasury  a  tax  of  two  per 
cent,  upon  all  such  gross  receipts,  less  premiums 
returned  and  amount  of  losses  paid,  which  pay- 
ment, when  so  made,  shall  be  in  lieu  of  all  taxes 
upon  the  personal  property  of  such  company  and 
the  shares  of  stock  therein. 

Any  insurance  company  failing  or  refusing  to 
render  such  statement  and  to  pay  the  required  two 
per  cert,  tax  thereon  for  more  than  thirty  days 
after  the  time  specified,  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of 
one  hundred  dollars  for  each  additional  day  such 
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statement  and  payment  is  delayed,  and  to  have  Us 
license  revoked.  And  the  said  taxes  may  be  col- 
lected by  distraint  and  tine,  recovered  by  an  action 
to  be  instituted  by  the  prosecuting  attorney  in  the 
name  of  the  state  in  the  county  where  the  principal 
office  o(  such  insurance  company  is  located;  and 
such  company  may  bo  enjoined  from  doing  business 
in  this  state  until  payment  of  such  taxes  and  fine, 
should  any  be  imposed,  is  fully  made,  and  notice 
thereof  be  given  to  the  insurance  commissioner. 
Upon  payment  of  such  taxes  and  fines  or  other 
moneys  to  the  state  treasurer  and  the  giving  of 
notice  to  the  insurance  commissioner  as  provided, 
and  on  full  compliance  in  all  other  respects  with 
the  laws  of  Oregon  such,  company  may  be  permitted 
by  the  insurance  commissioner  to  resume  business ; 
provided,  that  all  real  property,  if  any,  of  such  com- 
pany, shall  be  listed,  assessed,  and  taxed  the  same 
as  real  property  of  like  character  of  individuals. 


Notice  of  Increase  of  Hazaid. 

The  Sc'hmurr  Case. — Defendant  compauy 
was  alleged  to  be  in  possession  of  notice  of 
erection  of  a  barn  which  was  said  to  have  in- 
creased the  hazard  of  plaintiff's  dwelling. 
The  defendant  is  the  State  Ins.  Co.  of  Salem, 
Or.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  against  the 
company  for  Si,  170,  and,  as  stated  in  our  March 
number,  the  defendant  appealed  the  case  to 
the  supreme  court.  Judge  Shattuck  of  Port- 
land held : 

"If  the  company  got  notice  of  that  fact 
from  any  source,  it  would  be  equivalent  to  no- 
tice given  by  Schmurr.  It  is  immaterial  alto- 
gether how  the  company  got  the  notice,  if  it 
got  it.  The  insured  ought  to  have  given  it — 
the  company  ought  to  have  notice  from  some- 
where. If  they  had  notice  from  any  quarter, 
it  answers  the  purpose  of  notice  as  given  by 
Schmurr.  If  the  company,  after  having  knowl- 
edge of  the  erection  of  a  building  which  in- 
creased the  risk,  made  no  change  in  their  con- 
duct and  dealings  with  the  insured,  did  not 
cancel  the  policy — left  it  in  force — it  ought  to 
be  held  in  force  until  canceled.  If  the  com- 
pany wants  to  avail  itself  of  a  matter  of  that 
sort,  it  would  be  considered  as  asking  a  rescis- 
sion of  contracts,  and  the  law  relating  to  res- 
cission of  contracts  requires  the  party  who 
seeks  to  rescind  to  do  so  immediately  on  dis- 
covering the  causes  which  authorize  him  to 
rescind.  The  company  is  not  allowed  to  spec- 
ulate upon  the  condition,  to  avail  itself  of  it, 
if  it  happens  to  be  an  advantage  to  it,  and  re- 
ject it  if  it  happens  to  be  injurious  to  it. 
When  the  cause,  the  right  to  rescind  the  con- 
tract, is  fairly  presented,  it  should  exercise 
its  option  immediately,  without  delay,  with- 
out speculating  upon  chances." 


Pacific  Coast  Death  Claims  Recently 

Denver,  Colo.,  I'uid 

L.  D.  Seebree $  2,000 

Los  Angeles,  Cal., 

Willis  N.  Bailey 2.  no 

Monterey,  Cal., 

Wm.  Hatton 29,60? 

Fresno.  Cal., 

E.  Griffith ii,9oq 

Lamanda  Park,  Cal., 

A.  Brigden 4,040 

PhCEnix,  Arizona. 

T.  J.  Trask 12,158 

McMinnville,  Or., 

R.  L.  Stow i,oi.S 

Astoria,  Or., 

J.  W.  Gearhart 750 

Oakland,  Or., 

J.  A.  Varney 1.884 

Los  Vegas,  N.  M., 

A.  Schloss 2.143 

Porterville,  Cal., 

Alex.  Madson .     2,629 

Clements,  Cal., 

Nelson  Dill 2.86S 

San  Francisco,  Cal., 

W.  F.  Paxton 1,500 

Los  Angeles,  Cal., 

E.  G.  Morse 3.455 

Lander,  Wyo., 

James  D.  Russell 3.245 

Portland,  Or., 

Levi  White 5,474 

Sacramento,  Cal., 

Leroy  S.  Taylor 3,009 

San  Francisco,  Cal.. 

W.  W.  Stow 13.020 

Nogales,  Ariz., 

Thos.  L.  Mercer 1.016 

Maybert,  Cal.. 

Ernst  C.  O'Huhn 5,463 

San  Francisco,  Cal., 

Louis  Feigenbaum 8,000 

Ramona,  Cal., 

William  R.  Fortune 7.500 

E.  Oakland,  Cal., 

Patrick  H.  Kane 5,399 

Ogden,  Utah, 

Edward  A.  Reed 500 

Manti,  Utah, 

Albert  Tuttle     5, ceo 

Seattle.  Wash., 

John  Craig 5,000 

San  Francisco,  Cal., 

Franklin  A.  Ramsel 3,000 

Denver,  Colo., 

Cfesar  A.  Munford 3,t.oo 


Paid. 

lieturn 
Over  Cost 
$  1,689 

2,000 

25,000 

II. on 

2,720 

10.494 

cSi 

507 

1-193 

1.0S9 

2.500 

2,492 
889 

2.0C,0 

2-547 

2-959 

1,170 

10.583 

202 

3,427 
2,429 
6,388 
5.000 
20g 
4.420 
3.549 
1.510 
2.082 


Two  insurance  agents  recently  committed 
suicide  because  short  in  accounts.  Perhaps 
whisky  had  something  to  do  with  it.  Another 
insurance  agent  preferred  eighteen  months  in 
the  penitentiary. 


I 


/?6 


7 HE  Coast  %ei^iew. 


Provident  Savings  Life  Assurance  Society. 

Large  Gains  in  assets,  in  Surplus,  in  Income 
AND  in  Insurance  in  Force. 

The  twentieth  annual  statement  of  the 
Provident  Savings  Life  Assurance  Society  of 
New  York,  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 
1894,  is  an  exceedingly  creditable  one.  In  a 
year  of  business  depression  like  '94  any  life 
insurance  company  does  well  to  maintain  its 
business,  or  to  "hold  its  own,"  as  the  current 
phrase  expresses  it.  But  the  annual  figures 
of  this  prosperous  New  York  company  show 
flattering  progress  in  the  face  of  hard  times. 
This  fact  may  be  accepted  as  additional  evi- 
dence of  the  popularity  of  the  Provident  Sav- 
ings' plans  of  insurance. 

The  assets  advanced  $271,000  last  year,  and 
correspoiiding  gains  were  made  in  other  de- 
partments, as  set  forth  in  the  statement 
printed  on  a  colored  page  in  this  number. 
The  insurance  in  force  is  now  over  4;84,ooo,ooo, 
which  is  a  gain  of  a  million  over  last  year's 
amount. 

The  progress  made  during  the  past  year  is 
brightly  prophetic  of  the  future;  and  the 
steady  growth  and  increasing  strength  of  the 
company  testify  to  both  the  pei-maneuce  of 
the  Provident  Savings  and  the  legitimate  life 
insurance  needs  which  it  satisfactorily  sup- 
plies. 

Among  the  items  of  the  annual  statement 
are  these:  Premiums,  $2,153,287,  a  gain  of 
nearly  a  hundred  thou-saud ;  income,  $3,660, 123; 
paid  policyholders,  $1,427,818,  of  which  $312,- 
837  was  dividends ;  policies  issued  in  1894, 
7,742  for  $22,114,526.  The  $1,787,200  assets  are 
well  invested,  as  is  shown  by  such  items  as 
these:  Federal  and  city  bonds,  $210,269; 
bonds  and  mortgages,  $904,000;  real  estate, 
$235,700.  For  depreciated  values  $13,403  was 
'•written  off"  during  the  year. 

The  statement  in  its  details  as  well  as  a 
whole  is  very  encouraging  to  the  oflBcials  and 
representatives  of  the  society,  since  it  pre- 
sents evidence  of  capable  and  careful  manage- 
ment, sound  investments,  a  prosperous  state 
of  affairs,  and  a  conflrmatiou  of  the  wisdom 
which  dictated  the  organization  and  policy  of 
the  society.  Twenty  j'ears'  expei-ience  has 
fully  vindicated  President  Homans,  the 
founder. 

The  Pacific  Coast  department  is  under  the 
management  of  G.  C.  Pratt,  who  is  building 
up  a  fine  business  for  his  company  in  this 
field. 


Table  of  Comparative  Fire  Department  Statistics. 

Compiled  by  Chief  Engineer  Baltimore  Fire 
Department  —  Revised  by  The  Coast  Re- 
view. 


Cities. 


o      cot;      »■ 
J      WH   g       - 

i  «  s^      o 


W    K      o 


New  York  .   .    4H<.  1.71.5,721  fi3  37  b    o    'i  1070.  90.11- 

Clileatio    .   .   .  181-K  1,200.000  78  28  2:1    1    4  100.5  14,104 

Plilludelpliia    12ilH  1.142,0.i3  41  12  2    11  .5'.I4  8447 

Boston      .   .  .    Zi%  448,477  40  17  10    2    1  702  6800 

Brooklyn    .   .    22  978.304  30  11  -    1    1  041  .47(50 

Baltimore  .   .    33  434.439  IR  U  8    11  304  1420 

St.  Lonis     .   .    filM  451.770  35  13  4    1    -  417  4084 

Cineinnati  .   .    24  31.5.000  20  10  3   -    -  298  1750 

Detroit     ...    28  250,000  20  10  611  300  ,  2294 

Minneapolis  .      9  206.000  18  5  SI-  266  2736 

BulTalo     ...    40  255.664  23  9  411  345  3100 

San  Franeiseo  40  298.997  26  7  7    1    *  4S8  2234 

Lonisville   .   .    nM  161.129  14  6 144  681 

New  Orleans  .    38  242.039  25  8  9    -   -  273  1220 

St.  I'lUil   .   .   .    ,55  150.000  13  10  8    1    -  199  1968 

Jlilwaukee     .    —  204,468  15  7  7    11  253  1800 

Pittslnirj;    .   .    T,H  263,312  19  6  2   -    -  239  18.58 

The  proportion  of  members  to  population  in 
several  of  the  larger  cities  is  about  as  follows : 
New  York,  one  to  1700;  Chicago,  one  to  1200; 
Philadelphia,  one  to  2000 ;  Boston,  one  to  575 ; 
Baltimore,  one  to  1400;  Brooklyn,  one  to  1600; 
St.  Louis,  one  to  1200;  Cincinnati,  one  to  1000; 
San  Fi'ancisco,  one  to  600,  ranking  second  in 
this  respect. 

*San  Francisco  has  a  fire-boat,  called  the 
Gov.  Irwin.  It  belongs  to  the  state,  and  in 
the  daytime  is  under  the  control  of  the  harbor 
commissioners.  After  4  o'clock  p.  m.,lTowever, 
the  boat  is  moored  to  the  wharf  at  the  foot  of 
Market  street,  and  then  is  under  control  of 
the  chief  engineer  of  the  city  fire  department. 
Steam  is  kept  up  constantly,  and  the  boat  re- 
sponds to  all  alarms  from  water-front  boxes. 
The  Gov.  Irwin  has  eight  connections,  four  on 
each  side.  It  has  done  great  service  at  water- 
front fires.  In  addition,  J.  D.  Spreckels  &  Bro. 
have  two  large  tug  boats,  with  heavy  pumps, 
capable  of  throwing  five  streams  each.  These 
boats  can  be  brought  into  service  at  any  fire, 
if  desired.  It  would  be  better,  of  course,  if 
San  Francisco  owned  its  own  fire-boat,  but, 
as  it  is,  with  the  state  fire-boat  and  two  pri- 
vate fire-boats,  San  Fi'ancisco  must  be  cred- 
ited with  fair  protection  of  this  sort. 


The  way  to  g:et  a  political  office  is  to  train 
one's  mouth  in  the  way  it  should  wag. 


Cut-down  rates  often  mean  cut-down  claims. 
-Coast  Review  a  year  ago. 


The  Palatine  reinsured  the  business  of  the 
New  York  Bowerv. 
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What's  in  a  Name? 

Wheu,  at  the  banquet  g:iven  in  Sau  Fran- 
cisco last  February,  at  the  close  of  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  insurance  men,  Moses  Guggen- 
heim, the  United  States  manager  of  the 
"Semitic  Lloyds  of  Manchester  and  Glasgow," 
told  the  following  story,  it  may  have  been 
owing  to  the  easy  flow  of  the  Pommery,  or 
his  clever  delivei'y,  that  it  went  so  well.  At 
any  rate,  he  said  : 

"This  happened  at  Kansas  City  some  fifteen 
years  ago.  An  editorial  in  the  Times-Tribune 
did  the  business.  It  called  attention  to  the 
enormous  premium  receipts  of  the  city  and 
state ;  to  the  low  loss  ratio  and  the  fact  that 
foreign  capital  monopolized  the  insurance  bus- 
iness of  Missouri,  and  demanded  that  our 
home  caijitalists  should  arouse  from  their 
lethargy,  loosen  their  purse  strings  and  or- 
ganize a  local  fire  insurance  company.  The 
article  ended  with  the  glowing  period :  '  Let 
the  watchward  be,  Missouri  for  Missourians 
and  Down  with  the  Plutocrats  of  London, 
New  York  and  Hartford  !'  At  that  time  I  was 
a  clerk  in  the  commission  house  of  N.  K. 
Hutchinson,  who  had  made  a  fortune  in  the 
congenial  business  of  buying  and  selling 
dressed  hogs,  and  had  become  that  object  les- 
son, '  the  big  man  of  a  little  town.'  The  news- 
paper appeal  aroused  his  ambition  and  he  or- 
ganized the  company,  subscribed  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being 
present  at  the  final  meeting  of  the  stockhold- 
ers before  beginning  business. 

'Now,  gentlemen,'  said  Hutchinson,  'all  we 
want  is  a  good  name  for  the  company  and  it 
will  go  from  the  start.  What  will  you  sug- 
gest?' 

The  'Missouri  Mutual,'  'Kansas  City,' 
'Southern,'  'Home,'  'Standard,'  and  'Repub- 
lic,' were  rapidly  proposed. 

'The.se  won't  do,"  shouted  Hutchinson,  'we 
want  something  more  striking.  I  have  three 
names  that  are  new.  The  wonder  is  that  no 
one  thought  of  'em  before.  They  are,  first, 
Regina  Occidentis.' 

'What's  that  mean;'  asked  several. 

'Queen  of  the  West,'  replied  Hutchinson, 
'that's  what  Regina  Occidentis  is.  A  noble 
name,  gentlemen,'  and  he  rolled  it  like  a  juicy 
morsel  under  his  tongue.  The  silence  was 
oppressive.     Unabashed,  he  continued. 

'The  next  is  an  inspiration — The  Asbestos; 
simple,  yet  suggestive.  And  now  for  the  last 
and  best.  This  is  my  choice,  gentlemen — The 
Salamander!' 

The  stockholders  looked  at  one  another 
gloomily,  but  uo  one  dared  protest. 


'I  see  you  agree  with  me,'  he  said.  'The 
Salamander  then  be  it.  We  all  know  what  a 
salamander  is.' 

'I  don't  exactly,'  said  one  of  the  bolder 
spirits.     'What  is  it,  some  kind  of  a  .safe ;' 

'A  salamander,'  answered  Hutchinson,  hesi- 
tating in  a  way  that  showed  a  lack  of  exact 
knowledge  about  that  species  of  batrachians, 
'is-er— a  kind  of  an  animal  that  can't  be 
burned.  I  never  .saw  one,  but  the  books  say 
that  you  may  put  it  in  the  hottest  kind  of  a 
tire  and  it  will  come  out  a  little  warm, 
perhaps,  but  not  even  singed.  And  then  see 
how  we  can  work  it  in  as  our  trademark.  In- 
stead of  having  a  lion  and  a  unicorn  fighting 
over  three  feathers,  or  the  tattooed  head  of  a 
Maori  Chieftain,  or  a  stag  standing  in  a 
stream,  calmly  gazing  at  nothing.  We  will 
have  the  innocuous  and  invulnerable  salaman- 
der on  glass  and  gilt  signs  for  the  large  agen- 
cies ;  striped  in  blue  and  red  on  the  tin  signs 
for  small  agencies,  and  on  Christmas  we  will 
send  a  nickel  salamander  paper-weight,  en- 
closed in  a  neat  box,  to  evei\y  agent.  It  will 
become  a  household  word,  and  that's  the  kind 
of  a  company  we  want. ' 

The  meeting  then  adjourned.  But  I  was 
uneasy.  I  had  invested  my  small  savings  in 
the  stock,  and  knew  that  the  proposed  name, 
if  retained,  would  kill  the  company.  That 
night  I  called  on  Mr.  Hutchinson. 

'Well,  young  man,'  he  asked,  'what  do  you 
want?' 

'Mr.  Hutchinson,'  I  answered  boldly,  but 
with  weak  knees,  'I  looked  up  the  definition 
of  salamander,  and,  sir,  what  do  you  think 
Webster  says 2' 

'Well,  what?' 

'If  you  please,  sir,  he  says  that  a  salaman- 
der is  a  cross  between  a  toad  and  a  lizard  ;  and 
that  the  vulgar  story  that  the  salamander  is 
able  to  endure  fire  is  a  mistake.' 

He  glowered  at  me,  changed  color,  and 
finally  said : 

'Well,  well.  I'll  see  about  it  in  the  morn- 
ing.' 

Next  day  the  name  was  changed  to  The 
Standard,  and  the  company  prospered  for 
several  years.  The  Standard  ought  to  be 
living  to-day,  but  they  got  ambitious,  cut 
rates,  and  went  into  the  farm  business  and 
just  naturally  died." 

Edward  Nilks. 

Up  IX  Portland,  Me.,  three  fires  were  sim- 
ultaneously started  by  telegraph  wires  falling 
on  electric-light  wii-es.  When  a  whole  city  is 
burned  by  power  or  light  wires,  the  people 
will  go  gunning  for  the  authorities. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  MUTUAL  .   .   . 

Springfield.    1851. 
C.  M.  T.  Parker,  Manager. 
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Newark,  N.  J.    1845. 
Jas.  Munsell,  Jr.,  Manager. 

< 

New  York.    1843. 
A.  B.  Forbes  &  Son,  General  Agents. 

NATIONAL  LIFE 

Montpelier,  Vt.    1850. 
G.  M.  Stolp,  Manager. 

NEW  ENGLAND  MUTUAL  .... 

Boston.     1843. 
H.  K.  Field,  General  Agent. 

NEW  YORK  LIFE 

New  York.     1845. 
Alex.  G.  Hawes.  Manager. 

NORTHWESTERN  MUTUAL  .   .    . 

Milwaukee,  Wis.     1858. 
Clarence  M,  Smith.  General  Agent. 

PACIFIC  MUTUAL 

Capital,  $100,000. 

San  Francisco.     1868. 
Kllgarlt  &  Beaver,  General  Agents. 
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PROVIDENT  SAVINGS 

Capital,  $100,000.    New  York,    1875. 
Geo.  C.  Pratt,  Manager. 
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Hartford.     1866. 
W.  W.  Ha.skell,  General  Agent. 
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Capital,  $100,000.   Cincinnati.    1867. 
F.  A.  Arctiibald,  Manager. 
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Portland,  Me.    1849. 
"W.  C.  Leavitt,  Manager. 
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Capital,  $125,000.    New  York.    1860. 
J.  H.  Gray,  General  Agent 
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The  United  States  Fire  Business. 

Following  ai"e  the  figures  of  the  United 
States  fire  business  in  1894,  of  the  joint-stock 
companies  reporting  to  the  insurance  deimrt- 
ment  of  New  York.  These  companies  trans- 
act about  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  total  Ameri- 
can business : 

Premiums.  Losses.       Ratio. 

98  American  $'83, 158,565        $50450,300        60.7 
23  Foreign    .    41,490,805  25,608,889        61.7 


121  6124,649,370        676,069,189        61.0 

In  1893  the  average  loss  ratio  was  69.0  per 
cent.  Last  year's  experience  was  the  most 
profitable  for  a  number  of  years.  The  fire 
(property)  losses  were  only  $147,000,000  as 
against  6167,000,000  for  1893.  Six  fewer  com- 
panies report — five  American  and  one  foreign. 
The  premium  income  fell  oft'  over  three  mil- 
lions, with  about  the  same  percentage  decline 
in  both  classes. 


New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce  on  the  Lloyds. 

'•Your  committee  especially  desire  to  empha- 
size the  importance  of  requiring  Lloyds  to 
have  in  hand,  at  all  times,  as  a  reserve,  such 
portion  of  the  premium  as  represents  the  un- 
expired time  of  their  executory  or  running 
contracts.  The  business  of  fire  insurance  is 
conducted  on  a  system  which  collects,  in  ad- 
vance of  a  stipulated  term,  a  money  premium, 
upon  the  sufficiency  of  which  the  assured  is 
dependent  (especially  iu  the  absence  of 
capital)  for  his  security.  The  insurer, 
whether  a  Lloyds  or  a  stock  company,  thus  be- 
comes the  trustee  of  the  premium  money 
which  is  the  guarantee  of  indemnity  for  the 
unexpired  time.  Your  committee  have  rea- 
sons to  believe  that  many  of  the  Lloyds  asso- 
ciations not  only  do  not  hold  the  premiums 
representing  the  unexpired  terms  of  their  pol- 
icies, but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  have 
actually  divided  such  unearned  premiums  as 
profits,  so  that,  in  the  event  of  sweeping  con- 
fiagrations  involving  a  number  of  risks,  they 
would  be  unable  to  meet  their  obligations. 

LIABILITY — EACH    MEMBEK   MUST    BE   SUED. 

''Some  of  the  representatives  of  these  asso- 
ciations are  advertising  the  fact  of  unlimited 
liability  on  the  part  of  their  members  as  a 
reason  why  their  policies  should  be  preferred 
to  those  of  stock  companies.  But  as  fires  in 
the  compact  portion  of  cities  frequently 
spread  over  acres  of  buildings,  it  behooves 
those  who  accept  their  policies  to  recognize 
the  fact  that  the  destruction  of  a  number  of 
buildings  in  a  city  might  materially  reduce 


the  amount  which  they  could  recover  under  a 
Lloyds  policy  where  this  amount  has  been 
limited,  as  in  most,  if  not  all,  cases  it  has,  to 
a  pro  rata  share  of  the  aggregate  amount  of 
only  five  separate  claims.  It  is  necessary  in 
most  cases,  at  least,  to  sue  each  subscriber  at 
Lloyds  in  case  of  disputed  claims— an  import- 
ant matter  to  be  considered  by  those  dealing 
with  them,  but  a  fact  not  generally  under- 
stood by  those  whose  property  is  insured  by 
them. 

LIABILITY    LIMITED. 

"Reliance  is  placed  by  members  of  Lloyds 
upon  a  limit  of  liability  in  any  sweeping  con- 
flagration by  clauses  in  the  agreement  fixing 
the  maximum  liability  at  five  times  the 
amount  of  subscription  by  any  one  conflagra- 
tion, and  other  like  provisions.  These,  it  is 
not  necessary  to  state,  could  have  effect  as  to 
innocent  third  parties  dealing  with  the  asso- 
ciation only  in  case  the  limit  is  brought  home 
to  them  as  a  condition  of  the  policy  or  con- 
tract of  insurance. 

"The  ijossible  liability  of  a  subscriber  to 
Lloyds  may  be  much  greater  than  is  contem- 
plated, owing  to  laches  or  neglect  on  the  part 
of  the  attorney  who  becomes  his  agent.  In 
a  case  coming  before  your  committee,  for 
example,  a  clause  in  the  power  of  attorney 
limiting  the  subscriber's  liability  by  any  fire 
to  five  times  the  amount  of  his  subscription 
has  been,  through  neglect  or  otherwise, 
omitted  from  the  policies  themselves,  and,  so 
far  as  the  insuring  public  and  the  customers 
of  the  association  are  concerned,  there  is  no 
limit  whatever  to  the  liability  of  the  sub- 
scriber, whose  private  insti'uctions  to  his 
agent  would  and  should  have  no  force  as  to 
innocent  third  parties.  If  any  one  should 
suffer  by  the  neglect,  criminal  or  otherwise, 
of  the  attorney  of  a  Lloyds  as.sociation  to  pub- 
lish the  fact  of  such  limit  of  liability,  it  .should 
clearly  be  the  one  whose  agent  he  is. 

WHEN    A   LLOYDS    SUBSCRIBEK   DIES. 

"In  the  event  of  the  death  of  a  subscriber 
the  distribution  of  his  estate  by  will  or  in- 
heritance would  certainly  be  delayed,  possibly 
for  years,  until  executory  or  running  con- 
tracts, for  which  he  would  be  liable,  could  ex- 
pire or  be  cancelled.  There  is  no  known 
gauge  or  measure,  legal  or  otherwise,  for 
determining  the  contingent  liability  of  unex- 
pired insurance  conti'acts. 

"Incase  of  bankruptcy,  receivers  of  insur- 
ance corporations  are  expressly  authorized, 
under  the  laws  of  1828,  to  provide  for  'cancel- 
ling and  discharging  any  open  or  subsisting 
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contracts.'  This  would  make  the  holders  of 
insurance  contracts  ag-ainst  a  bankrupt  praiv 
tically  preferred  claimants.  There  is  good 
reason  for  providing-  for  caneelliufj  such  con- 
tracts, for  it  may  well  be  assumed  that  the 
failure  of  the  bankrupt  is  the  outcome  of  the 
conduct  of  a  business  which  has  been  un- 
profitable, and  that  the  sooner  the  running 
contracts  of  such  a  business  can  be  cancelled 
the  better  will  it  be  for  all  concerned  in  the 
estate.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  with  this 
proper  statute  on  the  books,  an  important 
question,  in  considering  the  mercantile  stand- 
ing of  a  merchant  for  purposes  of  credit,  as  to 
what  might  be  his  liabilities  under  running 
contracts  of  this  character,  the  receiver  being 
authorized,  if  not  admonished,  to  dispose  of 
them. before  providing  for  other  claims  upon 
the  estate." 


Westchester  Fire  Insurance  Company. 

GAINS     IN     Assets.    Surplus,    Premiums    and 

A.MOUNT   AT    Risk— A    Successful   Company 

Nearly  Sixty  Years  Old. 

The  Westchester  Fire  of  New  York  city 
always  makes  a  good  statement,  but  this 
year  it  excels  its  own  good  record.  Last 
year's  business  piled  up  assets,  increased  the 
net  surplus,  and  put  ten  millions  of  additional 
business  on  the  books,  but  the  stockholders 
were  content  with  the  usual  dividends. 

The  Westchester  makes  a  fine  showing. 
The  assets  are  now,  in  round  numbers,  >!2,ooo,- 
ooo,  while  the  surplus  to  policyholders  is 
^700,000.  The  amount  at  risk  is  $200,000,000. 
Liosses  and  expenses  last  year  were  some 
§100,000  less  than  the  income.  The  assets  in- 
creased §141,000;  the  net  surplus  («;368,38i) 
gained  $41,000.  The  premium  income  ($1,594,- 
511)  is  over  $100,000  more  than  in  the  preced- 
ing year.  The  loss  ratio  was  a  moderate  one, 
and  the  expense  i-atio  was  reduced. 

The  Westchester  has  been  steadily  advanc- 
ing in  recent  years.  In  ten  j'ears  it  has 
doubled  its  assets,  more  than  doubled  its  sur- 
plus, and  far  more  than  doubled  its  premium 
income.  It  now  occupies  a  prominent  place 
among  millionaire  American  fire  offices.  For 
more  than  a  half  century — for  nearly  sixty 
years — it  has  been  in  continuous  and  success- 
ful opei-atiou. 

The  Westchester  has  a  Pacific  Coast  gen- 
eral agency,  with  headquarters  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, recently  placed  under  the  management 
of  D.  A.  Spencer,  an  experienced  underwriter 
and  field  man.  The  company  does  a  large 
business  in  this  field. 


An  Example  of  Fraternal  Insurance. 

One  Fillmore  of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  took  out 
a  $2,000  policy  in  the  brothei-ly  Knights  of 
the  Maccabees.  One  of  the  conditions  of  his 
good  standing  in  the  order  was  that  he  should 
not  engage  in  the  manufacture  or  sale  of 
spirituous  liquors.  The  spirit  of  this  I'estric- 
tion  is  i^lain  enough,  but  the  dear  brethren  in- 
voked the  letter  that  killeth  the  contract. 
Fillmore  died,  but  just  before  his  death  lie 
became  owner  of  $5,000  in  brewery  stock. 
He  did  not  personally  engage  in  the  manu- 
facture or  sale  of  either  spirituous  or  malt 
liquors.  Payment  of  the  widow's  claim  was. 
refused  because  the  insured  owned  brewery 
stock,  though  such  ownership  in  no  way  con- 
tributed to  his  death.  The  widow  sued  on 
the  ground  that  the  literal  construction  of  the 
statute  would  be  against  public  policy.  The 
lower  court  supported  this  view,  but  the  su- 
preme court  of  Michigan  reversed  this  find- 
ing, and  ruled  that  members  of  secret  or 
fraternal  societies  must  live  up  to  the  letter 
of  their  obligations.  We  commend  this  de- 
cision to  the  consideration  of  members  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  other 
claim-fighting  spurious  fraternal  insurance 
schemes. 


Fire  Items. — Alabama's  govei-nor  refused  to 
sign  the  valued  policy  bill.  He  had  more 
nerve  than  Gov.  Pennoyer  of  Oregon.  The 
Sun  of  London  made  only  $400'  in  the  United 
States  last  year.  Foreign  companies  as  a 
whole  made  $700,000  in  this  country  in  1894.— 
"Banquet  lamps"  have  caused  sf'number  of 
fires,  lately.— The  Pennsylvania  Fire  has  dis- 
continued the  writing  of  dwelling  risks  in 
Texas,  after  an  average  loss  e.xperience,  for 
ten  years,  of  95  per  cent. — The  Caledonian  has 
reiusured  the  business  of  the  Minnesota  Fire 
in  Colorado  and  several  other  states. — It  is 
about  time  for  a  theater  to  burn.— The  rate  on 
the  Grand  hotel  in  Cincinnati  is  now  1.50,  a 
reduction  of  0.30.— Peter  Oaks  of  New  Orleans 
was  caught  inserting  a  stick  of  phosphorous 
into  a  bale  of  cotton,  and  now  Peter  is  looking 
for  another  .sort  of  bail.— Maine  has  repealed 
its  anti-compact  law.  Good  work  by  main 
strength.— Vice  President  Geo.  A.  Cox  suc- 
ceeds the  late  A.  M.  Smith  as  president  of  the 
Western  of  Toronto.— This  enterprising  Age 
of  our  exchanges  is  analyzing  the  fire  business 
of  1893.     New  York  is  the  boss  place  to  sleep. 


Marine  iTEM.-^The  Policyholder  of  England 
says:  We  fear  that  English  underwriters 
will  not  make  much  out  of  their  deal  on  the 
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American  • '  Ward  Line ' '  steamers.  If  we  mis- 
take not,  our  friends  on  this  side  of  the  water 
were  anxious  to  have  a  big  share  of  the  busi- 
ness of  this  American  company,  and  went  so 
far  as  to  quote  against  the  American  offices. 
Well,  they  got  the  business  and  very  soon 
after  getting  it  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  line 
was  lost,  and  our  companies  had  to  pay  up.  A 
short  time  ago  another  steamer  of  this  com- 
pany, the  Cienfuegos,  a  vessel  insured  for 
about  £40,000,  got  ashore  near  Harbor  Island,- 
when  on  a  voyage  from  Newport  to  Cuban 
ports,  and  from  the  latest  reports  received 
from  Lloyds'  agents  there,  it  looks  as  if  Eng- 
lish underwriters  were  in  for  another  loss,  as 
regai'ds  the  -'Ward  Line"  steamers. 


48.7,  and  on  a  splendid  income  such  as  the 
Alliance  earns,  the  result  is  brilliant. — Lon- 
don Siiectator. 


Sentenced  to  Eighteen  Months'  Imprisonment. 

Charles  E.  Morgan,  a  solicitor  in  the  employ 
of  Boyd  &  Arnold  of  Portland,  Or.,  was  found 
guilty  of  "appropriating"  several  hundred 
dollars  of  his  employers'  money.  The  court 
denied  his  application  for  a  new  trial,  and 
sentenced  him  to  eighteen  months'  imprison- 
ment in  the  state  penitentiary.  The  amount 
collected  by  Morgan  and  not  accounted  for 
was  some  $600.  The  judge  was  lenient,  and 
limited  the  penitential  period  of  reflection, 
though  the  law  authorized  him  to  impose  a 
five-years'  sentence.  Messrs.  Boyd  &  Arnold 
deserve  the  thanks  of  the  insurance  fraternity 
for  prosecuting  this  ease.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  conviction  of  Morgan  will  serve  as  a 
wholesome  example  to  those  insurance  agents 
whose  carelessness  in  tuiming  over  collections 
may  lead  to  defalcation,  or  whose  spendthrift 
habits  can  be  maintained  only  by  embezzle- 
ment.   

Alliance  of  London. 
The  report  of  the  Alliance  presented  on  the 
13th,  covered  a  most  satisfactory  record,  and, 
taking  all  things  into  consideration,  the  con- 
nections of  the  company  have  every  reason  to 
congratulate  themselves.  In  regard  to  the 
fire  department,  the  amount  of  losses  of  48.7 
at  once  establishes  the  quality  of  the  busi- 
ness, and  when  this  outgo  is  found  in  company 
with  a  most  reasonable  trading  rate,  the 
brilliance  of  the  totaling  will  be  easily  in- 
ferred. There  is  certainly  a  minimum  of 
regi-et  in  the  fact  that  the  premiums  for  the 
year  1894  are  down  some  twenty-three  thou- 
sand pounds  against  the  declaration  for  the 
year  immediately  preceding;  the  point  of 
material  interest  is  found  in  the  net  result  of 
the  work.  For  1893  the  losses  were  made  at 
65.4;   for    1894   they  are,  as   above    indicated. 


A  Pinhole  Study. 
According  to  a  Savannah,  Ga. ,  paper,  a  pin- 
hole will  decide  the  disposition  of  a  1^3,000  pol- 
icy. As  a  part  of  the  evidence  the  letter  giv- 
ing notice  of  cancellation,  and  the  letter-book 
containing  a  copy  thereof,  took  up  the  morn- 
ing session  of  the  court,  with  a  view  to  deter- 
mining whether  the  check  for  the  return 
premium  had  been  placed  in  the  letter,  a.s 
claimed  by  one  party  and  denied  by  the  other. 
The  question  was  whether  the  check  was  also 
pinned  to  the  back  of  the  letter,  as  had  been 
stated.  The  judge  procured  a  microscope  and 
then  examined  the  letter-book  page  for  the 
impression  of  the  pin  which  it  was  alleged 
had  been  used  to  attach  the  check.  He  could 
find  no  such  impression,  nor  could  the  man 
who  wrote  the  letter.  A  similar  letter  and 
check  were  copied,  and  the  pin  made  a  deep 
impression,  but  the  check  made  none  on  the 
letter.  

Insuring:  School-Honses. 

According  to  the  Los  Angeles  Times  of 
March  2,  W.  M.  Garland,  a  member  of  the  city 
council,  expressed  himself  as  opposed  to  insur- 
ing the  city's  school-houses.  "It  is  a  v^'aste 
of  money,"  said  the  sapient  Garland  of  the 
flowery  City  of  the  Angels.  "Here  we  have 
been  insuring  school-houses  for  a  long  time, 
without  a  fire."  Twelve  days  later,  on  March 
14,  the  school-house  on  Boyle  Heights  in  Los 
Angeles  was  burned,  with  a  loss  of  |s8,ooo. 
Since  then  this  Garland  has  not  been  on 
exhibition  in  the  newspapers. 

On  the  same  day  a  Los  Angeles  paper  printed 
an  account  of  the  burning  of  the  high-school 
building  in  Toledo,  O.  The  loss  was  $125,000. 
The  Toledo  board  of  education,  however,  un- 
like the  Los  Angeles  board,  has  always  been 
in  favor  of  insuring  the  city's  school-houses. 

The  Chronicle  fire  tables  report  the  burn- 
ing of  209  school-houses  in  the  United  States 
in  1893,  with  a  loss  of  -Si, 294,896.  To  meet  that 
loss  and  expenses  about  500  cities  like  Los 
Angeles  would  have  to  put  up  $4,000  each. 


English  Law.— An  English  lordling  repre- 
sented an  insurance  company,  and  for  the  use 
of  the  handle  to  his  name  he  was  paid  a  com- 
mission on  the  business  in  his  district.  His 
demands  for  commissions  became  too  excess- 
ive, and  the  company  canceled  his  agency.  A 
circular  was   sent   to   sub-agents   and   policy- 
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holders,  uotifyiiifr  them  that  the  directors  of 
the  company  had  rescinded  the  greedy  lord- 
ling's  contract,  and  nothing  was  said  about 
dismissal  "for  cause,"  either.  Suit  for  al- 
leged damages  followed,  and  the  jury,  with 
characteristic  deference  for  a  lord,  returned  a 
verdict  for  libel  and  damages.  Up  in  Oregon, 
not  long  ago,  there  was  a  similar  suit,  on 
similar  grounds,  and  a  criminal  charge  as  well, 
but  both  court  and  jury  pronounced  in  favor  of 
the  defendant  special  agent  who  had  prepared 
the  offending  notice  of  revocation  of  local 
agency.  

The  National  Life  Insurance  Company. 

fl.4ttehing    gains   in    assets,    surplus   and 
Premiums. 

One  of  the  most  enterprising  and  successful 
of  our  American  life  insurance  companies  is 
the  National  of  Vermont.  Measured  by  any 
standard  except  mere  size,  it  ranks  among 
the  leaders.  Its  policies  are  liberal,  and  brief, 
and  free  from  verbiage,  and  altogether  models 
of  excellence.  The  company  is  growing  and 
growing  stronger,  and  be  it  reflected  that 
strength  is  not  always  a  concomitant  of 
growth.  The  management,  though  conserva- 
tive, is  not  content  to  copy,  but  strikes  out 
original  lines  in  the  direction  of  perfection. 

The  annual  statement  of  the  National's 
affairs  is  very  succinctly  set  forth  on  another 
page.  In  sevei-al  respects  a  better  compara- 
tive showing  is  made  than  in  the  previous 
year.  More  of  the  surplus  was  retuyned  to 
policyholders,  yet  the  gain  in  surplus  was 
much  larger.  The  increase  in  surplus  was 
$296,621,  the  increase  in  assets  was  $1,158,824, 
the  increase  in  premiums  was  nearly  |ioo,ooo, 
the  increase  in  insurance  in  force  was  $3, roc- 
oco. These  are  figures  which  proclaim  a  jn'os- 
perous  growth. 

■  The  healthy  condition  of  the  company  is 
further  shown  by  these  figures:  Assets,  over 
$ri, 000,000;  surplus  on  a  four  per  cent,  basis, 
$1,430,714,  on  a  43 :j  percent,  basis,  over  $2,000,- 
000;  income  last  year,  nearly  .?3, 000,000;  new 
insurance  written  last  year,  nearly  $15,000,- 
000;  insurance  in  force  $65,000,000.  In  the 
last  six  years  the  insurance  in  force  and  re- 
sources have  doubled. 

Since  organized  in  1850  the  National  Life 
has  returned  over  $2,000,000  of  its  surplus  to 
polic.vholdcrs,  has  paid  over  two-and-three- 
quarter  millions  for  surrendered  policies,  and 
over  five  and  a  third  millions  for  death  claims. 
This  is  an  exceedingly  good  recoi-d  of  good 
accomplished.  The  National  Life  has  earned 
its  popularity. 


Under  the  energetic,  wideawake  and  liberal 
management  of  G.  M.  Stolp  and  Son  the  Paci- 
fic Coast  business  of  this  comiiany  has  attained 
large  proportions,  and  gives  promise  of  a  hand- 
some extension  in  the  future. 


Western  Assm-ance  Company. 

At  the  i-eceut  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the 
Wt^tei-n  Assurance  Company  of  Toronto  the 
following  flgui'es  were  reported :  Assets,  $2,- 
373,604;  reserve  fund,  $1,100,000;  cash  capital, 
$1,000,000;  total  income,  $2,193,873;  total  ex- 
penditures, $2,082,419.  The  usual  ten  per  cent, 
dividends  were  paid,  and  Sio.ooo  was  added  to 
the  reserve  fund.  The  United  States  branch 
figures  ai"e:  Assets,  $1,642,001 ;  surplus,  $556,- 
208,  a  gain  of  $52,000;  premiums,  $1,668,133; 
losses,  $1,092,324.  The  Western  has  a  Pacific 
Coast  department,  with  H.  M.  Grant  as  man- 
ager and  C.  A.  Stuart  as  assistant  manager. 


The  Prussian  National. 
The  United  States  branch  of  this  German 
company — Theo.  W.  Letton,  manager,  with 
headquarters  in  Chicago — added  considerably 
to  its  business  and  resources  last  year.  The 
American  department  now  has  $776,920  assets 
and  $360,975  surplus,  with  an  annual  premium 
income  of  half  a  million.  The  Prussian  Na- 
tional completes  its  half  century  this  year, 
and  it  can  afford  to  call  it  a  jubilee  year.  In 
this  field,  under  the  management  of  Franz 
Jacoby,  this  company  has  long  transacted  a 
growing  and  profitable  business. 


Legislation  Killed. 
Nearly  all  the  bills  introduced  iu  Coast 
states  legislatures  at  this  winter's  session 
died  or  were  killed.  Among  them  were  the 
mutual  bills,  the  tax,  anti-Lloyds,  fii'e  in- 
quest, deposit  and  other  bills  at  Sacramento; 
the  three-fourths  bill  in  Idaho,  the  omnibus 
bill  iu  Montana,  all  bills  in  New  Mexico,  all 
bills  but  two  iu  Arizona,  and  all  bills  but  one 
in  Oregon.  The  insurance  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  did  some  'good 
work. 


An  Endowment  Scheme. 
He  put  his  every  penny 

In  a  scheme— It  was  a  bubble — 
And  now  he  is  so  poor  that  he 
Can't  even  borrow  trouble. 

—Jix. 

WiiEUE  the  insurer  informed  the  agents  that 
he  had  a  clear  title  to  the  pi'operty,  when  in 
volt  he  had  only  an  executory  contract,  it 
vitiated  the  policy.    62  N.  W.  K.  149. 
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The  Fidelity  &  Casualty  Co. 

This  strong  New  York  company  made  good 
progress  last  year,  increasing  its  assets  over 
$184,000  and  adding  largely  to  its  reinsurance 
i-eserve.  Its  business  was  also  increased  very 
considerably,  while  the  losses  were  less  than 
in  the  previous  year.  The  Fidelity  &  Cas- 
ualty now  has  -*2, 250. 570  gross  assets,  an  an- 
nual income  of  two  and  a  half  million,  and 
$461,508  surplus.  Over  one-third  of  its  prem- 
iums is  derived  from  accident  business,  over 
one-thii'd  from  employers'  liability.  The  loss 
ratio  was  about  34  per  cent.  The  Fidelity  & 
Casualty  does  a  fidelity,  accident,  plate  glass, 
steam  boiler,  employers'  liability  and  burg- 
lary. Very  considerable  gains  were  made  in 
all  the  departments.  S.  C.  Pardee  now  rej)- 
resents  this  company  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 

Montana  Insm-ance  Department  Bill  Vetoed. 

Assembly  Bill  No.  127,  Montana,  provided 
for  an  insurance  department  and  for  the 
regulation  of  insurance  companies.  Under  its 
provisions  a  two  per  cent,  gross  premium  tax 
was  levied,  in  addition  to  $50  for  filing  articles 
of  incorporation,  $50  for  filing  annual  state- 
ment, $5  for  certificate,  $2  for  cash  agent,  etc., 
etc.  Twenty-five  per  cent,  of  net  premiums 
were  to  be  invested  in  Montana.  Tlie  whole 
bill  seems  to  have  been  drawn  for  the  purpose 
of  driving  stock  insurance  companies  out  of 
the  state  and  fostering  home  fire  mutuals  and 
co-operative  life  schemes. 

Governor  Rickards  waited  until  the  last 
moment  before  disposing  of  this  bill,  and  after 
hearing  arguments  for  and  against  the  meas- 
ui"e,  wrote  a  veto  of  it.  The  governor,  who  is 
cr  was  an  insurance  man,  said  : 

THE   VETO. 

Members  of  the  senate  have  informed  me 
that  the  bill  was  never  read  before  that  bod}-, 
but  was  adopted  upon  the  assurance  that  it 
meant  an  increase  of  revenue  to  the  state. 
The  measure  would  in  no  material  respect 
increase  the  revenues  of  the  state.  Officers 
of  nearly  every  reputable  company  doing  bus- 
iness in  Montana  have  declared  tha,t  their 
companies  would  be  compelled  to  leave  the 
state.  This  would  be  the  logical  result.  Any 
insurance  company  conforming  to  the  con- 
ditions imposed  by  this  bill  would  be  compelled 
to  advance  its  rates  to  a  degree  that  would 
prove  burdensome  to  business  men. 

THE   DEPOSIT   LAW. 

That  section  of  the  bill  requiring  comjjanies 
to  invest  25  per  cent,  of  their  net  receipts 
within   the   state  is  against  public  policy  in 


that  the  indemnity  furni.shed  would  decrease 
in  value  if  each  state  compelled  companies  to 
invest  their  surplusage  that  should  be  re- 
served to  pay  losses  in  those  states  where  the 
expenditures  exceed  the  receipts.  It  is  a 
question  whether  the  courts  would  sustain 
any  law  that  assumes  to  control  the  invest- 
ment of  the  net  receipts  of  any  company  that 
has  paid  a  tax  or  license  for  the  privilege  of 
doing  business  within  the  state.  It  is  clearly 
an  issue  involving  the  constitutional  right  of 
a  company  to  exercise  its  discretion  in  the  in- 
vestment of  its  surplus  in  secui-ities  that  will 
enable  it  to  carry  out  its  contract  with  policy- 
holders and  pay  death  losses  promptly.  To 
arbitrarily  compel  companies  to  invest  a 
fourth  of  their  earnings  in  such  securities 
within  the  state  as  may  be  available  is  to 
cripple  the  companies  financially  and  destroy 
their  ability  to  pay  losses.  The  principle  of 
mutuality  runs  through  life  insurance,  and 
every  policyholder  suffers  when  the  credit  of 
his  company  becomes  impaired.  The  standing 
of  a  company  depends  upon  its  ability  to  real- 
ize promptly  upon  its  investments  when 
necessary,  and  to  this  end  the  prerogative  of 
the  company  to  select  the  most  available  se- 
curities cannot  be  questioned.  It  is  not  a 
question  of  the  value  of  Montana  investments, 
but  the  contravention  of  business  principles 
in  compelling  any  company  to  inv-est  its  earn- 
ings in  securities  that  may  not  be  readily  con- 
vertible into  cash,  thus  inflicting  an  iujury- 
upon  the  policyholders  wherever  they  may  re- 
side. 

LIFE    IXSrU.iXCE    W.VKR.WTIES. 

An  exceedingly  objectionable  feature  of  the 
bill  is  that  which  makes  the  statements  of 
the  assured  representations  rather  than  war- 
ranties. Applied  to  other  business  interests 
the  injustice  would  be  appai-ent.  Life  insur- 
ance companies  must  necessarily  depend 
largely  upon  the  statements  of  the  assured, 
respecting  his  antecedents,  when  a  policy  is 
issued.  Under  the  provisions  of  house  bill 
No.  127  these  statements  would  not  vitiate  a 
policy  once  issued,  no  matter  how  false  and 
misleading  they  might  have  been.  Undesir- 
able risks,  as  deficient  in  conscience  as  in 
longevity,  would  be  multiplied  upon  the  books 
of  life  insurance  companies.  These  in  turn 
would  increase  the  volume  of  losses,  eliminate 
the  surplusage  and  destroy  the  ci'edit  of  com- 
panies doing  business  in  that  way.  It  would 
be  a  discrimination  in  favor  of  new  insurants 
and  against  old  insurants.  No  company  could 
with  safety  subscribe  to  such  business 
methods. 
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The  National  Surety's  License. 

Attorney-General  Fitzgerald  has  reeom- 
meuded  Insurance  Commissioner  Higgins  to 
cancel  the  license  of  the  National  Surety 
Company  of  Kansas  City,  on  the  ground  that 
the  company's  special  deposits  in  Missouri 
and  Ohio,  for  the  special  protection  of 
policyholders  In  those  states,  leave  the  com- 
pany with  only  fco,ooo  unimpaired  capital. 
Mr.  Higgins  notified  the  company  of  his  in- 
tention to  cancel  its  certificate  of  authority  to 
do  business  in  California.  The  Kansas  City 
company  immediately  obtained  from  Judge 
Murphy  a  restraining  order  temijorarily  en- 
joining the  commissioner  from  such  action. 

The  Missouri  law  is  a  peculiar  one.  Section 
2,848  a  Mo.  Stat,  requires  every  Missouri  in- 
surance company  to  deposit  with  the  insur- 
ance department  $200,000.  Said  fund  is 
primarily  liable  for  the  obligations  of  the 
company  on  bonds  required  to  be  given  by 
the  laws  of  Missouri,  and  is  not  liable  for  any- 
other  debt  or  obligation  of  the  company  until 
"all  trust  liabilities  as  aforesaid"  (Missouri 
liabilities)  have  been  discharged. 

The  attorney  general  decided  that  the  re- 
taliatoi'y  law  of  this  state  does  not  apply  to 
this  case,  but  he  is  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
the  special  deposits  for  the  special  protection 
of  the  policyholders  of  certain  states  must  be 
taken  into  consideration  in  an  inquiry  as  to 
solvency  under  the  requirements  of  this  state. 
He  declares  that  the  company  has  no  right  to 
do  business  in  California.  The  National 
Surety  Company,  he  says,  has  in  reality  an 
unimpaired  capital  stock  of  $20,000  only,  so  far 
as  California  is  concerned,  since  only  $20,000 
of  its  capital  stock  is  available  to  Califoi-nia 
claimants.  Our  law  requires  of  surety  com- 
panies $100,000  capital. 


The  SXna.  Insurance  Company. 
Largest  cash  capital  and  largest  amount  of 
assets  of  the  American  fire  insurance  compan- 
ies; also  the  largest  net  surjilus  and  lai'gest 
policyholders"  surplus.  The  iEtna  Ins.  Co.  of 
Hartford  has  this  proud  distinction.  Neither 
does  any  foreign  company's  American  branch 
equal  the  ^tna  in  these  respects.  The  Hart- 
ford company  stands  at  the  head  of  all.  The 
jEtna  has  $4,000,000  capital,  nearly  eleven 
millions  assets,  $3,200,000  net  surplus,  $7,200,- 
000  policyholders'  surplus,  and  an  annual  in- 
come of  nearly  four  and  a  half  millions.  Last 
year  the  J&\,n&  added  a  quarter  of  a  million  to 
its  net  surplus  and  nearly  a  hundred  thousand 
to  its  assets.  Losses  and  expenses  were 
$412,000  less  than  premiums,  and  $900,000  less 


than  income.  Geo.  C.  Boardman  is  the  general 
agent  of  the  J&tn&  for  the  Pacific  Coast.  The 
business  under  Mr.  Boardman' s  conservative 
management  has  always  been  profitable. 
The  average  annual  income  in  this  field  is 
$300,000,  with  a  loss  ratio  far  below  the  gen- 
eral average. 


Acknowledgements. 

The  Insurance  Register,  a  new  insurance 
monthly,  published  in  Philadelphia,  by  Henry 
Worthington  Smith,  late  editor  U.  S.  Review. 
The  new  paper  looks  well.  The  editor  is  a 
life  insurance  authority — actuary  and  writer. 

Proceedings  19th  annual  meeting  "Mutual 
Life  and  Accident  Underwriters,"  Boston: 
Wm.  F.  Barnard,  sec'y. 

Proceedings  of  twentj'-flf  th  annual  meeting 
of  Fire  Underwriters  Association  of  the 
Northwest;  E.  V.  Munn,  sec'y.  Contains 
fine  portraits  of  the  late  Anthony  Sweeney 
(of  Denver)  and  other  deceased  members. 


The  Manchester  Fire  Assurance  Company. 
Since  the  time  when  Mr.  J.  B.  Moffat  was 
appointed  to  the  management  of  the  Manches- 
ter Fire  office,  the  business  of  the  company  has 
increased  with  a  rapidity  to  which,  estimating 
it  proportionally,  it  would  be  difficult  to  pro- 
duce a  parallel  in  the  same  department  of  in- 
surance. According  to  the  report  of  the  direc- 
tors for  1894,  the  increase  Jast  year  was  con- 
siderably smaller  than  in  any  of  the  three 
years  immediately  pi'eceding,  because,  in  the 
1894  accounts,  the  full  premiums  ijfora  the  Al- 
bion transfer  are  included  for  the  first  time, 
and  the  combined  Manchester  and  Albion 
premium  for  1893  were  about  i'720,000,  against 
£757,478,  as  shown  in  the  present  report  of  the 
Manchester  —  increase  about  f 37,000.  —  The 
Fortnight.  

The  New  York  annual  report,  James  F. 
Pierce,  superintendent,  was  the  first  to  ap- 
pear this  year.  Twenty-eight  companies  dis- 
bursed more  than  they  received  last  year. 
The  average  assets  ai-e  $1.30  per  $100  insur- 
ance. The  average  premium  was  $1.10;  aver- 
age expense  ratio,  33.3;  average  expenditures 
to  gross  receipts  were  $30.99.  Surplus  ad- 
vanced from  $33,172,638  to  $40,192,460.  Ma- 
rine companies,  14,  of  which  2  are  American. 
The  marine  business  fell  off. 


To  INSURE'  at  adequate  rates,  the  in.surance 
companies  must  have  boards  or  compacts  to 
make  and  maintain  such  adequate  rates. — 
Coast  Review  Chart. 
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Large  Mortality  on  Large  Policies. 
In  a  recent  paper  W.  H.  Aldcroft,  a  British 
actuary,  discussed  this  phase  of  life  insurance 
experience.  America  is  credited  with  the  dis- 
covery of  the  anomaly,  that  a  heavier  rate  of 
mortality  prevails  among  those  lives  insured 
for  the  larger  amounts.  In  section  lo  of  the 
first  division  of  the  mortality  experience  of 
thirty  American  oflSces  a  table  is  given  in  re- 
spect of  seven  offices,  showing  a  lighter  mor- 
tality prevailing  among  that  section  of  the 
lives  who  are  insured  for  sums  under  ^4,000 
than  among  the  section  whose  policies  are 
from  $4,000  to  $10,000.  The  experience  of  the 
Australian  Mutual  Provident  Society,  cover- 
ing forty  years,  is  of  the  same  tenor.  The 
most  favorable  mortality  has  been  in  the  class 
of  the  smaller  amounts  of  insurance,  while 
the  large  policies  exhibit  the  heaviest  rate  of 
mortality.  On  the  contrary,  the  Gotha  Life 
of  Germany  and  the  Scottish  Widows  of  Great 
Britain  have  a  mortality  experience  "in  favor 
of  the  larger  policies"  in  perfect  harmony  with 
a  moral  consideration  of  the  subject.  It  does 
not  seem  to  have  occurred  to  the  British  act- 
uary that  the  higher-i-ate  of  mortality  among 
small  insurants  in  Europe,  as  compared  with 
the  American  and  Australasian  experience,  is 
the  result  of  inferior  nourishment,  and  that 
the  "moral  consideration"  may  have  very 
little  to  do  with  the  higher  death  rate  among 
British  and  German  small  insurers.  The 
poorer  (the  smaller)  insurers  of  America 
and  Australia  are  the  best  fed  and  best 
clothed  of  their  class  in  the  world,  and  the 
death  i-ate  is  thei'efore  lighter  than  those 
countries  where  meat  is  not  a  dailv  dish. 


panies  will  also  contribute  a  small  sum,  and 
all  the  companies  will  pay  an  additional  small 
sum  from  profits  on  investments. 


The  Chicago  Inter-Ocsau  prints  a  table  of 
the  assets  of  companies  and  the  amount  at 
risk  in  the  "conge.sted"  or  "conflagration" 
business  district  in  Chicago — the  same  burned 
over  in  '71 — as  compiled  bj'  Departmenter 
Durfee,  under  a  new  Illinois  law.  The  fig- 
ures are  surprising.  No  fewer  than  53  com- 
panies have  nearly  all  or  more  than  their  as. 
sets  at  risk,  in  this  nai'row  area — first-class 
companies,  a  number  of  them,  too.  It  is  not 
fair,  though,  to  make  comparison  with  the 
Chicago  of  "71.  Nothing  like  such  a  hazard 
now  exists  in  any  large  city  in  America. 


The  average  fire  underwriting  profits  on 
United  States  business  is  §3,000,000.  Under 
the  income  tax  law,  S6o,ooo  of  this  must  be 
paid  into  the  federal  treasury.  Well,  that 
sum  won't  help  much  to  overcome  the  reported 
deficit.     The  marine  and   miscellaneous  com- 


Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  Ins.  Co. 
The  United  States  branch  of  this  great 
Livei'pool  fire  office  increa.sed  its  premium  in- 
come $112,000  last  year  and  added  to  its  sur- 
plus funds.  The  loss  ratio  was  less  than  the 
general  average  for  last  year.  The  Liverpool 
&  London  &  Globe  has  $8,500,000  in  the  United 
States,  and  over  -?3,ooo,ooo  of  that  is  surplus. 
The  premium  income  last  year  was  $5,802,989, 
the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  company,  and 
the  largest  fire  premium  income  in  the  United 
States.  The  Pacific  Coast  department,  in 
charge  of  Charles  D.  Haven  as  resident  secre- 
tary, was  established  in  1852.  The  Pacific 
Coast  and  Rocky  Mountain  ten-itory  yields  a 
half  million  dollars  annual  pi-emiums  for  this 
company. 

Death  of  President  Wright  of  the  Spi-ingfield. 
Andrew  J.  Wright,  president  of  the  Spring- 
field, Fire  &  Marine  Insurance  Company,  died 
at  his  home  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  last  month. 
Mr.  Wright  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and 
was  nearly  53  years  old.  He  entered  the  serv- 
ice of  the  Springfield  over  thirty  years  ago 
as  bookkeeper.  In  1880  he  was  elected  vice- 
president.  Four  years  ago  he  was  elected 
president,  succeeding  the  late  Mr.  Dunham. 
In  May,  1893.  Mr.  Wright  visited  San  Fran- 
cisco and  established  a  Pacific  Coast  depart- 
ment for  the  Springfield,  and  appointed  A.  G. 
Dugan  general  agent.  Mr.  Wright  was  a 
successful  business  man,  and  took  an  active 
interest  in  politics.  During  the  Civil  War  he 
was  a  member  of  the  46th  Massachusetts 
regiment. 


MrxiciPAL  Insurance. — An  experiment  of 
this  kind  seems  likely  in  Toronto,  Can.  A  bill 
is  before  the  legislature  of  Ontario  pi'oviding 
for  compulsory  insurance  of  buildings  to  the 
extent  of  two-thirds  of  assessed  value.  The 
constitutional  law  of  the  Dominion  must  be 
different  from  that  of  America,  since  insur- 
ance in  a  given  corporation  can  be  made  com- 
pulsory. If  a  similar  bill  were  being  pushed 
in  an  American  legislature  the  English  press 
would  make  exceeding  mei-ry  over  this  socia- 
listic, unrighteous,  private  rights  invading 
measure.  But  it  is  a  Canadian  measure,  and 
our  English  cousins  merely  look  a  little  more 
solemn  than  usual. 


To  p.\T  losses  in  full  the  insurance  companies 
must   write  insurance  at  adequate    i-ates. 
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The  /Etna  Life  Insurance  Company. 

Increased    Premiums,   inoreaskd    Assets,   In- 
creased Surplus. 

The  iEtna  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Hart- 
ford holds  a  prominent  place  among  the  jrreat 
life  insurance  companies  of  the  world.  It  has 
over  $42,000,000  assets  and  nearly  $7,000,000 
surplus  to  policyholders.  Lately  the  yEtna 
Life  eng'aged  in  accident  insurance,  establish- 
ing a  separate  department.  It  is  needless  for 
us  to  add  that  the  new  department  is  proving 
a  great  success. 

The  forty-fifth  annual  statement  is  sum- 
marized elsewhere  on  a  colored  page.  A  fuller 
statement  gives  the  following  figures :  As- 
sets, $42,0,52,166,  a  gain  of  $1,785,213  during 
the  j'ear;  surplus,  $6,552,103,  a  gain  of  $226,- 
000;  premiums,  $4,984,304,  a  gain  of  nearly 
$300,000;  paid  policyholders,  $4,170,140,  includ- 
ing $806,859  dividends  and  $488,858  paid  for 
suwendered  policies.  The  real  estate  held  by 
this  company  is  nominal  in  amount,  and  the 
market  value  of  securities  over  cost  is  $653,- 
992.  The  life  insurance  in  force  is  $135,907,- 
796.  The  accident  insurance  in  force  is  $29,- 
772,550.  Gains  were  made  in  insurance  in 
force  in  both  departments. 

Since  oi'ganization  the  yEtna  Life  has  paid 
policyholders  nearl,y  one  hundred  million  dol- 
lars— a  noble  record  for  forty-five  years  !  The 
friend  of  life  insurance  as  well  as  the  friend 
of  the  company  can  dwell  on  this  record. 

The  California  and  Nevada  headquarters  of 
the  company  are  in  San  Francisco.  H.  B. 
Houghton  is  the  new  manager  of  this  depart- 
ment, and  he  has  already  increased  the 
amount  of  new  business  written.  John  H. 
Stevens  is  in  charge  of  the  city  or  metropoli- 
tan accident  department. 

Pocket  Veto  of  the  Mutual  Bills. 
The  two  mutual  bills  in  the  legislature  at 
Sacramento,  authorizing  the  organization  of 
irresponsible  mutual  fire  insurance  companies, 
vi'ere  left  unsigned  by  Gov.  Budd.  We  con- 
gratulate the  people  of  California  and  applaud 
the  governor.  The  law  as  it  now  stands  al- 
lows flre  mutuals  to  operate  in  California 
under  reasonable  restrictions,  and  there  ai'e 
a  number  of  mutuals  in  the  East  which  can 
comply  with  the  law.  There  was  no  need  for 
the  proposed  legislation,  nor  has  there  ever 
been  any  real  demand  for  mutual  fire  insur- 
ance in  this  state.  In  the  rural  districts 
where  the  projected  mutuals  were  to  operate 
the  stock  companies  vi-rite  freely,  though  the 
average  loss  i-atio  is  62  per  cent.  Country 
business  is  therefore  unprofitable  in  Califor- 


nia as  a  whole,  and  the  mutuals  writing  the 
same  business,  even  though  at  a  less  expense 
ratio,  would  soon  fail  and  leave  a  legacy  of 
unpaid  claims  and  assessments  enforced  by 
the  courts.  The  farmers  and  town  folk  of 
California  have  had  a  narrow  escape  from  a 
repetition  of  the  old  California  Farmers'  ex- 
perience, and  they  must  thank  Gov.  Budd, 
nut  their  representatives,  for  this  escape. 


Fire  Association  of  Piuladelphia. 
Very  few  companies  made  so  good  a  showing 
in  the  annual  statement  as  this  company  on 
January  i.  Large  gains  were  made  in  assets,- 
in  reinsurance  reserve,  in  net  surplus,  in 
premiums,  and  in  income.  Not  many  fire 
offices  can  claim  the  same.  The  Fire  Associa- 
tion has  $5,191,000  assets,  a  gain  of  nearly 
$222,000;  reinsurance  reserve,  $3,611,761,  a 
gain  of  nearly  $100,000;  net  surplus,  $626,072, 
a  gain  of  over  $214,000;  making  the  policy- 
holders' surplus  $1,126,072;  premiums,  $2,254,- 
503,  a  gain  of  $136,400.  The  Fii-e  Association 
is  one  of  the  strongest  and  oldest  fire  in.sur- 
ance  companies  in  the  counti-y.  It  was  organ- 
ized in  1817,  and  takes  a  high  rank  among  the 
leaders  in  assets,  surplus,  and  business. 
John  D.  Bradford  is  manager  of  the  Pacific 
Coast  department. 


Fully  Entitled  to  His  Reward. — Every 
one  connected  with  the  Provident  Savings 
Life  Assurance  Society  has  reason  to  be  proud 
of  its  twentieth  annual  statement,  presented 
on  another  page.  To  its  founder^nd  presi- 
dent, congratulations  should  be  especially  ex- 
tended. In  its  early  years,  while  encounter- 
ing obstacles  which  seemed  almost  insur- 
mountable to  many  impartial  and  capable 
critics,  Mr.  Sheppard  Homans  never  wavered 
in  his  purpose,  nor  lost  confidence  in  the  ulti- 
mate fulfillment  of  his  intention  to  make  the 
Provident  Savings  a  populai'  and  a  prosperous 
and  a  permanent  life  insurance  compan.y.  His 
reward  has  come,  and  he  is  entitled  to  the  full 
and  complete  enjoyment  of  it.^The  Vigilant. 

We  infer,  from  the  frontispiece  of  the  In- 
surance News  of  Philadelphia,  that  life  or 
accident  insurance  is  not  advocated  by  the 
News.  Why  not  a  picture  of  an  accident  or  a 
death,  with  weeping  relatives,  and  priestly 
presence  or  undertaker's  paraphernalia,  as 
well  as  a  flre  engine  and  a  wreck  at  sea '. 

The  Mutual  Fire  of  Chicago  failed  several 
years  ago,  but  the  receiver  is  still  suing  pol- 
ic.vholders  for  unpaid  assessments.  Property- 
holders  in  California  should  take  warning. 
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Life  and  Casualty  Paragraphs. 
The  ^tna  Life  issues  a  combination  acci- 
dent policy,  for  $10,000,  with  $50  weekly  in- 
demnity. 

Accident  insurance  in  force  in  the  Fidelity 
&  Casualty  rose  from  $128,232,170  to  $161,206,- 
268  last  year. 

The  American  Surety's  business  is  about 
equally  divided  between  fidelity  and  court, 
with  the  former  ahead. 

The  Penn.  Mutual  at  last  reports  or  ac- 
knowledges a  resisted  claim.  How  many  are 
resisted  eleven  mouths  and  compromised  in 
December  I 

The  A.  O.  U.  W.  of  Canada  talks  of  seced- 
ing from  the  American  order.  In  Iowa  the 
two  branches  are  still  having  a  kilkeuny  kat 
kontroversy. 

To  go  to  a  physician  for  advice,  according  to 
a  recent  life  decision,  is  equivalent  to  having 
a  physician  attend  you,  and  the  applicant 
must  so  state  in  his  application. 

The  New  York  Life  leads  in  new  premiums, 
in  actually  new  insurance  written,  in  number 
of  policies  and  amount,  in  annuity  payment,  in 
stocks  and  bonds  and  interest  thei'eon. 

The  Equitable  Life  ranks  first  in  insurance 
in  force,  in  new  business  including  revivals, 
in  renewal  premiums,  taxes,  advertising,  rent 
receipts,  dividends,  surplus,  real  estate,  and 
cash  in  bank. 

The  Mutual  Life  is  at  the  head  of  all  iu 
assets,  premium  income,  interest  receipts, 
death  claims,  matured  endowments,  surrender 
values,  payments  to  policyholders,  total  dis- 
bursements, and  total  issues  of  policies. 

The  United  States  Mutual  Accident  Asso- 
ciation has  brought  suit  against  H.  W.  Power 
and  M.  C.  Lang  of  Cleveland,  ex-agents  of  the 
company,  for  retaining  the  record  of  the  names 
and  addresses  of  their  policyholders  and  using 
the  same  to  the  detriment  of  the  United 
States  Mutual  Accident. 

If  you  are  a  "true  sportsman"  in  life  insur- 
ance, and  not  a  mei-e  pot-hunter,  iu  these 
Coast  happy  hunting  grounds,  you  can  not  get 
along  without  the  Coast  Review.  Begin  your 
subscription  with  the  March  number,  so  as  to 
get  that  compilation  of  bursted  assessment 
companies  on  the  Coast.  It  will  not  be  print- 
ed soon  again.  Elsewhere,  on  the  same  page, 
we  print  a  list  of  the  bursted  American  old- 
line  life  companies.  Another  good  canvassing 
leaf  will  be  pi'inted  later  on. 


The  Board  of  Trade  ofticials  (of  London, 
Eng. )  have  done  a  real  service  to  the  com- 
munity in  extracting  from  the  principal  ofticial 
of  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  in  this  country 
the  statement  that  up  to  age  60  the  actual 
premium  may  be  made  an  increasing  one  "but 
if  the  necessity  should  arise  to  increase  the 
premiums,  those  members  above  60  would  be 
proportionately  increased  according  to  the 
rates  of  premium  founded  upon  the  American 
experience  table  of  mortality."  —  English 
Paper. 

The  National  Life  Association  of  somewhere 
(Hartfoi'd  0  I'esisted  a  claim  because  the  jn-oofs 
showed  that  the  insured  was  born  January  31, 
1841,  while  the  application  for  "insurance" 
stated  that  he  was  born  January  31,  1842. 
Dreadful  and  intensely  material  discrepancy. 
There  is  no  hint  that  the  association  was  will- 
ing to  pay  the  insurance,  less  the  additional 
assessments  for  additional  year,  nor  an  intima- 
tion that  the  widow  did  not  err  in  the  proofs. 
32  N.  Y.  Supp.  513.  The  National  Life  Asso- 
"ciation  of  Hartford  should  explain. 

Two  of  the  giants  ai-e  at  it,  tooth  and  toe- 
nail— or  at  least  their  Eastern  representa- 
tives are.  Circulars  are  flying,  and  the  fig- 
ures of  the  combatants  are  very  much  mixed. 
This  ungeutlemanly  sort  of  thing  is  said  to 
stimulate  business  by  arousing  the  agents  to 
special  activity.  The  home  office  people,  ac- 
cording to  this  theory,  are  supposed  to  look  on 
and  enjoy  the  spectacle,  and  cry  "sic  'em." 
The  agents  think  their  principals  are  at 
swords-points,  whereas  they  mutually  enjoy 
the  spectacle  and  encourage  the  combatants 
in  the  field. 

The  rapidity  with  which  business  goes  off 
the  books  of  tlie  life  insurance  companies  (says 
the  U.  S.  Review)  would  be  startling  if  it  did 
not  go  on  the  books  with  equal  or  greater 
speed.  Many  causes  combine  to  induce  or 
promote  lapse.  The  most  prolific  of  these  is 
the  absence  of  any  financial  interest  on  the 
art  of  the  agent  in  maintaining  the  business 
in  force.  This  is  not  to  say  that  he  has  not  a 
contract  conceding  a  renewal  commission,  for 
in  nearly  all  cases  he  has,  but  it  is  to  say  that 
in  hundreds  of  instances  agents  are  so  goaded 
on  to  the  procurement  of  new  business  at  any 
cost  that  they  fall  into  arrears  with  their 
companies,  and  their  renewals  are  hypothe- 
cated to  cover  the  debt.  The  debt  is  often 
greater  than  the  probable  future  value  of 
such  renewal  interest.  When  this  is  the  case 
little  or  no  attention  is  paid  to  renewals.  It 
ought  to  be  made   the  undoubted  financial  iu 
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terest  of  an  afront  to  keep  his  old  business  in 
force,  and  to  do  this  involves  a  thoi'oug'h  I'e- 
formation  of  present  practices. 


Cleveland  or  Cincinnati.  The  averafje  profit 
in  the  five  cities  was  eight-tenths  of  one  per 
cent. 


Line  IiKMs. — The  Mutual  Benefit  pays  an- 
nual dividends.— The  Phoenix  Mutual  of  Hart- 
ford, a  company  which  does  no  new  business  in 
this  field,  reports  gains  in  all  its  departments. 
— Every  policy  of  New  England  Mutual  Life 
has  endorsed  thereon  its  cash  sui-render  and 
Ijaid-up  values.  Annual  cash  distributions  are 
paid  on  all  policies. — The  United  States  Life 
gives  ten  days'  grace  on  premiums. — The 
Penn.  Mutual  acknowledges  that  it  has  re- 
sisted claims. — W.  W.  Haskell  has  been  ap- 
pointed general  agent  of  the  United  States 
Life  for  Georgia.  This  is  not  our  W.  W. — The 
Connecticut  Mutual  paid  increased  dividends 
last  year. — The  Provident  Savings  now  issues 
a  very  popular  whole-life  policy. — The  Man- 
hattan Life  has  paid  over  ?!!35,ooo,ooo  to  policy- 
holders.— The  Equitable  Life  advertises  that 
it  is  desii'ous  of  adding  to  its  force  of  general 
agents.  "Mention  the  Coast  Review." — The* 
Union  Mutual  of  Portland,  Me.,  wrote  ^5615,070 
of  new  insurance  in  February,  which  was  con- 
siderably in  advance  of  that  written  in  the 
same  month  last  year.  The  record  for  Jan- 
uary and  Pebruary  together  is  already  ■'f62,ooo 
ahead  of  the  same  tvi'o  months  last  year. 


■  Accident  Items.— Four-fifths  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Union  Casualty  and  Surety  Co.  is 
accident. — H.  W.  Stevens  is  the  name  of  the 
receiver  of  the  American  Employers  Liability 
of  Newark,  N.  J. — The  Travelers  issues  a  new 
combination  policy. — The  manager  of  the  Globe 
Accident  of  Great  Britain  is  authority  for  the 
statement  that  during  the  thirteen  years  end- 
ing with  1893,  the  loss  ratio  of  the  accident 
cdmpanies  in  that  country  has  increased  from 
48  to  54  per  cent.  The  combined  ratio  of  all 
the  companies  in  this  country  in  1893  was  less 
than  44  per  cent.,  and  not  materially  different 
than  the  average  for  ten  years  past.  The 
Pacific  Mutual  now  issues  a  combination 
accident .  policy  for  $15,000  death  insurance, 
proportional  amounts  for  loss  of  limb  or  sight, 
and  %-;^  weekly  indemnity. — Three  combina- 
tion policies  were  held  by  victims  of  the 
Elbe  disaster. 


A  Chicago  paper  gives  these  Westei-n  city 
fire,  insurance  figures  for  1894:  Chicago, 
*5,88o,405  premiums,  80.2  loss  ratio;  Cincinnati, 
$1,194,000,  44.3;  Cleveland,  $1,193,940,  33.9; 
Louisville,  $1,030,525,  57.8;  St.  Louis,  $2,230.- 
000,  50.1.     Still,  they  are  not  cuttiag  rates  in 


Death  of  J.  B.  F.  Davis. 

The  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  J.  B.  F. 
Davis  &  Son,  San  Francisco,  died  at  his  home 
in  Marin  county  on  April  3,  in  his  69th  year. 
Mr.  Davis  was  a  pioneer.  He  came  to  Cali- 
fornia from  Massachusetts,  his  native  state, 
in  1849.  During  the  Vigilance  Committee 
times  he  was  an  active  supporter  of  law  and 
order.  For  many  years  he  was  prominent  in 
national  and  state  politics.  In  1868  Mr.  Davis 
engaged  in  the  insurance  business.  For  a- 
time  he  was  associated  with  the  Pacific  In- 
surance Coinpanv,  and  afterward,  for  thirteen 
years,  with  the  Home  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany. Mr.  Davis  was  a  very  popular  man, 
and  his  death  is  regretted  by  a  large  circle  of 
warm  friends. 

For  some  time  past,  however,  the  deceased 
had  little  to  do  with  the  business  of  the  firm. 
The  general  agency  and  brokerage  business 
has  long  been  in  charge  of  the  junior  member 
of  the  firm,  W.  S.  Davis.  The  general  busi- 
ness and  the  local  agency  of  the  Standard 
Marine  and  the  Union  of  Canton  will  be  con- 
ducted as  heretofore  under  the  firm  name,  J. 
B.  F.  Davis  &  Son,  by  W.  S.  Davis,  the  son  of 
the  deceased. 

Atlas  Assurance  Company. 
The  annual  meeting  of  this'  London  oflBce 
was  held  recently.  The  balance  sheet  gave 
the'assets  as  $10,364,810,  of  which  $750,000  is 
paid-up  capital.  The  fire  premium  ^Bcome  was 
in  excess  of  $i,8oo_,ooo  while  the  losses  were 
considerably  less  than  a  million.  The  fire 
premiums  increased  $75,000,  and  the  loss  ratio 
was  only  54  per  cent,  against  68  per  cent,  in 
1893.  The  American  brancVi,  which  has  its 
headquarters  iu  Chicago,  with  J.  M.  Neu- 
burger  as  manager,  has  $855,107  assets,  a  gain 
of  nearly  $100,000;  $366,472  surplus,  a  large 
gain;  $586,501  premiums,  a  gain  of  $109,000. 
The  loss  ratio  was  a  moderate  one.  The  Atlas 
establi.shed  a  Pacific  Coast  branch  long  before 
it  opened  up  in  the  East.  Frank  J.  Devlin  is 
the  Coast  manager.  The  Atlas  does  a  large 
and  paying  business  in  this  field.  Last  year's 
loss  ratio  was  only  33  per  cent. 


The  editor  of  Fairplay,  an  English  marine 
paper,  was  last  week  fined  .$250  for  saying 
that  an  American  sehoonei',  insured  in  Eng- 
land, and  burned  in  an  Engli-sh  port,  was 
destroyed  for  insurance  money.  The  owner, 
who  had  been  offered  insurance  in  Amei'ica', 
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sued  f(ir  libel.  The  British  jurors  did  not  be- 
lieve ill  one  sort  of  Fairplay  and  did  believe  iu 
another. 

The  Travelers  Insurance  Company. 

Increased  Assets  and  Business. 

Large  gains  in  assets,  surplus  and  insurance 
were  made  by  this  great  Hartford  life  and 
accident  insurance  company,  last  year.  The 
assets  were  increased  §1,150,000,  and  $266,000 
was  added  to  the  surplus,  and  the  insurance 
in  force  in  the  life  department  gained  nearly 
$5,000,000. 

The  thirty-first  annual  statement  of  the 
Travelers,  printed  on  a  colored  page  this 
month,  presents  the  interesting  details  of  the 
company's  condition  and  business.  There  are 
$17,669,667  assets,  $1,000,000  capital,  $15,190,267 
liabilities,  -$2,472,535  surplus,  $2,577,640  prem- 
iums, and  $2,122,236  payments  to  policyholders. 
Statistics  to  date  are  as  follows : 

Life  Department- 
Number  life  policies  written  to  date  .   .        81,300 

Life  insurance  in  force $84,364,530 

Gain  during  iSgt     4.368,663 

New  life  insurance  written  in  1894  .   .   .    16,619,824 

Paid  life  policyholders  to  date 9.684,386 

"       "  "  in  1894 1,044,926 

Accident   Department,    excluding    liability    busi- 
ness- 
Number  accident  policies  written  to  date  2.097,419 
•'  "  "  "        in  1894       89,716 

"  claims  paid  in  1894  .  .  11,717 
Whole  number  accident  claims  paid  .  .  265.660 
Amount  accident  claims  paid  in  1894  .  .  $836,285 
Whole  amt.  accident  claims  paid    .   .   .  $16,576,246 

Total  losses  paid  since  1864 $26,896,351 

The  general   agent   for   the   Pacific   Coast, 

where  the  Travelers  does  a  large  business,  is 

W.  W.   Haskell.     The  city  agent  is  Jno.   E. 

Finnegan. 

A  Graves  Sentence. 

Charles  M.  Graves  of  Spokane,  Wash., 
reijresented  the  Gerraania  Fire  of  New  York 
and  the  United  Firemen's  of  Philadelphia — 
Cesar  Bertheau's  companies.  Special  Agent 
Thornton  found  Graves  to  be  a  "lame  duck." 
The  Spokane  man  refused  to  pay  the  prem- 
iums collected  by  him.  Mr.  Thornton  visited 
each  policyholder,  and  after  tracing  the  money 
to  Graves's  hands,  a  warrant  for  his  arrest 
was  sworn  out,  on  a  charge  of  embezzlement. 

At  the  preliminai-y  hearing  the  accused  was 
bound  over  to  the  superior  court.  Giving 
bonds,  he  was  again  arrested  on  a  charge  of 
embezzling  the  United  Firemen's  money. 
The  trial  of  the  first  case  lasted  five  days. 
The    defense   endeavored   to    show    that   the 


premiums  were  ''traded  out,"  and  that  if  any 
cash  came  into  his  hands  it  had  been  stolen 
from  his  house  by  a  burglar.  The  jury  re- 
turned a  verdict  of  "  guilty  as  charged."  The 
second  case  still  hangs  over  Graves's  head.  It 
is  announced  that  the  interested  companies 
will  begin  action  to  recover  the  amount  of 
the  premiums  "traded  out,"  against  the  pol- 
icyholders who  dickered  merchandise  for  in- 
surance. 

The  foregoing  and  the  Portland  case,  nar- 
rated elsewhei'e,  should  serve  as  a  whole.some 
warning  to  careless  and  dishonest  local  agents. 


The  London  &  Lancashire. 
The  United  States  branch  figures  of  this 
very  successful  Liverpool  company  are  in  ad- 
vance of  the  previous  year's  figures.  Last 
year's  business  was  very  profitable.  A  large 
sum  was  added  to  the  American  assets,  and  the 
surplus  was  increased  over  $172,000.  The  loss 
ratio  was  only  55  per  cent.,  which  leaves  a 
fine  margin  on  the  year's  American  Ijusiness. 
The  London  &  Lancashire  has  $2,700,869  in- 
vested in  this  country,  and  the  surplus  over 
liabilities  is  the  handsome  sum  of  $850,620. 
The  annual  premium  income  of  the  company 
in  this  country  averages  $200,000.  On  the 
Pacific  Coast,  under  the  management  of  Wm. 
Macdonald,  the  London  &  Lancashire  ranks 
third  in  Coast  premiums,  and  has  had  a  uni- 
formly low  loss  ratio. 


Death  of  Akthuk  F.  Wii-i.mauth. — This 
well  known  underwriter,  formerly  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Home  Ins.  Co.  of  New  York,  died 
iu  Washington,  D.  C,  April  i,  in  his  76th 
year.  Many  years  ago  the  deceased  suffered 
seriously  from  overwork,  from  the  effects  of 
which  he  never  fully  recovered.  Mr.  Will- 
marth  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  ablest  of 
American  fire  underwriters,  and  was  an  au- 
thority on  special  hazards.  From  the  time  he 
was  compelled  to  give  up  work  until  the  day 
of  his  death  he  was  on  the  pay  roll  of  the 
Home,  in  recognition  of  his  past  valuable 
services.  

New  Arizona  Law. 
Hereafter  every  insurance  company  doing 
business  in  Arizona  must  give  a  bond  in  the 
sum  of  $15,000,  with  two  or  more  sureties, 
"for  the  security  of  policyholders  residing  in 
the  territory."  O  sapient  solons!  Fifteen 
thousand  dollars!  Aggrieved  persons  and 
corporations  may  bring  suit  on  such  bond. 
Soliciting  insurance  for  any  company  not  com- 
plying with  this  law  is  punishable  by  a  tine 
ranging  from  $50  to  $250,  or  by  imprisonment. 
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March  Fires. 

Oregon. 

14.  Benton  CO..  frdwg: 

Liver' 1  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  .$300 
4.    Clatsop  CO.,  frdwg  anil  barn: 

American,  Pa $500 

21).    Elgin,  dwg  and  content.s  : 

Home  Mutual JgSg 

I.  Grangeville,  mdse: 
Helvetia $1,217 

31.    Huntingdon,   Baker    co.,    fr 

dwg.  hhld  furni,  barn,  etc.: 

Caledonian $1,500 

19.    Irving,  dwg  and  conts: 
Fireman's  Fund $700 

3.    Kamela,  fr  bldg : 
Springfield $372 

II.  Linn  co.,  fr  dwg  and  barn : 
Scottish  Union  &  N.     ...  $300 

I.     Multnomah  co.,  dwg  and  con- 
tents: 
Home  Mutual $950 

I.    Portland,  cannery    and   cold 
storage: 

Fireman's  Fund $113 

Home  Mutual §60 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .   3,000 
Scottish  Union  &  N.  .   .   .      573 

Royal     228 

London 1.1^6 

Manchester ii6 

North  British    ......      500 

Continental 2,800 

Orient 5-2 

Alliance 2,500 

Western a^ooe 

Westchester gjo 

Total $15,264 

23-     (Feb.)  Portland,  frdwg: 
Fireman's  Fund $874 

2-.    Portland,  fr  dwg : 
Fireman's  Fund $500 

16.    Portland,  dwg: 
Fireman's  Fund j6oo 

25-    Portland,  gen'l  fire: 

Fireman's  Fund $   600 

German-American  ....       170 

Manchester i_ooo 

Ins.  Co.  North  America    .      800 

Continental 250 

London  &  Lancashire  .  .      215 

15.  Portland,  fr  bldg,  groceries, 

etc.: 
Caledonian $1,000 

20.    Portland,  fr  bldg: 
American,  Pa $600 

16.  Portland,     family     wearing 

apparel : 
i-Royal     3;i_2o6 


27.  Portland,  br  store  bldg: 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .   .  $500 

II.    Portland,  fr  dwg  conts : 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .   .  $400 

15.  Portland,  conts  dwg: 
German-American $300 

I.    Portland,  furni  and  fr  dwg : 

American  Central $500 

Alliance 41.0 

6.  Portland,  fr  dwg  and  furni : 
National,  Hartford    .   .   .   .Jgii 

7.  Portland,  conts  dwg: 

Lion $400 

14.    Portland,  dwg  and  conts : 

Scottish  Union  &  N.  .  .  .  $t,ooo 
18.    Polk  CO.,  frdwg: 

Royal     $1,950 

28.  Roseburg,  stock  mdse  in  fr 

store : 
Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  $4,000 

Sun,  London 1,500 

25.    Sillamook  co.,  fr   saw   mill 
and  conts. : 

Imperial $2,000 

— .    Union  co.,  frbam  and  conts: 

Home.  N.  Y $1,200 

— .    Union  co.,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .  $1,164 
9.    Vale,  fr  hotel,  dwg,  grain  and 
warehouse : 

Caledonian $   goo 

Manchester 1,400 

Miscellaneous  losses  under  three 

hundred  dollars: 
Norwich  Union    ........  $159 

Liver'Tft  Lon.  &  Globe    ...    150 

Small  losses $3,929 

Total  Oregon  .   .   .  $53,048 
* 
Washington. 
21.    Aberdeen,  dwg: 
American  Central $300 

16.  Bothwell.  mill  and  machin- 

ery: 
National,  Hartford    ....  $500 

Norwich  Union 700 

28.    Chehalis  co.,  fr  dwg,  etc. : 

Phenix,  Br ,$500 

28.  Ellensburg,  br  bldg  and  fix- 
tures : 

Palatine $i,oco 

Royal     400 

8.    Ellensburg,  fr  dwg : 

Hartford      $500 

30.  Ellensburg,  contents  photp 
gallery: 

Underwriters $1,000 

23.    Everett,  fr  bldg: 

Manchester $^oo 


15.  Everett,  fr   dwg    and    hhld 

furni: 

Hartford $400 

Caledonian     400 

13.    Fairfield,  fr  big  &  drug  store 

Caledonian     . $666 

Manchester 700 

German-American     ....    445 
American,  Newark    ....    Soo 

4.    Fairhaven,  fr  dwg  and  barn : 
German- American     .....  $355 

20.    Lincoln  co.,  farm  property: 
Continental $500 

6.  New  Whatcom,  dwg  &  conts : 
American  Central  .  .  ..  $4,000 
Westchester      1,350 

12.    New  Whatcom,  dwg: 
Ins.  Co.  North  America  .   .  $327 

28.    Seattle,  frdwg: 
Continental $475 

17.  Seattle,  stock  drugs : 
German-American     ....  $342 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .   .    400 

16.  Seattle,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 

Sun,  S.  F $400 

Imperial 400 

Hartford 250 

25.    Seattle,  fr  dwg: 

Fire  Association,  Pa.   .   .  $1,000 
20.    Seattle,  fr  dwg: 

Transatlantic .  $550 

18.  Seattle,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 

Springfield $1,000 

Continental    '. 1,025 

Pennsylvania 200 

8.    Seattle,  stock  drugs : 

Fireman's  Fund  ."....,  $358 
11.    Seattle,  frdwg: 

Alliance $750 

7.  Seattle,  dwg  and  furni : 
Western $300 

24.    Seattle,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 
Westchester $1,000 

6.    Seattle, .conts  fr  dwg: 
Phoenix,  Hartford $330 

22.  Seattle,  fr  dwg: 

London  &  Lancashire  .  .  .  $387 

4.    Spokane,  dwg  and  conts : 
Home  Mutual $523 

— .    Spokane,  dwg: 
Franklin $400 

16.    Spokane,  fr  dwg : 
United  Firemens    ....  $2,000 

16.    Spokane,  hhld  furni: 
Milwaukee  Mechanics    .   .  $300 

23.  Spokane,     hhld     furni     and 

wearing  apparel : 
Norwich  Union    ......  $967 
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—.    Snohomish,  tr  dwg: 

Royal *790 

II.    Spokane,  dwg  f  arni : 

National,  Hartford    .   .   .  $i,9l3 

14.  Saticoy,  church: 

Sun $!,2oo 

17.  Spokane,  conts  dwg: 
Springfield $1,000 

15.  Spokane,  f r  dwg  and  furni : 
Phenix,  Br $1,200 

18.  Spokane,  tr  dwg,  hhld  furni, 

etc. : 
Sun  London $2,000 

7.    Spokane,  fr  dwg: 

Alliance $3°° 

Caledonian     900 

9.    Spokane,    fr    dwg    and   hhld 
furni : 

Caledonian $826 

Alliance 600 

4.    Tacoma,  steam  laundry  and 
bldg: 
National,  Hartford   ...  $   500 

Atlas 250 

Orient 1,000 

Palatine 1,500 

Fire  Association,  Pa.   .  .      750 

Imperial 500 

Sun,  London 700 

7.    Tacoma,  plate  glass : 
Orient $305 

22.    Thurston  CO.,  dwg: 
Phenix,  Br $Soo 

17.     Tacoma.  fr  barn: 
Commercial  Union     .   .   .  $1,000 

22.    Whatcom  co. ,  gen'  1  mdse : 
North  German $500 

2.    (Feb. )  Whatcom,  f r  dwg  and 
furni : 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .  $1,050 
Miscellaneous  losses  under  three 
hundred  dollars : 

Phenix,  Br $450 

American,  Pa 200 

Hartford 235 

North  British 754 

National,  Hartford 210 

Atlas     155 

Commercial  Union 200 

Lion no 

Lancashire 142 

Small  losses     $4,045 

Total  Washington  $54,615 


Utah. 
18.    Garden  City,  dwg  and  hhld 
furni : 
Prussian  National    ....  $650 

— .    Ogden,  dwg: 
Franklin $380 


18.    Ogden,  furni: 
Manufacturers  &  Builders  $443 

— .    Salt  Lake  City,  farm  prop- 
erty: 
Continental $3>ioo 

iS.    Weber  co. ,  f r  dwg : 
Alliance $600 

2.    Ogden,  dwg  and  conts : 
Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  .  $587 

10.    Salt  Lake  City,  gen'l  mdse: 
North  German      $433 

Miscellaneous  losses  under  three 

hundred  dollars: 
Continental $150 

Small  losses $587 

Total  Utah     .   .   .     $7,930 


Idaho. 
— .    Bear   Lake  co.,  farm  prop- 
erty: 

Continental $500 

27.    (Feb.)  Bingham  co.,  fr  dwg 
and  barn : 
American,  Pa $500 

12.    Pocatello,  dwg  and  furni : 
Providence-Washington     .  $508 

Total  Idaho    ....  $1,508 


Montana. 

I.    Anaconda,  dwg: 
American  Central $500 

— .    Butte  City,  dwg  and  conts: 
Atlas $1,123 

27.    Butte  City,  fr  dwg  and  con- 
tents : 
Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  $1,171 

14.    Fergus  co.,  farm  property: 
Continental $3,000 

24.    Great  Falls,  bldg: 
Niagara $300 

y.    Havre,  f r  store  and  mdse : 
National,  Hartford    ....  $740 
Home,  N.  Y 752 

19.    Louis  Clark  co.,  farm  prop- 
erty: 
Continental $1,000 

7.    Livingston,  br  store  and  gen'l 
mdse: 
Commercial  Union    ....  $110 

Phoenix,  London 675 

North  British m 

21.     Lewiston,    dwg     furni     and 
wearing  apparel : 
North  British $1,000 


Miscellaneous  losses  under  three 
hundred  dollars: 

Phu-nix,  Hartford $158 

Phenix,  Br 115 

Small  losses     $S6o 

Total  Montana   .  .$11,615 

* 

COLOKADO. 

I.    Buffalo  Creek,  bldg: 
Prussian  National    ....  $500 

23.'   Denver,  br   hotel   bldg  and 
furni : 

North  British $    850 

National,  Hartford     ...  750 

Atlas 500 

Prussian  National  ....  375 

Alliance 500 

Palatine 2,5"o 

Transatlantic 375 

5.    Denver,  stock  groceries : 

Atlas $1,208 

Lion 1,450 

Home  Mutual 2,054 

Palatine 788 

North  German 263 

13.  Denver,  drugs : 

New  Zealand $325 

18.    Leadville,  hhld  furni : 

New  Zealand $300 

12.    Manitou,  hotel: 

Palatine $1,500 

23.    Walsenberg,  stock  mdse : 

National,  Hartford    ....  $500 

14.  Ouray,  bldg,  machinery,  etc. : 
Palatine $1,250 

Miscellaneous  losses  under  three 
hundred  dollars : 
Prussian  National    .   .       .  $250 

Small  losses $i,347 

Total  Colorado    .   .$18,185 


Wyoming. 
3.    Buffalo,   br   bldg    and    gen'l 
mdse: 

Palatine $6,000 

National,  Hartford    .   .   .    2,oco 

Transatlantic 1,500 

14.    Laramie,  stock  mdse  and  br 
bldg: 

North  British $i,oco 

Palatine 2,375 

National,  Hartford  .  .  .  2,500 
Scottish  Union  &  N.  .  .  .  6,625 
Transatlantic 3.500 

Total $16,000 

Small  losses $2,120 

Total  Wyoming  ....  $28,620 
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Nevada. 
12.    Battle      Mountain,     horses, 
harness  and  hay: 

Norwich  Union J672 

H).    Battle  Mountain,  fr  dwg  and 
fonts : 

Norwich  Union $ioS 

12.    Elko  CO. ,  farm  property : 
Continental $3,500 

New  Mexico. 
14.    Santa  Fe,  adobe  bldg,  mdse 
and  furni : 
Scottish  Union  &  N.  .   .   .$1,750 

Lion 1,000 

Manchester 555 

British  Columbia. 
20.    Vancouver,  fr  bldg  and  lum- 
ber: 

American,  Pa $384 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .   .    625 
Total  outside  territory  .   .  $184,115 


California. 
II.    Anderson,  fr  flour  mill  and 
conts: 

London $i,ouo 

German-American  ....   2,280 

Westchester 1,500 

Norwich  Union 3.7S3 

3.  Alameda  co.,  fr  saloon  bldg: 
Springfield $1,000 

5.    Alameda,  dwg: 
German-American  ....  $2,600 
Llver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .    2,766 

26.    Amadore  CO.,  fr  dwg.  sheds: 
Royal     $1,100 

4.  Colusa,  fr  dwg  and  conts  : 

Orient $550 

Milwaukee  Mechanics     .   .    450 

14.    Dunsmuir,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 
Phoenix.  Hartford ^'500 

iS.    Eureka,  dwg  and  conts : 

Western $1,225 

Phoenix,  London 4S5 

28.    El   Paso,  fr  dwg   and   hhld 
furni : 
Manchester $775 

I.    Grangeville,  gen"l  mdse: 

Norwich  Union $2,120 

National,  Hartford  .  .  .  1,060 
Prussian  National  ....  706 
Fireman's  Fund  .  ...  734 
Westchester 706 

5.  Los  Angeles,  hhld  furni: 
Milwaukee  Mechanics    .   .  $400 

14.    Los   Angeles,  school-house: 
Home  Mutual $3,000 


2.    Los  Angeles,  dwg: 
Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  .  $541; 

21.    Mt.  Edeti,  (r  whse  and  hay: 

Lion $1,250 

Imperial 2,750 

Sun.  London 750 

iS.    Modesto,  mdse: 

Palatine $950 

Springfleld 250 

8.  Mendocino  CO.,  farm  property : 
Continental .  $300 

26.    McCloud    Station,   conts    fr 
dwg: 
Home,  N.  Y $450 

13.    Napa,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 

Home,  N.  Y $275 

German- American     ....    115 
Phoenix,  Hartford 275 

23.    Napa,  fr  dwg  and  hhld  furni: 

Fireman's  Fund $300 

Aachen  &  Munich 500 

12.    Napa,  furni  and  wearing  ap- 
parel in  dwg: 
Union,  London     $500 

9.  Pomona,  fr  dwg  and  furni : 
National,  Hartford    .   .   .  $2,000 

17.  RosevlUe,  fr  dwg  and  hhld 

furni : 

Home  Mutual $755 

^tna     950 

28.    Redding,  fr  hotel : 
Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  $1,600 

Westchester 285 

London loo 

4.    Salinas,  barn  and  hay : 
German-American  .....  $1,2:2 
Liver' 1  &  Lon.  «&  Globe    .      400 

19.  Santa  Cruz,  dwg: 
Helvetia $3,600 

18.  San  Miguel,  dwg  and  conts: 
Fireman's  Fund $600 

20.  Susanville,  gen'l  tire: 

Transatlantic $    170 

Fireman's  Fund 463 

Helvetia 1,250 

Home,  N.  Y 100 

Palatine 500 

Ins.  Co.  North  America   .  500 

Home  Mutual 1,260 

Royal     2,750 

2.    Sacramento,  br  store  bldg : 

Sun,  London $385 

Prussian  National    .   .   . '.   500 
Alliance 140 

20.    Sacramento,  fr  dwg  and  hhld 
furni : 
Caledonian $700 

4.    Oakland,  fr  bldg: 
Sun,  S.  F $1,100 

18.    Fresno,  fr  dwg  and  barn : 
Manchester $1,025 


15.    San  Jose,  fr  dwg-  and  conts: 

Lion $1,500 

Royal     1,506 

10.    Selma,  f  r  lodging  house : 

Manchester .  $585 

American,  Newark    ...    585 

22.    San  Luis  Obispo,  fr  dwg:  . 
North  British $1,500 

— .    San  Luis  Obispo,  furni : 
Williamsburg  City    .   .   .   .$750. 

5.    Sonoma,  fr  saloon  and  bldg': 
London  &  Lancashire  .  .   .$400 

13.  Vacaville,  f r  dwg  and  cOuts : 
Continental $700 

14.  Woodland,  flour  mill: 
British  America $i,739 

Miscellaneous  losses  under  three 
hundred  dollars: 

Imperial      $240 

German-American     150 

Prussian  National 555 

Patriotic     296 

Home,  N.  Y 174 

Fireman's  Fund 190 

London  &  Lancashire  ....  450 

New  Zealand 100 

North  German 116 

Alliance 275 

Delaware 275 

Hartford 159 

Aachen  &  Munich 250 

Total     $3,230 

Northwestern   National   (esti- 
mated I  ,. ,5g,ooo 

Small  losses $4,500 

Total  Cal.  S.  F.  Ex.  .  $87,614 


San  Francisco. 
II.    Fr  dwg,  saloon  and  furni: 

Norwich  Union $   225 

North  British 126 

Lion 100 

Continental 1,000 

Lancashire     256 

20.  Br  bldg  and  horses  in  fr  barn : 
London  &  Lancashire  .  .  $2,220 
Fire  Association     .   .   .   ."  1,244 

Niagara 500 

Hamburg-Bremen   .   .   .'         5S0 

22.    Brass  foundry  and  machin- 
ery: 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .   .  $650 

Northern     306 

Lancashire 153 

United  States '230 

American,  Pa 221 

37.    Stock  and  store : 

North  German $500 

Alliance 160 

Aachen  &  Munich 182 
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i8.     Hhld  furni  in  fi-bldg: 
American,  Newark    ....    490 
PhcEnix,  Hartford 270 

21.    Contsdwg: 
North  German $378 

20.    Cooperage : 

New  Zealand     $1,048 

Transatlantic 2,515 

National,  Hartford    .   .   .  1,048 

Ins.  Co.  North  America    .  419 

Hanover 1,677 

Germania 1,116 

26.    Pr  dwg : 
North  British $2,000 


15.    Dwelling: 
Palatine $1,400 

22.    Mdse  in  hr  .store: 
Home,  N.  Y $539 

II.     (Feb.)  Stock  pictures: 

Hanover $399 

United  Firemens 399 

Firemen's,  Baltimore  .  .  .    399 

30.    Chinese  mdse: 

Teutonia $171 

Westchester 231 

27.    Hhld  furui,  etc.: 
Norwich  Union $500 


Miscellaneous  losses  under  three 
hundred  dollars: 

Prussian  National $234 

Alliance 200 

Manchester 166 

Niagara 201 

Fireman's  Fund ig8 

Phoenix,  Hartford 150 

yueen 150 

Total      $1,299 

Small  losses $    1.247 

Totals.  F $  26.198 

Total  California  .  .   .  $113,812 
Total  Pacitic  Coast    .  $297,927 


Mntaal  Reserve  Fund  Life  Association. 

Ex.\MIN.\TION     BY    THE    NEW    YORK    INSURANCE 
DEPAHTMENT— UNPAID    CLAIMS    ESTIMATED  AT 

Half  A  Million  More  than  Reported   by 

THE  Association. 

The  New  York  insurance  department  has 
just  completed  an  examination  of  the  Mutual 
Reserve  Fund  society,  and  Supt.  Pierce 
has  made  his  report.  It  is  not  altogether  sat- 
isfactory to  the  maua.i?ers  of  the  association, 
and  does  not  wholly  sustain  the  recent  -'four 
commissioners'  examination." 

The  New  Yorli  department  inquiry  disclosed 
that  the  association  has  "again  neglected  to 
return  as  liability  death  claims  reported,  for 
whli-h  proofs  had  been  forwarded  to  the  bene- 
ficiaries, prior  to  December  31,  1894,  and  such 
proofs  not  returned."  The  difference  of  4^503,- 
227  exists  between  the  department's  estimate 
of  unpaid  claims  and  that  of  the  association. 
The  department  includes  $106,235  i'l  the  I'e- 
sisted  claims,  which  is  unrecognized  by  the 
association.  The  law  requires  life  insurance 
companies,  upon  notification  of  the  death  of  a 
policyholder,  to  Immediately  enter  the  amount 
of  the  policy  as  a  liability  upon  their  books. 

The  report  further  says  that  during  1894 
$358,504  of  the  mortuary  receipts  was  used  in 
expenses. 

"I  am  of  the  opinion,"  says  Mr.  Pierce, 
"that  the  by-laws  should  be  so  amended  as  to 
explicitly  set  forth  tlie  exact  percentage  of 
mortuar.y  assessments  which  may  be  used  in 
expenses  if  necessary.  It  apjiears  that  since 
January,  1889,  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  net 
mortuary  assessments  has  not  been  placed  to 
the  credit  of  the  i-eserve  fund." 

Among  the  non-invested  assets  reiwrted  by 
the  department's  examiners  is  included  the 
item  of  $145,357  46  as  "Agents'  ledger  bal- 
ances (active  accounts).''  This  item  was  re- 
ported by  the  association  in  its  annual  report. 


December  31,  1894,  as  $269,700.43.  The  depart- 
ment has  thrown  out  the  sum  of  $124,342.97  as 
representing  accounts  which  are  not  active 
and  are  uncollectible. 

The  insurance  department  annual  state- 
ment blank  calls  for  a  detailed  return  in  i-e 
claims  paid,  showing  the  number  of  the  certifi- 
cate, the  amount  of  insurance  paid,  the  name 
of  the  insured  and  date  of  death.  The  asso- 
ciation has  not,  in  its  returns,  complied  with 
the  blank,  failing  to  furnish  any  data  showing 
the  amount  of  the  certificate,  etc.,  merely  re- 
turning the  number,  the  name  of  the  insured 
and  the  amount  paid. 

"It  has  been  the  custom  since  1885,"  says 
Examiner  Apple  ton,  in  his  report,  "in  settle- 
ment of  claims,  where  the  member  was  in- 
sured at  an  under  age,  to  adjust  the  claim  on 
the  basis  of  the  actual  amount  of  insurance 
paid  for.  In  makin.g  the  annual  return,  credit 
is  taken  for  the  full  amount  of  the  policy  as 
paid.  Two  checks  ai-e  drawn,  one  payable  to 
the  beneficiary  and  the  other  payable  to  tlie 
interest  account  of  the  association.  In  this 
manner  the  amount  of  insui-ance  paid  during 
the  year  has  increased,  and  the  interest  earn- 
ings also  increased  by  a  like  item.  The  offi- 
cers, having  had  their  attention  called  to  this 
erroneous  return,  have  agreed  that  hereafter 
in  cases  of  under  age  the  actual  amount  paid 
will  be  returned.  This  under  age  item  has 
aggregated  $49,284.28,  including  $7,001.05  in 
the  December  31,  1894,  statement." 

The  New  York  Herald  of  April  2  says :  The 
law  firm  of  Gardner,  Chambers  &  Lathrop,  of 
No.  26  Court  street,  Bro.iklyn,  who  have  on 
hand  thirty  eases  in  which  the  association  has 
compromised  its  death  policies,  sa.v  they  will 
at  once  commence  proceedings  for  its  reoi'gan- 
ization  or  dissolution.  Lawyer  Frank  Gard- 
ner applied  to  Attorney  General  Hancock  for 
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a  receiver  for  the  association  a  few  days  agro, 
but  ai'tioti  was  postponed  pending  tlie  issuance 
of  the  insurance  deijartment's  report. 


San    Francisco    Life   Underwriters'   Association. 

The  preliminary  meetings  of  the  life  under- 
writers of  San  Francisco  resulted  in  a  perma- 
nent orffanization.  A  constitution  and  by-laws 
have  been  adopted,  and  the  new  organization 
has  been  named  the  "San  Francisco  Life 
Underwriters'  Association."  The  following 
named  officers  have  been  elected  to  serve  dur- 
ing the  ensuing  year : 

President— Henry  K.  Field,  general  agent 
of  the  New  England  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company. 

Vice-President — John  Landers,  manager  of 
the  Manhattan  Life  Insurance  Company. 

Secretary  —  Clarence  M.  Smith,  general 
agent  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company. 

Treasurer  —  Dr.  F.  A.  Archibald,  general 
agent  Union  Central  Life  Insurance  Company. 

Executive  Committee  —  Alex.  G.  Hawes, 
manager  New  York  Life  Insurance  Company : 
Geo.  H.  Ripley,  manager  Equitable  Life  As- 
surance Society;  J.  M.  Kilgarif,  general 
agent  Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany. 

The  Coast  Review  congratulates  the  new 
organization  on  the  selection  of  its  officers  for 
the  first  year.  They  are  representative  and 
capable  life  men.  Mr.  Field  has  been  en- 
gaged- in  life  insurance  in  this  field  for  fifteen 
years,  Mr.  Hawes  for  twenty-five  years,  and 
Mr.  Landers  for  thirty-five  years.  Mr.  Smith 
has  been  twenty  years  in  the  service  of  his 
company.  Dr.  Archibald  is  an  enthusiastic 
and  experienced  life  man.  Mr.  Ripley  has 
had  managerial  experience  as  general  agent 
and  as  president  of  the  Home  Life  Ins.  Co. 
Mr.  Kilgarif  was  for  many  years  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Pacific  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.,  and 
for  the  past  four  years  has  been  a  general 
agent. 

The  pui'poses  of  this  organization  commend 
themselves  to  life  insui-ance  men  generally  in 
this  field.  The  interests  of  life  insurance  will 
be  promoted  throughout  the  state,  and  special 
efforts,  alone  possible  through  such  an  organi- 
zation, will  be  made  to  protect  the  public  and 
the  companies  from  fraudulent  insurance  men. 
As  the  Coast  Review  has  previously  said,  an 
organization  of  this  character  can  accomplish 
a  great  deal  of  good  both  directly  and  indi- 
i-ectly.  There  are  abuses  to  correct,  and  the 
correction  can  be  made  only  through  united 
effort.    Then  again  association  and  occasional 


meetings  can  hardly  fail  to  promote  a  more 
friendly  spirit.  Not  every  desired  reform  can 
be  accomplished,  nor  can  very  much  be  done 
in  a  short  time ;  but  with  this  understanding, 
and  reasonable  demands  and  expectations, 
there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  San 
Francisco  Life  Underwriters'  Association  will 
justify  its  existence,  and  strengthen  the  hands 
raised  in  behalf  of  honorable  practices. 


Good  Work  of  Committees  on  Legislation. 

The  various  legislatures  of  the  Pacific  Coast 
West  have  held  their  annual  or  biennial  ses- 
sion and  adjourned,  leaving  some  traces  of 
their  work  in  the  statute  books.  Of  the  thou- 
sands of  bills  introduced,  only  a  few  hundred 
passed  both  upper  and  lower  houses,  and  of 
these  a  very  few  became  laws  by  guberna- 
torial approval.  The  old  familiar  insurance 
cinch  bills  were  presented,  and  there  was 
some  new  legislation  proposed  in  new  states, 
but  the  actual  insurance  legislation  was  very 
limited.  For  this  happy  result  the  insurance 
interests  are  indebted  to  the  efficient  com- 
mittees on  legislation  appointed  by  the  gen- 
ei'al  agents  in  San  Francisco. 

The  fire  underwriters'  legislative  commit- 
tee was  composed  of  Wm.  J.  Dutton  (chair- 
man), J.  W.  G.  Cofran,  Chas.  D.  Haven, 
Rudolph  Herold  and  Geo.  W.  Spencer.  These 
gentlemen  succeeded,  without  money  for  the 
lobby,  in  defeating  nearly  all  obnoxious  legis- 
lation. The  Arizona  legislature  adopted  a 
bill  requiring  $15,000  bonds  from  every  com- 
pany. Oregon  enacted  a  law  le^'^.'ing  a  two 
per  cent,  net  premium  tax,  in  spiWS  of  the  en- 
lightening work  of  the  committee,  and  it  was 
also  found  impossible  to  repeal  the  valued  pol- 
icy law.  Otherwise  the  committee  made  a 
clean  sweep  of  bad  bills,  with  the  governor's 
aid  in  two  or  three  instances.  The  companies 
have  reason  to  be  well  satisfied  with  the  com- 
mittee's good  work. 

The  life  underwriters'  committee  on  legis- 
lation was  composed  of  four  members,  to-wit : 
H.  K.  Field  (chairman),  John  Landers,  Dr. 
Geo.  Moore  and  Geo.  H.  Ripley.  The  .com- 
mittee was  represented  in  Sacramento  by 
Publisher  Edwards  of  the  Coast  Review. 
The  life  underwriters  were  specially  inter- 
ested in  the  defeat  of  the  iniquitous  three  per 
cent,  gross  premium  income  tax,  which  would 
have  been  barefaced  robbery  of  policyholders. 
The  bills  imposing  this  tax  were  introduced 
by  Hart  and.  Mitchell  in  the  senate.  To  pre- 
vent the  passage  of  one  of  these  outrageous 
bills  when  its  opponents  were  "off  guard,"  a 
representative  of  the  life  companies  had  to  be 
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on  the  frrouiul  all  the  time.  An  example  of 
this  need  was  given  by  the  passas'e  of  a  mu- 
tual bill  at  midnight  in  the  closing  hour  of  the 
session,  after  the  objectionable  measure  was 
supposed  to  have  been  "killed."  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, as  the  representative  of  the  life  under- 
writers' committee — the  editor  permits  him- 
self to  say — did  some  characteristically  thor- 
ough and  effective  work.  Exceptions  were 
made  in  favor  of  the  life  companies,  in  a 
similar  bill  in  the  assembly,  but  the  senate 
doggedly  insisted  on  all  classes  of  companies' 
paying  the  tax.  It  was  found  necessary  to 
beat  the  substitute  bill  which  applied  to  all 
companies.  Messrs.  Foote  and  Coogan  and 
Kahn,  representing  the  Board  of  Fire  Under- 
writers, did  some  excellent  work  in  assisting 
in  the  defeat  of  the  tax  bill  in  the  assembly, 
and  also  in  persuading  the  governor  to  with- 
hold his  signature  from  the  mutual  bills. 


The  Lloyds  in  California. 

For  some  time  past  various  New  York  fire 
Lloyds  have  been  writing  business  in  this 
state,  without  authority.  Their  representa- 
tive was  E.  W.  S.  Van  Slyke,  formerly  gen- 
eral agent  of  the  Mutual  Fire  of  New  York. 
A  bill  regulating  the  Lloyds,  prescribing  con- 
ditions of  security  similar  to  those  governing 
the  stock  companies,  passed  both  houses  at 
the  recent  session  of  the  legislature  at  Sacra- 
mento, but  the  governor  declined  to  sign  the 
bill,  on  the  gi'ound  that  the  existing  law  im- 
posed the  same  conditions.  That  this  position 
is  well  taken  is  evident  from  the  reading  of 
the  law.  Commissioner  Higgins  has  notified 
the  representative  of  the  Lloyds  that  any 
further  writing  without  authority  will  result 
in  prosecution.  Mr.  Van  S.  has  agreed  not  to 
transact  any  more  business  for  the  Lloyds. 

Considering  the  weakness  of  these  New 
York  associations,  and  the  limited  liability  of 
the  members,  it  is  evident  that  much  mischief 
has  been  done  already.  The  character,  or 
want  of  character,  of  this  form  of  indemnity 
has  been  set  forth  by  a  committee  of  the  New 
York  chamber  of  commerce,  as  printed  else- 
where. 

Among  the  risks  written  in  these  Lloyds 
are  the  following: 

Allison,  Neff  &  Co.,  $17,500;  Baker  &  Hamil- 
ton, $10,000;  California  Paper  Co.,  $30,000; 
Cal.  Sugar  Refineiy,  $20,000;  J.  F.  Kessing, 
$7,500;  M.  H.  de  Young,  $40,000;  Holland  Mfg. 
Co.,  $2,500;  H.  S.  Crocker  &  Co.,  $200,000; 
Chino  Val.  Bute  Sugar  Co.,  $20,000;  Ft. 
Blakely  Mill  Co.,  $25,000;  Sharon  Estate  Co., 


$15,000;  Tacoma  Grocery  Co.,  $47,500;  Seattle 
Brewing  &  M.  Works,  .$34,500;  L.  E.  White 
Lumber  Co.,  $20,000;  Marie  G.  Kessing,  $6,000; 
Willamette  Pulp  &  Paper  Co.,  $152,000;.  W. 
P.  Fuller  &  Co.,  $70,000;  W.  F.  Whittier, 
$160,000. 

On  some  of  these  risks  the  stocis  companies 
will  not  write  a  dollar  at  any  rate.  It  would 
be  interesting  to  note  any  fire  among  these 
risks  should  any  occur  while  insured  in  the 
Lloyds;  and  it  would  be  still  more  interesting 
to  note  the  efforts  to  collect  all  the  insurance 
from  the  vai'ious  individuals  writing  on  the 
risk.  The  public  is  hereby  notified  that  no 
fire  Lloyds  is  authorized  to  do  any  business  in 
California,  and  that  no  claim  against  any  of 
them  can  be  collected  in  a  California  court. 


The  Fire  Underwriting  Situation. 

When  the  March  Coast  Review  went  to 
press  it  seemed  probable  that  the  troubles  in 
local  fire  underwriting  circles  would  soon  be 
satisfactorily  adjusted  on  the  basis  of  mutual 
concessions  and  a  virtual  reorganization.  We 
hoped  to  be  able  to  chronicle  this  month  a 
very  different,  at  least  a  more  hopeful,  state 
of  affairs  than  now  exists. 

The  present  situation,  however,  while  not 
worse,  presents  different  aspects,  and  i-ather 
confirms  the  view  that  the  Board  of  Fire  Un- 
derwriters under  existing  rules  will  never  em- 
brace all  or  substantially  all  of  the  companies 
in  its  membership. 

Arguments  and  personal  persuasion  and 
actual  concessions  failed  to  induce  the  Home 
and  Phoenix  and  the  Continental  to  join  the 
board.  Manager  Magill  of  the  Home  and 
PhcBnix  and  Manager  Du  Val  of  the  Continen- 
tal prcscrihcd  conditions  upon  which  they 
would  join,  but  those  conditions  were  not 
favorably  considered  by  the  majority  of  the 
board. 

Each  of  these  outside  managers  has  quite 
different  vieve s. 

Mr.  Magill  says,  strike  out  the  ncm-intcr- 
course  rule,  and  give  every  comxJany  one  agent 
in  each  tovrn  or  city;  and  further,  accept  only 
such  amount  on  any  line  as  the  company  will 
write,  or  if  more  is  accepted  tlian  the  com- 
pany wishes  to  carry,  with  the  intention  of 
placing  such  surplus,  that  no  commission  shall 
be  paid  on  such  surplus  placings. 

Mr.  Du  Val,  for  the  Continental,  wants  the 
matter  of  compensation  to  agents  left  open. 

It  appears  that  the  board  did  not  agree 
with  these  gentlemen.  Meantime  several 
companies  have  resigned  from  the  board,  in 
order,  as  stated,  "to  protect   their  business." 
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The  present  situiition  is  of  course  deplor- 
able, but  there  is  sigu  of  suushiue.  The  board 
is  working  hai'd  to  preserve  the  business  on 
this  Coast,  and  we  believe  that  its  efforts 
will  ultimately  be  successful. 

It  is  hard  to  believe  that,  while  there  is 
the  remotest  possibility  of  preventing-  the 
disaster,  men  of  intelligence  and  conservative 
habits  will  deliberately  pursue  a  ix)licy  which 
must  destroy  a  ?i2,ooo,ooo  business  hitherto 
satisfactorily  profitable.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  reasons  for,  or  however  much  may 
have  been  the  justiflcatiou  for.  the  resigna- 
tion from  the  Pacific  Insurance  Union,  we  are 
now  forced  to  the  belief  that  Mr.  Magill  is 
no  longer  justified  in  withholding  cordial  co- 
operation in  efforts  to  reorganize  the  old  board 
or  to  form  a  new  one.  It  may  have  been  in 
keeping  with  good  judgment  and  justice  for 
Mr.  Magill  to  "gambol  on  the  gi-een"  awhile 
in  order  to  punish  some  of  his  former  P.  I.  U. 
brethren  who  had  not  kept  faith;  but  we 
submit  that  it  seems  self-evident  that  he  is 
cai-rying  the  "joke"  too  far.  The  comedy, 
turned  into  a  melodrama,  threatens  to  be  a 
tragedy. 

We  are  inclined  to  the  belief  that  Mr.  Magill 
can  at  this  late  day,  and  without  prejudice, 
place  himself  in  a  i)ositiou  that  will  cement 
the  board  and  make  it  a  strong  organization. 
It  is  also  within  reasonable  belief  that  nearly 
all  other  outside  companies  will  join  the  board 
and  keep  faith  if  the  Home  and  Phoenix  will 
come  into  the  fold. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Fire  -Under- 
writers on  April  gth  the  situation  was  fully 
discussed.  It  was  thought  best  to  make  an 
effort  to  organize  local  boards  thi-oughout  the 
Coast.  ■  A  committee  of  three  was  appointed 
for  each  of  the  districts  known  as  San  Fran- 
cisco. B.,  C.  and  D.     The  committees  are: 

San  Francisco— Messrs.  Macdonald.  James 
and  Voss. 

District  B.,  California  (S.  F.  excepted), 
Arizona  and  Nevada — Messrs.  Laton,  Tyson 
and  Bailey. 

District  C,  Oi'egon.  Washington  and  north- 
ern Idaho—Messrs.  Dickson,  Haven  and  H.  M. 
Grant. 

District  D. ,  Utah,  Montana  and  southern 
Idaho— Messrs.  Faymonville,  Watt  and  Dev- 
lin. 

At  this  meeting  that  portion  of  the  non-in- 
tercourse rule  referring  to  other  concun-ent 
insurance  in  board  companies,  etc.,  was  re- 
pealed, and  a  notice  given,  for  one  week  hence, 
of  a  motion  to  repeal  altogether  the  non-inter- 
course clause  of  the  constitution.     Should  this 


be  done  it  is  believed  that  both  Messrs. 
Magill  and  Du  Val  will  co-operate  in  the  for- 
mation of  local  boards. 

Certainly  the  time  has  come,  to  call  a  halt, 
bury  the  dead,  bandage  the  wounded,  and  de- 
clare the  war  over.  No  one  who  has  closely 
watched  the  events  of  the  past  two  mouths 
will  say  that  the  wholesale  slaughter  during 
that  brief  period  has  not  been  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  most  bloodthirsty.  Let  us  have 
peace. 

The  time  has  come  for  the  local  agent  and 
broker,  who  desires  to  follow  his  occupation 
any  longer,  to  come  forward  and  assist  in  the 
preservation  of  the  business  from  which  he 
makes  his  living. 

If  there  are  no  other  withdrawals  before 
the  2oth  of  this  month  the  board  and  non- 
board  companies  will  be  as  follows  on  that 
date : 

Board  Companies. 

B.  Faymonville — 

•Fireman's  Fund 
Rhode  Island  Underwritei's 
Ins.  Co.  of  State  of  Penn. 
Premiums  1894,  $692,217 

Brown,  Craig  &  Co. — 
Pheuix,  Brooklyn 
American,  Phila. 
Pennsylvania 
Svea 
Premiums  1894,  -?5i  1,377 

Chas.  A.  Laton — 
Palatine 
Premiums  1894,  §504,092  V 

Wm.  Macdonald— r 

London  &  Lancashire 
Premiums  1894,  .*!424,85i 
Wm.  J.  Landers — 

Sun  Fire  Office 
Lion 
Imperial 
Premiums  1894,  $406,230 
Balfour,  Guthrie  &  Co. — 
Manchester 
Caledonian 
American,  N.  J. 
Premiums  1894,  $402,918 

Chas.  D.  Haven — 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe 
Premiums  1894,  $393,529 
Robt.  Dickson — 

Royal  Exchange 
Queen 
Connecticut 
Premiums  1894,  $366,378 
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Belden  &  Cofran  — 
Hartford 
Premiums  1894,  1^330,757 
Rolla  V.  Watt— 
Koj-al 

Norwich  Union 
Premiums  1894,  $303,024 

W.  J.  Calling-ham— 
Scottish  Union 
Orient 
Premiums  1894,  $275,681 

Geo.  C.  Boardman — 

^Etna 
Premiums  1894,  $265,312 

Stephen  D.  Ives — 
Home  Mutual 
Premiums  1894,  $256,628 

Geo.  D.  Dornin — 

National,  Hartford 
Premiums  1894,  $247,450 

Tom  C.  Grant- 
North  British  &  Mercantile 

Greenwich 
Premiums  1894,  $241,804 
Rudolph  Herold.  Jr.— 

Hamburg-Bremen 

Niagara 
Premiums  1894,  $232,497 
Mann  &  Wilson — 

Lancashii-e 

St.  Paul 

Teutouia 

Girard 

Agricultural 
Premiums  1894,  $231,989 

Geo.  H.  Tyson- 
German- American 
Premiums  1894,  $231,421 

Butler  &  Haldan — 

Phoenix,  Loudon 
Providence- Washington 
Premiums  1894,  $224,653 

Geo.  F.  Grant- 
London  Assurance 
Northern  Assurance 
Premiums  1894,  $177,809 

Frank  J.  Devlin — 

Atlas  Assurance 
Premiums  1894,  $171,634 
N.  T.  James- 
Alliance,  London 
Premiums  1894,  $160,615 
H.  M.  Grant- 
Western  Assurance 
British  America 


American,  N.  Y. 
Premiums  1894,  $1,59.455 
Cesar  Berthoau — 

Hanover 

German  ia 

United  Piremons 

Firemen's,  Baltimore 
Premiums  1894,  $152,201 

Voss,  Conrad  &  Co. — 

Aachen  &  Munich 
Traders 
Glens  Falls 
Premiums  1894,  $144,837 

Franz  Jacoby — 

Prussian  National 
Premiums  1894,  $142,969 
Chas.  Christensen — 

American  Central 
Delaware 
Pacific,  N.  Y. 
Premiums  1894,  $134,177 
Catton,  Bell&  Co.— 
Union,  London 
Premiums  1894,  $130,416 
Walter  Speyer— 

North  German 
Premiums  1894,  $122,250 

H.  W.  Syz— 

Helvetia  Swiss 
Baloise  Fire 
Premiums  1S94,  $119,370 

Gutte  &  Frank- 
Magdeburg  Fire 
Premiums  1894,  $118,013 

John  D.  Bradford — 

Fire  Association 
Premiums  1894,  $90,106 

Wai'ren  &  Lanktree — 

Milwaukee  Mechanics 
Premivmis  1894,  $63,529 

V.  W.  Gaskill  &  Co.— 

United  States  Fire 
Premiums  1894,  $15,408 
Total  Board  Coast  Premiumn  tS!)4 

Non  Boajd  Companies. 
A.  E.  Magill— 

Home  &  Phoenix 
Premiums  1894,  $371,447 

C.  F.  Mull  ins- 
Commercial  Union 
Premiums  1894,  $319,372 

W.  S.  DuVal— 

Continental 
Premiums  1894,  $231,168 


$8,703,806 
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W.  H.  Friend— 
Suu,  S.  F. 
Merchants,  N.  J. 
Premiums  1894,  ^179,395 

V.  C.  Driffield— 

Trausatlantic 
Premiums  1894,  ^124,820 

Hugh  Craig— 

New  Zealand 
Premiums  1894,  1113,734 
D.  A.  Speneer — 

Westdioster 
Premiums  1894,  1102,521 

A.  G.  Dugan— 

Springfield 
Premiums  1894,  $97,029 
Ed.  E.  Potter- 
Franklin 

Williamsburg  City 
Premiums  1894,  $86,490 

Okell,  Donuell  &  Co. 
Patriotic 
Premiums  1894,  $61,376 

Geo.  W.  Turner — 

Northwestern  National 
Premiums  1894,  $65,956 

Geo.  Mel- 
Broadway,  N.  Y. 
Premiums  1894,  $16,943 
Tiital  Non-Board  Coast  Premiums  1S94,  $1,770,251 


Pardee  versus  Watson. 

Concerning  the  recent  unpleasantness  be- 
tween Manager  Pardee  of  the  Fidelity  &  Cas- 
ualty Co.  and  his  assistant  Chas.  Watson. 
The  following  circular  letter  issued  by  Mr. 
Pardee  has  been  received  : 

To  whom  it  may  concern : 

It  has  come  to  my  notice  that  Mr.  Charles 
Watson,  formerly  my  assistant  in  San  Fran- 
cisco ofHce  of  this  company,  has  charged  me 
with  opening  his  private  correspondence,  even 
letters  of  his  wife.  This  charge  I  deny.  The 
facts  are  as  follows :  Mr.  Watson  rented  a 
private  box  at  the  postoffice  shortly  after  his 
arrival  here,  in  December,  1894.  The  last  of 
January  of  the  present  year  he  vrent  south, 
and  I  discovered,  after  he  had  been  absent 
about  two  weeks,  that  a  considerable  quantity 
of  the  company's  mail,  addressed  to  him  as 
assistant  resident  manager,  had  accumulated 
in  his  postoffice  box.  This  I  obtained,  return- 
ing his  private  correspondence  to  the  superin- 
tendent of  mails,  who  sorted  the  mail  with 
me.     Among  this  mail  of  the  company's  wer§ 


three  letters  addressed  to  him, -but  so  im-r 
printed  as  to  appear  to  be  company  business. 
These  I  opened.  On  finding  they  did  not  re- 
fer to  company  matters,  I  indorsed  an  expla- 
nation on  the  envelopes  and  placed  tbem  on 
his  desk.  These  three  letters  were  as  follow  : 
The  first  fi'om  bankers  in  Seattle;  the  second 
from  a  former  employee ;  and  the  third  con- 
tained only  a  bill.  The  company's  mail  hav- 
ing been  so  delayed  for  over  a  week,  I  consid- 
ered it  necessary  to  protect  our  interests,  and 
obtained  the  letters  for  this  protection  only. 
Mr.  Watson  has  left  the  service  of  this  com- 
any.  His  private  mail  has  never  been  inter- 
fered with  except  in  the.  three  instances 
above.  Ho  endeavored  to  force  a  prosecution 
ui3on  the  ground  of  a  technical  violation  of  the 
postal  laws,  but  has  not  succeeded.  I  may 
add  that  I  have  acted  only  for  company's  in- 
terests, and  have  its  approval  of  my  conduct. 
Respectfully,  S.  C.  Paudee, 

Resident  Manager. 


Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  The  New  York  Life. 

The  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  New  York 
Life  Insurance  Company's  organization  oc- 
curred on  April  10.  This  important  epoch  in 
this  great  company's  history  was  fittingly  ob- 
served by  the  offlcers,  and  by  the  general 
managers  throughout  the  world.  In  New  York 
city  the  trustees  and  officers  met  at  a  lunch- 
eon at  the  Lawyers'  Club.  Congratulatory 
speeches  were  made,  and'  the  wonderfully 
prosperous  career  of  the  company  was  the  sub- 
ject of  review  and  the  source  of  inspiration. 

Here  in  San  Francisco  Col.  Haw^,  the  New 
York  Life's  manager  for  the  Pacific  Coast, 
gave  a  dinner  to  a  number  of  his  personal 
friends,  in  the  Red  Room  of  the  Bohemian 
Club,  in  honor  of  this  semi-centennial  anni- 
versary. The  guests  tai-ried  long  at  the  ta- 
ble, and  drank  to  the  company's  prosperity 
and  to  the  health  of  their  genial  host.  The 
company's  fifty-first  year,  at  midnight,  was 
greeted  before  they  bade  their  host  "good 
night."  Among  those  present  were  J.  G.  Ed- 
wards of  the  Coast  Review  and  J.  A.  Carey  of 
the  Adjuster. 

Death  of  President  Edgerly. 
Martin  Van  Buren  Edgerly,  president  of 
the  Massachusetts  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company,  died  on  March  18.  Mr.  Edgerly 
was  born  in  New  Hampshire  in  1833.  He  en- 
tered the  sel-vice  of  the  Massachusetts  Mu- 
tual in  i860  as  solicitor.  Subsequently  he  be- 
came general  agent,  vice-president  and  presi- 
dent. 
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Judge   IMcKenna's    Decision   in    the    Continental 
Case. 

The  Board  Non-Intebcoxibse  Clause  is  Sus- 
tained—Board Companies  Enjoined  From 
Threatening,  and  From  Advertising  to 
Rewrite  Plaintiff's  Policies. 

The  injunction  suit  of  the  Continental  Ins. 
Co.  v.  Board  of  Fii'e  Undei-vvriters  of  the 
Pacific,  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States,  San  Francisco,  Joseph  McKenna, 
judge,  was  decided  substantially  in  favor  of 
the  defendant  board,  but  the  plaintiff  com- 
pany secured  a  restraining  order  as  to  threats 
and  published  offers  to  cancel  its  policies. 

Judge  McKenna  said : 

The  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters,  according 
to  the  complaint,  is  a  secret  association  for 
the  regulation  of  premium  rates,  prevention 
of  rebates,  compensation  of  agents,  and  for 
non-intercourse  with  companies  not  members. 
The  penalty  is  cancellation  and  prohibition  to 
write  or  place  within  one  year  the  risk 
covered,  the  rate  affected  to  be  increased 
fifteen  per  cent. 

The  following  advertisement  appeared  in  a 
Sau  Jose,  Cal.,  paper: 

"Have  you  a  policy  in  any  of  the  following 
companies:  Home,  Phoenix  of  Hartford,  Con- 
tinental, Franklin,  etc.  J  If  you  have,  bring 
them  to  our  office  without  delay,  as  we  have 
authority  to  cancel  and  rewrite  them  at  any 
rate  necessary  to  get  the  business.     R.  &  Co." 

The  defendant  denies  that  it  is  a  secret 
association,  denies  the  formation  of  a  con- 
spiracy to  coerce,  vex  or  boycott,  to  compel 
plaintiff  or  others  to  join  said  board.  Defend- 
ant says  the  board  was  organized  to  prevent 
a  ruinous  competition  of  rates.  The  charge  of 
boycotting  at  Salt  Lake  is  denied.  The  ad- 
vertisement in  the  San  Jose  paper  is  admitted, 
but  its  publication  as  the  result  of  conspiracy 
to  boycott  the  plaintiff  is  denied. 

The  contention  between  the  policies  is  quite 
clearly  defined.  The  bill  is  that  the  defend- 
ant has  unlawfully  combined  to  stifle  com- 
petition and  to  prevent  plaintiff  from  carrying 
on  its  business,  and  that  the  board  did  pre- 
vent it  by  coercing  its  agents  and  customers, 
and  by  unjust  discrimination.  The  defendant 
denies  the  charges,  and  says  that  the  acts  of 
non-intercourse  and  non-dealing  with  plain- 
tiff and  others  is  to  meet  the  antagonism  and 
competition  of  business  adversaries. 

The  first  inquiry  is.  Was  the  board  an  un- 
lawful organization ;  Was  it  so  far  illegal 
that  the  plaintiff  may  complain  of  it.  and  en- 
join  it   or   its   acts,    without    regard    to    the 


quality  of  the  latter?  In  a  like  inquiry  a 
negative  answer  was  given  in  Mogul  S.  S. 
Co.  V.  McGregor,  Gow  &  Co.,  21  L.  R., 
Queen's  Bench  D.  544.  The  original  decision 
was  made  by  Lord  Chief  Justice  Coleridge, 
and  affirmed  by  the  court  of  appeals  and  house 
of  lords.  The  defendants  were  an  associated 
body  of  ship-owners.  They  lowered  freights 
against  competitors,  and  prevented  their 
agents  from  being  agents  of  other  companies. 
The  resemblance  to  the  case  at  the  bar  is 
obvious. 

In  this  case  if  the  charges  were  true  there 
could  be  no  doubt  about  the  judgment  which 
should  follow  them.  But  I  do  not  believe  the 
proof  sustains  them.  I  do  not  think  the  board 
was  organized  for  such  purposes.  It  was  in- 
duced by  trade  reasons  to  provide  and  execute 
a  plan  of  competition.  It  would  be  extremely 
inconsequential  to  say  that  the  organization 
had  no  other  pm-pose  than,  or  had  the  chief 
purpose,  to  intermeddle  with  plaintiff's  bus- 
iness, or  compel  its  action  in  any  way,  or  was 
influenced  by  personal  malice  or  ill  will. 

We  hence  come  to  the  consideration  of  the 
means  employed  by  the  defendants.  Did 
they  transcend  the  bounds  of  a  competition 
"waged  (by  defendants)  in  the  interests  of 
their  own  trade'"  There  must  be  damage  to 
the  plaintiff  before  an  action  will  lie.  Damage 
means  legal  injury:  mere  loss  or  disadvantage 
will  not  sustain  the  action. 

For  a  board  company  to  dismiss  its  agent 
because  an  agent  of  plaintiff,  or  to  put  him  to 
an  election  of  service,  is  not  an  illegal  act,  nor 
can  a  court  of  equity  restrain  it,  if  done  with- 
out malice.  The  same  comment  may  be  made 
on  the  act  of  any  such  company,  in  placing  or 
refusing  to  place  insurance  for  plaintiff  or  its 
customers.  Neither  act  is  a  naked  trans- 
gression against  plaintiff.  But  the  San  Jose 
advertisement  exceeds  proper  competition, 
and  advertises  what  is  not  true,  to-wit :  that 
said  local  agent  had  the  right  to  cancel  pol- 
icies issued  by  plaintiff.  The  president  of  the 
board  denies  that  that  organization  has  is- 
sued threats  against  anybody,  at  Salt  Lake 
or  elsewhere,  or  that  threats  have  been  made 
with  the  consent  of  the  board. 

The  injunction  is  continued  as  to  advertise- 
ments like  that  at  San  Jose,  and  against 
threats  like  those  at  Salt  Lake.  In  all  other 
particulars  the  injunction  is  dissolved. 


Ml  TiAL  Reserve  at  San  Jose,  Cal.— Mary 
McClellan  has  sued  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund 
Life  Association  to  collect  .l!i,yoo  alleged  to  be 
due  on  a  life  insurance  policy  of  her  deceased 
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husbaiiil.  The  aeeedent  took  out  a  policy  in 
1892  for  ?;2, GOO.  In  June,  1894,  he  died.  Plain- 
tiflf  chiiriis  that  she  made  pi-opei-  proof  of  death 
but  payment  has  been  refused.  She  finally 
received  §200,  and  nothing  more. 


The  Manhattan  Life  Insurance  Company. 

The  forty-lifth  annual  report  of  the  Man- 
hattan Life  Insurance  Company  of  New  Yoi'k 
jiresents  the  customary  evidence  of  economi- 
cal manasrejneut  and  eminently  sound  coudi- 
.tiou.  The  surplus  is  over  a  million  dollars. 
and  the  assets,  in  round  numbers,  are  .?i4,ood,- 
000.  In  both  respects  the  Manhattan  made 
gains  last  year,  as  well  as  in  premiums  and 
payments  to  policyholders.  We  note  among 
the  assets  such  significant  items  as  these: 
first  mortgage  loans,  .*;4,i38. 183;  federal  bonds 
and  other  securities,  .*3,376.749:  loans  on  poli- 
cies, $704,000;  loans  on  stocks  and  bonds,  ?!g9o,- 
000.  These  entries  give  one  an  idea  of  the  un- 
exceptionable character  of  the  investments 
of  the  Manhattan.  Since  organized  this  com- 
pany has  paid  over  $37. 000.000  to  policyhold- 
ers, and  it  now  pays  them  yearly  some  §^2.000,- 
000,  Gains  were  made  in  California  business 
last  year,  and  in  amount  in  force  in  this  state. 
Coi'responding  gains  wei'e  made  elsewhere  on 
this  Coast.  The  general  agent  is  the  well 
known  John  Landers,  who  has  been  engaged 
in  life  insurance  longer  than  any  other  man  in 
the  West.  ^ 

Judge  McKenua's  Restraining  Order. 
In  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  of 
the  ninth  circuit,  in  and  for  the  northern 
district  of   California. — The    Continejital 
Insurance  Co.  complainants  v.  The  Board 
of  Fire  Underwriters  of  the  Pacific,  et  al., 
respondents : 
The  order  heretofore  issued  by   the  court 
that  the  defendants  show  cause  why  an  in- 
junction pendente  lite    should    not    issue   I'e- 
straining  them  from  doing  the  acts  complained 
of   in    the   complainant's    Bill    of   Complaint, 
having  come  on  regularly  before  the  i-ourt  for 
hearing  upon  the  pleadings  and  afiSdavits  filed 
therein ;  and  both  parties  having  been  heai-d 
in  the  said  matter,  and  due  consideration  had 
in  the  premises : 

It  is  now  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed, 
that  the  said  defendants  and  each  of  them 
and  their  solicitors,  servants,  agents,  at- 
torneys and  employees,  be  and  they  are  here- 
by enjoined  pending  the  final  hearing  of  this 
cause  from  advertising  in  the  publi<-  prints  or 
in  any  other  manner  that  they  or  any  of  them 
have  authority  to  cancel  or  I'ewrite  such  pol- 


icies as  any  assured  may  have  taken  out  or 
may  contemplate  taking  out  in  the  Continen- 
tal Fii'e  Insurance  Company ;  and  the  said  de- 
fendants and  each  of  them,  their  servants, 
agents  and  employees  are  further  enjoined 
until  the  final  hearing  and  deci'ec  in  this 
cause,  from  issuing  any  threats  or  procuring 
any  per.sou  or  persons  in  their  behalf  to  issue 
threats  against  any  members  of  the  public 
holding,  or  contemplating  holding,  of  policies 
of  insurance  in  the  Continental  Insurance' 
Company,  at  any  place  or  point  where  the 
defendants  are  engaged  in  the  business  of  in- 
surance against  fire,  that  such  person  or  per- 
sons in  the  said  communities  holding  said  pol- 
icies shall  be  injured  in  their  business,  if  they 
shall  continue  to  hold  such  policies,  or  if  they 
shall  take  out  insurance  in  the  Continental 
Insurance  Company. 

It  is  further  ordered,  that  except  as  the  said 
defendants  are  herein  specifically  enjoined, 
the  complainant's  motion  for  a  temporai-y  in- 
junction be  denied,  and  that  the  restraining 
order  heretofore  granted  be  and  the  same 
is  hei-eby  discharged  and  set  aside  in  all  mat- 
ters not  specifically  mentioned  in  this  order. 
JosEi'H  McKexna,  Circuit  Judge. 

March  sgth  1895. 


New  President  of  Massachusetts  Mutual. 
John  A.  Hall,  secretary  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.,  has  been  elected  to 
succeed  the  late  Mr.  EdgerJy  as  president. 
Mr.  Hall  has  been  secretary  since  i88i.  He  is 
thoroughly  versed  in  life  insurance  as  well  as 
in  the  affairs  of  his  company.  His  jjwomotion 
to  the  presidency  will  meet  with  the  special 
appi'oval  of  the  tield'men. 


British  America  Assurance  Company. 
The  annual  report  of  this  Toronto  company, 
of  which  H.  M.  Grant  is  now  the  Pacific  man- 
ager, presents  the  following  figures:  Assets, 
.?i,467,482;  surplus,  .S789,o33:  premiums,  •*i,42i,- 
207;  losses,  1^886,376.  These  are  the  home  office 
figures.  The  American  branch  figures  ai-e  as 
follows:  Assets,  $1,164,196;  sui-plus,  §399,816; 
premiums,  §1, 175.584 ;  a  gain  of  $235,000.  Gains 
wei'e  also  made  in  assets  and  surplus. 

Pacific  Coast  Chips. 

—What  will  the  harvest  be* 

— Beware  of  the  fire  Lloyds. 

— After  the  Lindsay  &  Paulson  fire  in  Modes- 
to, Cal.,  a  flask  filled  will  coal-oil  is  said  to 
have  been  found  under  the  rear  of  the  build- 
ing. 
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— Insurance  Commissioner  Hahn  of  Ohio,  a 
recent  visitor,  left  a  good  impression.  He  is  a 
somewhat  fleshy  man,  but  while  here  he 
learned  to  ride  a  bicycle  and  has  since  fallen 
off  a  good  deal. 

—The  attention  of  Manager  Flemming  of  the 
Fidelity  Mutual  Life  Association  of  Philadel- 
phia is  called  to  the  fact  that  his  agents  are 
pursuing  a  reckless  course  of  misrepi-esenta- 
tion  of  old  and  strong  companies,  in  order  to 
get  business  for  the  Philadelphia  weakling. 
We  warn  these  gentry  that  we  shall  treat 
them  to  a  little  I'oast  if  we  hear  of  any  moi-e 
foolish  lying  such  as  they  have  recently  been 
guilty  of. 

—Manager  Watt  of  the  Royal  and  Norwich 
Union  has  rearranged  his  offices.  The  im- 
provement commands  attention  at  once.  Par- 
titions have  been  shifted,  and  the  manager's 
quarters  have  been  brought  forward  and 
within  reach  of  the  patrons  of  the  office. 
Mr.  Watt  likes  the  sunshine,  and  his  office 
has  been  placed  in  the  northwest  corner  fac- 
ing Montgomery  street.  The  type-writing 
department  has  been  partitioned  off  to  the 
ceiling  in  the  southeast  corner,  thus  shutting 
out  the  noise.  Other  alterations  aid  in  the 
expeditious  handling  of  business. 

—President  Benj.  F.  Stevens  of  the  New 
England  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company, 
who  is  now  visiting  San  Francisco,  is  the  au- 
thor of  an  interesting  chapter  of  provincial 
histoi-y,  entitled  "The  Silver  Punch  Bowl 
Made  by  Paul  Revere."  Who  has  not  heard 
of  the  famous  ride  of  Paul  Revere !  Paul  was 
a  mechanic  as  well  as  a  patriot  and  soldier, 
and  he  made  a  silver  punch-bowl  to  commemo- 
rate a  vote  of  the  honorable  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  1768. 
Samuel  Adams  wrote  a  famous  letter  on  the 
stamp  act,  and  for  seven  days  the  legislature 
debated  this  letter.  According  to  "the  king's 
pleasure"  a  vote  was  taken  on  his  require- 
ment to  rescind  the  Adams  letter.  Ninety- 
two  voted  no  and  only  seventeen  voted  aye. 
The  leaders  commissioned  Paul  Revere,  the 
patriotic  silversmith,  to  make  a  silver  punch- 
bowl in  commemoration  of  the  vote.  Mr. 
Stevens  received  a  request  from  a  friend  in 
Philadelphia  to  make  inquii'ies  about  a  Revere 
punch-bowl  understood  to  be  in  or  about  Bos- 
ton. This  seemed  a  hopeless  task,  but  a  clerk, 
who  heard  the  letter  read,  surprised  Mr. 
S.  with  the  information  that  the  identical 
punch-bowl  was  an  heir-loom  of  the  family  of 
a  fellow-clerk  in  the  office  of  the  New  England 
Mutual  Life. 


— The  limit  of  the  new  combination  accident 
policy  of  the  Pacific  Mutual  is  $75  weekly, 
and  not  1^50,  as  stated  in  last  issue. 

—To  Life  Agents.— We  print  this  month  six 
years"  general  and  California  figures  of  all  the 
life  companies  doing  any  new  business  in  this 
field  We  also  print  (in  the  advertising  de- 
partment) a  valuable  compilation  of  the  burst- 
ed  and  reinsured  old  line  companies.  Tear  out 
the  latter  page,  and  preserve  it  for  use  when 
you  are  confronted  with  the  falsehood  of  sev- 
eral hundred  "old  line  failures."  Our  compi- 
lation of  fifty-odd  includes  all  the  actual  fail- 
ures. 

—The  governor  has  appointed  Henry  S.  Ges- 
ford  insurance  commissioner,  on  the  ground 
that  Mr.  Higgins'  appointment  was  irregular. 
Gesford  made  a  formal  demand  for  the  office, 
but  Mr.  Higgins  smiles  and  continues  to  hold 
the  office.  There  being  biennial  sessions  of 
the  legislature  it  has  long  been  the  custom  to 
appoint  the  insurance  commissioner  long  be- 
fore the  vacancy  occurs,  while  the  legislature 
can  confirm  the  appointment.  Mr.  H.  was  ap- 
pointed by  and  took  office  under  the  last  gov- 
ernor. 

— The  Pacific  Mutual  now  occupies  the  .second 
and  third  floors  of  its  home  office  building, 
with  an  accident  agency  on  the  ground  floor 
as  well.  The  general  life  and  accident  de- 
l>artnients  and  state  agency  are  on  the  second 
floor,  and  the  industrial  and  official  depart- 
ments are  on  the  third  floor.  The  latter  has 
been  re-aranged  with  a  view  to  bringing  the 
president's,  secTetary"s,  medical  examiner's 
and  actuary's  offices  on  one  floor,  and  at  the 
same  time  leave  room  for  the  new  and  grow- 
ing industrial  department. 

— A  San  Diego  Complaint.  —The  local  board  of 
San  Diego  has  petitioned  the  Board  of  Fire  un- 
derwriters to  include  that  southern  California 
city  among  the  20  per  cent,  commission  cities. 
The  local  board  refers  to  its  services  in  up- 
holding rates  in  the  present  unpleasantness. 
San  Diego,  recites  the  complaint,  is  the  only 
city  in  the  state  with  a  population  exceeding 
15,000  that  does  not  receive  20  per  cent,  com- 
mission on  business  within  the  city  limits, 
"whereas"  Alameda  and  Berkeley  and  Stock- 
ton, "with  a  less  population,"  receive  20  per 
cent.  We  infer  that  the  San  Diegans  will  be 
satisfied  with  15  per  cent,  if  the  other  fellows 
have  to  put  up  with  a  like  percentage.  It 
might  be  better  for  all  concerned  if  there 
were  a  uniform  rate  of  15  percent.,  or  even, 
less,  throughout  the  whole  Coast. 
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— Send  in  youv  orders  for  the  Coast  Review 
Insm-ance  Chart. 

—Do  you  want  trouble  in  collecting-  a  loss? 
Then  insure  in  a  fire  Lloyds. 

— If  you  should  barrow  money  on  your  life  in- 
surance policy,  assig'u  it  as  "collateral  secur- 
ity." 

^Under  the  law  of  California  no  policy  in  a 
fire  Lloyds  can  be  enforced  in  a  California 
court. 

— A  whole  block  in  Susanvillo,  Cal.,  was 
burned  last  month.  In  1893  the  town  was 
almost  wholly  destroyed. 

— W.  H.  Foulkes  has  been  appointed  a  special 
ag-ent  for  the  Fidelity  &  Casualty.  Mr.  F.  is 
an  experienced  man,  and  was  formerly  with 
the  company  in  Michig-au. 

— By  a  typographical  error  the  German-Amer- 
ican was  deprived  of  a  credit  of  §3,000  in  our 
table  of  business  by  agencies,  and  was  thereby 
lowered  a  couple  of  pegs  in  rank. 

— The  Metropolitan  Plate  Glass  Ins.  Co.,  rep- 
resented by  Mann  &  Wilson,  increased  its 
business  last  year,  and  is  making'  money.  It 
has  %22,444  assets,  of  which  $273,566  is  sui-- 
plus.    Plate  glass  alone  is  insured. 

— Local  agents  should  keep  posted  about  other 
companies'  figures.  It  simplifies  the  investi- 
gation and  memory  to  take  for  granted  the 
fact  that  the  cornpany  with  a  colored  page 
statement  in  the  Coast  Review  has  favorable 
figures. 

— In  the  case  of  Martin  v.  Union  Mutual  Life 
Ins.  Co  ,  Tacoma,  the  defendant  answers  that 
the  insured  is  not  dead,  but  that  he  secretly 
left  the  country,  after  conspiring  with  his 
wife  to  defraud  the  company.  No  proofs  of 
death  were  received.  It  is  also  said  that  the 
lawyers  had  contracted  to  take  the  case  for 
40  per  cent,  of  the  amount  recovered,  if  suc- 
cessful. 

— A  Sensible  Local  Paper. — The  Alameda  Ar- 
gus says:  ''The  insurance  war  is  one  which 
is  fun  for  the  people  but  rather  hard  on  the 
underwriters.  There  ought  to  be  some  way 
of  I'egulating  the  insurance  business  so  that 
such  wars  would  be  impossible.  In  the  long 
run  noboly  will  be  greatly  benefitted,  not 
even  the  iusui'ed.  Insui-ance  is  not  an  ex- 
ception to  the  axiom  that  you  can't  get  some- 
thing for  nothing.  There  must  be  a  compen- 
sation, and  if  it  is  not  made  now  it  will  be 
later  and  in  some  other  way.'" 


— The  new  Oregon  tax  law  is  printed  in  full 
elsewhere  in  this  number. 

— The  lio  quarterly  agents'  license  tax  in 
Arizona  has  been  repealed. 

— President  E.  C.  Irvin  of  the  Fire  Association 
of  Philadelphia  is  visiting  the  Coast. 

— John  D.  Bradford,  Pacific  Coast  manager  of 
the  Fire  Association  of  Philadelphia,  is  seri- 
ously ill  at  St.  Helena,  California.  Mr.  Brad- 
ford has  not  been  in  the  best  of  health  for 
some  months  past. 

— The  local  agents  in  Oakland  have  put  them- 
selves in  a  deep  hole,  from  which  a  number  of 
them  will  never  emerge.  Writing  business 
for  three  years  at  cut  rates  leaves  the  local 
little  to  do  for  the  next  two  or  three  years. 

— The  National  Surety's  technical  impair- 
ment because  of  the  peculiar  reservation  of 
the  Missouri  law  is  referred  to  elsewhei-e,  but 
we  have  since  learned  that  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  dii'ectors  of  the  comisany  to  increase  the 
capital  stock  to  the  required  amount. 

— New  Advertisement. — The  Union  Casualty 
&  Surety  Co.,  St.  Louis,  page  24  Ad.  Dept. 
List  of  general  agents  given.  This  company 
writes  employers  and  public  liability,  steam- 
boiler,  plate  glass  and  casualty  insui-ance. 
Applications  for  agencies  should  be  made  to 
the  company  or  to  its  general  agents. 

— The  Mutual  Fire  has  ceased,  writing  busi- 
ness in  this  field.  The  rate-cutting  was  too 
much  for  it.  Like  the  Northwestern  National 
the  Mutual  Fire  is  able  to  get  bu^ness  only 
by  shaving  board  rates.  If  rates  should  be 
suspended  on  the  Coast  we  should  expect  the 
Northv.-estern  National  to  withdraw  and  seek 
fresh  pastures  where  board  rates  are  main- 
tained. 

— Apropos  of  the  present  situation  the  Monitor 
trots  out  its  California  ''burning  line"  hobby- 
horse and  the  editor  mounts.  The  figures  for 
fourteen  years  show  that  the  losses  in  Cali- 
fornia amount  to  68  cents  on  each  $100  insured, 
while  in  Illinois  during  the  same  period 'the 
loss  was  55  cents  and  in  the  United  States  at 
lai'ge  it  was  51  cents;  in  Oregon  86,  in  Wash- 
ington $2  24,  in  Idaho  $1.97,  in  Montana  86 
cents.  We  trust  that  these  figures  will  be 
hurled  in  t'ne  teeth  of  property-owners  who 
apply  for  cancellation  and  renewal  at  cut 
rates.  But  we  have  before  shown  that  the 
Monitor's  figures  prove  nothing,  because  un- 
derinsui'ance  caused  by  high  rates  would  yield 
similarly  high  "burning  line"  figures. 
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— New  Ads.— Couuecticut  Mutual,  page  30; 
Preferred  Accident,  page  g. 

— The  successful  company  advertises,  and  the 
advertising  company  is  successful. 

— The  Mutual  Fire  is  allowing  its  Califoi'nia 
business  to  run  off  its  books,  we  are  informed. 

— The  fire  chiefs  of  the  Pacific  Coast  hold 
their  annual  meeting  in  Los  Angeles  this 
month. 

—General  Agent  John  Gray  of  the  Washing- 
ton Life  now  occupies  new  offices  at  412  Mont- 
gomery street,  where  many  years  ago  the 
Liverpool  &  Loudon  &  Globe  Ins.  Co.  had 
ofBces. 

— Lloyds  Plate  Glass  Ins.  Co.  of  New  York, 
represented  by  Charles  Christensen,  has  over 
$600,000  assets  and  over  $380,000  surplus. 
Since  organized  the  Lloyds  has  received 
$3,611,881  premiums  and  paid  $1,576,000  losses. 
It  has  no  losses  unpaid  and  no  losses  i-esistcd. 

—The  Hartford  Steam  Boiler  Ins.  Co.  is  the 
largest  of  the  kind  in  the  world.  It  has  $245,- 
000,000  in  force,  and  an  annual  premium  in- 
come, including  inspections,  of  nearly  a  mil- 
lion dollars.  This  company  has  some  $2,000,- 
000  assets,  aud  a  growing  business,  and  we 
are  sorry  to  say  it  manages  to  get  along  with- 
out a  special  card  in  the  Coast  Review. 
Mann  &  Wilson  are  the  general  agents  for 
this  great  enterprise. 

— An  intemperate  barber  in  Oregon  City,  Or., 
went  home  one  evening  recently  and  de- 
manded money  from  his  better-half,  who  was 
compelled  to  hold  the  purse  strings  for  bread 
and  butter  protection.  Upon  being  refused, 
the  barber  threatened  to  burn  his  shop  and  at 
once  proceeded  to  execute  such  threat  by  the 
use  of  the  usual  decoction  of  coal  oil  and  an 
"  auburn  headed  "  match.  He  was  caught  in 
the  act,  arrested,  and  is  now  awaiting  the 
judgment  of  the  court. 

— The  foolish  Mr.  Pittman  of  the  Los  Angeles 
city  council,  mental  twin  of  Mr.  Garland,  de- 
clared it  to  be  folly  to  insure  the  school-build- 
ings, because  "there  is  no  danger  of  lire."  A 
few  days  later  one  of  these  janitor-protected 
fire-proof  structures  burned.  Some  idea  of 
the  Los  Angeles  ability  at  self-government 
may  hereafter  be  inferred  from  the  political 
future  of  the  couucilmen  who  have  voted  to 
insure  no  more  school-houses,  whether  they 
are  "exposed"  risks  or  not.  The  Coast  Re- 
view would  like  to  preserve  in  lamp-black  the 
initials  of  these  Los  Angeles  backwoodsmen. 


— Far  better  a  mutual  than  a  "lloyds"  policy. 
Still  better  neither. 

— San  Jose,  Cal.,  Local  Board. — Newly  or- 
ganized, with  one  local  agent  out.  A  fight 
is  on. 

—A  special  writes :  "The  lack  of  a  uniform 
scale  of  commission  is  always  breeding 
trouble." 

— Bender  &  Fish  of  Reno,  Nev.,  are  not  so 
happy  as  they  were  before  the  fight.  Neither 
are  the  other  fellows. 

— A  local  agent  at  Portland  writes:  "Rate- 
cutting  is  more  indulged  in  by  board  com- 
panies than  by  non-boarders." 

—It  Should  Not  Be  Lost  Sight  Of.— The  aver- 
age fire  insurance  loss  ratio  in  California  out- 
side of  the  Metropolitan  district  is  62  per  cent, 
of  the  premiums. 

— Helena,  Mon.,  Local  Board. — Permanently 
organized,  with  R.  A.  Luke  chairman,  C.  F. 
Ellis  vice  chairman,  L.  W.  Heath  secretary 
and  Col.  Poznanski  treasurer. 

— Gutte  &  Frank  represent  five  marine  com- 
panies, and  a  fire  company  which  has  paid 
neai'ly  $100,000,000  fire  losses  in  fifty  years. 
The  Magdeburg  is  a  great  company. 

— Rates  are  being  cut  in  Pasadena,  Cal.,  not- 
withstanding the  pretensions  and  pledges  of 
the  local  board.  Perhaps  the  local  board  was 
right  in  the  assumption  that  rates  were  about 
25  per  cent,  too  high. 

— An  impostor  is  "doing"  the  local  insurance 
men,  under  the  name  of  Chas.  F.  Burns,  by 
pretending  relationship  with  a  local  agent. 
Paul  M.  Nippert  confesses  that  he  was  vic- 
timized by  the  sharper,  and  helped  him  out  of 
his  "temporary  difficulties." 

— Honor  to  Denny  and  Woodward,  who  were 
"the  only"  senators,  in  the  Oregon  legisla- 
ture, who  voted  nay  on  the  gross  premium  tax. 
When  the  people  of  Oregon  complain  of  high 
insurance  rates,  and  berate  their  fool  legisla- 
tors, let  them  except  the  Hon.  Denny  and  the 
Hon.  Woodward. 

— The  case  of  the  North  British  v.  Lambert 
&  Sargent,  the  Portland  agents  who  wrote  on 
a  prohibited  risk,  is  still  in  the  courts.  First 
the  company  won,  then  the  defendant  locals 
appealed  to  the  supreme  court  and  obtained  a 
reversal  of  the  first  decision.  At  last  accounts 
the  plaintiff  had  decided  to  move  for  a  new 
trial,  the  court  having  allowed  ten  days  there- 
for. 
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— The  Cavender-Fowler  Co.  agency  at  Seattle, 
Wash.,  is  insolvent. 

— The  New  York  Bowery,  organized  iu  1833, 
has  gone  out  of  business. 

— The  Home  Fire  of  Salt  Lake  reports  for  1894  : 
Premiums.  *36,645;  losses,  S3, 798;  business 
written  uud  renewed,  j^i. 900.185. 

— A  local  paper  speaks  of  Salt  Lake  as  "'the 
storm  center  of  the  insurance  disturbance.'' 
The  seenter,  it  seems  to  us.  is  the  policyholder 
looking  for  a  low  rate. 

— The  Siegel-Cooper  store,  Chicago,  has  been 
equipped  with  75,000  sprinkler  heads,  for 
which  protection  a  25  per  cent,  reduction  of 
rate  has  been  granted, 

—The  N-ew  York  State  Mutual,  Jas.  A.  Beat- 
tie,  president,  is  a  new  enterprise  not  deterred 
by  the  untoward  experience  of  the  other  Mu- 
tual Fire  of  New  York  state. 

— Item  from  a  Salem,  Or,,i)aper:  "During 
the  recent  war  the  district  insurance  was  re- 
written at  one  percent,  for  three yeai's,  a  sav- 
ing of  several  hundred  dollai's," 

— Manager  Stolp  of  the  National  Life  of  Ver- 
mont has  been  initiating  his  new  local  agents 
at  Los  Angeles,  S.  P.  Bowen  and  Chas,  E. 
Kowdy,  The  latter  is  a  I'eceut  comer  from 
Charleston,  S.  C,  and  is  an  experienced  in- 
surance man. 

— We  ar€  now  at  liberty  to  say  that  the  au- 
thor of  '"A  Nevada  Adjustment,"  a  contribu- 
tion to  the  Knapsack,  printed  iu  the  March 
Coast  Review,  was  written  by  Ed.  Niles,  as 
no  doubt  many  of  our  readers  guessed.  Mr. 
N,  has  a  line  vein  of  humor  which  he  has  no 
desire  to  convert  into  "a  pay  streak." 

— San  Diego  Local  Boai-d, — The  local  agents 
of  this  southern  California  city  have  thor- 
oughly organized  as  a  local  board  of  under- 
writers. Every  agent  in  the  city  is  a  mem- 
ber, excepting  one  Nason,  representing  the 
Northwestern  National.  It  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  any  representative  of  this  com- 
pany will  join  any  local  board,  since  the  com- 
pany seems  unable  to  get  business  only  by 
shaving  rates.  It  is  notoriously  a  non-board 
company  wherever  it  does  business.  The 
Northwestern  is  able  to  exist  only  by  virtue 
of  the  fact  that  other  companies  combine  to 
maintain  i-ates.  But  to  our  mutton :  The 
San  Diego  local  board  has  adopted  constitution 
and  by-laws  and  the  members  are  firmly  re- 
solved that  there  shall  be  no  rate-cutting  nor 
"rate  war"  in  their  citv. 


— Insurance  Commissioner  Hahn  of  Ohio  is  in 
California,  on  pleasure  bent. 

— DeQuincj-  said  that  the  worst  of  crimes  was 
procrastination.    It  is  treason  to  one's  self. 

— Cori-ections  in  the  Coast  business  by  agen- 
cies will  appear  in  the  Coast  Review  chart. 

— Geoi'ge  E.  Kline,  of  the  Western  depart- 
ment of  the  Continental  at  Chicago,  is  here, 
looking  over  the  farm  business  of  his  company: 

— Colin  M.  Boyd,  of  Boyd  &  Dickson,  local  in- 
surance agents,  has  taken  his  seat  as  fire  com- 
missioner. He  will  make  a  first-class  commis- 
sioner. 

— During  the  week  ending  March  16  the  Mu- 
tual Life  Ins.  Co.  paid  $256,258  iu  death  claims. 
The  return  over  premiums  was  i?!  56, 394. 
Moral:     Insure,  etc. 

—  "Can  insurance  companies  stand  prosper- 
ity;'" asks  Insurance  Post,  From  recent 
events,  we  are  inclined  to  answer,  No.  Look 
at  the  Coast  figures. 

—The  city  business  of  Gutte  &  Frank's 
agency  last  year  was  $54,126,  and  not  $43,206 
as  reported  in  our  agency  table,  which  gave 
the  figures  of  one  company  only. 

—Single  copies  of  the  Coast  Review  Manual 
(the  Otey),  $1.50:  by  the  wholesale,  at  a  rate 
proportionate  to  the  number  first  taken.  If 
your  company  doesn't  present  you  with  a  copy, 
buy  it  for  yourself. 

—The  Bankers'  Life  Association  of  Dej  Moines 
prints  an  attractive  "ad."  in  the  Los  Angeles 
Times  special  edition  of  the  24th  ult.  It  seems 
to  us  that  there  is  some  sarcastic  reference  to 
the  Bankers  Alliance  of  Los  Angeles.  State 
Agent  Stilsou  writes  a  very  good  advertise- 
ment. 

—Everybody's  picture  is  appearing  in  the 
daily  prints— one  day  as  a' leading  under- 
writer, the  next  day,  same  picture,  as  an 
example  of  the  beneficial  effects  of  consuming 
one  hundred  bottles  of  celerine  sarsaparilla. 
Or  is  it  the  other  way.  first  as  the  big  medi- 
cine man,  and  then  as  the  big  insurance  man? 

— The  Spokane  local  board's  formal  and  pi'o- 
tective  resolution  is  to  this  effect:  "Re- 
solved, That  this  board  will  earnestly  resist 
any  effort  on  behalf  of  the  companies,  their 
managers  or  general  agents  or  the  Board  of 
Fire  Underwriters  of  the  Pacific  to  force  any 
agents  to  I'esign  the  agency  of  any  non-board 
company  represented  by  a  member  of  the 
Spokane  Board  of  Fire  Insurance  Agents." 


The  Coast  T{e^ieiv. 


i6- 


— Fire  Lloyds  policies  in  California  are  illegal 
and  uncollectible. 

— Special  Agent  Fogarty  of  Royal  &  Norwich 
Union  is  looking  after  business  in  Montana 
and  Washington. 

— Special  Agent  Gartner  of  Home  &  Phipuix 
for  the  Pacific  Northwest  spent  a  few  days 
in  "Frisco  last  week. 

— "Not  believing  the  rate-war  will  last  long" 

the  Oakland  board  of    education  canceled  its 

school   insurance   and    took   out   three   years' 

policies  at  cut  rates. 

— Chief  Sullivan  draws  a  pen  picture  of  the 

goods   in   a   down-town    store    after   the   fire 

tower  had  played  ou  the  upper  floors,  if  there 

were  no  fire  patrol  protection. 

— The  Fidelity  Mutual  Aid  Association  of  San 

Francisco  advertises  in  a  Los  Angeles  paper 

that  it  "has  $6,000,000  cash  deposits  with  the 

state  of  California  and   Missouri!''     Perhaps 

the  little  weakling  has  $6,000  deposits. 

— A.  R.  Diamond  of  Portland,  Or.,  paid  his  I'e- 

spects  to  the  Coast  Review  and  friends  in  this 

city  early  this  mouth.     Mr.  Diamond  will  join 

the  local  board  of  underwriters  in  Portland 

immediately  on  his  return.     Good  work  of  A. 

F.  Gartner. 

— Reokganization  of  Territory    in  Pai  ipic 

Northwest,  for  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co. 

of   New    York : 

WANTED. — Two  experienced  and  successful 
Special  Agents  and  a  District  Manager. 
Bonds  required.  WILLIAM  S.  POND,  Gen- 
eral Agent  for  Washington,  Oregon  and  Brit- 
ish Columbia,  226-227-228  Bailey  Building, 
Seattle,  Wash. 


—The  Pacific  Mutual  reports  an  increase  of 
new  business  so  far  for  this  year  over  .same 
time  last  year. 

— In  Colorado  foreign  comjianies  must  have  de- 
posits somewhere  in  this  country,  and  all  com- 
panies must  pay  two  per  cent,  gi'oss  premium 
tax.  The  reign  of  Populism  is  not  over  in 
Colorado  and  Oregon. 

—Experience  by  Coast  States.— Owing  per- 
haps to  a  busy  season,  we  are  not  able  to  get 
all  the  premium  and  loss  figures  of  the  fii-e 
offices  by  Coast  states  and  territories,  in  time 
for  this  issue.  We  respectfully  urge  the  fill- 
ing of  the  blanks  as  soon  as  convenient.  These 
returns  make  an  interesting  and  serviceable 
compilation,  and  we  should  like  to  print  them 
in  the  May  Coast  Review. 

— E.  B.  Whitney,  formerly  city  agent,  sued 
the  Fidelity  &  Casualty  company  of  New 
York  for  commissions  which  be  claimed  were 
due  him  on  accident  business  of  the  year  1891. 
The  suit  was  tried  before  Judge  Seawell 
in  this  city  in  the  superior  court,  and 
after  numerous  delays  to  enable  Mr.  Whitney 
to  examine  the  books  of  the  company,  resulted 
in  the  plaintiff  submitting  toxi  non-suit. 

—Manager  Dornin  of  the  National  Fire  issues 
a  circular  on  "the  situation,"  in  which  he  says 
there  is  nothing  in  the  past  record  of  the  bus- 
iness on  this  Coast  which  will  justify  a  serious 
departure  from  the  union  or  board  tariff.  It 
is  scarcely  "supposable,"  he  says,  that  losses 
will  be  suspended  because  of  reduced  rates. 
If  the  experience  of  past  episodes  is  any  in- 
dication, by  reason  of  moi-e  "liberality"  in 
conditions  of  policies,  term  risks,  etc.,  losses 
will  be  rather  increa.sed. 


The  Massac[)usctts  Mutual  Life 

INSUKAKCE     COMPAKY 

Ineorpot'ated    1 85 1 

Assets  Jan.  1, '%,  #1^,6^^,^66.60    :; 


Liabilities,    -     -     14,^09,694.31    x 
Surplus,    -     -     -     1,143,072.20   % 


Definite  imid-iq)  ami  c«,s7(  KHvrender 


values  writien  in  evoy  policy. 


JOHN  A.  HALL.  President  H.  M.  PHILLIPS,  secretary 

C.  M.  T.  PARKER,  General  Agent 

214  Pine  Street,  San  Francisco 
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ADVEKTISEKS   IN   CAPS. 


Directory  of  San  Francisco  Fire  and  Marine 

Tele- 
plione 

General  Agents  and  Covipcinies. 

Address. 

Insurance  Agencies. 

1991 

DUTTON,  Wm.  J . 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn.,  Phila. 

401  Calif. 

Tele- 
phone 

General  Agents  and  Companies. 

Address. 

55SJ 

Rhode  Island  Underwriters 
Union,  Phila. 

DU  VAL,  W.  S 

Continental,  New  York 

5107 

BAILEY,  JAS   D 

412  Calif. 

321  Pine_ 

Ins.  Co.  North  America 

1991 

FIREMAN'S  FUND  INS.  Co. 

401  Calif. 

201 

BALFOUR.  GUTHRIE  &  CO. 

323  Calif. 

(Geo.  W.  Spencer,  Manager! 

128 

W.  H.  C.  Fowler     

216  Sans. 

American,  N.  J. 

Manchester,  Eng. 

5167 

FRIEND,  W.  H 

428  Calif.' 

Caledonian,  Edinburgh 

Merchants,  N.  J. 

33) 

BALFOUR,  GUTHRIE  &  CO.    . 
(A.  H.  Small.  Manager) 
British  &  Foreign  Marine 

316  Calif. 

5597 

GASKILL,  V.  W 

United  States,  New  York 

313  Calif. 

Yangtsze,  Shanghai 

1632 

GRANT,  GEO 

London  Assurance,  London 

501  Montg 

351 

BELDEN  &  COPRAN 

Hartford  Fire 

313  Calif. 

Northern  Assurance.  London 

N.  Y.  Underwriters  Agency 

71 

GRANT,  TOM  C 

North  British  &  Mercantile 

212  Pine 

a72 

BERTHEAU.  CESAR 

210  Sans. 

Germania,  N.  Y. 

288 

GUTTE  &  FRANK 

303  Calif. 

Hanover.  N.  Y. 

Magdeburg.  Germany 

United  Firemens,  Phila. 

Wilhelma.  Germany 

Firemens.  Md. 

National  Marine,  London 
Federal  Marine,  Switzerland 

427 

BOARDMAN,  GEO.  C 

^tna,  Hartford 

514  Calif. 

Associated  Assurance  Co's 

4.13 

GRANT,  H.  M 

423  Calif. 

BRADFORD,  JOHN  D 

3U8  Pine 

American,  N.  Y. 

Fire  Association,  Phila. 

British  America 
Western,  Toronto 

1842 

BROWN.  CRAIG  &  CO 

407  Montg 

Phenix,  Brooklyn 

38 

HARRISON,  Wm.  GREER      .    . 

305  Calif. 

American,  Phila. 

Thames  &  Mersey  Marine 

Pennsylvania,  Phila. 

Svea,  Sweden 

666 

HAVEN,  CHAS.  D.  ........   . 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe 

422  Calif. 

684 

BUTLER  &HALDAN 

413  Calif. 

Phoenix,  London 

1184 

HEROLD,  Jr.,  RUDOLPH     .   . 

415  Calif. 

Providence-Washington,  R.  T. 

Hamburg-Bremen                      , 
Niagara,  N.  Y.                          " 

1466 

CALLINGHAM,  W.  J 

420  Calif. 

Scottish  Union,  Edinburgh 

1086 

HOME  MUTUAL  INS.  CO.  .   . 

318  Calif. 

Orient,  Hartford 

128 

JACOBY,  FRANZ 

216  Sans. 

680 

CATTON,  BELL  &  CO 

Union,  London 

406  Calif. 

Prussian  National 

208 

JAMES,  N.  T 

416  Calif. 

195 

CHRISTENSEN.  CHAS 

317  Calif. 

Alliance,  London 

American-Central,  St.  Louis 
Delaware.  Phila. 

.336 

Wm.  J.  Landers     

205  Sans. 

Pacific.  New  York 

396 

LATON,  CHAS.  A.  .    .' 

Palatine,  Eng. 

439  Calif. 

321 

CRAIG,  HUGH 

312  Calif. 

New  Zealand,  Auckland 

746 

MACDONALD,  WM 

London  &  Lancashire,  Eng. 

315  Montg 

1886 

DEVLIN,  FRANK  J 

309  Sans. 

Atlas,  London 

1034 

MAGILL,  A.  E 

325  Calif. 

698 

DICKSON.  ROBT 

Connecticut,  Hartford 

401  Montg 

Home,  N.  Y. 
Phoenix,  Hartford 

Queen,  New  York 
Royal  Exchange,  London 

169 

MANN  &  WILSON 

Lancashire,  Eng 
Agricultural,  N.  Y. 

322  Calif. 

822 

DORNIN,  GEO.  D 

National,  Hartford 

409  Calif. 

Girard,  Phila. 
Teutonia,  New  Orleans 
St.  Paul 

DRIFFIELD,  V.  C 

213  Sans. 

La  Fonciere  Marine 

Transatlantic,  Hamburg 

L"  Universe  Marine 

5836 

DUGAN,  A.  G 

Springfield,  Mass. 

215  Sans. 

538 

MAXWELL,  J.  D 

Firemens,  N.  J. 

421  Calif. 
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ADVERTISKP.S   IX  c^APS. 


Tele- 
phone 


1554 
1015 
5130 

I6M 

5811) 

5167 
5359 

1666 
5577 

5414 
113 


General  Agen's  and  Companies. 


Address. 


MULLINS,  C.  F 

Commercial  Union,  Eng. 

OKELL.  DONNELL  &  CO.    . 
Patriotic,,  Dublin 

POTTER,  ED.  E 

Franklin,  Phila. 
Williamsburg  City,  N.  Y. 

SPENCER,  D.  A 

Westchester,  N.  Y. 

SPEYER,  WALTER 

Nortli  German,  Genuany 

SYZ,  H.  W 

Helvetia  Swiss 
Baloise.  Switzerland 
Swiss  Marine  Combined. 

SUN  INS.  CO.,  San  Francisco 

TYSON,  GEO.  H 

German-American,  N.  Y. 

Geo.  W.  Turner 

VOSS,  CONRAD  &  CO 

Aaclien  &  Munich,  Germany 
Traders,  111. 
Glens  Falls.  N.  Y. 
Franldurt  Marine 
Bavarian  Lloyd  Marine 

WARREN  &  LANKTREE     . 
Milwaukee  Mechanics,  Wis. 

WATT,  ROLLA  V 

Royal,  Liverpool 
Norwich  Union,  Eng. 


.301  Calif 
411  Calif. 
508  Calif. 

409  Calif. 
225  Sans. 

410  Calif. 

428  Calif. 
435  Calif. 

322  Montg 
204  Sans. 


410  Calif. 
500  Montg 


Tele- 
phone 


San  Francisco  Life,  Accident  and  Miscellan- 
eous Agencies. 


Tele- 
plione 

General  Agents  and  Voinpanies. 

Address. 

AMERICAN  SURETY  Co.,  N.Y. 

331  Pine 

ARCHIBALD,  F.  A 

Union  Central  Life,  Cincinnati 

303  Calif. 

5017 

CADMAN  &  KITTLE 

Standard  Life  and  Accident 

307  Calif.. 

195 

CRISTENSEN,  CHAS 

Lloyd.s  Plate  Glass,  N.  Y. 

317  Calif. 

5244 

DUNPHY,  W.  H 

Home  Life,  N.  Y. 

Flood  Big 

1703 

FIELD,  H.  K 

New  England  Mutual  Life 

Mills   Big 

1376 

FORBES  &  SON,  A.  B 

Mutual  Lire,  N.  Y. 

Mutual 
Life  Big 

1666 


5740 
1609 


1696 


169 


538 


1015 


750 
621 


970 


5161 


17;» 


5.577 


General  Agents  and  Companies . 


FOWLER,  E.  S 

Preferred  Accident,  N.  Y. 

GRAY,  JOHN  H 

Washington  Life,  N.  Y. 

HARMON,  Jr.,  A.  K.  P 

Connecticut  Mutual  Life 

Hartford 


E.  H.  Hart 


HASKELL,  W.  W 

Travelers,  Hartford 

HAWES,  ALEX.  G.    .    .    . 
New  York  Life,  N.  Y. 

HOUGHTON,  H.  B 

^tna  Life  (&  accident)  Conn. 


LANDERS,  JOHN,      .    . 
Manhattan  Life,  N.  Y. 


LEAVITT,  W.  C 

Union  Mutual  Life,  Me. 


MANN  &  WILSON     .... 
Hartford  Steam  Boiler 
Metropolitan  Plate  Glass, 


Address. 


MAXWELL,  J.  D 

London  Guarantee  &  Accident 
New  York  Plate  Glass 


MUNSELL,  Jr.,  JAS.  .    .    . 

Mutual  Beuellt  Lite,  N  J. 


OKELL,  DONNELL  &  CO.    .    . 
Employers'  Liability,  London 

PACIFIC  MUTUAL  LIFE,  S.  F. 
PACIFIC  SURETY  CO.,  S.  F.  . 


PARDEE,  S.  C 

Fidelity  and  Casualty,  N.  Y. 


PARKER,  C.  T.  M 

Massachusetts  Mutual  Life 


PRATT,  GEO.  C 

Provident  Savings,  N.  Y. 

RIPLEY,  GEO.  H 

Equitable  Lite,  N.  Y. 


SMITH,  CLARENCE  M.     ... 
Northwestern  Mut.,  Milwaukee 


Mills  Big 
412  Montg 
Mills   Big 

Chron.  Big 

Mills   Big 

Mills   Big 
212  Sans. 
240  Montg 
419  Calif. 
322  Calif. 

421  Calif. 

415  Montg 

411  Calif. 

508  Montg 
.308  Sans. 
219  Sans. 


STOLP,  G.  M.    ... 
National  Life,  Vt. 


UNITED  STATES  MUT.  ACCI. 

VOSS,  t;ONRAD  &  CO.     .       .    . 
Frankfort  Acci.  &  Plate  Glass 


214  Pine 
405  Montg 
Crock' r  Big 
Phelan  Big 

Crock' r  Big 

401  Calif. 
•iOi  Sans. 
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Fire  Protection  Notes. 

**City  watevvvorks  at  Los  Auj?eles  are  to  be 

enlai'seii. 

**Porterville,  Cal.,  has  voted  a  tax  of  $900  for 

fire  protection. 

**Eureka,  Cal.,  will  probably  buy  the  Ricks 
waterworks  for  $110,000. 

**Victoria  council  has  agrreed  to  set  aside  $t8,- 
8.50  for  improved  fire  protection. 
** Jackson  Republic :    The  Argonaut  reservoir 
on  the  top  of  Oneida  hill  is  finished. 

**The  19,000-gallons  oil-tank  in  East  Napa, 
Cal.,  has  provoked  the  protests  of  underwrit- 
ers. 

**East  Side  Portland  fire  protection  has  re- 
cently been  improved.  There  is  plenty  of 
water. 

**Nine  additional  fire-alarm  boxes  have  been 
added  to  the  San  Jose,  Cal.,  system,  making 
sixty-one  in  all. 

**At  a  recent  fire  in  Walla  Walla,  Wash,  (the 
8th  street  school-house),  water  was  thrown 
through  1 100  feet  of  hose. 

**Merced,  Cal.,  now  has  four  fire  districts, 
with  a  code  of  whistle  signals.  The  night 
watchman  can  sound  the  alarm  at  any  moment. 

**The  fire  underwriting  interests  have  a  repre- 
sentative in  the  San  Francisco  board  of  super- 
visors, in  C.  L.  Taylor,  president  of  the  Sun 
Ins.  Co. 

**The  Anaheim,  Cal.,  authorities  have  re- 
solved not  to  change  the  pump  at  the  water- 
works now,  but  the  proposition  will  be  enter- 
tained later. 

**President  F.  C.  Moore  of  the  Continental 
has  issued  a  vei-y  valuable  and  interesting 
■pamphlet  entitled,  "Water  Supply  and  Pipe 
Distribution,"  in  which  the  following  subjects 
are  treated  at  length,  and  supplemented  by 
several  cai'efully  compiled  statistical  tables : 
"Head  or  Pressure,"  "Tests  of  Water  Press- 
ure," "Frietional  Head,"  "High  and  Low 
Service,"  "Water  Mains  and  Pipe  Distribu- 
tion," "Cast  Iron  Pipe,"  "Supply,"  "Fire 
Boats,"  "Stop  Valves  or  Gates,"  "Number  of 
Fire  Streams  Based  Upon  Population," 
"Pipes  Below  Frost  Line,"  "Hydrants," 
"Hose,"  "Uniform  Size  and  Thread,"  "Steam 
Fire  Engines,"  "Hose  Nozzle,"  "Pipe  Dia- 
gram," "Water  Works  in  the  Univei'sal 
Schedule,"  and  "Fire  Proof  Pumping  Sta- 
tion." 


"To  discontinue  an  advertisenxent,"  said 
John  Wanamaker,  the  largest  advertiser  in 
the  world,  "is  like  taking  down  your  sign.  If 
you  want  to  do  business  you  must  let  the  peo- 
ple know  it.  Standing  advertisements,  when 
changed,  frequently,  are  better  and  cheaper 
than  reading  notices.  They  look  more  sub- 
stantial, and  are  business  like,  and  inspire 
confidence.  I  would  as  soon  think  of  doing 
business  without  clei'ks  as  without  advertis- 


TuK  English  law  in  regard  to  fire  engines  is 
peculiar.  A  farmer  saw  a  hayrick  on  fire  and 
summoned  the  engines,  though  he  had  no  in-' 
terest  in  the  burning  stack.  By  his  interven- 
tion £16  worth  of  hay  was  saved,  but  the 
owner,  a  local  tradesman,  declined  to  pay  the 
bill  of  £12  to  the  fire  brigade  and  the  disin- 
terested, but  unfortunate  farmer  was  found 
liable  for  the  amount.  Collection  would  have 
been  enforced  had  not  the  community  paid  it 
by  subscription.  There's  a  genuine  sixteenth 
century  twang  about  this  incident. — Insur- 
ance World. 


I>ISU RANGE  COMf/ 


For  Fire  Insurance. 

Assets  in  United  States *3,389,093  «0 

Net  Surplus »    631,64.5  88 

Writing  Large  Lines  On  Desirable  Busines.-*'. 

Applications  tor  Agencies  or  lutormation  should 

be  addressed 

For  Eastern  and  Middle  States: 

WILLIAM  BELL,         I  ^   ■    ,  Mana<^ers 

WILLIAM  WOOD.        ,  Joint  Managers. 

WILLIAM  M.  BALLARD,  Branch  Sec'y. 

21  Nassau  ,St.,  (Equitable  Bldg.),        New  York. 

For  AVestern  States: 

GEORGE  M.  FISHER,  Manager, 

205  La  Salle  Street,  Chicago,  111. 

For  Southern  States: 

PINLEY  &  JANVIER,  Managers, 

50-52  Camp  Street,  New  Orleans,  La. 

For  Pacific  Coast: 

CHARLES  A.  LATON,  Manager. 

439  California  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
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Digest  of  Recent  Insurance  Decisions. 

FIRE. 

Glover  v.  Bdchcsfer-Gennan,  Waxh.   S.  C,  39  P. 
R.  3S0. 

APPRAISEMENT. 

In  an  action  to  set  aside  an  award  of  loss, 
there  was  evidence  that  the  appraiser  selected 
by  the  companies  exercised  a  continuous  in- 
fluence over  the  other  appraiser  and  the  um- 
pire, and  that  he  stated  that  he  was  working 
for  the  companies,  and  proposed  to  look  after 
their  interests;  that  every  time  the  insured's 
manager  interfered  it  would  cost  the  insured 
something;  and  that  he  (the  appraiser)  was 
well  paid  by  the  companies,  and  they  could 
well  afford  to  do  it.  It  further  appeared  that 
the  award  was  grossly  inadequate ;  that 
before  arranging  for  arbitration,  and  pending 
negotiations  as  to  the  loss,  the  company  was 
taking  steps  to  obtain  an  appraiser  without 
the  insured's  knowledge;  that  the  appraiser 
obtained  was  accepted  by  the  insured  be- 
cause he  was  highly  recommended  by  the 
company;  that  the  insured's  largest  stock- 
holder, who  had  principal  charge  of  its  busi- 
ness, was  not  aware  of  the  appraiser's  miscon- 
duct ;  and  that  just  before  the  avrard  was 
signed  the  insured   announced  that  it  would 


not  be  bound  by  it,  and  repudiated  it  im- 
mediately when  made.  Held,  that  the  ob- 
jection to  the  appraisement  having  been  made 
in  due  time,  it  should  be  set  aside. 

By  agreeing  to  arbitrate,  the  company 
waives  the  provision  in  the  policy  that,  in 
case  of  dispute  as  to  the  amount  of  the  loss, 
paj-meut  shall  be  made  60  days  after  proofs  of 
loss  are  submitted,  so  as  to  entitle  the  in- 
sured to  interest  on  the  amount  of  his  loss,  in 
case  the  arbitrators'  award  is  set  aside,  from 
the  date  of  the  loss. 


BcUevue  Roller-Mill  Co.  v.  London   A  Lancashire 
F.  Ins.  Co.,  Idaho  S.  C,  39  P.  R.  lUU. 

MANUFACTURING   ESTABLISHMENT. 

A  policy  on  the  flouring  mill  of  the  jjlaintiff, 
the  Bellevue  Roller-Mill  Company,  dated 
September  9,  1893,  for  one  year,  provides  as 
follows:  "This  policy,  unless  otherwise  pro- 
vided by  agreement  indorsed  hereon  or  added 
hereto,  shall  be  void  if  the  subject  of  insur- 
ance be  a  manufacturing  establishment,  and 
cease  to  be  operated  for  more  than  ten  con- 
secutive days."  It  appeared  that  said  mill 
was  compelled  to  suspend  operations  during 
a  portion  of  each  year  because  of  the  water 
freezing  in  the  mill  race  which  conducted  it 
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to  the  mill,  and  that  the  agent  of  the  com- 
pany, knowing  this  fact,  had  granted  repeated 
renewals  of  the  insurance  on  said  mill  for 
periods  of  one  year,  and  that  on  the  gth  of 
September,  1893,  the  policy  sued  on  was  is- 
sued as  a  renewal  for  one  year  of  a  former  pol- 
icy, without  written  application,  and  received 
the  pi-emium  therefor.  On  December  g,  1893, 
the  mill  closed  down,  and  so  remained  until 
May  10,  1894,  when  the  loss  occun-ed.  Held, 
that  under  the  facts  of  this  case,  the  company 
had  waived  the  provision  of  the  policy  above 
quoted. 

UNOCCUPIED. 

Said  policy  contains  the  following  provisions : 
'■This  entire  policy,  unless  otherwise  provided 
by  agreement  indorsed  hereon  or  added 
hereto,  shall  be  void  if  a  building  herein 
described,  whether  intended  for  occupanc.v  by 
owner  or  tenant,  be  or  become  vacant  or  un- 
occupied, and  so  remain  for  ten  days."  Held, 
under  the  facts  of  this  case,  that  the  mill 
building  did  not  become  "unoccupied,"'  with- 
in the  meaning  of  that  word  as  usual  in  said 
policy. 

FOUECLOSUKE. 

Said  policy  contains  the  following  provisions  : 
"This  entire  policy,  unless  otherwise  provided 
by  agreement  indorsed  hereon  or  added 
hereto,  shall  be  void  if,  with  the  knowledge 
of  the  insured,  foreclosure  proceedings  be  com- 
menced, or  notice  given  of  sale  of  any  property 
covered  by  this  policy  by  virtue  of  any  mort- 
gage or  trust  deed."  Held,  that  as  the  fore- 
closure i^roceedings  complained  of  were  not 
commenced,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  in- 
sured, said  provision  of  the  policy'  had  not 
been  violated. 


Agricultural    Ins.  Co  v.   Marrow,  Nrh.   .S.    C,  (13 
N.  m  R.  Si:i. 

.MORTGAGE. 

Where  there  were  proofs  which  tend  to 
show  the  existence  of  a  mortgage  on  property 
when  insured,  and  that  there  was  such  knowl- 
edge of  the  existence  of  such  mortgage  as 
tended  to  show  a  waiver  of  that  condition  of 
the  policy  which  rendered  its  provisions  void 
if  there  existed  a  mortgage  when  such  policy 
issued,  held  erroneous  for  the  district  court, 
after  summarizing  what  facts  might  be 
deemed  a  waiver  of  such  existing  mortgage, 
to  state  that  if  these  facts  were  established 
the  provision  of  the  policy  as  to  incumbrance 
was  eliminated  therefrom,  when  there  had 
been  proofs  of  a  mortgage  having  been  made 
after  the  policy  had  been  issued,  in  respect  to 


which  mortgage  the  condition  of  the  policy  as 
to  the  forfeiture  was,  by  its  terms,  just  as 
applicable  as  to  an  existing  mortgage. 

o        o 
o 

SellerH  v.  Commercial  F.  Ing.  Co.,  Ala.    S.  C.  IG 
S.  R.  798. 

THE   BROKER. 

In  an  action  on  a  policy,  it  appeared 
that  plaintiff  applied  to  an  insurance  bi'oker 
for  insui'ance ;  that  an  application  was  made 
out  by  the  broker  on  a  blank  bearing  the 
imprint  of  an  insurance  company  other  than 
defendant;  and  that  the  broker  did  not  pre- 
tend that  he  was  the  agent  of  defendant. . 
The  application  was  presented  by  the  broker 
to  defendant's  agents,  with  whom  he  had  an 
arrangement  whereby  he  was  to  receive  a 
commission  on  all  insurance  brought  to  them. 
The  policy  was  procured  and  delivered  by  the 
broker  to  plaintiff,  and  the  premium  received. 
The  policy  did  not  indicate  that  the  broker 
was  the  agent.  Held,  that  the  broker  was  the 
agent'  of  plaintiff,  and  hence  that  misrepre- 
sentations in  the  application,  due  to  an  error 
of  the  broker,  which  were  made  warranties, 
avoided  the  policy. 

W.ilVEK. 

Where  the  insured  is  led  to  believe  through 
negotiations  with  the  company  that  his  loss 
would  be  adjusted,  the  company,  by  its  actions, 
waives  a  condition  of  the  jjolicy  that  suit  must 
be  brought  within  six  months  ^fter  the  loss. 
David  V.  Oakland  Home  Ins.  Co.  (Wash. )  443. 

0        o 

o 

Summcrfichl  v.  Phoenix  Asstir.  Co.,  G^F.  R.  292. 
builders'  certificate. 
A  policy  contained  a  clause  requiring  the  in- 
sured, within  30  days  after  a  iire,  to  furni.sh 
preliminary  proofs  of  loss,  containing  certain 
information  about  the  risk,  and  another  clause 
requiring,  if  the  claim  of  loss  was  for  a  build- 
ing, that  the  insured  should  procui-e  and  at- 
tach to  the  preliminary  proofs  of  loss  a  duly 
verified  certificate  of  a  builder  as  to  the 
actual  cash  value  of  the  building  immediately 
before  the  fire.  Held,  that  this  requirement 
was  suificiently  complied  with  by  the  insured 
procuring  from  a  responsible  firm  of  builders 
an  itemized  estimate  of  the  cost  of  rebuilding 
the  burned  building,  signed  by  them  as 
architects  and  builders,  but  not  sworn  to,  and 
attached  to  the  pi-eliminary  proofs  of  loss  more 
than  30  days  after  the  fire. 

WoijKING   OF    carpenters. 

The  policy  also  contained   a  clause  that  the 
woi'king  of  carpenters  in  building,  altering  or 


Ths  Coast  T^eview. 


i6g 


repairinfr  the  premises,  M-ould  vitiate  the  pol- 
icy. Held,  that  the  policy  was  not  avoided, 
under  this  clause,  by  the  fact  that,  on  the 
day  before  the  fire,  a  carpenter,  under  in- 
structions to  make  certain  alterations,  had 
gone  upon  the  premises  and  removed  two 
small  pieces  of  stair  rail,  no  actual  connection 
appearing-  between  the  flre  and  the  carpen- 
ter's presence  or  work. 

o         o 
o 

McAUastcr  v.  Niaoara   F.  lus.    <'o.,  iV.  1',  S.  C, 
.'«  y.  Y.  Siipi).  333. 
RIGHT   TO   REPLACE. 

A  policy  provided  that  the  company  may 
either  pay  the  loss,  or  replace  the  property ; 
that,  if  it  should  elect  to  pay  the  loss,  the 
amount  should  not  be  payable  until  60  days 
after  receipt  of  "due  notice,  ascertainment, 
estimate,  and  satisfactory  proof  of  loss,"'  in- 
cluding an  award  by  appraisers  when  ap- 
praisal has  been  required ;  but  that,  if  it 
elects  to  replace  the  property,  it  must  give 
notice  of  its  intention  within  30  days  after  re- 
ceipt of  "the  proof  herein  required."'  Held, 
that  notice  of  intention  to  replace  the  pi'op- 
erty  must  be  given  within  30  days  after  re- 
ceipt of  proof  of  loss,  and  not  within  30  days 
after  service  of  an  award  of  the  arbitrators, 
where  an  appraisal  was  required. 

o        o 
o 

Syndicate,  et  al.    v.    Boftji,   U.    S.    C.    C,  60    F. 
R.  1G4. 

INTEREST   OF   MORTG.iGEE. 

The  effect  of  the  "union  mortgage  clause," 
providing,  among  other  things,  that  the  in- 
surance, as  to  the  interest  of  the  mortgagee, 
shall  not  be  invalidated  by  any  act  or  neglect 
of  the  mortgagor,  nor  by  any  change  in  title 
or  possession,  provided  the  mortgagee  shall 
notify  the  company  of  any  change  coming  to 
the  mortgagee"s  knowledge,  and  that  when 
the  company  shall  pay  the  mortgagee  for  a 
loss,  and  claim  that  no  liability  existed  as  to 
the  mortgagor,  it  shall  be  subrogated  to  all 
rights  of  the  mortgagee  under  securities  held, 
when  such  clause  is  attached  to  a  policy  run- 
ning to  the  mortgagor,  is  to  make  a  new  and 
separate  contract  between  the  mortgagee  and 
the  company,  and  to  effect  a  separate  insur- 
ance of  the  interest  of  the  mortgagee,  depend- 
ent for  its  validity  solely  upon  the  course  of 
action  of  the  company  and  the  mortgagee,  and 
unaffected  by  any  act  or  neglect  of  the  mort- 
gagor, of  which  the  mortgagee  is  ignorant, 
whether  such  act  or  neglect  was  done  or  per- 
mitted prior  or  subsequent  to  the  issue  of  the 
mortgage  clause. 


Milwaukee  Mechanics  Ins.  Co.  v.  Niewcdde,  hid. 
A.  C.  3D  N.  E.  n.  7.57. 

CHATTEL    MORTGA(iE. 

The  record  of  a  chattel  mortgage  does  not 
charge  an  insurer  with  notice  thereof,  so  as 
to  render  a  failure  to  cancel  a  policy  on  the 
property  a  waiver  of  a  condition  against  mort- 
gage incumbrances. 

The  right  to  forfeit  a  polie.y  under  a  con- 
dition that  the  policy  shall  be  void  if  the 
property  become  "incumbered  by  a  chattel 
mortgage"  after  the  issue  of  the  policy  is  not 
waived  by  a  failure  of  the  insurer  to  require 
an  answer  to  a  question  in  the  application  re- 
garding pre-existing  incumbrances. 

Where  a  policy  provides  that  it  shall  be  void 
if  the  property  "be  or  become  incumbered," 
the  question  whether  the  execution  of  a 
mortgage  increased  the  risk  is  immaterial. 


LIFE. 
Glasscy  v.  MetropoUtaii  L.  his.  Co.  N.  Y.   S.   V. 

INSURABLE   INTEREST. 

Where  an  ai)plicant  for  life  insurance  caused 
the  policy  to  be  issued  in  favor  of  another, 
the  effect  is  the  same  as  if  it  had  been  issued 
to  the  applicant,  and  assigned  to  such  other 
person ;  and  therefore  the  policy  is  not  subject 
to  the  objection  of  want  of  insurable  interest. 


Smith   V.  Provident  Savinu!<,   V.  S.    V.   A.,  65   F. 
E.  765. 

PREMIUMS — OHEDIT — AGENT. 

The  provision  in  the  contract  of  agency  be- 
tween a  company  and  a  general  agent  that 
"agents  crediting  *  *  *  pi-emiums  not  act- 
ually received  do  so  at  their  own  risk,  and 
must  look  to  the  policyholder  for  reimburse- 
ment. The  society  does  not  ask  or  desire 
you  to  take  this  risk," — is  evidence  that  the 
company  was  aware  of  the  practice  of  its 
agents  to  give  credit,  and,  in  connection  with 
evidence  of  the  agent's  practice  of  giving 
credit  on  the  first  premium,  shows  a  greater 
actual  authority  than  is  implied  from  the  pro- 
vision of  the  polii'y  that  it  shall  not  take 
effect  unless  the  premium  is  actually  paid,  so 
that  a  delivery  by  the  agent  of  a  policy  with- 
out receiving  payment  would  constitute  a 
waiver  of  any  such  provision. 

In  view  of  the  provision  in  a  contract  of 
agency  with  a  life  company  that  agents  cred- 
iting premiums  not  actually  received  do  so  at 
their  own  risk,  a  provision  expressly  with- 
holding from  the  agent  authority  to  give  cred- 
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it  will  be  iiiterpieted  to  mean  credit  for  the 

conipanv. 

*  *  * 

ACCIDENT. 

Henderson   v.   Trorclrrs'   Ins.  Co.,  U.    S.  C.  C.,65 

F.  R.  43S. 

KEFOKMISG  COXTKAfT. 

R.  &.  J.  were  the  general  agents  of  the  T. 
Ins.  Co.,  having  authority  to  receive  and  pass 
upon  applications  for  insurance  and  complete 
contracts  without  referring  them  to  the  com- 
pany. One  H.  applied  to  them  for  life  insur- 
ance, and  informed  them  that  he  was  in 
danger  of  being  attacked  and  killed,  and  de- 
sired a  policy  which  would  protect  his  family 
in  that  event.  R.  &  J.  assured  him  that  the 
policy  to  be  issued  would  be  good  in  such  case. 
The  policy  issued,  which  was  received  and 
accepted  by  H.  without  reading  it,  contained 
a  condition  to  the  effect  that  it  should  not  be 
good  if  the  insured  came  to  his  death  by  in- 
tentional injuries  inflicted  by  another  person. 
Upon  renewing  the  policj',  a  year  after  its 
issue,  H.  again  inquired  if  it  would  be  good  in 
case  he  was  killed,  and  R.  &  J.  again  assured 
him  that  it  would.  Held,  that  the  condition 
as  to  death  by  intentional  injury  was  waived, 
and  that  the  policy  should  be  reformed  by 
omitting  said  condition. 
*  *  * 
SUJtETT. 
Lombard  [nvestment  Co.  v.  American  Surety  Co., 
U.  S.  C.  C,  65  F.  R.  476. 

RECOVERY   FOR   DEFAULT. 

Under  a  bond  given  an  emploj'er  for  the 
term  of  a  year  by  which  a  company  covenants 
that,  during  its  continuance,  his  employe  shall 
faithfully  perform  his  duties,  and,  at  the 
cessation  of  said  employment,  he  shall  turn 
over  to  the  employer  all  money  and  property, 
and  indemnifies  the  employer  against  loss  by 
default  of  the  employe,  occurring  during  the 
continuance  of  the  bond,  and  discovered  dur- 
ing said  continuance,  or  within  six  months 
thereafter,  or  within  six  months  from  thy 
death,  dismissal,  or  r-Jtirement  from  the  en^- 
ployer's  service  of  the  employe,  recovery  can 
be  had  for  no  default  not  discovered  within 
six  months  after  the  termination  of  the  year 
for  which  the  bond  was  given,  notwithstand- 
ing the  employe  thereafter  continued  in  the 
employment,  and  similar  bonds  were  given 
from  vear  to  vear. 


had  given  the  company  i86  years  of  service. 
This  is  beaten  by  six  officials  of  the  Fi'anljlin 
Fire  Ins.  Co.  of  Philadelphia,  who  had  seen 
237  years  of  continuous  service  with  it. 


liegal  Tender. 

In  an  action  on  a  policy  insuring  against 
damage  by  wind,  and  excluding  damage  by 
water,  it  is  proper  to  insti'uct  the  jury  that, 
if  the  dominating  cause  of  the  injury  was 
wind,  the  policy  covered  the  loss;  if.  watct, 
tliat  it  did  not  cover  it;  and  no  instructions 
relative  to  damage  by  water  need  be  given, 
in  the  absence  of  evidence  of  damage  by 
water,  distinguishable  from  that  by  wind. — ■ 
Phenix  Ins.  Co.  v.  Charleston  Bridge  Co.  (C. 
C.  A.)  628  F.  R. 

A  policy,  where  there  is  doubt  as  to  its 
meaning,  should  be  construed  most  strongly 
against  the  insurer. — Phenix  Ins.  Co.  v.  Wil- 
cox &  Gibbs  Guano  Co.  (C.  C.  A.)  724  F.  R. 

The  words  "subject  to  coinsurance  clause,"' 
in  a  policy,  have  in  themselves,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  evid 
ing. — Same. 


Five  officials  of  the  Hartford  Fire  Ins.  Co. 
met  recently  at   a  banquet  in  Chicago  who 


File  Insurance  in  Eui'ope. 

In  Europe  the  contract  for  insurance,  which 
we  call  a  policy,  cannot  be  rescinded ;  an 
agreement  once  made  must  run  its  stated 
period,  and  can  be  cancelled  by  neither  party. 
This  custom  makes  the  insurer  more  cautious 
before  he  writes  the  policy  ;  he  does  not  part 
with  it  until  he  receives  the  premium,  Avhich 
may  then  be  considered  as  earned,  except  in 
case  of  fire.  Here  the  assured  maj-surrender 
his  policy  at  any  time,  and  call  for  the  return 
of  part  of  the  premium;  the  insurer  may  can- 
cel the  contract  when  he  refunds  the  prem- 
ium. So  long  as  the  character  of  our  risks  is 
subject  to  unexpected  change,  it  is  question- 
able if  our  underwriters  would  be  safe  in 
adopting  this  EuroiJcan  custom,  but  we  can 
learn  something  from  their  sj-stem  of  agencies. 

All  companies  in  Cormany  employ  a  number 
of  "general  agents.'"  one  in  every  important 
commercial  center,  a\  ho  alone  is  empowered  to 
issue  policies.  These  agents  are  either  sal- 
aried clerks  who  have  long  been  in  service 
and  are  thus  rewarded,  or  they  are  chosen 
among  the  reputable  merchants  or  bankers  of 
the  locality.  Thej-  consider  the  appointment 
a  distinction ;  they  are  paid  bj-  a  commission 
of  15  per  cent,  on  premium  receipts;  they  re- 
turn 10  percent,  to  sub-agents  for  procuring 
the  business ;'  what  is  not  absorbed  from  the 
rest  by  clerk-hire  represents  their  perquisite. 
Sub-agents  are  chosen  among  small  tradesmen 
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and  subaltern  civil  officers ;  they  must  have  a 
good  reputation  and  occupy  a  social  position, 
and  one  agent  can  represent  only  a  single  com- 
pany. In  this  way  an  efficient  and  honest 
management  of  agencies  is  secured.— The 
Forum. 

Electricity  and  its  Relation  to  Fires. 

The  general  use  of  electricity  has  introduced 
a  very  uncertain  element  into  the  fire  hazard. 
So  sudden  have  been  the  changes  in  the  meth- 
ods of  lighting,  heating,  and  traveling,  and  so 
common  has  become  the  application  of  electri- 
city to  man3'  household  purposes,  that  little 
preparation  therefor  has  been  possible,  and 
means  wherewith  to  calculate  the  effects  of 
these  changes  are  few  and  difficult  to  obtain. 
Our  people  have  not  stopped  to  count  the  cost 
to  life  and  property  which  the  general  intro- 
duction of  this  element  has  produced,  so  eager 
have  they  been  for  the  enjoyment  of  its  bene- 
fits. Hasty  installation,  imperfect  wiring  and 
improper  insulation  are  the  natural  results  of 
the  situation,  and  in  their  turn  have  produced 
other  disastrous  results.  During  the  year 
ending  October  i,  1894,  four  hundred  and 
seventy-five  fires,  entailing  a  loss  of  nearly 
Si, 500,000,  are  reported  to  have  been  caused 
by  electricity.  These  figures  by  no  means 
give  a  complete  statement  of  the  fire  loss  in 
this  country  from  this  cause,  because  there  are 
only  a  comparatively  few  (thirty-five)  dis- 
tricts, covering  a  small  portion  of  the  country, 
where  inspection  is  had,  and  because  so  many 
fires  destroy  all  evidences  of  their  origin.  In 
many  of  these  the  loss  was  nominal,  although 
in  quite  a  large  proixjrtion,  tens  of  thousands, 
and  even  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars 
worth  of  property,  was  destroyed.  Beyond 
the  direct  loss  of  property  comes  the  destruc- 
tive results  which  currents  iiaperfectly  re- 
turned produce.  The  destruction  of  water 
mains  in  this  way.  itself  indirectly  increases 
the  hazard,  and  the  destruction  of  gas  mains 
creates  additional  risks.  To  imperfect  instal- 
lation and  poor  insulating  materials  is  due  a 
large  isroixjrtion  of  the  fii-es,  while  burying 
wires  improperly  protected  in  walls  and  under 
floors  has  produced  serious  damage  in  many 
cases. 

BIKY    THE   WIRES. 

I  have  said  improperly  protected,  be- 
cause I  believe  that  all  wires  when  properly 
protected  should  be  buried ;  for  not  only  is  the 
sight  of  a  large  number  of  wires  unpleasant  to 
the  eye,  but  they  are  a  menace  to  both  life 
and  property,  and  in  our  crowded  cities  pre- 
vent ready  access  to  burning  buildings  and 


interfere  with  the  work  of  the  firemen.  Fires 
from  these  causes  being  frequent,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  insuring  public  should  be  drawn  to 
the  matter.  The  companies  are  already  look- 
ing out  for  it.  Inspection,  in  cases  where  it 
has  already  been  had.  shows  that  many  build- 
ings are  imperfectly  wired.  It  is  within  the 
province  of  an  expert  electrician  to  discover 
the  causes  which  immediately  produce  this  in- 
creased hazard  and  to  suggest  the  remedies. 

Fire  insurance  companies  are  meeting  this 
question  in  many  places  by  enforcing  sti-ing- 
ent  rules  regulating  the  placing  of  all  wires 
in  buildings  and  the  kx-ation  and  use  of  elec- 
trical apparatus. 

Some  cities  have  by  ordinance  provided  for 
the  inspection  and  regulation  6i  all  electi-ical 
constructions,  and  it  would  seem  wise  to  pro- 
vide, in  all  our  larger  cities  and  towns  at 
least,  that  the  supervision  of  this  matter  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  competent  authorities. 
This  is  now  done  in  Boston  with  good  results. 
During  1S94  the  number  of  fires  there  due  to 
this  cause  was  less  than  the  mumber  five 
j-ears  ago,  although  the  use  of  electricity  was 
probably  twice  as  extensive.  That  this  im- 
provement may  be  due  to  some  extent  to  more 
accurate  knowledge,  is  undoubtedly  true. 

CITIZENS,    .A.TTEXTIOS. 

All  good  citizens  should  secure  their  prop- 
erty against  conflagration,  whether  it  be  by 
enlarging  the  water  supply,  improving  their 
fire  departments  and  their  fire  apparatus, 
regulating  the  construction  of  buildings,  or  in- 
specting the  motors  and  wires  by  means  of 
which  their  houses  are  heated  and  lighted, 
and  their  personal  comforts  increased. 

Anything,  therefore,  which  tends  to  secur- 
ity and  protection  should  receive  their  con- 
sideration, and  it  does  not  seem  unreasonable 
that  the  attention  of  our  municipal  govern- 
ments be  called  to  the  matter.  I  heartily 
agree  with  the  Committee  of  Lighting.  Heat- 
ing, and  Patents,  of  the  National  Board  of 
Fire  Underwriters,  in  their  recommendation 
made  at  the  last  annual  meeting  of  that  body, 
to  the  effect  that  there  be  established  "a  sys- 
tem of  licenses  from  municipal  authorities,  for 
mechanics  who  install  electrical  plants,  at 
least  as  sti-ingent  as  that  which  in  many  cases 
is  required  for  licensed  plumbers." — Insur- 
ance Commissioner  Mansfield.  Conn. 


Six  j'ears'  business  failures  in  the  United 
States,  as  compiled  by  Bradstreet's,  show 
that,  1892  was  the  most  prosperous  and  that 
1S93  was  the  year  of  greatest  depression.  The 
liabilities  for  1892  were  !!io8,6oo,ooo,  and  for 
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1893   they  were   :S;382, 154,000.     Last   year   the 
liabilities  wei'e  only  $131, 200,000. 


"A  Mutual  Reserve  Fund." 

Several  assessment  or  non-legal  reserve 
companies  maintain  what  is  called  a  '"reserve 
fund"  which  is  alleged  to  be  a  special  pro- 
tection to  the  ' '  insured. ' '  The  said  fund  ' '  may 
be"  used  to  pay  death  claims  in  excess  of  the 
experience  table  of  mortality.  Before  that 
contingency  occurs  the  association  usually 
fails.  In  People  v.  Life  Union  the  supreme 
court  of  New  York  held  that  on  the  dissolu- 
tion of  an  association  the  reserve  fund  is  dis- 
tributable exclusively  among  holders  of  cer- 
tificates in  force,  and  that  death  claimants 
wei-e  not  entitled  to  share  therein.  This  was 
the  position  taken  years  ago  by  the  Coast  Re- 
view when  discussing  the  Bankers  &  Mer- 
chants Life  association  and  its  mythical  re- 
serve fund. 

Life  Insurance  Medicos. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  medical  examiners 
there  was  a  discussion  of  points  of  difference 
between  English  and  American  practices.  We 
make  some  quotations,  without  naming  the 
speakers : 

The  most  striking  feature,  perhaps,  of  life 
assurance  in  America  is  its  colossal  size.  Dr. 
Rogers,  of  the  New  York  Life,  handed  me  a 
book,  which  showed  that  between  300  and  500 
medical  reports  were  made  everj'  day  at  his 
ofiBce.  The  quality,  however,  of  the  material 
presented  to  the  medical  officers  for  accept- 
ance or  refusal  is  of  greater  importance  'than 
the  quantity. 

Fradulent  attempts  to  obtain  policies  on  bad 
lives  are  more  common  in  America  than  in 
England.  The  extensiveness  of  the  area  over 
which  the  American  offices  opei-ate,  and  the 
well-known  "enterprise"  of  American  agents, 
favoring  these  attempts.  To  borrow  a  word 
from  iire  insurance  diction,  the  moral  hazard 
in  America  is  greater  than  in  England. 

In  America  the  offices  belonging  to  the  asso- 
ciation send  the  names  and  descriptions  of  all 
applications  refused  by  them,  and  in  some 
cases  of  those  deferred,  to  a  central  bureau, 
where  a  list  is  kept  for  reference.  Such  an 
organization,  though  of  the  greatest  value  in 
America,  would  not  in  England,  I  believe,  bo 
of  sufficient  utility  to  compensate  for  the  labor 
attached  to  working  it. 

AMERICAN    AXD    ENGLl.SU. 

The  English  system,  according  to  which  the 
medical  officers  are  simply  advisers  and  have 
ample  time  for  private  practice,  gives  greater 


opportunities  of  keeping  in  touch  with  the 
medical  movements  of  the  day.  The  Ameri- 
can method,  on  the  other  hand,  offers  in  the 
form  of  large  salaries  greater  inducements  to 
give  attention  to  the  special  points  involved  in 
life  assurance. 

The  material  from  which  the  American  med- 
ical dii-ectors  choose  the  medical  examiners 
next  demands  consideration.  In  the  States 
are  to  be  found,  on  the  one  hand,  some  of  the 
best  schools  of  medicine  in  the  world,  and  off 
the  other,  corporate  bodies  ready  to  grant 
medical  degrees  for  money  payments,  without 
requiring  proofs  of  professional  knowledge  of 
any  account.  It  thus  happens  that  in  America' 
there  are  to  be  found  practising  side  by  side 
men  of  the  greatest  eminence  in  medical 
science  and  the  most  ignorant  and  worthless 
charlatans. 

There  is  also  a  system  now  established 
amongst  the  offices  belonging  to  the  associa- 
tion of  medical  directors  to  remove  from  the 
lists  of  examiners  those  who  have  proved  un- 
fit for  the  post.  Any  office  who  discovers  an 
examiner  guilty  of  dishonesty,  incapacity,  or 
gross  personal  misconduct,  not  only  strikes  his 
mame  off  its  own  list  of  examiners,  but  noti- 
fies the  fact  to  a  central  bureau,  and  all  the 
other  offices  at  once  likewise  strike  him  off. 

IN    SAX    FRAXCISCO. 

About  5  per  cent.,  I  was  told,  of  all  examin- 
ers appointed  are  struck  off  in  this  manner.  I 
was  shown  a  card  containing  the  name  of  a 
well-known  physician  in  San  Francisco,  who 
had  been  dismissed  for  dishonesty  having 
passed  as  a  good  life  a  man  who  was  dying  of 
alcoholism.  Although  there  is  less  necessity 
in  England  for  rigor  in  this  matter,  I  believe 
the  American  system  might  be  copied  to  some 
extent;  referees  are  sometimes  appointed 
without  sufficient  guarantee  of  their  pro- 
fessional attainments.  Again,  when  a  referee 
is  discovered  by  one  office  to  be  unworthy  of 
confidence,  the  fact  might,  with  advantage, 
be  notified  to  other  offices.  An  attempt  to  or- 
ganize a  system  of  this  kind  has  recently  been 
made  in  England,  but  hitherto  withoiit  suc- 
cess. 

The  general  modes  of  procedure  differ  in 
America  and  in  England  in  certain  points, 
difficult  to  understand,  except  it  be  remem- 
bered that  there  is  an  essential  difference  be- 
tween the  significance  of  a  policy  granted  by 
American  and  English  offices.  In  England  the 
aim  of  all  offices  is  to  make  the  policies  indis- 
putable ;  this  object  is  to  be  attained  only  bj'' 
taking  the  greatest  care  to  enquire  into  fit- 
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ness  of  the  applicant,  indepently  of  statements 
made  bv  himself. 

AN    ENGLI.«n    CHESTNUT    SXEER. 

Whether  a  lengthy  medical  form  is  a  neces- 
sity, in  America  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  dis- 
cuss, but  the  questions  relating  to  grandpar- 
ents, usually  included  in  these  forms,  can  re- 
sult only  in  vexatious  waste  of  time.  It  is 
useless  to  make  any  inquiries  of  the  applicant, 
except  in  a  very  general  way.  concerning  any- 
one outside  the  immediate  family  circle.  In  a 
new  country  like  America,  however,  as  Dr. 
Curtis  said  at  the  banquet,  it  is  perhaps  a 
satisfaction  for  the  offices  to  know  that  an 
applicant  really  had  had  a  grandmother. 

In  America,  as  in  England,  there  is  stored 
up  in  some  of  the  older  offices  a  large  amount 
of  material  for  the  investigation  of  doubtful 
medical  points  in  life  assurance,  such  as  the 
significance  of  a  family  history  of  phthisis  or 
cancer. 

The  subject  of  slightly  inferior  lives  must 
not.  however,  be  passed  over.  In  America, 
additions  to  premiums  are  almost  unknown, 
endowment  policies  for  variable  periods  take 
their  place.  This  method,  no  doubt,  is  justi- 
fied when  the  special  danger  of  the  case  may 
be  expected  to  arise  in  advanced  life:  but.  in 
the  case  where  extra  risk  exists  all  through 
life,  the  granting  of  an  endowment  jwlicy  only 
i-educes  the  probable  loss  but  does  not  abolish 
it. 

CANCER. 

Another  speaker  said :  Last  winter  his 
office  asked  him  to  make  some  inquiries  with 
regard  to  cancer.  Though  every  case  must  be 
judged  on  its  own  merits,  the  object  was  to 
see  if  they  could  come  to  some  conclusion  on 
cases  in  which  a  man's  father  or  mother  or 
brother  or  sister  had  died  of  cancer.  He  was 
empowered  to  go  to  the  best  authority  he 
could  find  to  assist  him.  He  went  to  Sir 
James  Paget,  and  had  a  long  talk  with  him. 
He  showed  Sir  James  a  large  number  of 
queries,  and  that  gentleman  said,  "I  should 
have  to  answer  them  all  in  the  negative." 
He  could  not  say  that  the  fact  of  a  man's 
father  or  mother  dying  of  internal  cancer 
would  absolutely  make  any  difference  in  his 
prospect  of  life. 

IN'DEED.    INDEEII. 

Another  John  Bull  said  :  He  did  not  think 
they  had  very  much  to  learn  from  their 
American  brethren  in  the  matter  of  life  as- 
surance. One  or  two  points  in  the  paper  were 
worthy  of  very  considerable  notice,  and  one 
above  aU  the  others.     He  had  suffered  from  it 


that  morning,  and  the  day  before,  and  this 
had  impressed  this  point  upon  his  mind.  He 
referred  to  the  enormous  number  of  questions 
the  American  offices  require  to  be  asked  and 
answered  by  the  medical  examiner.  Both 
yesterday  and  to-day  he  received  a  form  for 
assurance  from  a  well-known  American  office; 
and  before  coming  to  the  meeting  he  thought 
he  would  ascertain  if  the  estimate  that  these 
papers  contain  about  loo  questions  was  cor- 
rect. He  found  that  in  one  case  he  had  about 
130.  and  in  the  other  over  120  questions  to  ask 
and  answer.  He  thought  it  was  unreasonable 
to  submit  such  a  number  of  questions  to  a 
medical  man. 

Phoenix  of  Hartford. 
Increased  assets  and  net  surplus,  and  a  very 
large  gain  in  i^remium  income,  with  the  low- 
est loss  ratio  for  several  years.  Handsome  bal- 
ance on  the  year's  business.  Sample  figures 
from  the  annual  statement :  Assets,  in  round 
numbers,  -?5.6oo,ooo.  a  gain  of  nearly  .*ioo,ooo: 
surplus  to  policyholders,  .*2,738.ooo,  reinsur- 
ance reserve,  §2,327,261,  a  large  gain;  prem- 
iums, S3.5o8,ooo,  a  gain  of  over  §201,000.  The 
Phoenix  of  Hartford  is  one  of  the  oldest, 
strongest  and  largest  American  fire  offices. 
The  Pacific  department,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Home  of  Xew  York,  is  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Arthur  E.  Magill,  whose  general 
agency  ranks  among  "the  upper  ten"  in  the 
table  of  C!oast  agency  business. 


Statements  in  application  for  insurance  can 
be  regarded  as  warranties  only  when  acted  on 
by  the  insurer.  L.  L.  G.  v.  Stern,  Tex.  C.  A. 
■\Vhere  jxilicy  is  open,  and  not  valued,  over- 
valuation by  insured  is  immaterial,  in  absence 
of  actual  fraud,  and  does  not  avoid  policy. 
Same. 

A  PECULIAR  but  creditable  experiment  in  the 
publishing  line  is  A.  Arthur  Reade's  "Busi- 
ness,'' a  London  print  devoted  to  life  insur- 
ance. It  is  a  handsome,  bright  little  thing, 
with  contents  written  chiefly  to  "popularize" 
life  insurance.  "Business"  is  good,  and 
Reade's  well. 

On  Her  Majesty's  Service.— So  reads  the 
address  on  the  wrapper  of  the  Canadian  insur- 
ance report,  W.  Fitzgerald,  superintendent. 
Six  British  companies  do  a  life  business  in  the 
Dominion ;  and  no  British  company  in  this 
country. 

An  insurance  company  cannot  cancel  a  policy 
without  actual  return  or  tender  of  unearned 
premium. 
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TTnion  Mntnal  Life  Insurance  Co. 

This  old  Now  Ent;huid  cimipauy,  operating 
under  the  famous  Maine  non-forfeiture  law  is 
movinfT  along  steadily  in  the  right  direetion. 
The  insurance  in  force  Is  increasing,  and  the 
mortality  rate  is  decreasing.  With  ten  mil- 
lions moi-e  in  force  than  five  years  ago,  the 
death  claims  are  20  per  cent.  less.  The  Union 
Mutual  is  in  a  healthy  condition,  with  a 
liberal  surplus  though  dealing  liberally  with 
policyholders.  A  special  feature  of  this  com- 
pany's policies  is  the  celebrated  Maine  non- 
forfeiture clause.  Under  this  protective 
clause  twenty-five  death  claims  under  lapsed 
policies  were  paid  last  year,  the  insurance 
being  continued  in  force  by  this  law.  In  one 
case  the  insurance  had  been  kept  alive  twelve 
years  and  eleven  months.  Under  the  pro- 
visiousof  this  protective  law  there  has  been 
paid  to  beneficiaries  of  the  Union  Mutual  264 
claims  representing  in  insurance  §568,496. 
The  company's  directors  vei-y  liberally  made 
the  law  applicable  to  all  policies  issued  before 
the  law  was  enacted.  W.  C.  Leavitt  is  the 
general  agent  for  California.  Mr.  Leavitt 
has  made  a  very  good  record  for  himself  and 
for  his  company. 


The  use  of  electricity  for  power  and  light 
continues  to  increase.  The  electric-light  wire 
is  everywhere,  and  the  trolley  wire  is  to  be 
found  in  mere  villages.  The  ti-olley  cars  now 
run  on  fifteen  or  twenty  streets  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, among  them  Kearney  and  Third,  two  of 
the  main  business  thoroughfares ;  and  .it  is 
intimated  that  they  will  soon  be  running  on 
Market  street,  inasmuch  as  the  "'  ground 
wires"  have  recently  been  laid.  The  trolley 
system  is  responsible  for  an  increased  fire 
hazai'd,  which,  while  it  no  doubt  has  been 
greatly  exaggerated,  is  yet  a  very  serious 
one.  The  Connecticut  insurance  commission- 
er, .in  his  annual  report,  discusses  this  subject 
at  some  length,  as  in-inted  elsewhere.  It 
seems  open  to  question  whether  the  public  has 
so  far  been  a  gainer  by  the  application  of 
electricity  to  street-car  projjulsion.  It  is  true 
a  fevr  i-oads  have  been  constructed  which 
otherwise  would  not ;  but  the  substitution  of 
electricity  for  cable  has  not  reduced  car-fare, 
nor  given  us  more  cars,  nor  diminished  the 
time  between  cars.  The  trolley,  however,  has 
been  the  means  of  increasing  insurance  rates, 
of  throwing  thousands  of  working  men  out  of 
employments,  and  of  maiming  and  killing  hun- 
dreds of  men,  women  and  children.  To  the 
question,  does  the  trolley  system  pay,  who 
besides  the  stockholder  is  ready  to  answer  in 


the  affirmative !  The  Review  of  Reviews  for 
March  contains  an  interesting  account  of  the 
the  electric  street  railways  of  Budapest.  No 
overhead  trolley  wires  are  used.  There  is  a 
conduit  under  one  of  the  rails,  in  which  there 
are  a  power  wire  and  a  return  current. 
Dynamo  connection  is  made  through  a  slot  in 
the  rail.  This  .system  has  stood  the  test  of 
five  years.  The  Budapest  system  costs  much 
more  than  the  ''witch-broom"'  trolley  system, 
but  nevertheless  the  stockholdei's  receive' 
eight  per  cent,  dividends  annually. 


Niagara  Fire  Insurance  Company. 
This  New  York  company  is  a  fortunate  one 
in  several  respects.  It  has  always  maintained 
a  handsome  net  surplus,  and  has  regularly 
paid  liberal  dividends;  but  it  is  speciallj- 
fortunate  in  the  selection  of  its  name.  It  was 
somebody's  happy  idea  to  call  it  the  Niagai-a, 
which  is  an  appropriate  name  for  a  New  York 
enterprise,  and  peculiarly  so  for  either  a  fire 
engine  or  a  fire  insurance  company.  The  Nia- 
gara increased  its  assets  and  surplus  notixbly 
last  year.  It  reports,  of  date  January  i, 
$2,322,318  assets,  a  gain  of  $108,000.  Its  net 
surplus  is  the  handsome  one  of  $345,191,  mak- 
ing its  surplus  for  the  protection  of  policy- 
holders nearly  $900,000.  Rudolph  Herold,  .Jr. 
is  the  general  agent  in  this  field. 


lN"srH.\xcE  T.iXATiox. — The  burden  of  tax- 
ation, much  of  which  is  foolish  ^.nd  yet  more 
mere  spite  viork  and  blackmail,  is  very  heavy 
upon,  the  American  companies.  It  does  not  mat- 
ter that  a  professor  might  be  able  toAhow  in  a 
learned  woi'k  on  ''The  Shifting  and  Incidence 
of  Taxation,"  that 'the  load  ultimately  I'ests 
on  the  insuring  public.  Pat  is  said  to  have 
carried  a  heavy  bag  of  grain  on  his  shoulder 
when  astride  his  mule — "to  rist  the  mule, 
save  yer  honor. ' '  It  may  be  that  he  did  not 
save  the  mule  who  bore  as  much  as  before ; 
but  he  did  burden  himself.  And  so,  wherever 
the  tax  ultimately  falls,  it  rests  in  the  first 
instance  upon  the  companies  who,  to  avoid 
bearing  it  alone,  must  in  turn  shift  it  to  their 
customers  in  the  form  of  increased  rates. 
But  this  shifting,  like  all  adjustments,  takes 
time,  and  in  the  meanwhile  the  companies 
bear  it  alone. — Insurance  World. 


Finn  oftices  generally  are  complaining  of 
farm  risks.  Hard  times  promote  spontaneous 
combustion. 

Some  three  hundred  flour  mills  burned  in 
the  United  Slates  last  year.  Ten  were  on 
the  Pacific  Coast. 


The  Coast  %ei/iew. 
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Table   Showing   the   Results  of   Life   Insurance   in   the   United  States. 


Companies. 


Gross  Premi- 
ums Received 
since  Organiz- 
ation. 


JEtna 

Berkshire 

Brooklyn 

Connecticut  General  . 
Connecaicnt  Mutual  .  . 
Covenant  Mutual    .    .    . 

Equitable,  la 

Equitable,  N.  Y.  ... 
German  Mutual,  Mo.     . 

German  ia 

Hartford  L.  &  A.       .    . 

Home 

John  Hancock  Mutual  . 
Kansa.s  Mutual  .... 
Life  Insurance  Cleai'inc 

Manhattan 

Maryland 

Massachusetts    Mutual 
Metropolitan     .... 
Miehisan  Mutual   .    . 
Mutual,  Md.     .    . 
Mutual,  N.  Y.      ... 
Mutual  Benefit    .    .    . 

National,  Vt 

New  Enp-land  Mutual 

New  York 

Northwe.stern  Mutual 
Pacific  Mutual     .    .    . 
Penn  Mutual        .    .    . 
Phcenix  Mutual  .    .    . 
Provident  Life  &  Trust 
Provident  Savings     . 

Prudential 

State  Mutual   .... 

Travelers 

Union  Central  .... 
Union  Mutual  .... 
United  States  .... 

Vermont 

Washington 

Totals 


SlI2,662.2S9 

19.756,868 
9.595.426 

6,313,219 

182,677,139 
2,406,363 
2,054,607 

399.5^n-53>'' 

769, 246 

49,028,426 

14.093.4.SI 
24,478,773 
29,582,947 

1,239,742 

122,273 

46,751,020 

3,814,401 

41,633,481 

107,704,518 

11,639,794 

1,100,912 

519.^52,35" 

161,561,421 

21,342,161 

7»,*^75.25i 

3.';9.45i.76'5 

131,328,226 

9,429,111 

56,547-732 

41,392,300 

42,725,763 

14.357.179 
57.697.326 
19,643,963 
23,009,440 
25.524.312 
35.237.219 
26,738,512 
1,005,892 
38,. 358, 702 


Gross  Amount 
Paid  PoUcy- 
holdcrs  since 
Or„'anization. 


$2,739,200,339 


$90,1^2,726 

13,986,508 

7.1.33.338 

3,525,208 

169,630,868 

1,841,210 

991,701 

213,591,601 

727,511 

31.856.511 

9.747.3.33 

16,734,2.12 

15,293  064 

618,909 

20,461 

37,169,514 

2.447.353 
25,596,104 

43,892,141 

5,275,428 

644,928 

384,772,121 

134.915.539 

9.953.301 

61,108,591 

199.993.5.S9 
71,265  980 

6,049,245 
34,290,415 
34,664,653 
20,044,335 

9,069,132 
16,759.720 

11,3,59,793 

9,684,387 

9,512,639 

27,848,906 

18,362,278 

470,931 
25,192,250 


Gross     Assets, 
Dec.  31. 1S91. 


$4 1, 914,623 
6,430,146 
1,685,425 

2,702,953 
62,234,925 

442.593 

1,113,911 

185,044,310 

438,609 

20,0^7  685 

2,2"i8,388 

8,715.016 

6,689,182 

263. 780 

169.758 

13,965,589 

1,712,329 

15,653,366 

22.326,622 

4,963.007 

185,799 

204,638,784 

55,690,102 

11,045,676 

24,252,829 

162,011,771 

73,324,694 

2,839,917 

24,960,660 

10,230,475 

27,049,119 

1,787,181 

13,041,810 

9,893,072 

17,664,66s 

12,715,671 

6. 597.  .336 

7,095.265 

446,539 
13,327,518 


Payments  to 
Policyholders 
lace  Organiza- 
tion pins  pres- 
ent Assets. 


$1,781,388,415    *I, 080,547, 161 


^^132,047,349 

20,416,654 

8,818,763 

6,228,161 

231,865,793 
2,283,803 
2, 105,612 

398,6,3,5,911 

1,166,120 

51,894,196 

11,965,721 

25,449,278 

21,982,246 

882,689 

1 90, 2 1 9 

51,135,103 

4,159,682 

41,249,470 

66,218,763 

10,238,435 

830,727 

589,410,905 

190,605,641 

20,998,977 

85,361,420 

362,005,330 

144,590,674 

8,889,162 

59,251,075 
44,895,128 

47,093,454 
10,856,313 
29,801,530 
21,252,865 

27,349-055 
22,228,310 
34,446.242 

25,457-543 
917,470 

38,519,768 


Excess  of  Pay- 
ments to  Poli- 
cyboltlcrs  plus 
prcsclitAssets 
over  Premi- 
ums Kecelved. 


$19,385,090 

659,786 

—776,663 

-85,058 

49,188,654 

— 122,560 

51,105 

—928,637 

396,874 

2,865,770 

— 2,127,710 

970,505 
— 7,600,701 

—357,0.53 
67,946 

4..384.0S3 

345,281 

—384,011 

—41,485,755 

—1,401, .359 

—270,185 

69.558,5.55 

29,044,221 

—343,182 

6,486,169 

— 2,.S.S3,,567 
13,262,448 
— 716,040 

2,703,.343 
3,502,828 

4,367,691 

— 3.500,866 

—27,895,796 

1,608,902 

4,339,615 

— 3,296,002 

—790,977 

— 1,280,969 

—88,422 

161,066 


$2,861,935,786 


$122,735,447 


Compiled  by  Boston  Standard. 


Colorado  Life  Business  in  1894. 

Policies  Issued  during  the  Year. 

No.  Amount. 

^tna  Lite 113  *   243.666 

Equitable 219  713.9S5 

Germanla 190  399,35' 

Home 3  3,3^7 

Manhattan 5  26.500 

Massachusetts 13  62,000 

Michigan 3S  157.165 

Mutual  Benefit 163  417.(^9'-' 

Mutual,  N.  Y 570  1,921,100 

National,  Vermont 30  191,000 


New  England 154  522,291 

New  York 743  1,792.938 

Northwestern 383  1,192,228 

Pacitic  Mutual 124  290.357 

Phoenix  Mutual 21  35,219 

Provident 15  63,5°" 

Provident  Savings 132  718,500 

Travelers 63  279.852 

Union  Mutual 24  Ii7,i75 

Union  Central 34  74,596 

United  States 145  354,000 

Washington 79  222,690 

Totals 3,450  $10,338,345 
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I  Didn't  Think  He'd  Do  It;  Bnt  He  Did. 

As  SUN(i    BY    E.    W.   CAUPKNTKU     [A    VKIJY     MlTCH 

Uksigneu  Ex-Company  Manaoi:u|  at  the 
Banquet  of  the  Fike  Undekwiuikus"  asso- 
ciation   OF  THE    Pacific,   San    Fkancisco, 

CAL..  FEnUUAUY   20,    lS;)5. 

The  world  is  full  of  pt-ople  who  arc  always  on  the 

bluff. 
And  you  meet  thein— ev'ry  where, 
lu  our  undcrwritintr  Inisini'ss  wo"ve  found  many 

that  are  touj^li. 
Hardly  ever— on  the  square. 
I  had  an  old  time  customer  whose  rate  was  boosted 

hitrher: 
He  "kiekeu"  and  said  insurance  was  "no  good."" 
I  jokingly  suggested  he  could  square  accounts  by 

lire : 
To  tell  the  truth  I  didn't  think  he  would. 

CiloiUTs: 

I  didn"t  think  Ue"d  do  it,  but  he  did,  did.  did: 
He  said  he  always  knew  it,  and  he  did. 
He  beat  me  "by  a  scratch,"" 
With  his  auburn-headed  match; 
I  didn't  think  he'd  do  it,  but  he  did. 

Though  proof  was  really  lacking,  I  accused  him  of 

the  crime. 
Said  I'd  land  him— in  the  jail, 
And  1  (luoled  court  decisions  from  the  early  English 

time, 
In  a  way  that— made  him  quail. 
But  finally  suggested  that  I  might  not  prosecute, 
So  full  of  human  kindness  was  my  mood. 
If  for  one  dollar  full  receipt  he'd  promptly  execute; 
To  tell  the  truth,  1  didn't  think  he  would. 

CuoKUs: 

I  didn't  think  he'd  do  it,  but  he  did.  did;  did : 

He  wanted  to  get  through  it,  and  he  did. 

He  took  his  dollar  bright 

Then  briskly  skipped  from  sight. 

1  didn't  think  he'd  do  it.  but  he  did. 

I  trembling,  took  the  policies,  was  paralysed  with 

•     joy, 

Bat  recovered— very  iiuick. 

When  claimant's  many  creditors  quite  promptly 

did  employ 
An  attorney— smart  and  slick. 
Who  "intimidation'"   hinted   at,  and  prison  bars 

"  to  boot." 
Claimed  total  loss  in  manner  very  rude. 
I  toKl  him  I'd  receipts  in  full— he'd  better  bring  his 

suit : 
To  tell  the  truth.  I  didn't  think  he  would. 

Chokus  : 
I  didn't  think  he'd  do  it,  but  he  did,  did,  did : 
He  told  me  that  Td  rue  it,  and  I  did. 
On  the  judge  he  "had  the  call," 
Made  me  pay  claim,  costs  and  all. 
I  didn't  think  he'd  do  it,  but  he  did. 


Now  episodes  like  this  one  detract  sadly  from  the 

bliss 
Underwriters- all  desire. 
But  when  thereto,  through  faithless  fraud,  large 

loads  of  acts  remiss. 
Are  by  themselves  piled  higher, 
I  was  so  much  disgusted  that  I  couldn't  help  but 

tell 
(In  vernacular  .so  plainly  understood), 
My  ollices  I  "guessed"  I'd  quit— the  "biz"  could 

eo  to * 

(Spoken)  Well,  .  ■ 

Of  course,  you  know  I  didn't  think  it  would. 

Chokus  : 
From  present  point  of  view,  it  seems  it  did.  did, 

did; 
For  somefhinrt  happened  to  it,  yes  there  did. 
But  where  going  to  or  gone 
Is  too  deep  a  thought  for  song. 
I  didn't  think  'twould  do  it,  but  it  did. 

•CiinsiiU'rin,:;  tin-  present  uusettlcd  conilitlim  iif  insur- 
ance adairs  oil  tills  Coa.st  (to  which,  as  a  wliolc,  and  not 
to  the  "hlz"of  any  particular  office,  reference  Is  licre 
niadci  the  writer  would  not  hazard  a  sugirestfon  as  to  tlu^ 
locality,  and  the  reader  can  (of  rhyme  regardless)  supply 
the  omission  in  accur.hi'ic  '  with  his  idea  of  the  situation 
as  seen  fnnu  his  Individual  point  of  view. 


Progress  of  Accident  insurance. 

The  practice  of  accident  insurance  was  be- 
fjun  in  the  United  States  by  the  Travelers  of 
Hartford  in  1864,  The  beginning's  were  small, 
the  premiums  for  the  first  year  havinar  been 
$49,289,  and  the  insurance  in  force  ^,669,500. 

In  1866  the  average  rate  of  premium  was 
§6  80  per  Si, 000,  and  the  average  loss-rate  was 
^2.70  per  §1,000. 

For  1893  the  figures  ai-e:  average  rate  of 
premium  ^.41  per  §1,000;  average  loss-rate 
*4  47  per  ¥^1,000  insured. 

In  1S66  the  loss-rate  was  39.7  per  cent,  of  the 
premium;  in  1S93  it  was  47  5  per  cent. 

The  coticlusiou  is  therefore  that  tlie  projwr- 
tion  of  deaths  by  accident  out  of  all  causes  of 
death  has  increased  nearly  two-thirds,  (65.,s5 
per  cent. )  in  27  years. 

The  causes  of  this  great  increase  in  the  rate 
of  death  are  fur  the  most  part  attributable  to 
modern  niochauisms  for  inter-cominunication, 
transportation  and  largely  electrical  inet-han- 
isms.  The  trolley  ears,  cable  cars,  elevators, 
electric  lights,  etc.,  have  cost  many  lives; 
partly  from  defective  mechanism,  partly  from 
want  of  skill  or  care  in  those  controlling  the 
mechanisms,  and  largely  carelessness  as  to  ex- 
po.sure  to  danger  by  the  public. 

The  last  quarter  of  a  century  has  been  pro- 
lific of  electrical  and  mechanical  inventions, 
many  of  which  are  yet  imperfect  in  their 
operatiou.    As  time  goes  on  the  accident  death 
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iMto  from  the  causes  noted  is  likely  to  dimin- 
ish, witli  increased  skill  in  construction  and 
management  of  electrical  and  mechanical  ap- 
pliances, and  greater  care  on  the  part  of  the 
public. 

So  far,  however,  the  rate  of  injury  by  acci- 
dent has  increased  more  largely  in  what  is 
called  the  preferred  or  non-hazardous  class 
than  in  the  medium  or  extra  class.  The  risk 
of  death  or  injury  is  in  general  less  now  to  a 
railroad  engineer,  fireman,  or  other  train-man, 
than  it  was  25  years  ago;  and  far  less  to  pass- 
engers. But  the  risk  of  accident  in  general 
to  every  inhabitant  of  large  towns  and  cities 
has  greatly  increased. 

The  meaning  of  the  word  accident  has  been, 
of  course,  widely  construed  by  claimants  and 
courts,  and  much  more  narrowly  construed  by 
the  companies.  The  latter  began  with  a  wide 
and  liberal  construction  of  the  term  accident. 
Twont.v-eight  years  ago  a  man  who  wore  a 
tight  shoe  and  blistered  his  heel  was  awarded 
comi)cnsation  as  for  an  accident  by  the  com- 
panj^  in  which  he  was  insured.  "Sunstroke"' 
was  considered  an  accident  and  as  such  its 
effects  were  paid  for. 

The  simplest  definition  of  an  accident  is 
that  it  causes  some  lesion  or  other  injury  to 
one  or  more  parts  of  the  body  physiological ; 
that  such  injury  directly  causes  partial  or 
total  disability  or  death ;  and  the  person  must 
not,  by  negligence  nor  by  intention,  have  con- 
tributed to  the  causes  of  the  occurrence  pro- 
ducing injury. 

Our  space  does  not  allow  the  presentation  of 
other  considerations  in  regard  to  accident  in- 
surance ;  and  we  reserve  them  for  future  dis- 
cussion.— The  Surveyoi". 


creased  the  business  of  their  agency  over  18 
percent.,  and  now  have  a  premium  income  of 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  million. 


The  Phoenix  of  London. 
One  hundred  and  thirteen  years  old,  with 
some  nine  millions  of  assets  and  a  surplus  ac- 
coniingly.  We  need  say  no  more  on  this 
.score.  The  United  States  branch  is  a  colossal 
bird  as  well.  A.  D.  Irving  is  the  manager. 
Very  handsome  gains  were  made  last  year,  in 
assets,  in  surplus  and  in  premiums — gains 
that  attract  your  attention.  For  example, 
surplus,  from  $585,631  to  $730,881.  The  Ameri- 
can branch  has  two  and  a  half  million  dollars 
invested  and  an  annual  premium  income  of 
some  two  millions.  Last  year's  loss  ratio  left 
a  good  margin  on  the  favorable  side  of  the 
ledger.  Butler  &  Haldan  direct  the  Phoenix 
in  this  field,  and  their  loss  ratio  averages 
very  low.  Last  year  the  Phoenix's  loss  ratio 
was  only  47  per  cent.  This  firm  also  repre- 
sents  the  Providence-Washington.     They  iu- 


The  Star  Accident  Company. 

This  was  formerly,  and  prol)a))ly  now  is,  a 
combination  of  Illinois  asses.sment  associations, 
with  headquarters  in  Chicago.  Recent  inform- 
ation is  to  the  effect  that  the  Star  is  in  eclipse, 
beneath  the  shadow  of  accumulated  claims. 
But  we  did  not  start  out  to  discuss  this  aspect 
of  the  Star. 

A  Mr.  Myers  of  San  Francisco,  a  traveling 
passenger  agent,  incurred  a  disabling  acci- 
dent, and  was  bedfast  for  two  weeks  and  hob- 
bled about  on  crutches  for  some  time  after- 
ward. Myers  was  insured  in,  or  fancied  him- 
self insured  in  this  Chicago  Star,  he  having 
held  the  "policy"  of  the  hat-passer  since  1891. 
His  claim  amounted  to  $175,  and  the  Star  man- 
agers sent  him  a  check  for  $75  in  full  payment 
thereof. 

Protests  followed,  and  on  top  thereof,  volum- 
inous correspondence.  The  Chicago  i)eople  are 
amusing— not  to  their  claimants,  but  to  us. 
Mr.  M.  was  totally  disabled  for  seven  weeks, 
but  because  after  two  weeks  he  was  able  to 
get  about  on  crutches,  after  a  fa.shion,  the 
Chica.s'o  "company "  chose  to  treat  that  fact 
as  evidence  of  partial  disability.  As  soon  as 
the  insured  was  able  to  get  out  of  bed,  his 
total  disability  ceased,  according  to  the  secre- 
tary. Fortunately  for  Mr.  Myers  he  did  not 
state  that  during  those  two  weeks  in  bed  he 
was  able  to  eat  anything,  or  else  that  fact 
would  have  been  evidence  against  total  disa- 
bility. Certainly,  under  the  strict  construc- 
tion of  the  policy,  insisted  upon  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  company,  any  man  who  can  eat 
can  not  be  totally  disabled. 

But  there  is  at  least  a  streak  of  liberality 
in  the  management.  The  secretary  writes: 
"You  were  hurt  at  2 130  p.  m.,  and  we  allow 
you  the  whole  day."  Think  of  that!  More- 
over, "we  have  allowed  you  two  weeks  total 
and  five  weeks  partial" — five  weeks  at  $5  a 
week,  under  a  $25  a  week  contract.  Strange 
to  say,  Mr.  M.  was  not  gratified  at  the  com- 
pany's generosity.  He  still  insists  that  when 
he  hobbled  around  on  crutches,  standing  about 
in  patches  of  sunshine,  that  he  was  totally  dis- 
abled from  pursuing  his  regular  vocation. 

Members  of  this  Star  company  should  take 
warning  from  this  case.  If  they  incur  a  disab- 
ling accident,  be  it  known,  on  the  authority 
of  the  secretary,  that  as  long  as  they  stay  in- 
doors and  nurse  their  bi'eaks  and  bruises,  the 
company  is   ready  to  pay  as  for  "total,"  but 
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"just  as  soon"  as  they  go  outdoors  "'the  coin- 
pauy  is  released  from  the  further  payment  of 
total  disability." 


"Freights  and  Charges." 

Book   Loss   Statements    as    Laid    Down    uv 

Griswoi.d— Wm.  Sexton  on  this  Subject. 

We  are  permitted  to  publish  the  following- 
reply  of  Wm.  Sexton,  general  adjuster  of 
Fireman's  Fund  Ins.  Co.,  to  a  member  of  the 
field  force,  explaiuinfj  "freights  and  charges" 
in  making  up  book-loss  statements,  as  laid 
down  bv  Griswold  : 

Ti>  Ailji'xttr  Fireman's  Fund  Ins.  Co.:  Deau 
Siu — Your  good  favor  of  7th,  calling  attention 
to  examples  i  and  2,  pages  639  and  640,  and 
sections  1,740  to  1,744  inclusive,  under  the 
heading  of  "Fi-eight  and  Charges,"  Fire  Un- 
derwriters Text  Book,  Revised  Edition,  Gris- 
wold, and  asking  if  either  of  the  examples  is 
correct,  and  which  form  you  shall  follow  in 
making  up  a  statement  of  loss,  from  books, 
came  to  hand  on  time,  and  replying  thereto,  I 
beg  to  copy  the  statements  referred  to  and 
the  sections  under  which  they  ar^  made,  that 
the  comments  made  thereon  may  be  i-eadily 
understood. 

Griswold  saj's.  Section  1,740,  "There  are 
two  distinct  methods  in  use  by  adjusters  for 
estimating  freight  and  charges  upon  merchan- 
dise in  the  settlement  of  losses,  producing  a 
marked  difference  in  the  final  results.  Ad- 
justers are  not  entirely  harmonious  as  to  which 
is  the  more  correct  and  equitable." 

Sec.  1,741.  "The  first  method  is  to  recog- 
nize freight  and  charges  as  entering  into  the 
cost  of  the  merchandise  throughout  the  cal- 
culation of  values  at  some  estimated  rate  per 
cent." 

Example  I. 

Statement  of  loss  as  fulUiws — 
Merchandise  per  inventory  cost  ....  5^45,000 
"  purchased  to  date   ....    25,000 

Freight  and  charges  43',,  on  §70,000     .   .     2,800 


Total  merchandise .$72,800 

Deductions: 
Sales  to  date  of  fire  .   .  1^27,000 
Less  profit  i2}4"n  ■   ■    ■      S-ooo    $24,000 


Merchandise  saved  worth 


40,000  ^64,000 


Total  loss .*8,8oo 

Sec.  1,742.  "The  second  method  is  to  dis- 
card all  estimate  of  freight  and  charges,  until 
the  'amount  destroyed'  has  been  ascertained, 
■when  the  proper  allowance  is  made  upon  this 
amount." 


E.\AM1'LK  II. 
Merchandise  per  inventory  at  cost     .    .  ?45,ooo 
"  purchased  to  date   ....    25,000 

Total  merchandise ^70,000 

Deductions : 
Sales  to  date  of  fire  .   .  $27,000 
Less  profit  i2^'o"„'  .   .    .     3,000 

Cost  of  goods  sold $24,000 

Merchandise  saved  worth   .    .       40,000  $64,009 

Amount  destroyed $6,000 

Add  freight  and  charges  4"n 240 

Total  loss .$6,240 

"Thus  making  the  difference  in  this  case  of 
$2,560  against  the  assured." 

In  reviewing  the  rules  as  laid  down,  and 
these  statements,  it  is  evident  that  either,  or 
both,  must  be  wrong,  as  any  method  of  state- 
ment made  up  by  a  book-keeper  should  showr 
the  Dr.  and  Cr.  of  purchases,  or  purchases 
and  freight,  and  of  sales  and  profits,  and 
should  balance. 

The  discrepancy  in  the  two  Gi'iswold  meth- 
ods of  making  up  a  statement  of  loss,  was 
very  plainly  shown  by  Wm.  H.  Lowden  of  the 
North  British  tt  Mercantile  Ins.  Co.,  in  his 
paper  on  adjustment  of  book  losses,  read  before 
the  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  of  the 
Pacific,  some  years  since,  and  the  proper  form 
of  making  up  a  statement  of,  and  arriving  at, 
a  book  loss,  with  freight  and  charges  left  out, 
was  by  him  clearly  and  plainly  laid  down. 

An  analysis  of  statement,  "Example  I," 
shows  an  error  of  $960  against  the  insurance 
companies : 

Companies.  -  Dr.  Cr. 

Inventorj' $45,000 

Purchases 25,000 

Freight 2,800 

Sales  gross $27,000 

Profit  on  net  sales  of  $24,000 

at  i2}4% 3,000 

Freight  rec'd  by  assured  on 

net  sales  of  $24,000  at  4%  .    960 

Merchandise  saved  worth     .  40,000 

Loss  as  per  Statement  No.  i  8,800 

Error  in  Statement  No.  i  .   .        960 

$76,760       $76,760 
Analysis   of   statement,  "Example   No.   2,'' 
shows  an  error  of  $1,600  against  the  assured: 
Companies.  Dr.  Ci: 

Inventory $45,000 

Purchases     . 25,000 

Sales  gi'oss $27,000 

Profit  on  sales 3,000 
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Freight  on  mdseln  store  at  I  _    q 

time  of  fire,  $46,000  at  4^!^  f  — 1'^4" 
Value  of  merchandise  sav^ed  40,000 

Loss  as  per  Statement  No.  2  6,240 

Error  in  Statement  No.  2  .    .  1,600 

Si74,84o  S74,S4o 
This  analysis  shows  the  loss,  by  deducting' 
the  error  of  .*g6o  from  the  amount  of  the  loss 
$8,800,  as  shown  by  "Example  No.  i,"  to  be 
157,840  and  proves  this  to  be  correct,  as  by  add- 
ing the  error.  Si, 600  to  the  amount  of  the  loss, 
|!6,24o,  in  "Example  No.  2,"  making  the  loss 
$7,840,  it  agrees  with  the  result  of  analysis  of 
"Example  No.  i." 

On  the  Coast  we  make  up  loss  statements 
with  "freights  and  charges"'  included,  or  ex- 
cluded, and  with  the  data  in  "Examples I  and 
II,"  the  statement  will  be  as  follows: 

Statement  of  Loss  —Example  No.  la. 
"Frci(jlit  and  charges  incliulcd" — 
Merchandise  per  inventory  cost  ....  $45,000 
"  purchased  to  date   ....    25,000 

Freight  and  charges  4"n  on  $70,000     .    .      2,800 

To  be  accounted  for  at  cost  &  freight   .  $72,800 

Sales  to  date  of  fire $27,000 

Less  profit  i2J4% SiOoo 

Net  sales $24,000 

Freight  on  net  sales  of  $24,000 

at  43!;^ 960    $24,960 

Merchandise  in  store  at  time  of  /  ^         ^     ^ 

fire  at  cost  and  freight    .    .    \  ■'4/1-4^ 

Merchandise  saved  worth     .    .    .  40,000 

Loss $7,840 

Statement  or  Loss— Exami^le  No.  2a. 
'^Freight  and  charges  excluded''' — 
Merchandise  per  inventory  cost  ....  $45,000 
"  purchased  to  date  of  tire      25,000 

To  be  accounted  for  at  invoice  cost    .    .  $70,000 

Sales  gross $27,000 

Less  profit 3iOoo 

Net  sales $24,000 

Merchandise  in  store  at  time  /  ^  j,.  g 

of  fire  at  cost  (invoice)  .   \  '*  ' 

Add  freight  at  4%  on  $46,000  .  1,840 

Value  of  mdse  in  store  at  time  /  __  4.      0 

of  fire  at  cost  &  freight  .    j  'f47,^4o 

Merchandise  saved  worth     .   .  40,000 

Loss $71^4° 

You  will  observe  that  in  "Example  I,"  Mr. 
Griswold  did  not  deduct  the  freight  received 
by  the  assured  on  the  $24,000  worth  of  mer- 
chandise sold;  and  thereby  allowed  $960  too 


much  in  the  loss;  and  in  "Example  II"  he 
did  not  allow  the  assured  freight  on  the  $46,- 

000  invoice  cost  of  merchandise  in  the  store  at 
time  of  fire,  but  only  allowed  freight  on  $6,000, 
thus  leaving  the  as.sured  without  any  return 
for  $1,600  fi'eight,  paid  by  him  on  $40,000  worth 
of  merchandise. 

The  item  "merchandise  saved  worth  $40,- 
000"  does  not  I'epresent  $40,000  worth  of  mer- 
chandise at  inv^oiced  cost  and  freight,  but  is 
the  cash  value  of  the  stock  saved,  and  figures 
as  that  much  cash  in  reducing  the  loss. 

Adjusters  here  differ  as  to  the  best  method  ; 
"freight  in"  or  "freight  out,"  butiiersonally, 

1  favor  "freight  in"  because  by  including, 
and  showing  the  amount  paid  for  freight  by 
the  assui'ed,  and  the  amounts  for  freight  on 
the  stock  taken  for  family  uses,  freight  on 
stock  saved  in  good  condition,  freight  on  stock 
in  warehouses,  and  amount  for  freight  re- 
ceived by  him  on  stock  sold,  he  will  see  where 
his  freight  money  went  to,  and  will  be  better 
pleased,  than  if  he  were  told  that  the  freight 
was  in  with  his  isrofits;  also  by  making  up  the 
statement  with  "freight  in"  an  adjuster  can 
balance  the  freight  account,  and  be  certain 
that  he  has  not  forgotten  anything  in  that 
line. 

You  will  find  that  in  figuring  the  profit  on 
the  invoice  cost  of  the  merchandise,  instead 
of  on  invoice  cost  and  freight,  that  there  will 
be  less  likelihood  of  getting  the  claimant 
mixed,  and  there  will  also  be  less  chance  of 
error  in  arriving  at  the  net  loss. 

If  the  books  are  kept  showing  the  pi-ofits  on 
cost  and  freight,  find  the  percentage  of 
freight,  and  by  adding  to  that  the  profit  on 
cost  and  freight,  the  profit  on  cost  will  be 
shown : 

Example. 

Cost  say $1  00 

Freight  lo^';^      10 

Cost  and  freight $1   10 

Profit  on  cost  and  freight,  10% 11 

Selling  price $1  21 

This  shows  a  profit  of  21  "„  on  invoice  cost,  of 
which  10%  on.  cost  will  belong  to  freight  and 
must  be  accounted  for  in  the  statements,  as 
in  la  and  3a,  whether  such  statement  be  made 
up  with  "freight  included"  or  "freight  ex- 
cluded." 

I  am  pleased  that  you  called  my  attention 
to  these  statements,  and  will  be  glad  to  hear 
from  you  further  on  matters  pertaining  to  loss 
settlements.  Yours  very  truly, 

Wm.  Sexton. 
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Water-Works. 

FiioM  A  Rbcknt  Papkh  by  F.  C.  Moorb. 

The  host  system  of  water-works  for  flre-ox- 
tiiifruishintr  pui'iKisos  is  a  frravity  system,  with 
the  reservoir  at  a  suRicieiit  elevation  to  en- 
sure, with  full  draught,  an  effective  head  or 
pressure  nt  (he  hinlratils  of  80  lbs.  to  the  square 
inch  or  not  less  than  40  lbs.  to  the  square  inch 
at  the  base  of  the  nozzle  with  250  feet  of  hose. 

The  force  of  firavity  acting:  with  an  ample 
reservoir  differs  from  pump  pressure  for  forc- 
ing water  through  pipes,  m  the  important 
respect  that  it  is  always  ready  for  instant  use 
without  uotitication  by  means  of  electi-ic 
wires,  telephones,  etc.,  and  is  not  liable  to 
break  down  or  get  out  of  order  like  pumps  or 
other  direct  pressure  appliances.  It,  more- 
over, exerts,  at  all  times,  a  steady  pressure 
on  the  pipe  system,  reducing  the  liability  of 
breakage  to  a  minimum.  A  gravity  system 
has  a  decided  advantage  over  a  direct  press- 
ure pumping  system  in  that  (if  pipes  are  of 
pi'oper  size)  the  full  volume  of  flow  is  in- 
stantly available  without  waiting  to  fire  up 
extra  steam  boilers. 

To  secure  an  effective  head  or  pressure,  the 
reservoir  should  be  elevated  about  200  feet 
above  the  general  level  of  the  city  and  near 
enough  to  prevent  serious  loss  of  head.  Such 
an  elevation  is,  of  course,  not  often  found  near 
a  city ;  where  it  is,  no  other  system  should  be 
considered  as  a  substitute  for  pi-essure  pur- 
poses. There  should  be  two  force  or  delivery 
mains  of  heavy  cast-iron  pipe  leading  into  the 
general  network  of  pipes  within  the  city,  so 
that  one  pipe  at  least  will  always  be  avail- 
able in  case  workmen  are  repairing  the  other 
or  cutting  branches  upon  it;  and  these  mains 
should  be  of  such  ample  size  that  not  more 
than  twenty  feet  head  will  be  lost  by  friction 
even  when  the  full  number  of  hydrant  streams 
are  in  play.  A  single  line  of  supply  main  is 
especially  objectionable  if  of  the  so-called 
cement  lined  variety,  which  consists  of  a  thin 
sheet  of  wrought  iron,  covered  with  cement 
mortar,  and  which  after  ten  or  fifteen  years  is 
liable  to  be  broken  by  rust  and  is,  at  any 
time,  liable  to  be  instantly  ruined  bj'  a  stroke 
of  lightning. 

Any  discussion  of  water-works  for  fire-ex- 
tinguishing purposes  would  waste  time  in 
treating  of  those  matters  which  usually,  from 
the  standpoint  of  potableness,  occupy  .so  much 
space  in  engineering  works  on  hydraulics, 
such  as  filtration,  etc.  It  makes  little  differ-  . 
ence  by  what  means,  natural  or  artificial,  by 
springs  or  rainfall  or  water-sheds  or  pumps. 


if  the  water  is  impounded  at  the  elevation 
needed.  If  ground  at  200  feet  elevation  is  not 
available,  or  if  the  elevated  reservoir  is 
necessarily  at  considerable  distance  from  the 
center  of  the  town,  .so  that  but  50  lbs.  press- 
ure, from  the  gravity  supply,  for  instance,  is 
available,  then  it  may  happen  to  be  a  decided 
advantage  to  have  the  supply  pumped  to  the 
i-eservoir  from  some  ueighboring  river  or  lake, 
for  then,  in  case  of  a  great  fire,  the  pumps  can 
supplement  the  reservoir  supply  by  direct' 
pumping  at  a  higher  pressure.  The  pumps 
being  connected  with  tlic  street  mains  with 
a  cheek-valve  to  prevent  backwai'd  flow  to  the 
reservoir,  a  combined  "gravity"  and  "direct-' 
pressure"  system  would  be  secured.  Where 
drainage  or  w-ater  shed  area  is  relied  upon, 
the  impounding  reservoir  should  be  of  suf- 
ficient capacity  to  supply  the  maximum  domes- 
tic demand  and  fire  draft  during  a  season  of 
drought.  The  distributing  reservoir,  also, 
should  be  large  enough  for  several  days' 
domestic  consumption,  and  with  a  sufficient 
reserve  in  addition  for  fire  purposes.  In  some 
instances  distributing  reservoirs  are  large 
enough  only  to  supply  a  day's  avei-age  demand 
for  domestic  purposes,  and  a  break  in  one  or 
both  of  the  supply  mains,  or  stoppage  for 
necessary  repairs,  may  leave  the  city  without 
water. 

Where  a  gi-avity  supply  is  insufficient  and 
the  system  is  reinforced  by  direct  pumping 
from  a  neighboring  river  or  lake,  it  should  be 
remembered  that  while  this  reserve  may  be 
excellent  for  purposes  of  domestic  supply  it 
may  prove  unreliable  in  case  of  an  ejjtensive 
conflagration  unless  such  puminng  system  is 
so  arranged  and  managed  as  to  bring  the  re- 
serve plant  into  full  action  whenever  needed 
— a  feature  of  such  duplex  systems  which 
should  always  be  carefully  investigated. 

Where  the  lay  of  the  land  does  not  permit 
of  an  elevated  reservoir  and  reliance  is  neces- 
sarily ijlaced  upon  direct  jiumping  systems 
and  standpipes,  direct  pumping,  or  the  so- 
called  Holly  system,  has  given  excellent  ser- 
vice in  many  cases;  in  other  cases  it  has  failed 
to  respond  properly,  and  since  of  necessity  'it 
must  depend  upon  some  device  to  transmit 
the  alarm  of  fire  and  a  notification  that  extra 
pressure  is  needed,  and  relies  moreover  on 
there  being  a  surplus  of  steam  and  a  pump 
capacity  available  instantly,  it  capnot  com- 
pare with  first-class  reservoir  service  in  point 
of  security. 

There  should  'be  a  liberal  distribution  of  re- 
lief valves  to  prevent  water-hammer. 

If  the  pumping  station  on  the  Holly  system 
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is  in  close  proximity  to  the  city  (but  not  liable 
to  be  destroyed  by  a  conflagration)  it  is  more 
reliable  than  when  several  miles  distant. 
There  should  be  duplicate  pumpiug-  eng'incs — 
three  would  be  better  still — with  at  least 
three  force  mains. 

The  pumping  station  should  be  connected 
electrically  with  the  fire  department,  so  that 
when  an  alai-m  of  fire  is  received  at  the  en- 
gine-house the  intellig-ence  will  reach  the 
pumping  station  at  the  same  moment. 


A  Mortgage  Clause  Decision. 

In  a  recent  case  before  the  United  States 
circuit  court  of  appeals  the  mortgage  clause  of 
the  New  York  standard  form  of  policy  was 
the  subject  of  an  interesting  ruling.  It  was 
held,  that  the  effect  of  the  "union  mortgage 
clause,"  when  attached  to  a  policy  running  to 
mortgagor,  is  to  make  a  new  and  separate 
contract  between  the  mortgagee  and  the  in- 
surer, and  to  effect  a  separate  insurance  of 
the  interest  of  the  mortgagee  dependent  for 
its  validity  solely  upon  the  course  of  action  of 
the  insurance  company  and  the  mortgagee, 
and  unaffected  by  any  act  or  neglect  of  the 
mortgagor  of  which  the  mortgagee  is  ignor- 
ant, whether  such  act  or  neglect  was  done  or 
permitted  prior  or  subsequent  to  the  issue  of 
the  mortgage  clause. 

The  facts  in  this  peculiar  case  are  as  fol- 
lows :  Two  men  named  Bohn  conveyed  the 
buildings  insured,  and  the  lot,  subject  to  a 
$25,000  mortgage,  to  the  Bohn  manufacturing 
corporation,  the  capital  stock  of  which  the 
two  Bohns  owned.  The  conveyance  was  a 
matter  of  form.  The  actual  ownership  con- 
tinued with  the  two  men,  aside  from  the 
mortgage,  but  the  hazard  was  increased  by 
the  transfer.  In  the  language  of  the  court, 
"it  is  very  evident  that  the  danger  that  the 
property  would  bui-n  was  vastly  greater  with 
this  in.surance  of  125,000  running  to  the  Bolnis 
individually,  the  corporation  being  insolvent, 
provided  they  could  collect  it,  and  the  fact 
that  they  were  not  the  owners  of  the  jirop- 
erty  was  very  material  to  the  risk. ' ' 

The  agent  renewed  the  policies  issued  to 
the  individual  owners,  after  the  formation  of 
the  stock  company.  It  was  held  that  when 
the  policies  were  renewed  and  when  the  fire 
occurred  the  Bohns  were  not  ".sole  and  uncon- 
ditional owners"  and  had  no  legal  nor  equit- 
able title.  They  were  merely  stockholders  in 
the  corporation  to  which  the  title  had  passed. 
The  stockholders  are  not  the  unconditional 
owners  of  the  property  of    the  corporation. 


The  ooi'poi'iition  only  could  sell,  etc.,  ai.d 
these  stockholders,  although  owning  all  the 
stock,  were  not  the  unconditional  owners. 

The  interest  of  the  Bohns  as  stockholders 
was  not  insui-ed  by  these  policies. 

The  defendant  insurance  companies  (the 
Syndicate  and  Now  Hampshire)  chiinied  that 
the  mortgage  clause  limited  the  mortgagee's 
right  to  recover  such  amount  as  became  due 
or  payable  to  the  Bohns,  and  that  inasmui'h 
as  the  Bohns  had  no  interest  insured,  and  no 
amount  ever  became  due  to  them,  nothing 
ever  became  due  to  the  mortgagee  (the  Na- 
tional Life  of  Vermont) .  This  construction  of 
the  contract  the  court  characterized  as  nar- 
row and  subtle.  The  companies  intended  to 
and  did  agree,  by  the  mortgage  clause,  that 
no  act  or  neglect  of  the  mortgagor  or  assured 
unknown  to  the  mortgagee,  whether  prior  or 
subsequent  to  the  date  of  this  contract, 
should  avoid  it.  As  to  fraudulent  proofs  of 
loss  by  mortgagor,  the  mortgage  clause  does 
not  require  proofs  of  loss,  and  the  mortgagee 
was  not  required  to  make  any. 


President  McCall  on  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary. 

When  the  New  York  Life'  was  organized 
there  were  twelve  American  companies  doing 
life  insurance  business,  and  the  new  insur- 
ance in  1844  was  about  $3,000,000.  Of  these 
twelve  companies  nine  are  now  in  existence, 
but  only  four  are  taking  new  risks.  These 
four  are  the  Presbyterian  Ministers  Fund  of 
Philadelphia,  the  New  England  Mutual  of 
Boston,  the  Mutual  Life  of  New  York  and  the 
Mutual  Benefit  of  New  Jersey.  The  new 
business  of  these  companies  in  1894  was  about 
sixty  times  as  great  as  that  of  all  American 
companies  in  1844.  Forty-two  companies  of 
this  country  on  January  i,  1895,  held  ^1,000,- 
000,000  of  assets.  Their  premium  receipts 
from  date  of  organization  were  I2, 750, 000, 000, 
and  they  had  paid  during  the  same  period  to 
policyholders  $r, 800, 000, 000.  Colossal  indeed 
are  the  figures  that  tell  this  tale,  and  the  re- 
sults of  the  trusts  confided  to  their  officers  ai-e 
unimralleled  in  fable  or  fact.  This  company 
has  contributed  nobly  to  it  all,  and  as  we  re- 
call the  names  of  its  presiding  officers,  J.  De- 
Peyster  Ogden,  Aaron  M.  Merchant,  MoitIs 
Fi-anklin  and  Wm.  H.  Beers,  we  recognize  the 
talent  and  great  ability  of  each  of  them  in 
their  respective  terms  of  service.  Let  us  not 
forget  them  in  this  hour  of  rejoicing,  and  as 
we  think  of  what  they  have  accomplished, 
give  to  their  memories  a  tribute  of  sorrow  and 
resjiect. 
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New   En);land   Mutual   Life  Insurance  Company. 

Gains  in  Assets,  Suupi-us,  Premitms  and  In- 
surance. 

On  a  colored  page  insert  in  this  month's 
Coast  Review  we  present  au  itemized  state- 
ment of  the  1894  business  and  present  condi- 
tion of  tlie  New  Eufrhmd  Mutual  Life  Insur- 
ance Coni])any  of  Boston.  The  statomcut 
shows  a  pro.spcrous  state  of  affairs  and  the 
liberality  of  the  coin])aiiy  in  dealing  with  poli- 
cyholders. Over  half  a  million  of  surplus  was 
distributed  among  policyholders,  and  over 
iSfioo.ooo  was  paid  for  canceled  and  surrendered 
IKilicies.  Withal,  the  assets  and  surplus  were 
increased,  and  a  million  and  a  half  was  added 
to  the  insurance  in  force. 

The  New  England  Mutual  Life  has  .i?24,252,- 
828  assets,  which  is  a  gain  of  $1,160,000.  The 
surplus  is  §2,035,428,  a  gain  of  .$432,000.  The 
insurance  in  force  is  nearly  a  hundred  millions, 
and  is  yearly  increasing.  The  premium  in- 
come last  year  was  $3,079,506,  and  the  pay- 
ments to  policyholders  were  $2,828,944.  Every 
year  shows  this  proportion,  and  the  New  Eng- 
land Mutual,  furnishing  genuine  iusunmce, 
can  preserve  this  proiwrtion  forever;  indeed, 
it  can  return  to  policyholders,  yearly,  more 
than  it  receives  from  them  and  meet  all  obli- 
gations, and  so  can  any  legitimate  and  econom- 
ically managed  life  insurance  company. 

The  policies  of  the  New  England  Mutual 
ai'e  unexcelled  in  liberality,  and  they  possess 
very  liberal  features  of  their  own.  Life  rate 
endowment  policies  are  issued  at  the  old  Ufe 
rate  premium.  Annual  cash  distributions  are 
paid  on  all  policies,  which  enables  a  man  to 
protect  his  family  with  the  largest  amount  of 
insurance  at  the  lowest  cost.  Every  policy 
has  endorsed  thereon  the  cash-surrender  and 
paid-up  insurance  values  to  which  the  insured 
is  entitled  by  the  Massachusetts  statute. 

The  New  England  Mutual  has  been  repre- 
sented in  this  field  for  many  years.  It  has 
made  a  most  creditable  record  here  as  well  as 
elsewhere,  and  has  built  up  a  reputation  sec- 
ond to  none,  for  liberal  dealings  with  policy- 
holders and  claimants.  The  general  agent 
for  the  past  fifteen  years  is  H.  K.  Field,  who 
has  written  and  renewed  many  millions  of  in- 
surance in  his  i)opular  New  England  company. 


That  English  Libel  Case. — Last  mouth  we 
referred  to  the  libel  suit  of  an  Englishman  of 
title  against  an  insurance  company  which  he 
repi-esented.  The  company  sent  out  circular 
notices  of  the  fact  of  the  change  in  agency, 
and  the  suit  for  alleged  damages.    The  noble 


British  jury  returned  a  verdict  for  the  plain- 
tiff. Was  it  not  Thackeray  who  said  of  our 
English  cousin  that  he  dearly  loves  a  lord  ; 
On  appeal,  the  master  of  the  rolls  reversed 
this  decision.  Our  contemporary,  the  Review 
of  London,  refers  rather  contemptuously  to 
"such  a  jury  as  is  required  by  our  constitu- 
tion."   

Fire  Underwriting. 

Fmi.M  THE  Addkess  of  Pkesident  Watt  of  the 
Fire  Underwhiters'  Association  op  the 
Pacific. 

The  lazy  man  has  no  place  in  the  insurance 
business — there  is  too  much  to  be  done— and 
laziness  cannot  be  tolerated.  We  must  not 
be  satisfied  simply  with  collecting  premiums 
and  paying  losses.  The  theory  that  we  must 
take  the  risk  as  we  find  it  and  fix  the  rate 
accordingly  is  in  the  abstract  correct,  but  we 
are  more  than  insurance  men — we  are  citizens 
and  owe  to  the  community  as  much  as  any 
other  class  of  men.  The  tremendous  fire  loss, 
estimated  in  1892  at  $132,000,000,  in  1S93  at 
-* 1 56. 000, 000,  and  in  18943!  $128,000,000,  is  simply 
appalling  and  is  such  a  drain  upon  the  busi- 
ness resources  of  the  country  as  should  cause 
every  good  citizen  to  stop  and  think  what  can 
be  done  to  reduce  this  terrible  waste.  To 
this  matter  therefore  we  should  give  our  close 
attention.  We  should  study  the  causes  of 
fires  aiid  seek  to  prevent  them ;  the  most  ap- 
proved methods  of  fire  protection,  and  encour- 
age their  introduction  and  use ;  modern  archi- 
tecture and  construction,  and  favor  law.s  to  reg- 
ulate  it;  familiarize  ourselves  with  fire  proof- 
ing materials,  the  -products  of  petroleum, 
electricity,  that  great  and  little  understood 
force  and  hazard,  and  in  fact  everything  that 
has  a  bearing  on  fire  waste.  I  contend  that 
our  business  is  not  simply  to  take  the  hazard 
as  we  find  it  and  charge  for  it,  but  as  good 
citizens  to  reduce  the  hazard  and  thereby 
save  to  the  wealth  of  the  country  vast  sums 
of  money. 

E.XPOSIHE    CHARGES. 

For  the  mathematically  or  statistically  in- 
clined here  is  an  opportunity  to  gratify  a 
taste  for  research.  Some  one  by  considerable 
study  has  calculated  that  in  New  York  state 
22  per  cent,  of  the  losses  arose  from  exposures. 
Applying  this  ratio  to  Coast  losses,  we  find 
that  $1,143,560  would  be  the  loss  attributable 
to  exposure  fires.  The  ratio  of  losses  to  prem- 
iums on  the  Coast  in  1894  was  49.7  per  cent. 
The  exposure  loss  therefore  at  the  same  ratio 
would    indicate    premiums   collected  for    ex- 
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posures  $2,300,000.  Now  the  question  ai'ises, 
does  the  same  ratio  obtain  hei-e,  aud  if  so,  did 
we  collect  on  this  Coast  solely  for  exposure 
charg'es  $2,300,000?  If  not,  our  rates  are  incor- 
rect in  this  particular  aud  we  are  charging 
too  much  for  unexposed  risks  and  too  little 
for  exposed  risks. 

nUILDIXfiS   VEKSrS   STOCKS. 

Hei'e  again  is  an  opportunity  for  speculation 
or  perhaps  for  figures.  How  many  of  us  prefer 
stocks  in  brick  buildings  to  the  buildings 
themselves?  How  many  are  just  as  willing 
to  take  stocks  as  buildings?  How  many  pre- 
fer buildiims  to  stocks?  I  contend,  gentle- 
men, that  the  rates  should  be  so  arranged  as 
to  make  all  risks  equally  desirable.  Do  you 
suppo.se  that  wiien  that  result  is  attained  the 
millennium  will  have  been  reached  ?  Then 
let  us  hasten  on  to  the  millennium.  If  risks 
are  properly  understood  and  rated  all  will  be 
equally  desirable  physically.  Ignitability, 
combustibility  and  susceptibility,  as  stated 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Universal  Mercantile 
Schedule  Committee,  constitute  the  basis  of 
the  rate.  These  three  points  must  certainly 
be  considered  in  arriving  at  the  rate  which 
the  risk  itself  should  command.  Then  defi- 
ciency aud  exposure  charges  should  be  added. 

MAXIMUM   RATE. 

Here  is  a  relic  of  by-gone  days.  Maximum 
rate  10  per  cent.  Why  in  the  name  of  com- 
mon sense  stop  at  10  per  cent,  if  the  risk  is 
worth  15  per  cent.  ?  Is  there  a  magic  .spell 
about  that  point?  No,  the  rate  must  be  fixed 
correctly,  for  on  the  rate  hang  the  permanen- 
cy, prosperity  and  comfort  of  our  business.  The 
margin  of  profit  is  so  small  that  if  it  can  be 
exactly  divided  over  each  class  of  business 
rate-cutting,  excess  commission  and  bad  faith 
generally  will  cease.  Inequality  in  rating- 
builds  up  bad  practices  and  non-board  com- 
panies. 

CLASSIFICATIONS. 

Many  offices  have  for  years  classified  their 
business  under  a  hundred  or  more  headings 
and  such  companies  have  at  least  some  ad- 
vantage over  those  offices  which  do  not 
classify  at  all,  but  there  is  such  a  wide  differ- 
ence in  judgment  both  as  to  risks  and  lines 
that  I  sometimes  wonder  if  the  classifications 
of  one  office  prove  anything  of  very  great 
value.  The  advance  from  the  tallow  candle 
to  the  coal  oil  lamp,  then  from  the  coal  oil 
lamp  to  gas,  and  then  from  gas  to  electricity, 
affected  in  each  case  a  change  in  physical 
hazard;  the  introduction  of  the  three-fourth 
loss  or  value  clauses  afEected  the  moral  hazard, 


and  the  adoption  of  the  co-insurance  clause 
affected  the  amounts  carried  and  the  rates 
secured  on  certain  classes  of  business,  auto- 
matic sprinklers  have  also  been  introduced, 
disturbing  rates  and  lines.  Classification 
methods  meantime  have  changed  but  slightly 
and  in  the  main  the  work  goes  on  in  the  same 
old  way.  Men  differ  so  much  in  judgment 
both  as  to  the  desirability  of  certain  classes 
of  risks  and  as  to  lines  carried  that  it  is  fair 
to  ask.  Is  classification  of  any  great  value  un- 
less carried  on  in  such  a  manner  as  to  show 
all  premiums  received  on  all  classes  of  risks 
and  the  losses  thereon  by  classes  in  each  dis- 
trict? I  am  satisfied  we  have  lost  in  the  past 
ten  years  the  best  opportunity  that  insurance 
men  ever  had  to  classify  the  whole  business 
of  a  department.  This  could  have  been  done 
without  divulging  individual  experiences  con- 
cerning which  some  men  seem  to  be  very 
jealous. 

The  California  Law  as  to  Lloyds. 

No  person.,  corp(.)ration  or  association,  organ- 
ized or  formed  under  the  laws  of  any  other 
state  or  country  (as  a  stock  or  mutual  com- 
pany) must  (shall  or  may)  transact  any  insur- 
ance business  iii  this  state  unless  such  jjerson, 
corporation  or  association  has  a  ijaid  up  capital 
stock  equal  to  at  least  $200,000  in  available 
cash  assets  over  and  above  all  liabilities  for 
losses  reported,  expenses,  taxes  and  reinsur- 
ance of  all  outstanding  risks,  as  provided  in 
Sec.  602  of  the  Political  Code  of  this  state. — 
Sec.  419  Civil  Code. 

No  person  or  company  (or  association)  must 
(may  or  shall)  transact  insurance  business  in 
this  state  without  first  procuring  fi'om  the  in- 
surance commissioner  a  certificate  of  author- 
ity ;  and  all  policies  issued  or  renewed,  and  all 
insurances  taken  before  obtaining  such  cer- 
tificate of  authority,  are  null  and  void. — Sec. 
596  Political  Code. 

Governor  Budd  did  not  sign  the  anti-Lloyds 
bills  passed  by  the  legislature,  and  gave  as 
his  reasons  for  the  pocket-veto  thereof  that 
the  laws  of  California  alroadj'  prohibit  the 
the  Lloyds  or  similar  association,  or  person  or 
jiersons,  from  transacting  business  in  this  state 
unless  they  have  $200,000  sui-plus  funds,  equiv- 
alent to  the  .$200,000  capital  required  of  stock 
companies. 


A  London  paper  says  a  fireman  presented  to 
an  insurance  company  a  claim  for  $10  for  his 
whiskers,  burnt  off  by  a  lamp  explosion.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  they  came  under  the  head 
of  personal  property.  The  comjiany  is  said  to 
have  paid  him  $3.75. 
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The  Massachusetts  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co. 

This  is  one  of  Uie  ohlt'st,  of  Aiiu'riuun  lifi^  in- 
surance' t-()iiii)ainc's,  and  it,  is  a  |)uruly  mutual 
company.  That  it  is  in  tirst-class  condition  is 
evident  at  a  fjlance  at  the  annual  statement 
of  the  company.  The  business  is  .Errowinis:  and 
the  surplus  keeps  pace  with  the  new  business. 

The  annual  statement  of  the  Massachusetts 
Mutual  Ijife  Insurance  Company,  compai-ed 
with  that  of  the  previous  year,  shows  larue 
pains  in  assets,  surplus,  new  business,  and  in- 
surance iu  force.  Turning  to  the  April  Coast 
Review's  life  table  (page  139)  we  note  the 
following  figures:  Assets,  $15,653,366,  a  gain 
of  nearly  .51,200,000  in  the  year,  and  a  gain  of 
nearly  five  and  a  quarter  millions  since  i8go. 
Surplus,  $1,143,672,  a  gain  of  $120,000  iu  1894. 
Insurance  in  force,  $89,878,280,  a  gain  of  over 
six  millions  in  twelve  mouths ;  premiums, 
*3>i5o,54i,  which  is  a  large  gain.  In  the  last 
few  years  this  company  has  doubled  its  prem- 
ium income. 

In  1891  the  Massachusetts  Mutual  estab- 
lished a  Pacific  Coast  department,  with  head- 
quarters in  San  Francisco,  and  its  annual  bus- 
iness iu  this  field  shows  a  steady  increase.  C. 
M.  T.  Parker  is  the  .general  agent  for  Cali- 
fornia. 

Combined  Figures  of  Foreign  Fire  and  Life  Offices. 
The  following  named  foreign  fire  oftices 
transact  a  life  business  as  well.  In  the  Coast 
Review  Insurance  Chart  the  life  department 
figures  are  deducted.  Following  are  the  gross 
figures  of  the  several  companies: 

GroKS  Life 

Assets.  Linhillties. 

Atlas $10,343,489        $  7.425.458 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe  50,728,002  28,094,966 

Northern         23,363,859  14,651,473 

Patriotic 1.965.737  666,722 

Royal 47,757.036  25,141,724 

lloyal  Exchange  .    .    .    21,425,425  10,761,935 

Svea 5.493.!^.^'  .i.-W^ii 

dross  Gross 

Income.      ExpentUtures. 

Atlas $  1,888,326        $  1,730,436 

Li vcr" life  Lou.  &  Globe    9,021,880  8,214,535 

Northern 5.605,527  4.852,299 

Patriotic 908,722  853.392 

Royal 11,348,220  10,367,272 

Royal  Exchange  ,   .   .     3,423,111  3,070,906 

Svea 2,210,736  2,093,277 

FiKE  ITEM!.— The  First  National  Fire  Ins. 
Co.  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  has  reinsured  iu  the 
National  Fire  of  Hartford.  The  First  Nation- 
al's sui-plus  on  January  i  was  ouly  $1,300.    It 


will  i-etire.  The  stockholders  have  made 
nearly  100  per  cent,  on  their  investment  since 
organized  in  1869, — James  Glen  of  the  home 
office  of  the  Manchester  is  now  as.sociate  man- 
ager at  Chicago.— Frederick  W.  Downer  has 
been  elected  president  of  the  American  Fire 
of  New  York. — The  Boston  Marine,  with  near- 
ly $3,000,000  assets,  has  engaged  iu  the  fire  in- 
surance business. — Wm.  A.  Piatt,  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Insurance  Company  of  North 
America,  died  last  month,  in  his  forty-first 
year. — Mushroom  Lloyds  spring  up  daily  in 
New  York. 

A  Qasoline  Pire  Record. 

Sau  Francisco  has  a  law  regulating  the  use 
of  gasoline.  No  per.son  can  lawfully  use  gas- 
oline for  heating,  cooking  or  illuminating  pur- 
poses without  a  permit  signed  bj'  the  fire 
marshal.  The  beneficial  effects  of  this  law 
arc  shown  by  the  following  comparison  of  the 
gasoline  fire  i-ecords  of  San  Francisco  and 
Minneapolis  for  1894,  as  furnished  the  Coast 
Review  by  Fire  Marshal  Towe.  In  Minne- 
apolis, where  there  is  no  gasoline  ordinance, 
sixty-one  fires  were  caused  by  the  use  of  gas- 
oline ;  in  Sau  Francisco,  in  the  same  year, 
there  was  only  one  gasoline  fire,  and  that  one 
in  a  street  lunch-wagon.  Following  is  the 
comparative  record : 

MINNEAPOLIS. 

List  of  fires  caused   by  ga.soline  in   the  city 
of  Minneapolis,  iu  1894,  taken  from  the  report 
of  the  chief  engineer : 
Carelessness  with  gasoline  stoves   ...  20 
Carelessness  with  gasoline  ....   .   .   .  16 

Defective  gasoline  .stoves 6 

Explosion  of  gasoline  stoves 5 

Explosion  of  gasoline 8 

Explosion  of  gasoline  tank i 

Gasoline 5 

Total  number  of  fires  caused  bv  gasoline  .  61 

Two  i>orsous  were  burned  to"  death,  and  six- 
teen w(!re  badly  injured. 

SAX    FUANCISCO. 

List  of  fires  caused  by  gasoline  in  the  city 
of  San  Francisco,  1894 : 

Explosiou  of  gasoline  in  a  lunch-wagon  .  i 
The  foregoing  compilation  presents  convinc- 
ing evidence  of  the  usefulness  of  a  gasoline 
ordinance,  and  suggests  the  recommendation 
that  every  city  in  the  Union  adopt  gasoline 
I'egulations  similar  to  those  of  San  Francisco. 

Menlo  Park,  Cal.,  has  organized  a  fire  de- 
partment. 
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Fire  Protection  Notes. 

**The  ball  nozzle  has  boeu  adopted  by  the 
Boston  fire  department. 

**Colusa,  Cal.,  is  enforcing  its  fire  ordinances. 
No  more  wooden  building's  will  be  allowed 
within  the  fire  limits. 

**Chief  Devine  of  Salt  Lake  City  reports  a 
lack  of  pressure  in  the  water-mains.  The  de- 
fect will  be  remedied  at  once. 

**Eui'eka,  Cal.,  has  established  a  fire  district, 
in  which  cloth  and  paper  partitions  are  pro- 
hibited, under  a  penalty  of  S300  fine  or  less. 

**Gilroy,  Cal.,  has  built  a  hose  tower,  to  take 
the  place  of  the  old-style  rock  dryer.  The 
saving  in  hose  will  soon,  it  is  said,  equal  the 
cost  of  the  tower.  Gilroy  sets  a  good  example 
to  lai'ger  towns. 

**The  Salt  Lake  Herald  says:  The  town  of 
Goshen  is  to  have  a  complete  system  of  water 
vrorks,  to  consist  of  a  great  settling  tank  to 
be  located  on  the  side  of  the  mountain  and  a 
service  of  wood  and  iron  mains. 

**The  Auburn,  Cal.,  Argus  says  it  was  recent- 
ly discovered  that  somebody  had  nearly  shut 
off  the  water  supply  gate,  and  that  the  result 
was  a  dangerous  lack  of  pressure  in  the  water- 
mains.  This  form  of  carelessness  is  one  of  the 
hazards  which  underwriters  must  assume. 

**The  New  England  Insurance  Exchange  and 
the  Boston  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  have 
unanimously  approved  the  new  ball  nozzle  in- 
troduced by  the  American  Ball  Nozzle  Com- 
pany of  New  York,  and  i-ecommend  its  adop- 
tion. The  value  of  such  an  endorsement  as 
this  must  be  at  once  apparent  to  practical  fire 
insurance  men. 

**Of  the  recent  fire  in  Portland,  Or.,  a  local 
paper  says :  Chief  Buchtel  was  inclined  to  be 
rather  shai-p  about  the  false  alarm  from  box 
31.  "This  entanglement  of  alarms  has  hap- 
pened so  frequently  of  late,"  he  said,  "that  I 
commence  to  think  that  the  entire  alarm  sy.s- 
tem  needs  careful  overhauling.  Why,  only 
to-day  at  noon  box  7  rung  in  wrong,  and  box  8 
would  not  work  at  all.  It  is  an  ab.solutc 
necessity,  when  the  city  is  so  poorly  supplied 
with  fire  apparatus,  that  the  alarm  system  be 
in  perfect  order.  While  we  were  on  a  goose 
chase  to  South  Portland  to-night,  a  fire  that 
would  have  swept  the  eutii-e  city  might  have 
been  kindled  and  gotten  under  way.  The 
matter  must  be  looked  into."  Captain  Coffee 
says  that  it  is  the  interference  of  the  Gam- 
well  boxes  that  causes  most  of  the  trouble. 


**The  Portland  fire  of  April  5  (the  ironworks) 
was  a  total  loss.  The  insurance  was  some 
§30,000.  There  was  a  delay  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment, owing  to  a  false  alarm.  Two  boxes,  25 
and  43,  were  "turned  in"  simultaneously,  and 
the  combination  made  31,  a  box  nearly  two 
miles  from  the  scene  of  the  blaze.  This  delay 
did  not  affect  the  result,  it  is  said,  becau.se 
the  ii'on  works  were  doomed  anyway. 

**W^ord  comes  from  Portland  that  the  recent- 
ly amended  fire  ordinance  will  be  enforced  to 
the  letter.  Fire  escapes  and  stand  pipes  will 
be  required  on  all  the  principal  buildings. 
Iron  shutters  above  the  first  story  must  be 
left  open.  Iron  doors  and  shutters  on  the  first 
floor  must  be  hung  on  hinges,  with  locks  which 
can  be  easily  destroyed  by  the  fire  depart- 
ment. Wharves  and  docks  must  be  provided 
with  bulkheads  or  fire-walls,  not  more  than 
100  feet  apart.  The  big  wharf  fire  of  last  year 
taught  a  lesson.  The  new  bulkheads  will  be 
built  in  July,  at  low-water. 

^'^''At  the  burning  of  the  Bidvvell  mansion,  just 
over  the  corporation  line  at  Chico,  Cal.,  two 
city  trustees  ordered  the  city  fire  department 
to  discontinue  the  work  of  extinguishing  the 
fire,  because  the  property  does  not  contribute 
to  the  support  of  the  fire  department.  Fines 
have  been  imposed  on  fire  companies,  in  the 
past,  for  throwing  water  on  burning  buildings 
in  the  unincorporated  surplus,  there  being  a 
law  against  such  service.  It  is  open  to  ques- 
tion whether  those  extraordinai-y  trustees 
could  not  have  been  held  responsible  for  dam- 
ages if  the  firemen  had  wholly  discontinued 
their  labors  in  obedience  to  the  two  trustees' 
commands,  whatever  may  be  the  local  ordi- 
nance. The  services  of  the  little  fire  depart- 
ment should  be  at  the  command  of  the  over- 
the-line  property  owners,  at  a  fixed  rate  of 
compensation  per  hour.  It  is  susprising  that 
such  a  state  of  things  .should  exist  in  any 
American  town. 


New  President  of  the  Springfield  F.  &  M.  Ins.  Co. 

Alonzo  Willard  Damon,  assistant  secretary 
of  the  F.  &  M.  Ins.  Co.,  has  been  elected  pre.s- 
ident,  succeeding  the  late  Mr.  Wright.  Mr. 
Damon  is  a  member  of  an  old  New  England 
family.  He  is  about  48  years  old,  and  has  been 
engaged  in  the  insurance  business  for  thirty 
years.  His  ability  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  president  of  the  Springfield,  who  em- 
ployed him  as  special  agent  for  eastern  New 
England.  This  was  in  1890.  On  Mr.  Wright's 
election  to  the  pi-esidency  Mr.  Daniou  was 
made  assistant  secretai-y. 
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New  Arson  Law  in  Washington. 
House  bill  No.  407,  dotiiiiiifr  arson,  uml  pro- 
vidiiifT  penalties,  passed  both  houses  of  the 
Wushiiifrton  lefrislature.  and  has  been  signed 
by  the  governor.  Conviction  for  a  violation  of 
this  law  may  be  puni.shed  by  a  line  not  exceed- 
ing §1,000,  and  by  a  term  in  the  penitentiary 
not  exceeding  ten  years.  It  is  further  pro- 
vided that  if  any  per.sou  who  commits  arson 
shall  cause  the  death  of  any  human  being,  the 
per.son  committing  said  crime  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  murder  in  the  first  degree  and  shall 
be  punished  with  death  if  it  be  found  that  the 
person  committing  said  crime  had  reason  to 
believe  it  would  cause  the  death  of  any  person. 
Otherwise  they  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of 
murder  in  the  second  degree  and  shall  be  pun- 
ished by  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  for 
a  term  not  exceeding  thirty  years. 


of  Charles  A.  Laton.  Of  the  forcign.companies 
the  Palatine  ranks  first  in  Coast  premiums, 
and  is  exceeded  in  this  respect  by  only  one 
Amei'ican  company.  Last  year's  Coast  loss 
ratio  was  only  46  per  cent. 


The  Palatine  Insurance  Company. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  English  office 
was  held  on  April  9.  The  report  of  the  direc- 
tors stated  that  the  net  fire  premiums  were 
§4,318,090,  and  the  losses  incurred  were  $2,754, - 
870.  Compared  with  1893  figures  there  was  an 
increase  of  §370,980  in  Are  premiums.  The 
balance  at  the  credit  of  the  revenue  account 
was  .§1,571,580,  of  which  §226,935  "'^s  the  result 
of  the  year's  working.  The  Vjoard  recommend- 
ed a  dividend  of  7}^  per  cent.,  though  a  much 
larger  percentage  had  been  earned.  "It  is 
obvious. to  anyone  who  has  given  attention  to 
the  insurance  business,"  said  the  chairman, 
"that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  there 
should  be  an  adequate  and  considerable  re- 
serve fund  on  which  to  fall  back  in  case  of 
emergency.  This  has  been  the  policy  of  the 
directors  from  the  very  formation  of  the  com- 
pany." The  reserve  fund  of  the  Palatine  now 
amounts  to  about  §1.570,000.  Commenting  up- 
(m  the  arrangement  under  which  the  directors 
were  replacing  their  foi'eign  reinsurance  bus- 
iness by  direct  insurance,  the  chairman 
showed  that  the  change  had  caused  some  tem- 
porary losses,  and  remarked  that  their  branch- 
es in  America  had  helped  them  very  much 
during  the  past  year,  and  had  materially  con- 
tributed towards  what,  on  the  whole,  must  be 
considered  the  gratifying  state  of  the  com- 
pany's balance  sheet. 

The  Palatine's  American  branch  increased 
its  assets,  surplus  and  premiums  last  year. 
Some  §2,400,000  is  invested  in  this  country, 
one-fourth  of  which  is  su^ilus.  There  are 
four  American  departments.  The  Pacific 
Coast  department  is  under  the  management 


The  Suppressed  Version. 

Not  Allowed  to  be  Sung  In  S.\n  Fiiancisco. 

There  was  once  a  simple  agent  came  to  'Frisco  on 

a  trip, 
When  the  Compact  rates  were  split  right  up  the 

back; 
His  cheek  was  still  uuhanlencd,  he'd  a  smile  upon 

his  lip, 
Though  the  Compact  rates  were  split  right  up  the 

back. 
When  he  landed  at  the  ferry  he  took  a  little  stroll. 
And  he  mot  a  nervous  manager  who  had  lost  his 

self  control; 
Said  he;    "The  news  is  awful.    Why,  bless  your 

verdant  soul, 
The  Compact  rates  are  split  right  up  the  hack." 

But,  oh  dear,  he  doesn't  look  the  same : 
When  he  left  Mili^itas  he  was  shy. 

But  alas,  and  alack,  he's  gone  back 
With  a  naughty  little  twinkle  in  his  eye. 

He  walked  up  town  with  a  twist  upon  his  face, 
For  the  Compact  rates  were  split  right  up  the  back; 
It  was  hard  to  hold  his  morals  in  their  customary 

place, 
For  the  Compact  rates  were  split  right  up  the  back. 
Of  course  he  knew  his  manners,  he'd  been  taught  to 

be  polite, 
So  when  asked,  "  Hem,  cut  rateS?"  Be  said,  "  Hem, 

all  right, 
I'm  a- stranger  in  the  city,  but  at  home  I'll  try  to 

fight.  v- 

While  the  Compact  rates  are  split  right  up  the 

back." 

He  took  his  arm  in  confidence,  he  liked  his  pleas- 
ant ways, 
While  the  Compact  rates  were  split  right  up  the 

back ; 
And   as  he  passed  the  offices  he  stared  in  great 

amaze, 
For  the  Compact  rates  were  split  right  up  the  back. 
He  asked  on  what  the  cut  would  go,  the  answer  was 

"  good  biz," 
Then  he  took  him  into  Collins'  and  treated  him,  to 

Hzz; 
Said  he,  "I   think  its  nicer  than  a  glass  of  milk, 

it  is. 
Though  the  Compact  rates  were  split  right  up  the 

back." 

They  drank  until  the  artless  man  so  very  weary 

grew. 
While  the  Compact  rates  were  split  right  up  the 

back ; 
That  a  six  per  centum  rate  was  dwindled  down  to 

two. 
For  the  Compact  rates  were  split  right  up  the  back. 
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Then  silently  he  left  the  town  and  took  the  even- 
ing train 

And  wrote  up  hay  bams  at  a  rate  that  gave  the 
office  pain, 

Said  he,  -Theyni  never  catch  me  with  their  Com- 
pact again. 

For  the  Compact  rates  are  split  right  up  the  back.'' 

But,  oh  dear,  he  doesn't  act  the  same: 
When  he  left  Milpitas  he  was  shy, 

But  alas,  and  alack,  he  went  back 
With  a  naughty  little  twinkle  In  his  eye. 

— E.  NHes,  ill  The  Kiiapsui-k. 


Arson  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 

From  a  Paper  by  Geo.  E.  Butler,  Read  at 
THE  Recent  Meeting  op  the  Fire  Under- 
writers' Association  of  the  Pacific. 

On  the  30th  of  January,  1875,  a  resolution 
was  passed  by  the  Board  of  Fire  Under- 
writers, that  the  committee  on  arson  be  au- 
thorized to  offer  a  reward  not  to  exceed  $1,000, 
for  the  aiTest  and  conviction  of  any  person 
g-uilty  of  arson,  in  such  places  on  the  Pacific 
Coast  as  they  may  think  proper. 

It  has  been  deemed  by  the  committee  a  part 
of  their  duty  to  fix  the  sum  offered  to  suit  the 
exigencies  of  each  individual  case,  and  just  as 
no  reward  is  offered  except  at  the  written  de- 
sire of  a  contributor  to  the  arson  fund,  so  the 
amount  of  each  reward  is  usually  agreed  ujwu 
in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  member 
making  requisition.  While  the  committee 
are  empowered  to  name  so  high  a  sum  as 
$r,ooo,  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  in  but 
very  few  instances  and  under  peculiarly 
aggravated  circumstances  to  place  the  figure 
at  more  than  S500,  while  every  purpose  has 
apparently  been  attained  by  the  offer  of  sums 
i-anging  from  Sioo  to  S350.  Contrary  to 
the  impression  prevailing  amongst  some 
special  agents  and  not  a  few  country  agents, 
■there  is  no  standing  reward  remaining  open, 
and  the  committee  have  not  ix)ssessed 
the  iK)wer  (nor  desire)  to  hf^ve  a  stand- 
ing reward  to  fit  all  cases  of  incendiarism. 
Only  upon  application  of  a  member,  and  in 
specific  cases,  does  the  committee  grant  or 
publish  any  offer.  The  reasons  for  this  course 
are  obvious,  and  the  principal  one  is  probably 
all  that  is  necessary  to  furnish  an  explana- 
tion; viz.,  the  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters 
have  no  wish  to  supersede  the  regular  action 
of  the  laws  of  the  country.  The  criiue  of 
arson  should  be  punishable  in  like  manner 
with  other  crimes,  and  in  the  ordinary  con- 
dition of  things  efforts  should  be  made  by  law 
officers  to  the  end  that  justice  may  be  meted 


out  to  the  offenders.  The  reward  which  may 
be  earned  in  those  instances  where  it  is 
offered,  is  only  intended  to  stimulate  their 
exertions  for  our  special  protection,  and,  gen- 
erally speaking,  the  publication  of  a  reward 
acts  as  a  deterrent  to  criminals,  who  hesitate 
to  apply  the  torch  when  they  know  such  an  in- 
ducement exists  for  their  detection  and  prose- 
cution. 

Several  remarkable  instances  have  occurred 
to  fully  prove  the  truth  of  the  latter  remark. 
Many  years  ago  incendiarism  was  rampant 
in  Portland,  and  for  months  the  sleep  of  many 
underwriters  in  this  city  must  have  been 
somewhat  disturbed  by  the  expectancy  of  bad 
news  the  next  morning.  The  publication  of 
the  extreme  rewai'd  in  this  case  was  deemed 
advisable,  and  proved  to  be  quite  effectual. 
In  similar  manner  the  torch  of  the  incendiary 
seemed  to  be  blown  out  after  doing  much 
damage  in  Santa  Clara  county,  at  numerous 
farms  situate  some  score  miles  from  San  Jose. 
After  the  reward  of  $500  was  calculated,  the 
attempts  came  to  a  stop,  as  was  also  the  case 
in  the  summer  of  1894  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Gait,  Lodi  and  Stockton. 

It  is  not  always  confidently  expected  that 
the  district  attorney  in  every  locality  will 
prove  competent  to  pi'ocure  the  conviction, 
even  when  the  evidence  seems  to  be  complete, 
and  in  such  cases  it  is  evident  that  a  reward 
must  be  offered,  in  order  to  procure  the  ser- 
vices of  an  expei'ienced  attorney  to  secure 
conviction. 

An  instance  once  happened  when  the  chain 
of  evidence  seemed  ample  on  the  side  of  the 
prosecution,  but  the  district  attorney  had  a 
partner,  and  it  proved  absolutely  needful  to 
allow  him  a  reward  of  §100  for  conviction,  in 
order  to  obtain  it,  which  was  rather  exas- 
perating to  the  committee,  but  they  had  to 
submit,  that  the  desired  end  might  be  at- 
tained. 

Only  once  in  the  history  of  the  arson  com- 
mittee have  they  made  a  request  for  compen- 
sation where  the  fire  did  not  take  place  or 
was  not  attempted.  A  sum  of  money  was 
sanctioned,  upon  the  written  request  of  all  the 
members  of  the  arson  committee,  the  general 
manager  of  the  Pacific  Insurance  Union,  and 
also  its  attorney. 

This  was  a  curious  case  and  one  that  is  im- 
possible (for  good  reasons)  to  fully  describe  in 
detail,  but  the  actual  fact  was  that  a  very 
large  amount  of  insurance  had  been  obtained 
upon  property,  which,  uix)n  investigation, 
])roved  to  be  entirely  unsalable  and  utterly 
unlikely  to  earn  a  fractional  interest  uixm  its 
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cost.  The  closest  possible  scrutiny  proved 
that  the  infornuitioii  received  was  reliable, 
and  ill  this  solitary  instance  the  conimittec 
was  williiifj  and  cheerful  in  inakinf,'  a  certain 
paj-nient. 

An  extraordinary  cause  to  suspect  incend- 
iarism once  arose  from  the  dislike  of  some 
members  of  a  religious  denomination  to  the 
erection  of  an  orpan  in  their  place  of  worship, 
and  but  for  an  untoward  mishap  it  seemed 
tolerably  sure  that  a  conviction  would  be  se- 
cui-ed. 

During  the  19  years  ending  April,  1894,  "535 
rewards  were  issued,  amounting  in  all  to  the 
sum  of  i?234,35o,  of  which  $27,850  was  paid  as 
the  result  of  obtaining  82  convictions.  The 
aggregate  sentences  were  493  years,  being  an 
average  of  6  years  for  each  conviction. 

The  claim  for  a  revi-ard  is  considered  per- 
fected by  evidence  of  arrest  being  fui-nished 
to  the  committee,  certified  copy  of  the  trial 
and  verdict,  together  with  the  receipt  signed 
by  the  warden  of  a  state  prison,  acknowledg- 
ing that  he  has  the  criminal  in  durance,  for 
the  purpose  of  serving  out  a  sentence. 

Gf.  E.  Butler. 


Parallels. 

The  Evening  Bulletin  of  San  Francisco 
says  of  "an  exhaustive  article  on  fire  insur- 
ance in  a  recent  number"  of  an  Eastern 
monthly  publication,  that  it  "demonstrated 
that  the  insurance  companies  of  Massachusetts 
collected  twice  as  much  in  a  long  series  of 
yfears  as  they  paid  in  losses."  "In  other 
words,"  comments  the  astute  pai'agraph 
writer  of  the  San  FraucLsco  paper,  "one-half 
of  the  premiums  paid  was  distributed  among 
stockholders  and  employes.  A  local  company 
ought  to  make  something  in  a  business  that  is 
half  profit." 

To  the  foregoing  we  add  this  parallel :  In 
Massachusetts  there  is  a  large  printing  and 
lithographing  establishment  which  makes  a 
.specialty  of  "fine  work"  on  "flue  paper."  In 
a  long  series  of  years  the  proprietors  have  col- 
lected from  their  patrons  twice  as  much  as 
they  paid  for  jniper.  In  other  words,  one-half 
of  the  receipts  was  distributed  among  pro- 
prietors and  employes.  A  local  printing  com- 
pany ought  to  make  something  in  a  business 
that  is  half  profit. 

The  editor  of  th((  Bulletin  is  still  at  large. 


whatnot  does  this  quarterly  expiration  date 
follow  ;  Our  office  boy,  poring  over  the  pages 
of  the  calendar,  and  i)erspiring  at  every  pore, 
says  these  expiring  days  for  fire  insurance 
policies  occur  fifteen  days  after  the  quarterly 
holiday  followiug  the  sun's  "ci'ossing  the 
line" — as  Lady  Day,  Midsummer  Day,  Mich- 
aelmas Day,  Christmas  Day.  Gi'eat  head,  has 
our  new  office  bov. 


The  National  Fire  of  Haj-tford. 
"A  leading  American  company,"  indeed,  as 
advertised.  The  National  Fire  of  Hartford  is 
a  wonderful  success.  Look  at  the  clean  col- 
umn of  uniform  dividends  to  stockholders,- 
paid  without  encroaching  on  handsome  surplus 
flf?ui'cs.  In  ten  years  the  business  has  in- 
creased fivefold,  and  the  assets  have  doubled. 
Remarkable  gains  were  made  last  year. 
Nearly  §354,000  added  to  assets,  $216,000  added 
to  surplus,  and  $311,000  added  to  premiums. 
We  recall  no  better  comparative  exhibit  by 
any  company,  with  perhaps  one  exception. 
The  National  Fire's  figures  attract  further 
attention  after  the  flrst  glance,  because  they 
are  lai-ge  and  rapidly  growing  larger.  Nearly 
half  of  the  $3,600,000  assets  are  surplus  funds 
as  regards  policyholders.  The  income  last 
year  was  a  half  million  more  than  losses  and 
exioenses.  On  this  Coast,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Geo.  D.  Dornin  and  Goo.  W.  Dornin, 
the  National  has  steadily  gained  in  business, 
until  now  the  annual  Coast  premiums  are  a 
quarter  of  a  million. 


We  observe  that  the  calendar  of  the  Post 
Magazine  Almanack  contains  these  entries: 
Jan.  9 — Fire  insurance  expires.  Ditto  April 
9,  July  9,  Oct.   14.     What  movable  feast  oi' 


The  Home  Life. 
The  thirty-fifth  annual  statement  of  the 
Home  Life  Insurarace  Company  shows  a  pi'os- 
perous  condition  of  affairs  which  must  be 
highly  gratifying  to  the  policyholders  and 
which  is  the  highest  possible  commendation 
of  the  management.  Notwithstanding  the 
unfavorable  business  conditions  of  the  past 
year,  the  company  has  increased  its  assets 
about  four  per  cent,  to  $8,570,838.69,  and  this 
in  face  of  the  fact  that  the  payments  .to  pol- 
icyholders were  twenty- three  per  cent,  in 
excess  of  the  preceding  year,  being  $1,023,- 
542.01.  It  has  also  largely  increased  its  divi- 
dends and  surplus,  while  its  expenses  were 
five  per  cent,  less  than  the  previous  year. 
These  figures  ai'e  of  the  kind  that  indicate 
safe  and  sound  insurance  at  the  lowest  pos- 
sible cost,  and  show  that  the  company  is  man- 
aged with  prudence  and  wisdom.  Since  the 
accession  to  the  presidency  of  George  E.  Ide, 
who,  by  the  way,'  is  the  youngest  life  insur- 
ance president  in  the  country,  the  Home  Lif^ 
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has  progi'essed  steadily  on  conservative  Hues, 
and  there  is  every  indication  that  the  coming 
year  will  install  it  still  more  flnnly  in  the 
confidence  of  the  insuring  public— Insurance 
Times.  

The  Continental  Insurance  Company. 

Large   Gains   in   Assets,    Suupiais   and   Pre- 
miums. 

The  annual  statement  of  the  Continental 
Insurance  Company  of  New  York  shows  a  very 
happy  state  of  affairs,  as  set  forth  in  the  "hang- 
ing head"  above.  Although  large  gains  were 
made  in  business  and  resources,  yet  this  year's 
statement  in  that  respect  is  not  exceptional, 
for  we  find  that  the  Continental  has  been  do- 
ing that  sort  of  thing— making  large  gains— 
for  the  past  five  years,  according  to  the  Coast 
Review  chart. 

In  volume  of  assets  the  Continental  is  ex- 
ceeded by  only  three  American  companies,  one 
of  which  is  thirty  and  another  is  forty  years 
older. 

The  Continental  has  §6,754,908  assets,  a  gain 
of  $322,000  in  the  year.  Its  reinsurance  i-eserve 
is  ii!3,405.4o8,  a  gain  of  $201,000.  The  net  sur- 
plus is  the  very  handsome  one  of  11,811,269,  a 
gain  of  $335,000.  The  pi-omium  income  last 
year  was  $3,197,722,  a  gain  of  $243,300.  All 
these  are  remarkably  large  gains.  The  total 
income  was  some  $500,000  more  than  losses  and 
expenses.  Figui-es  like  these,  we  are  sure, 
are  more  than  satisfactory  to  both  management 
and  stockholders;  and  they  ai-e  interesting 
and  satisfactory  to  policyholders  as  well. 

The  Continental's  Pacific  Coast  department 
under  Manager  DuVal  has  made  a  very  good 
record,  in  volume  and  character  of  business. 


The  Milwaukee   Mechanics. 

The  contract  between  the  Milwaukee  Me- 
chanics Insurance  Co.  and  General  Agents 
Warren  &  Lanktree  expired  by  limitation  on 
April  15th.  These  gentlemen  were  general 
agents  for  the  Coast  under  a  commission  con- 
tract. Superintendent  of  agencies  of  the  com- 
pany, Mr.  Geo.  W.  Mansfield,  has  been  in  this 
city  for  the  past  five  weeks  arranging  to  place 
his  company  on  a  salaried  basis  and  establish 
a  branch  office  in  tliis  city,  which  will  have 
jurisdiction  over  the  Pacific  states  and  terri- 
tories. We  are  credibly  informed  that  L.  L. 
Bromwell  will  be  selected  as  the  manager  of 
the  department,  commencing  June  ist.  In 
the  meantime  Mr.  Lanktree  has  been  appointed 
to  close  up  the  affairs  of  the  firm  of  Warren  & 
Lanktree,  and  Mr.  Warren  has  been  appointed 
special  agent  of  the  company.     It  is  more  tlian 


likely  that  Colonel  Bromwell  will  retain  most 
of  the  former  oftice  staff,  including  Mr.  Lank- 
tree. The  Milwaukee  Mechanics  does  not 
seem  to  be  at  all  frightened  at  the  present 
unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  in  this  field. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  known  that  the  company 
is  here  to  stay. 

Too  Near. — Where  we  say  "close,"  mean- 
ing stingy,  our  English  cousins  say  "near." 
Very  often  the  man  who  declines  to  insure  his 
life  is  actuated  solely  by  selfish  motives.  He 
is  a  stingy  man,  or  too  "near."  If  he  is  a 
member  of  the  reader's  family  he  is  a  near 
relative  indeed. 

HoUister,  Cal.,  enjoyed  a  50  per  cent,  cut 
last  month.  The  agents  found  it  as  delight- 
ful as  teeth-pulling. 


The  Provident  5aving;s  Life  Assurance  Society. 

Shepparu  Homans  Retires  From  the  Presi- 
dency—Chas.  E.  WiLi.ARD  Elected  Presi- 
dent. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Provident  Sav- 
ings Life  Assurance  Society  of  New  York  last 
mouth  ijresident  Sheppai-d  Homans  declined 
a  re-election.  Mr.  Homans'  reasons  for  this 
act  are  the  increasing  labor  involved  in  the 
rapid  growth  of  the  society.  He  returns  from 
a  vacation  restored  to  health,  but  is  warned 
by  physicians  that  the  duties  of  the  office  have 
become  so  laborious  that  his  health  may  be- 
come permanently  impaired.  Mr.  Homans  re- 
mains with  the  society,  however,  as  consulting 
actuary  and  as  chairman  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors. The  board  expressed  its  high  apprecia- 
tion of  Mr.  Homans'  unfailing  devotion  to  the 
society,  and  of  the  extremel.v  valuable  services 
which  he  has  rendered  during  his  long  connec- 
tion with  it. 

the  new  president. 

Mr.  Chas.  E.  Willard,  the  newly  elected 
president  of  the  Provident  Savings,  is  an  ex- 
perienced, forceful,  and  popular  life  under- 
writer. He  began  the  insurance  business  in 
the  employ  of  the  Railway  Assurance  Co.  of 
Hartford.  In  1887  he  was  appointed  super- 
intendent of  agencies  for  the  Provident  Sav- 
ings, and  a  little  over  a  year  ago  was  elected 
second  vice-president.  Mr.  Willard  is  an 
aggi-essive  and  tireless  worker,  and  his  elec- 
tion to  the  presidency  of  the  Provident  Sav- 
ings will  contribute  still  further  to  the  jn'o- 
gress  of  this  prosperous  society.  The  agents 
of  the  society,  who  know  Mr.  Willard,  will 
carry  on  their  work  with  enhanced  confidence. 

The  Provident  Savings  was  organized  twenty 
years  ago  by  Sheppard  Homans.    Geo.  C.  Pratt 
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is  the  manager  of  the  Pacilic  Coast  deparl- 
meut,  who  will  make  an  excellent  showinjr  of 
■95  business. 

Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  of  the  Pacific. 

ANNUAl,  MEBTING     and    ELECTION    OF    OFFICEKS 

On  May  10  the  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters 
of  the  Paeiflc  held  its  first  annual  meoliuK 
and  elected  officers  and  an  executive  com- 
mittee. Wni.  J.  Dutton  was  elected  president, 
Wm.  J.  Callinyhani  vice-president,  and  Uhas. 
D.  Haven  treasurer.  The  executive  committee 
for  the  ensuing  year  is  as  follows : 

Cesar  Bertheau,  Geo.  C.  Boardman,  Edward 
Brown,  Wm.  J.  Callif?ham,  Chas.  Christensen, 
F.  J.  Devlin,  Wm.  J.  Dutton,  and  A.  D.  Har- 
rison. 

E.  F.  Mohrhardt  was  appointed  secretary  of 
the  board,  and  Alfred  Stillman  secretarj-  of 
the  executive  committee. 

The  general  situation  was  discussed,  and 
the  matter  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  execu- 
tive committee. 


The  Wonderful  Ball  Nozzle. 

What  is  described  as  one  of  the  remarkable 
inventions  of  the  age  is  the  result  of  the  ac- 
cidental discovery  by  Mr.  Charles  V.  Pollock 
of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  who,  wishing  to  produce 
a  circular  and  spreading  spray  instead  of  the 
ordinary  compact  stream,  found  that  the  object 
was  attained  by  means  of  a  widening  trumpet- 
shaped  nozzle  with  a  hard  rubber  ball  inserted 
loosely  in  the  opening.  The  wonderful  thing 
about  the  device  is  that  the  stream  hpwever 
violent  does  not  drive  the  ball  outward  but 
closely  embraces  it  and  holds  it  fast  in  the 
ixisition,  with  the  result  of  a  spreading  shower. 
The  phenomena  is  new,  and  no  explanation  of 
it  has  yet  been  found.  The  rushing  water 
evidently  keeps  the  ball  in  place,  but  no  one 
can  tell  how.  The  first  use  of  this  remark- 
able discovery  was  domestic,  in  sprinkling  the 
lawn  and  forming  fountains.  The  Des  Moines 
fire  department  adopted  it  and  found  that  the 
efficiency  of  the  stream  was  increased  at  least 
one  hundred  per  cent.  One  valuable  effect  of 
the  shower  thus  injected  into  a  fire  is  in  dis- 
pelling or  neutralizing  the  smoke  and  thus 
facilitating  the  escape  or  rescue  of  pei'sons  in 
peril.  The  hose  with  such  a  nozzle  is  also  easy 
to  handle,  from  the  absence  of  the  back  pres- 
sure. 

Fire  departments,  public  and  private,  are 
adopting  the  ball  nozzle.  The  invention,  very 
naturally,  has  been  patented,  and  a  company  to 
manufacture  it  has  been  incorporated.  It  is 
called  the  American  Ball  Nozzle  Co. 


An  agency  has  been  established  in  San 
Francisco,  on  Sutter  street,  just  above  Grant 
avenue.  Manager  Marquis,  who  is  in  charge, 
will  be  happy  to  show  and  explain  the  inven- 
tion to  any  of  the  Coast  Keview  readers. 
Underwriters  and  firemen  and  fire  commis- 
sioners and  owners  of  big  "plants"  and 
lumberyards,  etc.,  are  specially  interested  in 
this  wonderful  device,  and  should  investigate. 


Local  Boards  in  California. 

As  we  go  to  press  the  following  towns  in 
California  have  local  boards:  Areata,  Auburn, 
Bakersfield,  Colton,  Colusa,  Ferndale,  Grass 
Valley,  HoUister,  Marysville, Merced, Modesto, 
Napa,  Nevada  City,  New  Castle,  Ontario,  Oro- 
ville.  Red  Bluff,  Redding,  Santa  Ana,  Santa 
Barbara,  Santa  Cruz,  St.  Helena,  Stockton, 
Tulare,  Visalia,  Vacaville,  Ukiah,  Ventura, 
Willows,  Winters,  Woodland.  In  six  other 
towns  there  wei"e  local  boards,  but  they  did 
not  long  survive  trouble.  Other  local  boards 
are  being  organized.  Rates  remain  suspended 
wherever  there  are  no  local  boards.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  above,  Petaluma  and  Santa  Rosa 
and  smaller  towns  have  been  "'raided"  and 
re-written. 

Death  of  Joiin  D.  Bradford. 
This  gentleman,  the  manager  of  the  Paci- 
fic Coast  department  of  the  Fire  Association 
of  Philadelphia,  died  at  St.  Helena,  Cal., 
April  23,  aged  35,  of  consumption.  He  fought 
the  malady  with  an  indomitable  spirit,  to  the 
last.  Mr.  Bradford  came  to  this  Coast  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health,  and  soon  thereafter 
was  appointed  manager  of  the  Bft-e  Associa- 
tion's department  in  this  field.  Friends  of 
the  deceased  speak  in  the  highest  tei-ms  of 
praise  of  his  character.  Mr.  Bradford  came 
to  California  from  Atlanta,  Ga.  He  had  been 
in  the  service  of  the  company  for  about  ten 
years.  President  Irvin  sent  an  obituary  no- 
tice to  the  Southern  agents  of  the  company, 
in  which  he  spoke  of  the  deceased  as  "faith- 
ful in  every  relation  of  life — a  gentleman  of 
culture,  ability  and  integrity  —  those  who 
knew  him  best  loved  him  most," 


American  Fire  of  New  York. 
A  press  dispatch  of  May  10  says  the  Ameri- 
can Fire  Ins.  Co.  of  New  York  (H.  M.  Grant, 
Pacific  Coast  manager)  has  reinsured  a  con- 
siderable part  of  its  business  with  the  Pheuix 
of  Brooklyn.  The  interests  of  the  American's 
agents  are  protected  by  a  stipulation  that  the 
Phenix  shall  not  compete  for  renewals.  The 
American  had  taken  on  too  much  new  busi- 
ness. 
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No  Partnership  in  The  Coast  Review. 

It  has  come  to  our  knowledge  that  a  rumor 
is  on  the  streets  of  this  city  to  the  effect  that 
a  manager  engaged  iu  the  Are  insurance  busi- 
ness in  this  city  is  a  partner  in  the  Coast 
Review.  We  desire  to  state  once  for  all  that 
the  rumor  is  without  foundation  in  fact.  It  was 
evidently  started  by  some  one  for  the  purpose 
of  injuring  this  journal.  The  Coast  Review- 
is  now  and  has  been  for  twenty-three  years 
the  property  of  the  undersigned.  No  person, 
corporation  or  association  owns  any  part  of,  or 
has  any  control  over  the  utterances  of.  The 
Coast  Review  except 

Yours  truly, 
J.  G.  Edwahds,  Proprietor. 


The  Fire  Association. 

J.  M.  Beck,  for  the  past  year  assistant  man- 
ager, has  been  appointed  manager  of  this  de- 
partment of  the  Fire  Association  of  Phila- 
delphia, to  succeed  the  late  Mr.  J.  D.  Brad- 
ford. Mr.  Beck  is  a  Kentuckian  by  birth  and 
is  36  years  old.  He  began  his  insurance  career 
at  Pasadena,  California,  some  years  ago  as 
local  agent,  and  from  that  position  was  ap- 
pointed special  agent  for  the  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  North  America.  When  Mr.  Bradford 
assumed  the  management  of  this  department 
of  the  Fire  Association  about  a  year  ago,  Mr. 
Beck  was  appointed  his  assistant.  During 
the  year  Mr.  Bradford's  health  was  such  that 
Mr.  Beck  has  had  full  charge  of  the  affairs  of 
the  company  iu  this  field  most  of  the  time. 
Mr.  Beck  is  a  hard  worker  and  fully  posted  as 
to  the  details  of  the  business  of  his  company, 
and  familiar  with  field  woi-k  and  the  wants  of 
the  local  in  this  department.  Frank  M. 
Avery  and  W.  A.  Fraser  have  been  selected 
as  special  agents  for  the  Fire  Association. 
Mr.  Fraser  will  look  after  the  Northwest  field 
and  Mr.  Avery  will  take  cai-e  of  California, 
Nevada,  etc. 

Life  and  Casualty  Paragraphs. 

The  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  reports  a 
large  increase  of  new  business  in  the  first 
quarter-year. 

The  attorney-general  of  New  York  says 
that  there  has  been  no  application  for  a  re- 
ceiver for  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life 
Association. 

The  United  States  Casualty  Company  has 
been  organized  iu  New  York,  with  $300,000 
paid-up  capital  and  $150,000  sui-plus,  all  sub- 
scribed. The  incorporators  include  a  number 
of  prominent  business  and  professional  men. 


Schultze,  the  Tacoma  suicide,  had  $40,000 
insurance  in  the  New  York  Life. 

New  life  insurance  written  in  Colorado  last 
year  was  .$4,000,000  less  than  in  1893. 

The  Kansas  Mutual,  a  thriving  concern,  is 
pushing  for  business  in  the  South.  It  may 
come  to  the  Coast. 

Wm.  S.  Pond,  of  Seattle,  offers  three  ex- 
perienced life  men  first-class  openings  in  the 
Pacific  Northwest. 

The  Fidelity  &  Casualty  Co.  now  insures  ad- 
vertisements— that  is,  guarantees  that  the 
advertiser  will  do  as  he  agrees  to  do. 

The  late  Geo.  H.  Heilborn,  editor  Post- 
Intelligencer,  carried  $100,000  insui-ance  in  the 
Mutual  Life.     He  had  paid  $16,062  premiums. 

The  Fidelity  &  Deposit  Co.,  of  Baltimore,  a 
strong  company  represented  here  by  Voss, 
Coni-ad  &  Co.,  has  been  admitted  to  New 
York. 

The  supreme  court  of  Mississippi  has  ruled 
that  death  by  hanging  at  the  hands  of  a  mob 
is  an  accident  within  the  meaning  of  an  acci- 
dent policy. 

The  agents  of  the  Mutual  Life  in  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee  held  a  successful  convention 
in  Louisville  last  month.  Prof.  Wm.  P. 
Stewart,  the  oratorical,  actuarial  "evangelist 
of  life  insurance,"  was  one  of  the  speakers. 

A  dispatch  to  the  Louisville  Herald  says  "it 
is  definitely  understood  that  the  ailment  of 
E.  B.  Harper,  president  of  the  Mutual  Reserve 
Fund,  is  paresis."  If  true,  this  is  sad.  Mr. 
Harper  deserved  a  better  fate.  His  greatest 
enemies  could  not  wish  him  so  ill  an  ending  to 
his  career. 

All  the  American  companies  doing  business 
abroad  increased  their  foreign  business  last 
year,  except  the  Equitable.  The  total  pre- 
mium gain  was  over  a  million.  The  New  York 
Life  leads  with  a  gain  of  $893,704,  and  the 
Mutual  Life,  somewhat  new  in  the  foreign 
field,  follows  with  a  gain  of  $775,478.  The 
Equitable's  premiums  were  $730,315  less. 

Competition  for  the  "Calef  Silver  Loving 
Cup"  will  be  governed  this  year  by  revised 
rules.  Papers  must  be  forwarded  to  Geo,  T. 
Hadley,  51  Liberty  street.  New  York,  not 
later  than  August  15.  Essays  are  limited  to 
1,000  words.  The  subject  is,  "How  can  local 
meetings  be  made  more  beneficial?"  Will  not 
.some  members  of  the  new  San  Francisco  life 
underwriters'  association  compete  for  this 
cup? 
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The  New  York  Life  now  insures  railroad 
passenfier-car  conductors  without  extra  prem- 
ium t'harpe.  Army  and  navy  officers  and 
women  are  insured  in  special  classes,  under 
endowment  and  accumulation  plans,  without 
extra  charge. 

The  Covenant  Mutual  (Odd  Fellows"  Assess- 
ment), of  Galesburs,  Ills.,  seems  to  be  having 
trouble.  A  circular  was  issued  some  time  ago 
notifying  the  members  that  it  had  been  found 
necessary  to  readjust  the  rates  of  assessment. 
This  readjustment  meant,  as  it  now  appears, 
an  increase  from  seventeen  dollars  to  twenty- 
five  dollars. 

The  Connecticut  Indemnity  Association's 
statement  seems  to  indicate  a  very  expensive 
management.  The  claims  paid  were  only 
$41,957,  while  the  commissions,  salaries  and 
other  expenses  wei-e  .some  •*! 22.000.  In  round 
numbers,  the  cost  of  every  dollar  of  benefits 
paid  was  five  dollars.  Although  the  losses 
were  only  142,000,  the  mortuary  assessments 
were  S62.483. 

Charles  T.  Hopper,  says  the  Chicago  Inves- 
tigator, has  been  made  secretary  of  the  United 
States  Mutual  Accident  As.sociation,  which  is 
doing  business  just  as  usual,  and  paying  just 
claims  with  great  regularity  and  promptness. 
Up  to  the  present  time  the  association  has 
paid  to  policyholders  and  their  beneficiaries 
the  sum  of  >;3,82i,2oo.  It  has  now  54,621  pol- 
icies in  force,  insuring  $274,198,700. 

The  Connecticut  Life  Insurance  Report  is 
the  first  to  ai)pear  this  year.  Commiss'ioner 
Mansfield  says:  "There  has  been  little 
change  in  the  character  of  the  assets  of  either 
our  own  companies  or  those  of  other  States 
during  the  year.  Nearly  seventy-five  per 
cent,  are  invested  in  mortgages  and  stocks 
and  bonds,  although  the  percentage  of  the 
former  is  much  larger  with  our  companies  than 
with  the  other  companies,  and  the  percentage 
of  the  latter  correspondingly  smaller.  The 
percentage,  however,  of  stocks  and  bonds 
owned  by  all  the  companies  to  total  assets  has 
increased  during  the  last  fifteen  years  from 
twenty-six  to  nearly  forty,  and  in  the  same 
time  there  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  propor- 


ily  declining.    It  is  expensive  racing  to  keep 
up  with  this  wild  procession. 

Change  in  the  Harry  W.  Syz  Agency. 

This  well-known  general  fire  and  marine 
agency,  representing  the  Helvetia  Swiss  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  the  Swiss  Marine  Insur- 
ance Companies  Combined,  and  the  Baloise 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  undergoes  a  change 
of  personnel  by  the  admission  of  Gust.  A.  Ziel 
and  Louis  Rosenthal  to  the  fiinn.  The  firm 
name  has  been  changed  from  Harry  W.  Syz  to 
Syz  &  Co. 

Mr.  Syz  has  been  absent,  in  Europe,  much 
of  the  time  during  the  past  five  years,  and  the' 
young  men,  Messrs.  Ziel  and  Rosenthal,  have 
been  in  charge  of  the  business  of  the  agency. 
Mr.  Ziel  has  been  the  fire  man  and  Mr.  Rosen- 
thal the  marine  man.  Both  these  gentlemen 
are  well  and  fa voi'ably  known  here.  They  are 
thoroughly  experienced  in  the  practical  and 
well  versed  in  the  theoretical  part  of  their 
respective  departments. 


Koyal  Insurance  Company. 
Large  gains  in  assets  and  premiums  in  1894. 
This  is  the  record  of  the  United  States  branch 
of  the  Royal  Insurance  Company  of  Liverpool. 
In  round  numbers,  ?^7,6o9.ooo  assets,  a  gain  of 
*i39,ooo;  pi-emiums,  S4, 994, 000,  a  gain  of  i'69,- 
000.  The  United  States  branch  of  this  50- 
year-old  company  has  the  extraordinary  sur- 
plus of  82,186,530.  The  margin  of  income  over 
expenditures  last  year  was  a  very  large  one. 
The  Royal  increased  its  business  in_this  field 
last  year  under  the  management  (5T  Rolla  V. 
Watt.  ^ 

Hamburg-Bremen  Fire  Ins.  Co. 
The  United  States  branch  of  this  long-es- 
tablished Gei-man  ofdce  makes  a  fine  showing 
in  its  annual  statement.  Large  gains  were 
made  in  assets  and  surplus,  and  the  loss  ratio 
was  an  exceedingly  low  one.  The  favorable 
balance  on  the  year's  business  was  nearly  15 
per  cent,  of  the  income.  The  Hamburg- 
Bremen  has  the  handsome  surplus  of  $428,104 
in  its  American  department.  In  this  field  it 
does  a  successful  business  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Rudoljih  Hei'old,  Jr.  Last  year's 
Coast  loss  ratio  was  only  42  per  cent. 


As  exchange  prints  some  very  striking  per- 
centages of  expenses  and  dividends  in  life  in- 
surance, drawn  from  the  reports  of  a  high 
pressure  company.  Ex])enses  have  been 
steadily  advancing  for  thirteen  years,  and 
dividends  to  policyholders  have  been  as  stead- 


There  is  a  boom  in  gold  mining.  A  C.ali- 
fornia  mining  "camp"  has  i-ecently  grown 
from  fifty  people  to  seven  hundred. 

Jesus  Romandia  of  Madera  sued  the  Prus- 
sian National  for  $425.20,  the  loss  on  his  house- 
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Pacific  Coa«t  Pire  Business  in  1894. 

Prhmitjm  and  Losses  by  States  anu  Tekki- 

TORIBS. 

The  offices  in  San  Francisco  have  kindly  i-e- 
poi'ted  to  the  Coast  Review  their  premiums 
and  losses  in  the  several  Coast  States  last 
year,  and  we  are  thus  able  to  print  them  in 
advance  of  the  State  oflSoial  reports. 

California  figures  were  printed  in  the  Feb- 
ruary Coast  Review.  Colorado  and  New  Mex- 
ico figures  include  those  of  companies  not  do- 
ing business  through  San  Francisco  agencies. 

The  Lion  and  Imperial  figures  are  for  a  part 
of  year  only — for  the  part  under  the  present 
management  of  those  companies. 
Alaska. 

Companies.  Premiums.  Lessen. 
^tna $1,048  $    125 


Agricultural 

American,  N.  J 

American,  Pa 

Atlas 

Connecticut     

Firemans  Fund     

German  American 

Greenwich 

Hamburg-Bremen 

Hartford  Fire 

Home,  N.  Y 

Home  Mutual     

Insurance  Co.  of  North  America  . 

Lancashire 

Manchester 

Niagara 

Norwich  Union     

North  German 

Orient     

Patriotic 

Providence-Washington 

Pennsylvania    

Phoenix,  London 

Phoenix,  Hartford 

Phenix,  Brooklyn     

Prussian  National 

Queen     

Rhode  Island  Underwriters  .  .  . 

Royal 

Scottish  Union 

State  of  Penn 

Sun,  London 

Svea 

St.  Paul 

Transatlantic 

Union  of  London 

Westchester 


9 

48g 
684 

1,193 
q25 

1,162 

1,391 
3C9 
839 
707 

1,008 

84 

223 

295 
698 
1,029 
1,007 
237 
261 
285 
180 

457 
404 

1,008 
662 
544 
956 
479 

1,007 

66r 

62 

1,526 
575 
157 
466 
622 


Total $23,652 

Average  loss  ratio.  1S91,  30.0  per  cent. 

Arizona. 
Companies.  Premiums. 

.(Etna $5,975 

American,  N.J i5o 

American.  Pa 1,254 


3,253 


3,482 


J6,923 


Losses. 

*3,933 

2,103 


Companies.  Premiums. 

AthiH 1,780 

American.  N.  Y 439 

Agricultural 9 

Caledonian 554 

Commercial  Union 2,630 

Connecticut i,553 

Fire  Association,  Pa 2,383 

Firemans  Fund 8,608 

Greenwich 123 

German-American 1,469 

Hartford  Fire 4,575 

Hamburg-Bremen 2,073 

Home,  N.  Y 8,915 

Home  Mutual 3,173 

Imperial '.   .   .  1,159 

Insurance  Co.  of  North  America  .  3,"° 

Lancashire 9 

Lion 1,091 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe    .   .  3,614 

London  &  Lancashire 3-175 

Manchester     1,293 

National,  Hartford     6,552 

Niagara 2,519 

North  Briti.sh  &  Mercantile   .  .   .  1,280 

Norwich  Union     922 

Orient     4,149 

Phoenix,  Hartford 8,915 

Phenix,  Brooklyn     1,506 

Phoenix,  London 2,761 

Providence-Washington 1,679 

Pennsylvania 452 

Palatine 1.702 

Patriotic 750 

Rhode  Island  Underwriters  .   .   .  1,140 

Royal 922 

State  of  Penn     S18 

Sun,  London 1,409 

Svea 873 

Scottish  Union 2,980 

Transatlantic 105 

Union,  London 1,666 

Western 585 

Total      $102,869 

Average  loss  ratio,  1891,  77.0  jjer  cent. 

COLOBADO. 

Companies.  Premiums. 

JEtna, $27,465 

Agricultural 14,021 

Alliance 20,240 

American  Central 4,209 

American,  N.  J 6,415 

American,  N.  Y 7,792 

Atlas 29,099 

Broadway 3,935 

British  America 16,402 

Caledonian 16,995 

Commercial  Union 38,398 

Concordia     8,292 

Connecticut 27,827 

Continental     33,9^3 

Delaware 4,410 

Fireman's  Fund 43-47o 

Fire  Association 12,064 


sses. 
107 

421 

706 

456 

45 

1,665 

3,161 

750 

8,327 

4,165 

1,384 

4,354 


go 
764 

6,251 

6,555 

350 

3,162 
4,165 
2,085 
7,208 
3,150 


525 


975 

2,391 

3,120 

3-736 

3-205 

561 

$79,870 


Losses. 

$12,102 

3,301 

20,537 

765 

4,356 

4,727 

16,077 

1,465 
13,478 
13,665 
16,791 

5,106 
14.901 
15,101 

I. in 
22,255 

4,450 


ig6 
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Companies.  Premiums. 

Franklin 4-677 

German,  Freeport 13.S81 

German,  Peoria 6,814 

German  American 30.090 

Glens  Fiills 4,0!9 

(ireouwii'h 3,555 

Giraril 5,335 

Home  Mutual 15,546 

Hartford 43.992 

Hamburg-Bremen ii.444 

Hanover 7,55° 

Home,  N.  Y 51.582 

Imperial 10,292 

Insurance  Co.  of  North  America  .  40,085 

Insurance  Co..  State  of  Penn    .   .  9.032 

Lancashire 18,8,59 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe    .   .  60,643 

London  &  Lancashire 26,81,6 

Lion 9,067 

London  Assurance 7,833 

Merchants,  N.  J 4.454 

Manchester 28,659 

Milwaukee  Mechanics 12,013 

National,  Hartford 46,532 

Northern 11,959 

North  British  .it  Mercantile  ...  29  693 

North  German 1,827 

Norwich  Union     21,129 

New  Zealand 13,002 

Niagara 22,169 

Orient     9,737 

Palatine 32,093 

Patriotic      7,863 

Phoeni.x,  Hartford 28,141 

Phoenix,  London 11,155 

Phenix.  Brooklyn 45,758 

Pennsylvania     21,268 

Pacific 5,125 

Providence-Wash 29,267 

Queen 18,728 

Royal 36,787 

Royal  Exchange 15,879 

Scottish  Union     26,928 

Southern 4,9)0 

Springfield 25,906 

St.  Paul     12,687 

Sun,  Cal 5,9(3 

Sun,  Eng 27,237 

Transatlantic 5,125 

Traders 27,149 

Teutonia.  N.  0 9921 

United  States 3,121 

Union,  Phila 913 

Union,  London 16.300 

Western 28,609 

Westchester 3,699 

Williamsburg 4,091 

Total     $1,428,619 

Average  loss  ratio,  1894,  55.6  per  cent. 

Idaho. 
Companies.  Premiums. 

Alliance $  1,177 

^tna 5,8oS 


Losses. 

2,411 

10,599 

1,588 

11,781 

231 

975 

1,015 

14.099 
17,624 

5,614 

8,226 

18,610 

63S 

18,971 

8,938 
15.730 
23.199 
20,780 

3.898 

1,326 

10,126 

15,198 
3964 

23933 
8,458 

15.535 

no 
15.067 
36.090 

9,488 

3.816 
19.956 

7.781 
iS,494 

3.77S 
16.315 

7.576 

1. 99 1 
12', 669 

18,572 

24.332 
5.224 

10,898 
3,400 
7,859 
8,591 
3,782 

22,388 
616 

13.635 
4.79S 
1.205 

93 
9,168 
10,303 
7,933 
2,691 

*794,65i 


Losses. 

$     560 
8,525 


Companies.  Premiums. 

American,  N.  J 1,29) 

*Atlas 927 

American,  N,  Y 952 

American,  Pa 965 

Agricultural 436 

American  Central 708 

British  America    ,   .   ; 952 

Caledonian 5,138 

Connecticut        1,819 

Delaware 344 

Fire  Association,  Pa 1,313 

Firemans  Fund 8.213 

German-American      2,135 

Girard 35 

Greenwich .   .  137 

Hamburg-Bremen 1,587 

Hartford  Fire '  9,475 

Home,  N.  Y 5,797 

Home  Mutual 3,852 

Imperial 872 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  America  .   .   .   .  2,035 

Lancashire 2,038 

Lion 636 

Liveri'ool  &  Lon.  &  Globe  ....  12,243 

London  &  Lancashire 6,179 

London  &  Northern 5,854 

Manchester 6,343 

National.  Hartford 4,375 

Niagara 1,418 

Norwich  Union 3,140 

North  British  &  Mercantile  .  .   .  3.039 

North  German 16 

Orient     1,117 

Patriotic 323 

Palatine 3.849 

Pennsylvania     931 

Phoenix,  London 2,960 

Phoenix,  Hartford 5-797 

Phenix,  Brooldyn 8,618 

Providence-Washington 921  • 

Queen ._ 1,435 

Rhode  Island 9S0 

Royal 3,140 

Royal  Exchange 7rf 

State  of  Penn     489 

Scottish  Union 873 

Sun,  London 1.973 

Teutonia 96 

Transatlantic "         31 

Union,  London 68 

Western 1,270 

Total $136,839 

Average  loss  ratio,  189),  to6.6  per  cent. 
♦Withdrew  early  in  '94. 

MONT.\N.\. 

Companies.  Premiums. 

..Etna $21,022 

American,  Pa 5,353 

Agricultural 984 

Alliance    .   .   .  .   : 8,130 

American.  N.  J.     .   .   .  , 6,502 

American  Central 10,407 

American,  N.  Y 2,611 


Losses. 

17 

3.502 

1,869 

3,159 

52 

476 

i,86g 

3-590 
1,896 

1.485 

1,746 

■  7,064 

4.427 

.  596 
4.593 
3.213 
7,304 
5,447 

853 
2,602 

16,795 
1.897 
4,977 
4.295 
6,472 

4.919 
4>279 
2,807 

3.471 

705 

2,482 

12 

2.348 

7.304 

5.811 

1,604 

168 

509 

4,277 

152 

509 

655 

1,012 

1,141 

2.492 
$145,938 


Losses. 

•?i  1,394 

2,988 

15 

3,153 

3,060 

4,483 
1,000 


The  Coast  T{efiew. 


'97 


Companies.  Premiums. 

Atlas 9SS6 

Caledonian 16. 141 

Commercial  Union 16,718 

Connecticut 7,882 

Continental     21.239 

Delaware 7.232 

Fire  Association,  Pa 9,600 

Fireman's  Fund 34,842 

Girard 2,589 

Greenwich 3.213 

Hamburg-Bremen 8,710 

Hanover 4,851 

Ha  rtford  Fire 29,07 1 

Home,  N.  Y 19,368 

Home  Mutual 11,510 

Imperial 6,721 

Insurance  Co.  of  North  America  .  12,607 

Lancashire 9,635 

Lion 4.534 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe    .   .  20,028 

London  &  Lancashire 18,164 

Manchester     15,982 

Magdeburg 2,714 

North  German 1,583 

National,  Hartford     14,457 

Niagara 8,988 

North  British  &  Mercantile  .  .   .  12,661 

Northern 5.888 

Orient 9,363 

Patriotic S13 

Pennsylvania     5,725 

Palatine 13.316 

Phenix.  Brooklyn     22,503 

Phoenix,  Hartford 19,368 

Phoenix,  London 14, 455 

Rhode  Island 4,138 

Royal 21,042 

Scottish  Union  &  National    .   .   .  13,475 

State  of  Penn 2,320 

St.  Paul     4,421 

Sun,  California 6.372 

Sun,  London 15,565 

Svea 2,220 

Teutonia 1,214 

Traders 4,572 

Transatlantic 7.899 

Union,  London 14.255 

United  Firemen's 1.886 

Westchester 6,193 

Total $582,939 

Average  loss  ratio,  189},  35.7  per  cent. 

Nevada. 
Companies.  Premiums. 

Alliance $2,864 

American.  N.  Y 805 

American,  Pa 304 

Atlas      1. 127 

^tna 3,398 

American,  N.  J 289 

British  America 805 

Caledonian 2.144 

Commercial  Union 3.664 

Connecticut 1,802 

Continental 11,320 


$208,183 


Losses. 

$   862 

7 


3.837 


Companies.  Premiums. 

Firemans  Fund 7,461 

Fire  Association 1,496 

German-American 2,458 

Girard 1,028 

Greenwich  ...» 151 

Hamburg-Bremen 1,266 

Hartford 2,684 

Home,  N.  Y 1,970 

Home  Mutual 579 

Imperial 2.813 

Insurance  Co.  of  North  America  .  1,896 

Lancashire 1,780 

Lion 1,330 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe     .   .  8,940 

London  &  Lancashire 4,086 

London  &  Northern 1,459 

Manchester 1,530 

National,  Hartford 1.533 

Niagara 724 

Norwich  Union     2.374 

North  British  &  Mercantile  .   .   .  2,523 

Orient 2,129 

Palatine 2,259 

Patriotic 156 

Pennsylvania I.3S3 

Phenix,  Brooklyn     19,780 

Phoenix.  Hartford 1,970 

Phoenix,  London 1.829 

Prussian  National 745 

Providence-Washington 171 

Queen     1,853 

Rhode  Island  Underwriters  .  .  .  i,c85 

Royal 2,374 

Springfield 1,269 

State  of  Penn     686 

St.  Paul 137 

Sun,  S.  F 1,319 

Sun,  London 3,308 

Svea 268 

Scottish  Union  &  National    .  .   .  2,963 

Teutonia 86 

Transatlantic 208 

Western 1.073 

Total $125,224 

Average  loss  ratio,  1894,  34.5  per  cent. 

New  Mexico. 

Companies.  Premiums. 

Alliance $1,062 

Atlas 2,706 

.^tna 4,101 

British  America 1,436 

Caledonian 3,570 

Commercial  Union 2,579 

Delaware 1,385 

Fire  Association 3.53° 

Firemans  Fund     9.856 

Hartford 5,774 

Home,  N.  Y 3,227 

Home  Mutual 158 

Imperial 757 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  America  ....  4,803 

Lion 801 

Liverpool  ife  London  &  Globe     .  .  8,708 


Losses. 

1.471 

9 

2,552 

10 


24 

1,351 


2,027 


6-775 


228 

30 

1.435 

6,244 

3 
204 

930 
4,262 

1,351 


3,258 

359 

1.435 

2.327 

26 


2,049 
60 

9 

$43,142 

Losses. 

$1,349 
161 
2,141 
613 
3,159 
507 
964 
780 

7,379 
2,203 

1.564 
24 

3,107 

2 

3,819 
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Companies.  Premiums. 

Louilon  &  Lancashir(> 3.863 

MaucheMter 3.59i 

National.  Hartfonl 8,463 

Northoni 2,376 

North  British  &  Mercantile  .  .   .  3,961 

Norwich  Union 4,347 

Orient 677 

Palatine 5,o74 

Pennsylvania 3.545 

Phonix.  Br 2.719 

Phteni.x,  Hartford 5,522 

Provitlenoe-Wash 2,592 

Prussian  National 1,458 

Khoile  Island 15 

Royal 6,726 

Scottish  Union 6,820 

Springtiekl 5,270 

State  of  Penn 747 

St.  Paul 2,510 

Sun,  S.  F 2,401 

Sun,  London 146 

Svea 121 

Traders 3.986 

Western 1,836 

Total $133,219 

Average  loss  ratio,  1894,  59.2  per  cent. 

OUKGON. 

Companies.  Premiums. 

American. N.J $  2,073 

American  Central 6,339 

^tna 13,831 

Alliance 11,318 

American,  Phila 11,451 

Atlas 6,736 

Caledonian " 13.562 

Continental 26,668 

Commercial  Union 25,842 

Connecticut 21,577 

Fireman's  Fund 51,840 

Fire  Association  .   .       10,560 

Gennan-American 39,016 

Greenwich 1,078 

Hartford  Fire 33. '92 

Hamburg-Bremen 23,518 

Home  Mutual 29,548 

Home,  N.  Y 21,235 

Imperial 997i 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  America   ....  14,009 

Lancashire     12,268 

Lion 7,075 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe    .   .  44,432 

London  &  Lancashire 34, 401 

London  &  Northern     20,018 

Magdeburg 9,699 

Manchester 17,239 

National,  Hartford 13,190 

New  Zealand 19.377 

Niagara 3,691 

Norwich  Union 19.475 

North  British  &  Mercantile  .   .   .  18,630 

Orient     16,620 

Patriotic 1,369 

Palatine 11.983 

Pennsylvania 2,940 


34 
470 

56 


Losses.  Companies.                               Premiums.  Losses. 

1,235       Phenix,  Brooklyn 3,949  12,571 

4,787       Phceuix,  Hartford 21,235  10,203 

9,724        Phcnnix,  London 28,359  22,362 

65  Providence- Washington      ....  2.096  2,248 

32S       Prussian  National 5,66g  5,897 

200       Queen 8,918  5,296 

607       Rhode  Island 3,697  5,208 

2,053       Royal 19,475  16,480 

1,672       Royal  Exchange 16,640  326 

973  Scottish  Union  &  National    .   .   .  23.9)8  32,041 

4,588       Sun,  San  Francisco 11. 621  9,024 

1,740       Sun,  London 30,397  '    16,992 

1,275       Svea 2.401  i,iu 

.  .   .         Springfield 18,743  21,411 

4,684       St.  Paul 1,506  215 

2,024       State  of  Penn 2,502  4,059 

4,860        Teutouia ■  1,082  2,442 

25       Traders 601  2,268 

59S       Transatlantic 3,684  4,824 

6,150       Union.  London 12,624  8,373 

.   .   .         Westchester 11,216  4,862 

Western,  Toronto 18,076  32,316 

Total $874,210  $616,611 

Average  loss  ratio,  1S9 1,  70.5  per  cent. 

$78,920 

Utah. 

Companies.                                 Premiums.  Losses. 

Losses.        ,«tna $8,485  $2,795 

$4,832       Agricultural 564  2,358 

3,010       Alliance 6,424  2,785 

22,067       American,  Phila 2.509  4,580 

5,485       American,  N.  Y 2,605  1,475 

24,680       American,  N.  J 1,735  723 

2,631       American  Central 3,429  1,049 

18,223       Atlas 5,017  1,251 

5.400       Caledonian :  4,638  1,378 

16,463       Connecticut 3,711  .   .   . 

.7.722       Continental     6,490  15,884 

28,921       Delaware 3.02^  508 

12,667       Fire  Association,  Pa 3.966  2,159 

12.465       Fireman's  Fund    .   .   .- 12,149  3,220 

I       German-American 8,117  2,362 

13,080       Germania 979  500 

18,181       Greenwich 1,886  13 

7.3'o        Girard    ....       S91  1.231 

10,203       Hamburg-Bremen 2,706  431 

1,540        Hartford  Fire 12,555  4,595 

4,830       Hanover :  3,455  550 

12,184       Home,  N.  Y 10,843  2,173 

3        Home  Mutual 3,566  2,766 

8,397        Imperial 3,226  .   .   . 

22,426  Insurance  Co.  of  North  America  .  6,169  878 

13,889       Lancashire 5,763  1,468 

12,348        Lion 3,082   .  ... 

20,230  Liveii)ool&  London  &  Globe    .   .  13,570  3,514 

4,433       London  &  Lancashire 10,206  2,680 

12.538        London  &  Northern 7,377  4-929 

4,080       Magdeburg 3,162  1,480 

16,480       Manchester     4,875  2,091 

11,075       Milwaukee  Mechanics 4,092  2,110 

10,438       National.  Hartford 8,187  1.193 

2,720       New  Zealand 817  5,594 

23,069       Niagara 3,547  886 

2,061  North  British  &  Mercantile  .  .   .  5,641  86  ' 
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Companies.                                Premiums.  Los.ses. 

Norwich  Union 5iS84  1.148 

North  German      3-(^  ''^3 

Orient     3.095  no 

Patriotic 2.5S6  995 

Palatine 5.822  6.606 

Pennsylvania 3.^9^  3 

Phenix.  Brooklyn 7.803  952 

Phoenix.  London 5.95'  4.-t79 

Phoenix.  Hartford 10,843  2.173 

Prussian  National 3.764  603 

Queen 4.S83  2,113 

Royal 5,884  1. 148 

Royal  Exchange 5.i'7  ;3i 

Rhode  Island i,334  533 

Scottish  Union  &  National    .   .   .  6,491  7,516 

St.  Paul 125  •   •   • 

State  of  Penn 572  218 

Sun,  London 11,214  9232 

Sun,  San  Francisco 3.37i  3.965 

Svea 1,99^  1,080 

Traders 2.124  136 

Teutonia 690  •  •   ■ 

Transatlantic 2,430  1,154 

United  Firemen's 1,042  6 

Westchester ... 

Union,  London 4,659  2,113 

Total J29(.62i  $129,476 

Average  loss  ratio,  1894,  44.0  per  cent. 

Washington. 

Companies.                                Premiums.  Losses. 

.Etna 129,835  $14-598 

Agricultural 937  521 

Alliance 12,289  10,505 

American,  Phila 11,446  8,672 

American,  N.  Y 6.608  3.S02 

American,  N.  J 6,478  4.046 

American  Central 12,064  7,931 

Atlas 11,915  11,887 

British  America 6,608  3,435 

Continental     15, '79  6,784 

Caledonian      19.278  13.043 

Commercial  Union 42.997  11,269 

Connecticut 6,816  2,139 

Delaware      7.5C9  3.384 

Fire  Association, Pa. 9,483  6,086 

Fireman's  Fund 56,577  35.393 

German-American 31,710  23,569 

Germania     4,876  1,128 

Girard 1,43"  '82 

Greenwich 3,015  2,858 

Hamburg-Bremen 15.747  7,985 

Hanover 13,182  1,635 

Hartford  Fire 37,ooi  22,376 

Home.  N.  Y 23,713  17.913 

Home  Mutual 24,786  11,612 

Imperial 10,340  480 

Insurance  Co.  of  North  America  .  14.591  13-789 

Lancashire 19.033  6,287 

Lion 6,884  286 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe    .    .  60,903  47,79" 

London  &  Lancashire 33,868  27,881 

London  &  Northern 33,443  26,218 

Magdeburg 12,110  9,648 


Companies.  Premiums. 

Manchester 21,466 

Milwaukee  Mechanics 8,179 

National.  Hartford 27,533 

Niagara 10,742 

North  British  &  Mercantile  .  .   .  25,098 

Norwich  Union 25,888 

North  German 8,053 

Orient 12,572 

Patriotic 1,496 

Palatine 49.396 

Phenix-  Brooklyn 27,257 

Phoenix,  Hartford 23,713 

Phoenix.  London 21,698 

Pennsylvania     8,985 

Providence-Washington 7,466 

Prussian  National 10,848 

Queen     8,335 

Royal 25,888 

Royal  Exchange 11,287 

Rhode  Island 5,913 

Scottish  Union  &  National    .  .   .  21,080 

Springfield 18.338 

Svea 4,C97 

State  of  Penn 4,167 

St.  Paul     264 

Sun.  London 19-477 

Sun.  San  Francisco 13,260 

Teutonia,  N.  0 3,204 

Traders 1,385 

Transatlantic 14,566 

Union,  London 11,168 

United  Firemen's 2,191 

Westchester 15,145 

Western 8,811 

Total $1,147,583 

Average  loss  ratio,  1S94,  54.1  per  cent. 


Losses. 

■5.103 

122 

14,623 

4,080 

14,129 

18,918 

770 

5,171 

473 

19,555 

21,914 

17.913 
8,876 
4,224 
3,020 

7,4" 
1,085 
i8.9)S 
3,758 
3,650 
1,110 
9,212 
1,668 
993 

19,864 
6,164 
1,205 
89 
9.770 
4,226 
1,698 

11,370 
4,581 

$620,892 


The  Norwich  Union. 
A  comparison  of  the  United  States  branch 
figures  of  1894  with  those  of  1893,  of  the  Nor- 
wich Union  Insurance  Society,  shows  extraor- 
dinary gains  in  assets,  surplus  and  premiums, 
with  the  lowest  loss  ratio  in  many  years.  The 
assets  of  the  American  branch  are  $1,988,223,  a 
gain  of  $165,000 ;  surplus  $587,724,  a  gain  of 
over  §177,000;  premiums,  $1,566,778,  a  gain  of 
$26,000.  In  ten  years  the  premiums  have 
doubled  and  the  assets  have  nearly  doubled. 
The  Coast  premiums  of  the  Norwich  Union  in- 
creased last  year  under  the  management  of 
Rolla  V.  Watt. 


The  story  of  the  popular  quack  doctor  is 
possibly  applicable  to  the  present  situation  in 
Coast  Are  underwriting.  Asked  to  explain 
his  success,  he  said:  "There  is  one  disease  I 
never  fail  to  cure.  I  throw  my  patient  into 
fi.ts;  and  I  am  death  on  fits."  Come  forth,  no- 
ble doctor,  and  cure  this  underwriting  patient, 
who  has  a  bad  case  of  fits. 
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Commercial  Union  Assurance  Company. 

Big    Gain    in    Assets  — Increased    Surplus — 
Lauuek  Premium  Income. 

The  Commercial  Union  Assurance  Company 
of  London,  Enfr.,  makes  a  superb  showin;?  in 
its  annual  statement.  Gains  were  made  in 
premiums,  in  surplus  and  in  assets.  The 
assets  are  now,  in  round  numbers,  >!2o,ooo,ooo. 
The  surplus  as  regards  policyholders  is  Ss.aoo- 
ooo.  The  total  income  is  over  !|8,ooo,ooo.  Over 
^,650,000  was  added  to  the  assets  during  the 
year.     This  is  indeed  a  maguifioent  showiug. 

Deducting  the  liabilities  of  the  life  depart- 
ment there  are  left  f  11,441.465  tire  assets,  of 
which  sum  ^5, 567, 892  is  surplus. 

The  fire  premiums  last  year  were  $5,480,416. 
a  gain  of  ^292,000.  The  total  fire  and  marine 
premiums  were  $6,623,213.  The  losses  and  ex- 
penses were  $1,126,000  less  than  the  income. 

The  United  States  branch  of  the  Commer- 
cial Union  has  $3,581,550  assets.  $1,135,000  of 
which  are  in  excess  of  liabilities.  The  prem- 
iums last  year  were  $2,733,377. 

The  Commercial  Union  owns  its  own  office 
buildings  in  a  number  of  large  cities.  To  in- 
sure the  prompt  payment  of  losses  it  always 
keeps  large  sums  in  banks  all  over  the  world, 
for  the  immediate  use  of  its  branches. 

On  this  Coast  the  Commercial  Union  has 
been  represented  by  C.  F.  Mullins  since  1883. 
Under  his  management  the  business  of  this 
department  has  been  very  largely  increased. 
Last  year's  Coast  premiums  were  some  $320,- 
000,  with  a  loss  ratio  considerably  below  the 
Coast  average  for  all  companies. 


The  Fire  Underwriting  Situation. 

If  any  change  exists  in  the  general  situa- 
tion this  month  as  compared  with  last  month, 
it  is  hardly  a  change  for  the  better.  Rates 
are  being  cut  in  a  number  of  hitherto  profit- 
able localities,  and  there  is  undoubtedly  a 
probability  of  the  extension  of  rate-cutting  to 
other  localities  in  this  State.  Competition, 
when  it  takes  the  present  demoralizing  form, 
will  not  be  self- restrained  nor  content  to 
operate  in  limited  fields. 

Local  boards  have  been  organized  in  a  goodly 
number  of  towns,  and  as  a  rule  they  are 
doing  effective  service.  Portland  agents  have 
a  compact  organization.  Montana  has  a  state 
organization,  and  elsewhere  in  the  Northwest 
the  local  agents  have  shown  themselves 
abundantly  able  to  manage  affairs. 

The  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  has  made  a 
strong  fight  against  great  odds,  but,  on  ac- 
count of  the  non-board  strength  and  the  vv'eak- 


uess  of  some  of  the  board  ofBces,  it  has  been 
unable  to  check  the  demoralization  in  this 
state.  The  executive  committee  have  labored 
hard  day  and  night  to  save  the  business,  but 
so  far  as  California  is  concerned  there  appears 
to  be  a  determination  on  the  part  of  several 
offices  to  fight  it  out.  The  Home  and  Phoenix, 
the  Continental,  and  Commercial  Union,  with 
other  smaller  offices,  continue  to  remain  outside 
of  the  board,  and  with  rates  suspended  in  the 
state  where  the  local  boards  cannot  contr-ol 
the  situation,  the  war  continues.  AVhen  and 
where  will  it  stopi 

The  Coast  Review  ventures  to  suggest  that 
the  Pacific  Coast  territory  be  reorganized  on 
the  basis  of  four  distinct  organizations.  It 
is  evident  that  the  Pacific  Coast  and  Rocky 
Mountain  territory  is  too  large  for  single  boai-d 
management.  Similar  area  in  the  East  is  sub- 
ject to  several  tariff  associations,  in  which 
local  knowledge  and  influences  have  their  due 
weight. 

The  situation  in  this  State  is  very  bad,  and 
it  is  conceded  that  something  should  be  done 
which  will  bring  the  companies  into  harmoni- 
ous relations  once  more.  What  shall  that 
"something"  be? 

Here  is  the  Coast  Review's  suggestion, 
which  may  be  taken  for  whatever  it  is  worth ; 

Let  four  Coast  and  Mountain  associations 
be   organized  as  follows: 

Southern  California  and  Arizona,  with  head- 
quarters in  Los  Angeles. 

Northern  California  (north  of  the  Tehacha- 
pai).and  Nevada,  with  headquarters  in  San 
Francisco.  , 

Washington  and  Oregon,  with  headquarters 
in  Portland. 

Idaho,  Montana  and  Utah,  with  headquart- 
ers in  one  of  the  principal  cities.  ' 

To  these  four  let  there  be  added  a  super- 
visory board,  or  underwriting  court  of  appeals, 
in  San  Francisco. 

The  four  territorial  associations  could  operate 
inexpensively,  and  we  believe  equally  effi- 
ciently and  more  .sati.'^factorily  than  under  the 
old  elephantine  system  of  the  Pacific  Insurance 
Union. 

There  never  was  the  equal  of  the  old  Pacific 
Insurance  Union,  in  the  excellence  and  thor- 
oughne.s'5  of  the  work  done  by  it  in  its  field  for 
ten  years.  No  similar  tariff  as.sociation  else- 
where approached  it  in  services  rendered  to 
fire  underwriting,  nor  in  forceful  and  capable 
methods  of  meeting  underwriting  problems. 
The  same  may  be  truly  said  of  the  National 
Board  of  Fire  Underwriters,  but  it  attempted 
too  much.     The  territory  was  too  large.     The  - 
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board,  in  attemptiug  to  do  the  work  of  sub- 
territorial  tariff  associations,  became  unwieldy 
and  was  obliged  to  limit  the  escape  of  its 
work.  This  was  very  much  the  case  with 
the  Pacific  Insurance  Union,  which  found  its 
field  too  large  and  its  ''machinery"  too  com- 
plicated, to  say  nothing  of  the  growing  bad 
faith  of  some  of  its  members. 

The  local  agents  and  field  men  generally, 
especially  in  the  Northwest,  have  exhibited 
ability  to  combine  and  uphold  rates.  Organ- 
ized as  we  have  suggested,  they  have  only 
to  be  protected  from  "over-head"  writing 
in  San  Francisco. 

The  Patriotic  Assurance  Company. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Patriotic  has  been 
tiled  with  the  insurance  commissioner  of  Cali- 
fornia, and  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  company 
made  substantial  gains  during  1894.  The  as- 
sets on  January  i,  1895,  were  Si, 299,015,  with 
a  policyholders'  surplus  of  about  $600,000. 
The  reinsurance  reserve  is  *;463.269.  The 
Patriotic  is  an  "old-timer,"  having  been  born 
in  1824.  It  has  always  pursued  a  most  con- 
servative policy,  and  met  all  obligations  with 
commendable  promptness. 

Messrs.  Okell,  Donnell  &  Co.  represent  the 
Patriotic  in  this  field,  where  they  have  done 
extraordinarily  well  for  the  company.  Con- 
cerning the  last  annual  statement  of  the 
Patriotic  The  Fortnight  of  London  has  this  to 
say: 

From  the  annual  report  of  the  Patriotic  As- 
surance Company  we  observe  with  satisfaction 
that  the  experience  of  last  year  was  distinct- 
ly favorable,  thus  forming  a  marked  contrast 
to  that  of  1892  and  1893.  There  was  a  slight 
increase  in  the  fire  premium  income,  which 
amounted  to  £185,308;  while  the  losses  totalled 
£103,810,  showing  the  comfortable  ratio  of  56 
percent.  The  directors  have,  with  excellent 
judgment,  restricted  the  dividend  to  5  per 
cent,  for  the  year;  the  result  being  that  the 
fire  fund  is  practically  doubled,  rising  from 
£25,194  to  £50,194,  while  £3,749  is  carried  for- 
ward to  the  current  year's  account.  The  posi- 
tion is  a  thoroughly  healthy  one,  ujwn  which 
the  management  is  much  to  be  congratulated. 


Our  Eastern  tenderfoot  exchanges  have 
taken  Soc-et-tuum's  and  P.  D.  Quick's  circu- 
lars seriously ;  and  they  are  sorrowfully  re- 
peating the  San  Francisco  band-wagon  story. 
Actually,  they  believe  that  the  underwriters 
out  here  hired  band-wagons,  with  colored 
transparencies,  and  offered  insurance  at  cut- 
i-ates,  to  the  tune  of  Ta-ra-ra  boom-de-av. 


"We  Told  You  So." 
Several  years  ago  the  Coast  Review  called 
attention  to  the  rebating  practices  and  excess 
cominissionsand  predicted  just  such  a  condition 
of  affairs  as  now  prevails,  if  those  practices  were 
not  checked.  The  agents  and  bi-okers  who 
made  those  rebates,  and  hunted  for  and  found 
excess  commissions,  can  not  escape  their  share 
of  responsibility  for  the  present  condition  of 
things.  They  thought.  After  us,  the  deluge : 
but  alas,  here  is  the  deluge  xvith  them,  and  no 
ark  of  safety  in  sight.  In  the  event  of  a  re- 
organization, let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
brokers  of  San  Francisco  and  the  excess  com- 
mission agents  have  by  their  conduct  declared 
that  a  low  net  commission  is  ample,  and  that 
the  commission  hitherto  allowed  them  was  too 
large. 

A  Poor  Company  for  the  Local. 
The  rate  war  in  California  will  probably 
cause  the  withdrawal  of  a  few  of  the  smaller 
companies  from  this  coast.  The  Northwestern 
National  will  probably  be  the  first  to  retire 
from  this  field.  Local  agents  should  look  care- 
fully as  to  the  staying  qualities  of  companies 
they  represent.  It  is  very  inconvenient  to 
have  to  take  up  the  policies  of  retiring  com- 
panies and  substitute  others.  Better  put 
your  business  in  a  company  that  does  not 
"change  its  system''  every  month.  The 
Northwestern  National  has  neither  fighting 
or  staying  qualities.  It  is  a  company  that 
permits  boards  and  compacts  to  survey  towns 
and  make  rates  for  it  to  "shade''  just  enough 
to  secure  its  limit  line,  1*2,500,  on  a  first-class 
risk.     A  poor  company  for  the  local. 


Tub  supreme  court  of  Wisconsin  held  (62  N. 
W.  R.  526)  that  the  writing  of  a  policy  any- 
where on  property  within  the  state  is  in  some 
degree  the  transaction  of  business  within  the 
state,  and  that  therefore  a  policy  thus  writ- 
ten in  an  unauthorized  company  will  not  be 
enforced.  A  similar  law  is  among  the  Cali- 
fornia statutes.  We  commend  this  Wisconsin 
decision  to  the  California  holders  of  Lloyds 
fire  ijolicies. 

SoMEisoDY  sends  out  a  table  of  the  surplus 
gains  and  losses  of  all  Eastern  companies  with 
more  than  a  million  assets.  The  decrease 
since  January  1,  1891,  has  been  1^5,663,831, 
while  the  increase  has  been  only  $590,876. 
These  figures  may  be  accepted  as  presenting 
strong  evidence  of  the  need  of  higher  rates, 
but  this  evidence  had  more  force  before  the 
Pacific  Coast  rate  war  than  it  has  now. 
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OlIFXiON. 

29.  Bakor  co.,  farm  property: 
Contiuental $425 

31.     (Mar.)    Huutington,  fr  dwg 
and  coats. : 
Caledouiau $1,000 

25.    Heppner,  dwg : 

Palatine JSoo 

6.     Monmouth,  dwg : 

Springfield $970 

28.    Myrtle  Creek,  fr   store  and 

mdse: 
■     Fireman's  Fund $800 

2.    Milton,  f r  dwg  and  conts : 

Home,  N.  Y %s,y> 

Phoenix,  Hartford 450 

1.  Portland,  dwg.  dock  in  br  big : 
Phoenix,  Hartford $375 

30.  Knappa,  dwg: 

Palatine $500 

5     Portland,  bldgs  &  iron  works : 
American  Central  ....  $2,500 

Westchester 1,380 

Continental 2,500 

Fireman's  Fund 800 

National,  Hartford    .   .   .  1,500 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe   .  4.600 

Orient 1,500 

Commercial  Union  ....  3,000 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .  2,500 

Sun.  S.  F 1,379 

Scot.  Union  &  National   .  1,500 

Norwich  Union     2.500 

Connecticut 2,299 

Queen 2,000 

Palatine 3.250 

Total $33,208 

23.  Portland,  frbldg: 

Royal  Exchange $302 

19.    Portland,  br  big  and  stock : 
Underwriters $330 

2.  Portland,  stock  drugs: 

SpringHeld $380 

JEXaa.     189 

24.  Portland,  printing  presses: 
N.  British  &  Mercantile     .  $324 
Greenwich 324 

13.    Union,  fr  dwg: 

Hartford $300 

Miscellaneous  small  losses  un- 
der $300 : 

Transatlantic $170 

Small  losses S3.399 

Total  Oregon   .   .   .  $45,896 
* 
Washington. 
30.    Ballard,  machinery,  etc. : 
Pennsylvania $138 


22.    Benton,  fr  dwg: 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $4,oco 

30.    Centralia,  fr  dwg  and  furni: 

Manchester $300 

American,  Newark    ....    500 

30.    Chehalis,  fr  dwg,  furni,  etc. : 
Phenix,  Br $600 

17.    Doyle,  bldg: 
.iEtna $6(5 

9.  Everett,  dwg  and  hhld  furni: 

Lion $1,000 

Prussian  National  ....      5C0 

5.    Harymato'n,  harness  shop: 
National,  Hartford    ....  $450 

20.    Mt.  Vernon,  saw  mill : 

Manchester $1,000 

American,  Newark    .   .   .      500 

Caledonian 1,500 

Palatine Soo 

Liver"  1  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .    3,000 

10.  Medical   Lake,  fr  dwg  and 

contents : 
Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  $1,675 
28.    North  Yakama,  fr  bldg.: 

Commercial  Union    ....  $500 
28.    Port    Townsend,    dwg    and 
furni : 
Delaware $750 

National,  Hartford    ....    750 

—     Port  Townsend,  furniture: 

Franklin $300 

Williamsburg  City    ....    300 

20.    Renton,  hhld  furni  and  dwg: 
Scottish  Union  &  N.  .      .  $2,535 

25.    Sedro,  gen'l  fire : 

Palatine $2,500 

Pennsylvania 750 

Prussian  National  ....       100 
National,  Hartford    .   .   .    1,000 

Hartford 1,200 

Fireman's  Fund 1,300 

Western 1,000 

American,  N.  Y.  .       .   .   .    1,000 

20.    Seattle,  fr  dwg: 
National,  Hartford    ....  $800 

22.  Seattle,  dwg: 
Springfield $1,697 

28.    (Mar.)   Seattle,  fr  dwg  and 
contents: 
N.  British  &  Mercantile     .  $425 

— .    Seattle,  hhld  furni : 
Continental $300 

20.    Seattle,  fr  bldgs  : 

Phenix,  Br $150 

American,  Pa 150 

23.  Seattle,  frbldg: 

London     $600 

4.     Seattle,  dwg  and  furni: 
Hanover $385 


16.    Seattle,  dwg  and,  contents : 
Palatine $75) 

14.    Snohomish  eo.,  mill  machin- 
ery, etc. : 

Palatine  .  .   .   : ,  Sii559 

Northern 1,000 

29.    Shelton,  gen'l  mdse: 

Manchester $   900 

American,  Newark    .   .   .  600 

Caledonian 900 

Phoenix,  London 400 

^Etna     495 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe   .  1,000 

3.    Spokane,  fr  church: 

Continental ,  $150 

27.    Spokane,  dwg: 

Orient ...  $2,500 

16.     (Feb.)  Spokane,  fr  dwg: 

United  Firemens     .   .   .  .  $2,000 

— .    Spokane,  dwg,  bam,  etc. : 
Norwich  Union $2,000 

— .    Seattle,  bankers  supplies: 
Norwich  Union $500 

— .    Seattle,  stock: 
Prussian  National    ....  $600 

26.    Tacoma,  gen'l  lire: 
American,  Newark    ...  $   500 

Hartford 1,000 

Delaware        250 

Commercial  Union  .   .   .   .    i.ioo 

1.  Tacoma,  fr  dwg: 

Scotti.sh  Union  &  N.     .   .   .$671 

2.  Whitman  CO.,  fr  dwg: 
Phenix,  Br $1,500 

10.    Walla  Walla,  bottling  works 
and  contents : 
American  Central  .   .  _.   .   .$425 

10.    Whitman  CO.,  conts  fr  dwg: 
Liv«r'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .$33° 

Miscellaneous  losses  under  three 

hundred  dollars: 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .   .  $232 

Imperial 250 

Western 250 

Commercial  Union 200 

Hartford 490 

American  Central 250 

Prussian  National     198 

Transatlantic •  .   .    125 

Total     ,   .  $1,995 

Small  losses      $4,734 

Total  Washington  $64,183 
* 

Utah. 

10.    Salt  Lake  City,  fr  dwg  and 

hhld  furni : 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $1,000 

Union  Assurance    ....    i,ico 

Greenwich .      sjq 
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15.    Provo,  farm  property : 
National,  Hartford    ....  $54° 

24.  Jensen,  log  bldg  and  mdse: 
Phenix,  Br $2,000 

13.  Salt  Lake  City,  furniture : 
^tna     J718 

25.  Logan,  tr  dwg : 
Connecticut $500 

14.  Ogden,  dwg: 

American  Central  ....  $1,000 
9.     Salt  Lake  City,  hhUl  turnl: 

Continental $300 

13.    Salt  Lake  City,  .stock  paints, 
oil.s,  and  t)ldg: 

Palatine $   874 

Atlas 242 

Magdeburg 874 

Imperial 600 

Phoenix,  Hartford  ....    1,74s 
u).    Utah  CO.,  farm  property : 

Continental $494 

Miscellaneous  losses  under  three 
hundred  dollars : 

Phenix,  Br $i45 

Continental 223 

Manufacturers  and  Builders    200 

Small  losses $1,047 

Total  Utah   .   .   .      $14,137 
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8.    Vollmer,  wareh'e  and  wheat: 

Royal $    487 

London  &  Lancashire  .    .       640 

Alliance 2,100 

12.    "Whitney,  gen'l   mdse,  bldg 
and  contents: 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .$1,000 
Total  Idaho       ...  $4,227 

Montana. 

16.  Butte  City,  fr  dwg: 
Lancashire $302 

5.    Chateau  co..  farm  property: 
Continental $i,Soo 

— .    Fergus  co  ,  farm  property : 
Continental $1,250 

3.    Billings,  fr  dwg: 
Home  Mutual $250 

29.    Great  Falls,  dwg: 
Union  Assurance $300 

17.  (Mar.)  Livingston,  hhld furn- 

iture: 

Hanover $342 

24.    Miles  City,  fr  stoi-e  bldg : 

Amsrican  Central $250 

London  &  Lancashire  ...  5™ 
3.    RivervlUe  CO.,  fr  barn: 

Connecticut $500 


20.  Philipsburg,  blacksmith  shp : 

Scottish  Union  &  N.     ...  $200 

— .    Sand  Cowln,  dwg  and  conts : 

Westchester $500 

Small  losses $49.S 

Total  Montana     .   ,  $6,689 
* 

Colorado. 
I.    Denver,  fr  dwg,  furni,  fences, 
etc. : 
Scottish  Union  &  N.  .   .   .$1,082 

28.    Denver,  stock: 
Prussian  National     .   .   .  $i,coo 

12.    Florence,  gen'l  Ure: 

Manchester $200 

National.  Hartford    ....    240 
North  German 450 

20.  (Mar.  1  Trinidad,  dwg: 
Atlas $338 

26.  (Jan.)  Ouray    co..  dwg  and 

contents ; 
New  Zealand $950 

27.  (Mar.)  Pueblo  co.,  dwg  and 

contents: 

New  Zealand $800 

Small  losses     $404 

Total  Colorado     .   .  $5,464 
* 

Nevada. 
— .     Lyon  CO.,  farm  property : 
Continental $700 

21.  Silver  City,  br  bldg: 
Fireman's  Fund $400 

5.    Washoe  CO.,  fr  dwg,  barn,  etc : 
Phenix,  Br $7,787 

S.     Wardsworth,  fr  barn : 
Phoenix,  Hartford $100 

Total  Nevada   .  .   .  $8,987 
* 

Aeizona 
10.    PhcBnix,  fr  dwg : 
Home,  N.  Y $600 


British  Columbia. 
ig.    Incola  Lake,  hotel: 
Ins.  Co.  North  America   .  $1,500 


New  Mexico. 
21.    Silver  City,  hay: 

Palatine $700 

Total  oiitiihle  ten-ilonj  .    .$151,383 


California. 

II.    Anderson,  hay : 

Norwich  Union $970 

16.    Alameda  co.,  dwg  and  barn: 

Milwaukee  Mechanics    .   .  $300 


12.    Benicia,  whse,  grain,  wheat 
etc. : 

Caledonian $  7,660 

American,  Newark  .  .  .  500 
Manchester 17,660 

Total $25,820 

I.    Ben  Lomond,  fr  dwg : 
Home  Mutual $7"o 

16.    Butte  CO.,  fr  dwg: 
London  &  Lancashire   ,    .  $4,500 

22.    Berkeley,  tr  dwg  and  conts: 

Phoenix,  London $2,000 

Springtleld 71-0 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .    1,000 

19.    Beatrice,  furni,  wearing  ap- 
parel and  hotel  furni : 
Western $1,108 

6.    Colusa  CO.,  fr  barn  and  conts: 
Harttoi-d $754 

21.  Chico,  gen'l  tire: 
American,  Newark     .   .   .  $1,200 

Caledonian      2,800 

Franklin   . 1,400 

American,  Pa 2,000 

Phenix,  Br 2,000 

Imi^erial 1,250 

^tna     1,400 

Home  Mutual 500 

Fireman's  Fund 150 

N.  British  &  Mercantile  .       143 

Royal  Exchange 285 

Queen     i,6So 

German-American  ....  1,350 
Union  Assurance  ....  1,450 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .    1,500 

Manchester 3.°°° 

National,  Hartford     .   .   .       600 

Home.  N.  Y 3,871 

Phoenix,  Hartford    ....    3,87: 

Fireman's  Fund 1,5^° 

Commercial  Union  ....    2,500 

Total $34,450 

5.    Contra  Costa  co.,  fr  hotel : 

London  &  Lancashire  .  .  .  $500 
— .    Eldorado  co.,  farm  property : 

Continental $300 

ig.    Eureka,  dwg,  furni  and  barn : 
Western $1,925 

21.    Eden  Landing,  hay : 

Hanover $242 

United  Firemens 121 

Germania 181 

Firemens,  Baltimore    ...    121 

31.    (Mar.)  Eureka,  bakery : 
Fireman's  Fund $813 

II.    Fresno  CO.,  fr  dwg.  furni, etc: 
Phenix,  Br $500 

3.    Fresno  co.,  dwg: 
Hartford $780 
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15.  Gridley,  eonts  fr  dwg: 
Liver"  1  &  LoD.  &  Globe    .$1,833 

16.  Fill rmouiit,  fr  barn  and  con- 

tenls: 
Home.  N.  Y $500 

24.  Groverhiud,  fr  (Iwg: 
Fireman'.s  Fund $300 

30.    Humboldt  co  ,  fr  dwg,  furni 
and  barn: 
Phenix,  Br $100 

27.    Kern  eo.,  dwg  and  barn  : 
Phenix,  Br $2,250 

— .    Kera  CO..  farm  property: 
Continental $4<io 

21.    Los  Angeles,  frbldg: 
Commercial  Union     ....  J600 

16.    Los  Angeles,  gen'l  fire: 
Ins.  Co.  North  America   .$1,144 

Continental 1,500 

American  Central   ....    1,400 

6.     Los  Angeles,  dwg  and  cents: 
Prussian  National    ....  ?6oo 

2y.    Los     Angeles,     fr     lodging 
house : 
Prussian  National    ....  $500 

Sun,  London 425 

Lion 100 

25.  Los  Angeles,  fr  dwg : 

Fire  Association  ....  $2,000 
8.  Menlo  Park,  fr  hotel  and 
bldgs: 

Commercial  Union  .  .  .  $2, coo 
24.    Mendocino  co.,  dwg: 

Alliance $400 

29.    Madison,  blacksmith    shop: 

Royal $500 

4.    Modesto,  fr  hotel: 

London     $775 

Fireman's  Fund 512 

12.    Napa,  hay  in  fr  bam: 

Sun,  London $400 

21.    Napa  CO..  fr  dwg  and  cents: 

Hartford $385 

24.  Nevada  City,  fr  dwg,  etc. : 

Sun,  London $1,048 

Atlas 1,431 

Queen 233 

20.    Nevada  co.,  farm  property: 
Continental $1,000 

25.  Oakland,  fr  boat  house  and 

boats : 
Phcenix,  Hartford  ....  $1,467 

Springfield      980 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .       100 
Sun,  London 938 

29.    Oakdale,  dwg  and  conts : 
American,  N.  Y $300 

29.    (Mar.j  Redding,  hotel: 
Hanover $426 


14.    Pasadena,  fr  hotel   and  con- 
tents: 

Palatine $  5,000 

Phenix,  Br 4,500 

Svea 2.500 

American.  Pa 2.500 

Pennsylvania 2,500 

Westchester 1,400 

Prussian  National    ....  2,500 

Union  Assurance  Society  2,500 

Connecticut 2,500 

Queen 5,coo 

Home  Mutual,  San  Fran.  .  2,500 

Union.  Phila 1,500 

Scottish  Lfniou  &  N.    ...  2,500 

^Etna 2i5oo 

N.  British  &  Mercantile    .  5,000 

Greenwich 2,500 

Glens  B^'alls 1.500 

Milwaukee  Mechanics   .   .  2,000 

Baloise 2.000 

Helvetia  Swiss 3.500 

Fireman's  Fund  .   .....  2,500 

Sun,  S.  F 1,500 

Springfield 1,000 

Williamsburg  City  .      .   .  1.500 

Franklin.  Phila 2,000 

Orient 2,500 

Phoenix  of  London    ....  6,500 

Hartford  Fire 5,000 

Transatlantic 2.500 

Fire  Association,  Phila.    .  25(0 

Liverpool  &  Lon.  &  Globe  10,000 

Phoenix  of  Hartford     .   .   .  3,750 

Home  of  New  York  ....  3.750 

Norwich  Union 6,000 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  America  3,000 

Lion 2,500 

Imperial     2.500 

Sun  of  Loftdon     .....'.  2.500 

Hanover 2,500 

Northern 2.500 

United  Firemen's    ....  2,000 

Firemen's,  N.  J 1,500 

Niagara     1.500 

Merchants,  N.  J. 1,500 

Broadway 1,500 

Providence-Washington    .  1.500 

Northwestern  National    .  1,500 

Hamburg-Bremen 1,500 

Total      $135,400 

8.    Redwood  City,  hotel  and  furn- 
iture: 
National,  Hartford    .   .   .  $1,500 
London 1,500 

6.    Riverside,  fr  dwg : 
Home  Mutual $600 

2.    Redlands,  hotel  and  conts: 

Palatine $4,500 

United  States 1,000 

Phoenix,  London 5.000 

Fire  Association 400 

Prussian  National  ....    1,000 


— .  Redlands,  dried  peaches: 
Norwich  Union $800 

9.    San  Jose,  hhld  furni : 
National,  Hartford    ....  $500 

21.    San  Jose,  fr  dwg: 
Connecticut $400 

12.  San  Jose,  dwg: 
Transatlantic $700 

8.  Santa  Barbara,  fr  pavilion: 
London  &  Lancashire   .   .  $1,000 

9.  San  Jose,  fr  dwg  and  conts :  ■ 
N.  British  &  Mercantile  .  $1,580 

25.  San  Mateo,  fr  hotel  bldg: 

Imperial $375 

Sun,  London :    375  ' 

Lion 190 

19.  San    Luis   Obispo,  fr  bldgs 

and  furni: 

London  &  Lancashire  .  .  .  .$800 
2.  San  Luis  Obispo,  farm  prop- 
erty: 

Continental $200 

— .    San  Benito,  farm  property : 

Continental $Soo 

II.     Santa  Barbara,  piano: 

Sun.  S.  F $300 

S.    Santa  Clara,  fr  store  &  mdse : 

Fireman's  Fund  .   .   .   .   '   '  $375 

2.  Santa  Cruz,  fr  store  bldg : 
Phoenix,  Hartford  ■   ■   ■   .   .  $Soo 

13.  Santa    Cruz    co.,    dwg    and 

conts : 

London J992 

15.    Santa  Cruz,  frilwg: 
Commercial  LTnion     ....  $300 

14.  Santa  Barbara,  hotel: 
Northern V  .   .  $2,500 

5.    Santa  Clara,  dwg  and  furni : 
Ins.  Co.  North  America  .   .  $750 

20.  Susanville,  fr  bldg: 
Northern $400 

3.  Sacramento,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 
Caledonian     $700 

10.  Sacramento  co.,  fr  dwg: 
Agricultural $500 

2.  Soquel,  blacksmith  shop: 
Hartford -.  $900 

26.  Sonoma  co..  farm  property: 
Continental $1,800 

5.    Santa  Cruz  co.,  fr  dwg   and 
conts: 
Sun,  London $1,625 

17.    Stockton,  mdse  in   fr  store 
bldg  and  hay  in  barn : 
Liver' 1  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .$1,383 

27.  Stockton,    iron     clad    whse 
.    bldg: 

Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  $2,500 
Home.  Y'.  N 2,500 
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2y.    Shasta  co..  farm  property: 
Continental $1,100 

14.    San  Diego,  hay  : 

Pennsylvania $   657 

American.  Pa 1,222 

Magdeburg 8S7 

9.    Turloc'k,  tr  tin  shop  and  con- 
tents; 
Home  Mutual $1,000 

25.     Tuolumne     co.,    farm    ijrop- 
erty: 
Continental $700 

— .    Tehama,  farm  property : 
Continental $300 

3.    West  Point,  fr  barn : 
Connecticut $325 

— .    Woodland,  stock: 
Franklin     $350 

Miscellaneous  losses  under  three 
hundred  dollars : 

Phenix,  Br $205 

Caledonian     358 

Imperial      250 

Continental 250 

Liver' 1  &  Lon.  &  Globe   .   .    .  238 

..Etna     305 

Lion 200 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .   .   .  250 

German-American      225 

Fireman's  Fund 150 

Alliance 150 

Phenix,  Br 395 

Total      $2,771 


Northwestern    National   (esti- 
mated!      $10,000 

Small  losses $21,179 

Total  Cal.  S.  F.  Ex.    .  $309,459 

S.4N  Fli.-VNCISCO. 

22.    Store: 
Alliance $3co 

iS.    Fr  bldg,  etc. : 

Sun,  London $700 

Magdeburg 550 

Traders 600 

12.    Gen'l  Are: 

Royal  Exchange     J630 

Fireman's  Fund 140 

Queen 150 

Alliance 300 

Phoenix,  Hartford  .  .  .170 

Commercial  Union     ....    310 

Imperial 341 

Aachen  &  Munich       ....    562 

Hartford 113 

Scottish  Union  &  National  112 

North  German 913 

Fireman's  Fund 140 

Phoenix,  London     300 

German- American    ....  1,490 

Total $5,721 

3.     Gen'l  tire: 

Lion $250 

Fireman's  Fund 520 

North  German 126 


I.    Frdwg: 
Fireman's  Fund $150 

16.    Fr  dwg,  gen'l  fire: 

Hartford $   445 

North  German 1.070 

21.    Gen'l  Are: 

Hartford $377 

North  German 1S5 

American  Central      ....    141 

Alliance 300 

London  &  Lancashire  .  ,  .  230 
Prussian  National  ....  593 
Atlas     119 

28.    Fr  dwgs : 

Fire  Association $243 

New  Zealand 105 

8.    Bldg,  machinery,  etc. : 
Prussian  National     ....  $900 

I.    Frdwg: 

Fireman's  Fund $150 

Patriotic     100 

Alliance 270 

Miscellaneous  losses  under  three 
hundred  dollars : 

Home  Mutual $231 

Aachen  &  Munich 225 

Fireman's  Fund 103 

North  German 140 

Small  losses $       780 

Total  S.  F $  16,393 

Total  California  .   .   .  $325,852 
Total  Pacitic  Coast    .  $477,235 


Pacific  Coast  Chips. 

— The  World  Muttial  Benefit  Association,  an 
assessmetit  wild  eat  from  Wheeliu<r,  West 
Virginia,  has  been  licensed  to  do  business  in 
California. 

— One  of  the  leadinglocal  agents  in  a  prominent 
city  iu  California,  who  has  just  gone  through 
the  rate  war,  writes  the  Coast  Review  as 
follows :  The  rate  war  down  here  was  not  one- 
half  as  hard  to  cause  as  it  is  to  straighten  out 
the  books  afterwards. 

— Has  It  Come  to  This ; — The  couehision  might 
be  drawn,  from  recent  allegations,  that  for  a 
board  man  to  recognize  a  non-board  man  is  au 
impropriety;  to  be  seen  talking  or  walking 
with  him  is  evidence  of  heterodox  opinions;  to 
eat,  drink  or  make  merry  with  him  is  scanda- 
lously immoral;  and  where  a  friendship  of 
many  years  is  not  foresworn  or  concealed,  the 
indiscreet  board  man  lays  himself  open  to  the 
grave  suspicion  that  he  is  in  partnership  with 
the  non-boarder  or  that  the  latter  has  an  iti- 
terest  iu  the  former's  business. 


— Spokane  has  been  given  the  Portland  rating, 
which  is  said  to  be  a  reduction. 

— Eugene  L.  Ellison,  2nd  vice-president  of 
the  Insurance  Company  of  North  America, 
paid  California  a  visit  last  month.  Mr.  Elli- 
.son  is  one  of  the  conservative  Philadelphia 
underwriters.  He  has  charge  of  the  lire 
branch  of  his  big  company. 
— Mrs.  Mary  P.  Staples,  wife  of  D.  J.  Staples, 
president  of  the  Fireman's  Fund  Insurance 
Company,  died  at  the  family  residence  in  San 
Francisco  April  28.  Mrs.  Staples'  maiden  name 
was  Winslow,  and  she  was  a  direct  descendant 
of  Hon.  Edward  Winslow,  the  first  governor 
of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Staples  were 
married  in  1848,  and  wex-e  pioneers  in  Cali- 
fornia. Mrs.  Staples  was  especially  prominent 
in  charitable  work  in  this  city.  It  was  at  her 
request  that  the  philautropist  Lick  left  a 
bequest  for  a  home  for  aged  women.  Mrs. 
Staples  was  also  the  founder  of  the  Children's 
Hospital,  and  largely  instrumental  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Crocker  Old  People's 
Hotne  and  other  noteworthy  charities. 
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— Utah  made  a  surprisiup  friiiu  in  premiums 
last  year,  increasiufj  fi-om  $187,000  to  $295. 000. 

— All  assessment  of  60  cents  a  share  has  just 
been  levied  on  the  stockholders  of  the  Alta 
Fii-e  of  Stockton.  The  company  owes  iSi,2oo, 
18720  of  which  is  on  the  Jacobs  of  Butte  com- 
promise. 

— Thei'e  was  another  cut  at  Salt  Lake  last 
month,  but  the  local  agents  effected  a  re- 
organization, with  H.  W.  Lawrence,  president. 
C.  E.  Hudson,  vice-president;  John  Donnellon, 
secretary ;  Hugh  Anderson,  W.  S.  Ferries,  H. 
G.  Whitney,  executive  committee.  Only  the 
Continental  and  Home  and  Phoenix  agents 
are  out. 

— In  San  Francisco  the  street  gas-lamp-post 
nearest  a  fire  alarm-box  is  painted  red.  Every 
citizen  should  familiarize  himself  with  the 
number  and  loL'ation  of  the  box  in  his  neighbor- 
hood. We  wonder  how  many  Are  insurance 
men  in  cities  can  tell  where  the  nearest  alarm- 
box  is.  Do  you  know  the  whereabouts  of  the 
box  nearest  your  home ;    And  its  number '. 

— The  proposed  constitution  for  Utah,  on  which 
a  convention  is  now  at  work,  has  a  clause  re- 
quiring insurance  companies  to  deposit  §100,000 
with  the  state  treasurer.  This  clause  has 
been  inserted  in  the  interests  of  a  monopoly, 
since  under  it  only  three  or  four  non-resident 
companies  would  comply  with  the  law.  Is  it 
the  voice  of  Demos  but  the  hand  of  Heber? 

— The  Sacramento  Union  prints  some  good  ad- 
vice to  policyholders,  anent  the  insurance 
fight,  to-wit :  Before  accepting  a  policy  from 
a  rate-cutter,  consult  the  agent  who  wrote 
your  existing  policy.  It  doesn't  always  pay 
to  accept  inferior  indemnity  at  lower  rates; 
and  the  return  premium  may  not  be  large 
enough  to  justify  cancellation  and  re-writing 
at  a  lower  rate.  The  agent  may  be  able  to 
prove  that  there  will  be  an  actual  loss  to  the 
policyholder. 

— A  number  of  the  San  Francisco  managers 
have  expressed  the  belief  that  this  rate  war 
will  purify  the  atmosphere  and  teach  a  few  of 
those  companies  who  have  kept  bad  faith  with 
the  P.  I.  U.  and  by  so  doing  built  up  a  large 
and  profitable  business,  a  lesson  that  will  not 
soon  be  forgotten.  This  may  be  true,  but  we 
submit  that  it  is  ix)ssible  to  carrj-  this  "drub- 
bing" too  far.  We  are  inclined  to  the  belief 
that  quite  sufficient  "bloodletting"  has  al- 
ready been  done,  and  we  think  that  those  of 
previous  bad  faith  ai-e  willing  to  get  into  line 
and  staj'  there. 


— More  oil  permits  have  been  granted  in  the 
Los  Angeles  oil  disti'ict.    The  borer  is  bu.sy. 

—Harry  Mann  arrived  in  New  York  on  May 
13,  from  a  London  trip.  Mr.  Mann  will  reach 
San  Francisco  about  May  20. 

— The  Fire  Underwriters  Association  of  Brit- 
ish Columbia  held  its  third  annual  meeting  at 
Vancouver  May  23.  C.  E.  Woods  was  elected 
president. 

— The  latest  trial  of  the  Stockton  Combined 
Harvester  case  went  against  the  insurance 
companies,  the  court  holding  that  the  charge 
of  fraud  had  not  been  sustained. 

— Benjamin  Goodwin  of  Seattle  spent  a  few 
days  in  this  city  procuring  signatures  of  fire 
insurance  managers  to  an  agreement  to  let 
the  locals  run  matters  at  Tacoma  and  Seattle. 

— The  International  Indemnity  Company  of 
San  Francisco  is  the  latest  assessment  life, 
accident  and  sick  benefit  bubble  started  in 
this  field.  The  president  is  one  Dusenbury 
of  Oakland. 

— The  San  Francisco  fire  department  is  all 
right.  Chairman  Dunker,  in  an  interview 
with  the  Coast  Review,  says  that  various  im- 
provements are  being  made,  a  new  station  has 
been  added,  and  that  notwithstanding  the 
city's  crippled  financial  condition  the  efficiency 
of  the  fire  department  has  in  no  wise  been 
affected  thereby.  Coal?  Well,  the  coal-yards 
all  over  the  city  are  full  of  coal. 

— Growing  Grain  Business. — At  ^  meeting 
May  13th  an  effort  was  made  to  form  some 
sort  of  compact  as  t'o  growing  grain  business, 
but  a  prominent  foreign  ofBee  declined  to  be 
present  or  to  enter  into  such  air  agreement. 
The  meeting  promptly  adjourned.  One  com- 
pany, or  even  two,  should  not  prevent  the 
organization  of  a  growing  grain  compact  which 
would  enable  the  companies  to  handle  that 
business  at  a  profit. 

— During  these  war  times  when  an  Eastei^n 
or  foreign  manager  drops  into  San  Francisco 
the  "street "  soon  has  all  manner  of  surprises 
in  circulation.  In  case  of  Vice-President  Elli- 
son of  the  Insurance  Company  of  North  America, 
we  will  remark  that  his  recent  visit  was  to 
pay  his  respects  to  his  friends  here  and  talk 
over  the  situation  with  his  repi-esentative, 
the  result  of  which  was,  in  substance,  to  leave 
General  Agent  Bailey  in  charge  of  his  com- 
pany's interests,  with  instructions  to  do  as  he 
pleased. 
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— Manager  Robert  Dicksou  aud  family  left 
this  city  on  May  4th  for  a  visit  to  the  old 
country. 

— Secretary  Fowler  of  the  Cavender-Fowler 
Insurance  Agency,  of  Tacoma,  denies  the  re- 
ported insolvency  of  the  agency.  Moreover, 
he  adds,  there  are  no  judgments  or  suits  pend- 
ing against  it. 

— G.  B.  Edwards  of  New  York,  vice-president 
of  the  Germania  Fire  Ins.  Co. ,  and  J.  P.  Gray 
of  Chicago,  vice-president  aud  Western  man- 
ager of  the  Hanover  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  visited  San 
Francisco  last  week. 

— An  eri'or  occurs  in  the  article  on  the  Star 
Accident  Co.,  printed  elsewhere.  F.  D.  Myer, 
Pacific  Coast  agent  of  the  Chicago  aud  Great 
Western  R'y  Co.,  is  the  gentleman  referred 
to  as  "a  Mr.  Mj-ers."' 

— Herbert  Folger  and  Henry  Hewitt  of  Port- 
land visited  this  city  last  week  for  the  pur- 
pose, if  possible,  of  getting  the  lire  insurance 
managers  here  to  co-operate  iu  the  mainte- 
nance of  local  boards  in  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

— The  Napa  (Cal. )  Journal  says:  Insurance 
rates  have  been  reduced  70  per  cent,  in  San 
Bernardino.  Such  a  reduction  as  this  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  the  companies  have 
either  been  charging  outrageously  high  rates 
in  the  past,  or  don't  intend  to  pay  losses  in 
the  future. 

— The  Columbian  Fire  litigation  in  Louisville 
nearly  had  a  tragic  ending  for  one  of  the  lit- 
igants last  week.  Thomas  C.  Hindmau  testi- 
fied to  something  which  Assignee  Sullivan 
resented.  It  being  a  question  of  veracity 
between  the  two,  the  former  warmly  declared 
that  the  latter  was  "an  infamous  liar,"  and 
S.  said  "you're  another. "  Little  "passages- 
at-arms"  like  this  sometimes  end  seriously  in 
Louisville.  H,  "started  for"  S.,  who  drew 
his  gun.  The  attorneys  separated  the  com- 
batants, but  the  end  is  not  yet. 
— J.  L.  Fuller,  special  agent  forKoUa  V.  Watt's 
companies,  writes  the  Coast  Review  of  two 
electrical  losses,  one  at  Cottonwood  and  the 
other  at  Oka,  Mon.,  both  on  the  same  stage 
line,  with  telephone  connections.  In  both 
cases  general  merchandise  stores  were  burned, 
with  heavy  losses.  The  telephone  wires  were 
carelessly  inserted  through  the  woodwork  of 
the  buildings,  without  any  insulation.  Light- 
ning struck  a  telephone  post  and  ignited  the 
store  some  distance  away.  This  occurred 
twice,  as  Mr.  Fuller  informs  us,  on  the  same 
stage  line. 


— "When  this  cruel  war  is  over!" 

— Rates  were  reduced  in  Stockton,  and  the  lo- 
cal board  is  happy. 

— Manager  Beck,  of  the  Fire  Association,  has 
refitted  his  office,  making  important  changes 
as  to  light  and  room.  Mr.  Beck's  private 
office  is  much  enlarged  and  neatly  fitted  up. 

— A.  C.  Dounell  has  just  returned  from  an  ex- 
tended trip  throughout  the  East,  where  he 
went  on  business  in  connection  with  his  firm, 
the  nature  of  vrhich  will  be  made  public  later 
on.  Mr.  Donnell,  notwithstanding  the  rate 
war  in  fire  insurance,  which  threatens  to  last 
all  summer,  comes  home  smiling  and  as  hand- 
some as  ever. 

—Pueblo  Chieftain  :  Now  are  we  to  suppose 
that  the  insurance  companies  pay  for  all  these 
fires?  Not  much.  They  pay  the  money,  to  be 
sure,  but  promptly  assess  it  against  the  rest 
of  us;  so  that  while  we  neighbors  make  after- 
dinner  remarks  about  the  sad  lamp  explosion 
over  at  Mr.  Whats-his  name's  house  the  insur- 
ance people  are  putting  the  rules  and  rates  up 
another  peg  on  our  own  property. 

—An  A.  P.  A.  Accident  Scheme.— The  "Amer- 
ican Protective  Accident  Benefit  Association 
of  ReJlands,  Cal.,"  has  been  incorporated. 
You  will  observe  that  the  initials  are  A.  P.  A. 
Among  the  directors  are  H.  C.  Schaertzer 
(vice-pres.)  of  San  Francisco,  and  L.  C.  Jud- 
kins  of  Oakland.  C.  A.  Brown  of  Redlands  is 
president,  and  Jos.  Ogden  is  secretai-y.  Not 
being  a  fraternal  scheme,  the  A.  P.  A.  Ben- 
efit will  be  called  upon  to  put  up  §5,000. 

—English  as  She  Are  Wi'ote.— A  semi-monthly 
so-called  insurance  journal,  published  not  a 
thousand  miles  from  San  Francisco,  contains 
the  following  specimens  of  choice  and  original 
English  in  its  issue  of  April  5:  "The  N. 
Surety  Co.  hm  been  ...  on  the  same  grounds 
that  »!<;)/,"  etc.  A  "cut  rate  that  is  consid- 
ered .    .    .   to  be  the  mination  to  any  company, 


the,"  etc.     "The  expenses 


'The 


patrol.  .  .thc\i."  They  "intend  to  crawl  into 
their  holes  and  plug  it  after  them,  before." 
A  committee  waits  "on  the  board  asking  if  to 
withdraw  their  action."  The  companies  look 
to  the  Coast  to  keep  their  surplus  "in  tack." 
but  "the  pirates"  do  not  give  any  signs  of 
tacking,  nevertheless.  Is  it  possible  that  the 
"Col."  is  one  of  the  sunny  proprietors  and 
editors;  Or  does  a  new  compositor  express 
the  hot  editorials  in  cold  type,  ignorant  of  his 
duty  to  conform  to  the  rules  of  grammar  and 
punctuation*     We  all  make  mistakes— but ! 


iod 
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— A  San  PraiK-isoo  daily  speaks  of  "the  insur- 
ance uuderwi'iters.'" 

— The  premiums  of  the  J.  D.  Maxwell  a?encv 
in  iSgt  were  ^102,790. 

— Santa  Clara,  Cal.,  has  had  its  little  rate 
war.  and  the  insurance  agents  are  looking'  for 
a  new  job. 

— Public  school  insurance  has  been  written 
durins  the  "war,"  at  a  discount  of  85  percent, 
from  P.  I.  U.  rates. 

— The  university  of  Utah  was  rewritten  at  a 
cut  of  60  percent.,  in  board  companies.  The 
lo:'al  board  meets  every  other  day,  and  is 
maintaining  rates  as  far  as  board  companies 
are  concerned. 

— Why  did  Secretary  Cottle  resign  from  the 
State  of  Salem;  What  is  the  actual  condi- 
tion of  this  company  J  Would  it  not  be  well 
for  Secretary  of  State  Kincaid  to  look  into  its 
affairs  systematically ; 

— W.  Wilkins  de  .Winton,  a  goveimmeut  naval 
draughtsman.  San  Francisco,  was  found  guiltj' 
of  arson  in  the  second  degree.  Fire  Marshal 
Towe's  investigations  developed  positive  evi- 
dence of  an  incendiary  lire.  Pyramids  of  ker- 
osene-saturated kindling  were  found  beneath 
de  Wintou's  dwelling  and  the  floor  had  been 
bored  full  of  holes  to  promote  a  heavy  draft. 
Building  and  contents  were  overinsured,  and 
much  of  the  furniture  had  been  removed.  The 
acL'Used  failed  to  establish  an  alibi. 

— Practical  insurance  experts  have  been 
closely  examining  the  possibilities  of  the  new 
ball  nozzle  which  has  excited  so  much  interest 
in  the  past  few  weeks.  It  has  been  demon- 
strated by  actual  experiments  that  this  nozzle 
not  only  gives  to  firemen  unusual  advantages 
in  contending  with  fires,  but  that  it  may  be 
so  applied  to  factories  and  large  buildings  gen- 
erally as  to  make  them  comparatively  safe 
from  destruction  by  fire.  Placed  on  the  hose 
of  factories,  or  in  large  buildings  of  any  char- 
acter, it  supplies  the  most  powerful  weapon 
that  can  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  man  for 
contention  with  flame  and  smoke,  and  obvi- 
ates what  has  hitherto  been  the  source  of 
great  anxiety  to  insurance  companies,  namely, 
the  destruction  of  interior  property  by  the 
crushing  force  of  a  straight  sti-eam.  By  using 
the  ball  nozzle  on  stand-pipes  it  is  apparently 
possible  to  place  lumber  yards  within  the  line 
of  good  risks,  while  rotary  pipes  equipped 
with  this  nozzle  placed  in  large  factories, 
rooms,  or  auditoriums,  render  them  secure 
against  severe  loss. 


— Sacramento,  Cal.,  rates  have  been  reduced 
20  per  cent,  on  dwellings,  and  15  per  cent,  on 
other  risks  where  the  present  rate  does  not 
exceed  2.00. 

—Richard  Mier,  of  the  accident  department  of 
the  Pacific  Mutual,  is  making  an  inspection 
tour  which  will  include  Denver  and  Chicago 
and  intermediate  points. 

— In  a  recent  month  the  New  York  Life  paid 
§463,533  insurance,  which  sum  was  .?309,6i8 
more  than  the  premiums  thereon,  or  $301  for 
every  Sioo  paid  the  company.  This  is  insur- 
"ance  that  insures. 

— San  Jose  was  painted  red  with  the  gore  of 
the  insurance  war.  The  local  board  was  un- 
able to  gather  in  all  the  outsiders,  and  hence 
a  strife  in  which  neither  board  or  non-board 
has  gained  the  advantage. 

— Two  Big  Policies, — The  Los  Angeles  Board 
of  Education  accepted  a  single  policy  in  the 
Royal  on  the  city  school  buildings.  forS256.350. 
The  city  trustees  also  took  that  company's 
policy  for  §54,500  on  the  city  hall. 

— The  local  agents  of  Eureka,  Cal.,  have 
formed  a  loc^al  board  under  the  guidance  of 
Surveyor  George  W.  Harrison.  A  permanent 
oi'gan  ization  has  been  effected,  and  officers 
and  committees  have  been  appointed. 

— The  Central  Accident  Insurance  Company  of 
Pittsburg  began  writing  business  March  30, 
1895.  and  wrote  over  one  million  dollars  of  in- 
surance during  the  first  week,  ending  April  6. 
Its  new  "Accuramulative  Accident"'  policy, 
original  with  the  Central,  is  attracting  the 
attention  of  agents.  The  capital  and  sui-plus 
of  the  company  is  $200,000. 

— « letter  in  an  Oregon  paper  declares  that 
the  State  of  Salem  is  responsible  for  the 
valued  policy  law  as  well  as  for  the  new  two 
percent,  premium  tax.  The  valued  policy  bill, 
according  to  this  correspondent,  was  intro- 
duced by  one  Blackmail,  senator,  because  the 
State  Ins.  Co.  had  refused  to  pay  the  full 
amount  of  insurance  on  a  school  building  at  or 
near  Heppner. 

—The  failure  to  organize  a  local  board  in  Los 
Angeles  i-esulted  in  a  declaration  of  hostilities. 
No  time  was  wasted  in  attempts  to  patch  up 
a  peace.  The  piece  which  every  man  wanted 
was  a  piece  of  his  neighbor's  business.  Knives 
were  drawn  and  rates  were  cut  in  two.  three 
and  four.  The  Oakland  fight  is  said  to  have 
been  a  mere  "boat  race''  in  comparison  with 
the  Los  Angeles  mill. 
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— Rate  war  in  Petaluma,  Hollister,  San 
Bernardino  and  elsewhere. 

—Horatio  Haskell,  a  Los  Angeles  life  insur- 
ance man,  has  received  much  newspaper  no- 
toriety, and  is  charged  with  being  a  too  gay 
lothario. 

— An  Underwriter  Come  to  Judgment, — The 
editor  of  the  Anaconda  Standard  says:  "A 
long-suffering  public  is  earnestly  hoping  that 
a  rate  war  will  come.  The  present  rates  in 
Anaconda  are  damnable,  and  everybody  knows 
it."  And  yet  this  able  underwriter  refuses 
to  acceiJt  a  general  agency  in  San  Francisco  at 
?io,ooo  a  year. 


—Woodland,  Cal.,  has  a  local  board. 

—The  Insurance  Law  Journal  for  May  con- 
tains three  Pacific  Coast  supreme  coui't  de- 
cisions. 

— The  Santa  Cruz,  Cal.,  locals  have  organized. 
Ditto  Healdsburg  locals.  The  example  is  hap- 
pily contagious. 

— Spokane,  Wash.,  rates  were  reduced  12  to  15 
percent.,  the  result  of  a  compromise.  Brick 
buildings  received  specially  liberal  reductions. 

— The  Hibernia  bank  building,  San  Francisco, 
an  isolated  stone,  was  written  at  25  cents  for 
three  years.  Ninety  cents  warehouses  have 
been  written  at  25  cents. 


THE  GREAT  BALL  NOZZLE     ^'"""""^;:^i:;:j%^f:^r- "'"■"" 

Annihilator  of  Heat,  Smoke  and  Flame.  Special  Forms  for  Fire  Departments. 

Fitff  Foner  Fire  Ball  Xozzle:  Clunnyal  K/ighie  Ball  XnzzU  <iiiii  CfUar  Pfpe  Ball  Xozzle. 


The  Only  Perfect 
Lawn  Sprinkler  and 

Fountain 


No.  1  Ball  Fire  Nozzle.     Combination  ^pray,  straight  stream  and  shut-off. 

Factorii'K.  uiiiis,  liinilu'r  yiirds.  li.iitls  an-l  tln-iiii-rs  slinniil  ii.it  Ur  a  day  without  Ir.  Fircmrn  usiug  the  Bull  Xozzle 
enter  luiildlnjrs  in  Hie  fiiee  nf  siimke  and  lire.  When  tlie  spniy  is  in  use  it  is  easily  managed  hy  one  hand  while  It  takes 
two  oruiofe  men  i(»  cnntrnl  the  strai^'lii  f-tr<'ani.  f'an  be  used  on  chemical  en^rlnes  and  extinfiuishers  with  the  same 
result.  It  consists  oi  a  hell-sliape  nozzle,  inside  of  wlileh  plays  a  ball  when  operated  on  by  water.  The  BALL  NOZ- 
ZLE permits  the  siinu-  \  oiiiii'ie  of  water  to  flow  as  that  given  by  the  straight  stream,  withui't  increasing  the  press- 
fRE,  erealiiiK  a  powerful  sheet  of  water  with  power  to  drive  smoke,  quench  flume  and  cover  largre  areas  quickly. 

Its  oper.\'iton  mist  uk  m-:k.\  m  he  believed.      ()u  exhibiticjn  at  the  splendidly  equipped  home   of    the   wonderful 
BALL  KOZZLK.     Send  lor  eatalo-ue. 
THE  AMERICAN  BALL  NOZZLE  COMPANY.  837=847  Broadway.  New  York 

Blanch  House,  235  Sutter  St.,  San  Francisco. 
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—Anaconda,  Mon.,  agents  have  organized. 

— C.  W.  Stone,  general  agent  of  the  Bankers 
Alliance  of  Los  Angeles,  has  located  hei-e  and 
will  establish  a  general  agency. 

— W.  J.  Drikey,  Fresno,  Cal.,  cut  80  per  cent, 
of  the  old  rates  on  school  property,  and  he  got 
there  with  his  school  offer  in  a  hot  fight. 

— The  Eureka  (Cal.  I  Standard  serves  the  com- 
munity well  when  it  advises  property-owners 
to  insure  with  local  agents,  and  not  with 
traveling  solicitor?. 

— The  local  board  at  Napa,  Cal.,  like  too  many 
other  local  boards,  signalized  it  organization 
by  asking  for  a  reduction  of  i-ates.  No  doubt 
there  will  be  a  reduction. 

— President  E.  C.  Irvin.  of  the  Fire  Associa- 
tion of  Philadelphia,  who  recently  visited  San 
Francisco,  states  positively  that  the  company 
does  not  propose  to  leave  the  Pacific  Coast, 
and  that  the  rumors  to  that  effect  are  malic- 
ious and  intended  to  injure  the  company. 

— The  annual  statement  of  the  Straits  Ins.  Co. 
(marine)  of  Singapore  shows  considerable  prog- 
ress, and  a  ver^'  healthy  state  of  affairs.  Ten 
per  cent,  dividends  were  paid.  A.  S.  Murray 
is  the  secretary  of  this  company.  Last  year's 
rumor  of  the  retirement  of  this  company  had 
no  foundation  in  fact. 

—The  Montana  agents  have  organized  the 
Montana  State  Fire  Underwriters'  Associa- 
tion, with  J.  A.  Lewis  of  Butte  as  president; 
\V.  M.  Thornton,  Anaconda,  vice-pres. ;  Phil 
Gibson,  Great  Falls,  sec'y.  C.  R.  Gilbert  has 
been  made  manager.  Rates  are  said  to  have 
been  generally  maintained  in  the  state  out- 
side of  Missoula. 

— Non-Cancellation  Clause  to  be  Tested.— The 
Home  of  New  York  has  brought  suit  in  Oak- 
land to  recover  the  unpaid  premiums  on  a  pol- 
icy containing  the  new  uon-cancellation  clause. 
The  assured  offered  to  surrender  the  policy. 
The  suit  is  for  the  purixjse  of  testing  the  va- 
lidity of  the  clause,  and  will  be  carried  to  the 
supreme  court  by  plaintiff  company,  if  the 
lower  courts  rule  adversely. 

—There  were  on  the  Hotel  Raymond  risk  a 
number  of  Lloyds  and  wildcats.  Among  the 
strange  names  reported  are  Quebec,  Dutch, 
Netherlands,  La  Reassurance  International, 
Kent,  Keystone  of  N.  B.,  Hague,  Essex,  be- 
sides the  Lloyds.  The  proprietors  of  the  Pasa- 
dena hotel  will  confer  a  favor  on  the  public  if 
they  will  inform  the  Coast  Review  of  their  ex- 
perience in  settling  with  all  these  tramps. 


— H.  T.  Booth,  alias  J.  A.  Coleman,  who  is 
wanted  at  Caldwell,  Idaho,  has  been  extra- 
dited.    Brown,  Craig  &  Co.  are  after  him. 

— The  sapient  editor  of  the  Santa  Rosa 
Farmer  says:  "Governed  by  the  percentage 
of  loss  in  i8g4  (whyO  the  loss  this  year  will 
amount  to  about  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  new 
rate,  leaving  ten  per  cent,  priifit."  Thus 
scribbles  the  average  newspaper  jay. 

— The  local  compact  at  Stockton,  Cal.,  is  a 
strong  combine — or  was  at  last  accounts — with 
thirty-thi'ee  members.  L.  M.  Cutting  is  pres- 
ident, Sidney  W.  Newell  vice-president,  J.  E. 
Eaton  secretary.  R.  P.  Lane  and  Mrs.  P.  W. 
Dohrmaun  are  members  of  the  executive 
committee. 

— Local  agents  in  Yuba  and  Sutter  counties 
have  organized  a  local  board,  to  be  known  as 
the  Yuba  Dam  Underwriters.  M.  A.  Marcuse 
is  president  and  F.  W.  H.  Aaron  is  secretary. 
Profanity  is  prohibited,  but  each  member  is 
allowed  to  premise  his  remarks  with  the  name 
of  the  board. 
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APri.K'ATIOX—  WAKHAXTIES. 

Where  an  applicant  who  is  able  to  read 
signs,  without  reading  an  application  filled  out 
by  a  soliciting:  agent,  and  containing  plainly- 
printed  provisions  that  the  applicant  thereby 
covenants  that  the  facts  therein  stated  with 
reference  to  the  propert.v  are  true,  and  form 
part  of  the  policy,  and  amount  to  warranties, 
and  that  the  application  is  the  act  of  the  ap- 
plicant, whether  filled  out  by  him  or  by  an- 
other, he  assumes  the  risk  of  falsity  in  the 
facts  as  written  out  by  the  agent. 

Where  the  application  is  made  part  of  the 
contract  of  insurance,  all  statements  of  the  in- 
sured therein  relative  to  the  use,  care  or  char- 
acter of  the  property  are  warranties,  and  must 
be  strictly  complied  with,  whether  material 
the  to  risk  or  not. 

TRAN'SFEK  OF   PROPEKTT. 

A  transfer  of  insured  propert.v  between 
partners  is  not  a  breach  of  a  condition  in  the 
policy  against  a  sale  or  transfer  of  the  prop- 
erlv. 


Cuoleduc  i\  Continental  Ins.  Co.,  Vt.  S.  C,  30  A. 

R.  79S. 

INCUMBRANCE. 

A  condition  in  a  policy,  avoiding  it  if  pro- 
ceedings to  foreclose  a  mortgage  on  the  prop- 
erty be  commenced  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
insured,  does  not  refer  to  proceedings  pending 
at  the  time  the  policy  was  written, 
o      o 

Riekeriion   v.   German-American    Init.   Co.,  N.    Y. 
.S.  C,  .32  N.  Y.  Supp.  l,irx. 

DESCRIPTION    OF   PREMISES. 

In  an  action  on  a  policy  which  described  the 
premises  insured  as  the  brick  building  and 
additions.  No.  i6o  M.  street,  occupied  b.v 
stores  and  dwellings,  it  appeared  that  on  the 
front  of  lot  No.  i6o  M.  street  was  a  brick  build- 
ing with  a  rear  extension,  the  first  floor  of 
which  was  occupied  as  a  liquor  stoi'e,  and  the 
other  floors  as  dwellings;  that  on  the  rear 
of  the  lot  was  a  factory  building ;  that  the 
space  between  the  factory  building  and  the 
extension  of  the  front  building  was  roofed 
over  and  boarded  up;  and  that  such  inclosure 
could  not  be  entered,  either  from  the  factory 
or  from  the  front  building,  except  by  climb- 
ing through  a  window.     Held,  that  the  policy 
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only  covered  the  buildiug  on  the  front  of  the 
lot. 

o        o 

o 

Amrrhan  Fire  In^.  Co.  .r.. First  Nat.  Banls.  Trr. 
C.  C.  A.,  30  S.  W.  R.  3Si. 

IKON   SAFE   CLAUSE. 

The  policy  declared  on  stated  that  it  was 
issued  subject  to  the  iron-safe  clause,  attached 
to  and  made  a  part  of  it.  The  clause  was  on  a 
printed  slip  attached  to  the  face  of  the  policy 
with  mucilage,  and  in  it  the  assured  agreed 
to  keep  a  set  of  books  secure  from  fire,  and,  in 
case  of  loss,  to  produce  the  same,  and  the 
clause  provided  that  on  his  failure  to  do  so  the 
policy  should  be  void.  Held,  that  it  was  error 
to  refuse  to  instruct  that  the  clause  was  a 
warranty  by  the  assured. 

BOOKS   AND    INVEXTOKY 

In  an  action  on  a  policy  it  was  eri'or  to  admit 
an  Inventoi-y  of  the  destroyed  stock  copied 
from  a  book  separately  comixjsed  by  two  per- 
sons, one  of  whom  did  not  testify. 

Where  partnership  books  of  account  were 
kept,  during  a  part  of  the  time  involved  in 
suit,  by  one  partner,  who  did  not  testify,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  time  by  the  other  part- 
ner, whose  testimony  showed  them  to  be  in- 
complete, and  no  one  testified  to  their  correct- 
ness, it  was  error  to  admit  them   in   evidence. 


Sdiitlirni    Hiimc   B.  &  L.  Ass'n   v.  Hume  of  iWic 
llrieam,  Ga.  S.  C,  21  S.  E.  R.  37S. 

PKOOFS   BY    MORTGAGEE. 

The  so-called  "New  York  Standard  Mort- 
gagee Clause"  in  a  policy  which  declares,  in 
substance,  that  no  act  or  neglect  of  the  mort- 
gagor shall  defeat  the  insi'.rance  as  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  mortgagee,  does  not  dispense 
with  making  the  proof  of  loss  stipulated  for  in 
the  policy,  and  within  the  time  stipulated.  If 
the  mortgagee  would  not  have  the  right  in  all 
cases  to  furnish  the  proof,  he  certainly  would 
have  it  in  a  case  in  which  the  mortgagor  re- 
fused ;  but  in  every  case,  unless  waived  by 
the  underwriter,  it  must  be  furnished  by  one 

or  the  other. 

*  *  * 

LIFE. 

Union   Centrul   Life   Ins.  Co.   v.    Wooiln.  Iiid.   A. 

C,  39  N.  E.  R.  20.5. 

nrSBANI)    AXD    WIFE. 

A  husband  insured  his  life  for  the  benefit  of 
his  wife,  and  thereafter  procured  a  loan  from 
the  company,  the  wife  signing  the  note  given 
therefor   as   his   surety.     The   policy   was   at 


that  time  forfeited  for  nonpayment  of  prem- 
iums, but  such  premiums  were  paid  out  of  the 
loan,  and  the  forfeiture  was  waived.  The  in- 
surance was  payable  to  the  wife  upon  the  hus- 
band's death,  "the  balance  of  the  year's 
premium,  if  any,  and  all  other  indebtedness, 
being  first  deducted."  Held,  that  the  loan 
should  not  be  deducted  from  the  amount  upon 

the  death  of  insured. 

o      o 

o 

If  Connor  v.  Oermania  Life  Ins.  Co.,  N.   Y.  S. 
C,  32  N.  T.  Siipp.  1,10(1. 

PAID-UP   POLICY. 

Where  the  holder  of  a  policy  offered  to  sur- 
render it  to  the  agent  from  whom  he  procured 
it  in  order  to  obtain  a  paid-up  policy  as  pro- 
vided therein,  and  the  agent  took  no  action  in 
the  matter,  and  did  not  inform  the  policy- 
holder as  to  the  proper  procedure  until  the 
time  prescribed  for  obtaining  the  paid-up  pol- 
icy had  expired,  and  the  policyholder's  only 
knowledge  of  the  company  was  what 'he  ob- 
tained from  the  agent,  the  issuance  of  such 
paid-up  policy  will  be  compelled. 
*  *  * 
ACCIDENT.  '      - 

FideUlij  tt   Casualty  Co.  i>.  Johnson,  Miss.  S.  C, 
17  S.  R.  2. 

A  provision  in  a  policy  issued  to  a  railway 
employe  that  the  assured  shall  leave  in  the 
hands  of  the  paymaster  of  the  railroad  thein- 
stallments  of  premium  as  agreed  in  an  order 
of  the  assured  on  the  paymaster  to  retain  the 
installments  out  of  the  assured's  wages,  is 
complied  with  by  leaving  his  dues  in  the 
hands  of  the  paymaster  without  seeing  that 
the  latter  turns  them  over  to  the  company, 
o       o 

Frank   v.   Paeific  Mutual   Ins.   Co.  Neb.  S.  C,  62 
A',  n'.  R.  4.54. 

KEFOHMATIOX  —  AGENT'S     AUTIIOHITT  —  ADVEli- 
TISEMENTS. 

That  circulai-s  issued  by  authority  of  the  in- 
surer, and  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  insured 
before  the  policy  was  written,  were  admissi- 
ble in  evidence  where  they  advertised  that 
the  insurer  wrote  policies  paying  one-third  for 
the  loss  of  one  foot,  and  stated  no  restrictions 
as  to  persons,  in  whose  favor  such  policies 
should  be  written.  That  such  circulars  were 
admissible  to  show  that  the  insui-er  had  held 
its  agent  out  as  authorized  to  write  such  pol- 
icies to  all  persons.  That,  the  insurer  having 
so  held  out  its  agent  as  authorized  to  write 
the  policy,  it  is  estopped  from  now  denying  his 
authoritv. 
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Leg:al  Tender. 

One  applyiii<r  foi-  iiisuraiK/e  through  a  solicit- 
ing agent  is  bound  to  ascertain  the  scope  of 
his  authority. 

The  placing  and  operating  of  an  engine  50 
feet  from  an  insured  tannery,  for  the  purpose 
of  grinding  bark,  is  not  an  alteration  of  the 
premises,  within  the  terms  of  the  policy. — 
Schaeffer  v.  Farmers'  Mut.  Fire  Ins.  Co.  of 
Dug  Hill  (Md.)  317. 

Misrepresentations  of  the  extent  of  incum- 
brances ou  property  insured  held  to  have  been 
waived  by  the  receipt  and  retention  of  the 
premium  with  knowledge  of  such  misi-epresen- 
tations. — German-American  Ins.  Co.  v.  Hart 
(Neb.)  582. 

A  policy  covering  a  building  and  separately 
valued  personal  property  in  it  is  avoided  only 
as  to  the  building  which  was  situated  on 
leased  grounds  under  a  provision  that  the  pol- 
icy should  be  void,  if  the  building  is  ou  land 
not  owned  by  the  insured.— Hibernia  Ins.  Co. 
V.  Bills  (Tex.  Sup. )  1063. 

Misstatement  by  insured  as  to  whether  any 
of  her  family  had  died  of  consumption  held  to 
avoid  the  policy.— Jerrett  v.  John  Hancock 
Mut.  Life  Ins.  Co.  (R.  I.)  793. 

Pub.  Laws,  c.  673,  prohibiting  discrimina- 
tion in  premiums  on  life  policies,  is  not  vio- 
lated because  the  insured  receives  the  com- 
mission from  the  agent  in  consideration  of 
furnishing  him  the  names  of  others  wLshing 
insurance.— Quigg  v,  Coffy  (R.  I.)  794. 

Plaintiff,  in  an  action  on  a  policy,  must 
allege  an  insurable  interest  in  himself  at  the 
time  the  policy  was  issued,  and  also  at  the 
time  of  the  loss. — Dickerman  v.  Vermont  Mut. 
Fire  Ins.  Co.  (Vt.)  808;  Same  v.  Union  Mut. 
Fire  Ins.  Co.,  Id. 

Whei-e  a  company,  with  notice  that  the  con- 
struction of  an  insured  building  violates  the 
policy,  receives  premiums,  it  waives  the  con- 
ditions.— McKinney  v.  German  Mut.  Fire  Ins. 
Soc.  of  Liberty  (Wis.)  413. 

A  provision  in  a  lease,  giving  the  lessor  a 
first  lieu  on  buildings  for  rent,  does  not  create 
a  chattel  mortgage  within  the  meaning  of  a 
condition  in  the  policy  making  it  void  if  incum- 
bered by  a  chattel  mortgage.  —  C'aplis  v. 
American  Fire  Ins.  Co.  of  New  York  (Minn.) 
440. 

Where  arbitrators  appointed  to  determine 
the  loss  under  a  policy  of  fire  insurance  fail  to 
agree,  and  the  parties  cannot  agree  upon  other 
arbitrators,  the  insured  may  sue  on  the  policy. 
— Pretzfelder  v.  Merchants'  Ins.  Co.  (N.  C. ) 
302. 


Upon  payment  of  the  loss  by  the  insurer, 
though  he  was  not  legally  bound  to  pay,  the 
right  vests  in  him  to  bring  an  action  for  dam- 
ages against  a  third  party,  through  whose 
negligence  the  insured  property  was  de- 
stroyed.— 30  S.  W.  R.  350. 

Any  consent  by  the  company  or  its  agent, 
acted  on  by  the  insured,  that  the  insured 
property  may  be  removed  is  binding  on  the 
company  notwithstanding  the  policy  provides 
that  all  waivers  of  conditions  .shall  be  void 
unless  in  writing.— Western  Assur.  Co.  v. 
Williams  (Ga. )  370. 


Why  Not  Add  Title  Insurance? 

Competition  among  the  accident  insurance 
companies  is  so  keen  that  new  devices  are  re- 
sorted to  to  procure  new  business  and  to  retain 
a  due  share  of  the  old.  Policies  have  been 
'•liberalized''  as  far  as  a  fair  degree  of  pru- 
dence H-ill  permit,  and  the  weekly  indemnity 
has  been  extended  to  twelve  months.  Pay- 
ments are  doubled  under  specified  conditions, 
and  seemingly  in  almost  every  direction  the 
limits  of  safety  and  profit  have  been  reached. 

The  liabilities  of  the  accident  company  vir- 
tually expire  within  a  year,  and  it  may  there- 
fore with  perfect  safety  assume  liabilities  in 
other  lines  of  indemnity  or  insurance,  with  an 
economy  guaranteed  by  an  established  plant. 
Several  accident  ofUces  write  surety,  fidelity 
and  miscellaneous  risks,  with  more  or  less  pro- 
fit, and  doubtless  with  some  reciprocal  bene- 
fits to  their  accident  departments. 

We  have  observed  that  title  insurance  is  ex- 
tremely profitable,  and  it  is  evident  that  the 
liability,  under  a  careful  and  honest  manage- 
ment, is  nominal.  The  addition  of  a  title  in- 
surance department  to  an  accident  or  a  surety- 
company  would  require  little  additional  work 
and  expense,  and  probably  no  real  extension 
of  liability. 

Title  insurance  will  afford  a  splendid  local 
field  for  every  surety  or  accident  company, 
and  the  business  could  be  safely  and  profita- 
bly extended  to  neighboring  cities,  almost 
from  the  beginning;  while  in  time  the  "title" 
plant  could  be  still  farther  extended.  Real 
estate  titles  are  seldom  clouded,  and  much  of 
the  litigation  over  titles  is  in  the  nature  of 
blackmail,  which  would  never  be  attempted  if 
the  defendant  were  a  powerful  corporation. 
The  liability  of  the  title  insurer  is  therefore 
nominal,  and  the  expenses,  too,  become  in 
time  nominal. 

The  Coast  Review  would  like  to  see  some 
accident  or  surety  corporation  make  the  ex- 
periment of  title  insurance. 
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Plate  Glass  Insurance. 

From  a  Paper  by  John  R.  Hillman,  Read  at 
THE  Recent  Meeting  op  the  Fire  Under- 
writers^ Association  of  the  Pacific. 

Until  recent  years,  companies  issued  their 
policies  covering  plate  glass  for  a  certain 
value,  the  amount  being  specified  in  the  pol- 
icy, and  in  case  of  loss  the  assured  was  usually 
paid  the  amount  so  specified;  but  latterly, 
companies  agree  to  make  good  unto  the  as- 
sured all  loss  or  damage  to  the  glass  covered, 
it  being  provided  in  the  policy  that  the  value 
of  the  glass  shall  be  ascertained  at  the  time 
of  breakage,  the  company,  however,  reserving 
the  right  to  pay  the  said  value  or  to  replace 
the  broken  plate,  the  latter  course  now  being 
usually  adopted,  it  being  more  satisfactoi-y  to 
the  assured,  and  in  a  measure,  more  so  to  the 
company,  for  several  reasons : 

First,  because  by  so  doing,  the  assured 
(who  may  oft'  times  be  away  from  home)  is 
saved  the  annoyance  and  delay  in  ordering  a 
duplicate  plate.  Again,  the  glass  may  be 
broken  in  transit,  for  it  is  often  the  case  that 
large  plates  must  be  ordered  from  the  East, 
and,  in  special  cases,  must  be  ordered  and 
shipped  from  Europe,  particularly  so,  large 
bent  glasses. 

As  stated  before,  the  value  of  the  glass  is 
no  longer  incorporated  in  the  policy,  the  com- 
pany agreeing  to  "make  good"  unto  the 
owner,  all  such  loss  or  damage  as  shall  happen 
by  accidental  breakage  of  the  glass,  such  as 
cleaning  of  windows,  storms,  runaway  horses, 
falling  signs,  gun  or  pistol  shots,  stones, 
dressing  of  show  windows,  burglars,  mali- 
ciously broken  by  hoodlums,  or  by  those  in- 
toxicated, settling  of  the  building,  etc.,  or 
due  to  any  cause  beyond  his  control,  excepting 
■that  of  fire,  invasion,  insurrection,  riot,  mili- 
tary or  usurped  power,  earthquakes,  inun- 
dation, the  blowing  up  of  buildings,  blasting 
operations,  or  caused  in  any  way  by  explos- 
ives, or  by  being  scratched  or  defaced,  or  for 
loss  while  being  glazed. 

Mirrors,  stained  and  ornamental  plates,  are 
also  insurable,  but  the  particular  kind  of  glass 
must  be  so  stated  in  the  application  and  pol- 
icy; otherwise  the  assured  can  only  recover 
for  the  value  of  plain  glass.  In  replacing  mii'- 
rors,  the  expense  of  removing  fixtures,  as  in  a 
saloon,  for  illustration,  must  be  borne  by  the 
assured. 

In  case  of  breakage,  the  insurance  immedi- 
ately ceases  and  the  policy  does  not  cover  the 
new  plate  until  so  endorsed,  and  then  only 
after  the  glass  has  been  properly  set  by  the 


glazier,  for  which  a  pro  rata  premium  is 
charged  to  the  expiration  of  the  policy. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  policy,  the  assured 
must  use  all  reasonable  efforts  to  preserve  the 
glass  from  further  breakage.  This  is  often 
done  by  the  glazier  boring  a  hole  at  the  end 
of  a  crack,  or  by  the  use  of  a  diamond  en- 
circling the  hole,  such  as  a  small  opening 
caused  by  a  bullet.  In  case  the  glass,  or 
glasses,  are  subject  to  breakage  by  reason  of 
decay  or  whai'ping  of  frames,  alterations  and 
repairs  to  the  building,  or  the  removal  of 
glass,  the  liability  of  the  company  immediately 
ceases,  or  until  said  repairs  are  completed. 

The  rates  of  insurance  are  3  per  cent,  on  all 
plates  under  $200  valuation,  4  per  cent,  on 
plates  valued  from  $200  to  $245,  and  5  per  cent, 
for  those  valued  at  over  $245.  An  additional 
charge  of  50  per  cent,  of  the  premium  on  plain 
glass  is  made  on  mirrors,  beveled  and  bent 
glass.  On  embossed,  cut,  lettered  or  orna^ 
mental  lights,  an  additional  charge  of  5  pel' 
cent,  on  the  cost  of  embossing,  cutting  or  let- 
tering is  also  made.  As  the  discount  on  plate 
glass  varies  from  time  to  time,  and  in  various 
locations,  the  list  pi'ice  is  the  basis  upon  which 
the  rates  are  made. 

We  are  often  asked  why  our  premium  should 
be  made  upon  the  list  price  and  not  the  net 
price,  for  the  assured  or  contractor  oft'  times 
receive  large  discounts.  Our  only  answer  to 
this  is,  that  were  it  otherwise,  we  would  be 
compelled  to  charge  a  much  higher  rate;  a'nd, 
again,  this  discount  fully  compensates  the 
company  for  the  expense  of  glazing,  freight, 
and  other  incidental  exjienses,  besides  the 
actual  cost  of  the  glass,  and  which  would 
necessarily  have  to  be  added  to  the  rate. 
The  salvage,  or  bi'oken  pieces  of  glass,  belong 
to  the  company,  and  when  of  large  dimensions 
are  returned  to  the  dealer,  for  which  the  com- 
pany receives  credit,  and  which  also  compen- 
sates them,  in  part,  for  the  expense  of  glazing, 
as  hereinbefore  mentioned. 


A  Canadian  contemporary  complains  of  the 
English  press  for  confusing  Canada  with 
America.  British  ignorance  of  North  Ameri- 
can geography  is  proverbial.  Perhaps  the 
story  of  the  young  Englishman  who  landed  in 
New  York  and  started  out  to  make  some  calls 
in  Chicago  before  dinner  is  not  wholly  untrue. 
A  recent  visitor  wrote  home  a  glowing  ac- 
count of  the  herds  of  buffalo  in  the  vicinity  of 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Sir  Edwin  Arnold  wrote  of 
the  broad  Sacramento  separating  Oakland 
from  San  Francisco.  Paul  Blouet  (Max 
O'Rell)  may  or  may  not  have  been  puzzled  by 


The  Coast  %EyiBW. 


21 1 


our  [lolitii'al  and  jihysical  seography,  but  he 
cei'taiuly  was  puzzled  by  the  "flug:er  bowls,"' 
which  he  seriously  says,  in  a  book  ou  America, 
are  "to  rinse  ynur  mouth."'  Think  of  this 
brilliant  writer  and  keen  observer  mistaking 
a  wash-bowl  for  a— something  else  I  Another 
foreign  exchange— British  of  course — scolds 
the  Americans  for  the  "bumptiousness" 
which  arrogates  the  name  America  for  the 
United  States,  yet  his  own  paper  comes  to  us 
labeled  "San  Francisco.  U.  S.  A," — America, 
not  North  America.  We  are  ready  to  admit 
that  Columbia  would  have  been  a  better 
selection,  but  the  forefathers  named  the 
country  America,  and  the  country  must  abide 
bv  their  choice. 


Little   Fire  Hazards. 

From  a  Paper  by  F.  H.  Pokter.  Read  at 
THE  Recent  Meeting  of  the  Fiue  Unueh- 
WRITERS'  Association  of  the  Pacific. 

A  majority  of  little  fires  are  to  be  attributed 
to  comparatively  few  causes,  the  leading  ones 
being  matches,  doubly  effective  in  conjunction 
with  the  small  boy  (recent  researches  under 
a  bed  of  a  boy  in  pursuit  of  an  escaped  nickel 
cost  a  leading  company  iSi 50.),  coal  oil  lamps 
exploded  or  upset,  defective  construction, 
sparks  fi'om  chimneys,  and  cigars  and  ciga- 
rettes, in  about  the  order  named. 

Of  these  causes  all  except  the  sparks  and 
lamp  explosions  are  simply  another  name  for 
human  carelessness,  and  I  am  convinced  that 
the  number  of  lamps  that  really  explode  is 
comparatively  fevi',  many  of  the  cases  so  re- 
ported being  upsets,  while  the  tests  of  sam- 
ples of  coal  oil  said  to  have  exploded  lend  sup- 
port to  the  presumption  that  dirty  lamps  are 
more  to  be  feared  than  the  quality  of  the  coal 
oil  used,  at  least  in  this  climate.  A  recent 
lamp  fire  was  caused  by  the  family  cat  upset- 
ting the  lamp.  Fires  from  lamps  used  for 
curling  irons  are  more  frequent  than  is  gen- 
erally supposed.  A  thrown  lamp  is  a  not  in- 
frequent weapon  in  certain  localities,  while 
from  Salt  Lake  City  hails  a  fire  the  cause  of 
which  is  given  as  ".shooting  at  the  lamp,"  to 
which  is  appended  the  note  that  he  hit  it.  A 
new  lamp  danger  arises  from  the  prevailing 
use  of  large  lamps  of  the  banquet  or  piano  va- 
riety, which  being  of  metal  are  not  to  be 
feared  as  an  explosive,  but  are  much  to  be 
feared  from  the  great  heat  developed  and  the 
lai-ge  and  inflamable  shades  used.  The  metal 
frames  supporting  these  shades  are  frequently 
soldered  together,  and  the  heat,  which  has 


been  known  to  soften  the  glass  chimney,  melts 
the  solder,  and  trouble  begins. 

Fires  from  defective  construction  rarely 
arise  from  errors  in  design,  but  invariably  from 
poor  workmanship;  again,  human  carelessness. 
The  most  common  defects  are  in  chimneys  and 
flues,  fireplaces,  and  hot  air  pipes,  to  which  I 
feel  sure  we  must  soon  add  gas  grates,  now 
coming  into  use  in  large  numbers,  and  which 
are  being  installed  with  a  reckless  disregard 
of  the  fire  hazard.  A  proper  hearth  is  sup- 
ported by  a  trimmer  arch  with  no  wood  be- 
neath it,  but  it  requires  a  genuine  mason  to 
build  it,  especially  if  the  joists  are  not  ver.v 
deep,  while  any  botcher  can  lay  a  hearth  on 
boards,  so  the  latter  is  the  popular  kind  with 
many  contractors.  It  is  a  fact  that  practically 
all  the  fires  under  hearths  occur  where  wood 
is  underneath. 

Another  dangerous  jxiint  in  a  fireplace  is 
just  over  the  top  arch  under  the  mantel  shelf, 
a  place  only  too  often  but  partially  filled. 
This  is  especially  dangerous  where  patent 
chimneys  are  used,  owing  to  the  weight  im- 
posed upon  the  top  of  the  fireplace,  and  an 
iron  hood  adds  much  to  the  security  of  such 
fireplaces.  In  fireplaces  built  across  a  corner, 
an  additional  hazard  comes  from  the  necessity 
of  turning  the  flue  sideways  in  order  to  reach 
the  chimney.  Sooner  or  latter  it  will  crack, 
frequently  at  the  point  where  it  joins  the 
chimney,  unless  the  work  be  first-class. 

A  frequent  piece  of  carelessness  in  building 
chimneys,  is  putting  in  short  thimbles  for 
stove  connections.  One  recently  found  did 
not  reach  within  two  inches  of  the  chimney 
breast,  and  the  stovepipe  never  connected 
with  it  at  all,  but  discharged  into  the  i)ar- 
titiou  with  the  usual  result. 

Defective  chimneys  and  flues  are  not,  how- 
ever, as  frequent  as  fire  department  statistics 
would  lead  one  to  infer.  Long  experience  in 
looking  for  the  supposed  defect  in  order  to 
have  it  properly  repaired,  convinces  me  that 
many  fires  ascribed  to  defective  chimneys 
must  have  other  origin.  Certain  it  is  that 
when  the  chimney  is  stripped  and  the  me- 
chanics are  ready  to  make  repairs,  it  is  fre- 
quently the  case  that  no  defect  can  be  found, 
and  there  are  in  daily  use  in  this  city  numer- 
ous chimneys  alleged  to  have  caused  fires,  to 
which  no  repairs  were  ever  made,  and  which 
are  undoubtedly  safe  and  always  were. 

To  be  secure,  the  walls  of  a  chimney  should 
be  eight  inches  thick,  or  four  inches  with  a 
terra  cotta  lining.  Aside  from  poor  workman- 
ship,   the   settling   of    the    building    and   too 
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many  fires  for  the  size  of  the  flue  are  most  to 
be  feared. 

Even  with  properly  constructed  chimneys, 
human  carelessness  gets  in  its  work,  as  was 
the  case  when  a  plumber,  having  occasion  to 
connect  a  range  on  one  side  of  a  chimney  with 
a  hot  water  boiler  on  the  other,  went  through 
the  base  of  the  chimney  with  his  pipes — and 
fire  went  through  the  same  holes  soon  after. 

Another,  though  less  reprehensible,  case, 
was  one  in  which  a  hole  having  been  made  to 
clean  a  chimney,  the  owner  carefully  nailed 
over  the  hole  the  end  of  a  fruit  can.  Un- 
fortunately he  used  the  wrong  end  of  the  can, 
that  on  which  the  cap  .  was  soldered,  so  that 
burning  soot  soon  melted  the  solder  and  called 
the  fire  department.  The  idea  was  all  right 
but  the  application  of  it  a  little  off. 

Open  flue  holes  cause  many  small  fires, 
chiefly  in  flats  using  flues  in  common.  The 
outgoing  tenant  usually  leaves  the  flue  hole 
open,  but  occasionally,  in  the  interest  of  neat- 
ness, closes  it  with  a  sack. 

Wooden  candlesticks,  of  which  if  left  burn- 
ing experiment  shows  that  90  per  cent,  will 
take  fire,  portable  gas  stoves,  the  exhaust 
pipes  of  gas  engines,  and  swinging  gas  jets  all 
contribute  their  quota  of  small  fires.  When 
rubber  tubes  are  used  in  connecting  gas 
stoves,  if  any  air  enters  at  the  point  where 
the  tube  fits  over  the  gas  pipe,  there  is  dan- 
ger that  when  the  stove  is  lighted  it  will  also 
light  back  to  the  point  where  the  air  enters. 
If  then  the  gas  be  turned  off  at  the  stove 
only,  as  frequently  happens,  instead  of  at  the 
point  of  supply  before  the  gas  enters  the  tube, 
the  tube  Is  quicklj-  burned  off  and  a  lively  fire 
results.  Two  fires  have  so  started  in  this 
city. 

One  very  curious  fire  or  fires  occurred  as  fol- 
lows: In  a  building  in  this  city,  four  fires 
were  discovered  at  intervals  of  an  hour  or 
more  in  the  same  night,  all  on  the  inside  of 
frame  partitions  and  in  three  different  parti- 
tions. The  first  fire  unquestionably  started 
in  a  rat's  nest  in  a  warm  nook,  and  all  through 
these  partitions  were  fouud  rats"  nests  con- 
taining rags,  matches  and  caudles.  What- 
ever started  the  first  fire,  and  recent  experi- 
ments have  clearly  demonstrated  both  the 
fondness  of  rats  for  nibbling  matches,  and  that 
such  nibbling  does  ignite  the  matches,  the 
later  fires  were  undoubtedly  caused  by  a 
candle  or  other  salvage,  carried  by  a  rat  from 
the  first  fire. 

At  the  risk  of  being  accused  of  talking  shop, 
it  is  my  conviction  that  the  remedy  lies  in  in- 
spection, with  its  constant  education  of  the 


community  to  avoid  obvious  carelessness,  of 
the  mechanic  to  do  his  work  faithfully,  and  of 
his  superiors  to  see  that  he  does  it  faithfully. 
Theoretically  it  should  be  possible  to  secure 
good  work  by  pointing  out  to  property  owners, 
architects  and  contractors,  the  dangers  aris- 
ing from  certain  cheap  methods  in  construc- 
tion, and  evasions  of  municipal  ordinances 
much  in  vogue  with  contractors,  and  winked 
at  by  architects. 

These  practices  are  fostered  by  the  fact 
that  some  one  of  a  certain  few  contractors 
usually  gets  the  work  of  any  particular  archi- 
tect, not  through  collusion,  but  because  the 
architect  classes  certain  contractors  as  good 
men  and  always  gives  them  a  chance  to  fig- 
ure, while  those  particular  contractors,  know- 
ing just  what  the  supervision  of  that  architect 
amounts  to  and  figuring  in  the  light  of  that 
knowledge,  are  able  to  best  a  couti-actor  in- 
tending to  live  up  to  the  specifications.  As  a 
result  we  have  timbers  in  flues,  hearths  with 
one  course  of  brick  over  boards,  or  as  in  the 
case  of  a  recent  fire  with  but  a  marble  slab 
over  boards,  gas  grates  set  in  wooden  fire- 
places and  similar  evidences  of  human  care- 
lessness. 

In  a  large  building  recently  erected,  the  in- 
spector found  some  forty  fireplaces  partially 
built  in  violation  of  the  fire  ordinance,  and  to 
save  expense  to  the  contractor,  agreed,  with 
the  consent  of  the  fire  wardens,  to  accept 
them  if  cei-tain  changes  were  made.  Later  it 
was  found  that  the  agreed  changes  had  not 
been  made  and  that  the  work  had  been  closed 
in  so  as  to  prevent  further  inspection.  The 
owner  of  the  building  was  at  once  advised  of 
the  dangerous  construction,  and  that  it  would 
lead  to  a  high  i-ate  and  to  notice  being  given 
to  all  insurance  companies  of  its  existence. 
The  owner  jn'omptly  descended  upon  the  arch- 
itect (who  was  a  party  to  the  agreement  vi'ith 
the  contractor),  who  in  turn  stirred  up  the 
contractor,  and  the  latter  had  the  pleasure  of 
rebuilding  those  forty  fireplaces  at  his  own 
expense.  That  contractor  and  incidentally 
the  architect  and  the  owner,  wei'e  "educated" 
at  an  expense  to  the  contractor  of  some  two 
hundred  dollars.  That  is  the  practical  way  to 
educate  the  public  and  to  secure  faithful  work. 

F.    H.  PORTEK. 


A  Soilless  M.iX  and  a  Gen'erous  Cokpoha- 
TioN. — A  Cincinnati  correspondent  of  the 
Standard  writes :  "The  Connecticut  Mutual 
Life  wound  up  a  very  interesting  story  of  an 
endowment  policj-  in  Cincinnati  last  month. 
Some  vears  ago  a  well-to-do  manufacturer  in 
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a  spasm  of  generosity  assigned  two  endow- 
ment policies,  amounting  tosii2,ooo,  to  his  wife 
in  toto.  A  few  years  ago  they  separated,  and 
he  secured  a  divorce  and  married  again.  He 
wanted  the  company  to  change  the  benefic- 
iaries, but  as  it  had  been  an  absolute  assign- 
ment of  his  own  volition,  the  company  refused 
his  plea.  The  first  wife  had  in  the  meantime 
surrendered  one  of  the  policies,  -*4.ooo,  and  he 
had  realized  on  it.  Finding  he  could  not  get 
a  transfer  of  the  other  ixilicy  for  ¥8,000,  which 
was  paid  up,  he  tried  by  sworn  affidavits  to 
make  the  policy  void,  avowing  that  he  had 
violated  the  conditions,  etc.  The  company 
saw  the  spirit  of  revenge  In  the  contemptible 
trick  and  refused  to  treat  with  him.  It  ma- 
tured several  weeks  ago,  and  the  company 
saw  that  the  only  honorable  thing  to  do  was 
to  pay  it  to  the  beneficiary,  and  accordingly 
sent  the  check  to  General  Agent  Charles  E. 
Logan  at  Cincinnati,  who.  after  a  skirmish 
with  the  lawyer  on  the  other  side,  paid  it  to 
the  divorced  wife,  who  in  the  generosity  of 
her  heart,  made  a  division,  giving  the  man 
*2,ooo.  The  story  leaked  out,  and  the  at- 
torney in  admiration  of  the  company's  honor- 
able action  took  out  *5.ooo  insurance." 


Connecticut  Indemnity  Association. 

The  insurance  report  issued  by  the  depart- 
ment in  Connecticut  says  of  this    association  : 

The  .statement,  as  printed  in  this  rejxirt, 
will  show  the  condition  of  the  company  as 
returned  by  it,  and  as  allowed  by  me.  Treat- 
ing its  death  claims  as  absolute  rather  than  as 
contingent,  as  they  there  appear  to  be,  the 
company  has  a  deficit  of  a  little  over  $11,000. 
This,  however,  is  after  I  have  charged  the 
company  with  the  amounts  of  the  various  funds 
which  it  has  created  under  its  contracts  with 
its  members,  and  which  for  the  major  part 
appear  on  its  books,  and  also  after  I  have 
charged  the  cx^mpauy  with  the  sum  of  5^50.000 
in  consequence  of  the  language  of  the  charter 
that  that  sum  must  at  all  times  be  held  in 
lieu  of  a  reserve. 

Two  years  ago  the  company  was  authorized 
to  increase  its  capital  stock  to  S500.000.  No 
subscriptions  to  this  proposed  increase  have 
ever  been  made.  The  company's  expenses  are 
still  large,  though  there  has  been  some  im- 
provement in  this  respect  during  the  year. 


AG.iiN.-^T  V.ii.iEi)  Policy  L.iw.— When  the 
valued  policy  bill  was  before  the  Florida  legis- 
lature President  Moore  issued  a  circular  to 
the  agents  of  the  Continental  in  that  state, 
in  which  the  following  arguments  were  pre- 


sented :  "  You  do  not  need  to  have  us  explain 
how  much  greater  will  be  tbe  expense  of  doing 
business  under  the  valued  law,  owing  to  the 
precautions  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  take 
in  getting  builders"  estimates  of  every  risk, 
with  the  same  exactness  with  which  we  now 
adjust  a  loss.  When  it  is  taken  into  account 
the  fact  that  the  expense  now  incurred  in  the 
case  of  a  single  risk  on  which  a  loss  occurs  will 
be  a  feature  of  all  risks  accepted,  it  means 
that  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  honest  men 
must  pay  for  unnecessary  labor  in  order  that 
one  dishonest  man  may  be  prevented  from 
securing  more  than  he  is  entitled  to.  The  ex- 
pense of  a  builder's  estimate,  which  would  be 
only  a  small  percentage  of  the  premium  of  a 
large  property  owner,  will  be  a  very  large  per- 
centage in  the  case  of  a  small  policyholder. 
The  result  will  be  that  in  many  cases  the  ex- 
pense of  builders'  estimates  on  small  risks  will 
actually  be  double  the  premium.  The  full 
effect  of  the  law  will  thus  be  felt  by  poor 
men." 

The  Naughty  Man. 

With  .\pologies    to   '-The   Bogie    Man"— By 
R.  W.  Osborne— SnNG  by  Arthcr  Brown  .^t 

THE     B.iNQtIET     OF  THE    FiRE   UNDERWRITERS' 

ass0ci.\t10n  of   the    pacific.    wednesday' 
Eve..  Feb.  20,  1895. 
Come,  listen  to  my  song  to-night,  you  underwriters 

all. 
I'll  tell  'bout  the  naughty  man,  who's  bound  to  have 

his  fall- 
He  joins  the  P.  I.  U.,  he  does,  the  rules  and   laws 

he'll  scan. 
But  he'll  not  keep  to  anything,  this  very  naughty 

man. 

Chorus  : 
Fie  :  Fie !  Fie '.  Oh,  what  a  naughty  man. 
To  join  the  P.  I.  U.  and  promise  everything  he  can : 
Just  look  there,  and  quickly  his  face  scan. 
And  tell   me    if   you'd    think   him  such    an  awful 

naughty  man. 

He  goes  into  the  street  forthwith,  a  broker  for  to 

catch, 
And  offers  twenty-flve,  but  finds  the  other  quite  his 

match; 
He  offers  thirty,  thirty-five,  the  limit  of  his  plan — 
Another  takes  the  broker  from   this  very  naughty 

man. 
Chorus: 

The  next  step  is  the  country,  there  an  agent  for  to 

get. 
He'll  not  stop  short  of  twenty-flve  or  thirty,  you  can 

bet; 
To  drop  or  shelve  the  other  one  is  usually  his  plan. 
You  can't  find  out  so  very  much  about  this  naughty 

man. 
Chorus: 
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Then  comes  disruption,  tlireatened  so.  to  all  along 

the  line. 
The  organization  tails  to  eash  a  solitary  fine ; 
So  daily  do  the  members  meet  to  formulate  a  plan. 
To  check  the  work  and  damage  of  this  very  naughty 

man. 
Chorus: 

Then  one  his  resignation  sends,  iu  hox^es  to  bear 

good  fruit, 
Wlien.  within  a  week  or  two.  so  many  follow  suit : 
The  war  gets  warm,  and  each  man  sweats,  some 

needing  much  a  fan. 
And  on   account    the    crooked  ways  of  this   very 

naughty  man. 
Cliurus: 

The  new  Board  forms  and   to  the  sea  each  Under- 
writer went. 

To  discuss  the  ways  and  means,  the  naughty  things 
we  mui^t  prevent ; 

When  they  returned,  quite  full  of  joy  at  a  perfectep 
plan. 

They    bid   good-bye  to  tricks    and  works  of    this 
very  naughty  man. 
Chorus; 

LATER.      [POSSIBIjY   A   LITTIjE  PREM.iTURE  ] 

The  war  is  fully  over  and  we  are  all  into  line. 
New  hope  springs  up,  bad  faith  no  more,  for  all  is 

looking  fine ; 
Each  man  has  to  his  senses  come,  and  every  face 

you  scan 
So  clearly  shows  from  this  time  on  there   is  no 

naughty  man. 

Chokus: 
Ha  I  ha  !  ha  I  each  is  a  goody  man. 
To  join  hands  with  the  rest  of  us  to  do  the  good  he 

can : 
Ha !  ha  !  ha  !  just  try  each  face  to  scan. 
And  it  will  be  impossible  to  tind  a  naughty  man. 


Is  THIS  so?  A  Janesville,  Wis.,  man  com- 
plains, according  to  au  exchange,  as  follows; 
"When  vre  had  the  old  'pump  engines,'  the 
irisuranoe  companies  forced  up  the  rates.  The 
psople  complained  aud  were  met  by  this  state- 
ment :  'Well,  if  you'll  put  in  water  works  aud 
an  adequate  fire  department  we'll  give  you 
the  lienefit  of  the  increased  fire  protection.' 
We  did  that,  but  did  we  get  the  reduction ; 
We  have  the  best  fire  department  in  the  state 
for  a  town  of  this  size.  What  is  the  result? 
An  advance  last  year  of  twenty  percent.  It's 
au  outrage."  We  are  skeptical.  We  have 
heard  such  talk  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  in- 
vestigation showed  the  groundlessness  there- 
of. Probably  the  underwriters  said.  If  you 
don't  improve  your  fire  protection  we'll  double 
your  rates.  If  the  growler  tells  the  truth, 
why  doesn'  t  Mr.  James  aud  his  company  rush  to 
the  relief  of  this  growler ! 


Was  it  an  Accident? 

A  point  of  some  importauce  (says  a  Man- 
chester, Eng. ,  paper)  is  now  engaging  the  at- 
tention of  the  insurance  world  here,  aud  al- 
though the  attempt  is  being  made  to  settle  it 
amicably  out  of  court,  it  is  being  considered 
strictly  under  test  case  conditions.  A  city 
mail  happened  during  the  receint  severe 
weather  to  suffer  from  the  frost  under  the 
prosaic  form  of  chapped  hands.  In  the  exei'- 
oise  of  his  calling  he  was  one  day  handling 
some  goods,  the  dye  of  which  came  off  and  en- 
tered the  cracks  in  the  skin  so  effectively  as 
to  set  up  blood-poisoning.  For  the  medical 
expenses  and  the  disablement  thereby  caused, 
a  claim  was  preferred  under  an  accident  pol- 
icy, and  the  problem  arises  as  to  how  far  the 
ultimate  effects  of  frosts  upon  the  person  ful- 
fill the  requirements  of  a  disablement  caused 
by  accident. 

Ix  Colusa,  Gal.,  therj  is  a  crank  who  prob- 
ably owns  aud  certainly  edits  a  weekly  paper. 
One  of  his  hobbies  is  state  insurance.  He  is 
''absolutely  certain" — all  cranks  are  "cock 
sure"— that  the  profits  of  fire  insurance  in 
California  would  run  "the  civil  government-." 
Just  what  other  form  of  government  Califor- 
nia has,  the  Colusa  weekly  man  does  not  in- 
form us.  In  proof  of  his  declaration,  the 
country  editor,  demagogue  like,  asks  his  read- 
ers to  "look  at"  the  fine  offices,  and  "high 
salaries"  and  big  dividends  "and  watered 
stock."  Who  has  not  heard  similar  "rot" 
from  the  mountebauk  at  the  street  corner  or 
read  it  in  Populist  newspapers  ?  What  is  the 
average  dividend  iu  fire  insurance?  Nine  per 
cent.,  less  than  half  of  which  is  drawn  from 
premiums.  What  is  the  average  fire  under- 
writing profit?  Less  than  four  per  cent. 
What  is  the  average  profit  on  country  busi- 
ness in  California,  in  districts  embracing 
Colusa  and  similar  towns?  Not  exceeding  two 
percent.  There  is  no  "watered  stock"  iu 
tii-e  insurance.  It  is  the  catch-vote  phrase  of 
the  demagogue,  who  appeals  to  the  ground- 
lings. 


The  insurance  department  of  Connecticut 
prints  a  list  of  all  authorized  insurance  agents. 
We  suggest  to  Commissioner  Higgins  of  Cali- 
fornia that  he  invest  a  small  part  of  the  re- 
ceipts of  his  offlce  in  a  similar  useful  aud  reli- 
able publication. 

Beah  in  mind  that  a  warranty  is  a  guaran- 
tee of  facts,  and  not  merely  a  guarantee  of 
the  truth  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and 
belief. 
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East  of  the  Rockies. 

Saw-mill  rates  ia  Miiine  vary  from  3  to  12'/^  per 
cent.    Are  we  iu  ity 

Judgment  has  been  recovered  from  a  Texas  a^ent 
for  the  amount  of  loss  under  a  policy  which  he  had 
neglected  to  cancel  when  ordered. 

The  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  has  discon- 
tinued the  writing  of  mortgaged  and  rented  dwell- 
ings in  Texas.  Agents  are  asked  "never  to  exceed 
three-fourths  of  the  value  in  insuring  dwellings." 

In  St.  Louis  ''some  companies,"  according  to  O. 
in  a  W.,  are  reported  as  paying  as  high  as  .15  per 
cent,  commissions  for  -'dot  leetle  German  bees- 
ness."  No  wonder  St.  Louis  companies  are  hard 
up.  Losses  and  expenses  in  that  unlucky  town 
since  iSSo  have  averaged  104  per  cent,  of  the  prem- 
iums, assuming  only  35  per  cent,  expense  ratio. 

The  Southern  department  of  the  Liverijool  & 
London  &  Globe  prints  an  attractive  ad.  in  the 
Vindicator.  As,  los.ses  by  Chicago  fire  $3,239,191; 
losses  by  Boston  Are  $1,427,290;  excess  of  expendi- 
tures in  those  years  $2,710,650;  increase  of  assets  in 
same  time  $1,110,939,  Losses  paid  in  the  United 
States  over  $60,000,000.  It  is  evident,  from  this 
advertising,  that  the  Southern  department  is  mak- 
ing money. 


1894  Fire   Business  in  Outside  Terri 

liiUTisH  Columbia. 
Companies.  Premiums. 

^Etna ?9.902 

American,  P:i,.  1,530 

Connecticut  4.43'^ 

Hartford 7.225 

Insurance  Co.  of  North  America  .       S.Sig 

Patriotic 408 

Phenix,  Brooklyn     8.052 

Providence-Washington 301 

Scottish  Union 10.859 

Sun.  London 19,477 

Total  (S.  F.  agenciesi    ....  $71,011 

Hawaii. 
Companies.  Premiums, 

Alliance $4,063 

American,  Pa 456 

^tna 4,493 

Caledonian 3.570 

Fireman's  Fund 8,576 

German-American 1.375 

Hartford  Fire 4-183 

Imperial 3.324 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  America   ....  2.934 

Lion 3.114 

Manchester 4.726 

National,  Hartford 3.M5 

Palatine 526 

Phenix,  Brooklyn S70 

Prussian  National 124 

Rhode  Island 1.022 

Scottish  Union 204 

Svea 259 

Total $46,9^^ 


tory. 

Losses. 

$1,878 

2 

475 

2.8uu 

2.329 

11.1S5 

11,266 
19,864 

$49-7<:.9 
Losses 


50 

538 

1.453 

1-750 

410 

937 

1,312 

2,538 

760 


.^9-748 
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Royal   Exchange  Assurance. 

A    Vehy   Favorablk   Year— Large    Gains    in 
Surplus  and  Assets. 

Tbe  managers  and  stockholders  of  this  old 
office  must  have  been  well  pleased  with  the 
outcome  of  i894"s  business.  Losses  and  ex- 
penses were  over  5«oo.ooo  less  than  the  income, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  liabilities  were  re- 
duced. The  fire  losses  were  only  50  per  cent, 
of  the  fire  premiums.  The  surplus  funds  were 
increased  over  *i. 000,000.  and  nearly  *700.ooo 
was  added  to  the  assets. 

The  Royal  Exchange  is  one  of  the  oldest 
insurance  companies  in  the  world.  It  is  in 
the  third  quarter  of  its  second  century  !  It 
takes  high  rank  in  accumulations,  having 
^21,425,425  assets.  Deducting  the  liabilities 
of  the  life  department— that  is,  the  sum  re- 
quired to  reinsure  the  life  policyholders— 
there  is  left  Sio.663,490  for  the .  protection 
of  tire  policyholders.  Of  this  great  sum, 
^,450,132  is  surplus  as  regards  these  same 
policyholders.  In  recent  years  the  Royal 
Exchange  has  been  accepting  an  increasing 
amount  of  business.  Its  premium  income  has 
doubled  in  the  last  live  years. 

The  Pacific  Coast  department  is  in  charge 
of  Robert  Dickson.  Under  Mr.  Dickson's  man- 
agement the  Royal  Exchange  is  doing  a  very 
successful  business.  The  Coast  premiums  of 
this  company  last  year  were  11152.159.  with  a 
loss  ratio  of  only  28  per  cent.  Altogether, 
under  Manager  Dickson,  the  Coast  premiums 
of  the  Royal  Exchange  have  been  *509.777, 
with  only  ■*I48,563  or  less  than  30  per  cent. 
losses.  ' 

United  States  Mutual  Accident. 

The  retirement  of  the  United  States  Mutual 
Accident  Association  of  New  York  seems  to 
have  been  a  virtual  failure,  so  far  as  aci-umu- 
lated  obligations  are  concerned.  The  mem- 
bers have  been  reinsured,  but  there  are  un- 
paid claims  in  excess  of  the  assets.  For  some 
time  there  have  been  rumors  of  the  emban-ass- 
ment  of  the  association,  but  the  managers 
assured  us  that  the  association  was  all  right 
and  would  be  capitalized.  The  sudden  resigna- 
tion of  a  number  of  general  agents,  however, 
started  a  crop  of  rumors  which  are  now  known 
to  have  been  well  founded,  and  which  may 
have  forced  the  association  iuto  the  hands  of 
a  receiver  instead  of  a  reinsurer.  The  claims. 
as  is  the  rule  in  accident  insurance,  are  no 
doubt  greatly  exaggerated :  but  though  re- 
'  duced  to  just  proportions  on  due  investigation, 
the  receiver,   with  the  limited  assets  at  his 


command,  will  hardly  be  able  to  pay  25  per 
cent,  of  the  association's  debts.  Some  years 
ago,  when  the  United  States  Mutual  was 
young,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  complaint  about 
the  settlement  of  claims,  but  latterly  not  a 
single  instance  has  been  brought  to  our  notice. 
The  association  was  apparently  thriving, 
though  its  expense  ratio  was  large.  Possibly 
the  failure  was  designed,  or  was  the  result 
of  special  contracts  which  could  end  only  in 
failure:  but  in  any  event  "the  passing''  of 
this  leading  assessment  accident  company  is 
fatal  to  this  form  of  accident  insurance.  Theo- 
retically, accident  insurance  on  the  assess- 
ment plan  is  practical,  because  the  liability 
ends  with  the  twelve  months;  but,  though 
the  United  States  Mutual's  rates  were  too 
low,  the  failure  of  so  conspicuous  an  example 
of  the  plan  will  be  accepted  as  convincing 
evidence  that  practice  in  assessment  accident 
insurance  does  not  support  the  theory.  Stock 
companies  furnish  the  best  security  in  accident 
insurance  so  far  in  the  record ;  and  the  failure 
of  so  maay  assessment  accident  associations 
is  the  best  evidence  that  the  rates  of  the 
stock  companies  are  essential  to  the  payment 
of  claims.  ■_ 

National  Board  Meeting. 

President  Walton  presided  at  the  twenty- 
ninth  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Board  of 
Fire  Underwriters,  in  New  York,  last  month. 
The  usual  address  was  made,  duly  buttressed 
with  figures  which  usually  prove  that  the 
business  is  going  to  the  dogs.  But  dividends 
increased,  losses  decreased,  expenses  de- 
creased, the  premium  rate  increased,  loss 
ratio  decreased,  all  in  1894,  and  the  feeling  is 
manifestly  comfortable — outside  of  the  Pacific 
Coast.  Notwithstanding  the  general  prosper- 
ity, the  expenditures  for  advertising  in  insur- 
ance journals  were  not  increased.  The  presi- 
dent very  cordially  championed  local  boards, 
and  deprecated  the  tendency  towards  their 
abandonment. 


Holmes,  alias  Pitzel,  charged  with  conspiring  to 
defraud  a  Philadelphia  assessment  company,  by 
"  substitution"  of  a  eoi-pse,  has  pleaded  guilty. 

The  New  York  Bowery  has  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  a  receiver,  who  finds  the  affairs  of  the 
company  in  a  sad  state,  with  a  prospect  that  the 
stockholders  will  receive  little  or  no  money.  The 
last  annual  statement  is  said  to  have  been 
"cooked." 

Henry  Fowler  has  been  appointed  Ohio  state 
agent  of  the  Home  of  New  Y'orb.  succeeding  Chas. 
Dosser,  who  becomes  New  York  state  agent  for  the 
Fireman's  Fund. 
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Life  and  Casualty  Paragraphs. 

B.  G.  Bloss,  the  fouuder  of  the  Mutual  Ke- 
.serve  Fund  Life  Association,  and  said  to  have 
been  pushed  out  of  his  nest  by  the  present 
president  of  the  association,  died  recently  in 
his  76th  year,  of  paresis. 

The  Mutual  Reserve  is  still  resisting  the 
McClellan  claim  at  San  Jose,  on  the  ground 
that  deceased  had  been  declined  by  another 
company  when  he  applied  for  insurance  and 
had  concealed  such  declination. 

The  ''new  plan"  of  the  Royal  Exchange  of 
England,  which  the  English  press  herald  as  a 
"revolution,"  is  simply  a  premium  loan  plan 
as  practiced  by  at  least  one  great  American 
old-line  life  company  for  many  years. 

Edward  Schwarzkopf  (do  you  know  what 
that  name  literally  means;),  the  superinten- 
dent of  agencies  of  the  Mutual  Life  for  the 
Southwest,  carries  -^loj.ooo  life  and  S6o,ooo 
accident  insurance.  He  can  champion  life 
insurance  heartily  and  show  substantial  proofs 
of  his  appreciation  and  faith. 

The  chairman  at  the  annual  meeting  of  an 
English  liability  company  said:  "Now,  some 
of  our  experience  in  the  United  States  as  re- 
gards losses  is  very  remarkable,  and  we  believe 
them  to  be  abnormal,  and  due  to  a  great  ex- 
tent to  the  ver3'  severe  depression  which 
exists  in  the  United  States.  You  know  that 
this  depression  has  far  exceeded  anything 
which  we  have  experienced  on  this  side  of  the 
water,  and  it  has  resulted  not  only  in  a  very 
large  decrease  iu  the  number  of  men  employed 
and  wages  paid,  but  I  also  feel  that  it  has 
tended  to  an  increasing  economy  on  the  part 
of  many  employers  in  the  maintenance  of  their 
plant,  which  of  course  has  tended  to  produce 
an  increase  of  accidents." 

Frank  Bergen,  representing  the  receiver  of 
the  American  Employers  Liability  Insurance 
Company,  describes  the  wreck  as  follows : 
"Yes,  we  are  holding  a  post-mortem  examina- 
tion over  the  remains  of  the  deceased,  and 
our  verdict  is  that  the  American  Employers 
Liability  Insurance  Company  met  its  death, 
first,  by  the  premiums  not  being  sufficient  to 
float  the  business,  and  second,  through  the 
conscientious  ignorance  of  the  management. 
We  have  found  assets  amounting  to  some 
8228,000,  and  348  law-suits,  with  an  indefinite 
number  of  claims  for  injuries  and  losses  not 
yet  in  suit.  There  is  no  telling  at  present 
what  dividends  the  receiver  will  be  able  to 
declare  on  claims  against  the  company,  for  the 


reason  that  while  the  amount  of  assets  are 
approximately  known,  no  one  would  even  dare 
to  guess  at  the  amount  of  the  ultimate  lia- 
bility of  the  company  on  outstanding  claims. 
Several  years  will  no  doubt  elapse  before  the 
affairs  of  the  company  can  be  finally  settled." 
It  might  not  be  a  waste  of  time  if  the  man- 
agers of  the  Union  Casualty  of  St.  Louis  were 
to  read  and  reflect  on  the  foregoing.  The  x 
quantity  of  employers'  liability  claims,  to  be 
determined  by  the  courts  in  the  future,  is  a 
peculiar  feature  of  employers'  liability  insur- 
ance. 

The  Monitor  gravely  asks:  Would  au  ac- 
cident occurring  to  an  insured  man  while  rid- 
ing an  (electric)  motor  bicycle  be  covered  by 
a  iJolicy  limited  to  injuries  sustained  while 
riding  in  conveyances  using  steam  or  electric- 
ity as  a  motive  power  ?  And — A  hired  bicycle 
is  as  much  a  public  conveyance  as  a  hired  car- 
riage. 

Mr.  Krusch  of  the  South  Dakota  insurance 
department  and  Mr.  Hallingsworth  of  the 
Texas  department,  who  examined  and  favor- 
ably reported  on  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund, 
are  now  enjoying  the  New  York  summer 
climate  as  employes  of  the  great  jingo  hat- 
passer.  President  Harper  appreciates  talent 
of  a  certain  kind. 

Madden's  suit  against  the  Equitable  Life 
is  still  "on."  Madden,  while  an  agent  of  the 
company,  secured  au  application  for  Sioo.ooo, 
which  was  ^promptly  declined.  About  this 
time  M.  had  some  difficulty  with  thecom])auy, 
and  left  its  service.  Subsequently  the  same 
risk  was  accepted  by  the  Equitable,  from  an- 
other agent;  and  M.  thereupon  sued  the  com- 
pany for  the  amount  of  the  commission. 
Counsel  for  the  defendant  demurred,  but  the 
court  overruled  the  demurrer,  and  decided  in 
favor  of  Madden.  In  other  words,  a  life  in- 
surance company,  under  its  contract  with  an 
agent,  can  not  at  its  mere  pleasure  reject  a 
risk  offered  by  him,  and  accept  the  same  risk 
from  another  agent. 


SvDN'iiv  FiHE  PuoTEc  Tiox. — The  Sydney  fire 
brigade  is  supported  by  the  insurance  com- 
panies, colonial  treasury  and  "municipal 
councils,"  in  the  sum  of  §30,000  each.  There 
is  also  a  sort  of  salvage  coiijs,  toward  the  sup- 
port of  which  the  underwriters  contribute 
§4,000.  Superintendent  Bear  of  the  fire  bri- 
gade, who  "celebrated"  in  San  Francisco,  is 
undergoing  an  investigation.  Is  Sydney  cele- 
brated for  its  white-wash ; 
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California    Rate    War    and     the     Conflagration 
Hazard. 

The  normal  hazard  is  50  per  cent.,  say,  and 
the  conflajrratiou  hazard  10  per  cent. — total  60 
per  cent,  of  the  old  premiums.  It  is  clear 
that  the  old  union  rates,  as  a  whole,  were  not 
too  high,  though  they  doubtless  were  too  high 
as  to  certain  territory  and  too  low  as  to  cer- 
tain other  territory. 

Under  the  old  premium  rate  .*i  1,000,000 
Coast  premiums  could  be  counted  on,  with 
Ss. 500.000  normal  losses,  and  *i, 000,000  abnor- 
mal or  conflagration  losses,  and  not  less  than 
$4, 180,000  or  38  per  cent,  expenses— a  total  of 
-*io. 680, 000  out  of  the  Sii, 000,000.  This  leaves 
a  small  margin  for  profit. 

Assuming  that  the  old  business  is  or  will  be 
re-written  at  half  rate,  where  do  we  stand '. 
The  losses  will  aggregate  the  same.  Indeed, 
the  losses  will  be  larger-,  for  overinsurance  at 
low  rates  will  promote  Are  losses.  There  will 
be,  however,  as  the  result  of  this  same  over- 
insurance,  a  proportionate  increase  of  prem- 
iums. Let  us  estimate  the  premium  income 
at  60  per  cent;  of  the  normal.  That  would 
yield  *6,6oo,ooo  premiums  for  the  year,  making 
due  allowance  for  the  term  business.  The 
expenditures  would  be:  for  normal  losses, 
§5,000,000;  for  conflagration  sinking  fund, 
$1,000,000 ;  for  expenses,  .?2, 500,000  ;  total, 
$8,500,000,  or  some  ?2, 000,000  more  than  the 
premium  income. 

Let  us  be  liberal  and  estimate  the  '95  pi-em- 
iums  at  75  per  cent,  of  the  normal  premium  in- 
come. That  percentage  would  yield  .?8, 250.000 
premiums  for  the  year,  making  due  allowance 
for  the  extraordinary  term  business.  The 
expenditures  would  be :  for  normal  losses, 
§5,000,000;  for  a  conflagration  fund  at  least 
§825,000;  for  expenses  at  35  (instead  of  38)  per 
cent.  §2,897,500;  total  expenditures,  §8,722,500. 

Here  is  a  clear  loss  of  half  a  million  dollar's 
on  the  year's  Coast  business,  on  a  25  per  cent. 
cut.  No  possible  curtailment  of  expenses  can 
meet  this  loss. 

The  ratio  of  "general  fires"  to  premiums 
from  1880  to  1888  inclusive  was  g  per  cent.,  as 
reported  to  the  Coast  Review.  In  1889,  the 
great  conflagration  year,  the  conflagration 
I'atio  was  62  per  cent,  of  the  premiums,  mak- 
ing an  average  of  16.5  for  the  ten  years.  For 
this  extra  hazard,  over  '•general  fli'es,'"  ten 
per  cent,  of  the  premium  income,  at  uhl  tariff 
latat.  should  be  set  aside  as  a  conflagration 
sinking  fund. 

What  of  the  present  war  I  Possibly  the 
board  and  non-board  companies  have  not  given 
the  conflagration  hazard,  nor  for  that  matter 


the  normal  hazard,  due  weight  in  this  con- 
troversy. 

Happily,  this  rate  war  has  been  restricted  to 
California  chiefly.  It  is  estimated  that  rates 
have  been  cut  50  per  cent,  in  this  state.  A 
great  deal  of  business,  of  course,  has  not  yet 
been  re- written ;  and,  further,  an  extraordi- 
nary amount  of  business  has  been  written  for 
three  years.  The  total  premiums  will  include 
this  unusual  term  business,  and  if  "peace  "  be 
declared  the  business  not  yet  re-wi-itten  may 
be  written  at  something  like  old  rates.  What- 
ever the  total  of  premiums  may  be,  it  will  be 
'misleading  as  regards  the  actual  loss  ratio  in 
California,  on  account  of  the  large  proportion 
of  unearned  premiums. 

There  can  be  no  harm  in  making  estimates, 
however.  Assuming  a  50  per  cent,  cut,  and 
making  allowances  for  extra  term  business, 
the  California  premium  income  will  be  only 
about  §4.000,000  on  the  same  business  and  for 
the  same  time  as  in  the  previous  year.  We 
may  expect,  under  normal  conditions,  about 
the  same  amount  of  losses — say,  §2,750.000. 
Expenses  at  35  per  cent,  of  the  premiums  will 
bring  the  expenditures  up  to  §4. 150.000.  The 
conflagration  hazard  should  be  met  with,  a 
fund  of  at  least  §600.000.  The  actual  loss  on 
the  year's  business  in  California,  as  an  under- 
writing proposition,  not  merely  the  net  loss 
on  the  year's  transactions  as  indicated  by  pay- 
ments in  excess  of  the  premiums  for  that 
year's  hazard,  will  therefore  be  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  §750.000. 

The  outside  business  has  shown  an  average 
loss  ratio  of  60  per  cent.  We  ought  to  be  safe 
in  assuming  that  there  will  be  little  cutting 
in  this  non-California  territory.  Losses,  ex- 
penses and  the  conflagration  charge  will  just 
about  equal  the  premiums,  leaving  nothing 
for  proflt;  while  in  California,  and  thei'efore 
on  the  Coast  as  a  whole,  business  will  be 
transacted  with  a  loss  of  several  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  Underwriters  should  tie 
up  their  dogs  of  wai'. 


The  Conflagration  Hazard. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Fire  Under- 
writers" Association  of  the  Pacific  in  1890, 
Manager  Belden  of  the  Hartford  Fire  read  a 
valuable  paper  on  the  Coast  conflagration 
hazard.  Mr.  Belden's  compilations  from  the 
Coast  Review  loss  rejxjrts,  and  his  deductions 
therefrom,  have  a  timely  application  now. 
We  quote: 

"The  annihilation,  during  the  past  year,  of 
the  brick  and  stone  business  portion  of  sev- 
eral of  the  most  prospei'ous  interior  cities  of 
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the  Coast,  resultiug  in  a  loss  to  companies  of 
over  six  millions,  forces  us  to  recognize  the 
existence  in  our  business  of  this  ^-eat  haz- 
ard." 

"  Conflagrations  can  not  be  wholly  averted. 
Any  and  all  cities  are  subject  to  their  visits. 
A  general  impression  prevails  that  they  occur 
only  at  long  intervals  of  at  least  twenty 
years :  but  statistics  show  us  that  during  the 
past  two  hundred  years  conflagrations  have 
averaged,  thi'oughout  the  great  cities  of  the 
world,  one  in  every  five  years." 


cial  agency  reporter  and  see  whether  or  not 
the  manufacturer  or  wholesalei-,  on  the  knowl- 
edge of  that,  coupled  with  your  good  character 
and  your  cash  capital,  will  not  aid  you. 


Liverpool  &  London  &  GIol)e  Insurance  Company. 

This  great  English  company  is  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  prosperous  fire  insurance 
companies  in  the  world.  It  has  nearly  fifty-one 
millions  of  assets,  of  which  nearly  twenty- 
four  millions  are  subject  to  the  liabilities  of 
the  fire  department.  Its  net  surplus  is  like- 
wise the  largest,  being  no  less  a  sum  than 
fourteen  million  dollars. 

The  annual  statement  shows  unbounded 
prosperity.  The  flre  assets  increased  nearly 
$3,000,000  last  year,  the  net  surplus  gained 
$1,800,000,  and  the  fire  department's  income 
was  nearly  $3,000,000  in  excess  of  losses  and 
expenses.  Here  are  the  figures  of  the  flre 
branch  of  this  fire  and  life  office :  Assets, 
$23,633,036;  policyholders'  surplus,  $15,296,400; 
premiums,  $8,090,641;  income.  -*8,g29,765;  ex- 
penditures, $7,974,319;  capital,  $1,228,200; 
dividends,  $921,150.  The  United  States 
branch  statement,  reviewed  by  us  several 
months  ago.  shows  increased  business  and  re- 
duced losses.  Nearly  three-fourths  of  the  fire 
business  of  this  office  is  transacted  in  the 
United  .States,  and  over  one-third  of  its  fire 
assets  are  invested  in  this  country.  Its  sur- 
plus funds  here  exceed  three  millions.  The 
Pacific  Coast  department,  in  charge  of  Chas. 
D.  Haven,  transacts  a  large  business  which 
yields  an  annual  average  of  $400,000  prem- 
iums. 


C0MMEKCI.1L  R.iTiX(i. — This  is  a  feature  of 
life  insurance  too  little  understood  by  the 
masses  (says  the  Weekly  Statement).  But 
the  astute  banker  or  manufacturer  under- 
stands it  well  and  avails  himself  of  it.  To  ex- 
plain: You  are  a  merchant  with  $10,000  capi- 
tal. In  order  to  compete  with  others  in  your 
line  you  need  to  carry  a  larger  stock  than  your 
cash  capital  and  the  credit  your  character  and 
known  good  methods  give  you.  Take  a  life 
policy  for  $20,000.  naming  your  estate  as  the 
beneficiarj-.     Show  the  policy  to  the  commer- 


Tlie  Union  Casualty  of  St.  Lonis. 

The  Investigator  of  May  11  contains  severe 
strictures  on  the  reckless  course  pursued  by 
this  company.  The  Union  Casualty  is  lilcened 
to  a  bull  in  a  china-shop.  In  Milwaukee  it  has 
been  writing  business  at  any  rate — as  low  as 
25  cents,  the  tariff  rate  being  2*0  per  cent. 
The  Union  Casualty,  says  our  contemporary, 
comparing  it  to  the  defunct  American  Casu- 
alty, "may  as  well  compose  its  own  limbs  for 
the  undertaker." 

Similar  rejxjrts  of  reckless  underwriting  by 
the  Union  Casualty  come  to  us  from  the  Pacific 
Coast  field.  Rates  are  not  merely  shaved — 
they  are  cut  in  two,  or  worse.  The  object  of 
the  rate-cutters  is  often  defeated  by  the 
extent  of  the  cut.  The  employer  or  the  plate- 
glass  owner  takes  alarm,  and  distrusts  the 
indemnity  offered  at  such  a  low  price. 

One  of  the  principal  managers  of  the  Union 
Casualty  formerly  held  a  similar  position  with 
the  bursted  American  Casualty,  with  control 
of  the  Western  field.  The  St,  Louis  company, 
under  his  management,  has  been  pursuing  the 
same  rate-cutting  tactics  which  landed  the 
Baltimore  company  in  the  court  of  bankruptcy. 

How  long  can  the  Union  Casualty  stand  this 
sort  of  thing  ;  It  is  a  young  company,  not  yet 
old  enough  to  have  an  average  experience, 
and  its  annual  statement,  which  is  noue  too 
good,  can  not  include  its  actual  liabilities 
under  employers'  liability  contracts.  The 
courts  may  determine  the  extent  of  some  of 
those  liabilities. 

The  May  Coast  Review  (p.  177)  contains  a 
summary  of  the  resources  of  the  Union  Casu- 
alty, from  which  we  glean  these  facts:  The 
business  in  California  declined  largely  last 
year.  The  assets  gained  considerably  because 
the  new  business  brought  in  a  lot  of  new  pre- 
miums on  which  losses  have  not  yet  been 
incurred;  but  the  net  sui-plus  fell  off  one-half, 
leaving  only  $56,474  over  all  liabilities,  with  a 
very  unsatisfactory  estimate  of  liabilities. 
On  the  first  of  January,  1894,  the  percentage 
of  assets  to  insurance  in  force  was  1.20;  on 
the  flrst  of  January.  1895,  the  percentage  had 
declined  to  i.oi.  In  the  same  time  the  per- 
centage of  net  surplus  to  assets  has  fallen 
from  18.2  to  8.1.  This  is  astounding!  The 
policyholders  of  the  Union  Casualty  may  well 
inquire.  What  is  the  present  condition  of  the 
company  '. 
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It  is  time  foi'  the  managers  to  call  a  halt. 
Neither  the  experience  nor  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  Union  Casualty  justifies  any  cut- 
ting of  the  rates  charged  by  sound  and 
conservative  comijanies.  If  the  company  does 
not  soon  mend  its  ways  we  believe  it  will 
suffer  the  fate  of  the  late  lamented  American 
Employers  of  New  Jersey  and  the  American 
Casualty  of  Maryland,  whose  pernicious  ex- 
ample the  St.  Louis  company  is  so  industri- 
ously and  recklessly  following. 


Queen  Insurance  Company  of  America. 

NOTEWOKTHY     GAINS    IN    ASSETS    AND    SUKPLUS. 

The  Queen  Insurance  Company,  of  New 
Yoi'k,  added  nearly  ?io2,ooo  to  its  assets, 
and  increased  its  net  surplus  $125,000.  Policy- 
holders have  the  special  protection  of  Si,654.4S9 
surplus  over  all  liabilities.  The  annual  prem- 
ium income  exceeds  two  millions..  The  capital 
paid-up    is    -*5oo,ocio.     The    total    assets    are 

*3. 747- 551- 

The  Queen  was  organized  in  iSgi,  and  began 
business  with  a  half  million  cash  capital.  Its 
present  accumulations  and  condition  compai'e 
favorably  with  the  largest  and  oldest  com- 
panies. Pew  companies  in  this  country  ex- 
ceed it  in  assets,  surplus  or  premiums.  Since 
organized,  no  dividends  have  been  paid,  the 
management  and  directorate  preferring  to 
build  up  the  surplus;  but  the  income  has  been 
largely  in  excess  of  the  losses  and  expenses, 
every  year. 

Robert  Dickson  is  the  general  manager  for 
the  Queen  in  this  field,  and  also  for  the  Con- 
necticut and  Royal  Exchange.  For  these 
three  companies,  last  year,  Manager  Dickson 
received  $366,378  in  premiums,  and  incurred  a 
loss  ratio  of  only  40  per  cent.,  or  10  per  cent, 
less  than  the  general  average. 


Proposed  New  York  Tariff  Agreement. 
A  proposed  form  of  agreement  for  the  Tariff 
Association  of  New  York  city  contains,  among 
various  sections,  the  following:  Officers  shall 
be  elected  by  a  plurality  vote  of  all  members 
present  at  the  annual  meeting.  The  two 
standing  committees  shall  be  an  executive 
and  a  rating,  composed  of  representatives  of 
each  of  the  three  classes  of  companies— local, 
agency  and  foreign.  Assessments  for  expenses 
must  be  approved  by  a  90  per  cent,  member- 
ship vote.  There  is  a  grievance  or  arbitration 
committee.  Rates  can  be  adopted  or  changed 
only  by  a  vote  of  90  per  cent,  of  the  member- 
ship. Brokerage,  15  per  cent.  Fines  not  to 
exceed  -^loo  for  any  one  violation  of  rule   or 


rate.  No  risk  other  than  fire  and  lightning  to 
be  included  in  a  fire  ix>licy.  nor  any  privilege 
to  be  granted  that  results  in  lowering  the 
regular  rates.  Premiums  to  be  paid  within 
thirty-five  days  of  the  close  of  the  calendar 
month  in  which  the  policy  is  written.  A  charge 
of  50  cents  for  every  endorsement,  certificate 
or  duplicate  copy  of  policy.  Brokerage  on  out- 
side risks,  10  per  cent.,  the  rate  to  be  that  of 
the  local  board.  No  policy  shall  be  written 
for  more  than  one  year,  except  on  basis  of  add- 
ing three-fourths  of  the  annual  rate  for  each 
additional  year.  Any  member  may  withdraw 
from  the  association  on  giving  thirty  days' 
notice,  but  on  such  withdrawal  any  other  mem- 
ber may  withdraw  on  two  days'  notice.  Solic- 
itors are  limited  to  two  per  member.  Risks 
may  be  re-insured  in  outside  companies  under 
stipulated  conditions.  Offers  from  members 
to  re-insure  must  be  made  within  thirty-six 
hours  of  notice  by  manager,  and  such  offers  are 
confidential. 


Employers'  Liability  Assarance  Corporation. 

The  fourteenth  annual  meeting  of  this 
leading  London  liability  company  was  held 
last  mouth,  and  the  directors'  report  was-pre- 
sented  to  the  stockholders.  The  premiums 
for  the  year  were,  within  a  few  pounds,  as 
much  as  in  the  preceding  year  '93.  An  in- 
crease would  have  been  shown  had  there  been 
no  extraordinary  depression  in  the  industrial 
interests  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  United 
States.  There  has  been  a  general  decrease 
in  employers"  liability  business  because  thei-e 
has  been  a  general  decrease  in  the  number  of 
men  employed ;  but  the  Employers'  Liability 
has  felt  this  general  industrial  depression,  not 
in  an  actual  falling  off  of  business,  as  a  whole, 
but  relatively,  as  regards  gains  in  years  of 
general  prosperity. 

The  company's  balance  sheet  shows  $2,104,- 
515  assets,  of  which  $750,000  is  paid-up  capital. 
The  favorable  ''balance  of  this  year's  ac- 
count" is  $772,455. 

The  United  States  branch,  as  set  forth  in 
the  May  Coast  Review  tables,  has  $1,124,130 
assets  invested  in  this  country,  of  which 
$430,000  is  surplus.  The  total  premium  in- 
come is  some  $goo,oco,  or  9-i3ths  of  tlie  total 
premiums  of  the  company.  The  Pacific  Coast 
department  is  under  the  successful  manage- 
ment of  Okell  &  Donnell,  who  have  been 
steadily  increasing  the  premium  income  in 
this  field,  and  have  incurred  moderate  losses. 

The  Review  of  London  says  of  this  company 
and  its  home-office  statement : 

The  Employers'  Liability  Assurance  Corpora- 
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tion  must  be  considered  as  the  pioneer  In  the 
special  class  of  business  represented  by  it.  It 
has  had  to  make  all  the  experiments,  take  all 
the  chances,  and  suffer  all  the  losses,  whilst 
showing  the  road  to  less  enterprising  rivals, 
who  have  not  failed  to  profit  by  its  experiences. 
That  it  has  succeeded  in  maintaining  its 
premium  income  during  the  past  year,  in  spite 
of  the  general  depression  in  trade,  shows  that 
its  roots  are  planted  deep  in  the  confidence  of 
employers  of  labor  generally,  the  premiums 
being  t'266,430,  as  against  £267,960  in  the  pre- 
ceding year.  We  interpret  this  as  meaning 
that  the  company  annually  discovers  certain 
branches  of  business  as  not  being  remunera- 
tive, and  is  therefore  prepared  to  sacrifice  in- 
come rather  than  load  itself  up  with  non-re- 
munerative business.  *  *  *  Considering 
the  extraordinary  conditions  under  which 
trade  has  been  carried  on  for  many  years  past, 
that  one  company  in  Great  Britain  which  car- 
ries the  vast  mass  of  employers'  liability 
should  show  such  satisfactorj-  results  as  those 
now  before  us,  is  a  subject  of  congratulation. 


The  Reserve  in  Life  Insurance. 

For  the  information  of  the  non-professional 
i-eader,  a  statement  of  the  source  of  the  re- 
serve which  forms  the  basis  of  surrender  val- 
ues may  be  useful :  The  level  annual  prem- 
iums of  our  companies  are  calculated  on  a 
mathematical  basis  sufficient  to  carry  the  risk 
from  the  age  of  the  applicant  at  entrj'  to  the 
age  of  96,  or  even  106,  should  he  live  so  long. 
■  It  is  evident  therefore,  that  owing  to  the  in- 
creasing risk  with  the  age  of  the  assured,  and 
especially  when  advanced  age  has  been 
reached,  the  level,  or  equal  annual  premium, 
must  be  much  higher  than  would  be  required 
to  cover  the  risk  during  the  early  j'ears  of  a 
policy,  so  as  to  supplement  that  premium  when 
and  after  it  has  become  insufficient  to  cover 
the  increased  and  annually  increasing  risk; 
this  extra  annual  over-premium  of  early  years 
is  represented  bj'and  constitutes  the  reserves 
cif  our  life  assurance  companies,  and  is  held  in 
detail  as  a  fixed  reserve  to  the  credit  of  each 
policy,  according  to  its  age,  amount  and  plan. 
If,  after  several  annual  premiums  have  been 
paid,  a  member  fails,  for  any  cause,  to  pay  his 
renewal  premium,  and  his  policy  lapses  in  con- 
sequence, it  is  clear  that  its  reserve  cannot 
be  used  for  the  purpose  it  was  contributed  by 
the  member,  and  held  by  the  company ;  there- 
fore, its  equitable  disposal  becomes  the  subject 
for  our  consideration. 

It  has  been  practically  ascertained  that  a 
cotnpany  cannot  safely  pay  out  in  cash  the  full 


amount  of  such  reserve,  for  reasons  not  neces- 
sary to  set  forth  here,  but  a  fairly  legitimate 
surrender  charge  must  be  held  by  the  company, 
about  sufficient  to  secure  another  member  of 
equal  value;  the  balance  may  then  be  paid  in 
cash  as  the  surrender  value  of  the  policy,  or 
such  an  amount  of  paid-up  insurani'e  granted 
as  the  cash  surrender  value  would  purchase  at 
the  "single  premium"  rates  of  the  company. 
— Wm.  Hendry. 

Scottish  Union  and  National  Insurance  Company. 

This  company,  according  to  the  annual  re- 
port recently  issued,  had  an  excellent  experi- 
ence in  its  fire  department  last  year.  The 
net  premiums  amounted  to  £510,031,  as  com- 
pared with  £462.066  in  1893;  while  the  losses 
for  the  same  period  reached  a  total  of  £272,664; 
and  there  was  a  net  trading  surplus  of  £79,572. 
It  will  be  perceived  that  the  loss  ratio  was 
only  53.4  per  cent. ;  a  result  which  far  sur- 
passed the  company's  average,  and  was  better 
than  any  obtained  for  the  last  four  years. 
After  adding  the  interest  on  the  share  capital 
and  fire  reserves,  the  shareholders'  proportion 
of  life  profits,  and  the  balance  brought  for- 
ward from  the  previous  year,  and  deducting  a 
sum  written  off  office  property,  etc.,  the  profit 
and  loss  account  showed  a  balance  of  £124,892; 
out  of  which  a  dividend  of  16  per  cent,  and  a 
bonus  of  I '.J  percent,  were  declared.  Of  the 
remainder,  £50,000  was  added  to  the  fire  pre- 
miufu  reserve,  increasing  it  to  £205,000,  and 
£22,392  was  carried  forward  to  the  current 
year.  This  is  a  very  happy  state  of  affairs, 
upon  which  the  management  is  to  be  congrat- 
ulated. We  deal  elsewhere  with  the  figures 
of  the  life  department. — The  Fortnight. 


The   Mutual   Benefit  Life  has  a  new   non- 
forfeiture system  in  operation. 


Marine  Item.— A  story— said  to  be  of  French 
origin,  though  coming  through  an  American  me- 
dium—reaches us  to  the  effect  that  a  barque  has 
been  burned  to  the  water's  edge  by  sparks  evoked 
from  the  flint  in  her  ballast.  Bearing  in  mind 
whence  this  story  comes,  we  are  none  the  more  dis- 
posed to  accept  it  with  completely  trustful  cre- 
dulity. It  imposes  rather  a  strain  upon  one's 
swallowing  capacity.  No  doubt,  however,  strange 
and  astonishing  things  do  happen — especially  at 
sea,  as  scores  of  old  sailors'  yarns  do  amply  tes- 
tify. CJiven  the  flint,  the  metal,  and  Kii-Jficienf 
motion  on  shipboard,  a  spark  might  possibly  be 
struck  and  cargo  iind  ship  set  a-blaze.  Neverthe- 
less, we  hardly  anticipate  that  the  presence  of  flint 
in  ships'  ballast  is  likely  to  be  looked  upon  by 
insurance  authorities  as  a  source  of  incendiary 
peril,  and  as  justifying  increase  of  premiums  for 
increase  of  risk.— London  Journal. 
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"Freights  and  Charges." 

J.  L.  FULI.EK  Replies  to  Wm.  Skxton  on  Book 
Loss  Statements. 

Editfir  Ciiast  Ilfi-iinc: 

RefeiTiiiK  to  the  subject  of  "freig:ht  aud 
charges,"  discussed  by  Mr.  Sexton  in  the 
May  number  of  Coast  Review,  and  applied  to 
an  example  given  ou  page  639  of  Griswold's 
late,  revised  text  book,  I  ask  your  kind  in- 
dulgence on  the  same  subject. 

As  Mr.  Sexton  has  assumed  that  the  profit 
of  12';  per  cent,  applied  by  Mr.  Griswold  in 
this  case  is  "gross  pi'oflt,"  or  "profit  over  in- 
voice," I  will  take  up  "the  line  of  march"  on 
this  hypothesis  to  prove  the  correctness  of 
Mr.  Sexton's  figures,  upon  the  principle  of 
allowing  the  percentage  of  profit  in  either 
case  to  rule  the  result,  leaving  the  item  of 
"freight  and  charges"  to  take  care  of  it- 
self: 

Note :  In  order  to  avoid  repetition  of  the 
long  terms  designating  the  two  items  of 
profit,  we  will  employ  the  brief  terms — 
"gi-oss  profit"  for  profit  over  invoice,  and 
"net  profit"  for  profit  over  invoice  and 
freight. 

St.\temen't  of  Loss— Example  No.  la. 
"  Freiijht  iiiiil  (•)ifi)-|;t'.'<  iiirliidcil." — 

Merchandise  per  inventory  cost  ....  $4,';,ooo 

purchases  to  date    ....    25,000 

Freight  and  charges  4^",,'  on  .?7o,ooo  .   .      2.800 

To  be  accounted  for  at  invoice  cost  I    ^_^  g^^ 

and  freight 1    '■ '   '' 

Sales  to  date  of  fire $27,000 

Less  net  profit  at  .0817,^  +  .    .    .      2,040 

Net  sales 824.960 

Merchandise  in  store  at  time  j  

of  fire  at  invoice  cost  and  >=  -^47.840 

freight ) 

Merchandise    saved    (at'  in- /  _^  10000 

voice  cost  aud  freight)      .   \  ^  ' 

Loss ^7,840 

Assuming,  in  this  ease,  that  Ml-.  Griswold's 
12'j,"'^  is. gross  jn'oflt,  it  is  necessary,  on  ac- 
count of  including  ^"^  freight  and  charges  in 
merchandise  involved  to  correspondingly  de- 
crease this  gross  profit  to  net  profit.  By  so 
doing,  we  find  such  profit  to  be  .08173+;  the 
difference  between  the  two  items  of  profit 
alone,  being  caused  by  the  item  of  freight  in- 
cluded in,  or  excluded  from,  merchandise 
involved. 


St.itemext  of  Loss— Example  No.  '3a. 
^'Frciiiht  ami  charues  excUuled.^' — 
Merchandise  per  inventory  cost  ....  $45,000 
"  purchases  to  date  ....    25.000 

To  be  accounted  for  at  invoice  cost  .    .  $70,000 

Sales  to  date  of  fire $27,000 

Less  gross  profit  at  12}^'",^.  .    .      3,000 

Net  sales $24,000 

Merchandise  in  store  at  time  1  __  ^  , 

of  fire  at  invoice  cost  .    .    .    \  ''''  '™'° 

Add  freight  at  ^%  on  -$46,000  .  1,840 

Value  of  merchandise  in  stoi-e  1 

at  time  of  fire  at  invoice  ■=  $47,840 

cost  and  freight ) 

Merchandise  saved  at  invoice  1 

cost  and  freight )'  ■'°'°°° 

Loss $7:840 

We  are  naturally  assuming,  also,  that  the 
amount  of  $40,000  merchandise  saved,  is  loaded 
with  "freight  aud  charges,''  while  Mr.  Sex- 
ton, taking  the  other  position  regarding  profit, 
necessarily  assumes  that  the  $40,000  worth  of 
merchandise  saved  is  at  Uivnice  ralue. 

To  compare  the  foregoing  with  Mr.  Sexton's 
examples,  it  may  be  seen  that  the  two  prin^ 
ciples  bring  out  the  same  results.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  examples  given  by  Griswold,  Mr. 
Sexton  says:  "In  reviewing  the  rules  as  laid 
down,  and  these  statements,  it  is  evident  that 
either,  or  both,  must  be  wrong.  *  *  *  An 
anal.vsis  of  Statement  1,  Example  1,  shows  an 
error  of  $960  against  the  insurance  companies." 
Upon  the  assumption  that  the  12'^%,  as  ap- 
plied by  Griswold,  in  gross  profit,  such  would 
undoubtedly  be  the  case,  as  this  result  is 
proved  b.v  each  of  our  examples.  But  it  being 
evident  that  the  whole  proposition  hinges  on 
this  item  of  profit,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Griswold  has  been  "hauled  over  the  coals" 
8"  often  couceruing  this  particular  case,  let  us 
be  charitable  and  not  distend  his  figures  to  the 
effect  of  showing  Imth  of  his  statements  to  be 
wrong,  but  give  him  the  benefit  of  the  doubt, 
by  allowing  this  item  of  i2>._.,"o  to  apply  as  net 
profit,  or  profit  over  invoice  aud  freight,  which 
occurs  to  me  to  be  the  most  reasonable  conclu- 
sion, thereby  making  his  first  statement  (Ex- 
ample 1)  correct — demonstrated  as  follows: 
Example  1— (See  Griswold,  page  639.) 

(IiirUidinu  freigJit.  — ) 

Merchandise  per  inventory  cost  ....  $45,000 

"  purchases  to  date    ....    25.000 

Freight  &  charges  4,"„'  $70.000 2800 

Total  merchandise  (to  be  accounted  /    j.     „ 
for  at  invoice  aud  freight)   ....   1'   ^^'°"" 
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Sales  to  date  of  fire S27.000 

Less  net  profit  at  is'.i'"^.  .    .    .      3.000 

Net  sales $24,000 

Merchandise  saved  worth  (at  1    , „ 

3  -,     ■   1  * ,  .■   40. 000 

invoice  and  freight)   ...    \    ^ 

$64,000 

Loss *8,8oo 

By  excluding  "freight  and  charges,"  and 
applying  "gross  profit,"'  we  bring  nut  the 
same  result,  as  follows : 

E.XAMPLE  3— (See  Griswold,  page  640.) 

(Exehuling  freiijM.  — ) 

Merchandise  per  inventory  cost.  .    .  .*45.ooo  00 
purchases  to  date  .    .    .    25.000  00 

Total  merchandise  (at  invoice  cost)  $70,000  00 
Sales  to  date  of  fire  .   .   .  ^7,000  00 
Less  gross  profit  at  17%  .     3.923  10 

Net  sales §23.076  90 

Merchandise  in  store  at  date  of  1      ^  , 
fire  at  invoice  cost  .....    I      ''^  '""■' 

Merchandise    .saved    at  /  4 
invoice  cost  &  freight   \  ''4o,ooo  00 

Deduct  ^%  "freight  and  1 
charges"     included  -      1.53845 
therein ) *38,46i  55 

Mdse  destroyed  at  invoice  cost.  .   .      §8,461  55 
Add  freight  thereon  at  4%.   ....  338  45 

Loss $8,800  00 

Loss  according  to  Griswold's  1        ,    . 
Example -2.       .' i        6.24000 

It  will  readily  be  seen  that  in  applying  the 
item  of  profit  in  Example  3,  the  item  of  freight 
at  4";^  being  eliminated,  it  was  necessary  to 
correspondingly  increase  the  net  profit,  used 
in  Example  1,  to  W'ss  profit,  which  we  find  to 
be  17%.  We,  therefore,  find  that  Mr.  Gris- 
wold is  cori'ect  in  Example  1,  and  incorrect,  as 
well  as  apparently  mystified,  in  Example  2,  as 
he  seems  to  have  been  unable  to  understand 
the  reason  for  the  difference  of  $2,560  between 
his  two  statements.  This  discrepancy  is 
brought  about  by  two  errors  in  Mr.  Griswold's 
Example  2,  viz:  First,  in  applying  net  profit 
instead  of  ffivws  profit;  second,  in  deducting 
merchandise  saved  at  invoice  and  frciyht  value, 
instead  of  at  invaice  value. 

My  motive  in  presenting  the  foregoing  is  to 
give  another  correct  method  of  coping  with 
the  mischievous  item  of  freight  as  affecting 
pnifit  in  connection  with  loss  statements.  It 
is  apparent  in  this  example  given  by  Mr.  Gris- 
wold, where  he  merely  says  "i23a,"iJ  pi'ottt," 
that  two  interpretations  are  to  be  plac^ed  upon 
it.     Gi'anting  Mr.  Sexton's  interpretation  of 


(//■ON.S  ijiiitit  to  be  correct,  an  error  of  $g6o 
appears  against  the  insurance  companies. 
Now,  had  Mr.  Griswold  made  himself  clear  by 
stating  either  groax  or  lie*  profit,  and  thus  indi- 
cating as  to  whether  the  isio^n  profit  was 
upon  the  invoice  value  of  $1,  or  upon  the  invoice 
and  freight  value  of  $1.04,  we  would  then  have 
some  means  of  checking  up  the  correctness  of 
his  statements;  as  it  is,  we  necessarily  have 
to  grope  in  the  darkness  by  guessing  at  his 
intentions.  Mr.  Sexton's  guess  applies  this 
item  of  profit  in  such  a  way  as  to  bring  out 
liiith  statements  wrong;  mine  giving  him  the 
benefit  of  mie  statement  (Example  1)  as  being- 
correct. 

While  this  is  a  hypothetical  case,  so  far  as 
we  are  concerned,  it  serves  to  prove  that  it  is 
not  only  possible,  but  probable  that  like  errors 
may  occur  in  actual  adjustments  where  the 
item  of  profit  is  merelj-  "thrown"  into  a  loss 
statement,  without  the  definition  or  explana- 
tion necessary  to  determine  how  it  was  ar- 
rived at. 

If  "gross  profit"  be  erroneously  employed 
to  reduce  ymm  sales  to  net  sales.  In  a  state- 
ment of  loss  where  merchandise  to  be  accounted 
for  is  loaded  with  freight,  the  glaring  error 
against  the  insurance  company  is  apparent. 
Reverse  the  conditions  and  the  assured  is  the 
sufferer. 

If  the  foregoing  principle  of  employing  the 
tu-i)  items  of  profit,  be  used,  and  adopting 
whichever  form  may  be  most  convenient  in 
each  particular  case,  no  error  need  go  undis- 
covered ;  for,  if  the  adjuster  should,  through 
inadvertence  or  misunderstanding,  apjily  the 
item  of  pi'ofit  erroneously,  the  statement  is, 
nevertheless,  vinnplete,  and  may  be  checked 
up  intelligently,  to  the  probable  discovery  of 
such  error,  in  the  San  Francisco  office. 

J.   L.   FULLEH. 

Portland.  Or.,  May  28  1S95. 


Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life  Association. 
The  Harper  gang  (says  Wilder's  paper.  The 
Insurance  Magazine)  have  managed  a  good 
many  examinations  of  the  Mutual  Reserve  by 
state  insurance  commissioners  —  men  like 
Snider  and  HoUingsworth.  The  last  exam- 
ination was  made  by  New  York,  and  the  re- 
port of  it  was  handed  to  the  officers  of  the 
Mutual  Reserve.  They  took  a  long  time  to 
look  it  over.  Then  it  was  published.  All  of 
it;  So  the  public  naturally  believed.  But 
the  Weekly  Underwriter  of  May  4  said  that 
all  of  the  report  of  the  examination  had  not 
been  printed.  The  Insurance  Herald  of  May  2 
said    that   F.    C.    Burnham.   one   of   Harper's 
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offlcei-s.  "has  iu  his  possession  uiipublislieil 
parts  of  the  recent  report  of  the  New  Yorls 
insurance  department;'"  that  Burnham  wants 
to  be  elected  president  of  the  Mutual  Reserve 
in  place  of  Harper,  and  that  this  suppressed 
portion  of  the  report  "may  help  Burnham  to 
that  ix)sition."  The  unpublished  part,  then. 
was  given  to  an  ofiicer  of  the  dishonest  asso- 
ciation, and  this  withdrawn  and  hidden  testi- 
mony is  unfavorable  to  E.  B.  Harper.  The 
Underwriter  says :  If  we  have  not  said  it 
bef(jre  we  say  it  now.  we  have  no  interest 
whatever  in  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund,  other 
than  that  it  shall  stop  lying  about  itself  and 
ts  neighbors.  "Insurance"'  says  nothing  is 
isuppressed,  but  the  examiners  say  that  there 
has  been  paid  $467,421.78  on  claims  that  wei'e 
not  reported  December  31,  1S91.  aud  that  the 
ameunt  last  December  unreported  was  ^477.- 
792.  Is  that  a  suppression ;  The  full-page  ad- 
vertisement of  this  association .  which  so 
adorns  the  pages  of  ■■Insurance,"'  says  that 
"not  a  sin.gle  dollar  of  the  accumulated  or  in- 
vested i-eserve  fund  has  ever  been  used  or 
required  either  for  paj-meut  of  death  losses  or 
any  other  purpose."'  The  examiners  say  that 
$2.053, 165  of  this  fund  has  been  used  for  ex- 
penses, and  another  ^2, 133.856. 52  has  been  used 
to  eke  out  assessments  for  the  death  fund. 

Connecticut    Fire    Insurance   Company. 

iNi'KK.isEii  PitEMiuMS— Large  Gains  in  Assets 
AND  Surplus. 

These  sub-head  lines  tell  the  tale  of  the 
year's  experience  of  the  Connecticut  Fire  In- 
surance Co.  of  Hartford.  It  was  a  good  year, 
with  increased  premiums  and  decreased  losses 
and  a  low  loss  ratio,  especially  here  on  the 
Coast  under  Manager  Dickson. 

During  the  past  ten  years,  aud  perhaps 
longer,  the  premiums  of  the  Connecticut  Fire 
have  gained  every  year,  aud  likewise  the 
assets.  Last  year  an  addition  of  ^141,000 
made  the  assets  -*2,972,633.  Doubtless  the 
assets  now  exceed  three  millions.  The  accum- 
ulations of  a  company  like  the  Connecticut 
do  not  stand  still.  The  net  surplus  ($444. 410) 
gained  $105,000.  This  places  the  surplus  to 
policyholders  very  near  a  million  and  a  half. 
Losses  and  expenses  last  year  were  a  quarter 
of  a  million  less  than  income. 

The  annual  statement  of  the  Connecticut 
Fire,  considered  by  itself,  or  compared  with 
the  previous  year"s  figures,  shows  strength 
aud  a  very  fine  state  of  affairs,  creditable  to 
the  management  and  satisfactory  to  the  stock- 
holders and  policyholders. 


The  Connecticut  is  one  of  the  big  trio  re])- 
resonted  by  Manager  Robert  Dick.son. 


The  Warren  &  Lanktree  Shortage. 

The  books  of  the  late  firm  of  Warren  & 
Lanktree.  representing  the  Milwaukee  Me- 
chanics as  general  agents  for  several  months, 
were  badly  mutilated  by  somebody  just  before 
a  tinal  accounting  was  to  be  made.  Many 
pages  were  cut  out  and  have  not  since  been 
recovered.  Pages  i  to  80  were  removed  from 
the  journal  and  two  pages  from  balance  book. 
From  the  agency  ledger  there  were  cut,  inclu- 
sive. 145  to  160.  181  to  186,  207  and  208,  217  and 
2 1 8,  229  to  242.  249  and  250,  253  to  264.  273  to  292, 
295  and  296,  and  30,";  to  326. 

The  amount  of  the  shortage  is  not  known, 
but  is  believed  to  exceed  -^lo.ooo.  Experts  are 
working  on  the  books.  The  guilty  party  is  not 
))ositively  known.  Mr.  Mansfield,  the  super- 
intendent of  agencies  for  the  Milwaukee 
Mechanics,  has  the  affair  in  charge,  and  will 
at  once  bring  suit  against  "W'aiTen  &  Lank- 
tree"s  bondsmen  for  the  amount  of  their 
.shortage.  The  bondsmen  are  Wm.  P.  Jones, 
formerly  president  of  the  Oakland  Home; 
A.  A.  "Warren,  of  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  and  J.-D. 
Maxwell,  of  San  Fi'ancisco. 

On  May  i  the  agency  was  placed  in  charge 
of  J.  B.  Lanktree.  On  May  16  the  final  account 
of  the  agents  was  ready.  The  books  wore 
placed  in  the  vault  in  the  evening.  Next 
morning  the  vault  was  found  unlocked  and  the 
books  were  found  mutilated.  The  final  state- 
ment had  also  been  destro.ved. 

In  vievy  of  all  that  the  Coast  Review  can 
learn,  we  are  forced  to  the  belief  that  Mr. 
Lanktree  was  the  guilt.v  party.  The  story  is 
too  long  for  us  to  publish  in  detail,  but  we 
must  look  at  this  dastardly  act  as  the  interests 
of  the  parties  occur.  The  firm  of  Warren  & 
Lanktree  were  behind  with  the  company. 
Mr.  Mansfield  was  doing  everything  in  his 
power  to  assist  these  young  men  iu  straight- 
ening out  the  complicated  mass  of  uubusiness- 
like  work  of  the  agency  for  the  twelvemonths 
they  represented  the  company.  He  placed 
Mr.  Lanktree  in  charge  of  the  office  aud  em- 
ployed Mr.  Warren  to  visit  the  agents  and  get 
old  accounts  in  shape  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
In  fact,  everything  that  could  be  done  by  the 
company's  representative  to  have  matters 
amicably  adjusted  was  being  done  at  the  time 
of  the  mutilatiou  of  the  books. 

Mr.  Thomas,  the  bookkeeper,  placed  the 
books  in  the  vault,  at  the  usual  closing  hour, 
the  evening  before  the  morning  when  the 
mutilations  were  discovered.   Lanktree,  War- 
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i-en  and  Thomas  were  the  only  parties  havinsr 
the  combination  of  the  vault.  Mr.  Thomas, 
wlio  could  have  had  no  personal  interest  in  the 
matter,  and  Mr.  Warren  have  established  a 
reasonable  alibi.  Mr.  Lanktree  has  done  fairly 
well  in  the  same  line,  but  the  fact  that  pnrtir- 
iilrtr  agency  balances,  and  more  especially  Mr. 
Lanktree's  personal  agency  sheets,  disap- 
peared, with  much  other  corroborative  evi- 
dence, forces  us  to  the  conclusion  that  Mr. 
Lanktree  deliberately,  and  with  malice,  de- 
stroyed the  books  of  the  firm  in  order  to 
prevent  a  proper  adjustment  of  that  now  un- 
known balance  due  the  Milwaukee  Mechanics 
Insurance  Company. 

Covenant  Mutual  Benefit  Association. 

The  recent  apolo.getic  circular  issued  by 
this  Galesburg  society,  announcing  greatly  in- 
creased assessments,  created  a  sensation  (and 
probably  a  stampede  1  among  the  members. 
In  reply  to  complaining  members  Secretary 
SraoUinger  wrote  an  explanatory  letter,  from 
which  we  make  the  following  quotations: 

In  the  year  1894  the  average  mortality  of 
this  association  upon  all  its  members  was  but 
?io  45  to  each  i.ooo  lives  insured,  whereas  in 
the  group  or  class  which  we  have  raised,  the 
actual  cost  for  death  losses  among  the  23,006 
members  comprising  this  class,  was  in  the 
same  year -513. 26  to  each  1,000  lives  insured. 
In  other  words,  it  cost  this  association  in  1894, 
^10  45  for  death  los.ses  only  to  each  r,ooo  lives 
insured,  among  all  its  members,  but  among 
■  those  holding  policies  similar  to  your  own,  the 
actual  cost  for  that  same  year  was  $13.26  to 
each  1,000. 

In  view  of  the  fact,  therefore,  that  for 
these  years  past,  we  have  given  you  insur- 
ance as  good  as  any  "old  line"  company  ["As 
good"  is  good,  the  association  now  being  in 
desperate  need.— Ed.  C.  R.  1  at  about  one- 
third  of  their  cost,  are  you  justified  in  being 
at  all  disconcerted,  when  we  ask  you  to  reach 
down  in  your  pockets  and  give  us  a  small  part 
of  the  money  we  have  saved  you,  and  have  al- 
lowed you  to  keep  all  these  years,  in  this,  our 
time  of  need ; 

You  are  not  asked  to  pay  one  cent  more  to 
the  association  for  expense  purposes  than  you 
have  been  paying.  Every  cent  of  your  in- 
crease goes  into  the  mortuary  fund  which  can 
only  be  used  to  pay  death  claims  w-ith.  You 
ai'e  not  asked  to  pay  this  increase  merely  for 
one  or  two  calls,  but  this  rate  is  necessary, 
under  present  conditions,  in  order  to  meet  our 
claims,  and  make  good  for  our  entire  member- 
shijj  their  protection  with  us. 


\Ve  know  in  many  cases  this  raise  will  work 
great  hardships,  and  I  assure  you  that  the 
sympathy  of  every  officer  goes  out  to  those 
thus  effected,  but  under  existing  conditions 
we  are  powerless  to  do  otherwise. 

We  cannot  manage  the  affairs  of  this  great 
corporation  in  the  interest  of  one  individual, 
or  any  group  or  class  of  individuals  solely,  but 
must  govern,  so  as  to  give  solvency  and  per- 
petuity to  the  corporation  as  a  whole. 

We  have  not  the  facultj'  of  staying  the 
hand  of  the  grim  destroyer,  neither  can  we 
make  your  dollar  equal  to  two  of  your  neigh- 
bor's, so  that  confronted  as  we  have  been  for 
some  time  past,  and  as  you  now  are  with 
facts,  though  the.v  'be  ever  so  stubborn,  we 
can  no  longer  ignore  them. 

Australasia. 

The  Australian  Mutual  Provident  reports 
i'2. 810.919  new  business  for  1894,  while  so  far 
this  year  there  has  been  an  increase.  The 
average  annual  increase  of  Australasian  popu- 
lation is  only  *85.ooo.  Interest  rate  fell  from 
5.13  to  5. 1 1. 

The  Australian  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  So- 
ciety will  increase  its  capital  i:i2.,soo. 

Supt.  Bear  of  the  fire  brigade  seems  to  have 
received  a  little  roasting.  At  a  meeting  of 
Sydney  fire  underwriters  "the  position  in 
respect  to"  Bear,  taken  by  their  representa- 
tives, was  approved,  and  a  vote  of  confidence 
was  given  said  representatives.  It  was  also 
urged  that  the  fire  bi'igades'  act  be  so  amended 
as  to  bring  the  superintendent  under  the  en- 
tire control  of  the  board. 

Atlas  Assurance  Company. 
This  old  English  office  makes  a  flue  show- 
ing in  its  annual  statement,  on  file  with  the 
California  insurance  department.  Very  hand- 
some gains  were  made  last  year  iu  resources 
and  premiums,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
losses  were  less.  The  loss  ratio  was  only  50 
per  cent.  The  Atlas  has  $110,343,489  assets. 
Its  gross  fire  assets  are  *2, 918. 031 ;  its  net  .sur- 
plus is  ¥852,942.  and  the  surplus  as  regards 
policyholders  is  ?;i.572,942.  Herein  is  stout 
security  for  policyholders.  Last  year  was.  as 
usual,  a  prosperous  one  with  this  eighty- 
seven-year-old  office.  The  income  was  11278,000 
in  excess  of  losses  and  expenses,  and  nearly 
.*2oo,ooo  was  added  to  the  surplus  funds.  This 
is  pleasant  reading  for  stockholders,  and  cer- 
tainly not  unpleasant  for  policyholders.  The 
Atlas  has  also  $855,108  invested  in  the  United 
States.  Of  this  amount,  -$308,266  is  surplus. 
The  United  States  branch  is  doing  a  profitable 
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and  growing  business.  The  Pacific  Coast  de- 
partment, in  charge  of  Manager  Prank  J. 
Devlin,  has  been  mailing  great  progress. 
Last  year  the  Coast  premium  income^  ad- 
vanced from  4*4,675  to  6171,634. 


The  Royal  Insurance  Company. 

EXTHAOHDINABY   G.IINS   IN  ASSETS  AND  SURPLUS. 

The  Royal  Insurance  Company  of  Liverpool, 
Eng..,  enjoys  the  distinction  of  having  the 
largest  fire  premium  income  in  the  world. 
Moreover,  it  is  the  only  company  with  fire 
premium  receipts  of  $10,000,000  or  more.  In- 
deed, in  this  respect  it  leads  its  nearest  com- 
petitor by  over  $2,000,000. 

The  Royal  has  nearly  $48,000,000  assets,  but 
of  this  vast  sum  some  $25,000,000  is  set  aside 
to  meet  the  liabilities  of  the  life  department. 
This  leaves  $22,615,312  for  the  protection  of 
fire  policyholders.  The  reinsurance  and  other 
liabilities  of  the  fire  department  are  $8,470,- 
617.  The  remainder  of  the  assets  is  net  sur- 
plus to  the  extent  of  $12,266,185,  '"^'^  policy- 
holders' surplus  in  the  wonderful  sum  of  $14,- 
144,695.  The  Royal  added  about  $1,800,000  to 
its  fire  assets  last  year  and  nearly  as  much  to 
its  surplus  funds. 

The  United  States  branch  has  $7,609,2515  as- 
sets. Of  this  amount,  $2, 167,805  is  surplus  over 
all  liabilities.  Of  the  $10,150,025  premium  re- 
ceipts, the  American  department  contributes 
$4,993,917,  or  nearly  half.  The  resources  and 
business  of  this  department  increased  ma- 
terially last  year. 

The  Pacific  Coast  department,  under  Mana- 
ger Rolla  V.  Watt,  makes  a  good  showing, 
with  increased  premium  receipts  and  a  profit- 
able balance  on  the  vear's  business.  Mr. 
Watt  assumed  charge  May,  1894. 


TvPOGKAPiiiCAi,  Ekrohs. — They  are  annoying 
at  least :  but  the  utmost  reasonable  care  will 
not  prevent  them.  The  publishers  of  an  edi- 
tion of  the  Bible  posted  final  proof-sheets  in  a 
public  place  and  offered  a  large  reward  for  the 
discovery  of  a  typographical  error.  Hundreds, 
perhaps  thousands  of  readers,  tried  to  earn 
that  reward.  Yet,  when  that  edition  appeared 
it  contained  sevei'al  glaring  mistakes  of  the 
types.  Last  month  the  compositor  made  us 
speak  of  "the  escape"  of  the  board's  work, 
whereas  we  wrote  ''scope."  In  a  recent  book 
a  writer  said  it  was  necessary  to  "re-adjust" 
one's  ideas,  but  he  left  out  the  hyphen,  and 
printer  and  proof-reader  compelled  him  to 
"read  just  his  ideas,"  which  would  certainly 
become  monotonous  in  time,  however  bright 


those  ideas.  Another  compositor,  correcting 
an  "out,"  made  "loose  contracts"  out  of 
"loose  contacts."  Such  errors,  however,  can 
be  safely  left  for  correction  to  the  quick  wit 
of  the  intelligent  reader.  Type-writers  make 
worse  blunders  than  type-setters  ever  do; 
but  the  average  type-writer  isexasperatingly 
ignorant  of  punctuation,  orthography,  and 
the  correct  use  of  capital  letters. 


Col.  Hawes  of  the  New  York  Life  Goes  to  London. 

Alex.  G.  Hawes,  for  the  past  quarter  of  a 
century  the  manager  of  the  Pacific  Coast  de- 
partment of  the  New  York  Life  Insm-ance 
Company,  has  been  appointed  manager  of  the 
European  department,  with  headquartei's  in 
Loudon.  Col.  Hawes  dejiarted  for  England  on 
June  6.  The  Bohemian  Club  of  San  Francisco, 
of  which  he  has  so  long  been  a  member  that  he 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  fathers  in  Bohemia, 
tendered  him  a  banquet  on  the  eve  of  his  de- 
parture. It  was  a  brilliant  affair.  Mingled 
with  warm  congratulations  on  the  promotion 
to  so  large  a  field  of  labor,  were  expressions  of 
genuine  regret  over  the  loss  to  the  club  of  one 
of  its  most  genial  and  active  members. 

Col.  Hawes  entered  the  service  of  the  New 
York  Life  Insurance  Company  in  1867,  at  Leav- 
enworth, Kan.  A  few  months  laterhe  became 
general  agent  of  the  company  for  the  Missouri 
valley  territory  embracing  Kansas,  Nebraska, 
and  all  the  mountain  region  west  except  Cali- 
fornia and  New  Mexico.  The  general  agency 
was  a  partnership,  the  firm  being  Partridge 
&  Hawes.  R.  Partridge  was  the  senior  mem- 
ber. Mr.  Hawes  was  the  first  man  to  Intro- 
dui'C  life  insurance  in  Utah  and  Montana.  At 
Salt  Lake  he  collected  and  banked  $15,000  in 
cash  premiums  before  a  policy  had  been  re- 
turned from  New  York.  In  1869  he  wrote 
$50,000  in  premiums  in  Nevada.  Wyoming  and 
what  is  now  Colorado  formed  an  exceedingly 
rich  field  for  personal  work.  Mr.  Hawes  easily 
earned  the  reputation  of  being  the  most  suc- 
cessful life  insurance  agent  in  the  Rocky 
Mountain  field. 

In  the  beginning  of  1870  Mr.  Hawes  was  ap- 
pointed superintendent  of  Western  agencies, 
and  one  of  the  first  duties  assigned  to  him 
waste  come  to  California  and  reorganize  the 
agency,  which  was  then  doing  very  little  busi- 
ness. After  trying  to  secure  a  suitable  man 
for  the  agency,  he  found  that  the  best  plan 
was  to  form  a  copartnership  with  Wm.  B. 
Crane,  one  of  the  brightest  and  most  efficient 
life  insurance  men  ever  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 
Mr.  Crane's  personal  work  in  one  year 
amounted  to  $2,000,000. 
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The  attractions  of  California  were  too  strong 
for  Col.  Hawes,  and  he  has  remained  here  as 
general  agent  and  general  manager  for  the 
New  York  Life  ever  since.  He  introduced  the 
business  of  the  company  into  Australia,  after 
writing  many  persuasive  letters  and  making 
personal  appeals  to  the  home  office.  The  Aus- 
tralian business  is  now  a  very  large  and  im- 
portant factor  in  the  company's  general  work. 
Mr.  Hawes  also  introduced  the  company  into 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  had  entire  management  of  the  company's 
business  in  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Mon- 
tana, Utah,  Nevada,  Arizona  and  California. 
Several  general  agencies  now  occupy  this 
enormous  territory  into  which  Col.  Hawes 
originally  entered  a  pioneer. 

The  Coast  Review,  with  his  many  friends 
in  the  life  insurance  business,  while  regretting 
the  loss  of  so  genial  a  friend  and  co-laborer  in 
this  field,  heartily  congratulates  him  on  his 
promotion  to  the  high  executive  position  which 
he  will  occupy  in  London. 

Chas.  A.  McLane,  who  entered  the  service 
of  the  New  York  Life  under  Col.  Hawes  fifteen 
years  ago,  and  who  has  been  in  fact  the  Colo- 
nel's first  lieutenant  ever  since,  has  been 
placed  in  charge  of  the  Pacific  Coast  branch 
of  the  company.  Mr.  McLane,  while  yet  a 
young  man,  has  proved  himself  a  thorough 
student  of  life  insui'ance  and  a  very  energetic 
worker.  We,  therefore,  have  no  doubts  as  to 
his  success  as  manager  of  this  branch  of  the 
company's  growing  business. 

That  Sensational  Damage  5uit. 

In  the  May,  1894,  Coast  Review,  we  printed 
an  account  of  a  most  remarkable  suit  for  dam- 
ages. Two  adjusters,  at  the  invitation  of  a 
county  attorney,  testified  against  a  man  ac- 
cused of  arson.  This  was  after  the  insurance 
companies  had  won  their  case.  The  prosecu- 
tion failed  to  convict.  The  accused  then 
brought  suit  against  the  companies  employing 
the  adjusters,  claiming  S20.000  damages.  A 
jay  jury  awarded  him  that  amount.  The  de- 
fendants, who  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
prosecution,  were  declared  to  be  guilty  of  ma- 
liciously prosecuting  the  plaintifE.  The  case 
was  of  course  appealed.  It  would  never  do  to 
allow  such  a  fools'  verdict  to  go  unchallenged. 

On  the  4th  inst.  a  supreme  court  decision  in 
this  case  was  filed.  It  is  entitled  A.  D.  Smith, 
plaintifE  and  respondent,  v.  The  Liverpool  & 
London  &  Globe  Ins.  Co.  et  al..  defendants 
and  appellants.  Smith  is  a  carpenter,  who 
owned  two  connecting  houses  in  Contra  Costa 
countv.     He  was  heavilv  in  debt.     The  evi- 


dence pointed  to  incendiarism,  and  also  to 
Smith  as  the  incendiary. 

The  court  raps  the  "learned  judge  of  the 
court  below,"  and  raps  him  hard,  "We  are 
at  a  loss  to  understand,"  says  the  court,  in 
view  of  the  facts,  "upon  what  theory  the 
learned  judge  of  the  court  below  denied  de- 
fendants' motion  for  a  nonsuit.  We  can  not 
readily  conceive  of  a  state  of  facts  better  cal- 
culated to  arouse  in  the  mind  of  any  reason- 
able man  a  sti'ong  suspicion  of  guilt  than  was 
furnished  in  this  case.  The  plaintiff  should 
not  have  been  permitted  to  go  to  the  jury." 
No  principle,  said  the  court,  is  better  estab- 
lished than  that  in  actions  for  malicious  prose- 
cution the  plaintiff  must,  in  order  to  recover, 
establish  not  only  malice  but  want  of  probable 
cause. 

A  San  Pi'ancisco  paper,  noticing  this  de- 
cision, appropriately  headed  the  article,  "A 
Contra  Costa  Carpenter  Lucky  to  Escape 
Conviction.''  A  more  impudent  and  ground- 
less claim  for  damages  was  probably  never 
filed  in  any  court.  The  supreme  court, 
happily,  has  placed  no  bar  to  the  prosecution 
of  supposed  incendiaries. 


The  Helvetia  Swiss  at  Home. 
My  next  step  was  into  Switzerland.  As 
there  are  no  Swiss  companies  in  New  York, 
save  for  surplus  business,  there  was  very  little 
heard  and  said  on  the  subject  of  United 
States  business.  The  Helvetia,  of  St.  Gall, 
which  has  long  been  represented  on  the 
Pacific  Coast,  has  built  up  a  very  profitable 
business  there.  This  company  has  also  a  fine 
record  in  insuring  surplus  mercantile  risks  in 
America.  It  does  not  dabble  in  special  haz- 
ards. The  Baloise  Ins.  Co.,  of  Balse,  is  also 
represented  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  has 
lately  begun  to  follow  the  Helvetia  in  insur- 
ing American  surplus  mercantile  risks  in  New 
York  and  elsewhere.  Both  of  these  compan- 
ies own  and  occupy  magnificent  stone  build- 
ings, and  are  esteemed  among  the  richest  and 
best  managed  Swiss  fire  offices.  There  used 
to  be  a  joke  in  Switzerland  that  nobody  was 
permitted  to  erect  a  dwelling  house  unless  it 
was  insured  in  the  Helvetia:  and  travelers 
used  to  notice  the  old-fashioned  plates  of  that 
company  on  so  many  dwellings  that  they 
thought  the  Helvetia  owned  the  houses.  This 
company  and  the  Baloise  also  have  agents  in 
various  parts  of  Europe,  as  well  as  in  the 
Mediterranean  and  Asiatic  ports.  I  subse- 
quently found  their  agencies  in  such  distant 
places  as  Hong  Kong  and  Yokohama.  The 
dividends  paid  by  these  companies  are  enor- 
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inous.  iiml  their  sto.-ks  commaud  a  very  high 
premium :  so  that  if  the  stock  market  were 
the  gaufre.  these  companies  must  enjoy  the 
highest  prosperity. — Correspoudence  in  Insur- 
ance Monitor. 

Norwich  Union  Fire  insurance  Society. 

L.^UGE  Gains  in  Assets  and  Suuplus. 

The  g-ross  fire  assets  of  this  English  com- 
pany are  12  per  cent,  greater  than  a  year  ago, 
and  the  net  surplus  is  33  per  cent,  greater. 
Over  $654,000  was  added  to  the  fire  assets, 
and  the  surplus  funds  gained  nearly  as  much. 
In  round  numbers,  the  surplus  as  regai-ds  pol- 
icyholders is  *3,ooo,ooo,  or  two  dollars  of  assets 
for  every  dollar  of  liabilities  to  policyholders. 
Last  year's  business  was  very  profitable. 
The .  losses  and  expenses  were  less  than 
^4,000,000,  while  the  income  was  *4. 543.931. 

The  Norwich  Union  Insurance  Soi-iety  is 
nearly  a  centui-y  old.  Its  accumulations  are 
nearly  S6,ooo,ooo,  of  which  :?2.283.56o  is  net 
surplus,  and  S2. 943.560  is  surplus  as  regards 
policyholders.  Last  year's  premium  income 
was  §4,390,956,  not  quite  so  large  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  but  showing  a  greatly  reduced 
loss  ratio.  There  has  been,  evidently,  some 
careful  pruning. 

The  United  States  branch  makes  a  tine 
showing  in  its  annual  statement.  Assets, 
surplus,  and  premiums  advanced  largely, 
without  any  increase  in  management  expenses. 
The  Pacific  Coast  department,  under  Mana- 
ger Rolla  V.  Watt,  added  to  its  premium  in- 
come. The  two  companies  in  this  department, 
the  Norwich  Union  and  the  Royal,  have  au 
aggregate  Coast  premium  income  of  over 
^303,000.  

FiKE  Items. — The  first  German  company  to 
enter  Constantinople  was  the  Hamburg-Bre- 
men. The  first  foreign  oMce  in  that  field  was 
the  Royal. — The  National  of  Ireland  continues 
to  do  business  in  Canada.  The  patriotic 
militiamen  of  Canada  are  evidently  unaware 
of  this  fact.  "Pull  down  that  Irish  flag," 
said  the  redoubtable  maj'or.  But  the  National 
is  all  right,  though  the  Canadian  major  is  not. 

The  Coast  Review  does  not  escape  an  occa- 
sional roasting  for  some  of  the  things  that  it 
says — opinions  and  current  rumors  and  criti- 
cisms ;  and  we  therefore  take  pleasure  in  quot- 
ing this  from  the  Monitor:  We  dodge  behind 
a  story  told  of  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  who  once 
was  rebuked  by  one  of  his  serious  friends  for 
some    coruscations   of   wit   which    his   critic 


thought  were  unbecoming  to  the  dignity  of 
the  great  preacher.  "Good  Lord,''  said  Mr. 
Beecher,  "if  you  only  knew  of  the  things  that 
I  iiiiii'(  say  you'd  forgive  me  I" 

The  Springfield. 

As  we  go  to  press  President  Damon  informs 
us  that  in  view  of  the  present  demoralized 
condition  of  business  in  this  field  he  has  de- 
cided to  join  the  National  of  Hartford,  and  on 
July  I  Manager  Dornin  will  be  in  command  of 
these  two  strong,  conservative  American  com- 
panies in  this  field.  Expenses  of  a  branch  or 
department  office  here  were  more  than  the 
Springfield  people  felt  justified  in  paying 
under  existing  circumstances;  hence  this 
change.  The  Springfield  did  last  year,  under 
Mr.  Dugan's  management.  Coast  premiums  of 
nearly  Sioo.ooo,  with  a  loss  ratio  of  57.  The 
Springfield  is  an  excellent  company,  with 
assets  of  S3, 581, 151.  with  over  S500.000  net- 
surplus.  The  National  of  Hartford  has  assets 
of  ?^3.597.53i.  with  over  sijoo.ooo  net  surplus. 
If  Manager  Dornin  had  taken  his  choice  out  of 
all  companies  doing  business  on  the  Coast  he 
could  not  have  found  a  better  matched  team 
than  the  National  and  the  Springfield.  In  brief, 
the  Dornins  will  be  managers  of  an  agency 
with  §2,500.000  cash  capital,  over  §7,000.000 
assets  and  over  $r, 000.000  net  surplus. 

In  connection  with  this  change  of  the  Spring- 
field we  may  add  that  t'ne  company  speaks  in 
the  highest  terms  of  Manager  Dugan  who  has 
been  in  its  service  for  fourteen  years,  and  the 
change  was  in  no  waj'  a  reflection  on  his  man- 
agement, but  purely  from  an  economic  stand- 
point. Mr.  Dugan  will  manage  the  affairs  of 
the  agency  until  July  i.  Amos  Sewell.  who 
has  been  special  for  the  Springfield,  will  be 
retained  by  Manager  Dornin. 


A  LIU  Ai.  paper  says  that  wherever  there  has 
been  a  rate-war  in  California,  property-owners 
have  increased  the  insurance  previously  car- 
ried, and  much  property  hitherto  uninsured  is 
now  covered.  There  is  doubtless  some  truth 
in  this  statement,  and  in  estimating  the  gen- 
eral results  some  allowance  must  be  made  for 
increased  business  as  well  as  largely  decreased 
premiums  on  the  old  business.  But  the  con- 
clusion of  the  local  paper  can  not  be  so  readily 
accepted,  namely,  that,  therefore,  the  "effect 
of  the  smash-up"  will  not  be  a  loss  to  the  fire 
insurance  companies. 


Gheece  Shin. — Two  large  English  offices 
have  withdrawn  from  Greece.  They  found  it 
too  hot. 
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May  Fires. 

WASHINGTON'. 

19.    North  Yakiinu.  rr  dwg  ;inil 
contents ; 

Home,  N.  Y ^-t"" 

S.    Everett,  slock  furniture: 
Commercial  Union    ....  JjjO 

Hartford ™" 

Western -5° 

30.    Walla  Walla,  fr  dw;;: 

Phmnix.  Hartford iifi" 

19.    Walla  Walla,  hhld  furni : 

Milwaukee  Mechanics     .   .  Szs" 
211.    Walla  Walla,  groceries  and 
fr  bldg ; 

Sun.  S.  F *''4 

Magdeburg     643 

2S.    Aberdeen,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 

Orient ' *5"o 

I.    Davenport,    dwgs     and    hhld 
lurni : 

Fireman's  Fund %   35" 

X.  British  &  Mercantile      1.S27 
16.    Davenport,  flour-mill: 

National.  Hartford    .  .  .ti.5w' 
30,    Colfax,  fr  dwg: 

»       Magdeburg ♦^co 

21.    Palouse,  mdse: 

Ins,  Co.  North  America   .   ,  %vr, 
21.    Palouse.  lodging-house: 

Springfield *■«' 

30.    Palouse,  fr  dwg: 

Caledonian     *3o" 

21.    Palouse.  br  store  bldg: 

•      Royal *=25 

28.    Palouse,  mdse  and  bldg: 

Lion *2oo 

.Ktna 3<" 

30.    (April)  Centralia.  dwg: 

Transatlantic *4"o 

15.    Lincoln  CO..  fr  dwg  and  hhld 
furni : 
Phenix,  Br *7"o 

27.  Whitman    cc.   fr   dwg    and 

furni : 

Phenix.  Br %^,<xa 

22.    Whitman    co..    fr   dwg    and 
bam: 

Phenix.  Br t^"" 

12.    WUbur,  dwg,  stable  and  con- 
tents : 
German- American ?S65 

28.  Montesano,  mill: 
Hamburg-Bremen #800 

20.    Kings  CO.,  dwg  conts: 
Sun,  London *2<io 

20.    Snohomish,  saloon : 
Hartford *<i'» 


1,.    Chehalis.    mdse    in    fr   store 
bldg: 
Liv.  &  London  &  Globe   .     *6o(. 

17.     (Aprili  Central  Ferry,  store 
bldg: 

Northern *i.75'J 

26.     (Aprili  Kitsapla.  dwg: 

London     *52S 

2S.     Aberdeen,  dwg: 

Phffinix.  London     •?'""' 

12.    Davenport,  hhld  furni: 

Hoyal *596 

10.     Spokane,  fr  dwg : 

Queen ♦5™' 

20.    Spokane,  f r  dwg  and  conts : 

Hanover ^520 

16.    Seattle,  mdse: 

Imperial ^37- 

23.    (April)  Seattle,  fr  dwg: 

United  Firemens *Si3 

7.    Seattle,  stmr  "Vixen": 
Scottish  Union i<>i5 

12.  Tacoma,  fr  dwg: 
Commercial  Union  ....  Ji.i^ou 

13.  Seattle,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 
Continental 89™' 

21.    Tacoma,  dwg: 

Milwaukee  Mechanics    .   .  .?)oo 
29.    Spokane,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 

Hartford ♦tS"' 

13.    Spokane,  dwg  conts : 

Imperial ^^^^ 

9.    Seattle,  dwg  conts : 

Imperial $i.io(j 

29.    .Seattle,  wearing  apparel : 

Royal *-5o 

29.     (Aprili   King  CO..    dwg    and 
conts : 

Orient *45o 

Miscellaneous: 

Palatine *5i' 

15.    Seattle,  fr  store  : 

North  British *"4 

3.    Chehalis,  undertaker's  stock: 

North  British f6oo 

Small  losses $2,000 

Total  Washington  ^28.830 


Oregon. 

2J.    Clifton,  fr  dwg: 
Connecticut $1,000 

28.  Rosebm-g.  dwg  and  conts : 
Westchester      $2,000 

29.  Lincoln  CO.,  farm  property; 
Continental *'loo 

16,    Salem,  fr  dwg: 
Liv.  &  London  &  Globe    .   .  tso" 
Sun,  London V° 


8.    Eugene,  bldgs: 

Continental $9^5 

I.    Salem,  cigars  'ind  tobacco  : 

Western  Assurance  ....  $5"" 
22.    Pendleton,  dwg : 

National,  Hartford    .   .   .   .$3"" 
3.    La  Graade.  fr  dwg : 

American.  Pa 1'99" 

7.    Albino,  hhld  furni : 

Firemans  Fund $iiu 

iS.    Elgin,  fr  school-house: 

Firamans  Fund S^cc 

17.    Pendleton,  dwg: 

Amsrican  Central $3"" 

21.    Sherman     co,,      blacksmith 
shop  and  dwg: 

Home  Mutual =i66'» 

15.    Clackamas  co..     barn     and 
conls: 

Home  Mutual $33" 

S.    Cone,  hides  and  leather: 

Union  of  London $9i'o 

12.    Portland,  fr  dwg  and  furni  : 

Firemans  Fund $i,ioc 

24,     (March)  Portland,    printing 
press : 

North  British $187 

It.    Portland,  hhld  furni  : 

.-Etna *9S9 

7.    Portland,  dwg: 

Phoenix,  London $364 

13.    Portland,  dwg  and  conts: 

Pho-nix.  London $3,4°° 

Imperial '-400 

15,    Portland,  fr  dwg : 

Western,  Toronto $5"" 

II.    Portland,  fr  dwg: 

Royal  Exchange $i,37'> 

Small  losses $1,600 

Total  Oregon   .   .   .  $20,731 


Montana. 
15     Butte,  bldg  and  fumi : 

Palatine $2,180 

2,    Helena,  br  bldg : 

Continental *ioo 

24.    Cascade  co..  fr  stable    and 
granary : 

Pennsylvania $500 

21.    (Jallatin,  fr  dwg    and    hhld 
furni : 

Pennsylvania $1,000 

15.    WalkeiTille,  hotel  bldg  and 
contents: 

Phcenlx,  London     $236 

Transatlantic 7ii 

19.    Butte,  bldg  and  fumi : 
Sun,  S.  F ill's 
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29.     (ApriU     Helena,    (Iwg     and 
stable ; 
Union,  London $i,ko 

14.  Great  Falls,  farm  bldgs: 
Fireman's  Fund Won 

24.    Helena,  dwg: 
Firemans  Fund *i°o 

15.  Butte,  lodging-house: 
Nortli  British J^o* 

21.    Great  Falls,  tural,  etc. ; 
Nortli  British  ....,.■•  %i°° 

Small  losses     $75° 

Total  Montana     .   .  J8,i77 
* 

Idaho. 

— .    Grangeville,  2-story  fr hotel: 

^tna     .' *'°" 

13.    Grangeville.  dwg: 

Home  Mutual *75o 

— .    Soda  Springs,  bottling  wks : 

London  &  Lancashire  .  .  $1,25" 
23.  Post  Falls,  fr  dwg  and  con- 
tents : 

Llver'l&  Lon.  &  Globe   .   .Woo 

15.    Coeur  d'  Alene.  fr  dwg  and 
conts: 

Hartford *"°>' 

Total  Idaho    .   .   .    .$361.0 

* 

Utah. 

2".    Davis  CO.,  br  dwg.  b;irn  and 

contents ; 

American,  Pa $2,600 

— .    Ogden,  hhld  furni : 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .   .  *4i5 
23,    Ogden,  fr  boarding-house : 

Hanover ^'"'l 

_.    Wasatch  co.,  farm  property : 

Continental *5"0 

7.    Utah  CO.,  farm  property: 

Continental J'oo 

27.    San  Pete  Co..  farm  property : 
Continental *45o 

22.  Ogden,  furni: 

Hartford *4i:o 

26.    Spanish  Fork,  fr  store: 
Hartford *'oo 

23.  Ogden,  frbldg: 
Commercial  Union     ....  *2o8 

24.  Ogden,  piano: 

Scottish  Union ^^^•S 

12.     (April)  Ogden,  fr  dwg: 

Manufacturers  &  Builders  $250 
14.    Salt  Lake,  quartz  mill: 
Commercial  Union     .  .   .  $4,000 

Manchester 1,500 

Sun,  London 1,500 

Phoenix,  Loudon 1,500 


5.    Salt  Lake,  br  store  bldg  and 
conts : 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .$    ns 

Delawace     56) 

Home  Mutual 56j 

^Etna loi 

Connecticut i,3SS 

Royal  Exchange 570 

Atlas 1,708 

Small  losses f  i,8oo 

Total  Utah    .   .   .     $20,075 
* 

COI^01i.4DO. 

20.    Trinidad,  pictures,  etc. : 
Manchester $350 

II.    Sallda,  dwg: 
National,  Hartford    ....  $700 

4.  La  .Junta,  dwg; 

National,  Hartford    .   .   .   .$616 

— .    Crystal  Lake,  fr  hotel : 
Alliance $2,500 

25.     (April)  hhld  furni: 
Prussian  National     ....  $375 

5.  Montrose,  organ  in  fr  hotel : 
Firemans  Fund $200 

27.  (April)  Pueblo,  dry  goods 
store : 

Atlas     $400 

27.     Pueblo,  br  big: 

Imperial $35o 

19.    Pueblo,  dwg; 

National,  Ireland $4.5o 

— .    Ft.  Collins,  dwg  and  barns; 

Palatine $850 

Total  Colorado     .   .  $6,791 

AllIZONA 

I.    Prescott,  hay,  feed,  etc. ; 

North  British $500 

* 
Nevada. 
3.    Virginia,  mdse : 

Orient *i5o 

Fire  Association 150 

25.    Reno,  hay : 
Norwich  Union $600 

21.    Reno,  fr  barn: 
^Etna *4oo 

Wyoming. 
1.    Buffalo,  restaurant : 
Firemans  Fund $200 

New  Mexico. 

19.    Eddy,  dwg: 

Firemans  Fund    ......  $100 

13.    Seorro,  furni  in  br  dwg : 

Firemans  Fund $1,95° 


o.    Parkview,  dwg : 
National.  Hartford    ....  $900 


British  Columbia. 
20.    New  Westminsters    fr  bldg 
and  machinery : 

Piienix.  Br $3<o 

Trilal  niil.i'iilf  terrilnrij     .    .  $94,634 


California. 

25.    Briggs,  dwg: 

London     $601 

31.    Briggs,  dwg  and  conts ; 

Atlas     $891 

— .    Calaveras,  farm  property ; 

Continental $350 

7.    Eureka,  fr  dwg  and  conts ; 

Hartford $400 

6.  Alameda,  fr  dwg  and  hhld 
furni ; 

Commercial  Union     ,   .   .   .  $73° 

American  Central ri5 

22.    Bluke  Lake,  barns ; 

American  Central   ....  $i,445 
2.    Eureka,  fr  laundry  and  conts : 

Fire  Association,  Pa.  .   .   .  $400    ' 
22.    Cloverdale,  dwg  and  furni : 

Phoenix,  London $4,910 

Palatine 2,500 

American,  N.  Y 1,292 

4.    Hanford,  dwg,  etc. : 

Palatine $5i4 

6.    Forrestville,  charcoal : 

Palatine $672 

Royal  Exchange Sio 

29.  Fresno  CO.,  fr  dwg,  barn  and 
hay; 

Phenix,.Br J650 

— .    Frultvale,  fr  dwg; 

Alliance $4oo 

24,  (April)  Grass  Valley,  dwg 
and  furni : 

Home  Mutual $850 

21.  Kings  CO.,  ranch,  dwg  and 
conts ; 

Hartford $1,000 

9.    Glenn  CO.,  dwg,  etc: 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  .  $645 
21.    Lake  CO.,  fr  dwg  and  musical 
instruments ; 
Phenix,  Br $2,oco 

13.  Fresno,  frbldg; 
Magdeburg     $375 

14.  Napa  CO.,  barn  and  hay : 
New  Zealand     $',ioo 

iS.    Humboldt  CO.,  fr  dwg,  furni 
and  Ijarn : 
Phenix,  Br *4oo 
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24.    Madera,  electric-light  plant : 
North  German $220 

26.     (April)  Los  Angeles,  dwg: 
Northern  Assurance     .   .   .  $114 

4.    Napa,  hay  press : 
Aachen  &  Munich $235 

3.    Los  Angeles,  bldg: 
Patriotic $roS 

31.    Niles.    fr   saloon    bldg    and 
cents: 

Sun.  S.  F $450 

London  &  Lancashire  .   ,   .    450 

21.    Lake  cc  fr  dwg  and  musical 
instruments : 
Phenix,  Br $2,000 

12.    Los  Angeles,  fr  dwg: 
Scottish  Union $601 

15.     Los  Gatos,  hhld  furni ; 
National.  Hartford       ...  ifgi; 

3.    Oakland,  gen'l  Art*: 

Springtield $    492 

Home.  N.  Y 1.380 

Phoenix.  Hartford  ....  834 

Sun,  S.  F 661 

Niagara 456 

Union.  London 1500 

Phenix,  Br 197 

Ins.  Co.  North  America    .  391 

Scottish  Union 1.234 

Commercial  Union  i,qoo 

London  &  Lancashire   .   .  2.S25 

Home  Mutual 3u6 

Connecticut 459 

Livef  I  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .  200 

Queen -  .   .  459 

American.  N.  Y 105 

Caledonian 140 

Manchester 195 

Alliance 200 

Prussian  National     ...  123 

Imperial 1.464 

Lion 490 

Sun,  London goo 

North  British 768 

Greenwich 459 

Orient 412 

Norwich  Union 365 

Koyal     983 

Fire  Association 404 

Firemans  Fund 900 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  .   ,  661 

Palatine 591 

Western 495 

Total    .   .   ., $22,956 

g.    Oakland,  !r  dwg: 
Western $122 

9.    Oakland,  fr  carpenter-shop: 
Firemans  Fund $170 

2.    Oakland,  conts  of  dwg : 
-Etna $175 


18.    Oakland,  dwg  and  conts: 
Sun,  London $700 

10.    Oakland,  dry  goods  stock: 
Hartford $300 

20.  Oakland,  conts  fr  dwg: 
Hartford $200 

3.    Oakland,  hhld  furni: 
New  Zealand I345 

2j.    Oroville,    fr    dwg    and    hhld 
furni : 
Commercial  Union     ....  $350 

Hanover 6uo 

Westchester     sto 

14.  Red  Bluff,  dwg  and  hhld 
furni : 

Phoenix,  London     $224 

Orient 100 

2.    Oakland,  hhld  goods: 
Transatlantic $i2u 

21.  Redwood  City,  dwg: 
Imperial   . $250 

31.     Red  Bluff,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 

Springtield $545 

1;.     Placer  co.,  farm  property: 

Continental        $1,000 

8.     San  Jose,  fr  dwg : 

Springfield $300 

27.    San  Jose,  furni  and  fr  dwg: 

Lancashire $ijc6 

20.  San  Jose,  tailor  stock: 
German- American $115 

21.  San  Jose,  jewelry  : 
Patriotic $315 

21.  San  Jose,  furni: 

Union,  London     $200 

22.  San  Jose,  hay: 
Transatlantic $220 

21.  San  Jose,  fr  bani : 

Queen $270 

17.  San  Jose.fr  dwg  and  machine 
shop: 

Fire  Association $250 

30.    San  Jose,  bldg,  fixtures,  etc. : 

Palatine $1,700 

g.    San  Jose,  fr  dwgs  : 

Palatine $700 

25.     San  Jose,  fr  store : 

Hartford $200 

22.  San  Jose,  dwg: 
National,  Hartford    ....  $845 

25.    Sacramento,  stable: 
Western $140 

12.  Sacramento,  dwg: 

Sun,  London $148 

13.  Sacramento,  hhld  furni: 
Springfield $110 

23.  San  Lorenzo,  fr  dwg: 
Phoenix,  Hartford $600 


8.  San  Jacinto,  bldg  and  hhld 
furni : 

New  Zealand $498 

2g.  Stockton,  fr  dwg  and  hhld 
furni : 

Lancashire $405 

17.    Stockton,  ship-hldr's'   tools: 

Lancashire $500 

13.    Sacramento  CO  ,  br  dwg  and 
barn: 
Phenix,  Br $200 

10.  Petaluma,  fr  barn : 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .   .  $iuu 
29.     Stockton,  fr  dwg: 
Commercial  Union  ....  $1,000 

20.  Salinas,  hay  in  warehouse: 
Hartford      ' .  $630 

8.  San    Joaquin    valley,     farm 

dwg: 
Hartford $100 

25.    San  Diego,  dwg  and  conts: 

Firemans  Fund $550 

Sun,  S.  F S70 

28.    San   Joaquin    co..  dwg    and 
bam: 
Phoenix.  Br. $150 

13.     Santa  Barbara,  frdwg: 

Connecticut $1-730 

Queen     742 

21.  San  Bernardino,  hhld  furni; 
Home  Mutual $500 

9.  Santa  Barbara,  fr  bldg: 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  .  $824 
g.    Sonoma  co..  fr  dwg  and  barn  : 

Phenix.  Br $104 

21.    Santa  Clara  co..  dwg: 

Home  Mutual $2,000 

11.  Santa  Clara,  dwg  and  bldg 

and  laundry  machinery: 

Prussian  National  .  .  .  .$1,604 
II.    Santa  Clara,  fr  bam: 

Royal $444 

II.  Santa  Clara,  fr  barn  and 
lumber-shed : 

Hanover J901 

15.  Washington,  fr  dwg  and 
furni: 

Manchester $1,130 

8.    Santa  Cruz,  dwg  and  conts : 

Imperial $250 

24.    Santa  Cruz,  dry  goods : 

Hartford      $150 

8.    Ventura  CO.,  fr  dwg  and  bani; 

Phenix,  Br.     $500 

10.  Yuba  CO.,    dwg,    furni     and 

bam: 
Phenix,  Br $433 

11.  Tulare,  farm  property: 
Continental J630 
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3.     Woodliinil.    printery    iuul    bv 
bldK : 

Westchester     J^-lS 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .   .    34S 

Connecticut 225 

14.    Tehama  co..  farm  property: 

Continental t6'« 

2j.    Weaverville,  tr  dwg: 

Queen .      .  %oS^ 

30.    Temescal,  fr  dwg  and  turni ; 

Royal     $2,2oti 

26.    Yuba  CO.,  fr  dwg  and  bam : 

Phenlx,  Br $501. 

— .    Miscellaneous: 

Palatine *i,M2 

— .      Miscellaneous,     estimated 
No'rthwestern  National  $7.oon 

Small  losses      86.150 

Total  Cal.  S.  F.  Ex.  .   .  f9l-43f' 


San  Fkancisco. 
— .    Fr  furni  store : 

Alliance *^"" 

17.    Frbldj?: 

-Etna     1785 

27.    Hhld  furni: 

.Etna     Woi 

14      Fur.li  and  apparel: 

I'alatiuc ifSjS 

I.    Conts  br  lodKinK-house : 

Liv.  &  London  &  Globe   .   .$111 
i.i.    Conts  fr  lodging-house : 

Liv.  &  London  &  Globe    .   .$175 
I.    Hhld  furni  in  brick  bklg: 

Liv.  &  London  &  Globe    .   .  ifj62 

14.     Frdwgs: 

(Jonnecticut %   Soo 

Queeu 1  oou 


27.    Fr  dws  and  stores : 
tJerman  American :f  i^g 

27.  Frbldg: 

Phenix.-Br $750 

14.    Fr  dwg: 
Royal     ^2.,soc) 

17.    Lodging-house: 

Royal  Exchange $30u 

2.    Fr  bUlg,  engine,  etc. : 

Phenix,  Br *ioS 

2.    Chinese  wash-house : 

Hartford      ^250 

2.    Fr  stable  aud<'onts: 

Hartford *iS9 

14.     Dwgs: 

Prussian  National  ....  $300 
14.     Hhld  furni : 

National,  Hartford       ...  *5ou 

7.    Furni  in  dwg: 
Firemans  Fund $181 

19."   Furni,  etc.: 
Lancashire $335 

28.  I  April  I  hhld  furni: 

New  Zealand tr2.i 

14.     Dwg  conts : 
Phipnix,  Hartford I6(«i 

I.     Hhld  furni : 

SpringHeld     $3S5 

14.    Frdwg: 

Springfield $90" 

17.    Furni: 

Union,  London  .....  $263 

27.    Frbldg: 
Fire  Association.  Phil:i.     .  I252 

S.    Frbldgs: 
Hamburg-Bremen   .....  -$270 

I.     Hhld  furni : 
Hanover :f2Su 


24.    Frdwgs: 
Germania $115 

15.  Fr  hotel : 

London  &  L:mcashire  .    .    .  $221 

16.  Frdwg: 

London  &  Lancashire  .  .  .  $165 
27.    Fr  bldg : 

London  &  Lancashire  .  .  .  $i5() 
27,    Frbldg: 

Greenwich Ji378 

North  British 252 

14.    Furni  stock; 

Scottish  Union  ,,.,,.  %\\'-) 
iS.    Fr  store  bldg: 

Aachen  cSt  Munich %im> 

Glens  Falls 200 

14.    Fr  dwgs : 

Aachen  &  Munich ^600 

27.    Saloon : 

North  German  .......  :i'92.s 

23.    Store: 

Magdeburg j^iS? 

14.    Dwg  conts: 

Atlas *i93 

17.  Cigar  factory : 

Atlas $1,360 

» 

18.  Dwelling: 

Atlas     $22C 

27.    Hhld  furni: 

Atliis      Ifljo 

2u.     Dwelling: 
American  Central $120 

Small  losses $     i.ooo 

Total  S,  F *  19,1,69 

Total  California  .   .   .  $114,405 

Total  Pacific  t'oast    .  $2(19,059 


Monthly  Pacific  Coast  Losses. 

Month                          1S95  iSgt                 1893 

January $240,720  $406,024  $367,760 

February   ,   .    .   .       292,676  49i-47,^            277,968 

March     297,927  ,     381.308  3)o,S66 

First  quarter  ,  $.831,323       $1,278,807  $986,594 

April 477,235  459.131  392.633 

May     209,059  327-783  357.970 

June    .   .  ■ 302.175  454,257 

Rats  ! — The  Are  rnt  is  not  always  accused 
falsely,  aud  those  who  laugh  at  the  rodeut 
eating  matches  aud  so  causing  ignition  may 
well  ponder  over  the  following  fact :  In  de- 
molishing the  Nevada  hotel  at  jVuckland 
(N.  Z.)  the  other  day  there  were  found  under 
the  upper  floor,  between  the  joists,  hundreds, 


almost  thousands,  of  corks,  all  heaped  up  to- 
gether, and  close  alongside,  in  one  place,  innu- 
merable wax  vesta  heads,  the  rest  of  the 
match  having  been  eaten  down  to  the  very 
head.  A  nibble  too  much,  and  all  the  heads 
would  have  been  ablaze,  with  nice  dry  corks 
to  take  up  the  running. 

In  Tut:  Ykau  2000.— Over  there  is  a  knot  of 
medical  examiners.  In  the  progress  that  has 
been  made  they  are  able  to  discuss  even  the 
technicalities  of  their  profession  in  comnu)ii 
English  language,  and  in  the  march  of  knowl- 
edge, medicine  has  become  nearer  an  exact 
science,  while  the  laws  of  hygiene  being  tini- 
versally  pi-acticed,  disease  has  been  minimized. 
These  disciples  of  jEsculapius  have  reached 
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the  fouclusiou  that  heredity  simply  points  ti> 
a  physical  tendency  and  need  not  dominate 
disease ;  that  there  are  different  degrees  to 
the  force  of  habit ;  that  female  risks  are  as 
desirable  as  the  male;  that  the  opinion  of  the 
local  examiner  having  the  subject  in  his  pres- 
ence is  worthy  of  credence,  and  that  college 
does  not  make  the  man  and  the  various  schools 
of  medicine  are  entitled  to  recognition. — H.  S. 
Munson. 

The  Lancashire's  Hew  Pacific  Department. 

The  Lancashire  Insurance  Company,  of  Man- 
chester. Eng,.  has  established  a  Pacific  Coast 
department,  and  has  appointed  Messrs.  Mann 
&  Wilson  as  managers.  Our  readers  will 
agree  with  us.  that  both  the  Lancashire 
and  Messrs.  Mann  &  Wilson  are  to  be  congrat- 
ulated. These  g^jntlemen  have  given  up  the 
agency  of  the  Girard.  Teutouia.  Agricultural 
and  St.  Paul,  but  still  retain  the  agency  of 
the  Hartford  Steam  Boiler.  Metropolitan 
Plate  Glass.  La  Ponciere  Marine  and  L'Uni- 
verso  Marine  insurance  companies,  and  the 
marine  department  of  the  St.  Paul. 

The  Lancashire  has  re-insured  the  Coast 
business  of  the  Agricultural  and  Teutonia. 
from  June  ist.  The  Girard  will  carry  its  bus- 
iness to  termination,  and  Mann  &  Wilson  will 
care  for  its  losses  and  old  business  until  its 
Pacific  Coast  policies  expire.  The  St.  Paul 
goes  to  Major  Christensen.  as  noted  elsewhere. 
This  change  leaves  the  firm  of  Maun  &  Wilson, 
as  salaried  managers,  free  to  give  their  entire 
fire  business  and  services  to  the  Lancashire. 
The  average  annual  fire  premium  of  the  agency 
is  some  .*275,ooo.  and  the  average  loss  ratio  is 
extraordinarily  low. 

The  Lancashire  has  *i. 366.930  cash  capital. 
It  has  $2,300,000  invested  in  the  United  States. 
Of  this  sum.  -^veo.ooo  is  surplus.  The  company 
is  forty-three  years  old. 


We  are  Justly  Punished. 
We  •'  scissored  "  from  a  New  York  contem- 
porary a  "puff"  of  the  famous  ball  nozzle,  and 
added  a  few  words  to  it.  Minihilc  tUctu:  the 
editor  of  the  Baltimore  Underwriter  read  it. 
and  read  it  critically.  Witness:  "In  an  edi- 
torial paragraph  on  the  Ball  Nozzle  [the  editor 
i'.if  ein  Dci(lsc)icr,  hence  capital  letters)  we  note 
this  extraordinary  blunder:  The  phenomena 
is  new.  and  no  explanation  of  it  has  yet  been 
found."'  Now.  the  editor  of  the  C.  R.  does  not 
read  reprints,  and  so  he  stands  acquitted: 
but  how  happened  Dr.  Bombaugh  to  read  the 
puff;  We  can  account  for  this  phenomenon 
only  by  assuming  that   the   Insurance of 


New  York  copied  the  ball  nozzle  ad.  from  the 
Baltimore  Underwriter,  blunder  and  all,  and 
that  poor,  shamed-faced  Dr.  Baumbach  has 
been  searching  the  insurance  press  for  its  re- 
production. We  are  sorry  to  see  the  good 
doctor  competing  with  Judge  Davis  as  a 
scavenger  of  the  language.  If  he  had  looked 
over  previous  numbers  of  the  Coast  Review 
he  could  have  smelled  out  more  rank  offenses. 
We  are  justly  punished  for  clipping  anything 
without  credit,  even  though  an  advertise- 
ment. But  had  our  Baltimore  contemporary 
his  lor  its)  deserts  he  (or  it)  would  have  been 
in  the  pillory  for  the  theft  of  a  careful  digest 
of  a  foreign  marine  decision,  from  the  Coast 
Review. 

The  Fire  Insurance  Situation. 

But  little  change  has  taken  place  in  the  local 
fire  underwriting  situation  since  the  last  issue 
of  the  Coast  Review.  The  Board  of  Fire  Un- 
derwriters is  still  intact,  the  majority  of  the 
members  being  in  favor  of  maintaining  the 
organization.  Expenses  have  been  cut  down 
until  they  are  now  only  nominal.  The  "  war  " 
continues  somewhat  desultorily,  but  the  local 
boards  have  succeeded  in  securing  a  sort  of 
truce  as  regards  manj-  localities.  The  Sacra- 
mento board  deserves  special  mention  and  ap- 
proval. The  bait  of  a  small  rebate  enabled 
the  Sacramento  locals  to  hold  their  business — 
without  rewriting — with  a  non-cancellation 
clause,  thus  leaving  no  material  for  a  scrapping 
match. 

From  the  Northwest  there  are  good  tidings. 
The  locals  have  been  rendering  staunch  serv- 
ice. Indeed,  the  locals  generally  have  been 
displaj'ing  a  more  conservative  spirit  than  the 
managers,  or  at  least  than  some  managers,  in 
this  little  controver.sy.  Perhaps  the  tempta- 
tion to  throw  down  the  gauntlet  is  not  so 
great,  because  in  their  narrower  field  they 
have  more  to  lose,  relatively. 

But  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  this  cruel 
war  is  not  over,  and  the  near  future  may  have 
in  store  for  Coast  fire  underwriting  more 
trouble.  The  present  condition  of  things  car- 
ries with  it  the  gravest  possibilities. 

The  Coast  Review  repeats  its  suggestion  of 
last  month,  namely,  that  four  Coast  and  Moun- 
tain associations  be  organized,  with  a  super- 
visory board  i  u  San  Francisco.  This  suggestion 
of  a  plan  for  reorganization  we  venture  to  re- 
peat because  meantime  no  other  plan  has  beep 
offered,  and  the  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters 
has  shown  itself  no  stronger  nor  better  alile  to 
suppress  the  '■  insurrection  "  or  harmonize  the 
antagonists. 
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Let  the  underwriters  of  San  Franeiseo  get 
together  and  endeavor  to  organize  an  associa- 
tion for  California,  Nevada  and  Arizona.  The 
Coast  Review  nominates  as  a  committee  for 
the  preliminary  work  the  following  represent- 
ative underwriters:  Geo.  C.  Boardman,  Ed- 
ward Brown,  J.  W.  G.  Cofran,  W.  J.  Calling- 
ham,  B.  Faymonville,  Chas.  D.  Haven,  Wm.  J. 
Landers,  C.  F.  MuUins,  Geo.  W.  Spencer,  and 

A.  E.  Magill.  These  gentlemen  represent 
local.  Eastern  and  foreign  companies,  and  both 
board  and  non-boai'd  companies.  This  or  some 
other  committee  should  take  the  matter  in 
hand  and  endeavor  to  stop  the  further  slaugh- 
ter of  a  heretofore  good  paying  business. 

As  we  go  to  press  the  board  and  non-board 
companies,  and  their  Coast  premiums  for  last 
year,  are  as  follows : 

Board  Companies. 

B.  F.iymonvii,IjE— Fireman's  Fund,  Rhode 
Island  Underwriters,    Ins.   Co.  of  State 

of  Penn..  Union.  Phila.  Premiums  1S94  $693.21; 
Chas.    A.    L.4T0N— Palatine.      Premiums 

iSjl Soj.oyJ 

Wm.  MACDON.ii.u— London  &  Lanca.sWre. 

Premiums  1844     424,831 

Wm.  J.  Landers— Sun  Fire  ORlfe,  Lion. 

Imperial.    Premiums  1891 406,230 

Bai.b-dur,  Guthrie  &  Co.— Manchester, 
Caledonian.  American.  N.  J.  Premiums 
1894     402.918 

Chas.  D.  Haven— LiveiTJOol  &  London  & 
Globe.    Premiums  18^4      39'>.i-9 

KoBT.  Dickson— Royal  Exchange,  Queen, 
Connecticut.    Premiums  18^4     366.378 

Bblden  &  CoFRAN— Hartford.    Premiums 

1891 330.757 

RoLLA  V.  Watt— Royal,  Norwich  Union. 
Premiums  i.Sgi 303.024 

W.    J.    Cai.i.ingham  —  Scottish    Union, 

•    Orient.    Premiums  1894     275.681 

Geo.  C.  Boardman  —  jEtna.  Premiums 
1894 265,312 

Stephen  D.  Ives— Home  Mutual.  Prem- 
iums 1S91 256,628 

Geo.  D.  Dornin  —  National,  Hartford. 
Premiums  iSgi 247,450 

Tom  C.  Grant— North  British  &  Mercan- 
tile, Greenwich.    Premiums  1S94     ....     241,804 

Rudolph  Hehold,  Jr.— Hamburg-Bremen, 
Niagara.    Premiums  1894     232,497 

Mann  &  Wilson— Lancashire,  St.  Paul, 
Teutonia,  Girard,  Agricultural.  Prem- 
iums iSgj 231,989 

Geo.  H.  Tyson— German- American.  Prem- 
iums 1894 231.421 

Bdtler  &  Haldan  —  Phoenix,  London, 
Providence-Washington.    Premiums  1S91     224,653 


Geo.  F.  Grant— London  Assurance,  North- 
ern Assurance.    Premiums  1S91 177.8  9 

Frank    J.    Devlin  —  Atlas    Assurance. 

Premiums  1S94 171,631 

N.    T.    James— Alliance.    Loudon.    Prcm-  • 

iums  1891 160,613 

H.  M.  Grant— Western  Assurance.  Brit- 
ish America.  American,  N.  Y.  Prem- 
iums 1894 1.59.455 

Cesar  Bertheau  —  Hanover,  Germania, 
United  Firemens,  Firemen's,  Baltimore. 
Premiums  iSgt 152,201 

James  d.  Bailey- Ins.  Co.  North  America. 
Premiums  1894 148,900 

V'oss,  Conrad  &  Co.— Aachen  &  Munich, 
Traders,  Glens  Falls.    Premiums   1891    .      144.837 

FHANZjACOBY-Prussian National.  Prem- 
iums 1894 142,969 

Chas.  Chri.stenses  —  American  Central, 
Delaware,  Pacific,  N.  Y.    Premiums  1894     131,177 

C.\tton,  Bell  &  Co.  —  Union,  London. 
Premiums  1891 130.416 

Walter  Spey  eh— North  German.    Prem-  ' 
iums  1891 122.2,50 

H.  W.  Syz— Helvetia  Swiss,  Baloise  Fire. 
Premiums  1891 119.370 

GUTTE&  Frank— Magdeburg. Fire.  Prem- 
iums 1.S91 118,013 

Tdlul  Ilnaril  ('(Kixt  Preniiiiiiis  IstH $8,172,286 

Non>Board  Companies. 

Brown,  Ckaiu  &  Co.  — Phenix,  Brooklyn. 
American,  Phila.,  Pennsylvania,  Svea. 
Premiums  1894  $511,377 

A.  E.  MagilIj — Home  &  Phrenix.  Prem- 
iums 1894 371,447 

C.  F.  MULLINS— Commercial  Union.  Prem- 
iums 1S94 319.372 

W.  S.  DuVal— Continental.    Premiums  1894    231,168 

W.  H.  Friend— Sun,  S.  F..  Merchants,  N. 
J.    Premiums  1894 i79>395 

V.  C.  Driffield— Transatlantic.  Prem- 
iums 1894 124. S20 

Hugh   Craig— New    Zealand.    Premiums 

1894 113-734 

D.  A.  Spencer— Westchester.    Premiums 

1S94 102,521 

A    G.  DUGAN— Springfield.    Premiums  1894       97.029 

J.  M.  Beck  —  Fire  Association.  Prem- 
iums 189}     90,  u  6 

Ed.  E.  Potter— Franklin.  Williamsburg 
City.    Premiums  1894 86.490 

L.  L.  Bromwell— Milwaukee  Mechanics. 
Premiums  1894 63.529 

Okell,  Donnell  &  Co.— Patriotic.  Prem- 
iums 189  J     61.376 
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Geo.  W.  Tcknek— Northwestern  National. 

Premiums  1S91     65'956 

Geo.   Mel— Broadway.  N.    Y.    Premiums 

1891     ...        16,943 

Total  Xon-lloaril  CoiiAt  Prfiniimut  is:t4     .   .  $2,435,263 

Casualty  Insurance. 

Ill  the  May  iiumbsr  of  a  San  Praucisro  cou- 
temporarv  appears  an  "elaborate"  article 
headed  '■  United  Slates  Business  iif  Cannnltn 
I'limpniiieg."  With  all  due  respect  to  the 
editor  of  our  contemporary  we  submit  that  in 
justice  to  the  twocompanies  "puffed''  by  said 
article  the  head-lines  should  have  read  some- 
thing like  the  following : 

'^  An  e.Fhaustii'e  review  of  the  sttindintj  nf  all 
ensualti/  enmijanies  doitta  husiness  nn  the  Pttcijie 
t'oast,  with  figures  sti  twisted  nnd  maniiiuldted  eis 
tfi  show  that  the  Londnii  Guarantee  and  Union 
Casualty  nf  St.  Lnuis.  nntwithstatidinn  the  faet 
that  one  nf  them  is  the  weakest  eaniijany  dninu 
Inusincss  in  this  field,  are  really  the  nnlu  ettmpan- 
les  nn  earth." 

Yes,  Mr.  Editor,  we  are  quite  sure  that  any 
unbiased  mind  would,  after  carefully  perusing 
the  article  refeiTed  to,  agree  with  us  that  the 
lines  suggested  would  have  been  more  appro- 
priate than  those  used  by  you. 

The  St.  Paul. 

President  Bigeluw  visited  this  city  this 
month  and  placed  the  St.  Paul  general  agency 
with  Major  Chas.  Christensen.  The  St.  Paul 
reinsures  all  the  Coast  business  of  the  Dela- 
wai'e,  to  take  effect  the  15th  inst.  The 
Delaware,  heretofore  i-epresented  by  Mr. 
Christensen,  retires  from  this  field.  The  ter- 
ritory of  the  St.  Paul  will  be  the  same  as  that 
of  the  American  Central  under  Mr.  Christen- 
seu"s  management.  Heretofore  the  Pacific 
Northwest  has  been  under  direct  supervision 
of  the  home  office  of  the  St.  Paul.  The  com- 
pany will  at  once  make  the  required  deposit 
in  Oregon. 

The  St.  Paul,  with  that  progressive,  staunch 
company,  the  American  Central  of  St.  Louis, 
will  give  Major  Christensen  a  strong  team. 
The  St.  Paul  has  over  §2,000,000  assets  and  a 
net  surplus  of  over  half  a  million.  The  Amer- 
ican Central  has  assets  of  nearly  a  million  and 
three-quarters,  and  a  quarter  of  a  million  net 
surplus.  Mr.  Christensen  also  represents  the 
Pacific  Fire  of  New  York,  and  Lloyds  Plate 
Glass. 

The  marine  department  of  the  St.  Paul  will 
remain  with  Mann  &  Wilson. 


Keep  at  It. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Boston  Life  Under- 
writers,  as   we  see  in   the  .Standard,   a  Mr. 
Keep  referred  to    "Twisting   in    Life    Insur- 
ance" as  follows:     I  asked  the  gentleman  who 
invited  me  to  say  a  few  words  upon  this  theme 
what  particular  sort   of   "twisting"    it   was 
that  the  committee  had  in  mind,    "twisting" 
from  one  company  to  another,  or   "twisting" 
in  one's  own  company  in  order  to  make   an  ad- 
ditional commission?    He  replied  that  it   was 
undoubtedly    the    former.     Therefore,    I   will 
speak  on  that  one  only,  but  in  passing  wish  to 
say    I    believe    both    to   be   vicious.     One    of 
Webster's     definitions     of     "twist"     is     to 
"wind    in."    "to   insinuate.''     "Insinuate;" 
"Twist;"      Twist   what;      A  life    insurance 
jwlicy ;    And  what  is  that ;    It  is  a  contract 
which,  if  issued  by  a  reputable  and  sound  com- 
pany and  the  premium  sustained  thereon,  will 
convey  to  the  poor  man  an  estate  and  to  the 
rich  man  a  safeguard.     A  contract  which  in  its 
beneficent  results,  and  taking  into  considera- 
tion its  small  cost,  is  unequalled  by  any  other 
ever  issued  by  man.    This  is  the  grand  vantage 
ground   of   the   a,ffent.     Now,   this    insurance 
policy  is  carefully  laid  away  with  other  valu- 
able papers.     The  possession  of  it  has  given 
the  owner  greater  comfort  through  the   day 
and  sweeter  sleep  at  night.     He  hadconfideuce 
in  it  when  he  bought  it :  he  believes  in  it  now ; 
but  somebody  wants   to   make   some   money ; 
somebod.v  is  itching  to   "twist"   that  policy. 
An  attack  is  at  once  made  either  upon  the  con- 
tract itself  or  upon   the  company   that  issued 
it.     The  chances  are  that  in  almost  every  case 
false  statements  are  made  and  wrong  impres- 
sions given.     There  was  no  more  good  reason 
or  sense  of  honor  in  this  wicked  attempt  than 
there  would  be  to  endeavor  to  wreck  the  house 
which  covers  the  heads  of  the  father  and  his 
family,  or  to  try  to  undermine  that  good  name 
which  is  the  pride  of  the  home  circle.     The 
nearest  approach  to  an  evil  doing  of  this  char- 
acter is  the  damage  not  only  to  the  one  who 
perpetrates  it,  but  in  a  still  greater  and  more 
important  sense  to  the  great  cause  which  he 
represents.     A  leading   bank   president   once 
said,   in  addressing  a  body  of  life  insurance 
men— "Gentlemen :  Your  companies  are  fast 
becoming  the  guardians  of  the  greatest  trust 
fund  in  the  world.     So  conduct  your  business 
that  the  confidence   thus  placed  will  not   be- 
come marred  by  any  act  of  yours,"     I  believe 
that  standard  to  be  the  true  one,  and  that  it 
should  never  be  lowered.     We  do  lower  that 
standard,  gentlemen,  when  we  attempt  the 
"twisting"  of  ixjlicies.     We  do  weaken  confi- 
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deuce  for  the  sake  of  ii  ■•record"  false  state- 
ments are  made,  or,  from  the  promptings  of 
avarice,  we  hoist  danger  signals  when  no 
danger  exists.  ^ 

The  Transatlantic. 

The  Transatlantic  Fire  Insurance  Co.  of 
Hamburg,  Germany,  presents  the  following- 
figures  in  its  annual  statement :  Assets, 
*i, 541, 873;  net  sui'plus,  $318,873;  surplus  as  re- 
gards policyholders.  $618,873;  premiums,  $,568.- 
716;  Pacific  Coast  premiums.  Si  24,820.  Some 
time  ago  the  Transatlantic  established  a  de- 
partment in  this  field.  The  Coast  business 
has  ver.v  largely  increased  since.  V.  Cams 
Driffield,  formerlj'  a  well-known  special  agent, 
is  now  the  Pacific  Coast  manager  of  the  Trans- 
atlantic. The  condition  of  the  company  is  first- 
class.  It  has  the  handsome  net  surplus  of 
§318,873,  which  is  a  gain  of  4(36,000  during  the 
year.  The  United  States  branch  makes  a 
good  showing  of  resources.  The  company  has 
^24,329  invested  in  this  country,  and  •^320,383, 
or  over  half,  is  surplus  in  excess  of  all  liabil- 
ities. 


list  fails  to  disclose  the  name  of  a  man  whose 
occupation  is  "husband."  Marriage  is  cer- 
tainly on  the  decrease. 


London  and  Lancashire  Fire. 
The  report  for  1894  of  the  London  and  Lan- 
cashire Fire  Insurance  Company  must  be  re- 
garded as  thoroughl3'  satisfactory,  the  revenue 
account  showing  a  credit  balance  of  4'g4.979  as 
compared  with  balances  of  £26,453  foi'  1^92.  ind 
.£1,764  for  1893.  This  pleasing  result,  too,  is 
achieved  with  a  further  reduction  of  about 
£20,000  in  the  premium  income,  thus  showing 
a  continuance  of  that  policy  of  revision  which 
the  disastrous  experiences  of  1892  and  1893 
rendered  highly  necessary.  The  loss  ratio  for 
the  twelve  months  came  out  at  57.8  per  cent., 
as  against  67.1  per  cent,  in  1893,  and  71.3  per 
.cent,  in  1892.  The  trading  account  for  last 
year  shows  a  surplus  of  £65,256,  making  with 
interest  receipts  of  £29,723,  a  total  pi'oflt  for 
the  year  of  £94,979.  The  dividend  of  20  per 
cent,  has  been  maintained,  and  this  absorbs 
£42,550,  leaving  £52,429  to  be  added  to  the 
funds.  After  allowing  for  the  dividend,  the 
funds  at  the  end  of  the  year,  exclusive  of 
paid-up  capital,  reached  $700,200.  The  report 
on  the  whole  is  a  splendid  testimony  to  the 
skillful  way  in  which  the  affairs  of  the  com- 
pany are  managed,  and  is  full  of  promise  for 
the  future. — Insurance  Journal,  London. 


Ix  a  list  of  death  claims  paid  by  a  leading 
life  office,  and  printed  in  its  paper,  there 
appears  the  name  of  a  woman  whose  occupation 
is  given  as  "wife.'"     Careful  readin.g  of  the 


Chips. 

—A  convention  of  agents  in  Utah  is  announi-ed 
for  June  15. 

—A  False  Alarms  of  Fire  Act  is  before  the 
British  parliament.  The  proposed  penalty  is 
a  fine  not  exceeding  *ioo. 

— A  passenger  on  the  ill-fated  Colima  was  in- 
"  sured  in  the  Pacific  Mutual  for  $15,000.     But 
he  stopped  at  one  of  the  way  ports. 

—The  Pacific  Mutual  peojile  express  them- 
selves as  highly  pleased  with  the  results  of 
their  new  industrial  department. 

—The  Insurance  Post  of  June  i  contains  fine 
portraits  of  President  Stevens  of  the  New 
England  Mutual  and  Manager  Litchfield  of 
the  Lancashire. 

—The  Handy  Guide  to  Premium  Kates,  Ap- 
plications and  Policies,  fourth  edition,  has 
been  received.  Published  by  the  Spectator 
Company.  Price,  bound  i-n  flexible  leather 
cover,  $2.00.  A  very  complete  work  of  over 
400  pages.  Policy  forms,  rates,  surrender 
values,  etc. 

— Two  sons  of  Charles  Gushing,  formerly  sec- 
retary of  the  old  State  Investment,  were  on 
board  the  steamship  Colima  when  she  capsized. 
One  of  the  sons,  Chas.  Cushing  Jr.,  was  saved. 
The  other  son  has  not  since  been  heard  from, 
and  was  probably  one  of  the  187  souls  who  went 
down  with  the  ship. 

—The  Spokane  local  board  sent  a  committee  to 
San  Francisco,  last  month,  to  arrange  with  the 
managers  for  co-operation  and  protection.  The 
committee  —  Geo.  H.  Muuson  of  Alonzo  M. 
Murphy  &  Co.,  M.  Openheimer  (president), 
and  J.  C.  H.  Keynolds  (secretary) — were  suc- 
cessful. All  of  the  general  agents  have  agreed 
to  protect  the  Spokane  local  agents  by  writing 
no  business  over  their  heads. 

— At  the  recent  conference  of  liability  under- 
writers, in  the  East,  Messrs.  Endicott  of  the 
Employers'  Liability,  Seward  of  the  Fidelity 
&  Casualty,  and  Batterson  of  the  Travelers, 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a 
standard  policy  and  to  provide  for  a  compila- 
tion of  statistics  of  experience.  Something  of 
this  kind  is  very  much  needed  for  the  guidance 
of  all,  and  the  restraint  of  companies  like  the 
Union  Casualty. 
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—General  Accent  Clarence  M.  Smith,  of  the 
Northwestern  Mutual  Life,  reports  business 
in  this  field  ahead  of  same  time  last  year. 

— A  Salt  Lake  con-espondent  calls  attention 
to  an  error  of  the  Coast  Review  in  regard  to 
the  Utah  business.  There  has  been  no  consid- 
erable increase  in  premiums  in  Utah. 

— Gilroy  takes  advantage  of  the  insurance  war 
by  proposing  a  ten-dollar  license  on  every 
insurance  company.  "Our  fire  department 
must  be  supported,"  says  the  local  paper. 

—Rudolph  Herold,  Jr.,  visited  New  Yoi-k  the 
early  part  of  this  month.  It  is  believed  that 
the  Niagara  will  reconsider  its  action  and 
resume  writing  in  this  field  at  an  early  date. 

— Chas.  A.  Page,  representing  the  Fire  Asso- 
ciation, Scottish  Union  and  other  leading  com- 
panies at  Santa  Rosa,  Cal..  called  at  the  Coast 
Review  office  last  month  and  gave  us  a  graphic 
account  of  ■■the  fight"  in  his  little  city— a 
Page  account,  as  it  were. 

—Mr.  Mansfield,  superintendent  of  agencies 
for  the  Milwaukee  Mechanics,  who  has  been 
in  California  for  the  last  eight  weeks,  re- 
mained much  longer  than  he  anticipated  ;  but 
he  has  been  able  to  learn  a  good  deal  about 
business  in  this  field,  and  also  to  make  a  good 
niaii.v  friends,  during  his  visit. 

— Couuty  and  town  (corporate)  business  in 
California  continues  to  be  written  at  from  75 
to  85  per  cent,  of  board  rates.  This  may  be  a 
good  preliminarv  advertisement  for  the  in- 
surer, but  the  next  board  of  countv  or  town 
trustees  will  jdace  the  insurance,  on  expira- 
tion, with  their  political  friends,  regardless  of 
"obligations"  to  the  insurer  who  wrote  at 
such  ver.v  low  rates.  One  California  county 
now  pa.vs  *i62  for  an  insurance  of  S36.000  for 
three  years,  on  property  which  previouslv  paid 
^1,080  premium,  a  saving  of  Sqi8. 

— Our  Little  Polks"  Department. — The  season 
for  grate  fires  is  over.  The  season  for  great 
fires,  however,  is  just  opening  on  the  Coast. 
Here,  dry  summer  brings  extraordinar.v  fire 
hazai'ds;  in  the  East,  it  is  in  winter  that  the 
fire  losses  increase.  Children  show  a  puz- 
zling statement  like  the  following :  If  the  B 
empt.v,  put  ;  If  the  B  .  putting  :  The  Cali- 
fornia hazard  may  be  set  forth  briefly  thus : 
If  the  B  m  t  fires  will  be  many,  but  if  the  B  . 
worrj'ing  about  fire  losses,  for  it  is  in  the 
rainy  season  when  the  grates  are  full  that 
fires  are  few  and  fire  underwriters  are  .grate- 
ful.—New  Office  Boy. 


— Alonzo  W.  Damon,  president  of  the  Spring- 
field Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Co.,  is  visiting 
California. 

—General  Agent  Flemming  of  the  Fidelity 
Mutual  Life  Association  of  Philadelphia  died 
after  a  week's  illness  last  month.  He  came 
to  San  Francisco  from  Chicago. 

— We  feel  sure,  from  assurances  of  well-in- 
formed persons,  that  the  Coast  Review  did  an 
injustice  to  Cavender  &  Fowler  of  Tacoma,  b.v 
giving  circulation  to  an  unfounded  rumor  of 
their  insolvency.  We  find,  on  inquiry,  that 
the.v  have  discharged  their  obligations  in  San 
Francisco.  In  these  times  the  strongest  firms 
may  be  the  subject  of  .groundless  rumors 
touching  their  solvency.  We  regret  having 
been  the  medium  of  spreading  a  reix)rt  which 
was  without  foundation. 

—The  United  States  Casualty  Company  of 
New  York,  a  new  stock  entei-prise,  reinsui'ed 
the  members  of  the  United  States  Mutual 
Accident.  The  new  eompanv  has  ^.-joo.ooo  cash 
capital,  and  .*i5o,ooo  cash  surplus,  ^250,000  of 
which  is  deposited  with  the  insurance  depart- 
ment of  New  York.  Ex-Sec.  of  Navy  Tracv  is 
president,  Chas.  B.  Peet  is  vice-president, 
ex-Sec.  of  Treasurv  Fairchild  is  treasurer. 
Mr.  Peet  was  president  of  the  late  lamented 
United  States  Mutual  Accident. 

— The  Aachen  i.fe  Munich  has  made  a  United 
States  deposit  of  ^^soo.ooo  in  New  York,  >^20o.ooo 
of  which  is  made  with  the  insurance  commis- 
sioner, and  *3oo,ooo  with  American  trustees. 
The  company  has  also  made  a  deposit  of  5^50,000 
in  Oregon.  Mr.  Voss  is  now  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest,  where  he  will  establish  agencies 
for  the  compan.v.  For  the  present  the  business 
of  the  Aachen  &  Munich  will  be  confined  to 
the  Pacific  states  and  territories,  except  New- 
York  city,  where  Weed  &  Kennedy,  the  com- 
pany's correspondents,  will  do  a  limited  metro- 
jwlitan  business. 

— A  correspondent  calls  oBr  attention  to  the 
differences  between  the  Spectator  and  Coast 
Review  totals  of  Oregon  and  other  state  busi- 
ness. Need  we  add  that  our  figures  are  right 
and  the  Spectator's  wrong  '.  Our  New  York 
contemporar.y  has  printed  the  Oregon  yriixx 
figures,  and  it  will  gladly  cori-ect  its  corre- 
spondent's figures.  Sixt.v-seven  companies 
report  their  Washington  figures  to  us,  and 
only  forty-two  to  the  Spectator,  and  there  is 
therefore  another  difference  in  the  totals. 
The  most  nearly  correct  Coast  figures  are 
undoubtedly  the  Coast  Review's. 
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— Pireraen  and  tire  commissioners  are  "after 
tiie  ball"  nozzle. 

—Short  Rate  Tables  in  the  Coast  Review  In- 
surance Chart  for  1895. 

—We  find  on  our  table  a  neatly  bound  volume 
of  Rambling  Notes,  Brown,  Crais  &  Co's 
agency  paper.  It  is  a  very  readable  monthly 
letter  to  agents,  and  is  a  credit  to  R.  W.  Os- 
born  and  to  the  agency.  But  why  not  call  it 
Brown,  Craig  &  Co's  Notes '. 

— Judge  Greene  of  Oakland,  Cat.,  held  that 
the  rubber-stamp  non-cancellation  clause  is- 
valid,  and  the  insured  can  not  surrender  the 
policy.  The  policy,  of  course,  contains  a  can- 
cellation clause  in  the  printed  form.  Itappears 
that  this  decision  will  not  be  appealed  from, 
tjie  insurer,  the  Home,  having  won. 

— The  Fireman's  Fund  dividends  for  a  number 
of  .years  have  been  paid  out  of .  the  interest 
earned  by  its  capital  and  .surplus  funds  in- 
vested. The  interest  receipts  in  1894  were 
?i48,ooo,  of  which  $120,000  was  paid  to  stock- 
holders in  dividends,  and  the  balance  carried 
to  surplus  for  the  benefit  of  the  assured. 

— Here  is  a  suggestion  to  the  life  insurance 
cartoonist :  Picture  a  Hercules  drawing  a 
business  man  out  of  a  deep  hole.  That  is 
what  life  insurance  has  been  doing  these  hard 
times.  Many  a  man  has  borrowed,  on  the 
security  of  his  policy,  enough  money  to  pull 
him  out  of  a  "financial  hole"  and  make  him 
finimcially  whole.  Some  business  men  offered 
life  insurance  as  security,  and  when  they  ap- 
plied for  the  insurance  found  themselves  un- 
insurable. 

— The  court  of  appeals  of  the  state  of  Colorado 
has  reversed  the  decision  of  the  lower  court, 
which  imposed  a  fine  of  §500  upon  W.  B. 
French,  an  independent  adjuster,  for  partici- 
pating in  the  adjustment  of  the  Colorado  Mill- 
ing Company's  loss  of  1893,  for  a  company  not 
authorized  to  do  bu.siness  in  that  state.  In 
his  closing  remarks  the  judge  said:  "I  can 
see  no  good  legal  reason  why  an  insurance 
company  owing  a  debt  to  a  citizen,  should  be 
any  more  restricted  in  its  right  to  send  an 
agent  to  ascertain  the  amount,  preparatory  to 
payment,  than  any  other  debtor;  any  con- 
struction of  the  statute  that  would  have  that 
eifect  would  violate  public  policy  and  funda- 
mental law,  and  be  void.  I  do  not  believe  the 
construction  put  upon  the  statute  in  this  ease 
was  within  either  intention  or  spirit  of  the 
act,  and  the  conviction  cannot  be  sustained." 
— Standard, 


— Various  local  papers  in  Californa,  inspired 
by  local  insm-ance  agents,  print  warnings 
against  cut-rate  companies.  In  the  present 
scramble,  however,  with  the  contestants 
decidedly  mixed,  this  sort  of  advertising  may 
be  a  two-edged  sword. 

— The  Weekly  Underwriter  says  the  defalca- 
tion of  Charles  M.  Comstock.  formerlv  local 
manager  of  the  Fidelity  Mutual  assessmeuter, 
created  a  sensation  in  San  Fi'ancisco.  Our 
contemporary  errs.  The  sensation  was  in 
Philadelphia,  in  the  office  of  the  coucern. 

—The  Chronicle,  New  York.  May  23,  contained 
a  full-page  cartoon  entitled  "The  Situation 
on  the  Pacific  Coast — Anything  But  Pacific!" 
Everybody  in  the  picture  is  laying  about  with 
a  club  or  lying  about  without  a  club.  The 
Monitor  for  May  had  an  illustration  of  "The 
Situation  in  California."  Two  nanny-goats 
meet  on  a  board  spanning  a  chasm:  Neither 
gives  way— that  is  to  say,  neither  will  back 
out— and  the  board  is  breaking. 

— A  Thrifty  Local. — From  an  interior  town  a 
local  agent  wrote  to  his  principal  in  San  Fran- 
cisco :  "We  have  lost  Undertaker  Jones"  .risk. 
Mr.  Blankson  (the  agent  of  another  company) 
solicited  the  risk  and  got  it.  His  wife  is  in 
the  last  stages  of  consumption,  and  he  told  the 
undertaker  that  he  would  buy  a  coflin  from 
him  for  his  wife,  in  consideration  of  the  in- 
surance. As  I  did  not  need  a  coflin  I  did  not 
compete  for  this  undertaker's  risk." 

— Verdict  Against  Railroad. —Sparks  from  a 
locomotive  of  the  S.  F.  &  N.  P.  R.  R.  set  fire 
to  a  fruit  dryer  in  Sonoma  county,  Cal.  The 
insurer,  the  National  Fire  of  Hartford,  sued 
the  railroad  company,  in  conjunction  with  the 
insured,  and  got  judgment  for  $500.  This 
amount  being  unsatisfactory  to  the  plaintiils, 
a  new  trial  was  granted.  At  the  second 
trial,  in  the  superior  court  in  San  Francisco,  a 
verdict  of  •*2,noo  against  the  defendant  was 
rendered. 

— Union  Assurance  Society. —A  wonderful  ex- 
pansion was  made  last  year  in  the  business  of 
this  society  in  both  departments,  and  causes 
one  to  pause  and  "wonder  how  it's  done." 
New  business,  .£1,157,462:  premium  Income, 
i'272,798,  being  an  increase  of  over  iiS.ooo. 
"These  figures  show  what  an  old  office  like 
the  Union  can  do  when  it  determines  on  an 
active  policy.  The  society  is  enormously 
wealthy  in  proportion  to  its  size." — Insurance 
Observer.  The  Union  is  represented  in  this 
field  by  Catton,  Bell  &  Co. 
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— Levy  &  Jerusalem  are  insurance  ajrents  in 
Visalia,  Calif. 

—  Sydney.  N.  S.  W.,  is  nearly  as  larg'e  as  San 
PraiR'isco.  but  only  forty  fire  offices  compete 
for  its  business. 

— According  to  a  Spectator  compilation,  of 
three  American  fire  companies  making  the 
largest  gains  (profits)  in  the  last  ten  year.s, 
the  Fireman's  Fund  is  one. 

— The  ball  nozzle— have  you  seen  iti  Step 
into  the  branch  house  at  235  Sutter  street  and 
look  at  it.  Public  and  private  fire  protection 
apparatus  should  be  equipped  with  it.  Be- 
sides, you  may  want  one  of  the  ball  nozzles 
for  lawn  sprinklers. 

— Last  month,  reviewing  the  annual  state- 
ment of  the  Continental,  we  referred  to  the 
gains  as  announced  in  the  "hanging  head"  — 
the  sub-title  to  the  main  title  of  the  article. 
Manager  DuVal  disclaims  any  "hanging 
head.''     Enough  said. 

— An  anonymous  circular,  making  a  plea  for 
non-intercourse,  was  delivered  by  the  San 
Francisco  letter-carriers  last  week,  post- 
marked S.  F.  At  the  bottom  was  a  request 
to  "reprint,  and  distribute  where  it  will  do 
good."  Our  Coast  readers  have  probabl.v  re- 
ceived a  copy  of  this  circular,  which  seems  to 
have  been  designed  for  circulation  in  the  East 
as  well  as  on  the  Coast. 

r— The  Indicator  Life  Chart  is  the  first  to 
appear  this  year.  It  contains  128  pages,  and 
gives  two  pages  to  each  company,  and  five 
years'  figures,  and  totals  as  well.  This  seems 
to  us  to  be  about  the  best  life  chart  printed. 
Price,  50  cents;  F.  H.  Leavenworth  Pub.  Co., 
Detroit,  Mich.  This  is  a  little  coal  of  fire 
which  we  place  on  the  Indicator's  head  for 
printing  without  credit  "What  Life  Insur- 
ance Does,"  as  originally  printed  in  the  Jan- 
uary Coast  Review,  1894. 

— A  more  hopeful  feeling  prevails  among  San 
Francisco  business  men.  We  are  to  have  a 
new  railroad  into  the  San  Joaquin  valley. 
That  much  seems  settled.  There  is  a  Half 
Million  Club,  whose  avowed  object  is  to  hasten 
the  time  when  San  Francisco's  population  shall 
exceed  five  hundred  thousand.  Fruit  and 
grain  prospects  are  fine  throughout  the  Coast. 
Mining  interests  have  an  improved  outlook. 
Altogether,  commercial  and  agricultural  affairs 
are  in  better  shape  and  with  better  prospects 
than  a  year  ago.  Pity  the  same  can  not  be 
trulv  said  of  fire  insurance  affairs. 


— The  ball-nozzle,  attached  to  stand-pipes, 
affords  ideal  protection  for  lumber-yards. 

— Wm.  H.  F'l'iend  has  resigned  the  agency  of 
the  Merchants  of  Newark. 

— The  Coast  Review  is  now  prepared  to  re- 
print articles  and  tables  from  its  pages,  at  a 
moderate  charge  per  100  or  1,000. 

— The  Lancashire  Ins.  Co.,  represented  by 
Maun  &  Wilson,  added  .?2so,ooo  to  its  reserve 
funds  out  of  the  profits  on  last  year's  busi- 
ness. 

— A  number  of  companies  making  an  extra- 
ordinarily flue  showing  ordered  an  extraordi- 
nary number  of  Coast  Review  Charts  this 
year. 

— The  article  in  a  local  contemporai-y  entitled 
"United  States  Business  of  Casualty  Com- 
panies" should  have  been  headed  "The  Lou- 
don Guarantee  Ins.  Co." 

— Minnesota  has  an  auti-rebate  law.  under 
which  both  company  and  agent  are  liable  to  a 
fine  for  granting  a  rebate.  The  insurance 
commissioner  must  prosecute. 

— San  Francisco  premiums  for  the  first  quar- 
ter of  this  year  were  ^533,735,  as  reported  to 
the  Are  patrol.  This  is  a  decline  of  $31,000  as 
compared  with  first  quarter  of  last  year. 

— The  Northern  Assurance  Company  issues  a 
handsome  illustrated  account  of  Aberdeen, 
Scotland.  Of  the  many  illustrations  we  men- 
tion :  The  Bridge  of  Dee,  a  bridge  of  seven 
stone  arches,  built  early  in  the  sixteenth 
century.  The  Wallace  and  Scott  statues. 
St.  Machar's  Cathedral,  erected  in  1424,  and 
partly  demolished  by  Cromwell's  troopers. 
King's  College,  part  of  which  was  erected  in 
1500.  Fine  risks,  these,  for  a  fire  insurance 
company.  Aberdeen,  which  is  known  as  the 
Granite  City,  was  the  original  home  of  the 
Northern  Assurance  Co.  Under  the  designa- 
tion of  the  North  of  Scotland  Fire  &  Life 
Assurance  Co.  it  was  founded  in  1S36.  The 
first  year's  fire  revenue  was  less  than  $5,000. 
Last  year  the  fire  premium  income  exceeded 
$3,500,000.  During  the  first  eight  years  the 
directors  received  nothing  for  their  services. 
The  paid-up  capital  was  originally  $250,000, 
and  it  is  now  $1,500,000.  The  general  meet- 
ings are  held  in  Aberdeen,  but  the  general 
management  is  now  conducted  in  Loudon. 
The  gross  assets  of  the  Northern  are  $23,363,000, 
and  the  net  surplus  is  nearly  -$5,000,000.  Geo. 
F.  Grant  is  in  charge  of  the  Pacific  Coast 
department. 
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Tele- 
phoiif 

General  .i(fen/>'  (iii't  f'owpunief!. 

Address. 

5107 

BAILEY,  JAS   D 

Ins.  Co.  North  America 

413  Calif. 

201 

BALFOUE.  GUTHRIE  &  CO. 
(Geo.  W.  Spencer,  Miinagerl 
American,  N.  J. 
Manchester,  Entr. 
Caledonian,  Kdinburgli 

:K3  Calif. 

:i3l 

BALFOUR.  GUTHRIE  &  CO.   . 
■    lA.  H.  Small.  Manager) 

British  &  Foreign  Marine 

Yangtsze.  Shanghai 

.S16  Calif. 

BECK,  J.  M 

Fire  Association,  Phila. 

,3118  Pine 

Sat 

BELDEN  &  COFRAN 

Harltord  Fire 

N.  Y.  Underwriters  Agenc.v 

31.S  Calif. 

272 

BERTHEAU,  CESAR 

Germania,  N.  Y. 
Hanover.  N.  Y. 
United  Firemens.  Phila. 
Firemens,  Md. 

2111  Sans. 

427 

BOARDMAN,  GEO.  C 

.'Etna,  Hartford 

.514  Calif. 

5414 

BROMWELL,  L.  L 

Milwaukee  Mechanics,  Wis. 

410  Calif. 

1842 

BROWN,  CRAIG  &  CO 

Phenix,  Brooklyn 
American,  Phila. 
Pennsylvania.  Phila. 
Svea,  Sweden 

407  Montg 

tiK4 

BUTLER  &  HALDAN 

Phoenix,  London 
Providence-Washington.  R.  T. 

41,')  Calif. 

14()B 

CALLINGHAM,  W.  J 

Scottish  Union,  Edinburgh 
Orient,  Hartford 

420  Calif. 

fi>fO 

CATTON,  BELL  &  CO 

Union,  London 

40«  Calif. 

las 

CHRISTENSEN,  CHAS 

American-Central,  St.  Louis 
Delaware,  Phila. 
Paciflc.  New  York 

.S17  Calif. 

321 

CRAIG,  HUGH 

312  Calif. 

New  Zealand,  Auckland 

1886 

DEVLIN,  FRANK  J 

Atlas,  London 

<«)!i  Sans. 

film 

DICKSON,  ROBT 

Connecticut,  Hartford 
Queen,  New  Y'ork 
Koyal  Exchange,  London 

401  Montg 

822 

DORNIN,  GEO.  D 

National,  Hartford 

409  Calif. 

DRIFFIELD,  V.  C 

Transatlantic.  Hambur;.' 

2i:i  Sans. 

THf 
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iTenerdl  Agents  and  Companies. 


DUGAN.  A.  G 

Springfield.  Mass. 

DUTTON,  W.M.  J 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn.,  Phila. 
Rhode  Island  Underwriters 
Union,  Phila. 


Address. 


215  Sans. 
401  Calif. 


DUVAL,  W.  S 

Continental,  New  York 

FIREMAN'S  FUND  INS.  Co. 


W.  H.  C.  Fowler 


FRIEND,  W.  H 

Merchants,  N.  J. 

GASKILL,  V.  W 

United  States.  New  Y'ork 

GRANT,  GEO 

London  Assurance.  London 
Northern  Assurance.  London 


GRANT,  TOM  C 

North  British  &  Mercantile 


GUTTE  &  FRANK 

Magdeburg.  Germany 
Wilhelma.  Germany 
National  Marine.  London 
Federal  Marine,  Switzerland 
Associated  Assurance  C'o's 

GRANT,  H.  M 

American,  N.  Y. 
British  America 
Western,  Toronto 

HARRISON,  Wm.  GREER     . 
Thames  &  Mersey  Marine 


HAVEN,  CHAS.  D 

Liven^ool  &  London  &  Globe 


HEROLD,  Jr.,  RUDOLPH 
Hamburg-Bremen 
Niagara,  N.  Y. 

HOME  MUTUAL  INS.  CO. 


JACOBY,  FRANZ    .   . 
Prussian  National 


JAMES,  N.  T.     .   .   . 
Alliance,  London 


Wm.  J.  Landers 


LATON,  CHAS.  A. 
Palatine,  Eng. 


MACDONALD,  WM. 

London  &  Lancashire.  Eng. 


MAGILL,  A.  E. 
Home,  N.  T. 
Pho-nix,  Hartford 


MANN  &  WILSON     .   .   . 
Lancashire,  Eng. 
Agricultural,  N.  Y. 
Girard,  Phila. 
Teutonia.  New  Orleans 
St.  Paul 

La  Fonciere  Marine 
L'Universo  Marine 


.321  Pine 
401  Calif. 
216  Sans. 
428  Calif. 

313  Calif. 
.501  Mont  Si 

212  Pine 
303  Calif. 


305  Calif. 
422  Calif. 
415  Calif. 

318  Calif. 
21fi  Sans. 

4lfi  Calif. 

2(15  Sans. 
439  Calif. 

315  Montg 
.325  Calif. 
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jan  Francflsco  Dnsyraece  Directory 


TeCe- 
/i/ione 

(ient^rffl  Afifti'f  fill'/  f'utijnftiit^. 

Ail'!re>.-'<. 

1 

538 

MAXWEI.L,  J.  D 

421  Calif. 

1554 

MULLINS   C.  F.                           .    . 

301  Calif 

Commercial  Union,  Eng. 

1015 

OKELL.  DONNELL  &  CO.    .    . 
Patriotir,  Dublin 

411  Calif. 

5131) 

POTTER,  ED.  E 

Franklin.  Phila. 
William.slnirf;  Cit.v.  N.  Y. 

.-)0»  Calif. 

w.y-i 

SPENCER,  D.  A 

We.stcllester,  N.  Y. 

40i)  Calif. 

SPEYEE,  WALTER 

North  Gei-man,  Germany 

*25  Sans. 

5»10 

SYZ  &  CO 

4IU  Calif. 

Helvetia  Swiss 
Baloise.  Switzerland 
Swiss  Marine  Combined. 

5167 

SUN  INS.  CO.,  San  Francisco  . 

428  Calif. 

5;«9 

TYSON,  GEO.  H 

German-American.  N.  Y. 

435  Calif. 

16IS6 

Geo.  W.  Turner 

3*!  Montg 

5577 

VOSS,  CONRAD  &  CO 

Aachen  &  Munich,  Germany 

Traders,  111. 

Glens  Falls.  N.  Y. 

Frankfurt  Marine 
.     Bavarian  Lloyd  Marlue 

204  Sans. 

113 

WATT.  ROLLA  V 

Royal,  Liverpool 
Norwich  LTnion.  Enjr. 

500  Montg 

Tele- 
phone 


San  Francisco  Life,  Accident  and  Miscellan- 
eous Agencies. 


'J'ele-  I    General  Agents  and  Companies, 
phone 


Address. 


AMERICAN  SURETY  Co.,  N.Y.l  331  Pine 

ARCHIBALD,  F.  A 303  Calif. 

Union  Central  Life,  Cincinnati 

m\l     CADM AN  &  KITTLE 307  Calif.. 

Standard  Life  and  Accident 

195     CRISTENSEN,  CHAS 317  Calif. 

Lloyds  Plate  Glass,  N.  Y. 


General  AijenlK  n/nt  Conijnn/ies. 


FOWLER.  E.  S 

Preferred  Accident.  N.  Y. 


5740 
1609 


GRAY,  JOHN  H 

Washington  Life.  N.  Y. 

HARMON,  Jr..  A.  K.  P 

Connecticut  Mutual  Life 

Hartford 

E.  H.  Hart 

HASKELL.  W.  W 

Travelers,  Hartford 

HAWES.  ALEX.  G 

New  York  Life.  N.  Y. 

HOUGHTON,  H.  B 

^Etna  Life  t&  accident)  Conn. 


Address. 


LANDERS.  JOHN,      .    . 
Manhattan  Life,  N.  Y. 


LEAVITT.  W.  C 

Union  Mutual  Life.  Me. 


MANN  &  WILSON' 

Hartford  Steam  Boiler 
Metropolitan  Plate  Glass, 

MAXWELL.  J.  D 

London  Guarantee  &  Accident 
New  York  Plate  Glass 


MUNSELL.  Jit..  JAS 

Mutual  Benefit  Life,  N.  J. 


Mills  BlR 
41-->  Monlj; 

Mills   Bl;; 

i 

I  Chron.  Bit; 
Mills   Bit; 

Mills   Big 

212  Sans. 

340  Montg 

419  Calif. 

322  Calif. 


7.50 
621 
699 


OKELL.  DONNELL  ,t  CO.   .   . 
Employers'  Liability.  London 

PACIFIC  MUTUAL  LII'E.  S.  F. 
PACIFIC  SURETY  CO.,  S.  F.  . 


411  Calif. 


.51.18  Montg 
.3IIS  Sans. 


PARDEE,  S.  C 

Fidelity  and  Casualty.  N.  Y. 


PARKER.  C.  T.  M 

Massachusetts  Mutual  Life 


5244      DUNPHY,  W.  H.   . 
Home  Life,  N.  Y. 


Flood  Big 


PRATT,  GEO.  C 

Provident  Savings.  N.  Y. 

RIPLEY',  GEO.  H 

Equitable  Life,  N.  Y. 

SMITH.  CLARENCE  M.     ... 

Northwestern  Mut.,  Milwaukee! 


219  Sans. 

j  214  Pine 

i 
4U5  Montg 

I 

Crock' r  Big 

Phelan  Big 


1103  I  FIELD.  H.  K I  Mills  Big 

New  England  Mutual  Life 


1376      FORBES  &  SON,  A.  B. 
Mutual  Life,  N.  Y. 


Mutual 
Life  Big 


STOLP,  G.  M.    .   .   . 
National  Life.  Vt. 


VOSS,  CONRAD  &  CO.     .       .    . 
Frankfort  Acci.  &  Plate  Glass 


Crock' r  Big 
204  Sans. 
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Editorial  Paragraphs. 

Ix  Ensflaud  one  of  the  standard  tables  uf 
mortality  in  life  insurance  is  called  the  Heal- 
thy Males,  and  is  abbreviated  H  M.  -Some 
writer,  probably  an  American,  referred  to  it 
as  Her  Majesty's  table. 

* 
A  Ci)i.t"s,v  I'APEK  says  "fire  insurance  is  more 
of  a  science  than  life  insurance."  Yet  life  in- 
surance is  founded  on  certainty — the  certainty 
of  death.  How  then  can  that  which  is  founded 
on  certainty  be  less  "a  science"  than  that 
which  is  based  on  uncertainty '.  Fire  under- 
writers may  well  wish  that  fire  underwriting- 
were  as  scientific  as  life  uuderwritiug-.  There 
would  then  be  no  rate  war.  The  Colusa  lumi- 
nary needs  a  little  light.  Fire  underwriting 
is  not  even  a  science :  it  is  an  art. 


meuters,  etc.  The  I.  &  C.  M.  is  apparently  a 
very  profitable  publication,  popular  with  regu- 
lars and  irregulars  alike,  and  democrats  and 
republicans  and  populists  also.  We  congratu- 
late Editor  Livingston,  and  urge  him  to  so  far 
overcome  his  natural  modesty  as  to  print  his 
name  ou  his  entertaining  publication, 
*      * 

Wk  select  several  typical  quotations  from 
the  Insurance  &  C.  M. :  "The  money  famine 
continues,  and  therefore  the  crash  of  fires  con- 
tinues."  "  April  opens  no  new  hope  for  flowers 
and  blossoms  in  business."  The  recent  exami- 
nation of  the  Mutual  Reserve  was  unjust, 
therefore  illegal.  "Without  sorrow  there  is 
no  joy."  "Disloyalty  is  dishonesty,  often 
prcnxDnized  by  faint  praise."  "Premonized" 
is  good. 


The  Melbourne  fire  board  authorities  levy 
charges  in  connection  with  their  attendance 
at  fires  of  uninsured  property.  We  presume 
that  an  underwriters'  fire  patrol  is  referred 
to.  The  uninsured  ought  to  pay  something 
for  salvage. 

TuE  Policyholder  of  Manchester  has  com- 
piled a  table  which  we  some  time  ago  resolved 
to  compile  if  some  enterprising  ex(;hange  did 
not  anticipate  us.  It  is  a  comparison  of  the 
American  business  of  British  fire  offices  with 
their  not-American  business.  The  totals  are 
interesting.  The  Amei'ican  business  yielded 
.£7.771,453  premiums  in  1893:  Great  Bi-itain, 
colonies,  and  elsewhere,  £9,827,312.  The 
American  losses  and  expenses  were  £7,943,296; 
the  not-American  losses  and  expenses  were 
£10,042,292.  Our  contemporary  gives  the  fol- 
lowing net  underwriting  loss  percentages: 
■  Total,  2.19;  American  business  only,  2.21; 
home,  colonies,  etc.,  2.18.  The  average  ex- 
perience, therefore,  in  1893  at  least,  was 
about  the  same  in  America  and  in  the  rest  of 
the  world  where  British  offices  transact  busi- 
ness. Of  twenty-four  offices,  eight  do  more 
business  in  the  United  States  than  elsewhere, 
namely,  Caledonian,  Commercial  Union,  Lan- 
cashire. Lion,  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe, 
Manchester.  Palatine  and  Scottish  Union  & 
National. 

TiiK  vvorld-famous  Insurance  &  Commercial 
Magazine  continues  to  be  printed  in  blue  ink. 
This  is  an  appropriate  color,  since  the  Blue  & 
Gold  is  the  organ  of  insurance  that  does  not 
insure — at  least  we  thinlc  it  does  not — such  as 
the  Llovds  and  fire  mutuals,  doubtful  assess- 


"Yes,"  he  boldly  declared,  "I  am  a  mem- 
ber of  the  A.  P.  A."  And  then  he  added— 
"The  American  Provident  Association,  with 
assessments  guaranteed  not  to  exceed  five  a 
month." 


IteURANCE  Company  L§ 


For  Fire  Insurance. 

Assets  in  United  States *3,3«n,0!)2  (!0 

Net  Surplus *    (>21.<i4.-.  SS 

Writing  Large  Lines  On  Desirable  Business. 

Applications  for  Agencies  or  Information  should 

be  addressed 

For  Eastern  and  Middle  States: 

WILLIAM  BELL.        I  ■.  ,   ,  Manaeers 

WILLIAM  WOOD,       \  ■'"'°'  Managers. 

WILLIAM  M.  BALLARD,  Branch  Sec'y. 

31  Nassau  1st.,  (Equitable  Hl(li;.i,        New  York. 

For  West.rii  stalo: 

GEORGE  M.  FISHKH,  iManager, 

30".  I.a  Salle  Street,  Chicago,  HI. 

For  Southern  States: 

FINLEY  &  JANVIER.  Managers. 

50-52  Camp  Street,  New  Orleans,  La. 

F«ir  Pacific  Coast: 

CHARLES  A.  LATON.  Manager. 

439  California  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
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Fire  Protection  Notes. 

**W"ork  has  been  resumed  on  tht'  new  SpoUiiue 
water-works. 

**Santa  Clai*a.  Cal.,  advertises  for  pi'oposuls  for  its 
new  water-works  system. 

*'''Fire  patrols  have  been  organized  in  St.  Paul  and 
Minneapolis,  under  the  new  state  law. 

**Healdsbur{i.  Cal.,  has  passed  an  ordinance  ex- 
tending the  tire  limits  and  providin^:  for  improved 
fire  protection. 

**An  exchange  contains  a  picture  of  an  English 
steam  tire  engine.  It  looks  like  a  San  Francisco 
steam  street  asnhaltum  roller— the  same  airy, 
graceful  lines  and  appearance  of  lightness. 
*^=Manager  Crosby  of  the  New  England  Under- 
writers' Bureau  says  of  the  new  invention,  the  ball 
nozzle:  "After  witnessing  two  tests.  I  endorse  it. 
Water  discharged  from  the  ball  nozzle  is  in  drops, 
not  mist,  and  so  deflected  as  to  form  a  water  cur- 
tain, well  adapted  for  fighting  a  tire  in  its  early 
stages." 

**The  writer  was  in  a  building  on  Sansome  street. 
San  Francisco,  last  month,  when  fire  was  di.s- 
covered  in  the  basement.  An  auxiliary  alarm  was 
sounded.  The  writer  immediately  descended  <me 
flight  of  stairs  to  the  sidewalk  and  saw  the  fire 
patrol  only  three  blocks  away  and  the  chemical 
engine  just  turning  the  corner.  That  was  exceed- 
ingly quick  work. 


**Aecordiug  to  a  veracious  daily  newspaper  VVau- 
kegan.  111.,  purpo.ses  distributing  in  pipes  a  fire- 
fxiinguishing  gas,  to  be  supplied  to  business 
houses  and  dwellings.  Some  years  ago  the  Coast 
Review  printed  an  extravagant  account  of  a  modern 
(or  future)  sky-scraper,  in  which  fire  in  any  room 
could  be  extinguished  by  pi'essing  an  electric  but- 
ton, after  reading  the  automatic  registration  of  the 
number  of  the  room  in  which  Hre  had  occurred.  In 
the  twentieth  century  this  romance  may  not  be 
thought  extravagant. 

Our  Chart  for  1895. 

The  Coast  Review  Insurance  Chart,  just  out,  is 
the  best  yet  printed.  It  is,  of  course,  chiefly  a  fire 
chart,  but  it  also  contains  marine,  life  and  miscel- 
laneous statistics,  and,  no  doubt,  will  be  especially 
serviceable  to  Coast  insurance  men.  The  contents 
include  five-year  general  and  Coast  figures  of  fire 
otfices;  San  Francisco  agency  totals  and  two  years" 
city  totals:  business  by  Coast  .states:  monthly 
Coast  and  United  States  losses;  figures  of  foreign 
companies'  home  offices:  American  fire  business: 
California  and  Coast  marine  business :  retired 
companies;  life  insurance  companie-s'  condition 
and  business  in  1894;  California  business  of  life 
companies:  condition  of  accident  and  .surety  and 
casualty  companies  in  this  field:  three  years'  San 
Francisco  premiums ;  tables  of  short  rates;  West- 
em  insurance  commissioners;  population  of  Coast 
and  mountain  states  and  towns  over  5.000. 

Send  to  your  general  agency  for  a  copij. 


1843. 


T  UK 


1895. 


Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co. 

Of    mew    yoRK 

RICHARD    A.     McCaRDg,     -     -     President 


Insurance  and  Annuities  in  Force  January  T,  1895     .    . 

Assets,  Jan.   1,   1895,      .      $204,638,783  i**i 

I*  I 

Reserve  for   Policies   and   all 

other  Liabilities, 
Surplus 


182.109.456 


$22,529,327    * 


$855,207,778 
Paid 


Policyholders 


Over    $3g£CC0,CC0 


t^^  ^\1I    t  /ic    /ics*    iiini    Alost    -.Vpproi-et/    /''onjis    oK    i*o2iC'if.s    Jssiier/. 


.  A.    B.    FORBES   &    SON. 

Mutual   Life  Building  San   Francisco,   Cal. 
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™  ROYflL 

InsuraQce  CompaQy 

OF    LIVERPOOL,    ENGLAND. 

Assets,    -    M6,ooo,ooo     ^^      Losses  Paid,    -    ^9?,ooo,ooo 


THE 


NORWICH  UNION 

pire  Insurance  Society 

OF    NORWICH,    ENGLAND, 

ASSETS,     -     ^6,000,000.  *  Losses  Paid,     -     $44,000,000 


Royal  and  Norwich  Union. 


Paoifio    Coast    Department: 

ROLLA  V.  WATT,   Manager, 

N.    E.    Corner     Montgomery     and     Sacramento     Streets,     SAN    FRANCISCO. 


SPECIAL     AGENTS : 

J.  L.  FULLER       JNO.  T.  FOGARTY       FRANK  M.  GILCRE3T      H.  R.  BURKE 

ROBERT  H.  DELAFIELD 


The  Coast  Review 


A    MONTHLY    JOURNAIi 


ALL       KINDS       OF      IXSC  R  AKCE      THAT      INSURKS. 


Published 


oi-j  the 


ISth  of  Every 
Month 


J.  G.  Edwards,  Proprietor 

Pacific  Mutual  Building 
San  Francisco 


Tflfphonf  No    1530. 


$3.00  Pep  Year 

25  ets     Pep  Copy 

Postage  Added  to 

poreign   Subseptptions 


Vol.    49. 


July,    1895, 


No.  7. 


THE    OTEY    MANUAL. 


Extracttt  frojn  a  Few  of  the  Many   Co/nplif/ienffirtj 

Letters. 

The  following  extracts  from  a  few  of  the  many 

fomplinientary  letters  give  better  evidence  of  the 

merits  of  the  Manual  than  any  expressions  of  ours: 

Lodi,  Cal.,  Sept.  27.    I  have  examined  the  Manual 

horoughly  and  am  well  pleased  with  it.    I    deem  it 

a  great  help  in  maldng  out  policy  rates. 

John  B.  Lillie. 


Martinez,  Nov.  14. 


A  very  valuable  book. 

S.  Blum&  Bro. 


Ontario,  Cal..  Nov.  18.    An  excellent  work,  and 
useful.  C.  H.  Dyar. 

San  Diego,  Nov.  15.    It  is  a  most  excellent  work. 
G.  B.  Grow  &  Co. 


Carson  City,  Nev.,  Nov.  19. 


It  is  very  useful. 

F.  R.  Hafer. 
Replete  with  useful 
R.  G.  O'Brien. 


Olympia,  Wash.,  Nov.  17. 
information. 

Nevada  City,  Cal.,  Nov.  11.    I  am  much  pleased 
with  it.  finding  it  full  of  information,  plainly  given. 

Frank  Power. 

North  Yakima.  Nov.  18.    Contains  a  great  deal  of 
desired  information.  Young  &  Spinning. 

Aberdeen,  Sept.  9.    It  is  a  great  help  to  us  in 
learning  the  working  of  your  company  and  in  rat- 


ing different  risks. 


Wilcox  &  Mack. 


For  Reference  Purposes— This  Year's  Index. 

Fi)lIowing  is  a  summary  of  the  principal  contents 
of  the  Coast  ReTiew  thus  far  in  1S95.  The  com- 
panies' statements  are  those  wMch  give  details 
not  appearing  in  charts : 

Life,  Accident,  Etc. 
./rt/(»rt/'y.— Mortality  Cost.  Life  Insurance  Limit. 
Year's  Decisions  February.— CdXUovnVii  Figures 
for  1891.  New  Business  of  Life  Companies.  March.— 
Pacific  Coast  Dead  Co-operatives.  Life  Insurance 
Written  in  1894.  The  World's  Life  Business.  Failed 
and  Reinsured  Old-Line  Companies.  April.Six 
Years'  General  and  California  figures  of  Life  Com- 
panies. May.—Gtvo^^  Figures  of  American  Life 
Companies.  Colorado  Life  Business  in  1894.  Six 
Year.s'  Accident  and  Surety  Companies'  Figures. 
./«/i^.— Life  Companies'  '94  Figures.  Minimum 
Cost. 

COMPANIES   AND   ASSOCIATIONS. 

1*0  (J  e. 

Mutual  Reserve  Fund  in  Ireland  (Jan.) 8 

National  Life  of  Washington  (Jan.) 18 

Equitable  Aid  Union  (Jan  ) 26 

Inter-State  Casualty  (Jan.) 29 

Mutual  Reserve  Fund  in  Oakland  (Feb  )  .  .    5«> 

Inter-State  Casualty  (Feb.) .61 

Penn.  Mutual  (Feb. ) .67 

Mutual  Reserve  Fund  in  Ireland  (March)  .    9.^ 

Knights  of  Maccabees  (Aprill ,14:? 

National  Surety  (April) 146 

National  Life  Association  (April  I  .  149 
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Penn.  Mutual  (April) M9 

Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Examination  (April!  .    .    .  155 

Star  Accident  Co.  (May) 179 

Connecticut  Indemnity  Association  (May).  ...  194 
Connecticut  Indemnity  As.soeiation  (June)  ■>  .   .213 

Union  Casualty  of  St.  Louis  (June! 219 

Mutual  Reserve  Fund  I  June) 223 

Covenant  Mutual  Benefit  (June) 225 

LIFE  COMP.\NIES'    STATEMENTS. 

Pacific  Mutual February  Coast  Review 

Bankers' Life February  Coast  Review 

Equitable  Life March       Coast  Review 

Union  Central   .,"....   .  March       Coast  Review 
Connecticut  Mutual  ....  March       Coast  Review 

Mutual  Life March       Coast  Review. 

yEtna  Life April        Coast  Review 

National  Life,  Vt April        Coast  Review 

Travelers April         Coast  Review 

Provident  Savings April        Coast  Review 

New  England  Mutual.  .  .   .May  Coast  Review 

Fire,  Marine,  Etc. 
January. — New  Partner  without  Consent  of  In- 
surer. Classified  Coast  Monthly  Fire  Losses  (four 
tables!.  February — California  and  Coast  Fire 
Business  of  1894.  U.  S.  S.  C.  Decision  in  Hooper 
Case.  .l/«;-cA.— Rank  in  Coast  Fire  Premiums. 
State  Insurance  OtBcials.  .Ipn7.— Seven  Years' 
California  Marine  Business.  13  Years'  Coast  Fire 
Business.  New  Oregon  Law.  American  Fire  De- 
partment Statistics.  Lloyds  in  California.  Board 
Non-Intercourse  Decision,  .l/ffi/.— California  Law 
as  to  Lloyds.  Coast  Fire  Business  by  States  and 
Companies.  The  Northwestern  National  a  Poor 
Company  for  Locals.  Freights  and  Charges. 
./«n.f.— Freights  and  Charges  (reply).  Conflagra- 
tion Hazard. 

FIRE  COMPANIES'    .STATEMENTS. 

Franklin February  Coast  Review 

Glens  Falls February  Coast  Review 

Orient February  Coast  Review 

Sun.  San  Francisco.  ....  February  Coast  Review 

Springfield February  Coast  Review 

Firemans  Fund February  Coast  Review 

Hartford  Fire February  Coast  Review 

Insurance  Co.  N.  America  .  February  Coast  Review 
Milwaukee  Mechanics  .  .   .  Febi-nary  Coast  Review 

Home  Mutual February  Coast  Review 

German- American March       Coast  Review 

Mutual  Fire  of  N.  Y.     ...  March       Coast  Review 

Westchester April        Coast  Review 

Commercial  Union  ....      May  Coast  Review 

Royal  Exchange June  Coast  Review 

Connecticut June  Coast  Review 

Queen June  Coast  Review 

Royal June  Coast  Review 

Norwich  Union June  Coast  Review 


**The  chief  engineer  of  the  Sacramento  paid  fire 
department  has  asked  the  city  board  of  trustees  to 
pass  an  ordinance  under  which  he  can  condemn 
buildings  within  fire  limits  that  are  likely  to  be 
dangerous  in  case  of  fire,  or  that  make  the  risk  of 
fire  very  great,  or  that  have  been  partly  destroyed 
by  fire. 


Digest  of  Recent  Fire  Insurance  Decisions. 

McGitniijh:  i\  ^u.-<qui'iiannii  Miil.  /•'.  Ins.  Co..  I'.  S. 
C,  31  A.  R.  fSBS. 

local's  solicitor. 
One  who  solicited  insurance  at  the  local  in- 
surance agent's  instance,  took  applications 
therefor,  and  delivered  them  to  the  local 
agent,  wlio  reduced  them  to  the  proper  form 
and  forwarded  them  to  the  company,  which 
issued  policies  thereon,  was  the  agent  of  the 
company  as  to  effecting  such  insurance. 

INCREASE   OF    HAZAHI). 

A  company,  in  order  to  avoid  a  policy  on  the 
ground  that  the  premises  were  put  to  a  use 
not  represented  when  the  insurance  was 
made,  whei-eby  the  risk  was  increased,  must 
show  that  the  assured  knew  that  sucli  use  in- 
creased the  risk  and  the  rate,  and  that  he 
concealed  it  from  the  company. 

INClMIiKAXCES. 

AVhere  assured,  on  applying  for  insurance, 
informed  the  agent  that  there  was  a  lien 
against  his  property,  and  a  policy  was  issued 
which  failed  to  note  that  fact,  it  is  presumed 
that  the  company  waived  the  condition  in  the 
policy  as  to  liens,  though'  the  agent  reported 
the  property  as  unincumbered,  and  the  policy 
provided  that  no  provision  thereof  could  be 
waived  except  by  express  indorsement  there- 
on. 

A  waiver  of  the  condition  in  a  policy  of  in- 
surance against  incumbrances  may  be  inferred 
from  the  appointment  of  appraisers,  and  an 
adjastment  of  loss,  the  negotiations  as  to 
which  lasted  five  months,  though  the  policy 
provided  that  no  condition  thereof  could  be 
waived  except  by  special  agreement  indorsed 

thereon. 

o        o 
o 

Cttpitiil   City   Ins.   Co.   v.  .iutnn,  Ala.   S.   (.'.,   17 
S.  li.  32(). 

A    .JUDGMENT    IS    A    LIEN. 

A  judgment,  \vit.h  waiver  of  exemptions,  is 
a  lieu,  -within  the  meaning  of  a  representation 
in  an  application  for  insurance  that  there 
were  no  liens  or  mortgages  on  the  property. 

OWNERSHIP. 

Where  others  were  interested  in  the  hay 
insured  to  the  extent  that  each  was  to  per- 
form services  thereon  and  participate  in  the 
proceeds,  an  answer  in  an  application  for  in- 
surance, in  resijonse  to  the  inquiry,  "Is  your 
ownership  of  propertj'  absolute,  unqualified, 
and  undivided r'  that  it  was,  invalidates  the 
insurance. 
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n'c.ttehf.iter  F.  /»«.  Co.  i'.  »'nutin;  Tex.  C.  C.  A., 
3(1  S.  IT.  R.  as:). 

^AI'H   f)F    POLICY. 

In  an  action  on  a  tire  policy,  providin;^  that 
the  company  shall  not  be  liable  beyond  the 
actual  cash  value  of  the  pi'operty  insured,  it 
was  error  to  instruct  the  jury  to  find  for 
plaintiff  in  the  amount  of  the  policy. 
assured's  ixtekest. 

The  fact  that  an  agent,  without  authority 
to  waive  the  condition  of  the  policy  i-equiriiig- 
a  true  statement  of  the  assured's  interest  in 
the  insured  property,  was  notified  at  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  contract  that  the  assured's  in- 
terest was  other  than  expressed  in  the  policy, 
does  not  preclude  the  company  from  setting 
up  a  forfeiture  of  the  policy  for  breach  of  said 
condition. 

o        o 

o 

Hart  fun)  Fire  Iiis.  (\,.  v.  ftmei));  U.  S.  ('.  A..i;a 
F.  R.  4m). 

W\IVEK — AI11>ITI(«A1.    INSURANCE. 

Waiver  of  an  expi*ess  condition  against  tak- 
ing additional  insurance  can  only  be  inferred 
when  the  evidence  shows  that  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  waiver  and  consent  was  in  the 
minds  of  the  parties,  coming  together  on  that 
definite  proposition. 

Declarations  in  policies  against  the  power  of 
officers  or  agents  to  waive  conditions  except 
by  writing  indorsed  thereon  must  be  enforced 
by  the  courts  as  part  of  the  contract,  unless 
there  is  some  valid  reason  for  not  doing  so. 


(Jemviii  Home  i\  RnrDctt,  Va.  S.  C.  A..  21  S.  E. 
R.  47(1. 

TITLE— HECEIVEU. 

A  polic.v  was  issued  to  trustees,  and  subse- 
quently the  court  appointed  another  person 
receiver  of  the  propert.v,  with  authority  to 
rent  the  property  insured.  Held,  that  this 
was  not  a  change  in  title  or  possession  by  sale 
or  judicial  decree,  within  tlie  meaning  of  a 
clause  providing  that  such  a  change  should 
avoid  the  policv. 

o        o 
o 

(leimaii-Ame)icaii  Ins.  Co,  v.   M'fiter-n,  Tex.  C.  C. 

A.,3U  S.   W.  R.  S7G. 

WAIVER — BREACH. 

In  an  action  ujxjn  a  policy,  there  was  evi- 
dence of  a  breach  of  the  policy,  by  the  plain- 
tiff; that  one  who  was  agent  of  the  company 
for  procuring  insurance  only,  and  who  was 
ignorant  of  the  breach  of  the  policy,  took 
possession  of  the  debris  after  the  fire  and  sold 


it :  but  there  was  no  evidence  that  the  com- 
pany received  the  proceeds  or  otherwise  rati- 
fied these  acts.  Held,  that  the  evidence  did 
not  authorize  a  charge  upon  waiver,  estoppel, 
or  ratification  by  defendant. 

o        o 
o 

Phwnix  .1.S.SH)-.   Cii.  i\  A)li!<oii,   Tr.c.   S.  C.  31)   S. 

IT.  R.  547. 

SUBROGATION'. 

A  debtor  who  takes  out  a  policy,  payable  to 
persons  liable  as  his  sui'eties",  upon  property 
on  which  he  has  given  them  a  lien  for  their 
protection,  is,  upon  payment  of  the  debt,  sub- 
rogated to  the  rights  of  the  sureties  in  the 
policy. 

A  company  cannot  defend  an  action  on  a  pol- 
icy, brought  in  the  name  of  sureties,  to  whom 
it  was  made  payable  for  their  pi'otection,  by 
showing  that  the  principal  debtor  had,  by 
payment  of  the  debt,  become  subrogated  to 
their  rights  in  the  policy,  such  sureties  hav- 
ing made  no  claim  to  the  proceeds  of  the  pol- 
icy, and  defendant  having  no  defense  or  set- 
off available  against  the  debtor  which  is  not 
available  against  the  sureties. 

o        o 
o 

Plie)iix   Tii.^.  Cii.  r.  Riilliiis,  Net).  S.  ('.,  (13  N.  W. 
R.  4(1. 

NOTE — WAIVER — SUSPENSION   OF    LIABILITY. 

A  clause  providing  that  a  policy  shall  be 
suspended  during  the  time  the  premium  note 
shall  remain  unpaid  after  maturity  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the  company,  and  may  be  waived 
by  the  insurer. 

A  policy  for  the  term  of  five  years  at  a  gross 
premium  for  the  entire  time,  the  insured  giv- 
ing his  note  for  such  premium,  due  in  one  year 
from  date,  contained  a  stipulation  to  the 
effect  that  the  failure  by  the  insured  to  pay 
the  premium  note,  when  due,  suspended  the 
policy  during  such  default,  but  that  a  subse- 
quent payment  of  the  premium  in  full  revived 
the  policy  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  The 
defendant  made  default  in  the  payment  of 
such  note,  and  in  an  action  thereon  it  was 
held  that  the  company  was  entitled  to  recover 
the  full  amount  of  the  note. 


United  Uiiitn-w.  Iiix.  To.  i'.  PimvU..  On.  S.  C,  21 
S.  K.  R.  SO,;. 

FLOATING   POLICY. 

A  floating  policy  of  insurance,  which  de- 
clares that  it  does  not  cover  cotton  on  which 
there  is  any  more  specific  insurance,  docs  not 
embrace  or  apply  to  any  cotton  which  is  spe- 
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ciflcally  insured  in  another  company,  and 
therefore  is  not  subject  to  share  with  the 
olher  company  the  burden  of  loss  sustained  by 
the  latter  or  by  the  insured  in  respect  to  the 
cotton  covered  by  the  more  specific  insurance; 
and  for  this  reason,  the  company  issuing  the 
floating'  policy  cannot  be  called  upon  to  con- 
tribute to  a  loss  resulting  from  destruction  of 
the  cotton  covered  by  the  more  specific  insur- 
ance, although  the  policy,  touching  the  latter, 
contained  a  clause  declaring  that  "in  case  of 
any  other  insurance  upon  the  properly  hereby 
insured,  whether  made  prior  to  or  subsequent 
to  the  date  of  this  policy,  the  assured  shall  be- 
eutitled  to  recover  of  this  company  no  greater 
proportion  of  the  loss  sustained  that  the  sum 
hereby  insured  bears  to  the  whole  amount  in- 
sured thereon,  whether  by  specific  or  floating 

policies." 

o       o 
o 

Martin   o.   Riiahester-German  Ins.  Co.,  N.   Y.  S. 

a. .  33  N.  Y.  Supp.  40i. 

OCITI'ANCY. 

A  policy  provided  that,  in  case  a  certain 
house  and  farming  implements  owned  by 
plaintiff  should  be  destroyed  by  fire,  defend- 
ant insurance  company  would  pay  plaintiff's 
loss,  to  a  certain  amount,  and  that  the  policy 
should  become  void  if  the  "building  herein 
described  *  *  *  be  or  become  vacant  or  un- 
occupied, and  so  remain  for  lo  days."  Held, 
that  the  condition  of  the  policy  as  to  oi^cu- 
pancy  was  not  complied  with  by  placing  the 
farming  implements  in  the  house  after  the 
removal  of  the  tenant  therefrom, 
o      o 

o 

liritixh   Aniirica   AsuHlanvr   Co.  ii.  Vanpcr,   i'lihi. 
V.  A.,  4(1  P.  R.  147.     ■ 

.VCiENT    FOR   liOTir    P.VUTIES. 

A  contract  entered  into  by  one  acting  as 
agent  for  both  the  insurer  and  insured  may 
be  avoided  by  either  party  if,  at  the  time  of 
the  contract,  he  did  not  know  of  such  person's 
agency  for  the  other  party,  or  has  not,  with  a 
full  knowledge  of  the  facts,  ratified  it. 

Evidence  showing  a  right  to  avoid  a  policy 
is  inadmissible  under  a  denial  by  defendant 
that  it  ever  insured  plaintiff. 

One  acting  as  agent  for  leasing  and  collect- 
ing rents  of  a  building,  when  directed  by  the 
owner  to  insure  it,  informed  him  that  he  was 
agent  for  several  insurance  companies.  The 
owner  then  directed  him,  without  specifying 
the  amount  of  insurance  or  designating  the 
company,  to  insure  in  one  of  his  companies; 
and  the  agent  issued  a  policy  of  one  of  these 
companies,  and  paid  the  premium  out  of  rents 


which  he  held   as  agent  of  insured.     Held, 

that  he  acted  only  as  agent  of   the   insurance 

company. 

The  appointment  of  one  as  agent  to  procure 

insurance  does  not  authorize  him   to  accept 

notice  of  cancellation  of  the  policy   procured 

by  him  under  such  authority. 

o        o 
o 

McKUiiiiii  r.    ]V(stern   As^iir.   Cti.   Ky.  C.  A.,  3U 

S.  W.  R.  10U4. 

FOKECLOSUKE. 

A  policy  stipulated  that  it  should  be  void  if, 
with  knowledge  of  the  insured,  foi'closure  pro- 
ceedings was  commenced,  or  if  any  change 
took  place  in  the  interest,  title,  or  possession 
of  property  insured,  whether  by  legal  process 
or  by  voluntary  act  of  the  insured.  After  the 
issuing  of  said  policy,  a  mortgage  was  given 
by  the  insured,  with  the  consent  of  the  insur- 
ouce  company,  which  was  indorsed  on  the  pol- 
icy, "Loss,  if  any,  payable  to  M.,  as  his  inter- 
est may  appear."  The  mortgage  was  fore- 
closed, and  the  insured  property  sold,  and  a 
deed  made  to  M.,  the  mortgagee.  Held,  that 
on  such  sale  the  interest  of  the  mortgagor  and 
mortgagee  in  said  policy  ceased. 

o        o" 
o 

Duff  II.  Fire  Axs'n.  Mn.  S.  ('.,  30  S.   W.  R.  1034. 

01{.\L    <'<)XTKAeT. 

Where  an  oral  contract  of  insurance  is  made, 
insurer,  if  he  relies  for  a  defense  on  non-per- 
formance of  any  of  the  conditions  in  the  policy 
issued  by  him  on  similar  risks,  should  plead 
the  legal  implication  that  such  conditions 
wei-e  part  of  the  contract,  and  set  out  the  pol- 
icy. It  is  not  necessary  for  jilaintiff  to  plead 
the  conditions,  and  allege  pej'l'ormance. 


JSiirliiiiiliiii  Iiix.  Cn.  V.  Tiiben,  Tex.  V.  V.  A.,  30  S. 

ir.  R.  nil. 

WAIVER— LIMITATION. 

Where  proofs  of  loss  were  not  presented  to 
a  company  within  the  required  time,  but  its 
agents  represented  that  the  company  would 
take  no  advantage  of  the  delay,  and  that  the 
loss  would  be  adjusted,  it  is  a  waiver  of  the 
delay,  especially  where  the  policy  did  not  pro- 
vide for  a  forfeiture  in  case  of  failure  to  pre- 
sent such  proofs. 

Where  the  agents  of  a  company  promised  to 
adjust  the  loss  if  plaintiff  would  come  to  Tex- 
as, and  plaintiff  did  so,  and  endeavored  to 
effect  a  settlement,  which  was  evaded  by  the 
company's  adjuster,  and  the  agents  repre- 
sented that  no  advantage  would  be  taken  of 
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the  delay,  and  the  company  acquiesced  in  the 
conduct  of  its  agents,  such  acts  will  amount  to 
a  waiver  of  a  provision  in  the  policy  that  suit 
must  be  brought  within  six  months  after  the 
loss,  whether  plaintiff  knew  of  the  limitation 
of  the  agents'  authority  forbidding  them  to 
waive  such  provision,  or  not. 


Alulri-aiin   i\  Manclirxtcr  Firr    Ins.  Cn..  Minn.  S'. 
P.,  fij  N.   ir.  li.  •-'-//. 

WAIVER— OTHEll    IXSIKANCE. 

Where  a  policy  provided,  "This  entire  policy, 
unless  otherwise  provided  by  agreement  in- 
dorsed hereon  or  added  hereto,  shall  be  void  if 
the  insured  now  has,  or  shall  hereafter  make 
or  procure,  any  other  contract  of  insurance, 
whether  valid  or  not,  on  property  covered  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  this  policy,"  held,  by  de- 
livering the  policy  knowing  the  existence  of 
other  insurance  on  the  premises,  the  insurer 
waived  the  condition,  though  uo  such  waiver 
was  indorsed  on  the  policy. 


Livcip'iiil  *  Lundiiii  A  (lliihr   Ins.  C".  r.  KUiny- 
tiin,  Ga.  S.  C,  21  S.  E.  R.  unif,. 

".SET  OF    BOOKS." 

One  of  the  stipulations  in  the  policy  being 
that  the  assured  should  "keep  a  set  of  books 
showing  a  complete  record  of  business  trans- 
acted, including  all  purchases  and  sales,  both 
for  cash  and  credit,"  it  was  not  indispensable 
that  the  set  of  books  kept  should  embrace 
what  is  usually  termed  a  "cashbook,"  or  that 
the  books  should  be  kept  on  any  jiarticular 
system  or  in  a  manner  to  render  it  easy,  rath- 
er than  slow  or  difBcult,  to  ascertain  the 
amount  of  purchases  and  sales,  and  distinguish 
cash  transactions  from  those  on  credit.  It 
was  enough  that  these  matters  would  be 
ascertainable  from  the  books  with  the  assist- 
ance of  those  who  kept  them  or  who  under- 
stood the  system  on  which  they  were  kept. 
But  the  obscurity  or  complication  of  the  books, 
and  the  probability  of  their  not  being  under- 
stood by  reason  of  not  being  kept  on  some 
clear  and  regular  system,  would  furnish  good 
cause  for  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the 
company  to  pay  in  full  when  the  statement 
from  the  books  furnished  to  the  adjuster  ap- 
peared to  him  to  show  a  much  less  loss  than 
that  claimed;  and  in  such  case  bad  faith  in 
refusing  to  pay  the  whole  should  be  treated 
as  negatived  by  an  offer  to  pay  a  sum  approx- 
imating the  whole,  but  falling  short  thereof 
about  20  per  cent. 


DnniK.ih  I'.  Farwi-rii  Fire  Ins.  Cii..  Mich.  .'*.  ('..  (Si 
N.   W.  R.  721. 

SUBSEljrEXT    INSl'RAXCE. 

A  policy,  conditioned  that  it  shall  be  void  if 
the  insured  "now  has,  or  shall  hereafter  make 
or  procure,  any  other  contract  of  insurance, 
whether  valid  or  not,"  is  avoided  by  obtaining 
subsequent  insurance  on  the  property,  al- 
though such  insurance  is  void  by  reason  of  a 
similar  condition  therein. 

A  condition  in  a  policy  against  the  obtaining 
of  subsequent  insurance  in  not  waived  whei'o 
an  agent  of  the  company  stated,  upon  the  in- 
sured informing  him,  after  the  loss,  of  such 
subsequent  insurance,  that  he  did  not  know 
what  action  the  company  would  take  con- 
cerning it,  and  the  general  agent  wrote 
that  he  could  not  take  any  action  towards  ad- 
justment, but  that,  if  the  insured  had  any 
claim,  she  should  present  it  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  policy. 

o       o 
o 

In   ir  Peliean    Ins.   Co.,  La.   S.   C,  17  S.  R.  427. 

AVTHOUITV    OF    AGEXTS. 

A  company  cannot  resist  the  payment  of  a 
IKilicy  obtained  in  good  faith,  and  without 
misrepresentation,  issued  to  a  firm,  when 
there  is  only  one  person  in  said  firm;  particu- 
larly when  the  agent  issuing  the  policy  knows 
that  only  one  person  composes  said  firm. 

A  party  who  obtains  a  policy  from  a  former 
agent  of  the  company,  with  whom  he  had  done 
business,  and  who  has  in  his  possession  blank 
a]>plications  and  policies,  will  be  protected  in 
the  absence  of  actual  knoAvledge  on  his  part 
that  the  party  acting  as  agent  was  in  fact  not 
the  agent  of  the  company. 

POLICY    smXED   BY   EX-OFFICERS. 

It  is  no  defense  to  the  payment  of  the  loss 
that  the  policy  was  signed  by  officers  vv-ho  had 
ceased  to  be  such  when  the  policy  issued. 


I'll isiins  I'.  KiKixv.   F.   Ins.  Cn..  Mii.  S.  ('..   ;n   S. 

n'.  B.  117. 

OWNERSHIP. 

In  an  action  on  a  policy,  which  provided 
that,  if  the  insured  did  not  own  the  land  on 
which  the  insured  building  was  situated,  the 
policy  should  be  void,  unless  such  fact  ap- 
peared in  writing  thereon,  it  appeared  that 
plaintiff  did  not,  in  his  applications,  claim  to 
own  the  land,  and  that  defendant's  agent 
knew  at  the  time  the  policy  was  issued  that 
plaintiff  did  not  own  it.  Held,  that  defendant 
was  estopped  to  claim  a  forfeiture  for  breach 
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of  such  stipulation,  though  the  policy  pro- 
vided that  a  waiver  of  any  condition  thereof 
by  the  agent  should  be  indorsed  thereon. 

WilVER   BY    AGEXT. 

An  agent  of  a  company,  who  has  authority 
to  issue  and  countersign  policies,  may  strike 
out  parts  of  a  provision  in  regard  to  the  keep- 
ing of  a  set  of  books  "locked  in  a  flre-proof 
safe"  at  night,  on  objection  thei'eto  by  the 

proposed  insurer. 

o        o 
o 

BiirlUmliin  Inn.  Cii.  v.  Kcnncrln,  Arh.  .S.  C.'M  S. 
II'.  It.  15.5. 

I'AUOL    WAIVEK. 

Notice  and  pi'oof  of-  loss  can  be  waived  by 
parol,  though  the  policy  provides  that  they 
shall  be  waived  only  by  indorsement  on  the 
policy. 

LOCAL    agent's    ALTUOIUTY. 

An  agent  who  has  specific  authority  merely 
to  sign  and  issue  policies  of  Are  insurance  is 
not  authorized  to  waive  the  requirements  of 
the  policy  as  to  notice  and  proof  of  loss. 


Liv.  ct  £,011.  ,t  Ghihe  n.  Ricka:   Tc.r.  C.  ('.  A..  31 
.S.  W.  R.  34S. 

VENDOU's    LIEN. 

Insurance  was  effected  on  property  whereou 
existed  a  vendor's  lien.  At  the  time  of  the 
loss  the  lien  existed,  but  was  discharged  by 
payment  before  suit  on  the  policy  was  brought. 
Held,  that  insured,  when  he  paid  off  the  lien, 
became  "the  entire,  sole,  and  unconditional 
owner"  from  the  lime  the  deed  was  made  to 
him,  within  the  provision  of  the  policy  render- 
ing it  void,  if  the  interest  of  the  insured  be 
any  other  than  such  interest. 

SILENCE  OP    INSl'KED. 

Under  a  policy  providing  that  the  same  shall 
be  void  if  there  was  any  omission  to  make 
known  every  fact  material  to  the  risk,  where 
insured  made  no  representation  to  the  com- 
pany's agent  as  to  his  ownership  of  the  prop- 
erty, and  no  inquii'y  was  made  about  its  con- 
dition, and  the  agent  knew  from  previous  in- 
surance on  the  same  property  that  insured 
had  recently  bought  the  property,  the  omis- 
sion of  insured  to  make  known  the  existence 
of  a  vendor's  lien  does  not  prevent  his  re- 
covery for  a  loss. 

assignment. 

The  transfer  of  an  interest  in  a  policy,  after 
suit  brought  on  it,  gives  the  transferee  a 
right  to  intervene  in  such  suit. 


Knhnwciler  v.  Phenix  lax.  Cn.  V.  S.  C.  C.  .1.,  SHi 
07  F.  R.  4S3. 
akbituation. 

A  policy  contained  a  condition  that,  upon 
the  parties  failing  to  agree  upon  the  amount 
of  damage,  the  same  should  be  submitted  to 
arbitrators,  chosen  as  therein  provided,  and  a 
further  condition  that  no  suit  on  the  policy 
should  be  sustainable  until  after  an  award 
should  have  been  obtained  fixing  the  amount 
of  damage.  Held,  that  under  the  system  of 
code  pleading,  permitting  a  general  avei'ment 
of  performance  of  conditions  precedent,  the 
company,  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  non- 
performance of  this  condition,  must  set  up 
such  nonperformance  specially  in  its  answer 
to  a  suit  on  the  policy. 

Held,  further,  that  such  defense  would  be  a 
dilatory  defense,  upon  which,  if  properly 
pleaded,  judgment  could  only  be  entered  that 
the  action  abate  until  after  an  award  should 
have  been  obtained,  and  not  finally  in  defend- 
ant's favor. 

Held,  further,  that  under  the  terms  of  the 
condition,  the  insured  was  not  more  bound 
than  the  company  to  demand  an  arbitration, 
after  a  disagreement  as  to  the  amount  of 
damage;  and,  when  neither  party  demanded 
an  arbitration,  such  condition  was  to  be 
deemed  waived  by  both. 


Legal  Briefs. 

Insured  may  recover  premiums  paid  where 
the  policy  was  issued  on  application  in  which 
the  agent  wrote  ansiver  which  would  render 
it  void. — Miller  v.  Union  Cent.  Life   Ins.  Co. 

(Sup.)    112. 

A  policy  issued  by  an  agent  to  himself  as 
receiver,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  com- 
pany, is  void. — Wildberger  v.  Hartford  Fire 
Ins.  Co.  (Miss.)  282. 

An  agreement  by  a  company  after  notice  of 
breach  of  condition  to  arbitrate  the  loss  is  a 
waiver  of  such  breach. — McGonigle  v.  Agri- 
cultural Ins.  Co.  of  Watertown,  N.  Y.  (Pa.) 
626. 

Under  a  policy  providing  for  immediate  no- 
tice and  proof  of  loss,  it  is  for  the  jury  to  de- 
termine whether  four  months  was  a  reason- 
able time. — Carey  v.  Farmers'  &  Mechants' 
Ins.  Co.  (Or.)  91. 

The  requirement  of  a  policy  to  which  is  at- 
tached the  "mortgage  clause"  that  suit  shall 
be  bi-ought  within  12  months  after  loss  is 
binding  on  the  mortgagee. — American  Build- 
ing &  Loan  Ass'n  v.  Farmei-s'  Ins.  Co.  (Wash. ) 
125- 
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Notice  and  proofs  of  loss  are  waived  when 
the  company  denies  liability  on  the  fcround 
that  its  policy  was  not  in  force  when  the  loss 
occurred. — German  lus.  &  Sav.  Inst.  v.  Kline 
(Neb. )  857. 

A  company  is  chargeable  with  the  knowl- 
edge of  its  agent  that  the  property  is  vacant 
when  the  policy  issued. — Rochester  Loan  & 
Banking  Co.  v.  Liberty  Ins.  Co.  (Neb.)  877. 

Whei'e  a  company  refuses  to  pay  a  loss  on 
the  ground  that  the  policy  was  not  in  force  at 
the  date  of  fire,  formal  proofs  of  loss  are 
waived. — Same. 

Provisions  of  a  policv  that  it  shall  be  void 
if  the  insured  property  becomes  vacant,  is 
waived,  where  the  property  is  vacant  when 
the  policy  issued. — Same. 

Whether  insured  was  the  owiier  of  the 
property  at  the  time  of  the  loss,  held  to  be  a 
question  for  the  jury.— Same. 

A  companj'  is  chargeable  with  the  knowl- 
edge of  its  agent  who  issues  the  policy  as  to 
the  existence  of  other  insurance  on  the  prop- 
erty.—Home  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Hammang  (Neb.) 
8S3. 

Conditions  of  a  policv  against  other  insur- 
ance is  for  the  benefit  of  the  insurer,  and  may 
be  waived — Same. 

The  existence  of  other  insurance  of  which 
the  agent  had  notice,  does  not  of  itself  render 
the  polic.v  void,  but  only  voidable. — Same. 

The  validity  of  a  condition  in  a  policy,  re- 
quiring, as  a  condition  precedent  to  maintain- 
ing an  action  on  the  policy,  a  certificate  by  a 
magistrate  as  to  insured's  character,  financial 
standing,  and  an  opinion  as  to  whether  the 
loss  resulted  from  the  fraud  of  insured,  is 
doubtful. — Same. 

A  provision  in  a  policy  of  real  property  that 
limits  the  amount  of  the  loss  to  less  than  that 
written,  is  void. — Insurance  Co.  of  North 
America  v.  Bachler  (Neb.)  911. 

The  acceptance  by  a  mortgagor  of  a  policy 
on  his  property  providing  against  incumb- 
rances, is  not  a  representation  which  renders 
the  policy  void,  where  the  jiolicy  was  issued 
without  any  inquiry  as  to  the  condition  of  in- 
sured's title. — Same. 

To  sustain  a  finding  of  an  actual  loss  of  a 
building,  it  is  not  necessary  to  show  that  all 
the  material  of  the  building  was  actually  de- 
stroyed. — Same. 

In  an  action  on  a  policy  conditioned  on  giv- 
ing proofs  of  loss  and  notice,  a  complaint  which 
fails  to  show  service  of  notice  and  proofs  with- 
in the  limited  time  before  action  brought  is 
demurrable. — Pierson  v.  Springfield  Fire  & 
Marine  Ins.  Co.  (Del.  Super. )  966. 


A  clause  rendering  a  policy  void  if  the  prop' 
erty  is  incumbered  without  notice  to  the  com- 
pany applies  only  to  that  portion  of  the  prop- 
erty incumbered.— Alamo  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Schmitt  (Tex,  Civ.  App. )  833. 

Where  an  officer  is  shot  by  a  prisoner  while 
resisting  arrest,  the  death  is  not  caused  by 
accidental  injuries,  but  by  ■•intentional  in- 
juries inflicted  by  another,"  and  no  I'ecovery 
can  be  bad  on  an  accident  policv. — American 
Accident  Co.  of  Louisville  v.  Car.son  (Ky. ) 
S79. 

One  who  takes  a  certificate  subject  to  the 
existing  i-ules  of  a  benefit  .society  is  not  bound 
by  a  subsequent  amendment  restricting  the 
benefits  to  be  received. — Hale  v.  Equitable 
Aid  Union  (Pa.)  1066. 

Where  a  devisee  takes  property  under  a  will 
at  a  certain  price  to  be  paid  in  annual  install- 
ments, the  property  is  incumbered,  within  a 
clause  against  incumbrances.— Renninger  v. 
Dwelling- House  Ins.  Co.  (Pa.)  1083. 

Where  the  insured  accurately  describes  the 
property,  but  the  agent,  without  his  knowl- 
edge, misdescribes  it,  it  will  not  defeat  a  re- 
covery on  the  polic.v. — Dowling  v.  Merchants' 
Ins.  Co.  of  Newark  (Pa.)  1087. 

Act  April  15,  1868,  providing  that  life  insur- 
ance for  the  benefit  of  a  wife  or  children  shall 
vest  in  her  or  them,  does  not  apply  to  a  bene- 
fit certificate  providing  that,  in  case  of  the 
death  of  the  beneficiaries  before  the  death  of 
the  member,  the  benefit  shall  revert  to  the 
association. — Fisher  v.  American  Legion  of 
Honor  (Pa. )  1089. 


Union  Assurance  Society. 
In  its  one  hundred  and  eighty-first  year  the 
Union  Assurance  Society  of  London  presents 
a  statement  showing  the  possession  of  over 
*i3.542,432  assets,  of  which  4^2,649.365  is  sui-plus 
to  policyholders.  Eliminating  the  life  figures 
we  have  left  over  $5,000,000  applicable  to  the 
payment  of  flre  obligations.  The  fire  prem- 
iums of  the  Union  Assurance  last  year  was 
over  .?2, 000, 000,  and  the  loss  ratio,  55  per  cent., 
was  some  10  per  cent,  less  than  the  general 
average  for  English  fire  offices.  The  direct- 
ors, in  their  annual  report,  say:  ''The  result 
of  the  operations  of  the  society  has  been  of  a 
satisfactory  character,  and  considerable  in- 
creases have  been  made,  both  in  the  annual 
income  and  in  the  amount  of  the  accumulated 
funds."  The  income  increased  over  $605,000, 
and  the  assets  increased  over  $780,000,  last 
year.  In  the  United  States  this  great  com- 
liany  has  over  a  million  assets  invested,  half 
of   which    is    surplus.     The    business   of    the 
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Amei'ican  branch  is  iiicveasitifr  fast.  Catton, 
Bell  &  Co.,  the  general  agents  in  this  field, 
increased  the  Coast  premiums  from  .¥41,000  in 
1 891  to  §130,000  in  1801. 


The  Special  Agent  From  a  Special  Agent's 
Standpoint. 

FifOM  A  Papeh  by  Whitney  Palache,  Read 
Before  the  Fire  Undehwriteks'  Associa- 
tion OF  THE  Pacific. 

In  his  absence  from  the  immediate  super- 
vision of  his  superior  officers  and  in  the  re- 
moval of  the  restraints  which  follows  a  life  of. 
travel  spant  principally  among  strangers,  the 
special  agent  needs,  ou  his  own  account  as 
well  as  on  that  of  his  employer,  that  he  have 
moral  strength  and  courage.  His  temptation 
is  much  more  to  sins  of  omission  t^an  to  those 
of  commission.  It  is.  so  often,  easy  to  content 
one's  self  with  superficial  work,  trusting  to 
ready  pen  or  tongue  to  find  a  substitute  for 
exact  and  complete  information.  Such  slight- 
ing of  work  arises  from  many  causes  other 
than  laziness,  or  indifference.  Often  a  man  is 
fatigued  with  a  long  trip;  home  cares  seem  to 
call  him ;  he  is  impatient  for  comforts  which 
the  road  denies  him;  finally  the  duties  re- 
quired of  him  often  seem  trivial  and  unimpor- 
tant. The  cause  last  named  is,  in  the  writer's 
opinion,  the  most  potent  of  all  in  influencing  a 
man  to  skip  or  slight  the  work  which  lies 
before  him.  Only  high  purpose  and  conscien- 
tious devotion  to  duty  can  help  him  here 
His  best  guid.e  to  the  proper  conception  of  his 
duty  is  to  stop  and  ask  himself  what  he  would 
expect  of  a  man  in  similar  circumstances  if  the 
positions  of  himself  and  his  principal  were  re- 
versed. MTien  once  he  is  convinced  of  the 
proper  course,  he  is  a  weak  man  and  untrue  to 
himself  if  he  allows  himself  to  swerve  from 
the  path  which  his  conscience  tells  him  is  the 
true  one.  Let  him  not  deceive  himself  with 
sophistries  nor  disguise  to  himself  what,  in 
his  own  heart,  he  must  recognize  as  remiss- 
ness or  self-indulgence.  Self-examination  is 
often  most  useful,  and  if  one  is  not  candid  with 
himself  he  will  often  be  mislead  and  find  him- 
self unconsciously  wandering  far  from  his 
ideals.  When  the  temptation  comes  to  deceive 
others,  let  him  well  consider  whether  he  is  not 
doing  greater  violence  to  his  own  sense  of 
ri.ght  and  manhood  than  any  possible  gain  can 
compensate  him  for.  All  these  are  some  of  the 
considerations  which  must  go  to  define  integ- 
rity. 

Intelligence   is  a  broad   term  which  is  in- 
tended  to  cover   mental   qualities.     No  one 


word  can  express  these,  but  an  incident  which 
Dr.  John  Brown  relates  in  one  of  his  famous 
essays  gives  the  pith  of  the  whole  thing.  A 
famous  painter,  at  work  in  his  studio,  was 
interrupted  by  a  pupil  with  the  question: 
"With  what  do  you  mix  your  colors  to  pro- 
duce that  peculiar  effect  ?  "  Without  ceasing 
his  work  the  master  answered,  gruffly :  "  With 
brains,  sir ! "  This  is  the  material  which  must 
be  "mixed"  with  the  other  requirements  to 
achieve  success  in  any  undertaking,  great  or 
small. 

The  work  of  a  special  agent  does  not  call  for 
a  very  high  order  of  intellectuality,  but  good 
hard  common  sense,  ability  to  think  quickly 
and  comprehensively,  and  to  reach  prompt 
conclusions  are  prime  requisites.  In  compar- 
ing careers  of  different  men  one  sees  that 
diligent  and  conscientious  work  often  falls 
short  of  the  highest  reward  because  of  the 
absence  of  the  element  which  the  painter  so 
tersely  styled  "bi'ains."  Upon  the  manager 
rests  a  heavy  responsibility  in  this  very  con- 
nection. Too  often  the  special  agent  is  left 
with  too  little  discretion.  He  is  treated  as  a 
machine  to  be  operated  by  the  will  of  his  em- 
ployer, and  not  as  a  trusted  officer  to  act  as  his 
best  judgment  dictates.-  The  manager'  can 
not  expect  to  have  thoughtful,  intelligent 
work  done  unless  he  leaves  some  scope  for  in- 
dependent thought  and  action.  His  aim  should 
be  to  make  the  special  agent  think  fur  himself. 
The  occasion  is  sure  to  arise  when  prompt, 
decisive  action  is  necessary,  and  delay  or  hes- 
itation forfeits  an  opportunity.  No  time  is 
given  for  consultation  with  nor  reference  to 
superiors,  and  a  man  cannot  properly  meet  an 
emergency  of  this  kind  unless  his  previous 
training  and  habit  of  mind  make  him  not  only 
able  and  willing  but  free  to  act  on  his  own 
responsibility. 

The  interests  of  the  manager  and  the  special 
agent  are  closely  allied,  and  It  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  there  should  be  the  most  com- 
plete mutual  confidence  and  respect.  The  best 
results  certainly  cannot  be  obtained  when  they 
treat  each  other  "at  arm's  length"  and  are 
not  fully  prepared  to  assist  and  support  each 
other.  There  can  be  no  more  unfortunate  con- 
dition of  affairs  than  for  a  special  agent  to  be 
visiting  his  agents  with  either  apologies  foror 
complaints  against  his  principal.  Hardly  less 
deplorable  is  it  to  see  a  special  agent  laying 
out  certain  lines  of  work  for  his  appointees 
and  having  his  plans  all  upset  by  contrary 
instructions  from  the  home  office.  In  either 
case  both  the  office  and  Its  traveling  repre- 
sentative   lose  dignity   in   the    eyes  of    the 
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agents,  who  are  kept  in  a  constant  state  of 
uncertain tj-  as  to  the  wishes  of  their  principals 
and  can  have  little  satisfaction  in  conferences 
with  a  special  who  is  so  plainly  out  of  harmony 
with  the  office  he  represents.  When  a  special 
agent  is  perfectly  sure  of  the  support  aud  un- 
wavering' hacking  of  his  principal,  he  works 
with  a  sense  of  assurance  and  coufldence  that 
in  itself  is  an  element  of  strength.  If  the 
manager  is  not  prepared  to  give  his  special 
the  fullest  degree  of  coniideuce  he  either  has 
selected  the  wrong  man  or  he  puts  the  position 
on  a  very  low  plane  and  makes  it  a  cheap  and 
irresix)nsible  oflice. 

The  traveling  representative  of  a  company 
should  reflect,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  the  char- 
acter of  his  principal  aud  the  methods  and 
habits  of  his  office.  His  influence  is  largely  a 
personal  one  with  the  agents  he  visits,  but  it 
does  not  become  a  permanent,  forceful  thing 
unless  it  bears  with  it  some  sense  of  his 
authority  and  a  recognition  of  the  real  power 
supporting  him.  This  influence  cannot  be  ex- 
erted unless  the  special  agent,  on  the  other 
hand,  also  recognizes  and  sustains  the  dignity 
that  should  properly  belong  to  his  office  and 
his  powers.  Unless  he  respects  his  position 
he  can  not  commaud  respect  for  it  from  others. 

As  the  special  agent  should  reflect  to  the 
a.gents  the  management  he  represents,  so  he 
should  be  able  to  present  the  agents  to  the 
view  of  his  principal.  To  do  this  he  must  Isnnw 
his  men.  This  knowledge  is  not  to  be  gained 
hj  mere  sociability  and  friendliness.  It  re- 
quires study  and  thought.  In  order  that  the 
manager  may  deal  intelligently  with  his  vari- 
ous agents,  he  must  know  them  individually 
and  for  this  knowledge  he  must  depend  prin- 
cipally upon  his  special  agent.  He  can  judge 
to  some  extent  from  the  general  tone  of  the 
correspondence  and  the  work  submitted  by  the 
agent,  but  information  as  to  his  capabilities, 
habits  and  temperament  is  also  important  and 
can  be  gained  only  by  personal  contact  with 
the  man.  This,  then,  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant duties  of  the  special  agent,  and  to 
achieve  success  in  this  line  of  work  it  is  neces- 
sary that  his  be  a  strong  personality.  In  order 
to  rcccioc  impressions  he  must  make  impres- 
sions, and  from  contact  with  a  man  carry  away 
a  distinct  presentment  at  the  same  time,  leav- 
ing his  own  imprint  upon  the  mind  of  the 
other. 


tree  And  that  it  pays  them  to  read  everything 
bearing  upim  their  business. — Business. 


The  Lancashire  Insurance  Company. 

After  considerable  fluctuations  the  bu.siness 
of  the  Lancashire  has  settled  down  into  a 
stride  of  uninterrupted  prosperity.  The  fire 
premium  income  of  three-quarters  of  a  million 
sterling,  when  the  losses  and  expenses  are 
deducted,  shows  a  sul^)lus  of  nearly  £31,000. 
This,  bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that  the  inter- 
est is  not  carried  into  the  fire  account,  is  vei\v 
satisfactory  indeed.  Fire  insurance  has  been 
passing  through  troublous  times,  and,  judging 
by  the  goings  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  these 
troublous  times  may  return;  but  the  accounts 
aud  business  of  the  Lancashire  are  in  an  un- 
doubtedly healthy  and  prosperous  condition. 
The  jiremium  income  has  been  revised  and  re- 
duced, always  a  good  sign,  subject  to  the  rates 
not  being  cut.  We  doubt  very  much  if  this 
process  is  practised  uuder  the  regime  of  Mr. 
Digby  Johnson,  and  we  look  forward  to  the 
future  progress  of  the  Lancashire  in  its  fire 
branch  with  most  complete  coufldence.  £50,- 
000  has  been  added  to  the  fire  reserves,  which 
now  amount  to  t'218,000,  the  paid-up  sharehold- 
ers' capital  amounts  to  £272,986,  and  the  Life 
Assurance  fund,  to  t'961,256.  The  profit  and 
loss  account  carried  forward  a  larger  balance 
than  at  the  end  of  last  year,  but  the  most  im- 
[xjrtant  feature  of  the  business  of  the  Lanca- 
shire was  referred  to  in  the  speech  of  Mr.  J. 
Aspell  (Middleton).  That  gentleman  pointed 
out  that  prior  to  the  advent  to  power  of  Mr. 
Digby  Johnson,  the  net  result  for  ten  years  of 
handling  some  seven  millions  sterling  prem- 
iums was  to  deplete  the  reserves  of  the  com- 
pany by  something  like  £125,000.  As  a  con- 
trast to  this,  a  surplus  is  shown  on  last  year's 
work  in  the  fire  branch  alone  of  nearly  £31,- 
600,  a  monumental  record  of  the  work  during 
the  short  period  in  which  Mr.  Digby  Johnson 
has  been  in  command. — The  Review.  Loudon. 

As  announced  in  these  columns  last  month, 
the  Lancashire  has  created  a  Pacific  Coast 
department,  aud  Messrs.  MannA  Wilson  have 
been  appointed  managers. 


It  is  quite  possible  that  a  man  may  be  a 
very  successful  agent,  although  he  may  never 
read  an  insurance  journal  from  one  year's  end 
to  the  other.    But  the  men  at  the  top  of  the 


One  day  a  telegraph  boy  brought  a  dispatch 
from  a  remote  region,  reading,  "Large  losses 
here  cause  general  congratulations ;  your  office 
has  twelve  thousand  total."  Well,  I  thought 
that,  is  candid,  to  say  the  least.  I  know  times 
are'hard  and  business  dull;  I  also  have  a  feel- 
ing of  uneasiness  about  incendiari.sm,  and  from 
the  tone  of  the  agent's  letters  heretofore  I 
somehow  felt  lack  of  confidence,  but  this  bare- 
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faced  exultation  over  the  prospect  of  a  cash 
sale  to  insurance  companies  is  caiT.ving  bad 
practices  quite  too  far.  It  transpired  in  due 
time  that  an  error  had  been  made  in  ti'ausmit- 
tiner  the  message  which  was  intended  to" read, 
"  Lai'ge  losses  here  cause  general  conflagra- 
tion," etc. — Knapsack. 


"  Freights  and  Charges." 

Eililor  The  Coast  Heeieir: 

I  am  plea.sed  that  J.  L.  Fuller,  who  is  one 
of  the  best  flgurers  on  the  road,  agrees  with 
me  on  freights  and  charges  in  book  losses,  as 
shown  by  his  article  in  Coast  Revnew  June 
number,  page  222,  in  which  his  examples  In 
and  2a  agree,  figure  for  figure,  with  mine  in 
May  number,  with  the  small  exception  of  ap- 
plying profits  to  sales  in  example  In.  in  which 
he  uses  the  profit  on  cost,  with  frei.ght  added, 
viz. :  8.173  per  cent,  instead  of  profit  on  cost, 
viz. :  i2i._,  per  cent,  as  used  by  me.  He  leaves 
the  freight  in  w'ith  the  net  sales,  instead  of 
charging  it  back,  as  in  my  example;  but  as 
either  method  gives  the  sales  with  freight 
added,  $24,960,  it  is  only  a  question  as  to 
which  method  is  most  readil.v  understood  by 
adjuster  and  claimant.  I  do  not  fully  agree 
with  him,  when  he  says,  "while  Mr.  Sexton, 
taking  the  other  position,  necessarily  as- 
sumes that  the  §40,000  worth  of  merchandise 
saved  is  at  tnvuice  value"  that  I  assumed  any- 
thing of  the  sort.  I  used  that  .^40,000  in  each 
example  exactly  as  he  does,  applied  it  in  re- 
ducing the  loss;  and  that  there  could  be  no 
misunderstanding  as  to  my  views  on  that 
item  I  stated  (page  181)  :  "The  item  mer- 
chandise saved,  w'orth  $40,000,  does  not  repre- 
sent $40,000  worth  of  merchandise  at  cost  and 
freight,  but  is  the  cash  value  of  the  stock 
saved  and  figures  as  that  much  cash  in  reduc- 
.ing  the  loss,"  I  uudei-stood  then,  and  do  not 
find  any  reason  for  changiu.g  my  mind,  that 
this  -^40,000  was  the  cash  value  in  its  damaged 
or  depleted  condition,  of  the  $47,840  worth  of 
merchandise,  at  cost  and  freight,  in  the  store 
at  the  time  of  the  fire. 

I  fully  agree  with  friend  Fuller  that  by 
using  a  profit  of  17  per  cent,  one  of  the  Gris- 
wold's  statements  can  be  figured  out,  as  cor- 
rect, but  as  my  object  in  bringing  this  subject 
forward,  was  not  to  deny  that  the  learned 
author,  when  he  said  I2V^  per  cent,  profit  in 
his  example  "freight  in,"  and  repeated  it 
12^-2  per  cent,  in  his  example  "freight  out," 
did  not  mean  8.173+  P^i'  cent,  or  17  per  cent., 
or  when  he  used  the  word  "cost"  when  he 
said  "merchandise   per  inventory   cost    $45,- 


000,"  in  his  examples  1  and  2;  and  refex'red  to 
"result  of  sales  to  date  of  fire,  less  profit  i2jj 
percent."  as  cost  of  goods  sold,  $24,000,  that 
he  did  not  mean  at  "cost  and  freight;"  or 
when  he  said  "merchandise  .saved,  worth 
$40,000,  he  did  not  intend  to- say  at  "cofet  and 
freight"  or  at  "invoice  cost,"  but  my  object 
was  to  call  attention  to  the  necessity  of  being 
explicit  in  setting  out  the  basis  of  the  profit 
item,  in  making  up  statements,  and  to  be  par- 
ticular in  ascertaining  whether  the  per  cent, 
of  profit,  as  claimed  by  assured,  is  based  on 
the  invoice  cost,  or  on  cost  with  freight  added. 
I  also  tried  to  show  that  a  statement  made  up 
with  freight  in  and  then  charging  back  to 
claimant  the  freight  on  stock  sold,  taken  for 
family  use  or  saved  in  a  sound  condition,  can 
be  more  readily  understood  by  claimant  than 
by  leaving  freight  out,  and  while  latter  form 
will  give  same  result  as  former,  I  prefer  the 
former,  as  by  it  he  can  see  that  all  freight 
paid  by  him  is  accounted  for. 

The  discrepancy  in  the  Griswold  forips  was 
taken  by  me  as  a  text,  and  his  figures  were 
used  in  the  examples,  as  set  forth,  and  if  tak- 
ing this  data  as  a  basis,  my  statements  are 
incorrect,  or  if  these  methods  of  making  up  a 
statement  can  be  improved  on,  so  as  to  get  a 
fairer  settlement  of,  or  a  clearer  idea  of  the 
loss,  I  will  be  only  too  glad  to  appropriate  such 
improvement.  But  argument  as  to  what  the 
leai-ned  author  meant  by  his  figures  will  be  of 
no  benefit,  and  as  w-e  are  at  liberty  to  con- 
strue the  figures  and  percentages,  each  to 
suit  his  own  ideas,  there  need  be  no  time 

wasted  in  that  line. 

Wm.  Sexton. 


Black-Listed  for  Non-payment  of  Premium. 
The  case  of  O.  J.  H.  Swift  vs.  the  United 
Firenians  Insurance  Co.,  to  recover  $20,000 
for  alleged  damages,  was  non-suited  in  the 
superior  court  in  Tacoma  last  month.  A  pol- 
icy in  the  United  Firemens,  written  in  the 
name  of  Swift,  w-as  cancelled  for  non-payment 
of  premium,  and  Swift  was  "black-listed"  by 
the  P.  I.  U.  Hence  the  suit.  The  court  held 
that  the  circulars  sent  out  to  agents  in 
Tacoma  by  the  P.  I.  U.,  advising  them  that 
Swift's  policy  had  been  cancelled  for  non-pay- 
ment and  that  he  was  therefore  ineligible  for 
insurance,  were  not  libelous  per  sc,  and  there- 
fore the  plaintiff  must  allege  specific  damage ; 
and  that  Swifts'  complaint,  alleging  general 
damages,  was  not  sufficient  to  constitute  a 
cause  of  action. 


Merchant  Prince  Wauamaker   of  Philadcl 
phia  now  carries  $2,000,000  life  insurance. 


The  Coast  T^ei^ieiv. 
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Business. 


ComftanUs. 


1S59  - 
iSSo. 
1861. 
1862. 
1S63. 
1S64. 
lS6s. 
1S66. 
1867. 
1S68. 
1S69. 
1870. 
1871  . 
1872. 
1873- 
1874. 
1875  ■ 
1876. 
1877. 
1878. 
1879. 
18S0. 
i3Si. 
1SS2. 
18S3. 
18S4. 
18S5. 
I3S6. 
1SS7. 


18S9. 
1S90. 
1891  . 


Totals.  \T,  years 


14 

120.636,085 

17 

24.n5.68- 

17 

26,670,397 

iS 

30.123.332 

22 

37,838,190 

27 

49,027,297 

V 

64,232,123 

39 

91.5*7,028 

43 

125.548.951 

55 

175,262,330 

70 

229.097.425 

7« 

269,520,441 

68 

302,558,199 

59 

335,l68„S43 

56 

360,140,684 

50 

387,281,807 

45 

403,142,982 

38 

407.406,333 

34 

396,420,591 

34 

404,079,145 

34 

411,353.355 

34 

428,332.871 

30 

429.534.655 

30 

449,602,347 

29 

471,805,920 

29 

491,487,719 

29 

523,664.678 

29 

560,125,360 

29 

595.679.478 

29 

641,747.870 

30 

696,943,722 

30 

753.228,759 

29 

819,402,852 

$15,464,936 

17.159.873 

18,278,402 
23.79"  .459 
28,655.154 
34,718.231 
46,341.499 
65,588,523 
88.597,422 
135,806.958 
180,932,859 
221,160,702 
254.55'. 781 
2SS,327,lo7 
311,550,928 
328.392.552 
342.330,253 
346.279.780 
334.816,403 
339,585.627 
341,762,74s 
355.805.939 
356,997.194 
372.850,956 
391.507,827 
409.676,52s 
430.915. 191 
458,862,932 
523.251.812 
562,390,842 
610.198,695 
664.489.398 
723.045.9!5 


Surplus. 


S5.071.149 
6.95S.814 
8,39' ,995 
6,33'.873 
9173.036 
14.309.066 
17,890,624 
25.998.605 
36.951,529 
39.455.372 
43,164,566 
48,359.739 
48,006,418 
46,841,436 
48.589.756 
58,889.345 
60,812,029 
61,126,553 
61,604,098 
64,493,518 
69,590,610 
72,526,932 
72,537,460 
76.751.391 
80,298,093 
81,811,191 
92,749.486 
101,262,427 
*72,427,666 
79.357.028 
86,745,026 
88.739,362 
96,356,907 


ExfemiHurcs. 


$5,230,445 
5.998,144 
6,292.416 
7,440,491 
10,624,986 
10,163,138 
24,887,020 
40,375,666 
56h»Si,997 
77,382,158 

98,507,319 
105,026,148 
113,490,562 
117,306,029 
118,396,502 
115.730,714 
108,645,084 
96.3.-)8.583 
86,162,144 

80,462,999  ; 
77,700,403  I 
77,403,445 
79,820.513 
85,070,134 
92,562,763 
96,974,376 
105.527.S64 
116,961,315 
130,657,525 
147,024,431 
168,184,699 
187,424,959 
201,931,4:5 


$2,634,143 
2.908.9^ 
3,638,481 
3,759,153 
5,764.043 
7,021,649 
10.595.355 
17,176,666 

26,325,213 
40,959,021 
54.471.576 
63,876,840 
77,536,280 
78,207,257 
84,501,446 
81,232,333 
79,082,466 
76,618,183 

74,.i37,324 
72.128,070 
68,858,363 
66,317,859 
65,484,687 
66,242,344 
71.743,588 
76,632,098 
80,259,549 
82,319,096 
93.447,289 
103.369.145 
114.503.359 
126,653,529 
135.792,048 


S2,8,s8.209..397  I  f2.oi5.297,389 


—•Four  per  cent,  basis.  bcr:innm^  with  the  year  1887. 


Companies. 


1859  ■  - 
i860. 

1861.  . 

1862.  . 
1863.. 
1864.  . 
1S65.. 
1S66.  . 
1867.. 

1868.  . 

1869.  . 

1870 .  . 
1871  .  . 
1872 .  . 
1873.. 

1874 .  . 

1875 .  • 

1876 .  . 

1877 .  . 
187S .  . 
1879.. 
1880.. 
1881.  . 
18S2.  . 


1884. 
188s. 
1886. 
18S7. 
1888. 


1890. 

1891. 


17 
18 


43 
55 
70 
71 
68 
59 
.56 
50 
45 
38 
34 
34 
34 
34 
30 
30 
29 
29 
29 
29 
29 
29 
30 


Account  ziK^k  PolicyJzoldirs. 


Recrhtd  frotn 
PreiHtuius. 


Totals,  33  years 


$3,970,125 
4,770,346 
4.913.391 
5,742,448 
S..503,969 
13.181,974 
21,598,317 
35,825,006 
.50,385,146 
67,835,325 
86,053,155 
90,298,266 
96,710,877 
96,602.683 
96.000,089 
89.434.996 
83.788.511 
72,056,698 
62,933,690 
57.236,335 
53.728,055 
53.972,388 
56,379,248 
6o,.504,274 
67,322,119 
72,016,264 
78,513.171 
88,726,914 
100,584,162 
114.359.529 
133,162,864 

149.553.949 
162,624,444 


Losses,  Etuicnv-  ^Lapsed,  Surren-  Dizn.'fer.tis  io^     Total  Pry- 
iiients  and  An    dered  and  Pur-  Poticy-luid^        nients  to 
HuiiUs.  c/uised  Policies.  I         ers.  Policy'k^i.Urs. 


$1,310,616 
1,360,000 
l.474io05 
1,705.610 
2.305,892 
3.136,659 
4,125.442 
6.428,472 
S.253.003 
11.058,686 
15,692.831 
19.522,712 
28,773.041 
25.672,380 
27,232.435 
25.797.660 
27.174.631 
25.567.850 
26,103,286 
29.153.226 
31,684,522 
30,032.174 
31.068,144 
29,826,874 
33,894,306 
35,602,544 
38,624,822 
38,276,390 
42,827,054 
48,569,964 
53,081,834 
,58,608,615 
62,731,496 


$129,4.50 

243.954 

6'i5.34l 

468,235 

361,830 

407,754 

691,382 

1,226,856 

2,067,782 

3.762.735 

5.148,900 

9,616,988 

13,263,390 

13.922009 

16.66^,594 

22.453.955 
20,414,574 
21.354.376 
'9.152.318 
17,095,994 
12,207,823 
9,923,026 
8.947.3.54 
9.255.077 
8.837,857 
9.503,530 
9,630,269 
9.433.378 
10,413,879 
11.234.569 
12,240,142 
13,827,225 
16,230,891 


$■2,239,289,728     I    $527,677,376 


$310,349.437 


$416,724 

497,848 

637.522 

627,574 

1,031,939 

1,036,912 

1,475,212 

2.532.477 

6,183,624 

11,707,663 

15.733,862 

15.809,557 

14.624,608 

20,077,999 

22,938,235 

16,617,018 

17,900,605 

16.187,128 

15.397,370 

14.637.449 

13.479.613 

13.171.992 

12,579,151 

13.555,105 

13,417.464 

13.043498 

12,963,660 

13,218,286 

14,852,624 

14,324,827 

13.951.690 

14.271,500 

13,991,225 


$1,856,790 

2, 10!  ,802 
2.776,858 
2. 801.419 
3.699.661 
4-581,523 
6,292,036 
10,187,805 
16,504,409 
27,529,084 
36.575,593 
44.949.257 
56,661,0.39 
59,672,388 
66,840,264 
64,868,833 
65,489,810 
63,109,354 
60,652,974 
60,886,669 
57,371.958 
53.127.192 
52,144.649 
52,637,056 
56,149,627 
58,149.572 
61,218,751 
60,928,054 
68,093,557 
74,129.360 
79.273.666 
86.707,340 
92,953.612 


$372,801,061     $1,509,921,824 
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Cojitpanics. 

Policks  in  force. 

Policies  Issued. 

Miscetlancous. 

Year. 

^ 

Ainontit  of 
Iftstiratue. 

Income  from 

Ta.rcs,  Com. 

Dividcmis 

No. 

InsitriifU'c. 

No. 

Investments^ 
etc. 

missions 
and  other  . 

Capita.'. 

to  Stock. 

Expenses. 

holders. 

i8:,9 

14 

49,608 

$141,497,978 

9,261 

$30,058,408 

$1 ,260,320 

1763,237 

$1,575,000 

lH.113 

1S60 

17 

55,04b 

163,703,455 

12,639 

35,589,934 

1,227,798 

744,801 

2.121,200 

62,336 

1S6I 

17 

57,202 

164,250,052 

9.563 

24,978,444 

1.379,025 

792,100 

2.118,000 

69,537 

1862 

18 

64.252 

183,962,577 

17,430 

43.471,429 

1,698,043 

871,867 

2.310,000 

85.879 

IS63 

22 

98,095 

267,658,677 

35,224 

89,812,093 

2,121,017 

1,935,011 

2.653,500 

129,312 

1S64 

27 

146,729 

395,703,058 

59,198 

I55,803..897 

2,981,164 

2,299,142 

3,134,200 

141,182 

186s 

30 

209,:92 

580,882,253 

86,261 

245,427,057 

3.288,703 

4,025,619 

3,498.200 

577,700 

1866 

39 

305,390 

805,105,877 

134,300 

404,5'o,474 

4,550,660 

6,770,335 

4,790,600 

218,526 

1867 

43 

401,140 

1,161,729,776 

158,605 

471,611,744 

6,096,851 

9,480,443 

4,577,600 

340,361 

IS6S 

55 

537.594 

1,528,984,685 

201,922 

"  579,657,371 

9.546,833 

13,789.689 

8,387,76,'l 

640,248 

1869 

70 

656,572 

1,836,617,819 

231,269 

614,762,420 

12,454,164 

17.278.478 

9.876,364 

617,505 

1870 

"I 

747.807 

2,023,884,955 

237,180 

587,863,236 

14.727.882 

18,349.431 

10,519,484 

578,152 

1871 

68 

785.360 

2,101,461,834 

209,753 

488,655,022 

16,779,685 

20,242,707 

10,898,359 

632,564 

IS72 

5? 

804.444 

2,114,742,591 

201,366 

489.924,857 

20,703.346 

18,006,861 

9,667,416 

528,008 

J873 

56 

Si7,o8j 

2,086,027,178 

199,050 

465,614,001 

22,396.413 

17,208,206 

9.313,456 

452,976 

J  874 

50 

799.534 

1,997,236,230 

144,783 

351,803,670 

26,297,518 

15,986,881 

7,277,000 

376,619 

187s 

45 

774,625 

1.922,043,146 

133,095 

299,276,337 

24,856,773 

14,128,594 

5,746,700 

364,062 

18-6 

38 

706,179 

J. 735.995.190 

99.036 

232,665,489 

24,301,885 

13,174,419 

5,176,500 

334,410 

1877 

34 

633,096 

1.556,105,323 

81,909 

178,283,617 

23,228,454 

13,327.565 

4,866,500 

356,785 

1S78 

34 

612,843 

1,480,921,223 

67,040 

156,501,129 

23,226,664 

30,992,051 

4,950,500 

249,350 

1879 

34 

595.486 

1,439,961,165 

67,399 

167,865,390 

23.972,348 

11,208,133 

5,162,900 

278,272 

IS80 

34 

608,681 

1.475.994.672 

72,267 

148,596,335 

23,431.057 

12,951,312 

5,100,500 

339.355 

I88I 

30 

627,385 

1.540,089,680 

80,929 

222,282,483 

23.441.265 

13,089,414 

3,050,500 

,    250,624 

ISS2 

29 

661,458 

1,637,648,872 

91.945 

257,517,216 

24.565.860 

13,338,788 

3,534.087 

266,500 

1883 

29 

705,659 

1.763.730,015 

110,302 

308,064,893 

25,240,644 

15,295,264 

4,290,500 

298,697 

I8S4 

29 

750.713 

1,870,745,521 

127,965 

321,310,170 

24,958,112 

18,153.435 

4,290,500 

329,091 

l88s 

29 

814,691 

2,023,517,488 

156,214 

378,214,523 

27,014,693 

19.040.797 

4,295,500 

325,531 

1SS6 

29 

848,481 

2,222,413,050 

151,102 

448,514,242 

28,234,401 

21,066,540 

4,290,500 

324,501 

1887 

29 

929.853 

2,474..507,l2o 

174,675 

531,170,783 

30.073,563 

25,031,100 

4.558.S00 

322,632 

1 888 

29 

1.021,631 

2,761,577,12s 

204,365 

631,731,701 

32,669,902 

28,905,8,77 

4.558.500 

3^3.906 

1889 

30 

1.139.S94 

3,144,677,311 

249,297 

786,096,741 

35,021,835 

34,898,166 

5,108,500 

331.525 

1S90 

30 

1,272.895 

3.542,955,751 

285.797 

880,711,283 

37,871,009 

37,871,009 

5,099.550 

329.407 

1891 

29 
33  ypars  . 

1,400,007 

3,861,584,383 

323.453 

928,256,338 

39,306,980 

42,350,371 

6,040,500 

488,062 

Totals, 

4,423.574 

Jii,9.56,796,727 

$493,267,643 

1  10,687,721 

TuE  Electhic  Hazakd. — A  study  of  the 
second  essential  to  safety,  or  that  requiring 
tlie  placing  of  interior  circuits  so  that  the  cur- 
rent carried  is  prevented  from  leaviug  its 
proper  circuit,  leads  the  mind  through  a  similar 
course  of  reasoning.  This  essential  requires 
the  use  of  such  materials  and  workmanship  as 
will  preserve  each  circuit  free  and  independ- 
ent from  every  other  circuit ;  or,  in  yet  simpler 
■  words,  circuits  must  be  physically  and  elec- 
trically separated  each  from  the  other.  The 
term  "physical  separation"  is  self-explana- 
tory, and  to  accomplish  which  is  a  matter  of 
oi'dinary  mechanical  work  that  any  one  may 
execute;  but  the  term  "electrical  separa- 
tion" expresses  quite  a  different  condition. 
Two  nails  driven  into  a  wooden  beam  ten 
inches  apart  are  physically  separated,  but  it 
does  not  follow  that  the  nails  will  be  elec- 
trically separated.  The  beam  may  be  well 
seasoned  and  dry;  in  which  event  the  nails 
may  be  electrically  apart,  or  if  it  be  perfectly 
drj'  in  its  normal  condition,  a  warm  gust  of  air 
or  an  atmospheric  change  may  precipitate  a 
film  of  condensation  that  would  reach  from 
nail  to  nail,  and  which  would  at  once  render 


them  in  electrical  connection.  Or,  again,  the 
wooden  beam  may  be  unseasoned,  or  it  may 
be  wet  from  local  conditions,  or  its  pores  may 
have  absorbed  moisture  even  from  the  atmos- 
phere, which  in  either  event  would  destroy 
the  electrical  separation  of  the  nails  by  estab- 
lishing ajiath,  along  which  current  could  travel 
between  them.  Naturally  this  path,  being, 
so  to  speak,  new  and  untrodden,  will  be  ajxior 
one;  or,  in  electrical  terms,  it  will  constitute 
a  high  resistance  "leakage,"  and  if  current 
be  made  to  iiow  from  nail  to  nail,  once  more 
the  irresistible  electric  cable  encounters  re- 
sistance, frictional  heat  is  generated  and  the 
wood  is  ignited.  Clearly,  then,  the  physical 
separation  of  electric  circuits  does  not  form 
adequate  protection.  Nevertheless  it  is  nec- 
essary.—Geo.  P.  Low. 


A  thousand  and  more  local  agents  on  the  Coast 
have  indorsed  the  Otey  Manual.  The  sales  are  in- 
creasing. No  local  agent  should  be  content  to  do 
without  a  copy,  no  matter  how  long  he  has  been  a 
local  agent.  11  you  are  in  doubt,  write  to  your  man 
ager  and  ask  his  opinion. 

liHmnem  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  the  Pub- 
lisher. 
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American  Life  Insnrance  Companies'  Aggregate  Figures.    Tliirty-six  Years'  Totals— 1860-1894. 
Compiled  by  the  Coast  Review  fhu.m  St.\tements  Filed  with  New  Yokk  iNSUH.iNCE  Depaut.ment 


Coin/'ftni'i-s. 

Resources. 

Business. 

Vear. 

Assets. 

Liabilities. 

Sur/>his. 

income. 

Expenditures 

I86u 

1870  . 
1880  . 

1890  . 

1891  .    .    . 
1892+ 

1893 

1894  •               

17 
-I 
31 
30 
29 
31 
32 

24,115,687 
269,520,441 
428.332.S71 
753.228,759 

8  [9,  (02,852 

9  '3-734-537 
971,857,224 

1.056,331,683 

17.159-873 
221,160,702 
355.805.939 
661,489  398 
723,045,915 
789,674.017 
855.308,038 
916,591,138 

6.955.814 

48,359.739 

72,526,932 

'88,739.362 

96,356,907 

114,060,520 

116,549,186 

139.740,545 

5.998,144 
I05.u26,l48 
77.403.445 
187,424,9,9 
201,931,425 
223,024.998 
236,683,203 
2^6.624.477 

2,908,9.56 
63,876,840 
66,317,839 
126,653,529 
135-792,048 
152,890,333 
166.540,314 
177.863,333 

Totals,  36  years  . 

»3.574.542.077 

$2,512,591,360 

—"Four  per  cent,  basis,  beginning  with  the  year  1887. 

— ti892  and  1893  and  1891  figures  include  the  assets,  liabilities  aad  surplus  of  industrial  companies. 


. 

Companies. 

Account 

with  Policyholders. 

Received  from 

Losses.    Endow- 

Lapsed, Surren- 

Di7>ide»ds 

Total  Pay- 

ments  and  An- 

dered and  Pur- 

to Policy- 

fitents to 

Premiums. 

nuities  Paid. 

chased  Policies. 

holders. 

Policyholders. 

i860  .  . 

17 

4.770.346 

1.360.000 

2439)4 

497.848 

2,IOI,S02 

1870  .  . 

71 

90,298.266 

19,522,712 

9,616,988 

15,81-9.557 

44,949.257 

I8S0 . 

34 

53.972.388 

30,032,174 

9  923,026 

13.171,992 

53.127,192 

1890 . 

30 

1 19-553-949 

58,6^8.615 

13,827,225 

14,271.500 

86,707,340 

1891  .  . 

29 

162.624,444 

62,731, -96 

16,230.891 

13,991,225 

92,953,612 

1892 1 

31 

180.608. 156 

72,576,866 

15.658.709 

14,386,195 

102,621,820 

1893 

32 

192.706.839 

75  9113,820 

19839,41s 

14.823.176 

110,566,414 

1894 

?5 

205,132,044 

78,313.162 

23,164,107 

14.577.455 

116,054,724 

lis,  36  years 
Companies. 

1 

Tot 

*2,8l7,734.767_ 

$l,C5t,47l,224 

$369,611,721 

$416  678,787 

$1,839,164,782 

Policies  in  Force. 

Policies  Issued. 

Miscellaneous. 

Year. 

Di-'i- 

Amount  of 

Income  from 

missions 

No. 

Insurance. 

No. 

Insurance. 

InTCstments. 
etc. 

and  other 
Expenses. 

Capital. 

Stoci- 
holders. 

i860 

11 

56,046 

■63,703.453 

12,639 

•^5.589  934 

$1,227,798 

$744,801 

$2,121,200 

J62.336 

1870 

71 

747,807 

2,023.884.955 

237. iSo         587,863,236 

14,727,882 

18,349,431 

10,519,184 

578,132 

18S0 

34 

608.681 

1.475.994.672 

72,267         148,596,335 

23.43',o57 

12,951.312 

5,100.300 

339  355 

1890 

30 

1,272,895 

3.,542.935.75l 

285,797         880,711,283 

37,.87l,oi9 

37.8-l,ou9 

5.f 99.550 

329-407 

1S91 

29 

1,400,007 

3.861.5S4.3S3 

323.433         928,256,338 

39,3r6.9So 

42,350„17l 

6,040.500 

488,062 

1892 

31 

1-534. 241 

4,201,619  793 

348,5801        947,804-283 

42,416,841 

49.665,728 

7.407,700 

602,782 

1893 

32 

1,671,039 

4,5ll,o36,.55o 

39S,9j6,     1,052,403,648 

43  976.366 

55.205,335 

8,570,500 

768.502 

1894 

33 
36  years    . 

1,780,307 

4.657-583.046 

396.S43J        985.520,033 

51,492,433 

61,073.545 

8,970,500 

735,062 

Totals, 

5.,567.953 

$ 

4.942,524.691 

.t659.2 

14.2,51 

>2,79t,'27 

Rhode  Island  Fire  DepARTMENr.— There  was  a 
$9  tire  and  an  $89[  water  damage  loss  in  Bristol, 
R.  I.,  thus  wise:  The  town  has  three  volunteer 
fire  companies,  and  the  one  that  plays  a  stream 
first  takes  the  jackpot  prize,  though  it  play  the 
deuce.  There  was  a  tiny  blaze  in  a  millinery  store. 
Company  i  arrived  first,  and  turned  on  the  hose, 
though  the  blaze  could  have  been  extinguished 
with  a  bucket  of  water.  Out  went  the  tire,  but  the 
firemen  stayed  and  played  on.  Company  2  came  and 
going  to  the  back  door  soon  had  another  stream  at 
work,  thus  earning  second  prize.  The  back  door 
being  exactly  opposite  the  front  door,  where  Com- 
pany I  were  engaged,  the  stream  pumped  by  Com- 
pany 2  splashed  into  the  faces  of  the  members  of 
the  former.    Company  i  at  the  front  resented  this 


seeming  affront,  and  directed  their  stream  into  the 
faces  of  Company  2  at  the  back.  Instantly  there 
was  a  pitched  battle  between  the  two.  The  fire- 
men yelled  and  the  spectators  applauded.  The 
water  poured  down  the  front  and  back  steps  in  tor- 
rents, and  carried  with  it  ducks  of  bonnets  and 
lovely  hats  and  feathers  and  ribbons.  Under  the 
circumstances  the  Westchester  Insurance  Com- 
pany very  properly  claims  that  the  town  of  Bristol 
should  indemnify  it  in  the  sum  of  $900  paid  the 
milliner  for  the  volunteer  firemen's  sport.  The 
town  council  is  considering  a  proposition  to  pay 
the  Westchester  something. 


The  fire  premiimi  income  of  the  Guardian  of  Lon- 
don fell  off  nearly  $6oo.oco  last  year. 
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United  States  Easiness  of   Casualty   Companies. 

Siin  Francisco.  Juue  25,  1S95. 
Edilov  The  Cons/  Iffrietr: 

Dear  Sir:  An  article  appearing  in  a  late 
n'jml>er  of  the  "  Adjuster,"  as  to  the  state- 
ments of  "The  United  States  Business  of 
Casualty  Companies,''  shows  an  unfairness  of 
criticism  which  ought  not  to  be  passed  by. 
For  instance,  the  comparison  between  the  Fi- 
delity &  Casualty  Co.'s  statement,  showing 
"that  it  cost  them  56  per  cent,  of  their  pi'em- 
ium  income  to  get  business,  whereas  the  Em- 
plo.vers  of  London  managed  to  conduct  their  ■ 
business  for  3q  per  cent,  of  their  premium  in- 
come," is  unfair  in  that  the  Fidelity  &,  Cas- 
ualt.v's  56  per  cent,  of  management  expenses 
includes  the  expenses  of  inspecting  steam 
boilers,  in  which  branch  of  insurance  the  Fi- 
delity &  Casualty  does  a  very  considerable 
business,  while  the  London  Employers  does 
none.  And  when  it  is  noted  that  the  manage- 
ment expenses  of  the  Hartford  Steam  Boiler 
Co.,  including  expenses  of  inspections,  were 
71.5  per  cent,  it  is  clear  that  the  cost  of  in- 
specting steam  boilers  is  a  considerable  item 
in  the  expenses  of  the  company  insuring 
them. 

Then  note  the  comparison  of  figures  of  net 
surplus  to  gross  liabilities.  When  giving  the 
figures  of  tlie  Emplo.yers  of  London  and  the 
London  Guarantee,  the  writer  of  this  article 
has  included  in  the  net  surplus  the  deposit 
capitals  of  both  these  companies.  Then  again, 
as  to  the  figures  quoted  for  the  London  Guar- 
antee and  the  Union  Casualt.v,  it  is  apparent 
to  an.v  one  familiar  with  the  liability  business 
that  the  comparison  is  unfair,  because  these 
companies  have  not  been  in  the  casualty  busi- 
ness in  the  United  States  long  enough  to  get 
an  average  of  liability  losses.  The  London 
Guarantee  has  only  been  writing  business  to 
amount  to  anything  for  two  years.  This  is 
also  true  of  the  Union  Casualty.  Lialjilit.v 
losses  are  hardly  averaged  under  four  years, 
and  where,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Union  Cas- 
ualty, a  loss  from  surplus  is  shown  on  the  sec- 
ond year's  business,  it  hardly  speaks  well  for 
the  future,  or  for  the  management.  The  Lon- 
don Guarantee  and  the  Union  Casualty  are 
able  to  show  a  greater  pi-oflt  on  underwriting 
than  the  Fidelity  &  Casualty  Co.,  for  the 
above  reason  in  part,  at  least.  The  Fidelity 
&  Casualty  Co.  having  been  in  the  business 
for  nineteen  years,  has  a  fairer  average  of 
losses  than  the  other  companies.  When  the 
Union  Casualty  and  London  Guarantee  have 
been  in  business  long  enough  to  get  a  loss 


ratio,  it  will  be  time  perhaps  to  compare  their 
figures  in  all  respects  with  those  of  compan- 
ies lilse  the  Employers'  Liabilit.v  of  London 
and  the  Fidelity  &  Casualty. 

Then  again,  in  comparing  the  Travelers 
with  the  Fidelity  &  Casualt.v  Co.  as  regards 
percentage  of  management  expenses,  here 
also  the  fact  that  the  management  expenses 
of  the  Fidelity  &  Casualty  Co.  includes  the 
cost  of  steam  boiler  inspections  is  ignored. 
The  statement  that  the  Fidelity  &  Casualty 
Co.  is  "top  heavy,"  in  that  it  is  doing  a  very 
large  business  on  a  very  small  capital  is  some- 
what ridiculous.  The  surplus  of  the  Fidelity 
&  Casualty  Co.  earned  in  the  casualty  busi- 
ness was,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1894, 
larger  than  that  of  any  other  company,  for  the 
American  Surety  surplus  is  made  up  in  part 
of  cash  $500,000,  paid  b.v  the  stockholders,  and 
the  Travelers'  surplus  includes  that  of  their 
life  department,  and  as  pointed  out  above,  the 
surplus  of  the  London  Guarantee  and  Employ- 
ers' Liability  as  given  includes  the  deposit 
cajrital. 

The  admission  by  the  writer  of  the  article 
that  the  business  of  the  Fidelity  &  Casualty 
has  grown  very  heavily,  indicates,  as  -  we 
think,  the  confidence  which  the  people  have 
in  the  company,  and  when  it  is  noted  that  the 
loss  ratio  of  the  Fidelity  &  Casualty  Co.  was 
less  in  1894  than  in  1893  or  1892,  it  is  clear  that 
their  underwriting  has  been  equal  to  the 
strain  of  the  prolonged  period  of  general  finan- 
cial and  industrial  distress. 

As  pointed  out  above,  the  Union  Casualty  is 
yet  so  young  a  company,  and  has  had  no  ex- 
perience in  the  liability  business  as  to  loss 
ratio;  that  the  statement  that  it  is  stronger 
than  the  Fidelity  &  Casualty  is  somewhat 
absurd,  particularly  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
on  its  second  year  of  business  its  surplus  was 
almost  cut  in  two.  It  is  something  to  be  said 
in  favor  of  the  Fidelity  &  Casualty  Co.,  it 
seems,  that  it  was  able  to  pay  a  $40,000  divi- 
dend last  year. 

As  it  is  well  known,  certain  insurance  de- 
partments do  not  recognize  as  admissible 
assets  certain  securities  which  companies 
hold,  and  thus  it  is  that  sometimes  items  of 
assets  are  thrown  out  in  statements  of  differ- 
ent companies,  which  act  causes  variances  in 
the  surplus  as  accepted  by  a  given  insurance 
department,  but  this  applies  to  all  companies, 
and  to  none  in  particular. 

We  think  that  the  statement  "that  it 
would  require  a  man  with  more  mathematics 
in  his  head  than  the  average  journalist  to 
make  head  or  tail  of  these  statements"  is  a 
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coucession  that  the  writer  of  the  article  hardly 
kuew  what  he  was  talking  about.  If  a  little 
more  intelligent  analysis  had  been  given  to 
the  figures,  we  think  the  article  would  hardly 
have  been  written  as  it  was. 

The  financial  strength  of  the  Fidelity  & 
Casualty  Co.,  as  will  be  seen,  has  steadily  in- 
creased during  a  period  when  several  casualty 
companies  have  not  been  so  fortunate.  When 
certain  other  companies  have  been  as  long  in 
the  field  as  the  Fidelity  &  Casualty  Co.,  per- 
haps they  will  then  be  able  to  show  as  good  a 
record,  but  until  then  it  behooves  them  to 
watch  their  underwriting  so  as  to  not  lose 
money  the  first  few  years. 

Yours  truly, 

F.\IK  Pr.AY. 

Mr.  Carpenter's  Valedictory. 

History,   Pkophecv    and    Farewell    as    Re- 
flected From  the  Face  of  a  Glacier. 

Muir  Glacier,  Aluslca,  June  17.  iSys. 
Edilor  The  Coast  Review: 

Dear  Sir :  Referring  to  our  recent  conver- 
sation and  to  the  termination  of  my  twentj' 
years'  continuous  residence  in  San  Francisco, 
I  gladly  accept  your  suggestion,  and  avail  my- 
self of  the  use  of  .your  columns  for  the  purpose 
of  saying  a  few  words  valedictory  to  my  un- 
derwriting friends. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1S93  I  had  occasion  to 
wi-ite  m.v  head  offices  as  follows:  "Speaking 
for  this  Coast  I  believe  that  if  our  agency  sys- 
tem could  lie  dormant  for  two  years  to  come, 
if  I  could  close  the  office  and  two  years  hence 
walk  into  it  again  and  resume  the  thread  of 
my  business  life  just  whei'e  it  had  been 
di'opped  (present  risks  on  the  books  and  agen- 
cies intact)  the  result  would  be  better  than 
can  be  reasonably  expected  from  all  the  i^are 
and  work  that  stands  between  us  and  1895. 
But  '  shutting  up  shop '  is  out  of  the  question. 
We  must  worry  along  as  best  we  can,  content 
to  see  our  business  shrink  because  of  the  risks 
we  can't  get  and  those  we  don't  want,  with 
the  hope  that  in  twenty -four  months  the  num- 
ber of  insurance  companies  may  have  been 
materially  diminished,  and  the  demand  for 
solid  indemnity  so  greatly  increased  that  the 
Royal  and  Norwich  Union  policies  may,  for  a 
series  of  following  years,  be  sold  at  a  hand- 
some profit." 

Later  (in  the  spring  of  1894),  underwriting 
matters  became  so  much  demoralized  that  I 
advised  my  companies  that  under  existing 
conditions  I  despaired  of  simultaneously  satis- 
fying them  as  to  amount  of  premium  income 


and  my  own  conscience  as  to  method  of  obtain- 
ing same,  and  resigned  their  Pacific  Coast 
management. 

During  a  term  of  seven  years  (which  in- 
cluded the  period  of  the  Seattle  and  Spokane 
conflagrations),  I  had  sent  them  nearly  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  over  and  above  all 
losses  and  expenses,  and  they  had  paid  me 
well  for  doing  it.  We  parted  on  such  friendly 
terms  that  (contrary  to  the  course  often  pur- 
sued) no  effort  has  been  made  by  me  to  alien- 
ate any  business  from  them.  My  successor, 
Mr.  Watt,  with  a  warm  personal  agency- 
following  and  devoted  attaches,  was  able, 
prior  to  the  disruption  of  the  P.  I.  U.,  to  add, 
by  union  methods,  to  the  business  which  I  left 
undisturbed  upon  the  books,  and  since  said 
disruption  has,  I  am  sure,  successfully  and 
honestly  carried  out  the  wishes  of  his  head 
offices.     So  all  concerned  are  satisfied. 

I  hope  I  may  be  pardoned  for  writing  so 
much  which  may  appear  egotistical,  but 
kindly  remember  that  this  is  in  the  nature  of 
a  personal  communication  which  I  am  per- 
mitted to  give  to  my  friends  through  the 
courtesy  of  the  Coast  Review. 

Now  as  to  the  future.  With  the  pinnacles 
of  the  Muir  Glacier  towering  before  me,  and 
ice  floes  grazing  the  steamer  on  either  side,  I 
ought,  perhaps,  to  be  able  to  give  you  a  cool- 
headed  opinion— a  chunk  of  sub- Arctic  wisdom 
frappe — but  while  disclaiming  any  ability  to 
make  prophetic  carvings  on  the  totem  pole  of 
futurity,  I  may  say  that,  as  a  disinterested 
outsider  (who  has  been  on  the  inside),  I  be- 
lieve the  present  underwriting  war  will  last, 
at  least,  during  the  balance  of  1895.  and  that 
the  result  upon  the  business  may,  in  the  long 
run,  be  beneficial. 

Your  readers  will  remember  the  story  of 
the  youth  who,  while  training  his  dog,  had 
persuaded  his  "old  man"  to  serve  as  one  of 
the  combatants.  When  at  last  the  dog,  un- 
able to  stand  the  teasing  any  longer,  "woke 
up"  and  seized  the  man  by  the  neck,  the  de- 
lighted boj-  shouted,  "Sic  'im,  Towser!  Stick 
to  it.  Dad  !    It'll  be  the  makin'  of  the  dog  !  " 

During  the  coming  summer  and  fall,  when 
losses  are  at  the  boiling  and  premiums  at  the 
freezing  point,  in  the  underwriting  thermom- 
eter, some  companies  which  are  doing  but  a 
moderate  amount  of  business  will  question 
whether  the  game  is  worth  the  ammunition, 
and  retire.  Some  agents  and  brokers  who  did 
but  a  small  business,  and  some  who  did  a 
large  Ijusiness  through  their  ability  (even 
though  with  a  very  small  pillow)  to  smother 
their  conscience,  will  quit,  and   some  mana- 
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gers  and  specials  will  be  open  to  other  en- 
gasemeuts.  Within  a  year  from  now  the  en- 
tire business  will  have  undergone  a  chrystal- 
izing  process.     Those  persons  remaining  in   it 

will,  for  the  " steenth  time/'  hold  ilp  tiieir 

hands  and  swear  fealty  to  a  new  set  of  obli- 
gations, and  this  time  with  the  example  of 
the  present  war  pressing  them  closely  in  the 
rear,  will  keep  their  oaths— at  least  for  a 
time.  Underwriting  will  for  a  few  years  be 
conducted  upon  legitimate  lines.  Then  one 
little  infraction  of  the  rules  will  be  followed 
by  another,  until  war  will  again  assert  itself, 
and  another  circle  of  underwriting  experience 
will  be  complete.  History  of  this  sort  is  as 
much  an  adjunct  of  the  business  as  are  confla- 
grations, defaulting  agents,  and  non-commit- 
tal telegrams  to  managers  from  head  oSices. 

Now  as  to  my  own  future.  Well,  I  shall 
probably  travel  a  few  months,  possibly  two 
years.  Through  your  columns,  to  my  friends 
I  say  '"good-bye,"  and  express  the  regret  that 
I  was  able  to  make  a  farewell  call  only  upon  a 
very  few  of  them  prior  to  my  departure. 

While  it  is  quite  possible  that  I  may  not 
again  take  up  my  permanent  residence  in  San 
Francisco,  I  shall  probably  visit  it  frequently ; 
not  instigated  thereto  by  my  love  for  its  cli- 
mate, but  by  a  desire  to  meet  those  business 
associates  that  constitute  for  me  the  greater 
portion  of  my  world  of  friendship. 

Wi.shing  you  all  well,  and  thanking  you, 
Mr.  Editor,  for  the  use  of  your  columns. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

E.  W.  Carpenter. 


Electric  Hazard  in  Montana. 

Bozemau.  Men.,  June  17,  1895. 
Editof  The  Coaiif  Iiei:ieiv: 

I  am  making  an  effort  at  our  end  of  the  line 
to  enforce  a  compliance  in  this  city  with  the 
underwriters  rules  for  putting  electric  wires 
into  buildings.  In  all  my  experience  I  never 
saw  such  a  daugei'ous  lot  of  wires.  Every  im- 
portant rule  has  been  ignored.  A  very  fen- 
wires  are  insulated  where  they  enter  the 
liuildings.  These  insulators  are  rubber  tubes, 
and  on  a  level,  instead  of  being  inclined  out- 
ward. There  are  no  insulators  on  the  inside 
where'  the  wires  pass  through  ceilings  or  par- 
titions. In  many  places  the  wires  are  fast- 
ened with  ii'on  staples.  In  places  the  two 
parallel  wires  are  loose  and  lap.  As  near 
as  I  can  learn,  the  Electric  Light  Company 
has  no  rules,  but  put  in  the  wires  as  they  con- 
sider best,  and  in  a  way  which  they  regard  as 
safe.     A  large  majority  of  the  insurance  com- 


panies doing  business  here  are  managed  from 
your  city,  and  if  the  managers  there  will 
take  a  hand  in  this  movement  to  force  a 
change,  and  insist  on  an  improvement  in  this 
city,  we  will  get  a  change  and  pi-obably 
save  money. 

W.  H.  Daniels,  Special  Agent. 


Germania  Fii-e  of  New  York. 
It  is  difficult  to  avoid  the  use  of  superlative 
degree  adjectives  in  commenting  upon  the 
pi'esent  statement  of  the  Germania  Fire  In- 
surance Co.  of  New  York.  Insurance  men 
everywhere  have  a  kindly  feeling  tow-ard  this 
company,  for  reasons  not  unconnected  with 
the  personality  of  its  president;  and  when 
Mr.  Schumann  publishes  figures  like  those 
now  in  evidence  the  feeling  of  gratification  is 
widespread.  The  Germania  has  not  only  re- 
covered from  the  setback  which  it  experienced 
in  common  with  other  companies  during  1S93, 
but  its  assets  and  net  surplus  are  both  greater 
than  ever  before.  The  assets  are  shown  to  be 
•?3,43i.S4o.32  which  is  an  increaseof.J224.856. 11. 
The  net  surplus  is  now  §1,155,429.54,  which  is 
an  increase  of  §195,096.71.  The  reserve  fund 
is  also  .$81,563.77  greater  than  before,  showing 
that  good  use  was  made'  of  golden  opportuni- 
ties. The  Germania  is  one  of  the  highest 
class  of  our  strong  American  flre  insurance 
corporations. — The  Surveyor.  The  Germania 
Fii-e  is  represented  on  the  Pacific  Coast  by 
Cesar  Bertheau. 


The  Connecticut  lodemnity. 
According  to  daily  newspaper  report,  the  Con. 
necticut  Indemnity  Association  of  Waterbury 
(?onn..  in  a  suit  in  one  of  the  courts  in  this  city  to 
recover  .$8.5(0  on  its  policy  on  the  life  of  John  S- 
Crossly,  makes  as  one  of  the  points  of  its  defense 
the  circumstance,  that  "  the  company  was  not  au- 
thorized  to  transact  business  in  this  state  at  the 
time  the  policy  in  suit  was  issued."  It  is  not  men- 
tioned whether  the  judge  presiding  in  this  case 
fainted  or  not. — Philadelphia  Intelligencer. 


In  ro  State,  of  Salem,  Or. 
A  press  dispatch  from  Portland  says:  "G.  E. 
Hayes,  county  judge  of  Clackamas  county,  and  a 
prominent  politician,  was  arrested  by  the  sheriff  of 
Multnomah  county  to-night  on  a  charge  of  extortion 
and  intimidation,  having  been  indicted  by  the 
grand  jury  of  Multnomah  county.  About  a  year 
ago  Mrs.  Jennie  E.  Melcher  had  her  house  burned 
at  Stafford,  on  which  there  was  insurance  of  .$1,000 
in  the  State  Insurance  Company,  of  Salem.  Or.  It 
is  alleged  that  Hayes  intimidated  Mrs.  Melcher 
and  extorted  from  her  a  release  of  the  insurance 
policy.  Toll  Thompson,  adjuster  for  the  insurance 
company,  is  a  co-defendant." 
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Anstralasia. 

James  Anderson,  general  manager  of  the 
Alliance  in  Australia,  died  on  May  14. 

The  Fire  Underwriters  Association  of  New 
South  Wales  is  officered  by  a  chairman  and 
committee.  It  supplies  "information  for 
members  only."  The  chairman  is  H.  F.  Fran- 
cis. The  members  of  the  committee  are 
Messrs.  Chui'cli,  Clarke,  Forbes,  Macadam, 
Richards,  Rowsell  and  Finley. 

There  is  to  be  a  conference  held  in  Mel- 
bourne this  month  between  the  managers  of 
New  Zealand  fire  offices,  and  representatives 
of  British  and  Colonial  companies  there,  with  a 
view  to  agreeing  upon  some  general  fire  tariff 
for  New  Zealand,  and  putting  a  stop  to  the 
present  cut-throat  practices  prevailing.  If 
this  is  successfully  arranged  for  New  Zealand 
business,  it  is  hoped  that  a  similar  arrange- 
ment may  speedily  ensue  for  Australian  busi- 
ness. 

"Royal  Fraternal  Gaardians." 

What  a  lovely,  and  we  may  add,  pathetic 
family  name  the  above  !  Think  of  it — "Royal 
Fraternal  Guardians,"  organized  and  officered 
by  our  old  and  well  known  fire  and  life  insur- 
ance agents.  We  have  no  photographs  of 
these  three  "Royal  Fraternal  Guardians," 
but  most  of  the  Coast  Review  readers  can,  in 
their  imagination,  gaze  on  this  trio  of  "Royal 
Fraternal  Guardians"  by  calling  to  mind 
Harvey  ,W.  Snow,  Wm.  H.  Pettis  and  Major 
S.  B.  Abott. 

Concerning  this  "Royal  Fraternal"  outfit 
the  Coast  Review  has  received  the  following 
inquiry : 

Ltikevlew,  Oregon,  June  28,  1895. 
./.  G.  Edwarda,  San  Francisco: 

Dear  Sir;  Will  vou  kindly  give  me  the  standing 
of  Wm.  H.  Pettis  and  Harvev  W.  Snow,  officers  of 
the  ■■  Royal  Fraternal  Guardians,"  and  also  of  Maj. 
S.  B.  Abott,  organizer  for  the  same  institution. 

The  society  is  getting  quite  a  membership  here, 
and  the  members  are  doubtful  as  to  the  security. 
Yours  truly, 

W.  A.  Massingile. 

To  the  above  the  following  reply  was  prompt- 
ly sent : 

Office  The  Coast  Review. 

San  Francisco,  July  3,  1895. 
.Ur.    Tr.  .-1.   MaaautdUe,  Voiithty   Ctet-k  of  Lake   Co., 
Lakeciew  Oregon: 

Dear  Sir;  Responding  to  your  favor  of  June  28th, 
*9i,  beg  to  report  as  follows.  The  "standing"  of  the 
three  gentlemen  mentioned  in  your  letter,  for  man- 
ufacturers and  operators  of  machines  to  catch  suck- 
era  is  A  I.  We  assume  from  reading  your  letter 
that  your  beautiful  Lakeview  is  atllleted  with  its 


quota  of  •'  suckers."  and  that  the  "  Royal  Fraternal 
Guardians"  has  got  its  deadly  work  in  on  some  of 
your  good  citizens.  You  are,  perhaps,  afflicted  with 
that  class  of  people  who  are  always  chasing  shad- 
ows, or  trying  to  buy  a  twenty  dollar  gold-piece  for 
six  bits. 

Advise  your  friends  to  invest  their  money  in  in- 
stitutions of  character  and  standing.  If  your  state- 
ment is  true  that  the  "  society  is  getting  quite  a 
membership  here  and  the  members  are  doubtful  as 
to  the  security,"  we  are  at  a  loss  to  understand 
what  manner  of  "  suckers"  you  have  with  you. 

Please  advise  your  poor  deluded  neighbors  to 
write  to  the  Coast  Review  for  advice  before  and 
not  after  they  blow  their  money  in  a  "tin  horn" 
outtlt.  Advise  them  to  Invest  their  money  in  com- 
panies of  standing  and  resources  sufficient  to  meet 
their  obligations. 

Yours  truly. 

J.  G.  Edwards,  Proprietor. 


United  States  Fire  Losses. 
We  copy  the   following  from  the  Chronicle 


Fire  Tables : 
Years. 


1S75 
1S76 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 

1885 
1886 


i8go 
1891 
i8q2 

1893 
1894 


Totals  . 


Aggregate 
Properly 
Loss. 

^  78,102,285 
64,630,600 
68,265,800 
64,315.900 
77,703,700 
74,643.400 
81,280,900 
84-505.024 
100.149,228 
110,008.611 
102,818,796 
104,924,750 
120,283,055 
110,885,665 
123,046,833 
108,993,792 
143,764.967 
151,516,098 

167-544.370 
140,006,484 


Aggregate 
Ins  a  ranee 
Loss. 

*39.327.4oo 
34.374.500 
37,398,900 
36,575,900 
44.464.700 
42.525,000 
44,641,900 

4S.875.131 
54,808,664 
60,679,818 

57.430.709 
60,506.564 
69,659,508 

63.965,724 
73,679,465 

65.015.465 
90,576.918 

93.511.936 
105.994-577 
8g.574.699 


•  *2,077,390,258       $1,213,587,478 


A  Fish  Story. 

The  following  story  comes  from  New  York: 
■'While  one  of  the  city's  steam  fire  engines  were  at 
work  Wednesday  morning  at  a  fire,  which  fortu- 
nately did  but  little  damage,  the  water  suddenly 
refused  to  flow.  Investigation  showed  that  the 
strainer  in  the  suction  pipe  was  choked  with  fish. 
Fifty-one  fishes  were  pulled  out  of  the  pipe,  and 
then  the  water  supply  was  unchecked.  One  fish 
was  a  bullhead  a  foot  long.  The  others  were  yellow 
perch  all  about  three  inches  long.  Many  of  the 
perch  were  alive.  The  firemen  ate  them  for  break- 
fast." 
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June  Fires. 

Washington. 

21.  l-'illensbnr^li.  hhUl  furni  aud 
fr  (iwg: 

Springtteld I    196 

Firemans  Fund 250 

Hamburg-Bremen   ,    ,    .   .    1,616 

26.    Centralia,  dryhouse: 

Palatine 9$"° 

National.  Hartford    ....    135 

Phenix,  Br 150 

American,  Pa. 300 

17.    Dayton,  fr  flour  mill,  etc. : 

Lancashire $2,000 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .    1,000 
Phenix,  Br 400 

21.    Olympia,  fr  dwg: 
Commercial  Union     ....  $450 

25.    Spokane  CO..  fr  dwg  and  barn: 

-  Phenix,  Br 81,500 

13.  Snohomish  co..  fr  barn  and 

conts ; 

Phenix.  Br ?6oo 

10.    Steitacoom.  fr  dwg: 

London  &  Lancashire  .  .  I^i.ooo 
25.    Spokane,  fr  dwg : 

Continental $2,200 

5.     Port  Townsend.  hhld  furni : 

Springfield $161 

23     Spokane,  dwg  and  conts : 

Western $1,500 

— .    Panlsbo,  shingle  mill : 

Providence- Washington     .  $475 

24.  Monto  Christo.  post  office, 
and  store : 

Western $700 

3.    Seattle,  hhld  furni : 

Union,  London $200 

12.    Tacoma,  fr  dwg: 

Hartford      $469 

10.  Avon,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 
Hartford      Sqjo 

— .    Easton  Station,  wood: 

^tna $343 

16.    Seattle,  electric  motor: 
Hanover $164 

14.  Tacoma,  tr  dwg: 
Alliance $600 

— .    Dayton,  fr  dwg: 
London  &  Lancashire  .  .   .  $j>n< 

24.    Seattle,  dwg  and  hhld  furni : 

Atlas     $230 

Springfield 6:)o 

16.  Seattle,  fr  dwg: 

North  British $400 

1 1.  Seattle,  fr  bldg  and  mdse : 
London $915 

17.  Seattle,  hhld  furni: 
Milwaukee  Mechanics    .  .  $350 


20.    Seattle,  brick  electric  power 
house,  cars,  etc; 

Milwaukee  Mechanics     .  $2,800 

Western 1,500 

Caledonian 1.600 

Westchester 1,500 

Transatlantic 4,000 

National.  Hartford    .  .   .  2.500 

Phoenix.  Hartford   ....  2,500 

Union.  London 1,750 

Alliance 2,500 

Royal  Exchange 2.500 

Firemans  Fund 1,300 

Prussian  National     .   .    .  1,250 

Total $25,700 

22.    Spokane,  grocery : 

United  Firemens $686 

25.    Shelton,  fr  store: 

JEtna $1,131 

It.    Walla   Walla,  fr    bldg    and 
mdse: 

Springfield      $2,000 

Norwich  Union     ....    1,000 
i.S.    Palouse.  fr  barn: 

Milwaukee  Mechanics     .   .  $500 
— .    Miscellaneous: 

Palatine $400 

Small  losses $4,160 

Total  Washington  $56,231 
* 
Oregon. 
10.    Dallas,  dwg  and  conts : 
Ins.  Co.  North  America  .   .  $230 

15.  Albany,  farm  dwg: 

Sun,  London $1,214 

16.  Forest    Grove,   fr  flour  mill 

and  conts: 
German-American  ....  $1,000 

Home,  N.  Y 400 

Phoenix,  Hartford   ....      400 

-   ^tna 1,000 

American.  N.  J 4,000 

Pennsylvania 1,500 

3.    La  Fayette,  mdse  in  fr  store: 

Home,  N.  Y $   750 

Firemans  Fund 1,179 

Hartford i.ooo 

Phoenix,  Hartford   ....       750 

29.    Oregon    City,    br   bldg    and 
restaurant : 

Imperial $   5"o 

Royal     1,000 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .    1,000 

6.    Portland,  dwg: 
Scottish  Union $212 

6.    Coburg,  livery  stable: 
Norwich  Union $951 

25.    Seaside,  dwg: 
Queen $300 

I.    Sherwood,  gen'l  mdse: 
Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  $2,000 


2.  Portland,  oil  and  paint  wks : 
North  German  .   .  ".   .   .  .$   Sg; 

Ins.  Co.  North  America    .      89S 
Sun.  London   .......      865 

Imperial,  London    ....    1,732 

Orient 891 

Northern-  ......."..    1.916 

Norwich  Union     .....      896 

National.  Hartford    .   .   .      447 
Greenwich 896 

Total $9,438 

7.    Grants  Pass,  fr  dwg: 
London  &  Lancashire     .   .  $223 

3.  Pendleton,  fr  dwg: 
Continental $1,000 

~.    Corvallis,  fr  dwg: 

Continental $1,000 

I.  Linn  CO..  ranch  dwg  and  con- 
tents : 

Hartford $670 

15     Marion  CO..  ranch  barn: 

Hartford $1,600 

1.  La  Grande.fr bam  and  horses: 
North  British    .......  $225 

2.  Puget  Sound,  steamer: 
Scottish  Union     $1,000 

Small  losses $2,763 

Total  Oregon  .   .   .$37,305 
* 
Idaho. 
24.    Kendrick,  dwg: 

Phoenix,  London $500 

28.    Shoshone  co.,  assay  office : 

Caledonian $500 

Manchester 500 

2.    Soda  Springs,  fr  bldg : 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .   .  $468 
I.    Caldwell,  dwg  and  barn: 

Royal     $1,000 

6.     (April!  Logan  co.,  br  and  fr 
bldg: 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .  $3,000 

Small  losses $477 

Total  Idaho    ....  86.445 

Wyo.ving. 

19,  Cheyenne,  dwg  and  conts: 

Palatine $800 

National.  Hartford    ....    800 

4.  Cheyenne,  dwg  and  conts : 
Atlas     $274 

* 

COLOHADO. 

13.    (April)  Denver,  fr  dwg: 
Royal  Exchange $292 

20.  Denver,  clothing,  etc. : 
Manchester $100 

17.    Denver,  dwg  and  barn : 
Prussian  National     ....  $100 
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— .    Denver,  dw^  and  conts : 
Prussian  National  .   .   .   .$1.47^ 

[2.    Denver,  fr  dwg: 
Royal  Exchange $i.5"" 

15.  Denver,  store: 

Royal  Exchange $222 

7.    Pueblo,  br  meat  market : 
Manchester $133 

16.  Denver,  stock  of  dwgs : 
Aachen  &  Munich $237 

22.    Denver,  mdse  in  br  bldg : 
Scottish  Union •?3oo 

22.     (Mayt  Elbert  cc,  dwg: 
New  Zealand .$841 

20.  Durango,  dwg  and  conts: 
Lion $400 

21.  Brookside,  fr  dwg : 
Alliance $3tJo 

14.     (May)  dwg: 
New  Zealand    ..._..      $500 

Small  losses     $512 

Total  Colorado  .   .  .  $6,917 
* 
Utah. 
5.     Moroni,  br  dwg: 

Firemans  Fund $1,330 

2j.    Ogden.  fr  barn: 

North  British $i.oou 

12.    Salt  Lake  City,  brdwg: 
Phoenix.  Hartford $757 

27.    Tooele  city,  brdwg: 
Phenix.  Br $500 

Total  Utah  ....     $3,587 
* 
Montana. 
14.    Fergus  co..  farm  property: 
Continental $800 

24.    Billings,  bldgs,  etc. : 
Royal $100 

New  Mexico. 
30.     (May)  Parkview,  fr  barn : 

Firemans  Fund $500 

I.    Lake  Valley,  gen'l  mdse  in 
adobe  bldg : 

Firemans  Fund ¥1.000 

Scottish  Union 1.500 

I.     HlUsboro.    mdse    aud    adobe 
bldg; 
National,  Hartford    .  .   .  fi.500 
» 
Arizona. 
— .    Phoenix,   fr  dwg   and    hhld 
fumi: 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $i,goo 
24.    Mesa,  growing  grain: 
Comiecticut $320 


British  Columbia. 
— .    New    Westminster,  general 
mdse: 
Phenix.  Br $100 

15.  Ross  town,  hotel  and  saloon: 

Scottish  Union     $2,750 

Orient 750 

12.  Steveston,  fr  bldgs  and  ma- 

chinery : 

Phenix,  Br $5,000 

American,  Pa i.5"o 

II.    Dist.  South Cowichan,  frdwg 
and  bam : 
Phenix,  Br $1.75" 

Total  outside  territory      .  $[31,829 

California. 

16.  Araiona,  fr  saloon  bldg  and 

and  conts: 

Home  Mutual $SiS 

Atlas     .   .  -. 472 

Norwich  Union 754 

27.    Dunsmuir,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 
.Etna $379 

17.  Chico  fr  dwg  and  conts : 
Home  Mutual $450 

23.    Chico.  dwg  conts : 
North  British $217 

13.  Centerville.  hhld  fumi : 
Milwaukee  Mechanics     .   .  $225 

10.    Alameda,    fr    dwg    and    br 
store : 
Milwaukee  Mechanics     .  $1,400 

Honover 1,625 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .    2,000 
Alliance 2,500 

13.  Areata,  dwg: 

Sun,  S.  F $i.ooa 

10.  Concord,  fr  dwg: 
Lancashire $500 

14.  Alameda  co..  bam  and  conts : 
Phenix,  Br ■   ■   -  ^245 

4.  Eureka,  dwg  and  couls : 
Western $715 

11.  Alameda.fr  bldgs,  feed  and 

coal  yard : 

British  America $303 

Union,  London 300 

London  &  Lanca.shire  ...    625 

30.    Berkeley,  dwgs : 
Western $3,000 

19.    Cucamanga,  fr  dwg : 
Home.  N.  Y $800 

5.  Osbum,  frdwg: 
Connecticut $413 

5.    Berkeley,  fr  dwg: 

London  Assurance     ....  $581 
1 1.    Eldorado,  farm  property : 

Continental $1,200 


20.  Amador  City,  fr  store  bldg: 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .  .  $150 

S.    Exeter,  fr  hall  and  church: 

PhoL'nix.  Hartford $565 

7.    Downey,  fr  dwg : 

Firemans  Fund $418 

10.    Colfax,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 

North  British $790 

4.    Butte  CO.,  dwg: 

New  Zealand $450 

10.    Butte  CO.,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 

Phenix.  Br $337 

I.    Eureka,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 

Manchester $400 

I.  Balls  Ferry,  fr  bldg,  general 
mdse: 

Phenix,  Br $    200 

Norwich  Union     2,350 

I.    Contra  Costa,  bam  and  conts : 

Phenix  Br $iuo 

13.  Baker  co..  fr  dwg: 
American,  Pa $300 

— .    Butte  CO.,  fann  property ; 

Continental $100 

ig.    Butte  CO..  farm  property: 

Continental 5.700 

17.  Fresno  CO.,  fr  bam  and  con- 
tents : 

Phenix,  Br $ii45o 

iS.    Fresno  co.,  gen'l  mdse: 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  ,  $116 
25.  (May)  Fresno  co..  fr  dwg 
and  bam: 

Phenix,  Br $469 

16.    Fresno,  fr  dwg: 

Aachen  &  Munich $300 

24.  Fresno,  hotel : 

Aachen  &  Munich    ...  $    275 
Palatine     3.160 

15.  Fresno,  md.se : 

Scottish  Union $527 

25.  Fresno,  fr  dwg  and  fencing: 
Pennsylvania $ioo 

14.  Fresno,  mdse  and  br   store 

bldg: 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .$494 

Transatlantic 500 

Manchester 150 

British  America 526 

16.  Fresno  co.,  fr  dwg: 
Caledonian $i,ooo 

21.  Fresno,  stable  and  horses : 
Caledonian $715 

12,  Fresno,  hhld  furni  and  fr 
dwg: 

Pennsylvania $421 

Connecticut 200 

12.    Fresno  CO.,  fr  dwg  and  bam: 
Phenix,  Br $270 

15.  Fresno,  fr  restaurant : 
Home,  N.  Y $500 
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iij.    Fresno,  bUlpr  m;iL-hinery  and 
lumber: 

Pennsylvania $172 

Phenix,  Br 514 

Svea 114 

19.  Fresno,  fr  dwg:; 
German-American J175 

22.    Fresno,  f  r  dwg : 

Magdeburg $566 

28.    Fresno  CO.,  dwg  and  stable: 

Magdeburg $1,400 

17.    Fillmore,  fr  dwg  and  barn: 
German-American     ....  $150 

15.    Grass  Valley,  dwg: 
Sun.  London $1,965 

9.    Glen  wood,  fr  dwg: 
Alliance $1,500 

20.  Los  Angeles  dwg  and  conts: 
Ins.  .Co.  North  America   .   .  ^it-)^ 

22.    Los  Angeles,  fr  grocery: 
Alliance $775 

5.  Los  Angeles,  fr  dwg: 
North  British $497 

24.  Lathrop.  barn : 

Queen $300 

4.    Los  Angeles,  fr  dwg: 
Royal  Exchange $700 

22.    Los  Angeles,  fr  dwgs: 

St.  Paul $150 

Franklin      300 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .   .    Soo 

25.  Los  Angeles,  restaurant : 
German-American $371 

19.  Los  Angeles,  hhld  fumi: 
Phenix.  Br $394 

21.  i^March)  Mt.  Eden,  hay: 
Germania $255 

17.    Nordhoff,  fr  school-houses: 
Home,  N.  Y $3,000 

14.    Millbrae,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 

Palatine $7,000 

German-American  ....   3,000 
North  British 3,000 

3.    Mendocino,  fr  bldg : 
Liver' 1  &  Lon.  &  Globe   .   .  $350 

j6.    Modesto,  fr  bam  and  hay : 
Phoenix,  Hartford $500 

7.    Monterey  co..  grain; 
New  Zealand $300 

20.  Milford.  fr  school  house : 
Firemans  Fund $1,150 

6.  Maraposa  co.,  farm  properly: 
Continental $385 

9.    Mills,  I'O  dwg: 

National,  Hartford  ...  %t,:^i 
12.    Oakland,  frbldgs: 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .   .  $195 

iEtna 359 

19.    Oakland,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 

jEtna $125 


7.  Oakland,  fr  dwgs : 
Commercial  LTnion     .  .   .  $1,200 

5.    Placer  co.,  tank  house : 
Commercial  Union    ....  $312 

18.    Placerville,  dwg: 
National,  Hartford    .   .   .  $1,000 

— .    Placer  co. ,  farm  properly : 
Continental $Soo 

8.  Perris,  blacksmith  shop: 
Firemans  Fund $190 

17.    Redlands,  frdwg: 

jEtna     $100 

I.     Redlands.  fr  dwg ; 

German-American $100 

3.    Redding,  fl-  store  and  dwg: 

Home  Mutual $1,900 

5.    Rocklin,  fr  barn: 

Firemans  Fund $175 

23.  Red  Bluff,  fr  dwg.  barn  and 
conts : 

Prussian  National  .   .   .   .$1,640 

Phenix,  Br. 200 

17.  Sacramento,  mdse: 
Prussian  National     ....  $100 

5.    Sacramento,  fr  dwg : 
Caledonian $130 

— .  Sacramento,  fr  dwg : 
Continental $100 

18.  Sacramento,  br  bldg: 
London  &  Lancashire.   .  .  $joo 

10.    Sacramento,    fr    dwgs    and 
fumi: 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .   .  $789 
Phoenix,  London 183 

17.  Sacramento,  stock  of  books: 
Lancashire $211 

18.  Sacramento,  hhld  fumi: 
Hartford .  $j25 

30.  Sacramento,  fr  dwg: 
Hartford $r,ouu 

17.  Sacramento,  stores: 
Atlas $8uo 

5.    Sacramento,  frdwg: 
Manchester $3*0 

19.  San  Bernardino  co.,  fr  dwg 

and  conts: 

Manchester       $675 

6     San  Bernardino  co.,  barn,  hay 
and  horses : 
Phenix,  Br $315 

20.  Sutter  CO.,  fr  dwg.  bam  and 

conts : 

Phenix,  Br $6,575 

5.  Sutter  CO.,  fr  dwg  conts  and 
tank  house: 

North  British $1.7^5 

Sun,  London 2.500 

14.    Scandinavian  Colony,  fr  dwg 
and  hhld  fumi : 
Phenix,  Br $4,235 


28.  Sacramento,  f r  dwgs : 
Manchester    ...;....  $150 

22.    South  Bend,  barn: 

Westchester $300 

II.  San  Bernardino,  bottling 
works : 

American,  N.  Y.  .  .   .".   .   .$175 

29.  San  Pedro,  fr  dwg  and  hhld 

furui : 
Phenix.  Br $Soo 

21.  San  Luis  Obispo,  fr  dwg : 
Home,  N.  Y. $300 

24.  Siskiyou  co.,  mill  and    ma- 

chinery : 

Palatine $    975 

London  &  Lancashire   .   .    1,000 

9.  Stanislaus  co..  grow'g  grain: 

Connecticut $261 

Liver*l  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .    435 

5.  San  Joa  quin  co. ,  growing 
grain: 

Royal  Exchange $342 

14-    San  Bernardino,  fr  store"  big: 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  .$170 
iS.    SanBernardino.  frbarnbldg: 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .   .$150 

25.  San  Luis  Obispo,  fr  dwg: 
North  British $1,200 

7.  San  Anselmo.  fr  dwg:    ' 
Alliance .  $3,550 

22.  San  Bernardino  co.,  dwg  and 

conts ■ 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  $1,030 
20.    Shasta  co..  farm  property: 

Continental $2,000 

15.    Santa  Rosa,  tannery: 

Lion $1,000 

Ins.  Co.  North  America    .      850 

10.  Stockton,  dwg  conts: 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  .  $123 
15.    Stockton,  frdwg  and  bldg: 

American.  N.  J $350 

Atlas     ....       433 

22.    Petaluma.  fr  dwg: 

American,  N.  J $300 

28.  Stockton,  barber  shop  and 
lodging  house : 

Western $300 

Atlas 206 

11.  San  Jose,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .$230 

27.  Near  Willows,  dwg: 
Atlas $300 

8.  Willows,  dwg  and  conts : 
Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  $    116 

Royal 1,515 

^Etna 2.327 

31.  (May)  Willows,  dwg: 
Transatlantic $240 

27.  Willows,  dwg  conts : 
Firemans  Fund $900 
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— .    Tulare  i-o.,  farm  properties: 
Continental J700 

5.    Near  Uba  city,  fr  dwg  and 
conts : 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .  ^-i.in 

2.    Tuolumne  Co..  fr  dwg; 
Palatine f  i,2to 

9.    Woodland,  fr  dwg  and    hhld 
f  urni : 
Germania $2,350 

7.    Valona,  Chinese  mdse: 
American,  N.  Y $i,cuo 

7.    Tehama  co.,  fr  dwg  and  bam: 
Phenix,  Br Iioo 

26.    Vacaville,  fr  hotel  and  con- 
tents: 
Royal $2,735 

13.    Vacaville,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 
Phenix,  Br.     ........  Jiuo 

Pennsylvania 7'-o 

— .    Woodland,  fuml: 
Williamsburg  City    .   .   .   .  $674 

22.     I  May)  Visalia.  hhld  furni : 
New  Zealand     $1,300 

— .    Thermalito.  fr  dwg,  etc. : 
Royal $71:0 

II.    Willows,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 
^■Etna $471 

M-    Santa  Barbara,  fr  dwg  and 
conts: 
^tna $175 

— .    Miscellaneous: 
Palatine .  $1,729 

— .    Miscellaneous,  estimated: 

Northwestern  National  .  $5,000 
Small  losses $10,951 

Total  Cal.  S.  F.  Ex.    .  $M7.S49 


San  Francisco. 
27.    Conflagration: 

Williamsburg  City  .   .   .$  i.ooo 

Phenix,  Br 2,000 

Pennsylvania t,5oo 

American,  Pa 4,500 

Svea 1,000 

Hanover 2,951 

Germania 2,430 

United  Firemens  ....  2,475 

Firemens,  Bait 1,325 

Aachen  &  Munich  .   .   .  .  1,175 

Glens  Falls 500 

Traders 1,250 

N.  British  &  Mercantile  6.700 

Continental 3,450 

Fire  Association    ....  2.500 

Granite  State 2,350 

Reading 2,350 

North  German 5,618 


Firemans  Fund $6,200 

National,  Hartford  .   .   .  3-000 

Westchester 4.650 

Patriotic 5-ooo 

Hamburg-Bremen     .   .   .  7,000 

Niagara J.oto 

British  America    ....  1,000 

Western 700 

American.  N.  Y 1,500 

German-American    .   .   .  5,000 

Palatine     14.250 

London  &  Lancashire     .  20,016 

,^tna 12,800 

Union,  Pa      666 

New  Zealand 5.35o 

Springtield 5.500 

Commercial  Union   .   .  .  5,000 

Magdeburg 7,500 

Hartford 4,100 

American  Central     .   .   .  2,400 

Pacific     500 

St.  Paul 2,500 

Manchester 3.375 

Caledonian 2,750 

American,  N.J 500 

Home,  N.  Y 700 

Phoenix.  Hartford     .  .  .  2.872 

Prussian  National   .  .   .  10,386 

Northwestern    National  2,700 

Sun,  S.  F 250 

Merchants,  N.J 5°o 

Scottish  Union 2,750 

Orient 1,000 

Alliance     S,8oo 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  4,000 

Milwaukee  Mechanics   .  3,875 

Helvetia 8.000 

Baloise 2,000 

Union  Assurance  ....  6,500 

Transatlantic     11,950 

Atlas S.ooo 

Lancashire i,337 

Home  Mutual 1,333 

Royal  Exchange    ....  19,090 

Connecticut      4,475 

Queen 1,950 

London  Assurance    .  .   ,  11,500 

Northern 5. .500 

Royal 10,567 

Norwich  Union 2,000 

Sun  Fire     8,250 

Imperial 7.000 

Lion  Fire 3-250 

Phoenix,  London    ....  1,250 

Providence-Washington  1,750 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe    3.800 

National  of  Ireland  .  .   .  500 

Total $316,376 

1.    Hhld  furni: 
Phenix.  Br $175 

21.    Ice  works: 

Sun.  S.  F $   338 

St.  Paul 289 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .      500 
Royal     1,745 


25.    Fr  dwgs : 
Fire  Association     $723 

25.  Building: 

Sun.  S.  F $10" 

20.     Barn : 

Northern $500 

London 500 

7.    Frbldg: 
Magdeburg     $118 

10.    Brick  mill : 
Commercial  Union     .   .   .   .  $no 

13.    Frdwg: 
German- American $235 

24.    Presidio,  saloon : 
Manchester $435 

19.    Groceries : 
American.  N.  Y $3**7 

10.    Frbldg: 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe   .   .  $190 

26.  Dwg  and  conts : 

Atlas $1,418 

24.    Frdwg: 
Home,  N.  Y $250 

4.  Frbldg: 

Continental $120 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .   .    120 

5.  Fr  saloon : 

London  &  Lancashire  .  .  .  $650 

13.    Frbldg; 

London  &  Lancashire  .  .  .  $175 
19.    Fr  store  and  dwg ; 

London  &  Lancashire  .  .  $7-14 
19.    Bakery; 

Transatlantic $380 

9.    Dwellings: 

Nonvich  Union $464 

13.    Hhld  lurni : 

Hanover $392 

23.    Sanitarium: 

^tna $1,000 

13.    Frdwg: 

Royal  Exchange $224 

Connecticut 224 

27.    Frdwg; 

Royal  Exchange  ....  $1,500 
21.    Bldg  and  stock: 

National,  Hartford  ....  $317 
13.    Fr  tool  factory ; 

Firemans  Fund $828 

21.    Fr  stables: 

Firemans  Fund $300 

Small  losses     $2,010 

Total  S.  F $335,127 

Total  California  .  .  .  $484,976 
Total  Pacific  Coast    .  $616,805 
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Monthly  Pacific  Coast   Losses. 

Month                        1893  189)                189J 

January $240,720  $406,024  $367,760 

February   ....       292,676  491.475  277-968 

March     297,927  381,308  3(0,866 

First  qtlarler .    .  $831,323  $1,278,807  J986..S94 

AP"! 477.233  459.131  392,633 

May 209.059  327.783  357.970 

Jtine     616,803  3U2.I73  454,237 


Second  quarter .    $1,303,099      $i,o89,c89        $1,204,860 
First  six  months  .  $2,134,422      $2,367,896        $2,191,454 


The  Scotia  Mill  Fire. 

The  insui-auces  on  the  Pacifii;  Luinher  Co's 
plant  at  Scotia,  Humboldt  county,  Cal., 
burned  last  week,  yvere  as  follows,  as  placed 
by  Ge.neral  Agent  Tyson  of  the  German- 
American.  The  loss  on  the  mill  building  and 
contents  as  well  as  store  will  probably  be 
total.  The  total  insurance  loss  will  be  about 
$70,000.  The  property  destroyed  is  valued  at 
5^300.000; 

MIl.I,   BUILDING    .\ND  CONTENTS. 

Orient .   .  $1,000 

London  &  Lanca.shlre      .   .                    2,300 

American,  Pa 2,500 

Hamburg-Bremen 1,500 

Lion ,  2,500 

Sun  Office 2,500 

Svea ...  2,300 

Pennsylvania    ....              2,500 

Westchester  .    ,             .   .          1,300 

National 1.500 

Scottish  Union  &  National    ...                    .   .  3.300 

Western .  5,000 

Phenix,  Br 2,300 

Atlas  ...  1,500 

Imperial   .                                                               ,  2,000 

..Etna     ....  2,500 

Connecticut    .  2,500 

Queen ,  7,500 

Gennan-American 2,500 

Total .$50,000 

STOCK   MDKE  IN   FRAME  STOKE. 

Delaware $   500 

Union  Assurance 2,000 

American  Central      1,000 

Sun  Ofllce 1,300 

North  British  &  Mercantile 1 ,300 

Imperial 1,000 

Hamburg-Bremen i,5co 

Niagara' 1,300 

.^tna .....  i.oco 

Atlas 2,000 

Svea 1,000 

American,  Pa 1,500 

London  &  Lancashire 2.000 

German-American .   .  2,000 

Total $20,000 


American  Life  Insurance  Story  in  Figures. 

In  this  month's  Coast  Review  we  print  what 
may  be  called  the  story  (or  history)  of  Ameri- 
can life  insurance  in  figures.  Every  year's 
figures  from  1S59  to  1894  inclusive,  as  reported 
to  the  New  York  insurance  department,  are 
given.  These  compilations,  on  pp.  263-4-5,  are 
interesting,  and  are  valuable,  as  they  tell  the 
story  of  the  development,  and  arrested  de- 
velopment, and  triumphant  growth,  and  the 
present  splendid  condition  of  the  business  of 
life  insurance  in  the  United  States.  In  these 
figures  the  intelligent  reader  can  trace  the 
fluctuations  of  the  financial  pulse  of  the 
country,  the  periods  of  business  and  indus- 
trial depression,  the  years  of  panics  and  the 
years  of  speculation. 

Comparing  1894  with  1893  a  decrease  of 
nearly  $70,000,000  in  new  business  is  shown, 
though  the  number  of  new  policies  was  only 
some  2,100  less.  Assets,  surplus,  premiums 
and  insurance  in  force  increased.  The  thirty- 
three  companies  have  $4,657,583,046  in  force, 
and  wrote  -5985,520,033.  They  have  over  a 
billion  of  assets,  of  which -*i3q, 740,545  is  sur- 
plus. The.v  paid  116  million  dollars  to  iJoliCy- 
holders  last  year,  and  of  this  great  sum  $14,- 
577,455  was  dividends.  Premiums  increased 
over  twelve  millions.  Taxes,  commissions  and 
other  expenses  were  20  per  cent,  in  advance 
of  the  income  from  investments. 


London  Assurance  Company. 
Manager  Geo.  F.  Grant  of  this  17,5-year-old 
ofllce  can  present  its  claims  for  business  on 
the  treble  bases  of  agfe,  record  and  resources. 
Its  iire  premium  income  is  nearly  $4,000,000 
yearly.  Its  gross  fire  assets  are  over  $9,000,- 
000.  Its  gross  assets  are  $19,195,145.  Its  net 
surplus  is  $4,729,625.  Its  policyholders'  sur- 
plus is  nearly  $7,000,000.  Its  annual  income  is 
nearly  .$5,000,000.  Last  year  there  were  large 
gains  in  assets,  surplus  and  premiums,  and  a 
reduction  of  losses  as  well.  The  London  As- 
surance has  done  a  large  and  paying  business 
in  this  field,  under  Manager  Grant's  care. 


In  the  East. 

Valued  policy  bill  rejected  in  Connecticut. 

The  London  Assurance  has  withdrawn  from  the 
Western  Union. 

The  New  England  Ins.  Ex.  has  rescinded  the 
rule  charging  for  unoccupancy  of  a  dwelling  longer 
than  four  months. 

President  Geo.  L.  Chase  of  the  Hartford  Ins.  Co. 
celebrated  the  twenty-eighth  anniversary  of  his 
election  to  the  presidency,  last  month. 
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The  Niagara  Reinsures. 

The  Xiagrara  has  done  so  well  in  this  fieki 
that  "the  street"  was  surprised  by  the  an- 
nouueement  that  it  had  reinsured  and  with- 
drawn from  the  Coast  rather  than  engage  in 
a  little  war  for  the  protection  of  a  paying 
business.  For  a  number  of  years  the  Niagara 
drifted  about  from  oiHee  to  office,  a  most  un- 
certain quantity,  but  after  it  anchored  in  the 
office  of  Rudolph  Herold.  Jr.,  it  became  a 
steady  and  important  factor  in  the  business. 
Though  the  managers  may  be  timid,  the  com- 
pany itself  is  in  prime  condition.  Its  running 
away,  under  the  circumstances,  excites  our 
mild  surprise.  The  Hamburg- Bremen  prompt- 
ly reinsured  all  the  Coast  risks  of  the  Xiagara. 
As  the  German  company  is  abundantly  able 
to  handle  the  business,  and  has  ample  re- 
sources, we  are  of  opinion  that  both  the  Coast 
agents  and  the  Coast  policyholders  are  to  be 
congratulated  on  the  reinsurance  in  the  Ham- 
burg-Bremen, with  its  very  handsome  Ameri- 
can surijlus.  All  the  Coast  business  of  the 
Niagara  was  taken  over  by  the  Hamburg- 
Bremen  on  .Tune  20. 


The  Home  Mutual's  Liabilities. 

The  liabilities  of  the  Home  Mutual  Insur- 
ance Company  of  San  Francisco,  as  set  forth 
in  its  sworn  annual  statement  on  file  in  the 
various  state  insurance  departments,  is  -*279.- 
658.  This  sum  is  ■*S2, 273  less  than  the  liabili- 
ties in  the  preceding  }-ear"s  statement.  The 
company,  under  its  present  management,  has 
increased  its  net  surplus.  The  surplus  as  re- 
gards policyholders  is  ^^eiy.Sge.  which  includes 
the  paid-up  capital  of  -*3oo,ooo.  The  liabilities 
including  the  capital,  which  is  only  techni- 
cally a  liability,  were  on  January  i,  1S95,  Ss'g,- 
658.  On  January  i,  1894,  these  liabilities  were 
$661,931.  The  showing  this  year  is  therefore 
a  great  deal  better  than  last  year.  Few  fire 
insurance  companies  are  able  to  present  bet- 
ter security  than  the  Home  Mutual  offers, 
whether  measured  by  the  record  of  the  past, 
or  by  the  present  condition  as  shown  by  the 
proportion  of  net  or  policyholders"  surplus  to 
actual  liabilities. 

Through  a  clerical  or  typographical  eiTor  the 
liabilities  of  the  Home  Mutual  on  January  i. 
1895,  in  the  Coast  Review  Chart  include  the 
cash  capital,  and  there  is  therefore  an  ap- 
parent increase.  The  intelligent  insurance 
man,  comparing  the  policyholders'  surplus 
with  the  liabilities,  discovers  the  error  at  a 
glance. 

The  publisher  of  an  obscure  little  sheet  in 
Alameda,  a  discharged  employee  of  the  Home 


Mutual,  and  himself  the  son  of  another 
ex-employee,  has  basely  attempted  to  make 
capital  out  of  this  technical  eiTor,  to  the 
discredit  of  the  company  and  its  management. 
That  the  contemptible  sheet  in  which  his 
screed  appears  has  no  influence  we  need  not 
assert,  but  lest  some  dishonest  agent  circulate 
a  reprint  of  the  misrepresentation  we  have 
deemed  it  advi.sable  to  make  this  explanation. 
The  standing  of  the  Home  Mutual  Ins.  Co. 
was  as  follows,  Jan.  i,  1895: 

Assets *897,S53  59 

Liabilities 279,657  54 

Policyholders'  surplus ■?6i7.8g6  05 

Cash  capital 300.000  00 

Net  surplus ^317.896  05 

Increase  of  net  surplus  since  i8gi  over  -Sso.- 

000. 
Note:    During    the    last    six    months    the 

above  surplus  has  been  still  further  increased. 


Law  Department  of  American  Surety. 

James  R.  Garniss  has  assumed  charge  of 
the  law  department  of  the  Pacific  Coast 
branch  of  the  American  Surety  Company  of 
New  York,  and  has  formed  a  local  board  com- 
posed of  the  following  well  known  business 
men  of  San  Francisco : 

Thos.  Brown,  cashier  Bank  of  Cal.  Philip  N. 
Lillienthiil.  manajjer  Anglo-California  Bunk.  Sam- 
uel G.  Muj-phy.  president  First  National  Bank  of 
S.  F.  Jas.  R.  Kelly,  president  Hibemia  Savings 
and  Loan  Society.  S.  F.  Hon.  Edward  B.  Pond 
(Ex-Mayor  S.  F.)  Hon.  Levi  R.  Ellen  lEx-Mayor 
S.F.  t.  Adam  Grant  (Murphy.  Grant&  Co.).  Henry 
L.  Dodge  (Dodge.  .Sweeney  &  Co.).  James  B.  Stet- 
son, president  N.  P.  C.  Railway,  etc.,  and  Arthur 
Rodgers,  counsellor  at  law. 

Mr.  Garniss  has  been  very  successful  in 
this  variety  of  insurance,  which  is  but  one 
branch  of  his  insurance  work  of  forty-two 
years,  and  the  American  Surety  is  therefore 
to  be  congratulated  on  the  organization  of 
this  department  with  Mr.  Garniss  in  charge. 
Mr.  Garniss  will  continue  to  represent  the 
commercial  department  of  the  Fidelity  &  Cas- 
ualty until  December  31. 

The  American  Surety  makes  a  specialty  of 
corporate  suretyship  given  on  bonds  as  re- 
quired by  law.  It  is  the  largest  surety  com- 
pany in  the  world,  both  as  to  cash  capital  and 
assets.  A  part  of  its  four  millions  of  assets 
are  being  invested  in  a  home  office  building 
in  New  York  city,  which  will  be  the  highest 
of  its  kind  in  the  world.  The  new  American 
Surety  building  will  be  twenty-three  stories 
high. 
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Tbe  New  Montana  Board. 
The  new  Montana  board  is  meeting  with 
the  hearty  co-operation  of  all  the  companies 
and  genej-al  local  agents.  The  expenses  of 
putting  it  in  co-operation  has  been  consider- 
able, but  it  is  small  in  comparison  with  the 
loss  inseparable  fi-om  the  absence  of  such  an 
organization.  The  report  that  Montana  local 
agents  are  attempting  to  secure  general 
agencies,  to  the  exclusion  of  their  San  Fran- 
cisco principals,  is  declared  by  a  correspond- 
ent to  be  entirely  without  foundation  in  fact. 
The  amended  constitution  and  by-laws  are  not 
as  yet  printed.  As  stated  elsewhere,  C.  R.. 
Gilbert,  late  of  the  P.  I.  U.  office  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, has  been  appointed  general  manager. 


Fidelity  Mutual  Aid  Association. 

This  little  San  Francisco  enterprise  is  not  in 
tlie  best  of  repute  where  best  known,  but  we 
were  hardly  prepared  to  say  that  its  condition 
was  so  bad  as  indicated  by  a  letter  received 
at  this  office  last  month.  The  writer,  whose 
identity  we  do  not  choose  to  disclose  just  at 
present,  says  of  his  claim  against  the  associa- 
tion; 

"I  have  not  been  paid.  I  have  written 
twice  to  the  Fidelity  Mutual  Aid  Associaticm, 
without  receiving  any  reply.  Are  they  re- 
sponsible persons  who  manage  the  company's 
business  in  San  Francisco!" 

The  Coast  Review's  reply  to  this  corres- 
pnudent  may  be  imagined. 


The  New  Zealxind  Ins.  Co. 

Measured  by  any  standard,  this  Auckland 
company  takes  high  rank  among  fire  insurance 
companies.  It  has  a  very  handsome  net  sur- 
plus, and  does  a  large  and  paying  business. 
Its  annual  dividends  make  an  investor  envy 
its  stockholders,  and  its  increasing  sui-jjlus 
affords  evidence  of  careful  pruning  of  risks. 
The  business  of  the  New  Zealand  increased 
at  home  last  year,  but  under  altered  condi- 
tions its  foreign  business  was  curtailed. 

The  present  condition  of  the  New  Zealand 
is  first-class.  Its  surplus  over  capital  and 
liabilities  is  $799,369,  making  the  policyhold- 
er's surplus,  in  round  numbers,  one  million 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  assets 
are  §2,573,990,  while  the  liabilities  are  only 
§774.621.  This  striking  difference  illustrates 
the  choice  security  offered  by  a  New  Zealand 
policy. 

The  Pacific  Coast  department,  which  is  un- 
der the  management  of  Hugh  Craig,  has  -*5o.- 
000  United  States  bonds  deposit  in  Oregon  and 


-*30o.ooo  in%'ested  in  California  street  real 
estate  in  San  Francisco,  for  the  special  pro- 
tection of  American  policyholders.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  million  capital  and  other  assets, 
the  indemnity  of  this  company  has  behind  it 
the  unlimited  liability  of  shareholders. 

The  New  Zealand  Ins.  Co.  does  a  marine  as 
well  as  fire  business,  and  pays  claims  at  any 
of  its  agencies,  anywhere  in  the  world,  at  the 
option  of  the  insured. 


Death  of  President  Harper. 
Edward  B.  Harper,  president  of  the  Mutual 
Reserve  Fund  Life  Association,  of  New  York, 
died  last  month,  in  his  54th  year.  The  cause 
is  said  to  have  been  paresis,  due  to  overwork 
and  anxiety.  The  deceased  was  a  very  active 
and  forceful  man.  He  assumed  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Mutual  Reserve  in  18S1,  and  made 
the  association  what  it  is.  The  effect  of  his 
death  on  the  fortunes  of  this  assessment  com- 
pany will  soon  be  seen.  The  association  has 
been  in  somewhat  embarrassed  circumstances 
for  some  time,  and  it  is  probable  that  there 
will  be  a  reorganization  and  the  adoption  of 
new  plans.  Recently  Geo.  D.  Eldridge  has 
been  manager,  during  Mr.  Harper's  illness, 
but  the  proxies  held  by  the  brother  of  the 
deceased  elected  F.  A.  Burnham,  though  the 
du-ectors  favored  Mr.  E.  The  new  manage- 
ment will  withdraw  the  association  from 
foreign  countries.  It  would  not  be  surprising 
if  the  association  should  reinsure  in  some 
other  assessment  company. 


A  New  York  exchange  has  discovered  that 
redwood  burns.  And  the  editor  didn't  visit  a 
redwood  forest  or  saw-mill  either. 


The  Bankers  Life  Association  of  Des  Moines. 

This  company  has  maximum  rates  conform- 
ing to  the  American  experience  table,  and  some 
million  and  a  hall  of  assets.  It  is  the  leading 
company  of  its  class,  and  should  not  be  con- 
founded with  ordinary  associations.  On  Jan- 
uary 1st  it  had  nearly  60  millions  of  insurance  in 
force.  Last  month  it  wrote  $2,162,000  new  business, 
the  largest  month's  business  since  organized  six- 
teen year's  ago.  This  makes,  in  round  nmnbers. 
$10,000,000  new  business  for  the  first  half  of  this 
year.  This  is  a  gain  of  62  per  cent,  over  the  busi- 
ness of  '94  in  the  same  period.  These  figures  tes- 
tify to  a  strong  demand  for  the  natural  premium  or 
unloaded  premium  life  insurance,  which  this  suc- 
cessful Des  Moines  company  is  making  a  specialty 
of.  The  gereral  agency  for  California  is  at  Los 
Angeles,  with  E.  S.  Stilson  in  charge  as  state 
agent.  An  agency  has  just  been  established  in  the 
Mills  building  in  San  Francisco. 
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Life  and  Casualty  Paragraphs. 

The  Nederlaud  Life  is  comiug  West. 

The  Standard  of  Detroit  is  developing  its 
business  in  the  Southeast. 

The  National  Benefit  and  Casualty  of  Mil- 
waukee is  insolvent.     Next  1 

The  Fidelity  &  Casualty  has  authority  to 
do  a  title  insurance  business. 

The  certificate  of  the  Bankers  Alliance  of 
Los  Angeles  has  been  revoked  in  Kansas. 

The  Fidelity  &  Casualty's  new  sky-seraper 
in  New  York  already  yields  a  handsome  in- 
come. 

The  Pacific  Surety  of  San  Francisco  does 
the  largest  surety  business  on  the  Pacific 
Coast. 

The  Fidelity  &  Casualty  Company  issues  a 
bicyclist  policy  at  S3  per  $1,000,  with  «5  weekly 
benefit. 

The  American  Surety  will  increase  its  capi- 
tal to  *2, 500, 000.  It  is  the  largest  surety  com- 
pany in  the  world. 

The  Covenant  Mutual  Benefit  Association 
is  undei'going  an  examination  by  four  states' 
insurance  departments. 

The  licenses  of  the  Mutual  Reserve  and 
Covenant  Mutual  assessment  associations 
have  been  revoked  by  the  Kansas  insurance 
superintendent,  for  refusal  to  give  $50,000 
bond. 

It  is  proiX)sed.  in  accident  insurance,  to 
make  two  classes  of  bicycle-riders— pleasure 
and  business.  We  should  prefer  to  insure  the 
latter,  for  they  will  never  "coast"'  nor 
"scorch." 

The  American  Accident  of  Louisville  has 
reinsured  in  Mr.  Pett's  new  company,  the 
United  States  Casualty.  The  American,  like 
the  late  lamented  U.  S.  Mutual,  was  an 
assessment  company. 

Insurance  Commissioner  Rose  of  Texas  has 
warned  the  people  of  his  state  that  "secret 
societies  and  so-called  fraternal  organiza- 
tions'' doing  a  life,  accident  and  sick  benefit 
business  are  unreliable. 

The  average  commission  paid  on  new  busi- 
ness is  52  per  cent.,  and  on  renewals  6  per 
cent.  The  range  is  from  27  to  65  per  cent,  for 
new  business  and  from  3.5  to  S  for  renewals. 
To  create  the  average  for  new  business  the 
extreme  range  must  be  near  75  per  cent. 


The  supreme  court  of  Iowa  recently  ruled 
(63  N.  W.  R.  192)  that  a  promise  to  pay  "not 
exceeding"  a  stipulated  sum  is  not  a  promise 
to  pay  that  sum,  even  though  coupled  with  a 
declaration  of  a  "purpose  to  pay  the  full  sum." 

The  Sonoma.  Cal.,  court  has  sustained  de- 
fendants demurrer  in  the  case  of  Insurance 
Commissioner  Higgins  v.  Mutual  Relief  Asso- 
ciation of  Petaluma,  holding  that  the  plaintiff 
could  not  bring  an  action  in  his  own  name  as 
commissioner. 

The  Loudon  Guarantee  &  Accident  with- 
drew from  Kansas  and  Texas  on  account  of  the 
alleged  "bad  moral  hazard."  This  is  the  first 
time  that  accident  policyholders  in  one  state 
have  been  declared  to  be  less  honest  than 
accident  policyholders  in  another  state. 

It  has  been  stated  on  good  authority  (says 
an  exchange)  that  during  the  thirteen  years 
ending  with  1893  the  loss  ratio  of  the  accident 
companies  in  Great  Britain  has  increased  from 
48  to  54  per  cent.  The  combined  ratio  of  all 
the  companies  in  the  United  States  in  1893 
was  less  than  44  per  cent.,  and  not  materially 
different  from  the  average  for  ten  years  past. 

The  representatives  of  "the  natural  prem- 
ium life  insurance  companies  doing  business 
in  California"'  have  organized  the  Natural 
Premium  Underwriters"  Association  of  the 
Pacific  Coast.  The  officers  are  :  D.  G.  Dexter, 
Massachusetts  Benefit,  president;  S.  N. 
Wickoff.  Covenant  Mutual,  vice-pres. :  F.  L. 
Weed,  Northwestern  Life  Ass"n,  secretary: 
H.  D.  Rowe,  Northwestern  Masonic,  treas- 
urer. Among  the  announced  objects  is  "'pro- 
tection from  anv  and  all  attacks." 


Death  of  George  F.  BisselJ. 
This  well  known  Chicago  fire  underwriter, 
for  many  years  the  Western  manager  of  the 
Hartford  Fire  Ins.  Co..  died  at  Asheville,  N. 
C,  last  month,  in  his  sixty-eighth  year.  Mr. 
Bissell  was  one  of  the  ablest  underwriters  in 
the  country.  The  Chicago  board  paid  elo- 
quent tribute  to  his  memory,  and  quoted  fi'oni 
his  own  memorable  address  before  the  Fire 
Underwriters'  Association  of  the  Northwest, 
in  iSgi,  to  describe  his  successful  career: 
"  Who  and  what  soi't  of  man  will  he  be  who 
climbs  the  ladder  of  success?  He  will  be 
trained  in  his  profession,  commencing  near 
the  lower  round  of  the  ladder.  His  grasp 
will  extend  beyond  the  mere  technique  of  the 
business,  and  take  in  conditions  of  finance 
and  trade,  the  study  of  men  and  movements, 
and  their  relations  to  the  general  entei-prise 
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in  hand.  He  will  be  a  man  of  details,  never 
losinK  sight  of  the  small  things  in  the  busi- 
ness. He  will  be  no  specialist,  working  along 
narrow  lines.  He  will  neither  cling  to  nor 
discard  the  old  because  it  is  old,  nor  chase 
after  or  reject  the  new  because  it  is  new. 
He  will  be  an  even  and  well  balanced  man, 
not  carried  away  by  unusual  success  nor  cast 
down  by  unusual  reverses,  for  success  and  re- 
verses will  never  cease  to  follow  each  other  in 
the  life  of  the  underwriter." 


Hew  Korthwest  Insurance  Association. 

The  local  board  in  Portland,  Or.,  sent  out  a 
circular  to  all  important  agencies  in  Oregon, 
Washington  and  Idaho,  last  month,  calling  for 
a  convention  to  be  held  in  Portland  on  July  9. 
Replies  were  promptly  received  from  nearly 
all  the  agents,  and  a  number  attended  the 
■  meeting.  Following  is  a  list  of  the  delegates 
who  were  pi'esent,  representing  the  boards  in 
the  towns  mentioned : 

Boise,  Jonas  W.  Brown.  Cliarles  A.  Clark;  Seat- 
tle, Frank  Hentord;  Tacoma,  S.  R.  BalkwiU;  Port 
Townsend,  J.  R.  Mason;  Spokane.  Arthur  D.  Jouos  : 
Ellensburg,  P.  H.  W.  Ross ;  Olympia,  T.  N.  Ford : 
CoUax,  J.  W.  Higsins;  Newberg,  J.  K.  Wright; 
Salem.  C.  D.  Gabrielson,  J.  G.  Wright.  N.  J.  Judah; 
The  Dalles.  Thomas  A.  Hudson ;  Gervais,  McKin- 
ley  Mitchell ;  Pendleton,  W.  P.  Lathrop.  J.  M.  Bcut- 
ly;  Roseburg,  Wayne  Jones;  Albany.  S.  N.  Steele, 
M.  Senders,  J.  W.  Senft;  Portland,  Herbert  Folger, 
A.  Diamond,  Henry  Hewitt,  S.  B.  Morse.  Arthur 
Wilson,  W.  B.  Streeter,  Philip  S.  Bates;  HlUsboro, 
J.  G.  Knight. 

John  G.  Wright,  of  Salem,  was  first 
elected  temporary  chairman,  but  was  super- 
seded by  Frank  Hanford,  of  Seattle.  Philip 
S.  Bates,  of  Portland,  was  elected  secretary 
pro  teni.  Henry  Hewitt  of  Portland  was 
afterward  elected  president. 

The  territory  formed  by  three  states  was 
divided  into  two  districts,  a  northern  and  a 
soutliern,  and  an  executive  committee  was 
elected,  the  members  for  the  northern  district 
being  as  follows; 

For  Northern  Idaho  and  Palouse,  J.  W.  Hlggins, 
Colfax;  Jay  Layer.  Wallace,  Idaho;  Arthur  D. 
Jones,  Spokane;  S.  R.  BalkwiU,  Tacoma;  Frank 
Hanford,  Seattle ;  T.  N.  Ford,  Olymina ;  J.  R.  Ma- 
son. Port  Townsend. 

For  the  southern  district,  the  members  are; 
Southern  Idaho,  Jonas  W.  Brown,  Charles  A.  Clark. 
Boise;  Eastern  Oregon,  Thomas  Hudson,  The 
Dalles;  W.  P.  Lathrop.  Pendleton;  Willamette 
valley  and  Southera  Oregon,  John  G.  Wright,  Sa- 
lem; Wayne  Jones.  Roseburg;  Portland,  Herbert 
Folger. 

Thomas  J.  Conroy  was  elected  chief  sur- 
veyor.    Messrs.  Stillman  and  Conroy  are  now 


in  San  Francisco,  presumably  as  representa- 
tives of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Northwest  Insurance  Association. 

Article  III  of  the  constitution  says :  "Mem- 
bership in  the  association  shall  be  based  upon 
cities,  towns  and  localities;  the  membership 
to  lie  in  local  boards  whei-e  such  exist,  and 
elsewhere  in  committees  elected  by  the  local 
agents."  Assessments  are  limited  to  I'i  per 
cent. 

The  Martinsburg:  Insurance  Company. 

West  Virginia  is  the  breeding-ground  of  in- 
surance wildcats,  and  one  of  them,  with  the 
foregoing  name,  has  been  writing  some  busi- 
ness in  Sonoma  county,  Cal.,  through  the 
agency  of  one  E.  A.  Shanklin.  The  fellow  is 
now  reported  to  be  in  Mendocino  countj'.  At 
Healdsburg  he  ''insured"  Jo  Wah  Lee,  a 
Chinese  laundryman.  The  amount  written 
was  $1,000,  and  the  premium,  it  is  said,  was 
#50,  which  Jo  promptly  paid.  The  Chiiiaman 
was  burned  out.  Correspondence  with  a  law- 
yer in  Martinsburg,  W.  Va. ,  brought  out  the 
fact  that  no  such  company  is  known  there. 
The  lawyer  said  that  if  the  man  purported 
to  be  the  president  has  any  connection  with 
it  (as  he  probably  does)  it  is  a  swindle,"  for  he 
is  a  mountebank  who  has  been  connected  with 
similar  swindles.  The  Martinsburg  illegal 
policy  was  delivered  by  Oscar  Boehm  of 
Windsor,  near  Healdsburg.  The  insurance 
department  declares  itself  unable  to  proceed 
against  Boehm  or  Shanklin,  because  the  offense 
was  committed  over  a  year  ago,  and  is  barred 
by  the  statute  of  limitation.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances these  fellows  can  do  a  thriving 
and  comparatively  safe  business  (barring  tar 
and  feathers)  wx'iting  long  term  policies  in 
wildcats  and  other  unauthorized  companies. 


Bankers'  Alliance. 
The  Bankers  Alliance  of  Los  Angeles 
is  making  a  rather  strong  and  pretentious 
canvass  for  business.  It  offers  a  good  deal, 
but  its  guarantee  is  hardly  equal  to  its  offer. 
The  combination  of  accident  and  life  insurance 
in  one  policy  may  be  all  right,  but  it  carries 
with  it  the  gravest  possibilities  of  disaster. 
The  rates  offered  by  the  Bankers  do  not 
cover  the  weekly  indemnity  hazard  of  the 
accident  half  of  the  insurance  contract.  We 
challenge  the  ofUcers  of  the  associatioh  to  prove 
otherwise.  The  contract  must  be  treated  as 
life  insurance,  not  term  insurance,  in  discuss- 
ing the  ability  of  the  association  to  meet  its 
obligations.  We  hope  that  the  officers,  or  one 
of  them,  will  accept  our  challenge. 
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California  Insurance  Report. 

COMMISSIONEH   HlliGINS  D|S<TSSES   THE   FlHE   IN- 

SDitAN(;E  Rate  Wah— Review  hfthe  Depart- 
ment's WoitK. 

From  advance  s)ieets  of  the  anuualreport  of 
Insurance  Commissioner  Higgins,  of  Califor- 
nia, we  are  able  to  make  some  seasonable  quo- 
tations on  the  prevailing  "unpleasantness"  in 
fire  insurance  circles.  The  decision  of  the 
United  States  supreme  court  in  the  Hooper 
(marine)  case  is  printed  in  full.  The  commis- 
sioner says  he  will  enforce  the  statute  pro- 
hibiting the  removal  of  actions  from  state  to 
federal  courts.  The  law  regarding  impair- 
ment of  capital  stock,  Mr.  Higgins  believes, 
should  be  amended  so  that  any  impairment 
would  render  the  company  insolvent.  Such  a 
law  would  probably  have  saved  the  State  In- 
vestment and  the  insurance  business  the 
scandal  of  a  rotten  failure.  Large  surplus 
funds  in  life  insurance  are  declared  to  be  "a 
source  of  danger  to  the  state  and  nation, 
owing  to  the  rapacity  of  legislators." 

Lloyds,  Mr.  Higgins  now  rules,  are  entitled 
to  admission  to  the  state  if  they  comply  with 
the  statutes.  This  is  the  first  intimation  we 
have  heard  that  the  Lloyds  were  not  so  en- 
titled when  able  to  comply  with  the  law.  The 
objection  to  the  Lloyds  has  been  their  inabil- 
ity to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  California 
statutes  as  to  capital  or  surplus  funds,  and 
their  ability  to  write  business  in  defiance  of 
the  law  and  the  commissioner.  The  Lloyds 
people,  moreover,  have'held  that  they  are  not 
amenable  to  the  law.  It  is  doubtful  whether 
sections  419  and  420  of  the  Civil  Code  apply  to 
the  Lloyds.  Section  596  of  the  Pol.  Code, 
however,  is  explicit  as  to  the  necessity  of  a 
certificate  of  authority  from  the  insurance  de- 
partment. Without  such  authority  every  pol- 
icy issued  by  Lloyd  individual  underwriters 
is  null  and  void.  Whether  the  Lloyds  can  com- 
pel the  commissioner  to  issue  such  certificate  is 
a  question  for  the  courts  to  decide.  Meantime, 
property-holders  are  "throwing  money  to  the 
birds"  when  they  pay  money  to  these  Lloyds 
vultures  for  their  policies. 

We  quote  as  follows  from  Mr.  Higgins's 
breezy  report  on  fire  insurance. 

"cut  rates." 

The  "street''  has  been  in  a  state  of  turmoil  from 
early  to  late  for  some  months,  owin^  to  the  disso- 
lution of  the  Pacific  Insurance  Union  and  the 
unavailing  struggles  of  its  successor  to  control  the 
situation. 

The  Pacific  Insurance  Union  was  probably  the 
most  successful  insurance  compact,  in  many  re- 


spects, ever  in  existence,  and  its  loss  of  power  has 
given  the  general  pulilic,  in  many  localities,  insur- 
ance at  greatly  reduced  rates,  although  on  the 
quiet  the  more  favored  ones  had  tor  years  received 
concessions  from  a  few  of  the  companies. 

The  preliminary  reports  of  the  companies  doing 
business  in  California  showed  some  features  in 
volume  of  business  written  b.y  various  companies, 
which  strengthened  the  idea  prevalent  in  many 
minds  that  rate-cutting  on  the  sly  had  become  a 
line  art  and  a  permanent  feature  with  many  com- 
panies belonging  to  the  compact,  and  hence  a  war 
broke  out,  which,  up  to  the  present  date,  has  defied 
all  control  and  which  bids  fair  to  continue  some 
time. 

The  personal  ambitions  and  animosities  of  the 
resident  managers  must  have  much  to  do  with  the 
present  situation,  but  as  all  are  subordinate  to  the 
home  management,  there  is  no  escape  from  the  con- 
clusion that  the  companies  themselves  approve  the 
war  of  rates,  as  the  losses  must  be  paid,  and  from 
the  premium  income,  which  is  also  the  source  of 
their  dividends. 

As  stockholders  of  insurance  companies  do  not 
diJter  very  materially  from  moneyed  men  generally, 
it  can  hardly  be  that  the  home  management  reason 
that  the  profits  of  the  business  on  this  Coast  have 
been  great  enough  to  justify  a  loss  for  a  few  years. 
The  average  loss  ratio  on  Are  risks  for  twenty 
years  in  this  stale  has  been  37.5  per  cent.,  and  last 
year  was  44.4  per  cent.,  which,  with  an  average  ex- 
pense ratio  of  35  per  cent.  (Which  I  think  is  a  fair 
estimate),  left  a  balance  of  20  per  cent,  of  the  prem- 
ium income  in  favor  of  the  company. 

While  it  is  to  be  expected  that  those  unfamiliar 
with  the  business  will  jump  at  the  conclusion  that 
this  is  all  clear  profit,  insurance  men  should  know 
better,  and  not  go  wild  over  the  subject. 

After  deducting  the  re-insurance  reserve,  and  a 
reasonable  amount  of  surplus  to  meet  the  con- 
flagration hazard,  the  net  profit  is  not  so  great  that 
managers  can  afford  to  write  risks  for  a  small  per 
cent,  of  the  actual  cost,  which  is  being  done  daily. 
It  goes  without  saying  that  competition  in  insur- 
ance rates  is  the  only  safeguard  against  excessive 
rates,  and  that  the  dissolution  of  any  compact  or 
combination  which  has  for  its  object  the  maii;- 
tenance  of  tmreasonable  rates,  is  in  the  interests  of 
the  people. 

To  my  mind  security  is  more  desirable  than 
cheapness,  and  if  both  cannot  be  had,  the  interests 
of  the  insured  are  with  the  former. 

The  happy  medium  of  security  and  fair  rates  is 
as  far  from  being  realized  under  existing  circum- 
stances as  it  was  under  the  compact,  for  competi- 
tion which  endangers  the  security  of  the  policy- 
holders is  very  undesirable. 

True,  this  is  only  a  small  territory,  but  such  ex- 
cessive rate-cutting  as  is  being  indulged  in  here 
engenders  distrust,  in  the  minds  of  impartial  ob- 
servers, of  the  fitness  of  those  who  permit  it  to  con- 
trol the  destinies  of  the  great  interests  entrusted 
to  them,  for  the  future  prosperity  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  people  is  in  their  hands. 
While  I  am  pleased  that  so  many  of  our  people 
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have  been  enabled,  during  these  hard  limes,  lo 
obtain  insurance  at  reduced  cost,  yet  that  very 
fact  has  attendant  dangers  to  the  great  body  of  the 
insured  who  are  unable  to  obtain  the  reduction. 

Many  companies  whose  managers  might  approve 
any  reasonable  competition,  have  withdrawn  from 
the  state,  or  ceased  writing,  and  the  fewer  the 
companies  the  easier  to  form  combinations  to  ad- 
vance rates  that  will  make  up  the  deficiency  caused 
by  the  present  competition. 

Cancellation  of  cut-rate  policies  generally  will 
not  be  possible,  and  forced  adjustment  of  losses, 
may  not  follow,  and  yet  I  am  free  to  say  that  I,  for 
one,  do  not  have  so  much  faith  in  the  fairness  of 
foreign  capital  towards  our  people  as  will  lead  me 
to  believe  that  the  protits  they  have  enjoyed  for  so 
many  years  will  not  be  forgotten  when  losses  are 
to  be  paid,  and  that  in  some  such  manner  will  the 
general  public  be  made  to  pay  for  the  concessions 
granted  the  few. 

The  great  fluctuation  in  rates  shows  the  untrust- 
worthiness  of  the  rule  by  which  re-insurance  re- 
serves are  calculated.  Many  risks  have  been  writ- 
ten at  80  per  cent,  off  the  "regular"  rates,  and  in 
rare  instances,  even  90  per  cent.     . 

To  illustrate:  A  risk  that  one  year  ago  was  in- 
sured at  a  premium  of  $500  is  to-day  being  carried 
at  say,  $100.  The  re-insurance  reserve  required  on 
December  31,  1894,  against  that  risk  was  8250.  On 
December  3i.st  next  the  company  will  only  be  re- 
quired to  have  550  re-insurance  reserve,  while  the 
amount  at  risk  and  the  probable  danger  from  loss 
are  just  the  same,  although  the  company  is  re- 
quired to  carry  but  one-fifth  in  assets  to  guarantee 
safety  to  its  policyholders.  This  would  result  in 
an  abnormal  increase  in  surx)lus,  were  the  war  an 
extended  one,  which,  when  rates  are  raised,  would 
again  be  reduced  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
law  regarding  re-insurance  reserves,  making  the 
fluctuations  so  great  that  it  would  be  impossible 
almost  to  ascertain  the  true  financial  condition  of 
the  companies. 

Many  of  the  companies  here  authorized  their 
representatives  in  this  state  to  extend  the  term  of 
existing  policies  by  stamping  across  their  face  the 
date  to  which  the  insurance  is  extended.  A  policy 
being  presented  for  cancellation,  the  agent,  instead 
of  canceling  and  issuing  a  new  policy  for  the  re- 
turn premium  at  the  short  rates,  stamps  or  writes 
across  the  face  of  the  same  an  extension  for  the 
period  which  the  return  premium  will  carry  the  in- 
surance at  the  low  rate.  Some  companies  will  not 
permit  this,  and  claim  that  these  extensions  are 
not  reported  as  new  business.  This  will  cause  in- 
correct annual  statements,  if  true,  and  the  at- 
tention of  the  insurance  departments  of  the  various 
states  where  these  companies  are  required  is  called 
to  the  matter.  This  department  will  endeavor  to 
ascertain  the  truth  of  the  complaints,  and  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  correct  the  practice. 

Insurance  men  generally  think  that  the  people 
are  much  prejudiced  against  the  business  of  fire 
insurance,  and  unjustly  complain  of  the  rates 
charged. 

If  this  be  true,  no  one  is  to  blame  but  the  fra- 
ternity itself,  for  they  furnish  to  the  people  the 


cudgel  with  which  the  hardest  blows  are  wielded, 
as  happily  illustrated  in  a  local  journal— when  in 
the  compact  they  "fought  like  devils  for  concilia- 
tion/' but  when  out  "they  hate  each  other  for  the 
love  of  God." 

They  are  a  happy  family  when  all  united  uuder 
some  iron-clad  arrangement,  but  when  in  war  they 
say  enough  harsh  things  about  one  another  to  con- 
vince even  their  most  vindictive  enemy  that  what 
he  has  believed  of  them  is  not  severe  enough  to 
meet  the  truth,  for  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  they 
must  know  whereof  they  speak  upon  an  insurance 
question. 

The  business  of  this  state  has  been  a  very  profit- 
able one,  generally  speaking,  even  when  the  busi- 
ness as  a  whole  has  not  been  remunerative,  at 
least  to  any  great  degree,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  reasonable  competition  will  continue  long 
enough  to  make  our  rates  for  a  few  years  fairly 
average  with  what  has  been  charged  in  other  sec- 
lions  of  the  country. 


Present  State  of  Coast  Fire  Underwriting. 

Since  the  last  issue  of  the  Coast  Review 
fire  underwriting  affairs  in  this  field,  instead 
of  preseutiug  an  improved  aspect,  have  suf- 
fered ''a  relapse."  The  "war  of  rates"  has 
extended  to  parts  of  Oregon  and  Washington, 
two  states  in  which  the  experience  of  the 
companies  least  justifies  any  I'ate-cutting. 
The  tables  printed  elsewhere  support  us  in 
this  assertion.  The  contest  appears  to  be 
resolving  itself  into  one  of  mere  endurance, 
with  the  principle  of  non-iutercourse  at  issue. 

General  Agent  Magill  of  the  Home  and  Phce- 
nix,  according  to  the  best  information  at 
our  command,  opened  the  fight  in  the 
Willamette  Valley,  Oregon,  and  other  com- 
panies immediately  engaged.  Business  was 
promptly  "tied  up,"  as  it  is  called,  with  a 
non-cancellation  clause,  by  the  bait  of  a  re- 
bate. Twenty'"  to  twenty-five  percent,  rebates, 
according  to  locality,  are  reported  in  many  of 
the  smaller  towns  of  Oregon  and  Washington. 
Following  these  offers,  made  by  all  companies, 
were  offers  of  extremely  low  rates.  The  un- 
fortunate experience  in  California  is  being 
repeated  on  a  smaller  scale  in  the  Northwest. 

Both  sides,  we  understand,  disclaim  any 
responsibility  for  the  extension  of  hostilities. 
A  spark  was  dropped  into  the  powder  maga- 
zine. There  were  disquieting  rumoi's  from 
the  Northwest— rumors  of  a  tieing-up  and 
of  subsequent  slashing — and  some  general 
"moved  on  the  enemy,"  in  anticipation  of  an 
attack. 

The  Coast  Review  is  not  in  possession  of  all 
the  inside  facts,  of  course,  but  from  our  point 
of  view  General  Agent  Magill  is  open  to 
criticism    for    "opening   up"    Ox-egon.      This 
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diversion,  at  least,  seems  to  have  been 
an  error  o(  judtrment. 

The  present  condition  of  fire  underwriting 
affairs  in  this  field  is  unworthy  of  the  gen- 
eral agents  and  of  the  companies  themselves. 
What  are  they  fighting  for;  Haven't  "the 
offenders'"  been  sufllciently  punished;  Is  the 
principle  of  non-inteivourse  the  real  matter  at 
issue; 

All  will  admit  that  it  is  time  for  the  fire 
underwriters  to  come  together  and  co-operate 
in  forming  a  new  organization.  Conceding 
that  it  would  be  only  a  patched-up  peace,  it 
must  be  conceded  also  that  any  kind  of  peace 
is  desirable.  An  armistice  might  cool  heads 
now  at  fever  heat. 

The  projected  board  in  the  Northwest,  re- 
ferred to  elsewhere,  may  secure  the  co-opera- 
tion of  all  the  companies.  There  is  gi-ound  for 
an  expression  of  hope. 

Mr.  Magill,  so  the  Coast  Review  is  in- 
formed, disclaims  any  intention  of  opening  up 
a  war  of  rates  in  the  Northwest  where  local 
boards  are  in  possession  of  the  situation, 
namely,  Portland,  Seattle,  Tacoma  and  Spo- 
kane.   

The  Coast  Review  Committee. 
In  our  last  issue  we  nominated  a  •■harmon- 
izing" committee,  and  assigned  to  them  the 
task  of  organizing  an  association  for  California, 
Nevada  and  Arizona.  It  is  admitted  that  this 
was  a  good  and  acceptable  committee,  but  the 
membel-s  could  not  be  got  together,  each 
waiting  for  somebodyelse  to  take  the  initia- 
■tory  steps.  In  the  meantime  the  Board  of 
Fire  Underwriters  is  unable  and  does  not  at- 
tempt to  enforce  its  rules  and  regulations 
whei'e  the  non-board  element  opens  a  war  of 
rates.  W.  J.  Calliugham,  RoUa  V.  Watt,  N. 
T.  James  and  Brown,  Craig  &  Co.  have  re- 
cently withdrawn  from  the  board,  and  there- 
fore there  is  greater  need  tor  a  new  organi- 
zation. 


Cannery  Fires  in  British  Columbia. 

On  June  i  the  Windsor  cannery  at  Aber- 
deen, B.  C. ,  was  burned.  Loss.  $50,000.  On 
June  12  another  cannei-y,  at  Westminster 
was  burned,  making  the  third  fire  of  the  kind 
in  British  Columbia  within  a  few  days,  and 
liringiug  the  loss  up  to?ii5,ooo.  At  the  West- 
minster fire  the  firemen  found  that  the  water 
had  been  turned  off.  Neai-ly  all  the  plate- 
glass  windows  in  the  vicinity  were  broken  by 
the  heat.  On  July  3  the  Dunfries  cannery 
at  Steveston  cavight  fire  at  i  o'clock  a.  ,m. 
The  flames  quickly  spread  to  the  Phoenix  can- 


nery, adjoining,  and  in  a  short  time  both  can- 
neries were  in  ashes.  The  losses,  about  4^50,- 
000,  were  covered.  In  the  Dunfries  6,000  cases 
of  salmon  had  recently  been  stored.  On  the 
same  day  at  Vancouver  the  Brunette  mills 
and  Laidlaw  cannery  were  totally  destroyed 
by  fire.  Evei'vthing  was  drv  and  burned  like 
tindei-.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  the  Cos- 
tello  cannery  on  the  Fraser  river  burned  in 
June.  This  makes  a  total  of  six  canneries 
burned  in  British  Columbia  in  a  little  over 
thirty  days. 


Reinsurance  of  the  Sun  Insurance  Company. 

As  we  go  to  press  to-day  (July  15)  announce- 
ment is  made  of  the  reinsui'ance  of  the  fire 
and  marine  risks  of  the  Sun  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  San  Francisco  by  the  Firemans  Fund 
Insurance  Company.  The  Sun  will  retire 
from  business.  The  stockholders  will  prob- 
ably receive  the  full  amount  of  their  stwk. 
All  claims  will  be  paid  promptly,  and  the 
affairs  of  the  company  will  be  settled  honor- 
ably as  regards  both  stockholders  and  policy- 
holders. 

The  i-etirement  of  this  San  Francisco  com- 
pany has  not  been  unexpected.  On  Jan- 
uary I,  1895,  its  net  surplus  was  only  $15,037. 
Its  Eastern  marine  business  was  very  un- 
profitable, and  the  losses  thereon  materially 
cut  down  the  surplus.  On  the  Pacific  Coast 
the  Sun  did  a  profitable  business.  The  pres- 
ent condition  of  fire  underwriting  in  this 
field,  however,  persuaded  the  directors  to 
accept  a  favorable  reinsurance  offer.  It  is  to 
be  regretted  that  they  did  not  wait  a  little 
longer  for  the  turn  of  the  tide. 

We  congratulate  the  policyholders  on  the 
transfer  of  their  indemnity  to  so  staunch  a 
company  as  the  Firemans  Fund,  with  its 
?i, 850,000  surplus.  The  Firemans  Fund  peo- 
ple, too,  are  to  be  congratulated  on  securing 
the  business  of  the  Sun  in  their  own  field. 

By  the  terms  of  the  contract  the  reinsurer 
takes  over  the  entire  fire  and  marine  busi- 
ness of  the  Sun,  and  assumes  all  losses  under 
its  policies  from  12  o'clock  noon  of  July  15. 

The  Sun  was  incorporated  February  i,  1882, 
with  $300,000  capital.  C.  L.  Taylor,  formerly 
president  of  the  Merchants  Mutual  Marine 
Ins.  Co.  of  San  Francisco,  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Sun,  which  position  he  has  since 
held.  Ed.  E.  Potter  was  elected  seci-etary 
and  treasurer.  The  present  secretary  and 
treasurer  is  Wm.  H.  Friend,  who  succeeded 
Mr.  Potter  several  years  ago. 


The  Northwest  is  swarming  with  specials. 
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— lusurance  Commissioner  Higgins  reads  the 
insurance  papers. 

—The  American  Wheelmen's  Protection  As- 
sociation, of  Chicago,  with  an  alleged  capital 
of  $50,000,  is  the  latest.  The  "lightning  spec- 
ial" E.  D.  Sniffen  is  secretary.      NufE  sed. 

—In  Wisconsin  the  Travelers  has  won  a  vic- 
tory, the  courts  holding  that  its  payment  of  a 
license  fee  as  a  life  company  exempts  it  from 
the  two  per  cent,  tax  imposed  on  accident  com- 
panies. 

—James  E.  JDavis  of  Portland,  representing 
the  Fire  Association,  committed  suicide  a  few 
days  ago.  He  could  not  meet  his  obligations. 
A  press  dispatch  says  he  owed  the  Fire  Asso- 
ciation $6,000.  This  is  a  pretty  severe  loss  to 
the  company. 

— The  semi-annual  statement  of  the  Home  of 
New  York  (A.  E.  Magill,  general  agent) 
shows  a  gain  of  $248,724  in  assets  and  a  gain 
of  $273,581  in  net  surplus.  The  assets  of  the 
Home  on  July  ist  were  $9,408,560,  and  the  net 
sui'plus  was  $1,344,009.  The  usual  semi-annual 
dividend  was  paid. 

— The  semi-annual  statement  of  the  Hanover 
of  New  York  (Cesar  Bertheau,  Coast  mana- 
ger) shows  an  increase  of  over  $150,000  in  as- 
sets and  about  $120,000  in  net  surplus  since 
January  ist.  The  Hanover  now  has  $2,400,000 
assets  and  $230,000  net  surplus,  and  $1,230,000 
sui-plus  as  regards  policyholders.  In  1894  its 
premium  income  increased  $459,000.  Manager 
Bertheau  increased  its  business  in  this  field 
from  $78,000  to  $88,675  i"  premiums.  In  the 
last  five  years  the  Hanover's  loss  ratio  on  the 
Coast  has  averaged  less  than  36  per  cent. 

— General  Agent  Gutte  of  the  Magdeburg 
Fire  appeared  before  the  board  of  supervisors 
of  San  Francisco  last  month  and  made  a  force- 
ful argument  for  the  extension  of  the  flre- 
limits  a  short  distance  on  each  side  of  every 
business  street  in  the  city.  This  done,  there 
would  soon  be  a  liberal  sprinkling  of  brick 
buildings,  which  would  greatly  aid  the  fire 
department  in  checking  a  conflagration.  We 
suggest  a  new  Are  ordinance,  to-wit  that 
every  building  hereafter  erected  in  the  entire 
city,  .except  dwellings,  be  required  to  be  con- 
structed of  brick,  stone,  iron  or  terra  cotta — or 
aluminum ;  and  that  no  frame  dwelling  be  al- 
lowed to  be  converted  into  a  stoi-e,  saloon, 
warehouse  or  factory.  It  is  time  for  business 
men  of  San  Francisco  to  interest  themselves 
in  the  conflagration  hazard,  and  use  their 
potent  influence  with  boards  of  supervisors. 


—The  Mill  Ownei-s'  Mutual  Fire  has  just  been 
organized  in  Chicago. 

—J.  Heron  Duncan,  manager  of  the  Royal  Ex- 
change, will  accompany  Manager  Dickson  on 
his  return  from  Europe  iu  September. 

— Cancellation  of  a  placer  claim  entry  by  the 
federal  land  department  when  not  communi- 
cated to  the  insurer  will  forfeit  the  policy  as 
rendering  the  title  imperfect. 

— Insui'ance  paid  to  an  employe  under  an  em- 
ployers' liability  policy  is  not  a  part  of  the  as- 
sets of  deceased  and  is  not  attachable  by  his 
creditors.    Ga.  S.  C,  S.  E.  R.  141. 

—The  Colorado  court  of  appeals  holds  that  a 
statute  prohibiting  citizens  of  that  state  from 
contracting  in  a  foreign  state  for  insurance 
on  property  in  Colorado,  with  a  company  not 
licensed  to  do  business  in  Colorado,  would  be 
unconstitutional. 

— In  Union  Ins.  Co.  v.  American  Fire  Ins.  Co. , 
Cal.  S.  C,  it  was  held  that  a  reinsurer  is  not 
liable  to  the  insurer  for  a  loss  which,  un- 
known to  either  party,  occurred  before  the  re- 
insurance was  effected,  where  the  parties  con- 
tracted with  reference  to  a  custom  thi^t  rein- 
surance took  effect  from  the  time  when  it  was 
granted. 

— How  Strange  ! — When  an  insurance  com- 
pany is  making  money  "hand  over  fist"  it 
does  not  increase  its  advertising  expendi- 
tures, and  when  it  is  losing  money,  and  needs 
the  appearance  of  prosperity  lest  agents  appre- 
hend its  retirement,  and  should  court  atten- 
tion lest  it  be  forgotten,  it  discontinues  its 
adverti-sements,  and  cuts  all  expenses  except 
the  managers'  salaries.  The  latter  are  sacred, 
and  the  woodmen  spares  them.  How  passing 
strange ! 

— The  Effect  in  London. — We  do  not  know 
whether  the  wnrehimsemaii  and  rtraper happens 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  state  of  things  ex- 
isting in  California,  but  whether  or  not  that 
is  the  case,  this  particular  curse,  like  the  pi'o- 
verbial  chicken,  seems  to  have  come  home  to 
roost,  even  though  California  is  "thousands of 
miles  off. "  British  oftices  can  scarcely  be  ex- 
onerated from  some  responsibility  in  connection 
with  the  state  of  affaii's  now  ruling  on  the 
Pacific,  and  it  will  probably  be  a  new  experi- 
ence for  them  to  have  San  Francisco  rates 
quoted  in  London  as  a  reason  why  British 
warehouse  and  drapery  risks  should  be  re- 
vised ;  and  if  the  point  is  put  forward  clearly, 
we  hardly  see  how  the  offices  w-ill  make  an 
effective  parry. — Ins.  Observer. 
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—The  MX.ua,  Life's  quarterly  publication  has 
been  greatly  improved. 

— Life  insurance  will  show  gains  in  this  field 
in  the  annual  totals,  next  January. 

—The  Fourth  was  celebrated  this  year  on  the 
Coast,  especially  in  California,  with  unusual 
zest  and  with  extraordinary  expenditures  of 
money.  This  fact  we  note  as  evidence  of 
prosperity  as  well  as  patriotism. 

— Local  agents  at  Eugene,  Or.,  have  organized 
a  local  board,  with  B.  P.  Dorris  as  president; 
F.  M.  Wilkius,  vice  president ;  H.  N.  Cocker- 
line,  secretary ;  executive  committee— Geo  P. 
Craw,  H.  Mc  Murphey,  F.  M.  Campbell. 

—Clarence  M.  Smith,  general  agent  of  the 
Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.,  is  visit- 
ing the  home  office  at  Milwaukee.  He  is 
accompanied  by  .Mrs.  Smith.  The  North- 
western Mutual  holds  three  meetings— on 
July  15,  16  and  17— the  annual  meeting,  of  the 
company,  of  the  general  agents,  and  of  all 
the  representatives.  This  great  American 
life  company,  which  confines  its  business  to 
America,  is  a  very  popular  and  conservative 
institution. 

— E.  S.  Stilson  of  Los  Angeles,  state  agent  of 
the  Bankers  Life  Association  of  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  visited  San  Francisco  last  month  and 
appointed  Geo.  L.  Jackman  general  agent  of 
his  company  for  the  counties  of  San  Francisco, 
Alameda,  Contra  Costa,  San  Mateo  and  Santa 
Cruz.  Mr.  Jackman  has  been  a  resident  of 
'Frisco  for  the  past  three  years.  He  is  a  hard 
worker,  a  gentleman  of  culture  and  of  good 
address,  and  will  doubtless  make  satisfactory 
returns  from  the  wealthy  district  assigned 
him. 

—Perhaps  the  big  blaze  last  month  made 
people  in  San  Francisco  more  careful.  Any- 
way, the  fire  losses  on  the  glorious  Fourth 
were  nominal.  There  was  no  fire-alarm  until 
3 140  p.  M.  There  were  only  three  or  four 
alarms  during  the  day,  and  the  damages 
caused  by  fireworks  amounted  to  only  seven 
or  eight  hundred  dollars.  This  is  the  smallest 
loss  on  the  Fourth  that  the  Coast  Review  has 
ever  recorded.  The  5th  of  July,  as  usual,  had 
its  fireworks  fire,  caused  by  a  sky-rocket  sent 
up  in  the  "wee  sma'  hours."  Altogether  the 
insurance  companies  lost  some  §2,000  in  San 
Francisco  through  fires  caused  by  fireworks. 
The  underwriters,  as  usual,  contributed  hand- 
somely for  a  lunch  for  the  firemen,  who  were 
on  duty,  early  and  late,  ready  to  respond  to 
alarms. 


— Manager  Bennett  has  introduced  the  Scot- 
tish Union  into  Mississippi. 

— The  Preferred  Accident  wrote  .?2, 609,000 
business  in  Indiana  in  the  first  six  months  of 
this  year. 

— All  the  fire  underwriters  in  San  Francisco 
have  agreed  to  contribute  to  the  support  of 
ihe  fire  marshal. 

—The  late  Secretary-of-State  Greshani  was 
insured  in  the  sum  of  $11,000,  which  was  a 
small  sum  for  a  man  in  his  position  with  only 
a  modest  little  fortune. 

— The  American  Surety  has  established  a 
branch  office  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  with  a 
board  of  resident  managers,  and  Geo.  L.  Nye 
as  resident  secretary. 

— The  Puget  Sound  Protective  Association 
has  been  organized  at  Seattle,  to  do  or  try  to 
do  a  "general  accident  insurance"  business. 
Alleged  capital,  $150,000.  Among  the  origina- 
tors are  J.  R.  Van  Cleve  of  KalLspel,  Mon., 
Kelley  and  Foley  of  Spokane,  and  Dyer  and 
Snooks  of  Seattle.     Next ! 

— "I  got  a  forty-thousand-dollar  application 
from  old  Gotrox  this  moimiug,"  said  the  in- 
surance solicitor  in  high  glee.  "Well,  you 
want  to  put  him  through  a  mighty  rigid  ex- 
amination," said  the  general  agent.  "He 
raised  the  wages  of  all  his  employes  the  other 
day  without  their  asking  for  anj'thing  of  the 
kind.  He  has  had  a  stroke  or  something,  you 
can  bet."— Tribune. 

— At  Los  Angeles  on  July  4th  the  fii-e  engines 
were  in  the  parade,  during  which  an  alarm  of 
fire  was  given.  Before  an  engine  reached 
the  fli-e  the  burning  dwelling  became  a  total 
loss.  Had  the  engine  been  on  duty,  writes 
a  correspondent,  the  dwelling  would  un- 
doubtedly have  been  saved.  It  is  surprising 
that  a  city  of  the  size  of  Los  Angeles  would 
permit  so  provincial  a  practice  as  fire-engine- 
parading  in  a  celebration.  It  is  a  dangerous 
permission.  The  example  of  San  Francisco  in 
this  respect  is  worthy  of  emulation.  Here 
the  firemen  and  engines  are  not  allowed  to 
participate  in  street  parades,  and  on  the 
Fourth  the  entire  force  is  on  duty  at  the 
engine-houses,  the  men  not  even  leaving  for 
meals.  The  extra  expenses  for  meals,  to- 
gether with  transportation  for  extra  men,  are 
paid  by  contributing  fire  underwriters.  Fire 
department  regulations  in  every  city  should 
pi-ohibit  firemen  from  participating  in  parades 
with  their  apparatus. 
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—J.  N.  Reynolds  is  doing  special  agency  work 
for  RoUa  V.  Watt's  general  agency. 

—Spokane  locals  have  agreed  to  close  their 
ofBces  at  noon  on  Saturdays  during,  the  sum- 
mer months. 

— Why  Not* — A  Washington  news  agent 
writes  for  Coast  Review  subscription  rates, 
"because  sailors  call  for  it."  Coast  sailors,  of 
course. 

— Growing  grain  business  has  been  seriously 
cut,  and,  besides,  damage  to  growing  grain  in 
various  districts  will  reduce  the 'acreage  in- 
sured. 

— Same  in  Fire  Insurance? — Where  a  mer- 
chant is  induced  to  sell  certain  goods  at  a 
certain  price  by  the  false  statement  of  the 
purchaser  that  the  farmer's  rival  in  trade 
offers  the  same  goods  at  such  price,  the  seller 
may  rescind. — Smith,  Kline  &  French  Co.  v. 
Smith,  31  A.  R.  343. 

— He's  an  insurance  agent,  and  he  hails  from 
Eugene,  Or.  Subscribing  for  the  Coast  Re- 
view, he  said:  "Times  are  hard,  risks  are 
scarce,  and  as  I  send  you  §3  cash  in  advance, 
I'm  going  to  ask  you  as  a  premium  to  send  me 
four  back  numbers."  We  admired  his  nerve, 
and  sent  them.  This  Eugene  man  will  "get 
thei'e,"  we  doubt  not. 

— Why  doesn't  some  enterprising  chap  start  a 
mortgage  insurance  compan.vi  Hoarded  coin 
would  be  freelv  invested  in  mortgages  if 
an  insurance  company  guaranteed  their  being 
"lifted."  By  the  way,  when  you  insure  your 
life  .vou  mortgage  your  future  exertions  and 
the  life  insurance  compan.y  guarantees  that 
mortgage — guarantees  that  you  will  be  able 
to  save  for  your  beneficiaries  the  amount  of 
the  policy,  though  you  die  on  the  moi'i'ow. 

— The  San  Francisco  correspondent  of  the 
Spectator  of  June  13  prints  this  astonishing 
bit  of  news:  "The  agency  of  the  Phenix  of 
Brooklyn  has  been  changed  to  Brown,  Craig 
&  Co.  This  is  the  second  change  made  by  the 
company  in  the  past  two  years.  It  has  been 
on  the  Coast  about  seven  years.  The  re- 
moval of  the  agency  from  Butler  &  Haldan 
was  a  great  surprise  to  the  street."  This  is 
indeed  a  delicious  morsel  of  misinformation. 
The  Phenix  of  Brooklyn  has  been  on  the 
Coast  for  some  thirty  years,  and  ever  since 
May,  1878,  has  been  in  the  office  of  Brown, 
Craig  &  Co.  Butler  &  Haldan  never  repre- 
sented the  Phenix  of  Brooklyn.  They  repre- 
sent the  Phoenix  of  London,  and  have  been 
its  general  agents  for  many  years. 


— John  Stein  and  R.  L.  Graham,  locals  at 
Lodi,  Cal. ,  have  stiri-ed  up  a  rate  war. 

— The  stockholders  of  the  Oakland  Home  have 
been  sued  by  Mrs.  Ada  Thayer,  assignee, 
holding  a  policy  on  a  burned  building  in  the 
sum  of  $2,000. 

— The  California  insurance  report  spells 
"state"  with  a  big,  big  S  and  "nation"  with 
a  little  n.  But  then  the  nation  has  no  insur- 
ance department. 

—Geo.  H.  Hall,  special  agent  for  the  New 
York  Life  Ins.  Co.,  was  drowned  in  a  resei'- 
voir  on  a  ranch  near  San  Diego,  Cal.,  last 
month,  while  bathing.  Hall  went  from  San 
Francisco  to  San  Diego  some  six  months  ago. 

— We  often  notice  in  the  country  papers  a  re- 
print of  the  Coast  Review's  review  of  a  com- 
pany's annual  statement,  with  a  conclud- 
ing reference  to  the  local  agent.  This  is  an 
effective  way  to  advertise  both  the  company 
and  the  agent. 

— The  San  Francisco  dailies  are  discussing 
the  lessons  of  last  month's  conflagration. 
The  lessons  are  easily  learned  and  more  easily 
forgotten.  Larger  mains  and  more  Ijydrants 
are  needed  in  the  biii-ned  district  and  else- 
where in  the  citj',  and  the  fire  limits  should 
be  extendsd  from  Sixth  sti'eet  to  the  bay, 
and  from  the  southern  limits  to  Towusend 
street.  Until  these  recommendations  are  em- 
bodied in  cit.v  ordinances  exceedingly  high  in- 
surance rates  will  be  enforced  south-of-Mar- 
ket,  to  meet  the  extraordinary  conflagration 
hazard. 

—Ten  Years  Ago.— Mutual  Endowment  of 
Oakland,  now  dead,  started  by  one  W.  H. 
Jordan  and  others.— The  accident  department 
of  the  Pacific  Mutual  organized,  with  the  late 
Thomas  Bennet  as  manager. — The  Pacific 
Surety  Company  incorporated,  with  Wallace 
Everson  as  president  and  A.  P.  Redding  as 
general  manager.  The  company  has  been 
very  successful,  and  both  these  gentlemen 
hold  the  same  positions  to-day. — The  Cale- 
donian entered  California  and  the  Balfour- 
Guthrie  general  agencj'.  where  it  now  is. 
The  Caledonian  is  the  oldest  Scotch  compan.v. 
The  Atlas  entered  California  and  appointed 
NewhaU&  Co.  general  agents. 

A  HUSTLER,  weU-knowu  in  San  Francisco,  is  wanted 
by  a  leading  Life  and  Accident  Insurance  Company 
to  solicit  in  the  City.  To  the  right  man  fine 
office  and  top  commission  will  be  paid. 
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— A  Great  Palls.  Mon.,  coiTespondent  writes; 
Do  not  kuow  but  what  you  might  be  Inter- 
ested iu  the  fire  losses  in  Montana  towns, 
and  will  quote  losses  of  Great  Falls  for  the 
year  ending  May  isl:  $28,608.75  losses,  and 
insurance  carried  on  stocks  and  buildings 
effected  hy  loss  was  $163,685.  which  speaks 
very  well  for  our  fire  department. 

—Near  Pilot  Rock.  Or.,  last  month,  the  build- 
ings on  two  ranches,  belonging  to  Charles 
Cunningham,  were  simultaneously  burned, 
together  with  1,500  head  of  thoroughbred 
marine  bucks.  The  bucks  were  corraled  in  a 
shed,  over  which  was  piled  40  tons  of  hay. 
Over  240.000  pounds  of  wool  was  also  burned. 
The  fires  were  set  by  incendiaries. 

— The  San  Francisco  Call  of  June  15  contained 
an  article  on  the  insurance  war,  with  ear- 
marks of  one  educated  to  the  manner.  Now 
the  question  is  asked,  Who  furnished  the 
facts,  if  an  underwriter  did  not  write  the 
article '.  A  good  deal  of  it  was  taken  from 
the  Coast  Review  Chart,  without  credit,  of 
course.  This  fact  may  be  accepted  as  strong 
evidence  that  the  article  was  written  by  a 
Call  employe. 


The  Massachusetts  Mutual  Fire  has  been  obliged 
to  levy  an  assessment  to  meet  a  large  deficiency. 
Next :    Beware  of  tire  mutuals  and  tire  Lloyds  ! 

The  Council  Bluffs  Ins.  Co.  is  in  the  hands  of  a  re- 
ceiver. It  was  a  variety  of  the  genus  wildcat,  with 
$25,000  cash  capital  and  $75,000  note  capital.  We'll 
wager  the  note-givers  do  not  pay  the  unpaid  losses. 


Beyond  the  Rockies. 

Three  New  York  Lloyds  dropped  out  of  sight  last 
month.    Next ! 

The  Equitable  Mutual  Fire  of  New  York  is  in- 
solvent.    Next: 

The  Firemans  Fund  has  re-entered  Tennessee, 
an  objectionable  law  having  been  repealed. 

The  Mutual  Life  has  begun  the  erection  of  a  fine 
len-story  office  building  in  Philadelphia,  50x168. 
stone  and  Pompeiian  brick. 

Mr.  Hindman  seems  to  have  won  a  victory.  As- 
signee Sullivan  of  the  Columbian  Fire  has  turned 
over  $162,259  fo  the  receiver  of  the  chancery  court. 

The  Rutland  of  Vermont  and  the  Farmers  and 
Mechanics  of  Virginia,  two  wildcats,  have  been 
buried— that  is  to  say,  their  names  have.  The  cats 
themselves  have  nine  lives,  and  will  reappear  un- 
der new  names. 

The  Guardian  annual  statement  contains  the 
acknowledgement  that  the  American  business  was 
disposed  of  at  a  cost  of  over  $30,000  in  excess  of  the 
reinsurance  reserve.  During  1895  Manager  Bowers 
was  obliged  to  call  for  a  very  large  sum  of  money 
from  the  home  ofllce. 

The  Insurance  Herald  has  an  entertaining  weekly 
contributor  who  writes  as  the  editor  of  the  Piney 
Woods  Clarion.  The  California  redwoody  editor 
can  give  him  cards  and  spades  and  beat  him  at  his 
knownothini?  game.  For  example,  the  editor  of  the 
Redwoods  Logger,  who  holds  the  Coast  Review  in 
the  highest  disesteem  as  the  organ  of  "the  mon- 
opolistic companies." 


Publications  Received. 

The  Overland  Monthly  for  June  was  a  specially 
hue  number,  chiefly  devoted  to  Hawaii.  Manager 
Hugh  Craig's  portrait  appears  in  this  number. 

Special  Agents'  Electrical  Hand-Book :  Spec- 
tator Pub.  Co.,  New  York;  price  $1.00.  Leather- 
bound,  for  pocket.  Illustrated:  114  pages.  A.  M. 
Scboen,  aulhor. 

The  Electrical  Hazard:  Rollins  Pub.  Co.,  i6[  La 
Salle  street.  Chicago.  By  Albert  Blouvelt.  Price, 
$i.oQ.  Flexible  cover;  bound  for  the  pocket.  Rec- 
ommended by  Eugene  Harbeck  and  others. 

The  Chronicle  Fire  Tables,  abbreviated:  New 
York,  Chronicle  Co.,  publishers:  price  25  cents. 
This  is  a  serviceable  compilation  for  local  agents 
as  well  as  managers.  The  United  States  tire  losses 
for  1S9 1  are  placed  at  140  million  dollars,  which  is 
only  a  little  less  than  the  Coast  Review's  estimate 
last  February. 

Life  Insurance  Sayings:  by  James  T.  Phelps. 
Boston.  A  very  interesting  compilation,  and  use- 
ful, too.  Eighty-eight  pages,  nicely  bound  in  cloth. 
Here  is  a  sample  bright  saying:  "Time  is  bald 
behind.  You  must  take  him  by  the  forelock,  if  at 
all.  Insurance  is  the  mathematical  value  of  your 
time  if  you  get  it,  and  the  measure  of  yom-  loss,  if 
you  lose  it." 

Philadelphia,  Penn.  and  Dela.  Ins.  Directory:  J. 
H.  C.  Whiting,  publisher.  A  very  complete  hand- 
book. In  •■  How  Philadelphia  Burns"  we  note  that 
printers  and  lithographers  are  classified  as  the 
same  risk.  This  classification  does  injustice  to 
printers.  Dwellings  burned  in  far  greater  number 
than  any  other  risk.  Altogether,  in  twenty-one 
years  5,998  dwellings  burned  in  this  brick  city,  with 
an  insiu-ance  loss  of  $1,580,511.  or  an  average  of  $263 
per  dwelling. 

Annalen  des  gesamten  Versicherungswesens.  A 
monthly  German  insurance  publication:  Leipzis: 
26th  "Jahrgang."  This  is  a  well  printed  publica- 
tion, and  we  have  no  doubt  a  well  edited  one  too; 
but  as  the  writer  has  been  studying  German  only 
fifteen  years  he  is  able  to  read  only  a  few  small 
words  like  feuerversicherungsaktiengesellschaften. 
etc.  The  really  large  words  puzzle  and  discourage 
him.  Our  interestinfr  contemporary  covers  a  very 
large  field.  We  find  statistics  of  Norwegian, 
Swedish,  Danish,  German,  Swiss  and  Austrian  com- 
panies in  the  two  or  three  numbers  before  us.  We 
note  that  the  Svea  and  Helvetia  and  Baloise  make 
a  fine  comparative  showing.  The  rueckversich- 
erungspramien  of  European  companies  generally 
are  remarkably  large.  We  are  always  glad  to  note 
that  the  lebensversicherungsgeschaft  is  fairly 
good. 
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San  Fraeclsco  lesmiraiece  Directory 


Directory  of  San  Francisco  Fire  and  Marine 
Insurance  Agencies. 


Tele- 
phone 

5107 
viOl 


437 
5414 

1843 


321 
1886 


General  Agents  and  Companies. 


HAILEY,  JAS.  D 

Ins.  Co.  North  America 

BALFOUR.  GUTHRIE  &  CO. 
(Gec).  W.  Spencer,  Manager) 
American,  N.  J. 
Manchester,  Eng. 
Caledonian,  Edinburgh 

BALFOUR,  GUTHRIE  &  CO.   . 
I  A.  H.  Small,  Manager) 
British  &  Foreign  Marine 
Yangtsze,  Shanghai 


BECK,  J.  M 

Fire  Association,  Phila. 


BELDEN  &  COFRAN 

Hartford  Fire 

N.  Y.  Underwriters  Agency 


BERTHEAU,  CESAR    .   . 
Germania,  N.  Y. 
Hanover.  N.  Y. 
United  Firemens,  Phila. 
Firemens,  Md. 


BOARDMAN,  GEO.  C. 
^^tna.  Hartford 


BROMWELL,  L.  L 

Milwaukee  Mechanics,  Wis. 


BROWN.  CRAIG  &  CO. 
Phrnix.  Brooklyn 
American,  Phila. 
Pennsylvania,  Phila. 
Svea,  Sweden 


BUTLER  &  HALDAN  ... 
Phceui.x,  London 
Providence-Washington,  R.  I. 

CALLINGHAM,  W.  J 

Scottish  Union,  Edinburgh 
Orient,  Hartford 


412  Calif. 


32.S  Calif. 


CATTON,  BELL  &  CO. 
Union,  London 


CHRISTENSEN,  CHAS 

American-Central,  St.  Louis 

St.  Paul 

Pacific,  New  York 


CRAIG,  HUGH 

New  Zealand,  Auckland 


DEVLIN,  FRANK  J. 
Atlas,  London 


DICKSON.  KOBT 

Connecticut.  Hartford 
Queen,  New  York 
Royal  Exchange,  London 


DORNIN,  GEO.  D.  .  . 
National,  Hartford 
Springlield,  Mass. 


DRIFFIELD,  V.  C 

Transatlantic.  Hamburg 


308  Pine 


210  Sans. 


514  Calif, 


410  Calif. 


407  Montg 


413  Calif. 


420  Calif. 


406  Calif. 


312  Calif. 
309  Sans. 
401  Montg 

409  Calif. 
213  Sans. 


Tele- 
nhone 


1991 

5585 

1991 

128 

5167 

5.597 

1633 


433 


38 


1086 
138 


336 
396 

746 
1034 


General  Agents  and  Companies. 


DUTTON,  Wm.  J 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn.,  Phila. 
Rhode  Island  Underwriters 
Union,  Phila. 


DU  VAL,  W.  S 

Continental,  New  Y^ork 


FIREMAN'S  FUND  INS.  Co. 


W.  H.  C.  Fowler 


FRIEND,  W.  H.     . 
Merchants,  N.  J. 


GASKILL,  V.  W 

United  States,  New  Y'ork 


GRANT,  GEO 

London  Assurance,  London 
Northern  Assurance.  London 


GRANT,  TOM  C 

North  British  &  Mercantile 


GUTTE  &  FRANK 

Magdeburg.  Germany 
Wiihelma.  (iermany 
National  Marine.  London 
Federal  Marine,  Switzerland 
Associated  Assyrance  Co's 


GRANT,  H.  M.    ... 
British  America 
Western,  Toronto 


Address. 


331  Pine 

401  Calif. 
316  Sans. 
428  Calif. 

313  Calif. 


.501  Montg 


HARRISON,  Wm.  GREER     .   . 
Thames  &  Mersey  Marine 

HAVEN,  CHAS.  D 

Liveri'ool  &  London  &  Globe 

HEROLD,  Jr.,  RUDOLPH     .   . 
Hamburg-Bremen 
Niagara,  N.  Y. 

HOME  MUTUAL  INS.  CO. 

JACOBY.  FRANZ 

Prussian  National 

JAMES,  N.  T 

Alliance,  London 

Wm.  J.  Landers     


LATON.  CHAS.  A. 
Palatine,  Eng. 


MACDONALD,  Wm 

London  &  Lancashire,  Eng. 

MAGILL,  A.  E 

Home,  N.  T. 
Phoenix,  Hartford 


MANN  &  WILSON     . 
Lancashire.  Eng. 
St.  Paul  I  Marine  1 
La  Fonciere  Marine 
L' Universe  Marine 


303  Calif. 


423  Calif. 

305  Calif. 
432  Calif. 

415  Calif. 

318  Calif. 
216  Sans. 

416  Calif. 

305  Sans. 
439  Calif. 

315  Montg 
325  Calif. 

333  Calif. 
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\sm  FraecDSCo  losiLflrainice  Dd rectory 


Tele- 
phoae 


538 
InSl 

1015 

5136 

1693 


5167 
5359 

1666 
5577 


General  Agents  and  Companies.        Address. 


MAXWELL,  J.  D. 


MULLINS.  C.  F 

Commercial  Union,  Eng. 

OKELL,  DONNELL  &  CO. 
Patriotic,  Dublin 

POTTER.  ED.  E 

Franklin,  Phila. 
Williamsburg  City,  N.  Y. 


SPENCER,  D.  A.  .   .   . 

Westchester,  N.  Y. 


SPEYER.  WALTER  .... 

North  German,  Germany 


SYZ  &  CO 

Helvetia  Swiss 
Baloise,  Switzerland 
Swiss  Marine  Combined. 


SUN  INS.  CO.,  San  Francisco  . 


TYSON,  GEO.  H 

German-American,  N.  Y. 


Geo.  W.  Turner 


VOSS,  CONRAD  &  CO 

Aachen  &  Munich,  Germany 
Traders,  111. 
Glens  Falls.  N.  Y. 
Frankfurt  Marine 
Bavarian  Lloyd  Marine 


WATT,  ROLLA  V.  .   .    . 
Royal,  Liverpool 
Norwich  Union,  Eng. 


421  Calif. 
.SOI  Calif 

411  Calif. 

508  Calif. 

409  Calif. 
•225  Sans. 

410  Calif. 

428  Calif. 
435  Cam. 

322  Montg 
201  Sans. 


500  Montg 


Tele- 
phone 


San  Francisco  Life,  Accident  and  Miscellan- 
eous Agencies. 


Tele- 
phone 


General  Agents  and  Companies. 


AMERICAN  SURETY  Co.,  N.Y. 


ARCHIBALD,  F.  A 

Union  Central  Life,  Cincinnati 


CADMAN  &  KITTLE 

Standard  Life  and  Accident 


195 
5244 

1376 


CRISTENSEN,  CHAS.  .    .    . 
Lloyds  Plate  Glass,  N.  Y. 


DUNPHY,  W.  H.  .   , 
Home  Life,  N.  Y. 


FIELD,  H.  K 

New  England  Mutual  Life 


FORBES  &  SON,  A.  B. 
Mutual  Life,  N.  Y. 


Address. 


5740 
1609 


331  Pine 
303  Calif. 

307  Calif.. 

317  Calif. 

Flood  Big 

Mills  Big 


Mutual 
Life  Big 


538 


1015 

750 
621 


970 


General  Agents  and  Companies.      Address. 


mr 


FOWLER,  E.  S Mills   Big 

Preferred  Accident,  N.  Y. 

GRAY,  JOHN  H 412  Montg 

Washington  Life,  N.  Y.  | 

HARMON,  Jh.,  a.  K.  P Mills  Big 

Connecticut  Mutual  Life 

Hartford 


E.  H.  Hart I  Chron.  Big 

Mills  Big 


HASKELL,  W.  W 

Travelers,  Hartford 

HAWES,  ALEX.  G 

New  York  Life,  N.  Y. 

HOUGHTON,  H.  B 

.i^tna  Life  t&  accident)  Conn. 

LANDERS,  JOHN,      

Manhattan  Life,  N.  Y. 

LEAVITT,  W.  C 

Union  Mutual  Life,  Me. 


Mills  Big 
212  Sans. 
240  Montg 
419  Calif. 


MANN  &  WILSON 333  Calif. 

Hartford  Steam  Boiler 
Metropolitan  Plate  Glass,       I 

I 

MAXWELL.  J.  D j  431  Calif. 

London  Guarantee  &  Accident 
New  York  Plate  Glass 


MUNSELL.  Jr.,  JAS 

Mutual  Benefit  Life,  N.  J. 

OKELL,  DONNELL  &  CO.   .   . 
Employers'  Liability,  London 


415  Montg 
411  Calif. 


PACIFIC  MUTUAL  LIFE,  S.  F.    508  Montg 

PACIFIC  SURETY  CO.,  S.  F.  .  1  308  Sans. 

PARDEE,  S.  C  ,      .      ^_.  '  .,19  Sans. 

Fidelity  and  Casually,  N.  \ . 


PARKER,  C.  T.  M .,14  pj^g 

Massachusetts  Mutual  Life    ', 


PRATT.  GEO.  C 

Provident  Savings, N,  Y. 

RIPLEY,  GEO.  H 

Equitable  Life,  N.  Y. 

SMITH,  CLARENCE  M.     ... 
Northwestern Mut.,  Milwaukee 

STOLP,  G.  M 

National  Life,  Vt. 


VOSS,  CONRAD  &  CO 

Frankfort  Acci.  &  Plate  Glass 


405  Montg 
Crock' r  Big 
Phelan  Big 
Crock' r  Big 

204  Sans. 
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Fire  Protection  Notes. 

**Tb.e  ball  uozxle  is  winning  praise  from  all  sides. 
**The  Ashbury  Heights  district,  San  Francisco, 
now  has  watermains. 

**New  mains  are  to  be  laid  in  Santa  Ana,  Cal., 
from  Main  to  Rush  on  Eighth. 

**Ballard,  Wash.,  has  let  the  contract  for  a  part  of 
"  the  plant"  of  the  new  waterworks. 
**Portland  will    lay  a  main    along    East    Taylor 
street,  between  40th  and  East  Main. 
**Fire  Marshal  Towe  says  there  is  no  organized 
band  of  incendiaries  in  San  Francisco. 
■**Alameda,  Cal.,  waterworks  now  pump  directly 
into  the  mains  when  a  tire  alarm  is  sounded. 
**Baker  City,  Or.,  will  contract  for  a  water  main 
from  the  town  to  the  Oregon  Lumber  Co's  plant. 
**A  1200-foot  extension  on  Second  West  is  being 
laid  by  the  waterworks  department  in  Salt  Lake. 
■^-■•■Salinas.  Cal.,  will  soon  have  an  S-inch  main  run- 
ning the  full  length  of  Monterey  street,  and  two 
50. coo  gal.  tanks. 

♦*The  Oakland  (Cal.)  Water  Co.  has  been  author- 
ized to  connect  its  water  mains  with  all  tire  hy- 
drants in  the  city. 

**San  Francisco's  board  of  supervisors  has  ordered 
the  purchase  of  six  additional  steam  fire  engines, 
notwithstanding  the  city's  low  ebb  tiuancially. 
**The  Nevada  City,  Cal.,  Transcript  says  larger 
mains  and  more  water  are  needed.  Negotiations 
are  now  pending  for  the  purchase  of  15-inch  pipe. 
**Santa  Clara.  Cal.,  will  soon  have  new  water- 
works. The  contract  calls  for  a  steel  tank  tower 
and  a  compound  pump  with  a  capacity  of  47,000  gal- 
Ions. 

**The  Porterville,  Cal.,  Enterprise  boasts  that 
there  has  been  no  tire  in  the  town  during  the  year, 
which  "is  a  credit  to  our  tire  department."  But 
what  had  the  tire  department  to  do  with  it.  since 
there  were  no  fires*?  Has  the  department  an  in- 
spection bureau? 

**Chico,  Cal.,  has  passed  an  ordinance  prohibiting 
the  chief  engineer  from  taking  fire  apparatus  out- 
side the  town  limits,  except  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting tire  from  spreading  into  the  city.  The 
chief  engineer  is  liable  to  a  fine  of  $100  or  less  for  a 
violation  of  the  same. 

**The  Tacoma  (Wash.)  News  says  the  old  building 
ordinance  is  not  enforced,  because  it  is  full  of  flaws. 
"Shacks  of  all  descriptions,  veritable  tire  traps, 
are  under  construction  in  the  fire  district."  A  new 
building  ordinance  has  been  drawn  by  the  city  at- 
torney and  will  be  hurried  through  the  council. 

**It  is  now  proposed  to  introduce  salt-water  mains 
along  the  principal  dwelling  streets  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. Salt  water  is  a  trifle  more  effective  as  a  fire 
extinguisher  than  fresh  water,  but  it  is  open  to  the 
objection  that  it  is  more  damaging  to  merchandise. 
It  would  be  better  to  have  salt-water  mains  in  the 
business  district  as  a  reserve  in  the  event  qf  a 
conflagration. 


**The  waterworks  at  Great  Falls,  Men.,  have 
added  a  new  loo-horse  boiler  and  a  powerful  pump. 
Another  pump  will  be  added,  to  connect  with  the 
present  system  by  a  16-inch  main. 

*=''The  Stockton,  Cal.,  firemen  allowed  the  court- 
house to  be  damaged  to  the  amount  of  $50  by  fire 
while  they  hunted  up  a  key  that  would  tit  the  door 
of  the  room.  The  flfty  more  or  fewer  insurance 
companies  have  been  asked  to  contribute  a  dollar 
more  or  less  apiece.  We  suggest  that  they  also 
present  the  firemen  with  a  duplicate  set  of  keys  for 
the  court-house  rooms. 


Dreadful  Gasoline., 

A  recent  dispatch  from  Chicago  says :  Mrs'.  G-un- 
walk  was  getting  ready  to  cook  breakfast  when  the 
gasoline  exploded  and  set  fire  to  her  dress.  She 
called  to  her  husband,  who  ran  to  her  assistance. 
He,  being  a  laborer,  had  on  his  working  clothes, 
which  were  covered  with  oil  and  grease.  His 
clothing  caught  at  once  and  blazed  like  a  torch. 
The  building  then  caught  and  burned  to  the  ground, 
Mrs.  Meyers,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Gunwalk,  was  the 
only  other  occupant  of  the  house.  She  was  rescued 
from  the  flames,  but  is  prostrated  by  the  shock  and 
will  probably  die.  The  bodies  of  the  man  and  wife 
were  charred  beyond  recognition. 


For  Fire  Insurance. 

Assets  in  United  States '.  Si2,389,093  00 

Net  Surplus «    631,045  88 

Writing  Large  Lines  On  Desirable  Business. 

Applications  for  Agencies  or  Information  should 

be  addressed 

For  Eastern  and  Middle  States: 

WILLIAM  BELL,        I  .  .      Mana-ers 

WILLIAM  WOOD.        1  -"-''"^  Managers. 

WILLIAM  M.  BALLARD,  Branch  Sec"y. 

31  Nassau  fSt.,  (Equitable  Bids;.),        New  Yorls. 

For  AVestern  States: 

GEORGE  M.  FISHER,  Manager, 

205  ra  Salle  Street,  Chicago,  111. 

For  Southern  States: 

FINLEY  &  JANVIER,  Managers. 

50-53  Camp  Street,  New  Orleans,  L-a. 

For  Pacific  Coast: 

CHARLES  A.  LATON.  Manager, 

439  California  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
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Digest  of  Recent  Insurance  Decisions. 

/■'//.'/;. 

Liv.  <i  Lim.  &.  Globe  r.  TiUu.  Ala.   S.  C..  17.  S. 
R.  672. 

WAIVER   OF   PKOOFS. 

One  who,  after  a  fire,  is  sent  by  the  com- 
pany to  adjust  the  loss,  may  waive  a  provision 
in  the  policy  requiring  the  assured  to  produce 
formal  proofs  of  loss,  by  denying  all  liability 
of  the  company  under  the  policy,  though  he  is 
not  the  general  adjuster  of  the  company. 

o        o 
o 

Biirliiiutiin   TiLt.   Cn.   v.   Tlirclkctil,  Arh.  S.  C,  31 

S.  FT.  H.  2(13. 

POWERS   OF   AGEXT. 

Plaintiff,  having  taken  a  policy  providing 
that  the  chattels  insured  should  remain  in  the 
building  where  they  were  when  the  policy 
was  issued,  was  permitted  by  the  company's 
'  agent  to  remove  the  goods  to  another  build- 
ing, and  the  insurance  was  continued  in  the 
new  place  by  a  written  clause  attached  to  the 
policy  by  such  agent.  There  was  evidence 
that  the  agent  was  accustomed  to  grant  such 
permissions,  reporting  the  same  in  each  case 
to  the  company  on  blanks  furnished  by  it  for 
that  purpose.  Held,  sufficient  to  show  au- 
thority of  the  agent  to  grant  such  permission. 

Where  an  insurance  agent  has  authority  to 


waive  certain  conditions  in  the  policy,  the  ex- 
ercise of  such  po%ver  after  his  agency  has  been 
revoked  will  bind  the  company,  if  the  party 
dealing  with  him  had  no  notice  of  the  revoca- 
tion. 

Where  the  agent  of  a  company  mails  a  re- 
port to  it,  and  receives  no  reply,  it  will  be 
presumed  that  the  report  was  received. 

o        o 
o 

Liverpool   •&   Lon.   &.    Globe   Ins.   Cn.   v.   Farm'- 
worth  Lumber  Co.,  MUn.  S.  C.  S.  R  .17,  44.;. 

CLEAR   SPACE — WAIVER. 

A  warranty  in  a  policy,  that  a  continuous 
clear  space  should  thereafter  be  kept  between 
the  lumber  insured  and  any  wood-working  es- 
tablishment, is  waived,  if  the  insurer's  agent 
knew  that  there  was  no  such  clear  space. 

The  burden  is  on  the  insurer  to  establish  a 
breach  of  a  warranty  that  "a  continuous  clear 
space  of  fifty  feet  should  thereafter  be  kept 
between  the  lumber  insured  and  any  wood- 
working establishment."' 

o        o 
o 

Tiilih  r.  Lit:  S:  Lnit.  &  Globe.  Ala.  S.  C,  17  S.  R. 

615. 

FALSE  SWEARING. 

An  answer  in  an  action  on  a  jwlicy,  charging 
plaintiff  with  false  swearing  as  to  the  value 
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of  the  g-oods  insured,  which  failed  to  allege 
that  such  sweariny  was  willful,  is  iusufflcieut 
on  demurrer. 

"goods    USrALLV    KEI'T.-'    , 

Where  a  policy,  on  a  stock  of  goods  in  a 
country  store  contained  a  printed  stipulation 
that  benzine,  fireworks,  etc.,  should  not  be 
kept  without  the  consent  of  the  insurer,  and 
a  written  pi-ovision  covering  a  stock  of  goods 
"such  as  is  usually  kept  for  sale  in  country 
stores,"  proof  was  admissible,  iu  an  action  on 
the  policy,  to  show  that  the  prohibited  goods 
came  within  the  written  clause. 

o        o 

o 

Metzger  i\  Manchester  Fire  Axs'n   Co.,  Mich.  S. 
C,  e3  X.  W.  R.  GSO. 

nrsB.lN'D  OF    INSURED— F.il.SE  ST-4TEMENTS. 

False  statements  and  misrepresentations 
made  to  adjusters  by  the  husband  of  the  in- 
sured, who  had  exclusive  control  of  his  wife's 
business,  and  was  her  agent  in  adjusting  the 
loss,  with  intent  to  deceive  the  company  into 
a  sum  greater  than  the  actual  loss,  will  not 
defeat  a  recovery  on  the  policy,  unless  made 
with  the  knowledge  and  complicity  of  the  in- 
sured. 


Kiirlli  British  *  M.  r.  (lletm  hid.  A.  t\.  Ml  .Y.  E. 
R.  £126-. 

agent's   Al'TIIORrTT — ASSIGNMENT. 

Where  the  agent  of  a  company,  with  knowl- 
edge of  all  the  facts,  prepared  an  assignment 
of  a  certain  interest  in  a  policy,  the  right  to 
insist  that  a  iwrtiou  of  the  policy  could  not  be 
assigned  is  waived. 

Demurrer  to  a  plea  in  abatement,  averring 
failure  to  furnish  proof  of  loss,  is  properly  sus- 
tained, defendant  being  entitled,  under  its 
general  denial,  to  show  that  the  condition  of 
the  policy  as  to  proof  of  loss  had  not  either 
been  complied  with  or  waived,  as  alleged  by 

the  complaint. 

o        o 
o 

Frccdman   v.   Fire  Ann'n  Pa.  S.  C,  32  A.  R.  39. 

THE  OWNER   WAS    Not    A    MAX. 

A  policy  obtained  on  a  stock  of  merchandise 
belonging  to  a  woman,  who  gave  no  supervis- 
ion to  .the  business,  on  representation  that  the 
owner  was  a  business  man,  personally  con- 
ducting the  business,  but  for  which  it  would 
not  have  been  issued,  is  invalid. 

The  defense  to  a  policy  that  it  was  obtained 
on  the  fraudulent  representation  that  the 
owner,  instead  of  being  a  woman,  was  a  bus- 
iness man,  is  not  waived  by  a  letter  of  the 
company's  agent,  after  proof  of  loss,  to  the 


owner,  addressing  her  as  "Madam,"  stating 
that  liability  is  neither  admitted  nor  denied, 
and  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  proof 
of  loss  did  not  bear  the  certiflcate  of  the  near- 
est magistrate ;  there  being  no  evidence  that 
any  one  connected  with  the  company  had  any 
intimation  that  the  owner  was  a  woman  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  the  affidavit  previously 
sent,  in  which  the  pronoun  ''her"  was  used.  " 
The  jury  had  previously  found  for  the  plain- 
tiff woman,  Rosa  Freedman.  She  owned  the 
store,  which  was  in  charge  of  her  brother-in- 
law. 

o        o 
o 

Harri.iiin  v.  Germ<in-American  Fire   Ins.  Vii.,  U. 
S.  C.  C,  67  F.  R.  r,7~. 

PROOFS — WAIVER. 

Defendant's  adjuster  was  sent  to  adjust 
and  settle  the  loss  on  plaintiffs  house  and  its 
contents.  Plaintiff  furnished  him  with  a  list 
of  the  personal  property  iu  the  house  at  the 
time  of  the  tire,  showing  the  property  saved, 
and  that  lost.  The  adjuster  told  plaintiff 
that  he  only  wanted  to  know  what  property 
was  gone,  and,  with  list  in  hand,  made  a  per- 
sonal examination  of  the  property.  Defend- 
ant intimated  for  the  first  time  at  the  trial 
that  it  would  insist  upon  more  formal  proofs 
of  loss.  Held,  that  the  right  to  formal  proofs 
of  loss  was  waived. 

ARBITRATION — WAIVER. 

A  policy  provided  that,  unless  the  loss 
thereunder  was  agreed  upon,  it  should,  at  the 
written  request  of  either  party,  be  arbitrated, 
and  an  award  obtained  in  the  manner  pro- 
vided by  the  policy  w-as  made  a  condition 
precedent  to  any  action  thereon.  After  loss, 
without  any  written  request  therefor  by 
either  party,  and  before  any  agreement  as  to 
the  amount  of  the  loss  was  even  attempted, 
plaintiff  and  the  adjusters  of  the  companies 
interested  signed  a  joint  agreement  for  the 
appraisal  of  the  property  covered  by  defend- 
ant's policies,  as  well  as  property  not  so 
covered,  but  included  in  policies  of  another 
company.  No  award  was  made,  owing  to  the 
failui-e  of  the  appraisers  to  agree.  Held,  that 
the  arbitration  attempted  was  not  siich  as 
was  contemplated  in  the  policy,  which  was 
waived  b.v  the  attempted  arbitration,  and 
that  the  "condition  precedent"  clause  did 
not  apply  thereto. 

A  stipulation  that  no  agent  shall  be  held  to 
have  waived  any  of  the  conditions  of  the  pol- 
icy, unless  such  waiver  shall  be  endorsed 
thereon  in  writing,  does  not  apply  to  con- 
ditions to  be  performed  after  the  loss  is  in- 


The  Coast  T^ei^ieiv. 


29? 


I'uri'cd ;  iinil  therefore  an  adjuster  can  waive 
a  provision  uiakiuf;:  arbitration  in  accordanoe 
with  the  terms  of  the  jioliey  a  condition  prece- 
dent to  suit,  by  niakinij  a  different  agreement 
for  arbitration. 

Wliere  appraisement  by  arbitrators  has 
been  entered  upon,  and  the  arljitratlou  fails 
because  the  arbitrators  cannot  agree  on  an 
umpire  to  decide  between  them,  according  to 
the  terms  of  arbitration,  and  defendant  and 
its  arbitrator  fail  to  make  any  further  effort 
to  come  to  an  agreement,  though  notified  to 
do  so,  phiintift'  may  consider  the  arbitration 
abandoned,  and  sue  on  the  policy. 

o        o 
o 

Siiiifunl  r.  Itiiiiul  /lis.  Co.,  Wash.  S.  ('.,  411  P.  R. 
Gim. 

roXCE.M.MENT   OF    TACTS. 

No  written  application  for  insurance  having 
been  required,  and  no  questions  asked  as  to 
incendiarism,  the  fact  that  assured  made  no 
mention  of  his  apprehension  of  incendiarism 
because  of  an  encounter  between  his  clerk 
and  a  burglar,  and  because  a  merchant  doing 
business  in  the  same  block,  whose  stock  of 
goods  had  run  down,  and  who  was  largely  in- 
debted, had  stored  his  household  goods  at  a 
safe  distance  from  his  store,  is  not  such  a 
fraudulent  concealment  as  will  invalidate  the 
policy. 

UELEASE. 

One  can  sue  on  a  policy  without  first  bring- 
ing suit  to  set  aside  a  release  thereof  claimed 
to  have  been  obtained  by  fraud.  Such  ques- 
tion may  be  litigated  in  the  same  action. 

One  who  sues  on  a  policy  need  not,  before 
attacking  as  fraudulent  a  release  thereof,  set 
up  as  a  defense,  restore  the  consideration  ob- 
tained for  the  release.  It  is  enough  that  the 
judgment  provides  for  such  restoration,  es- 
pecially where  it  is  apparent  that  a  tender 
would  have  been  rejected. 

A  release  of  a  policy  by  assured,  relying  on 
false  statements  by  the  insurer's  agent  as  to 
the  law  of  insurance,  will  not  prevent  re- 
covery on  the  policy. 

Where  a  loss  under  a  ixilicy  has  occurred, 
and  the  amount  has  been  agreed  on,  and  as- 
sured's  right  to  recover  is  not  a  doubtful 
right,  a  release  of  the  whole  claim  for  a  frac- 
tional part  only  is  without  consideration, 
o      o 

o 

(Icdiyid  Hiimc  Ins.  Co.  v.  Hall,  Oa.  S.  C,  21  S. 
E.  R.  S2S. 

I'AKTNEIiSmr. 

A  policy  upon  partnership  personalty,  taken 
out  by  the  partners  in  their  firm  name,  is  not 


vitiated  by  a  contract  between  them,  made 
while  the  policy  was  in  force  and  before  any 
loss  was  sustained,  by  which  one  of  the  part- 
ners agreed  to  sell  his  interest  in  the  prop- 
erty insured  to  the  other,  reserving  the  title 
to  such  interest  until  the  purchase  money 
should  be  paid,  the  loss  occurring  before  pay- 
ment in  full  had  been  made,  the  stipulations 
in  the  policy  bearing  upon  the  subject  being 
that  the  policy  should  be  void  if  there  be  a 
mortgage,  bill  of  sale,  or  other  lien  upon  the 
property  insured,  or  any  part  of  it,  either 
prior  or  subsequent  to  the  issuance  of  the  pol- 
icy, without  the  fact  being  indorsed  thereon, 
or  if  any  change  takes  place  in  the  title  or 
possession  of  the  property,  w-hether  by  sale, 
transfer,  conveyance,  legal  process,  or  judicial 
decree,  or  if  the  policj',  before  loss,  be  assigned 
without  the  consent  of  the  company  indorsed 
thereon,  or  if  the  insured  is  not  the  sole,  ab- 
solute, and  unconditional  owner  of  the  prop- 
erty insured. 

A  partnership  has  no  insurable  interest  in 
household,  ornamental,  and  kitchen  furniture 
of  one  of  the  partners  and  his  wife,  or  in  their 
wearing  apparel.  A  policy  embracing  these 
articles,  as  well  as  property  of  the  firm,  is 
void  as  to  the  former,  though  valid  as  to  the 
latter. 


CYii/(  r.  Hanaocr  Fire  Ins.  Cii.,  ir.  I'd.  .S.  C,  21 
S.  E.  R.  SS4. 

OKAL      COXTUACT  —  CORKECTIOX       IN       EyflTV  — 
AGENT'S   Al'TUOlUTV. 

An  oral  executoi-y  contract  is  valid,  the 
statute  of  frauds  not  applying  to  it. 

If  an  oral  contract  has  been  made,  and 
before  the  issuance  of  the  policy  the  property 
is  destroyed,  equity  has  jurisdiction  to  compel 
payment  of  the  indemnity. 

Though  the  assured  understands  the  term 
to  be  covered  by  the  insurance  to  be  one  year, 
and  the  agent  of  the  company  understands  it 
to  be  three  years,  costing  in  either  case  the 
same  premium,  this  does  not  render  the  con- 
tract incomplete,  so  as  not  to  warrant  recovery 
for  loss  occurring  within  one  year. 

Where  an  agent  represents  several  compan- 
ies, and  is  intrusted  with  blank  policies, 
signed  by  the  officers,  with  authority  to  nego- 
tiate policies  and  issue  them  without  refer- 
ring them  to  the  companies,  and  it  is  agreed 
by  the  insured  that  the  agent  shall  place  the 
risk  in  such  company  as  he  selects,  and  he 
does  place  it  with  a  company,  as  shown  by  a 
memorandum  made  by  him,  the  agreement  is 
binding  on  the  company. 
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Where,  by  agreement  between  the  insured 
and  the  agent,  the  agent  is  to  fix  sueh  amount 
of  indemnity  as  he  sees  proper,  and  he  does 
fix  it,  as  shown  by  a  memorandum  made  by 
him,  the  oi-al  agreement  is  binding  on  the 
company. 

An  agent  of  a  company  authorized  to  nego- 
tiate rislvs  may  give  credit  in  such  executory 
agreement  for  the  premium. 

Unless  in  such  agreement  prepayment  is 
made  a  condition  precedent,  the  premium  need 
not  be  paid  until  the  policy  agreed  upon  is 
ready  to  be  delivered. 

The  agent,  by  mistake,  entered  in  his 
memorandum  the  name  of  the  wrong  person 
as  the  assured.  This  will  be  corrected  in  a 
suit  in  equity  on  such  executory  oral  agree- 
ment, and  the  person  who  owns  the  property 
insured  and  who  negotiated  the  insurance 
may  recover  in  his  own  name. 
*  *  * 

LIFE. 

Heydciifciat  v.  Jacuhs  ct  aU,  Cal  S.  ('.,  M   P.  It. 

4!)2. 

POLICY    NOT    A    I'AKT  OF  THE  ASSETS. 

Under  a  policy  payable  to  the  wife  of  the  in- 
sured, or  any  wife  that  may  survive  him,  and 
minor  children  living  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
the  beneficiaries  take  per  capita,  and  the  law 
of  descents  and  distributions  does  not  apply. 

A  policy  payable  to  the  widow  and  surviv- 
ing children  of  the  insured  is  no  part  of  the 
assets  of  the  estate,  and,  if  collected  by  the 
executors,  the  latter  are  personally  liable  to 
the  beneficiaries  for  tlie  amount. 

o         o 
o 

Cyixnimv.  Mutual  Life  I)U.  Co.,  N.  Y.  V.  A.,  40 
N.  E.  B.  225. 

CONSTRUCTION. 

A  life  policy  insuring  the  life  of  a  father 

was  issued  upon  an  application  signed  bj'  both 

the  father  and   the   son,  in  which   the  latter 

was  named   as   beneficiary.     The   policy  was 

made   payable   to  the  "assured"  after   due 

notice  of  the  death  of  the  "person  whose  life 

is   hereby  insured."     Held   to   be  a  contract 

made  with  the  son  in  his  own  name   and  for 

his  own  benefit. 

o       o 
o 

/CrfiHSf   i'.   Eiiuitahlc  L.  ^■Is.v'ii   Socicti/,  Midi.  S. 

C.,G3N.   W.  R.  440. 

CONTRACT   ADMINISTUATOR. 

After  a  contract  of  insurance  was  made  and 
a  note  accepted  for  the  premium,  the  policy 
was  returned  for  the  purpose  of  changing  the 
terms  of  payment  and  the  beneficiaries.     In 


an  action  for  the  amount,  defendant  claimed 
that  a  new  policy  issued  instead  of  the  first 
one  before  the  premium  had  been  earned,  and 
that,  by  a  mistake,  the  full  amount  of  the  note 
was  collected,  which  mistake  was  promptly 
corrected,  and  the  amount  tendered  back. 
Held,  that  it  was  for  a  jury  to  determine  from 
all  the  circumstances  whether  there  was  a 
new  agreement  or  not. 

Where  an  administrator  sues  for  life  insur- 
ance, he  can  only  recover  on  proof  that  de- 
cedent's estate  has  an  interest  in  the  policy. 

CLERKS    AS    WITNESS. 

In  an  action  on  a  policy  after  the  death  of  in- 
sured, the  testimony  of  a  clerk  in  the  office  of 
an  agent  of  the  company  is  admissible  as  to 
the  terms  of  an  agreement  between  insured 
and  the  agent  for  a  change  in  the  policy,  such 
person  not  being  an  interested  party  to  the 

action. 

■^^  *  -X- 

AC  a  ID  EXT. 

standard  Life  <t  Accident  lii^.  Co.  r.  Lanustmi 
Ark.  S.  C,  30  S.  W.  R.  427. 

NEGLIGENCE. 

No  recovery  can  be  had  on  an  accideht  pol- 
icy conditioned  that  the  insured  shall  use  due 
care,  where  plaintiff  sat  down  on  the  end  of  a 
railroad  tie,  dangerously  near  a  side  track, 
and  accidentally  fell  asleep,  and  had  his  arm 
crushed  by  a  train. 

The  word  "roadbed,"  in  an  accident  policy, 
pi'oviding  that  it  shall  not  cover  injuries  in 
consequence  of  insured's  "walking  or  being 
on  the  roadbed  of  any  railway,"  does  not  in- 
clude the  ends  of  ties  of  unusual  length,  ex- 
tending to  a  point  where  persons  standing  or 
sitting  would  be  beyond  the  reach  of  passing 
trains. 

o        o 
o 

Tracclcrs   /)i.s.  C<i.  v.  Snawdni,  Ncli.  S.  C,  ti.i  N. 
)|-.  /.'.  U'.W. 

EXCEI'TEO    RISKS. 

A  company  issued  a  policy  describing  the 
occupation  of  the  insured  as  "cattle  dealer,  or 
broker  and  shipper,  not  tender  or  drover,  not 
on  ranch  or  farm."  Among  the  provisions  of 
the  policy  was  one  to  the  effect  that  the  in- 
surance did  not  cover  injuries  resulting  "from 
any  of  the  following  causes,  or  while  so  en- 
gaged or  affected ;  *  *  *  Violating  law. 
Violating  rules  of  a  corporation.  *  *  *  Vol- 
untary exposure  to  unnecessary  danger.  En- 
tering or  trying  to  enter  or  leave  a  moving 
conveyance  using  steam  as  a  motive  power. 
Riding  in  or  on  any  such  conveyance  not  pro- 
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vided  foi-  the  transpoi-tation  of  passengers. 
Walkiug  or  bains  od  a  railway  bridge  or  road- 
bed. (Railway  employes  excepted.)"  The 
answer  set  up  that  the  iu.iuries  were  within 
the  exceptions  of  the  policy.  The  court  re- 
fused to  instruct  the  jury  that  the  plaintiff 
could  not  recover  for  injuries  so  sustained 
while  entering  or  trying  to  enter  a  moving 
conveyance  using  steam  as  a  motive  power,  or 
if  he  received  the  injury  while  I'iding  in  or  up- 
on such  conveyance  not  provided  for  the  trans- 
portation of  passengers.  There  was  evidence 
tending  to  show  that,  the  injuries  were  sus- 
tained under  such  circumstances.  Held :  (i ) 
That  it  was  competent  for  the  parties  to  con- 
tract that  the  insurance  should  not  extend  to 
injuries  so  received;  (2)  that  it  was  error  to 
refuse  the  instructions  referred  to;  (3)  that 
on  this  branch  of  the  case  there  was  no  issue 
of  negligence  involved,  the  question  being 
whether  the  injuries  were  within  the  contract 
of  the  parties,  not  whether  the  plaintiff  was 
conducting  himself  in  a  prudetit  manner  when 
they  were  sustained. 

*  *  * 

SVliETY. 

f^Dcuillntic   Cd-i))},  I'lih.  Ass'ii  r.  Haffmauu,  X.  1'. 

City  C.  Plrrts.  3:j  JV.  Y.  S.  69.5. 

WHEN  SIRETV    IS   LIABLE. 

Where  an  employe  retained  and  appropri- 
ated funds  collected  for  his  employer,  such 
breach  of  duty  was  not  by  the  facts  that  the 
sums  were  charged  to  the  employe's  account 
on  the  books  of  the  employer,  and  that  he 
accepted  part  payment  of  the  account  so  cre- 
ated, changed  into  a  simple  debt,  so  as  to  ex- 
empt from  liability  a  surety  on  the  employe's 
bond  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

RELE.ISE   OP    SfHETY. 

The  fact  that  an  employer,  having  discov- 
ered in  April  an  employe's  breach  of  duty  in 
appropriating  funds  collected,  x-etained  him 
until  September,  did  not  release  a  surety  on 
the  employe's  bond  from  liability  for  collec- 
tions appropriated  by  such  emyloye  prior  to 
April,  but  not  reported  to  the  employer  until 
later. 

Cn.lXliE  OV   COMPENSATION. 

The  change  of  an  employe's  compensation 
from  commissions  to  a  salary,  no  change  being 
made  in  the  duties  required  of  him,  does  not 
affect  the  liability  of  a  surety  on  his  bond  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  such  duties. 

BUKDEN   OF  PKOOF. 

In  an  action  by  an  employer  against  a  surety 
on  the  bond  of  an  employe  to  recover  for  col- 


lections appropriated  by  such  employe,  the  de- 
fense that  the  alleged  breach  of  duty  had,  by 
the  acts  of  the  employer,  been  changed  into  a 
simple  debt,  was  an  affirmative  defense,  and 
the  burden  was  on  the  defendant  to  establish 
it  by  evidence. 

Legal  Briefs. 

The  acquiring  of  a  mechanic's  lien  is  not 
within  the  conditions  of  a  policy  that  fore- 
closure proceedings  should  render  it  void.^ 
Speagle  V.  Dwelling-House  Ins.  Co.  (Ky. )  282. 

Where  two  of  four  dwelling  houses  insured 
were  vacant,  thus  vitiating  the  policy  as  to 
them  it  did  not  affect  the  insurance  on  the 
other  two  houses. — Same. 

A  slip  attached  to  a  policy  containing  the 
only  description  of  the  insured  property  and 
the  iron-safe  clause  is  a  part  of  the  policy,  and 
a  breach  of  such  clause  avoids  the  policy. — 
Home  Ins.  Co.  of  New  Orleans  v.  Gary  (Tex. 
Civ.  App. )  321. 

An  assignment  of  a  policy  to  one  having  no 
interest  in  the  property  is  valid,  when  made 
without  fraud,  on  the  assent  of  the  insurer. 
— Blackburn  v.  St.  Paul  Fire  &  Marine  Ins. 
Co.  (N.  C.)  922. 

A  clause  providing  that  a  life  policy  should 
be  incontestable  after  three  years  from  date 
does  not  estop  the  company  to  defend  on  the 
gi'ound  that  the  action  thereon  was  not 
brought  within  six  months  from  insured's 
death. — Brady  v.  Prudential  Ins.  Co.  (Pa.) 
102. 

One  who  procured  insurance  in  a  foreign 
company  of  an  agent  residing  out  of  the  state, 
but  received  a  compensation  on  the  premium, 
held  to  be  an  agent  of  the  company  on  whom 
service  of  process  in  an  action  on  the  policy 
could  be  made. — Fred  Miller  Bi-ewing  Co.  v. 
Council  Bluffs  Ins.  Co.  (Iowa)  565. 


Marine  Instirance  Decisions. 

The  mere  fact  that  the  owner  of  the  vessel  agreed 
to  carry  goods  to  an  amount  exceeding  that  limited 
in  the  i^oliey,  and  loaded  accordingly,  does  not 
avoid  the  policy,  where  he  afterwards  abandons 
such  purpose  before  commencing  the  trip.  30  N.  Y. 
S.  S14,  aftirmed. — Mosher  v.  Providence  Washington 
Ins.  Co.  (Com.  PI.  N.  Y.)  33  N.  Y.  S.  85. 

A  declaration  alleging  a  total  loss,  and  claiming 
recovery  therefor,  and  also  alleging  abandonment 
to  the  insurer,  and  that  the  loss  amounted  to  more 
than  one-half  of  the  whole  value  declared  in  the 
policy,  but  not  that  the  loss  amounted  to  less  than 
the  whole  value,  held,  not  demurrable  as  double, 
repugnant,  ambiguous,  and  multifarious.— Wash- 
burn &  Moen  Manuf'g  Co.  v.  Reliance  Marine  Ins. 
Co.  (C.  C.)66F.  69. 
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Mutual  Relief  Association; 

The  Mutual  Relief  Assni'latioti  of  Petaluma 
has  been  doing  business  as  an  assessment 
association  for  many  years,  without  reportins 
to  this  department. 

It  has  succeeded  in  convincing:  all  former 
commissioners,  so  its  attorney  says,  that  it  is 
not  an  insurance  company  as  contemplated  by 
the  statutes;  but  if  it  is  not  within  tlie  pro- 
visions of  the  law  sroverning  assessment  asso- 
ciations, then,  in  my  opinion,  the  English 
language  is  incapable  of  being  written  so  that 
a  statute  could  be  framed  covering  the  case. 

Notwithstanding  the  continued  success  of 
the  association  in  preventing  the  supervision, 
I  at  once  commenced  suit  to  compel  it  to  obey 
the  laws,  but  by  resorting  to  technicalities  it 
has  so  far  prevented  a  hearing. 

These  delays  are  not,  in  my  opinion,  being 
made  for  any  good  purpose,  and  I  sincerely 
trust  that  a  hearing  may  soon  be  had,  so  'that 
any  nefarious  designs  of  the  officers  ma.y  be 
thwarted. 

I  am  certainly  justified  in  the  use  of  such 
language  by  a  letter  of  the  secretary  to  a 
member.  This  lettcjr  only  confirms  informa- 
tion obtained  indirectly,  and  bears  out  the 
idea  that  the  resort  to  technicalities  and  de- 
lays is  for  some  ulterior  purpose  : 

The  Mutual  Relief  Association  of  Petuluma.     J 

Office,  Mutual  Relief  Building,  Western  Avenue,  '- 

Petaluma,  Cal.,  May  29,1895.  \ 

Dear  Sir:  Our  present  membership.  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  is  only  about  five  hundred.  Of  course,  this 
is  a  great  decrease,  but  it  seems  impossible  to 
avoid  it  in  any  way,  and  if  it  continues  we  will  in 
time  be  compelled  to  divide  up  our  spoiltf,  when  the 
few  remaining  ones  will  reap  the  benejits. 
Respectfully. 

N.  DiNWiDDiE,  Secretary. 

The  idea  of  a  secretary  speaking  of  the 
accumulations  of  the  honest  and  confiding 
policyholders  as  "spoils,"  apparently  gloating 
over  the  prospect  that  the  few  remaining 
members  will  be  benefited  by  the  wreck  of 
the  association  ! 

Highway  robbers  around  their  camptire  in 
the  mountains  gloating  over  the  results  of 
their  depredations,  which  probably  caused  the 
sacrifice  of  many  lives,  never  spoke  more  un- 
feelingly or  defiantly  of  their  "spoils"  than 
the  officers  of  this  "fraternal"  organization, 
whose  object  is  "  to  secure  to  the  families  or 
friends  of  deceased  members  such  pecuniary 
aid  as  shall  shield  them  against  the  ills  at- 
teudiug  those  who  are  left  unprotected,  and 
at  the  same  time  avoid  such  expenses  as 
would  impoverish  its  members  or  place  the 
society  beyond  the  reach  of  those  needing  its 
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aid.  aud  also  to  afford  a  safe  and  economical 
deposit  for  those  wishing  to  accumulate  a  sum 
tor  future  use  for  themselves  or  families." 

This  is  an  exceediug'ly  g'ood  place  to  deposit 
hard-earned  wasjes  for  "future  use." — Insur- 
ance Commissioner  Higgius. 


Inspections. 

From  a  Paper  by  Edward  Niles.  Read  at  the 
ANKCAL  Meeting  of  the  Fire  Underwrit- 
ers" Association  of  the  P.\oiFir. 

".\11  that  is  wise  has  been  thought  alread.v. 
We  must  try,  however,  to  think  it  again." 

Speaking  of  certain  vicious  men  of  elegant 
exterior,  Balzac  compares  them  to  poisons  that 
are  put  up  in  cut  glass  vials,  neatly  covered 
with  kid  and  haudsomely  trimmed  with  rib- 
bon. The  vehicle  is  beautiful  but  the  contents 
are  deadly.  Many  fire  hazards,  that  have  a 
similar  pleasing  appearance,  are  saturated 
with  a  moral  virus  or  contains  the  seeds  of 
quick  cousumption.  The  inspector  who  intel- 
ligently examines  the  risks  in  his  territory 
may  aid  in  placing  a  balance  on  the  right  side 
of  the  ledger:  in  fixing  his  manager  more 
firmly  on  his  seat  aud  in  elevating  his  com- 
pany to  the  ranks  of  those  who  through  much 
tribulation  have  at  last  achieved  a  low  loss 
ratio.  If  the  business  of  the  company  is  other- 
wise conducted  on  intelligent  principles,  the 
close  inspection  of  hazards  must  contribute  to 
success  under  ordinary  conditions,  aside  from 
the  possibilities  of  sweeping  conflagrations. 

It  has  beeu  said  that  "to  select  well  among 
old  things  is  almost  equivalent  to  inventing 
new  ones."  There  is  nothing  new  to  be  said. 
"A  story,  bless  you,  there  is  none  to  tell." 
At  this  meeting,  there  are  those  who  have 
that  keen  scent  for  the  dangerous  point  in  a 
risk  that  enables  them  to  fasten  on  it  unerr- 
ingly, and  to  such,  these  suggestions  will  be 
of  no  value.  But  if  some  inspectors  are  born, 
and  leap  from  the  cradle  with  a  nursing  bottle 
in  one  hand  and  a  cancellation  notice  in  the 
other,  more  are  made,  aud  it  is  not  unlikely 
that  these  words  will  reach  some  field  men  of 
limited  experience  to  whom  the  points  referred 
to  may  prove  of  benefit. 

Inspectors,  like  the  Arctic  regions,  are  de- 
signed for  exploring  purposes  only,  and  every 
inspector  worthy  of  the  name,  should  be  an 
explorer  into  the  dark  and  devious  recesses  of 
the  various  hazards  that  his  company,  with 
faith  in  its  agents  and  the  map,  accepted.  The 
nicely  colored  diagrams  all  look  alike,  but 
there's  often  a  big  difference  in  buildings  of 


the  same  size  and  material,  aud  a  decided 
choice  in  occupancies. 

The  first  quartz  mill  that  I  inspected,  seemed 
to  my  verdant  eye.  ver.v  hazardous,  owing  to 
the  large  amount  of  dust  in  the  mill.  In  some 
places  the  timbers  wei'e  covered  a  half  inch 
deep.  Reasoning  from  a  flouring  mill  basis.  I 
felt  that  there  was  danger  in  the  very  air.  and 
was  pained  to  see  such  carlessness.  I  spoke  to 
the  superintendent  about  it  and  the  rude  mau 
laughed  in  my  face.  "Why,"  said  he,  "that's 
all  metalic  dust.     You  can't  burn  it." 

The  inspector  must  often  readjust  his  ideas 
and  be  ready  to  pluck  the  flower  safely  from 
the  nettle  danger. 

The  tariff  rate  is  sujiposed  to  cover  the 
physical  hazard  only,  but  what  rate  shall 
cover  the  moral  hazard '.  Where  the  morale  is 
suspected  there  is  but  one  wise  course  to  follow 
and  that  is  immediate  cancellation.  How  often 
has  it  happened  in  the  experience  of  managers 
and  special  a.gents  that  a  risk  has  been  allowed 
to  remain  on  the  books  when  not  fully  ap- 
proved, and  it  burned.  Comment  is  unneces- 
sary. 

De  Quinccy,  in  his  essay  on  "Murder  Con- 
sidered as  One  of  the  Fine  Arts,"  says:  "If 
once  a  man  indulges  in  murder  he  very  soon 
comes  to  think  little  of  robbery,  and  from  rob- 
bery he  comes  next  to  drinking  and  Sabbath- 
breaking,  and  thei-e  is  but  one  step  from  that 
to  incivility  and  procrastination.  Once  begin 
upon  the  downward  path  j-ou  never  know 
where  you  will  stop." 

And  so  it  is  with  the  inspector.  If  he  makes 
a  careless  survey  of  a  shingle  mill,  he  soon 
glances  at  the  soap  works  from  the  sidewalk, 
passes  idly  by  slaughter  hou.ses  and  mattress 
factories,  and  from  them  it  is  but  a  step  to 
never  looking  at  brick  mercantile  risks  aud 
gilt-edged  dwellings. 

The  first  Rothschild  made  it  his  rule  to  have 
nothing  to  do  with  an  unlucky  man,  and  at  the 
risk  of  occasional  injustice  it  will  be  well  to 
carry  out  this  idea  in  our  business.  When  it 
is  clearly  shown  that  the  assured  has  had  two 
fires  as  the  result  of  carelessness,  cancel  at 
once  and  let  some  other  company  carry  the 
hazard  which  bo  obtainable  rate  will  cover. 

As  "from  the  same  materials,  one  man  builds 
palaces,  another  hovels."  so  on  the  same  kind 
of  hazard,  one  owner  will  use  an  honorable 
care  to  protect  his  property,  and  another  will 
by  his  slovenly  ways  be  a  perpetual  menace. 
When  the  assured  persistently  refuses  to 
make  the  improvements  suggested  by  a  com- 
petent inspector,  it  will  be  more  profitable  to 
give  him  a  return  premium  than  to  close  your 
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eyes  and  take  the  chances.  Aftei'  all,  what 
satisfaction  is  there  in  a  large  volume  of  busi- 
ness and  a  swinging'  loss  ratio? 

It  doesn't  heljj  matters  any  to  get  angry 
with  obtuse  property -owners.  Remember  that 
some  of  them  '-live  so  happil.y  with  their  self 
love  that  it  would  be  cruelty  to  disturb  them," 
and  he  who  cannot  command  his  temper  should 
not  think  of  being  a  man  of  business. 

It  is  discouraging  to  cancel  a  risk  and  not 
have  it  burn  immediately,  but  in  most  cases, 
if  your  judgment  is  of  an  average  quality,  you 
will  find  that  in  due  time  the  conscious  or  un- 
conscious carelessness  of  the  assured  will  effect 
the  destruction  of  the  propert.y. 

Barnum  used  to  tell  the  story  of  a  certain 
showman  who  combined  with  the  ordinary 
circus  performance  a  display  of  fireworks.  At 
one  time,  he  advertised  the  "Battle  of  Tra- 
falgar" with  burning  ships,  blazing  oceans 
and  other  magnificent  effects.  He  drew  such 
a  vivid  picture  of  that  great  naval  encounter 
that  the  people  from  the  entire  country  side 
were  attracted  to  see  it.  When  the  time 
arrived,  the  showman  brought  his  guiding 
hand  to  bear  on  the  set  piece,  applied  the 
match  in  the  usual  manner  and  retired  to 
await  results. 

Several  minutes  passed,  but  no  battle  en- 
sued. The  showman  then  stepped  forward 
and  addressed  the  crowd. 

"It  has  not  went  off,"  he  remarked,  and 
proceeded  to  investigate. 

Again  the  same  I'esult  followed,  and  again. 
"It  has  not  went  off,  ladies  and  gentlemen," 
continued  the  showman.  "I  will  now  show 
you  the  great  earthquake  of  Lisbon."  He 
gathered  the  fireworks  together  and  filled  a 
barrel  with  them.  He  poured  turpentine  over 
them  and  sprinkled  the  lot  freely  with  gun- 
powder. Once  more  he  applied  the  torch  with 
astonishing  results.  There  was  an  explosion, 
and  when  all  was  over  he  gave  a  parting 
address. 

"It  lias  went  off,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  and 
so  has  three  fingers  of  my  hand.  Good  even- 
ing and  many  thanks.  The  earthquake  will 
not  be  repeated." 

Great  Westeni  Frauds,  Denver. 
State  Insurance  Superintendent  Walpole  of 
Colorado  has  requested  the  state's  attorney- 
general  to  take  all  necessary  steps  to  close  up 
the  Great  Western  Mutual  Aid  and  Great 
Western  Mutual  Accident  sister  associations, 
of  Denver.  For  several  years  they  have  been 
bankrupt,  transacting  only  a  little  business  in 
out-of-the-way  places  where  unknown.    A.  H. 


Northrup,  who  has  had  charge  of  the  two 
frauds,  has  been  appointed  receiver,  on  ajj- 
plication  of  Fred  Steinhauer,  who  says  that 
since  July  21,  1881,  he  advanced  $38,000  to  pay 
losses  and  expenses,  none  of  which. has  been 
paid  back.  If  this  statement  be-  true,  what  a 
sucker  Fred  must  be.  We  give  the  press  dis- 
patch as  the  basis  of  our  information.  The 
twin  frauds  have  been  repeatedly  exposed 
and  denounced  hy  the  Coast  Review.  Formerly 
they  had  ofHces  in  San  Fi'ancisco.  Existing 
prior  to  the  Colorado  laws  on  assessment  in- 
surance, they  have  hitherto  defied  the  insur- 
ance department  and  drawn  sustenance  fi'om 
unfrequented  pastures. 


Not  Fire  Hose. 


A  young  and  bashful  special  was  called  up- 
on to  adjust  a  loss  on  "female  wearing  ap- 
parel" belonging  to  a  plump  and  pleasing 
young  widow,  as  fair  as  a  June  apple,  and 
whose  well-turned  foot  reminded  you  of 
Trilby's.  After  taking  down  a  list  of  opera 
cloaks,  silk  and  satin  dresses,  dresses  cut 
square  on  the  bias  and  gored  up  the  back, 
dresses  high  from  the  ground  and  low  from 
the  ceiling,  he  came  at  last  to  that  which 
even  the  most  hardened  of  our  special  agents 
return  in  their  proof  as  "underwear;"  but 
this  poor,  timid,  bashful  special  (a  rara  aviK 
to  be  sure)  was  aware  of  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing a  complete  list  of  everything,  and  so  "cor- 
sets" and  "chemises"  were  put  down,  and 
his  voice  weakened,,  for  the  lady  looked  dag- 
gers as  he  said :  "Now,  madam,  I  am  nearly 
through ;  how  many  pairs  of  silk  stockings  did 
.vou  say  were  damaged?"  "Seven  pairs,  and 
they  cost  me  $10.50  per  pair,  and  I  can't  wear 
them  again."  The  price  seemed  an  exaggera- 
tion to  the  special,  although  he  remembered 
the  McKinley  tariff  had  just  gone  into  effect; 
so  he  said:  "They  come  high,  don't  they?" 
"No,"  said  the  lady,  fiercely;  "not  any 
higher  than  usual.  I  always  wear  mine 
long."  This  flabbei'gasted  the  young  special, 
and  he  decided  to  finish  the  adjustment  at 
once.  So  said, "Please  let  me  see  your  stock- 
ings." "Sir,"  said  the  lady,  "do  you  dare." 
This  settled  the  special,  but  not  the  loss. 
Next  day  our  plump  and  pleasing  widow  called 
at  the  oftice  and  told  the  manager  that  she 
had  been  insulted,  that  no  unmarried  man 
had  the  right  to  ask  her  such  questions,  smil- 
ing sweetly  on  the  manager  the  while.  He 
took  the  adjustment  into  his  own  hands,  pay- 
ing more,  I  have  been  told,  than  if  a  valued 
policy  law  were  in  foi'ce. — The  Knapsack. 
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Pacific  Coast  Fire  Business. 

Nevada  Fire  Business. 

I'ear.                                   Premiums.  LoKnes. 

1889 $133,076  $111,226 

1890 115,745  39,477 

1891 129,585  51,456 

1892 152,650  61,084 

1893 102,803  59,126 

1S94 125,224  43-M2 

Totals  6  years I761.083  $363,511 


Lnas 
Itnfio. 
82.4 

34-3 
40.0 
40.0 
57-4 
34.5 

48.0 


Idaho  Fii"e  Business. 


Tear. 


Prewiiim.9. 

1888 $  59.141 

1889 59,909 

1890 87,162 

1891 1C9.393 

1892 178,644 

1S93 139.84S 

1891 ;       .       .        136,839 

Totals  7  years $790,938 


Losaes. 
$  21.429 

105,97 "■ 
71,128 
50,550 
138,222 
1S3.348 
145,938 

$716,586 


LORg 

Ilatio. 
41.0 
176.0 
81.6 
46.2 
77.4 
1 14.5 
106.6 

90.5 


Year. 
■885  . 
1886  . 
1887 
isss  . 
1SS9  . 
189)  . 
1891  . 

1592  . 

1593  . 
1891  . 


Utali  Fire  Business. 

Preiniumit. 

$103,700 

IC9  259 

1.36,115 

139-564 

iSi.ioo 

265.435 

27,1,^67 

386,542 

......    273.036 

294.621 


Losses. 
%  36.450 
31,2,39 
99,965 
29.061 
36.149 
1.S3.611 
89.228 
190,183 

235,999 
129,476 

.Is  10  years $2,164,839    $1,031,361 

Arizona  Fire  Business. 


Tear.  Premiuws.    Losses 

$52,456 
67,088 
68,423 
19  606 
42,267 
7,978 
16,555 
8.053 
53.315 
56.275 

79  879 

siiycai-s $799,872      $470,895 

Washington  Fire  Business. 

Premiums.    Losses. 
$    117,966 


18S6 
1887 
1888 
18S9 
1890 
1S91 
1892 
1893 
1894 

Total 


Preniiums. 
.  .$  55,168 
.  .  54,631 
.  .  44,393 
■  .  .54,835 
.  .  61,203 
.  .  63,983 
.  .  99,852 
.  .  61,662 
92,267 
.  .  109,009 
.    .    102,869 


Tear. 

884 

885 

886 

887 


890 
S91 
892 


178,231 

183,962 

304,797 

329,251 

*792,9C9 

1,734,656 

1.477,223 

1.416.946 


■  95,658 
103,777 
86,279 
140,095 
163,152 

'3,224,479 
8S6.633 
.535,79' 
794,671 


Loss 
lintio. 

35  3 
285 
73-5 
20,8 
20.0 
57  2 
32-4 
49.2 
86.4 
44.0 

47.6 

Loss 
Jiatio. 
106.0 
123.0 
154.0 
35-7 
6g.2 
12.4 

16.5 
13.0 
64.3 

51.6 
77.0 

58.0 


Loss 
Itutio. 

81.7 
58.0 
47.0 
46.6 
500 
406.6 

51.1 
362 
,56.1 


1893 1,289.637       711,163  55.1 

1894 1,147,583          620,892  54.1 

Totals  II  years $8,973,161     $7,362,590  Si.i 

^Conflagration  year.    Retui-ns  incomplete. 

Oregon  Fire  Business. 

Loss 

Tear.                                   Premiums.    Losses.  Rutio. 

1SS3 $   325,238       $255,512  78.0 

1884 356,751         268,412  75.4 

1885 396,996          79,259  20  o 

1886 413,290         163.890  39.0 

1S87 688,125          188,868  26.0 

18S8 419,465           136,889  32.7 

iSSg 549,902           145,668  26.5 

1S90 870,359          167,737  19.3 

1891 1,007.205          587.981  58. S 

1892 1,232,523          723,780  59.0 

1893 893,776          376,807  42.1 

1894 874,210          616.611  70.5 

Totals  12  years $6,027,840    $4,011,414  66.3 


When  Application  is  Not  Required. 

A  deci.sioD  of  importance  has  been  rendered  by 
the  supreme  court  of  Nebraska  in  the  case  of  Ger- 
man Insurance  and  Savings  Institution  vs.  Kline, 
as  follows : 

"When  an  insurance  company  issues  its  pol- 
icy and  accepts  and  retains  the  premium  with- 
out requirins  an  application  by  the  insured,  and 
without  making  inquiry  as  to  the  condition  of 
the  property  or  the  state  of  its  title,  and  the  in- 
sured has,  in  fact,  an  insurable  interest,  the  com- 
pany will  be  conclusively  presumed  to  have  insured 
such  interest  and  to  have  waived  all  provisions  in 
the  policy  providing  for  its  foi-feiture  by  reason  of 
any  facts  or  circumstances  affecting  the  condition 
or  title  of  the  property  in  regard  to  which  no  such 
statement  was  required  or  Inquiry  made." 


Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Attached. 
The  Louisville  Trust  Company,  as  administrator 
for  L.  Guyol,  who  died  in  February  1892,  has  levied 
an  execution  against  the  furniture  in  the  Louis- 
ville (Ky.)  ofBce  of  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life 
Association  with  a  view  to  forcing  the  association 
to  settle  the  claim  for  insurance  of  $5,000  and  inter- 
est from  the  date  of  Mr.  Guyol's  death.  The  de- 
fense is  that  the  policy  was  obtained  by  false  and 
fraudulent  representation  made  by  the  assured  in 
his  application.  The  court  found  that  there  was 
no  fraud.  

THE  German-American.— The  transfer  of  the  re- 
insurance contract  held  by  the  German-American 
of  this  city  with  the  Cologne  Reinsurance  Coro- 
pauy,  of  which  Emil  Oelberman  is  a  director,  to  the 
Aachen  &  Munich  Company  simply  means  that 
hereafter  the  German-American  will  hold  a  con- 
tract of  reinsurance  with  a  represented  instead  of 
an  unrepresented  company  and  will  receive  credit 
for  such  reinsurance  as  may  be  given  off  under  such 
contract.  The  result  will  be  a  benefit  to  the  net 
surplus  of  the  German-American.— Spectator. 
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Order  of  Pendo. 

This  is  the  name  of  a  now  sclieme  which 
promises  to  be  a  nursery,  orphan  asylum,  a 
comfort  to  widows,  and  a  buryer  of  the  dead. 
Wherever  there  are  no  uudertalcers,  no 
nni'ses,  and  no  men  witb  a  yearning-  for  wid- 
ows nor  a  fathei'ly  feeling  for  the  fatherless, 
there  is  a  mission  for  the  Order  of  Pendo 
of  San  Francisco. 

The  '-supreme  organizer,"  Alex.  Kothen- 
stein,  is  one  of  those  who  yearn  to  "give  aid 
and  protection  to  the  widow  and  fatherless," 
to  "nurse  the  sick"  and  "bury  the  dead." 
And  "there  ai-e  others."  A.  J.  Colby,  "jour- 
nalist," solicitor  for  the  Evening  Report,  and 
top- lofty  "supreme  vice-counselor;"  Ernest 
Duden,  late  secretary  of  the  late  Order  of  the 
Golden  Shore,  now  "supreme  secretary"  of 
the  supremely  ridiculous  Pendo  order ;  and  a 
"  printer  and  a  paper  dealer  who  are  not  averse 
to  selling  the  new  order  something;  and  a 
doctor  previously  connected  with  some  simi- 
lar scheme  and  ready  to  serve  the  order  as 
"supreme  medical  director,"  and  a  tailor,  and 
a  lawyer,  and  a  coal-dealer,  are  ready  to  nurse 
the  siclj  and  protect  the  widow. 

A  great  deal  is  promised,  but  behind  not  a 
single  promise  can  you  find  the  written 
guarantee  of  any  of  the  oflicers. 

Thousands  of  similar  schemes  have  come 
and  gone  like  the  seasons,  leaving  rotten 
i-ecords  of  unpaid  claims. 


Why  a  Man  Should  Insiii-e  His  Life. 

The  following  is  a  prize  essay,  written  by 
an  agent  of  the  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.,  in  i-e- 
sponse  to  an  offer  of  the  Weekly  Statement. 
A  committee  awarded  the  first  prize  to  the 
writer  of  this  essay  : 

The  argument  for  life  insurance  rests  upon 
two  axioms:  One,  the  axiom  that  dangers 
should  be  anticipated  and  so  either  prevented 
or  neutralized;  the  other,  the  axiom  that  life 
and  fortune  are  uncertain.  The  conclusion  is 
as  irrefutable  as  either  premise.  Concede 
that  the  evil  which  threatens  is  vast ;  concede 
that  a  successful  remedy  or  palliative  exists, 
and  a  iilain  obligation  appears.  To  a  people  it 
becomes  the  essential  element  of  a  sound 
political  economy.  To  an  individual  it  is  a 
dictate  of  the  highest  ethics. 

The  law  of  civilization  is  a  law  of  precau- 
tions. Quarantines  prevent  epidemics;  em- 
bassadors avert  wars ;  fire  insurance  replaces 
loss  from  c'onfiagration.  Novi-,  of  all  material 
dangers  the  worst  is  death.  While  other 
calamities  are  contingent,  death  alone  is  cer- 


tain, univer.sal.  Not  only  must  it  come,  hut  it 
is  the  more  dreadful  because  the  time  of  its 
coming  is  unknown  and  incalculable.  What- 
ever, then,  tends  to  modify  its  sure  results  is 
of  supreme  importance  to  the  world.  When  a 
man  dies,  a  useful  machine  is  brolren ;  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  wealth-producing  power  is 
destroyed;  a  momentum  of  years  is  wasted. 
Some  person  or  family  or  community  is  de- 
prived of  the  quota  of  brain  or  muscle  he 
formerly  contributed.  How  may  the  damage 
be  repaired ;  How  may  the  potential  energy 
be  saved;  Until  the  device  of  life  insurance 
no  reparation  vras  possible;  the  loss  was  abso- 
lute. But  death's  power  has  now  been  en- 
feebled. The  man's  value  as  an  income-bear- 
er is  at  once  replaced.  As  medicine  prolongs 
life,  so  insurance  prolongs  life's  usefulness; 
and  the  world,  viewed  in  its  economic  aspect, 
is  as  deeply  indebted  to  the  one  as  to  the 
other. 

There  is  another  evil  akin  to  death  arid  its 
rival,  full  to  the  brim  of  bitterness:  and  old 
age  either  indigent  or  dependent.  It  is  a  liv- 
ing death,  helpless  and  hopeless.  The  protec- 
tion of  life  insurance  has  been  extended  till  it 
shields  from  this  danger  also,  and  an  income 
is  assured,  so  that  the  fruits  of  labor  iii  youth 
may  continue  without  interruption  by  infirm- 
ity or  loss  of  capital. 

Beyond  question,  then,  life  insurance  is  a 
wise  precaution,  wiser  and  more  needful  than 
others  in  proportion  to  the  evils  it  averts. 
Nor  is  it  a  theory  only.  Its  statistics,  long 
and  carefully  collected,  establish  the  law  of 
averages  conclusively.  In  dignity  and  mathe- 
matical exactness  it  ranks  as  a  science.  It, 
therefore,  merits  not  merely  grateful  con- 
sideration for  its  beneficence,  but  entire  confi- 
dence. 

It  is  a  success.  The  system  is  steadidly 
spreading,  and  each  year  shows  that  in  every 
eulightened  country,  no  matter  what  the  jjo- 
litical  changes  or  the  fluctuations  of  business, 
whether  stocks  rise  or  fall,  whethei'  crops  are 
good  or  bad,  policyholders  keep  multiplying, 
receipts  and  welcome  disbursements  keep 
marvelously  swelling.  The  best  of  all  trades 
and  professions  are  its  endorsers.  It  seems 
to  have  no  enemies  except  a  few  whom  some 
prejudice  blinds. 

Its  advocates  are  the  countless  widows  whom 
it  has  saved  from  destitution,  the  oi-phans 
whom  it  has  educated  and  supported,  the  aged 
to  whom  it  doubly  repays  the  savings  of  early 
manhood.  There  is  no  other  financial  institu- 
tion which  so  satisfies  the  heart,  the  con- 
science and   the  judgment.     We  will   go  fur- 
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ther  in  claim  of  its  proper  position.  It  stands 
in  history,  and  must  be  recognized  as  a  con- 
stituent factor  in  the  profound  economic  rev- 
olution which  marks  this  century.  The  Avorld 
is  more  self-sacriflcing  uon"  than  it  used  to  be, 
love  is  more  endowed  with  foresight,  the  phil- 
osophy is  gaining  which  teaches  denial  now 
for  the  sake  of  the  future.  Who  that  reflects 
will  deny  the  influence  of  life  insui-ancc 
ideas  in  making  these  things  .so! 

The  logic  is  irresistible.  Life  insurance  is 
something  more  than  a  privilege.  It  is  an 
imperative  necessity.  It  is  a  social,  domestic 
and  personal  duty.  Up.in  whom  incumbent! 
Clearly  upon  every  man  or  woman  whose  life 
has,  or  is  liable  to  have,  a  money  value  to  any- 
one else.  To  these  add  all  who,  if  they  out- 
live their  productiveness,  are  liable  to  have  an 
income  insufficient  for  their  support.  Hence 
the  application  of  the  rule  is  as  broad  as  is  the 
mutability  of  human  affairs. 

The  exceptions  are  i-are.  Among  them  would 
at  first  seem  to  be  the  wealthy;  but  fortune  is 
as  fickle  as  fate,  and  every  provision  should 
.  be  made  against  loss  or  diminution.  Morever, 
the  rich  man  who  personally  manages  his 
estate  has,  in  relation  to  it.  a  large  and  dis- 
tinct value  which  he  ou»ht  to  perpetuate. 
•  The  only  persins  truly  exempt  from  obligation 
to  insure  are  the  drones,  who  contribute 
nothing  and  whom,  therefore,  the  social  ma- 
chinery would  never  miss.  Our  argument  is 
not  with  them.  It  does  appeal  to  the  father 
who  is  the  bread-winner,  and  to  the  mother 
whose  economy  and  home  management  are  as 
valuable  to  him  as  his  labor  is  to  her;  to  the 
merchant  whose  death  would  injure  his  part- 
ner; to  the  borrower  who  needs  time  to  dis- 
charge his  debts;  to  the  young  man  or  young 
woman  who  makes  money  now  and  would  look 
forward  to  a  day  of  rest ;  to  whoever  feels  any 
pocuniai'v  responsibility  either  towards  others 
or  towards  himself. 

The  law  of  duty  is  inexorable  and  without 
appeal.  It  bars  as  trivial  the  plea  of  incon- 
venience. Applied  to  any  individual,  the 
question  is  not  should  he  insure ;  but  rather, 
is  there  any  good  reason  why  he  should  not 
insure '.  How  comes  he  to  be  free  from  the 
obligation!  Is  he  so  lucky  as  to  be  entirely 
beyond  the  reach  of  harm !  If  not  quite  im- 
mortal has  he  a  definite  lease  upon  life,  or  has 
fortune  signed  a  bond  with  him '.  Not  other- 
wise may  he  refuse.  In  his  profoundest  heart 
he  knows  he  ought  to  insure,  and  that  now. 
A  duty  delayed  is  a  duty  shirked.  Let  a 
man  convinced  of  responsibility  secure  an  ad- 
equate protection  at  any  sacrifice  and  at  once. 


Grand  Results  of  Life  Insurance  Workers. 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  tlie  agency  field 
force  of  the  Manhattan  Life  at  Cleveland,  O., 
Vice  President  Halsey  was  present,  and  at 
the  banquet  in  the  evening  made  a  strong 
speech  praising  life  insurance  workers  for  the 
great  and  beneficent  work  they  accomplish. 

Addressing  these  workers  Mr.  Halsey  said : 

.^PPKECIATED   BY    THE  OFFICERS. 

"Do  not  feel  for  a  moment  that  the  officers 
do  not  appreciate  your  trials,  youi-  difficulties, 
your  disappointments:  they  know  very  well 
that  in  many  cases  your  time,  labor,  and  earn- 
estness comes  to  nothing,  and  the  laborer  does 
not  get  the  reward  of  his  seed  planting  and 
the  labor  expended  by  him.  But  with  diffi- 
culties met  and  overcome,  comes  strength, 
comes  the  satisfaction  of  well-earned  success ; 
the  feeling  that  our  business  is  not  in  any 
way  lacking  in  dignity  and  even  in  sublime 
importance. 

1,300,000  PEKSOSS   PROTECTED. 

Taking  the  business  from  its  commence- 
ment, we  find  from  the  Missouri  Report,  Dec. 
31,  1894,  as  to  thirty-two  "old-line''  compan- 
ies doing  business  in  that  state,  claims  by 
death  and  endowments  paid,  -^.SSs, 000,000,  di- 
vide this  amount  by  three  thousand,  which  is 
about  the  average  policy,  it  will  give  approxi- 
mately the  number  of  policies  represented,  or 
the  enormous  number  of  300,000  policies, 
throwing  protection  over  about  the  same  num- 
ber of  families,  or  perhaps  over  1,300,000  per- 
sons; but  now,  dropping  these  general  re- 
sults, let  us  bring  the  matter  down  to  our  own 
eveiy  day  life.  Taking  the  business  of  the 
year  1894,  the  old  line  companies  doing  busi- 
ness in  Connecticut  paid  claims  by  death  of 
S6S.739.000  (see  Connecticut  report,  1S94). 
Now,  I  appeal  to  you,  gentlemen,  who  are  in 
the  field,  whetherone  in  ten,  I  believe  I  might 
safely  say,  whether  one  in  a  hundi'ed  of  the 
persons  whose  lives  were  covered  by  the  jKili- 
cies  maturing  by  death  last  year  would  have 
been  insured  had  it  not  been  for  the  labor  and 
faithful  work  of  you  field  workers ! 

LIFE  WOKK  OF  TWO  AGENTS. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  grand  results  of  thous- 
ands of  faithful  workers  in  magnificent  mil- 
lions. I  turn  now  and  ask  what  have  individ- 
uals done,  men  w-ho  have  worked  their  day, 
men  who  have  gone  to  their  rest,  but  whose 
work  follows  theiu !  I  name  as  high  on  the 
list  of  honor  in  this  company's  agency  corps, 
James  B.  C'arr,  for  thirty  yeai-s  faithfully  and 
honorably  representing  this  company  in  Phila- 
delphia and  vicinity.     When  standing  by  his 
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bier,  I  could  not  help  summing  up  his  \vork, 
showing  nearly  500  claims  paid,  mostly  to 
widows  and  orphans,  and  amounting  to  ^1.700,- 
000— what  a  noble  legacy  of  honor  to  his  own 
bereaved  ones.  ^ 

Take  another  laborer  in  our  field,  William 
Nisbet,  of  St.  Louis,  who  having  put  in  his 
work,  vrent  to  his  rest,  leaving  legacies  which 
have  been  paid  to  more  than  447  families,  and 
amounting  to  #1,824,373.  Could  we  feel  that 
any  other  welcome  met  these  men  when  their 
life  work  was  over  than  'well  done,  good  and 
faithful  servants;' " 


Preparing  for  a  Smoke  Damage  Sale. 
I  was  drowsily  smoking,  when  all  at  once  I 
saw  a  dark  shadow  moving  along  the  street  in 
a  noiseless  and  appai-ently  stealthy  way. 
With  equal  caution  I  followed;  it  proved  to 
be  a  man,  and  he  went  with  great  care  and 
precision  to  the  rear  of  a  building  situated  on 
the  outer  edge  of  the  buru.ed  district,  let 
himself  into  the  back  door  b.v  means  of  a  key, 
fastened  the  door,  lighted  a  candle  and  with 
deliberate  action  put  a  pile  of  rags  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  floor,  iMured  kerosene  over  them 
from  a  (X)nvenient  can,  and  applied  a  match. 
I  saw  the  flames  burst  forth,  and  waiting  to 
see  no  more  I  ran  at  once  to  the  home  of  the 
town  marshal;  awakening  that  official  I 
quickly  told  the  story,  then  hastened  to  the 
bedside  of  a  few  trusty  adjusters,  arousing 
them  also  to  action.  With  much  discretion 
we  surrounded  the  store  where  the  fire  had 
been  started.  Through  the  shutters  we  could 
still  see  the  form  of  the  incendiary  feeding 
the  flames.  The  marshal  had  no  difficulty  in 
i-ecognizing  the  man  as  Alex.  WoUenslagger, 
of  the  firm  of  Dagger  &  WoUenslagger,  and 
it  was  well  known  they  were  claimants  by 
the  recent  loss.  After  a  council  of  war,  so  to 
speak,  the  marshal  beat  a  loud  tattoo  on  the 
front  door,  at  the  same  time  calling  upon   the 

incendiary  by  name  to  come  out,  and  be  d d 

to  him.  This  had  the  desired  effect,  and 
WoUenslagger  came  forth.  He  was  the  coolest 
villain  I  thought  I  had  ever  .seen.  He  had  the 
obsequious  air  of  a  counter-jumper,  and  the 
accent  which  is  a  dead-give-away.  He  in- 
vited us  inside  with  much  apparent  hospi- 
tality, and  his  eye  never  blinked  nor  did  his 
color  once  change.  This,  thought  I,  is  the 
most  hardened  scoundrel  ever  caught  red- 
handed.  Finally,  the  marshal  recovered  from ' 
his  temporary  stupor  and  made  his  arrest, 
naming  all  the  damaging  evidence  In  our 
possession  and  the  eye  witnesses  to  the  crime. 
"That  is  all  right,"  said  WoUenslagger,  "I 


settles  my  loss  with  the  Royal  Insurance 
Company  yesterday,  and  I  gets  ready  for  a 
schmoke  damage  and  a  cash  sale  to-morrow." 
The  adjuster  of  the  Royal  was  still  in  town 
and  confirmed  WoUenslagger's  .story.  The 
smoke  was  an  after  thought  to  influence 
trade. — Califoimia  Knapsack. 


The  Galedoniaii  Insurance  Company. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of 
this  old  Scotch  office  was  held  recently  in 
Edinburgh.  The  results  in  the  fire  depart- 
ment, as  reported  by  the  directors,  are  more 
favorable  than  those  reported  for  1893.  The 
loss  ratio  was  9  per  cent.  less.  There  was  a 
fire  pi-ofit  for  the  year  of  $32,700,  exclusive  of 
interest.  The  Caledonian's  balance  sheet 
shows  §9,581,005  gross  assets,  with  46,331,440 
liabilities  in  the  life  department.  This  leaves 
as  the  gross  fire  assets  $3,249  565,  of  which 
^537)500  is  cash  capital.  The  net  premium  in- 
come last  year  was  $2,440,040,  of  which  the 
United  States  branch  contributed  $2,105,699. 
The  United  States  business  has  increased 
four-fold  in  five  years.  On  the  Pacific  Coast, 
under  the  management  of  Geo.  W.  Spencer, 
the  Caledonian  has  received  in  the  last  five 
years  $710,368  premiums  and  paid  $327,188  in 
losses.  The  Caledonian  has  $2,126,209  in- 
vested in  the  United  States.  The  suii^lus  of 
the  American  branch  is  $641,229,  which  is  an 
increase  of  $118,000  since  January  i. 


The  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  now  at- 
taches, when  desired,  a  memorandum  to  any 
form  of  policy  issued,  including  the  semi-ton- 
tiue,  which  provides,  upon  the  maturity  of 
the  policy  as  a  death  claim,  that  the  company 
will  gi'ant  to  the  beneficiary  named  an  an- 
nuity of  a  specified  amount;  and  that,  if  by 
reason  of  the  beneficiary's  advanced  age  or  on 
account  of  the  increase  of  the  policy  by  ad- 
ditions the  proceeds  are  more  than  sufficient 
to  pm-chase  the  specified  annuity,  the  excess 
may  be  u.sed  to  increase  such  annuity  or  may 
be  paid  in  a  lump  sum  to  the  beneficiary. 
After  the  death  of  tbe  insured  the  contract 
cannot  be  hypothecated  or  surrendered  in  any 
event.  The  company  also  now  inserts  an 
agreement  in  its  installment  policies  giving 
the  beneficiary  the  privilege  of  commuting, 
at  a  stated  period,  the  remaining  install- 
ments.— Investigator. 


**The  Truckee  (Cal.)  water  system  was  tested  at  a 
fire  last  month,  during  a  gale.  Two  powerful 
streams  soon  subdued  the  flames,  and  restricted 
the  loss  to  a  small  area.  There  used  to  be  a  good 
many  fires  in  Truckee. 
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Praise  for  the  Equitable  Life. 

At  the  special  request  of  President  Hyile 
of  the  Equitable  Life  Assurauce  Society  the 
New  York  insurance  department  some  time 
ago  undertook  an  examination  of  the  affairs 
and  conditions  of  this  great  New  York  com- 
pany. The  superintendent  of  the  insurance 
department,  aided  by  a  corps  of  expert  ex- 
aminers, has  just  completed  this  examination, 
which  he  declares  was  most  thorough  and 
searching.  Superintendent  Pierce's  reix)rt  is 
printed  elsewhere. 

The  examination  required  a  good  deal  of 
work.  Titles  of  all  real  estate  owned  by  and 
mortgaged  to  the  Equitable  were  carefully 
investigated.  Altogether,  q8o  pieces  of  real 
estate  were  examined.  The  methods  em- 
ployed in  the  agency  department  are  specially 
commeuded.  The  medical  department  is  de- 
clared to  be  not  susceptible  of  improvement. 
The  foreign  business,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Pierce,  has  been  of  substantial  benefit  to  the 
company.  The  Equitable  mortality  in  all  its 
foreign  business  has  been  satisfactory.  Supt. 
.  Pierce  closes  his  report  with  an  expression  of 
profound  satisfaction  on  finding  that  the 
affairs  of  this  great  society  are  in  a  sound  and 
prosperous  condition. 

The  appraiser  says  that  he  has  caused  the 
property  purchased  under  foreclosure  to  be 
appraised,  and  wherever  necessary  has  re- 
duced the  value  to  an  amount  at  which,  in  his 
judgment,,  it  can  be  disposed  of  without  loss. 
The  property  owned  by  the  company,  he  says, 
is  in  excellent  condition,  and  rented  upon  a 
basis  to  pa.v  a  fair  interest.  Foreign  build- 
ings ai'e  approved  as  an  investment. 

The  results  of  this  thorough  examination 
confirm  the  Equitable's  own  figures,  in  de- 
tails as  well  as  in  aggregates.  The  affairs  of 
the  society  are  shown  to  be  in  admirable 
shape,  and  the  integrity  and  ability  of  the 
management  are  demonstrated  by  every  test 
of  expert  talent  as  well  as  by  results.  This 
official  examination  was  not  needed,  of  course, 
but  in  asking  for  it  President  Hyde  of  the 
Equitable  gave  recognition  of  the  rights  of 
policyholders.  These  rights  and  the  interests 
of  life  insurance  are  identical. 

The  Equitable's  Pacific  Coast  department 
is  now  in  charge  of  Geo.  H.  Ripley,  who  re- 
cently came  from  New  York,  where  he  had 
been  prominently  connected  with  life  insur- 
ance as  manager. 


iuess  in  the  state  of  'Washington,  under  the 
laws  effective  March  ig  last,  up  to  and  includ- 
ing June  30.  The  list  shows  123  companies, 
the  legal  representatives  of  which  are  located 
as  follows:  Seattle  46,  Tacoma  36,  Olympia 
34,  Spokane  4,  "Walla  'Walla  2,  V'ancouver  i. 
The  list  is  required  by  law  to  be  furnished  to 
county  clerks  within  the  state  for  public  in- 
spection. 

He  Reads  No  Insurance  Papers. 

The  morning  after  the  recent  fire  in  Sc'hem- 
rael  &  Pfister's  music  store  (says  the  News 
of  San  Jose),  an  Insurance  agent  told  Mr. 
Schemmel  not  to  touch  any  of  the  goods,  or 
attempt  to  remove  them  from  the  water  until 
the  adjusters  had  inspected  the  premises. 
This  advice  was  not  heeded,  however,  for  Mr. 
Schemmel  had  several  pianos,  which  were 
standing  in  water,  removed  to  a  place  of 
safety.  The  advice  of  this  insurance  agent 
caused  much  indignation  among  the  other 
insurance  men,  and  a  prominent  agent  in 
speaking  of  the  matter  said  : 

■'I  was  asked  by  the  San  Francisco  insur- 
ance office  by  telephone  'who  was  the  man 
who  had  given  such  advice.'  I  replied  that  I 
must  decline  to  answer;  that  I  was  too  much 
mortified  to  admit  that  there  was  an  insur- 
ance man  in  this  city  who  knew  so  little 
about  his  business,  as  to  advise  against  any 
work  after  a  fire  which  would  lessen  the 
damage.  In  fii'es  where  the  damage  is  par- 
tially due  to  water,  the  goods  or  the  water 
should  be  removed  at  once,  in  order  to  save  as 
much  of  the  stock  as  possible.  Fortunately, 
in  this  case,  Mr.  Schemmel  knew  more  about 
the  insurance  business  than  the  alleged  agent, 
and  several  pianos  were  moved  out  of  the 
wet." 


Royal  Fraternal  Protectors. 

President— Whiit's  this  item  in  our  statement  of 
assets — ninety-tive  thousand  dollars  and  twenty- 
seven  cents? 

Cashier— Yes,  sir.  1  thought  those  odd  cents 
would  look  mighty  well. 

President— Well,  they  would  look  better  if  the 
item  wasn't  -'gold  coin  on  hand."— Exchange. 


Doixo  BfsiNESS  IN  'Wasuint.tox.— The  sec- 
retary of  state  has  certified  to  the  list  of  in- 
surance companies  authorized  to  transact  bus- 


RoYAr,  Exchange  Assurance  Corporation.— 
For  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  years  this 
company  has  been  in  operation,  and  duriUK  the 
whole  of  that  period  it  has  had  a  very  liigh  reputa- 
tion for  liberality  and  justness  in  its  dealings  with 
the  insuring  public.  The  records  of  the  comi^any 
are  full  of  historical  interest,  and  show  that  the 
Royal  Exchange  has  been  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful pioneers  in  the  insurance  tield.— Policyholder. 
Eng. 


304 


The  Coast  %EyiEW. 


Manager  Cofran  Goes  to  Chicago. 

John  W.  G.  Cofran,  of  the  firm  of  Belden  & 
Cofran,  managers  of  the  Coast  department  of 
the  Hartford  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  has  been  appoint- 
ed assistant  general  agent  of  the^Western 
department  of  the  company,  which  has  its 
headquarters  in  Chicago.  Mr.  Cofran  takes 
the  place  of  P.  P.  Hey  wood,  who  succeeds  the 
late  Geo.  F.  Bissell  as  manager  of  the  West- 
ern department. 

Mr.  Cofran  is  well  known  to  Coast  Review 
teaders.  He  began  his  insurance  career  in 
San  Francisco  in  1874,  as  a  clerk  in  the  office 
of  the  Commercial  Insurance  Co.,  at  the  age 
of  ig  Five  years  later  he  was  appointed 
special  agent  for  the  company  for  Oregon, 
Washington  and  Idaho.  In  1881  the  Hartford 
Fire  employed  him  in  the  same  capacity  in 
the  same  field.  On  the  death  of  Manager 
-  Flint,  in  1886,  Mr.  Cofran  &  Mr.  Belden  were 
appointed  managers  of  the  company  for  this 
territory. 

President  Chase,  in  a  circular  notice  of  the 
reoi-ganizatiou  of  the  Western  department, 
pays  Mr.  Cofran  a  handsome  and  well  de- 
served compliment. 

Mr.  Cofran  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  Coast  fire  underwriting,  as  special  and 
as  manager,  for  many  yearj,  and  he  has  a 
large  circle  of  warm  personal  and  business 
friends  who  regret  his  departure  while  con- 
gratulating him  on  his  advancement. 

The  Coast  Review  congratulates  Mr.  Cofran 
on  his  promotion.  Chicago  is  the  center  of  a 
magnificent  underwriting  field,  and  there  are 
bi-illiant  possibilities  for  capable  and  ener- 
getic underwriters  like  Mr.  Cofran. 


Magdeburg  Fire  Insurance  Company. 

This  is  the  jubilee  year  of  this  great  Ger- 
man fire  insurance  company.  It  was  organ- 
ized fifty  years  ago,  and  it  now  has  $7,385,113 
assets.  In  a  half  a  century  the  Magdeburg 
Fire  has  received  $140,150,320  in  premiums 
and  paid  out  $96,350,924  in  losses. 

Last  year's  figures  (January  i,  1895,  state- 
ment) indicate  an  exceedingly  prosperous 
year,  with  an  income  over  a  million  in  excess 
of  losses  and  expenses.  A  million  and  a  half 
was  added  to  the  assets,  and  the  net  surplus 
increased  nearly  .$400,000.  The  premium  in- 
come increased  $575,000. 

The  Magdeburg  is  in  supei'b  condition.  Its 
business  is  increasing.  It  pays  handsome  div- 
idends. It  has  $3,750,000  guaranteed  capital. 
Its  cash  assets  are  nearly  six  millions.  Its 
sui-plus  over  liabilities  and  capital  is  over  a 
million  and  a  half.     Its  surplus  as  regards  pol- 


icyholders is  in  round  numbers  two  million 
three  hundred  thousand.  Its  fire  premium 
income  is  rapidly  approaching  five  millions 
annually. 

In  this  field,  where  the  company  is  repre- 
sented by  Gutte  4&  Frank,  the  Magdeburg  has 
a  special  dejxisit  of  $250,000  (market  value 
$282,500)  in  United  States  bonds,  for  the  pi-o- 
tection  of  Pacific  Coast  policyholders. 


The  Ball  Nozzle  Scores  Another  Success. 

After  repeated  tests  of  the  famous  ball  noz- 
zle, manufactured  by  the  American  Ball  Noz- 
zle Company,  of  837  Broadway,  New  Yoi'k, 
the  fire  commissioners  of  New  York  city  have 
adopted  it.  This  action  is  an  endorsement  of 
the  claims  of  the  manufacturers,  and  it  will 
carry  great  weight  in  their  consideration  of 
these  claims  by  the  fire  commissioners  of  other 
cities. 

The  ball  nozzle  tests  in  New  York  cover 
several  months  and  a  variety  of  fires,  and 
Chief  Bonner  says  he  is  satisfied,  that  the 
value  of  the  new  ball  nozzle  has  been  demon- 
strated beyond  question.  Clarendon  hall,  the 
chief  reports,  was  saved  from  destruction  by 
the  timely  use  of  the  ball  nozzle.  Entrance 
was  impossible  with  a'  straight  stream,  the 
flames  being  too  powerful ;  but  when  the  ball 
nozzle  was  brought  into  play,  Avith  its  spray, 
the  fireman  made  instant  entrance,  and  in  a 
few  moments  brought  the  fire  into  subiection. 

The  ball  nozzle  does  away  with  the  "back 
pressure"  which  results  from  the  use  of  the 
tapering  nozzle.  To  control  the  tapering  noz- 
zle, at  a  fire,  two  or  more  firemen  are  re- 
quired ;  but  with  the  ball  nozzle  a  single  fire- 
man is  sufficient.  He  can  walk  with  safety  in 
the  very  face  of  the  flames.  The  water  is 
thrown  forward  in  the  .shape  of  a  huge  cone 
which  drives  the  .smoke  back,  and  enables  the 
fireman  to  go  as  near  to  the  flames  as  the 
heat  will  allow.  Water  rained  on  a  fire  in 
this  way  has  great  extinguishing  power. 

The  American  Ball  Nozzle  Co.  has  a  Pacific 
Coast  branch  at  325  .Sutter  street,  San  Fran- 
cisco, where  the  reader  can  examine  this  re- 
markable invention. 


BoiLEU  Explosions.— There  were  362  steam- 
boiler  explosions  in  the  United  States  last  year: 
and  331  persons  were  killed  ancl  472  were  injured 
thereby.  The  increase  over  1S93  record  was  10  per 
cent. 


"  Tii/iim  te  Kislam."  the  motto  of  the  Royal,  was 
aptly  chosen.  By  the  words  it  said,  "I  will  place 
thee  in  s;ifety,"  and,  iieting  up  to  its  motto,  it  h:is 
clone  so.— London  Spectator. 
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Suggestions  as  to  the  Present  Situation. 

The  i>riispCL't.s  of  an  oi'^'';iuizalion  nf  any  kind 
among  Coast  fire  underwriters  are  not  good, 
and  as  the  prospects  may  not  be  better,  and 
may  be  woi'se,  it  is  possible  that  the  present 
is  the  best  time  to  begin  to  organize  by  form- 
ing the  nUL'leus  of  an  organization  on  new  and 
liberal  lines.  It  is  generally  recognized,  we 
believe,  that  the  days  of  the  Pacific  Insurance 
Union  or  any  similar  compact  ai'e  over.  The 
business  itself,  as  well  as  the  conditions  of 
successful  business,  on  the  Coast,  have  out- 
grown the  old  compact.  There  can  never 
again,  we  believe,  be  an  organization  which 
will  regulate  in  San  Francisco  all  the  details 
and  machinery  of  fire  underwriting  for  the 
entire  Coast.  It  is  suggested,  however,  that 
a  union  can  be  formed  which  will  agree  on 
essentials  and  will  have  both  an  advisory  and 
a  veto  power. 

The  rupture  of  the  old  union,  the  unsatis- 
factory outcome  of  the  new  board,  the  war 
of  rates,  the  manifest  indisposition  to  "patch 
up"  a  ijeace,  are  all  in  evidence  that  a  new 
compact  must  be  based  on  thorough  equality, 
on  unbending  honesty,  and  on  entire  good 
faith.  But,  unfortunately,  this  evidence  has 
not  deeply  impressed  several  managers,  if  we 
may  judge  from  their  long-term  excessive 
co.mmissiou  contracts.  They  seem  to  be  mak- 
ing such  unfair  contracts  on  the  assumption 
that  the  new  compact  will  recognize  or  toler- 
ate them  hs  the  old  compact  did.  These  man- 
agers assume  too  much,- we  are  sure.  Until 
such  contracts  are  re-called  there  can  be  no 
general  compact. 

Kate-cutting  in  California  should  be  stopped 
immediately.  It  has  been  continued  long 
enough  to  redistribute  business  in  some  equi- 
table measure,  and  to  administer  in  a  whole- 
some degree  any  contemplated  "lesson." 
Further  rate-cutting  is  suicidal.  Nobody  will 
be  benefited — everybody  will  be  injured.  To 
discontinue  rate-cutting  does  not  necessitate 
uniform  ratings.  But  rates  should  be  based 
on  cost,  as  in  any  business  conducted  by  sane 
men;  and  such  rates  should  be  adhered 
to  with  some  degree  of  consistency. 

To  sell  goods  below  cost  for  any  length  of 
time,  even  to  meet  competition,  must  be  ac- 
cepted as  convicting  evidence  of  incompe- 
tency. Indeed,  it  is  intimated  that  the  home 
offices  are  already  drawing  unfavorable  com- 
parisons between  the  local  agents  in  the 
Northwest  and  the  general  agents  in  San 
FrancLsco;  and  it  is  really  to  be  feared  that 
if  a  union  of  some  kind  is  not  formed  soon, 
there  may  be  a  division  of  the  Coast  field. 


Probably  no  general  compact  can  be  organ- 
ized now,  but  a  limited  compact  is  not  only 
ixissible,  but  imperative.  Let  a  number  of  the 
managers  get  together  and  agree  on  a  few  car- 
dinal points,  such  as  maximum  deductions  on 
business  property  and  special  hazards  in  San 
Francisco,  Oakland.  Los  Angeles  and  other 
protected  towns,  and  in  partly  protected  towns, 
and  also  on  unprotected  risks.  Let  them  fix 
commissions,  and  agree  to  stand  by  and  sup- 
port each  other.  Such  a  compact  might  easily 
form  a  nucleus  for  a  general  reunion,  and 
thereby  be  the  saving  factor.  For  the  present 
the  thought  of  unanimous  action  cannot  be 
entertained ;  but  such  limited  action  as  we 
have  suggested  is  not  only  possible,  but  actu- 
ally exists,  as  we  are  informed,  between  offices. 
Why  shouldn't  these  "by  twains"  unite  in 
fours  or  eights,  and  draw  into  their  compact 
all  in  whom  they  place  full  confidence?  We 
are  informed  that  they  have  their  own  rates 
and  rules,  and  are  living  up  to  them  faithfully. 
There  are  others  who  would  do  likewise,  and 
as  a  whole  form  an  influential  union  which 
would  place  the  business  on  a  respectable  and 
satisfactory  basis. 

The  General  of  Austria. 
The  General  Insurance  Company  of  Trieste. 
Austria,  has  been  authorized  to  transact  busi- 
ness in  California.  The  General  is  an  old  and 
highly  respected  Austriar  company  and  is  mod- 
erately wealthy.  It  has  assets  of  about  twen- 
ty-three millions  of  U.  S.  dollars  and  a  hand- 
some net  surplus.  It  does  fire,  marine  and  life 
business.  In  this  state  it  will  at  present  only 
do  a  marine  business.  Messrs.  Okell,  Donnell 
&  Co.  are  to  be  congratulated  on  being  selected 
to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  General  in  this 
field.  

Northern  Assurance  Company. 

The  total  fire  figures  of  this  great  London 
company,  as  printed  in  the  Coast  Review  In- 
surance Chart,  show  very  large  gains  in  as- 
sets and  surplus  last  year.  Figures  like  these 
need  no  gilding  with  golden  words :  Grass 
fire  assets, -$8,712,386;  net  surplus,  §4,638, 195; 
surplus  to  policyholders,  S6, 138, 195.  Of  its 
§3,508, 117  premium  income,  the  United  States 
branch  furnishes  over  a  third.  The  branch 
has  Si, 691,219  assets  invested  for  the  special 
protection  of  American  policyholders.  Of 
these  assets,  nearly  §500,000  is  surplus.  The 
total  assets  of  the  Northern,  including  the 
life  department,  aggregate  -§23.350,000.  The 
Pacific  Coast  department,  in  charge  of  Geo. 
F.  Grant,  does  a  large  and  jjrofitable  business. 
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The  Cyclery  Hazard. 
Some  years  ago  there  was  a  roller-skating 
oraze,  and  i-inks  "sprang  up"  to  supply  the 
wants  of  people  afflicted  with  the  craze.  Roll- 
er-skating rinks  were  built  in  villages  as  well 
as  in  towns  and  cities.  The  business  was 
speedily  overdone,  and  soon  thereafter  the 
craze  began  to  subside.  Then  the  rinks  be- 
gan to  burn.  Skates  were  improved,  and 
renters  were  supplied  with  easy-running 
"ball-bearers,"  but  the  interest  in  the  sport 
could  not  be  maintained.  The  moral  hazard 
of  the  rink  risk  soon  became  .so  bad  that  it 
was  universally  prohibited. 

The  bicycle  fad  has  caused  the  construction 
of  an  immense  number  of  "cycleries."  In 
San  Francisco  they  can  be  counted  by  the 
dozen  in  a  single  locality.  Seemingly  they  all 
are  thriving  now,  but  thei-e  is  some  reason  to 
•fear  that  the  business  will  be  overdone,  and 
that  some  of  the  investors  will  lose  money. 
The  bicycle  craze  is  hardly  to  be  compared  to 
the  roller-skating  craze.  The  latter  lastime, 
restricted  to  a  small  area,  was  bound  to  lose 
its  charm  in  a  short  time;  but  "the  wheel" 
has  for  its  field  all  out-dooi-s.  The  bicycle 
"has  come  to  stay." 

A  few  years  ago  there  were  only  three  or 
four  bicycle  factories  in  the  United  States. 
To-day  there  are  probably  over  a  hundred. 
The  riders  are  numbered  by  the  hundreds  of 
thousands.  The  chain-geared  "safety"  and 
the  pneumatic  tire  have  wrought  this  mar- 
velous change.  The  possibilities  of  the  future 
in  this  direction  seem  unlimited.  New  fac- 
tories are  projected.  Carriages  as  well  as 
racing  sulkies  are  provided  with  pneumatic 
tires  and  ball-beai-iug  axles.  "Horseless 
carriages,"  propelled  by  vapor  engines  or 
electric  motors,  are  declared  to  be  a  success. 

We  venture,  however,  to  sound  a  note  of 
warning.  The  conditions  of  success  are  not 
Icnovvn,  because  the  business  is  still  an  ex- 
periment. New  improvements  make  old  stock 
unsaleable.  It  does  not  require  much  money 
nor  any  experience  to  establish  a  "cyclery" 
or  bicycle  stable,  for  the  renting  of  wheels; 
and  for  this  reason,  men  who  can  least 
afford  to  lose  the  money  will  invest  their  little 
capital  in  the  business. 


Philadeu'uia  has  just  had  a  half-milliou- 
dollar  fire.  The  firemen  were  badly  handi- 
capped by  a  poor  water  supply,  but  the  East- 
ern insurance  press  will  coo  very  geutly  over 
this  deficiency.     Philadelphia  is  in  the  East. 


The  Fkaker  life  insui-ance  case  has  been 
settled.  The  United  States  courts  have  de- 
cided that  he  (or  she),  Praker,  who  so  mys- 
teriously disappeared,  by  falling  into  a  river, 
it  is  said,  is  legally  dead.  The  insurance 
companies  have  accordingly  paid  up,  and  thus 
ended  another  famous  case. 


Retired  or  Ceased  Writing  Since  Jannary. 

Coanf  P/rm/uwx,  js!)4 
Agricultural,  Watertown,  N.  Y $  31,439 

Reinsured  in  Lancashire. 
American,  New  York 47,837 

Reinsured  in  Phenix,  Brooklyn. 
Delaware,  Philadelphia 47,Sio 

Reinsured  in  St.  Paul. 

Firemen's,  Newark i.jj, 

Girard,  Philadelphia 13,905 

Reinsured  in  Lancashire. 

Glens  Falls,  Glens  Falls,  N.  Y 11,003 

Mutual,  New  York 32,599 

Merchants.  Newark,  N.  J 29,212 

Niagara 79,^45 

Reinsured  in  Hamburg-Bremen. 
Northwestern,  Portland '.   .   . 

Reinsured  in  Fircmans  Fund. 
Sun,  San  Francisco !   .    i5o,iS3 

Reinsured  in  Firemans  Fund. 

Traders,  Chicago 38,621 

Teutonia 20,771 

Reinsured  in  Lancashire. 
United  States,  New  York,  N.  Y. 15,408 


New  Yokk  Conspiracy.  —  Max  Glueclan.an's 
confession  is  worth  recording.  Seyeral  so-called 
"independent"  or  policyholders'  adjusters  entered 
into  a  conspiracy  with  a  gang  of  incendiaries.  Sam. 
Milch  and  Geo.  W.  Holt,  "employed  by  reputable 
companies,"  were  also  implicated.  The  names  of 
well-known  business  -men  were  also  involved. 
Glueckman  says  that  in  one  case  he  was  paid 
$1,000,  and  other  "independent"  adjusters  were 
paid  like  sums  by  the  (oTer)  insured.  Several  years 
ago  the  existence  of  a  similar  conspiracy  was  dem- 
onstrated by  the  warnings  of  a  "bureau,"  the  sub- 
scribers to  which  paid  large  sums  for  its  valuable 
"information."  The  "bureau"  was  the  enterprise 
of  "people's"  adjusters. 


An  English  court  found  the  Review  of  London 
guilty  of  libeling  the  Yorkshire  Provident  com- 
pany, not  in  asserting  that  it  was  insolvent,  but  in 
intimating  that  the  management  was  dishonest. 
The  defendant  was  not  permitted  to  prove  that  the 
plaintia  weakling  was  insolvent,  though  such  proof 
would  have  implied  the  dishonesty  of  the  managers 
in  accepting  business  for  an  insolvent  company. 
The  court  was  severe  with  defendant.  The  law,  we 
supijose,  is  at  fault.  A  famous  English  judge  once 
said,  if  our  memory  is  not  at  fault,  the  greater  the 
truth  the  greater  the  libel.  The  Yorkshire  Provi- 
dent has  put  itself  in  a  hole  by  accepting  this  judg- 
ment on  a  legal  technicality,  without  demanding  or 
offering  an  examination  of  its  affairs.  The  natural 
inference  is  not  creditable  to  the  company. 
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Manager  Belden  and  Assistant  Manager  Palache. 

Henry  K,  Beldoii  siu't-eeds  the  tiriii  of  Bel- 
deu  &  Cofrau  as  manager  of  the  Pacific  de- 
partment of  the  Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Co. 
Whitney  Palache,  for  the  past  five  years  a 
special  agent  in  the  service  of  the  company, 
has  been  appointed  assistant  manager. 

With  both  these  gentlemen  the  readers  of 
the  Coast  Review  are  pretty  well  acquainted. 
Mr.  Belden  has  been  one  of  the  managers  of 
the  Pacific  department  since  May,  1886,  and 
previous  to  that  time  he  was  city  agent, 
special  agent  and  adjuster.  Mr.  Belden  came 
to  California  in  1870  with  P.  P.  Heywood,  now 
manager  of  the  Western  department.  Mr. 
Heywood  planted  the  Hartford  Fire  agency  iu 
this  field,  under  the  firm  name  of  Heywood  & 
Flint.  Mr.  Belden  began  field  work  immedi- 
ately, and  as  speciaj  and  associate  manager 
has  made  himself  fully  acquainted  with  the 
business  in  this  field  and  the  wants  and  needs 
of  the  local  agent. 

Mr.  Palache,  the  new  assistant  manager, 
was  formerly  employed  as  special  agent  for 
■  the  Union  of  San  Francisco,  but  during  the 
last  five  years  he  has  been  in  the  service  of 
the  Hartford  Fire,  in  the  same  capacity.  As 
President  Chase  says,  Mr.  Palache  "is  emi- 
nently well  qualified  to  assume  the  duties  of 
the  new  position  to  which  he  has  been  ap- 
pointed." Mr.  Belden  as  manager  and  Mr. 
Palache  as  assistant  manager  will  be  a  strong 
team. 

Thomas  J.  Conroy  succeeds  Mr.  Palache  as 
special  agent  for  the  Hartford  Fire  in  the 
Northwest,  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho  and 
Montana.  When  Alfred  Stillman  was  Coast 
manager  for  the  Manhattan  Fire  and  the 
Mercantile  of  Cleveland,  in  1879,  Mr.  Conroy 
entered  his  service.  Thence  he  went  to  the 
Firemans  Fund  office.  When  the  Portland 
compact  was  organized  he  became  deputy 
manager  under  Mr.  Stillman,  and  in  18S4  he 
became  manager.  In  May,  1885,  after  service 
with  Balfour,  Guthrie  &  Co.  as  special,  he  be- 
came assistant  manager  of  the  Pacific  Insur- 
ance Union,  and  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
northern  field. 


insured  was  a  pensioner  because  of  those  dis- 
eases, but  the  Washington  district  court  re- 
fused to  admit  the  pension  evidence.  The 
case  is  now  before  the  United  States  circuit 
court  of  appeals,  on  the  ground  of  alleged  error 
of  lower  court  in  making  such  ruling. 


The  widow  of  a  veteran  who  was  on  the 
government  pension  roll  is  now  suing  an  in- 
sui'ance  company  for  the  insurance  on  her  late 
husband's  life.  Witnesses  for  the  defense 
swear  that  the  insured  was  afflicted  with 
chronic  diseases  of  a  dangerous  character 
when  he  swore,  as  an  applicant,  that  he  was 
in  sound  health.  The  government  pension 
roll  was  offered  iu  evidence,  to  show  that  the 


Examination  of   the  Equitable    Life    Assurance 
Society. 

Report  of  Supt.  Pierce  of  the  New  York  In- 
surance Department  ~  The  Society  Ex- 
amined BY  Request  of  President  Hyde— 
The  Examin.ition  was  ■' Searching  and  Ex- 
haustive "  ~  "  Ai,l  THE  Affairs  are  in  a 
Sound  and  Prosperous  Condition." 

State  of  New  York, 

Insurance  Department, 

Albany,  July  gth,  1895. 

In  virture  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  the 
undersigned,  the  superintendent  of  insurance 
of  the  state  of  New  York,  an  examination  was 
ordered  at  the  beginning  of  last  year  of  the 
financial  condition  and  general  affairs  of  the 
Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society  of  the 
United  States,  an  organization  incorporated 
under  the  laws  of  this  state. 

In  making  my  official  report  of  the  examina- 
tion of  the  assets,  liabilities  and  general  man- 
agement of  this  company,  it  is  proper  as  well 
as  necessary  to  refer  at  the  very  outset  to 
the  services  performed  by  my  late  deputy, 
Mr.  Michael  Shannon,  who  died  on  the  first 
day  of  February,  1895,  after  a  very  brief  ill- 
ness. 

When  the  request  came  from  the  president 
of  the  Equitable  Company,  who  asked  for  an 
examination  of  its  affairs  and  stated  to  me 
that  he  desired  a  rigid  and  searching  investi- 
gation made  into  all  departments  of  the  com- 
pany, and  that  values  should  be  stated  on  the 
most  conservative  basis,  I  place  the  examina- 
tion (under  my  direction)  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Shannon,  knowing  that  his  experience,  abil- 
ity and  integrity  eminently  qualified  him  for 
the  task.  Had  Mr.  Shannon's  death  occurred 
at  an  earlier  date  I  should  have  been  put  to 
great  trouble  and  expense  to  traverse  again 
a  part  of  the  same  ground  over  which  he  had 
so  thoroughly  gone.  Fortunately  he  was 
spared  to  complete  a  great  part  of  his  long  and 
arduous  work.  The  services  of  the  various 
assistants  assigned  to  the  respective  depart- 
ments by  Mr.  Shannon  have  contiuued  to  be 
performed  since  his  death,  but  my  report  has 
necessarily  been  delayed  beyond  the  time 
originally  set  for  its  completion. 
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It  wilt  appear  from  what  follows  that  the 
examination  has  been  of  the  most  searching' 
and  exhaustive  character. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  state  that  the  officers 
and  directors  of  the  Equitable  have  given 
every  facility  to  the  department  during  the 
progress  of  the  examination.  The  books, 
archives  and  persons  employed  by  the  Equit- 
able were  placed  at  the  absolute  disposition 
of  the  superintendent. 

The  securities  owned  and  held  as  collateral 
by  the  Equitable  were  examined  and  counted 
at  the  close  of  the  business  for  the  year  1894. 
The  cheque  books  of  the  company  were  -ex- 
amined with  the  same  scrutiny  and  the  pay- 
ment for  stocks,  bonds  and  other  investments 
traced  to  their  source.  The  cash  was  bal- 
anced and  verified  on  December  31st,  1894. 
The  same  diligence  and  exacting  care  was  ap- 
plied to  all  the  categories  of  assets,  including 
real  estate  owned,  loans  on  bond  and  mortg- 
age, ledger  balances,  accrued  income  from  in- 
terest and  i-ents,  deferred  pi'emiums,  uncol- 
lected premiums  and  every  other  item. 

I  propose  to  dwell  more  particularly  here- 
after on  the  measures  taken  by  rae  to  satisfy 
myself  in  regai'd  to  the  values  of  real  estate 
and  mortgage  investments.  This  portion  of 
the  examination  was  committed  to  the  honoi-- 
able  Michael  Coleman,  an  authority  in  this 
regard  second  to  none.  He  has  been  con- 
stantly in  consultation  with  Mr.  Shannon  and 
myself,  and  his  views,  conservative  and 
cautious  as  they  always  are,  have  had  due 
weight  with  me  in  arriving  at  my  conclu- 
sions. 

.^CTt'AKT'S    DEPAKTMEXT. 

A  careful  examination  has  been  made  of  the 
actuary's  department,  including  the  calcula- 
tion of  the  reserves  upon  an  aggregate  of  over 
nine  hundred  millions  of  dollars  ($900,000,000) 
of  outstanding  business,  the  checking  off  of 
unpaid  policies,  deferred  premiums,  unre- 
ported premiums,  overdue  and  accrued  inter- 
est and  rents,  death  claims  and  endowments 
unpaid,  dividends  due  and  unpaid,  and  all 
other  assets  and  liabilities  not  in  the  form  of 
definite  investments.  The  lists  of  outstand- 
ing policies,  as  recorded  in  the  books  of  the 
society,  have  been  compared  with  the  regis- 
ters of  the  insurance  department  covering 
the  same  items.  This  portion  of  the  investi- 
gation has  been  performed  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  John  S.  Patersou,  actuary  of  the  in- 
surance department,  with  the  co-operation  of 
Mr.  D.  H.  Keefer  and  his  assistants.  The 
valuation  of  the  liabilities  of  the  company  has 
been  made  in  the  most  careful  way,  nothing 


being  taken  for  granted  and  absolutely  inde- 
pendent computations  being  made  in  every 
case.  The  valuations  of  stock  and  bonds 
owned  or  pledged  were  made  at  the  ruling 
mai-ket  rates  on  December  31st,  1894.  The 
deposits  in  the  various  banks  and  trust  com- 
panies have  been  verified  by  the  department. 

AfiEXCV    DEPAKTMEXT. 

The  agency  department  of  the  company  was 
made  the  subject  of  especial  examination,  and 
it  gives  me  pleasure  to  commend  the  methods 
employed  by  the  officers  and  agency  com- 
mittee which  have  resulted  in  reducing  the 
cost  of  procuring  and  collecting  its  business 
to  the  very  lowest  point  compatible  with  effi- 
ciency under  existing  conditions.  I  find  that 
it  is  the  universal  system  of  the  Equitable  to 
pay  no  salaries  to  agents,  but  to  make  each 
one  bear  all  the  expenses  of  his  agency  of 
every  kind  and  to  pay  him  solely  in  proportion 
to  the  money  actually  paid  to  the  company 
through  his  instrumentality. 

EXAMIXATIOX    OF    TITLES. 

I  have  caused  the  titles  of  the  real  estate 
owned  by  and  mortgaged  to  the  Equitable 
from  the  time  when  the  last  examination  was 
made  by  the  insurance  department  to  be  care- 
fully re-examined  by  the  honorable  James  C. 
Spencer,  ex-judge  of  the  superior  court  of 
New  York,  as  to  whose  legal  ability  and 
faithful  watchfulness  I  desire  here  to  record 
my  high  appreciation.  His  report  is  appended 
hereto  and  made  a  part  of  my  own.  Judge 
Spencer  has  written  to  each  borrower,  stat- 
ing the  amount  of  his  mortgage,  as  written  in 
the  instrument  itself,  asking  him  if  the  same 
is  correct,  and  the  answers  received  from  the 
borrowers  (together  with  other  evidence) 
have  satisfied  me  of  the  accuracy  of  the  rec- 
ords of  the  company. 

MEDIIAI.    IIEPAUTMEXT. 

I  have  caused  the  most  exhaustive  examina- 
tion to  be  made  of  the  medical  department 
and  of  all  the  methods  in  use  for  the  exclusion 
of  undesirable  risks,  the  appointment  and 
regulation  of  medical  examiners,  and  all  the 
details  connected  with  that  service  and  the 
inspection  of  risks.  The  result  is  most  satis- 
factory and  it  would  be  an  act  of  injustice  to 
withhold  my  approval  of  the  whole,  which 
seems  to  be  hardly  susceptible  of  improve- 
ment. Dr.  Donald  McL.  Barstow,  to  whom 
this  investigation  was  committed,  has  spent 
much  time  and  given  great  attention  to  the 
matter  in  his  hands,  and  his  performance  of 
his  dutv  has  been  most  commendable.     I  here- 
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to  append  his  repoi-t,  which  is  made  a  part   of 
my  own. 

KE-VL   ESTATE    DEPAKTMEXT. 

The  honorable  Michael  Coleman  has  had  in 
his  charge  one  of  the  most  important  branches 
of  the  company's  affairs,  that  of  the  real  es- 
tate owned  by  and  mortgag-ed  to  the  Equit- 
able. I  hereto  annex  his  report  and  make  it 
part  of  my  own.  His  appraisements  have 
been  made  only  after  personal  survey  of  the 
properties  here  and  satlsfactorj-  evidence  of 
those  in  foreign  countries  and  remote  locali- 
ties. I  am  satisfled  that  the  values  reached 
by  him  are  conservative.  It  is  pi'oper  to  say 
that  all  the  company's  real  estate  is  kept  in 
first-class  condition  and  well  rented. 

The  number  of  pieces  of  real  estate  exam- 
ined by  Mr.  Coleman  were  nine  hundred  and 
eighty  (980),  embracing  twelve  (12)  office 
buildings,  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  (i^) 
parcels  owned  by  the  company  and  eight  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  (814)  parcels  mortgaged  to 
the  company. 

I  am  entirely  satisfied  of  the  sufficiency  of 
the  means  employed  in  securing  these  valua- 
tions. 

FOKEIGX    BLILUIXiiS. 

The  valuation  of  foreign  buildings  has  been 
conducted  with  the  greatest  care.  They  con- 
sist of  property  in  fee  simple  in  Paris.  Berlin, 
Vienna.  Madrid ;  buildings  in  course  of  con- 
struction in  Melbourne  and  Sydney ;  and 
small  buildings  in  the  cities  of  Mexico  and 
Santiago  de  Chile. 

As  stated  by  Mr.  Coleman,  this  property 
has  been  acquired  by  expending  only  a  por- 
tion of  the  money  contributed  as  premiums 
by  the  policyholders  in  the  countries  in  which 
these  buildings  have  been  erected.  They 
have  been  an  important  factor  in  enabling  the 
Equitable  to  transact  a  business  of  great 
magnitude  in  those  countries,  and  have  to  a 
certain  extent  taken  the  place  (as  security  to 
the  respective  governments  for  policyholders) 
of  funds  which  the  company  would  otherwise 
have  been  obliged  to  invest  in  foreign  securi- 
ties for  lodgment  with  these  governments. 

FOKEIGX   BrsiXESS. 

I  have  caused  a  very  comprehensive  investi- 
gation to  be  made  of  the  foreign  business  of 
the  Equitable,  and  my  own  view,  after  a 
careful  survey  of  the  history  of  the  company's 
transactions  in  the  foreign  countries,  is  that 
they  have  been  of  substantial  benefit  to  the 
company  as  a  whole,  but  that  with  the  in- 
creasing exactions  of  the  foreign  governments, 
growing  out  of  the  successful  competitions  of 


American  companies  with  their  own  institu' 
tions,  difficulties  and  embarrassments  have 
so  multiplied  as  to  make  the  continuance  of 
active  operations  less  desirable  than  hitherto 
in  some  of  the  foreign  fields.  The  company's 
mortality  in  all  its  foreign  business  has  been 
satisfactory.  The  tabulated  "mortality  ex- 
perience" of  the  company  which  has  been  ex- 
hibited to  me.  shows  that  up  to  the  time  when 
the  same  was  completed  the  percentage  of 
actual  loss  to  what  was  "expected"  by  the 
mortality  tables  (making  due  allowance  for 
extra  premiums  charged  in  the  tropics)  has 
been  as  favorable  in  the  total  foreign  business 
as  in  the  total  business  of  the  United  States. 
The  risks  in  force  with  the  Equitable  on 
December  .^ist.  1894.  in  the  various  countries 
of  the  world  (omitting  fractions  of  thousands) 
are  as  follows : 

1.  United  States £623,000.000 

2.  Canada 20,300.000 

3.  Spanish  North  America 33.000,000 

4.  Spanish  South  Amorica 50,000.000 

5.  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ....  35,000.000 

6.  Continental  Europe 108,000,000 

7.  Australia 20.500,000 

8.  Cape  Colony 8,000,000 

9.  other  countries 13.700,000 

Aggregating $^13,500,000 

In  the  course  of  my  examination  I  have  re- 
viewed the  methods  employed  in  the  appor- 
tionment of  dividends,  both  on  the  annual 
dividend  plan  and  what  is  known  as  the 
tontine  plan.  I  find  the  system  adopted  to  be 
based  upon  correct  principles  and  to  do  justice 
to  all  interested.  The  payment  of  losses  by 
death  and  matured  endowments  was  made  a 
subject  of  special  investigation  and  the  system 
in  use  found  altogether  satisfactory.  It  has 
been  the  practice  of  the  Equitable  to  pay  its 
claims  immediately  upon  presentation  of  ade- 
quate proofs,  and  all  exceptions  to  immediate 
payment  (which  are  very  few)  seem  to  be  for 
cause.  I  find  that  all  death  claims,  notice  of 
which  has  been  received  by  the  society, 
whether  proofs  have  been  .submitted  or  not, 
are  included  in  the  liabilities,  and  I  have 
caused  all  death  claims  and  endowments  un- 
paid to  be  carefully  checked  and  verified.  I 
have  given  very  particular  attention  to  the 
general  methods  employed  by  the  company, 
and  have  never  seen  what  would  appear  more 
effective  means  adopted  to  secure  accuracy 
and  prevent  fraud  and  mistake.  No  securities 
are  bought  and  no  loans  are  made  on  collateral 
except  by  order  of  the  finance  committee. 

In  short,  all  the  machinery  of  this  establish- 
ment is  subjected  to  a  system  of  checks  and 
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counter  checks  so  complete  and  so  many  times 
repeated  that  probable  loss  by  dishonesty  or 
neglifrence  seems  to  be  as  far  removed  as 
possible. 

The  result  of  the  examination  of  tlie  Equita- 
ble Life  Assurance  Society,  after  re-adjusting 
values  and  omitted  items  of  assets  not  ad- 
mitted under  the  rules  of  this  department,  is 
shown  in  the  following;  condensed  Ijalance 
sheet,  which  has  been  verified  in  every  detail 
and  is  certified  by  me  to  be  correct. 

ASSETS. 

Bonds  and  mortjfages .$26,312,841  16 

Real  estate,  including  the  Equitable 
building  and  purchases  under  fore- 
closure of  mortgages  .......     37,913,24827 

United  States    stocks,   state    stocks, 

city  stocks  and  other  investments    93,256,373  37 
Loans  secured  by  bonds,  stocks  and 

other  securities 6,56^,577  50 

"  Cash  deposited  in  banks  and  in  trust 

companies  at  interest 9-085,330  10 

Cash  in  company's  ofllce  and  in  course 
of  transmission  (since  received  and 

invested) 2,287,140  05 

Interest  and  rents  due  and  accrued    .  527,200  06 

Market  value  stocks  and  bonds  over 

book  values 2.466,104  63 

Premiums  due  and  unreported  $1,486,535 

Less  20  % 297.307 

1,189.22s  00 

Deferred  premiums     .   .       ,   .$2,501,895 

Less  20%      500.379 

2.001,516  00 

Assets  December  31st,  1894  .  .   .  $181,638,559  14 

I,IABILITIE.S. 

Reserve  on  all  existing  policies  calcu- 
lated on  a  4  %  standard,  and  all 
other  liabilities $147,563,241  21 

Undivided  surplus,  4  %  standard     .   .     34,075,31793 

The  management  that  organized  the  com- 
pany in  1859  has  continued  until  the  present 
time. 

The  assets  at  the  end  of  18.59  were   .   .  $      117,102  00 
The  assets  by  the  present  report  are  .    181,638,559  14 
The  surplus  at  the  end  of  1859  (esti- 
mated) was 91.829  00 

The  surplus  by  the  present  report  is  ,  34,075,317  93 
The  amount  of  insurance  in  force  on 

the  books  of  the  company  is    .   .   .    913,556,733  00 
The  total  income  for  one  year  is   ,   ,   .     43,669,72651 

These  results  spealc  for  themselves  and 
show  the  skill  and  unremitting  labor  which 
has  been  devoted  to  the  conduct  of  the  Equit- 
able Life  Assurance  Society  during  the  last 
thirty-five  years. 

It  affords  me  profound  satisfaction  to  find 
that  all  the  affairs  of  tliis  vast  insurance  cor- 
poration are  in  a  sound  and  prosperous  condi- 
tion. The  policyholders  of  the  Equitable  may 
be  satisfied  that  their  interests  are  guarded 


by  conscientious  and  skilled  oBicers  and  direc- 
tors, whose  integrity  is  a  guarantee  of  fidelity 
and  whose  long  experience  qualifies  them  to 
conduct  the  business  in  a  manner  best  calcu- 
lated to  conserve  the  true  interests  of  the 
policyholders. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereto  set  my 
liand,  and  caused  the  ofticial  seal  of  the  insur- 
ance department  to  be  aftixed. 

Done  at  city  of  Albany  in  the  State  of  New 
York  and  United  States  of  America,  this  nintli 
day  of  July,  1895. 

[l,s.]  James  F.  Piekck. 

Superintendent  of  Insurance, 

Preferred  Accident  Ins.  Co. 

Secretary  Atwood  of  this  New  York  com- 
pany has  a  genius  for  accident  insurance.  He 
is  the  author  of  a  number  of  new  policies, 
several  of  which  have  been  adopted  by  other 
coiiipanies.  His  combination  contract  has 
proved  immensely  popular,  and  nearly  every 
company  now  offers  a  similar  contract.  One 
Imitator,  which  adopted  it  after  ridiculing  it, 
now  confesses  that  the  combination  policy  has 
increased  its  business  in  old  agencies  and  been 
the  means  of  establishing  and  maintaining 
new  agencies. 

The  Preferred  Accident  now  issues  a  com- 
bination tontine  policy,  the  premium  of  which 
is  $24  per  year  for  a  maximum  death  benefit 
of  $10,000  and  a  weekly  benefit  of  $50,  There 
is  indemnity  for  partial  as  well  as  for  total 
disability.  Persistent  members  share  in  a 
tontine  fund.  Double  benefits  are  paid  for 
injuries  happening  while  in  or  on  a  public  I'on- 
veyance  propelled  directly  or  indirectly  by 
steam.  This  is  proving  to  be  a  very  attract- 
ive policy;  indeed,  it  may  truly  be  said  to  be 
Preferred. 

On  January  i,  1895,  the  Preferred  Accident 
Insurance  Co.  had  $408,647  assets,  a  gain  of 
$64,000.  Its  premium  income  in  1894  was  $652,- 
549,  a  gain  of  $327,000.  The  cash  capital  is 
$100,000.  The  surplus  is  $203,101.  Insurance 
in  force,  $331,007,000,  These  are  the  figures 
of  the  annual  statement.  In  insurance  in 
force  the  Preferred  leads  all  accident  insur- 
ance companies  in  the  world. 

The  Preferred  Accident  has  a  Pacific  Coast 
department  in  the  Mills  Bldg,,  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, in  charge  of  E.  S.  Fowler,  On  page  6 
of  our  advertising  department  Manager  Fow- 
ler offers  renewal  contracts  to  good  men. 


Now  THAT  the  "new  woman"'  has  arrived 
there  is  more  than  ever  a  great  need  for  a 
personal  pronoun  in  the  English  language  ap- 
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pUcable  to  either  man  or  woman— meaninp: 
he  or  she,  him  or  her,  his  or  her,  just  as 
the  various  forms  of  "who"  do.  Our  usual 
premium,  an  elegant  steel  ensrraving  of  Wash- 
iu.eton.  in  the  upper  right  hand  corner,  is 
offered  to  the  lOL-al  agent,  him  or  her,  neologist- 
ically  inclined,  who  submits  the  best  coin 
from  his  or  her  word-mint. 


Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  of  the  Pacific. 

At  a  meeting  held  July  24  the  Board  of  Fire 
Underwriters  amended  its  constitution  by 
eliminating  all  articles  excepting  the  first 
and  the  second,  which  merely  define  the 
membership  and  declare  that  expenses  shall 
be  met  by  assessments. 

At  the  same  meeting  the  board  elected  a 
committee  of  seven,  to  hold  in  trust  the  prop- 
erty of  the  board  and  old  union,  and  to  collect 
assessments  and  liquidate  all  outstanding  lia- 
bilities of  board  and  union.  This  committee 
is  composed  as  follows :  Chas.  D.  Haven,  Geo. 
W.  Spencer,  W.  J.  Landers,  I.  Gutte,  H.  R. 
Mann,  Geo.  C.  Boardraan,  Robert  Dickson. 
•  The  board  in  its  present  form  is  merely  a 
skeleton  organization,  well  adapted  to  be 
clothed  with  a  new  constitution  satisfactory 
to  all.  We  ai'e  sorry  that  the  facts  compel  us 
to  add  that  there  is  no  probability  of  a  reor- 
ganization, in  the  near  future.  Personal  feel- 
ing runs  high,  and  there  are  signs  that  a 
number  of  the  combatants  have  not  j-et  "had 
enough"  of  this  fight. 


Helvetia  Swiss  Fire  Insnrance  Company. 

Larger  assets,  larger  net  surplus,  larger 
surplus  to  policyholders,  larger  premiums, 
larger  dividends,  and  reduced  expense  ratio. 
This  is  the  handsome  record  of  the  Helvetia 
Swiss  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  St.  Gall, 
Switzerland.  Nothing  better  can  be  said  of 
any  fire  office's  comparative  statement  of  the 
1894  business. 

The  Helvetia  is  the  great  Swiss  fii'e  office. 
An  American,  visiting  Switzerland,  says  there 
used  to  be  a  joke  in  that  oldest  republic,  that 
nobody  could  get  authority  to  build  a  dwell- 
ing unless  it  was  insured  in  the  Helvetia. 
This  little  ioke  testified  to  the  popularity  of 
the  company  at  home ;  and  this  ix)pular- 
ity  was  in  evidence  everywhere  in  the  shape 
of  a  house-plate  on  the  dwelling. 

The  Helvetia  does  an  exceedingly  profitable 
business  at  home  and  abroad.  Its  average  loss 
ratio  is  considerably  less  than  that  of  fire 
offices  generally.  We  note  in  the  Coast  Re- 
view,Chart  that  the  Helvetia  has  increased 
both  its  net  surplus  and   its  premium  income 


every  year  for  many.years  past.  Its  net  sur- 
plus is  the  very  handsome  sum  of  ^67,333. 
For  every  dollar  of  liabilities  the  Helvetia 
has  over  two-and-a-half  dollars  of  assets. 

Syz  &  Co.  are  the  well-known  representa- 
tives of  the  Helvetia  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 
With  an  annual  premium  income  in  excess  of 
■*ioo.ooo  the  Coast  department  has  incurred  an 
average  loss  ratio  of  only  45  per  cent,  in  the 
last  five  years. 

Syz  &  Co.  also  represent  the  Baloise  Fire,  a 
company  with  over  $400,000  net  surplus;  and 
the  Swiss  Marine  Ins.  Cos.  Combined,  which 
offer  flrst-class  marine  indemnity. 


Life  and  Casualty  Notes. 

The  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  has  ■■  punctured 
its  tire." 

The  People's  Mutual  Life  of  New  York  ex- 
pects to  begin  business  soon. 

The  Preferred  Accident  wrote  $148,000,000 
new  business  in  the  first  half  of  1895. 

The  industrial  policies  of  the  Metropolitan 
Life  are  now  incontestable  after  twoyeai's. 

In  our  legal  department  we  print  a  surety 
decision  this  month ;  also  several  life  and  acci- 
dent decisions. 

Schroeder  &  Herrick  of  Milwaukee  have 
been  appointed  Wisconsin  agents  for  the 
Pacific  Mutual. 

Floyd  J.  Hadley,  superintendent  of  the  acci- 
dent department  of  the  Fidelity  and  Casualty, 
died  a  few  days  ago. 

The  New  Orleans  agency  of  the  Equitable 
Life  heads  the  list  in  new  business  for  the 
society  thus  far  in  '95. 

The  Mutual  Reserve  has  again  increased  its 
rates.  Bets  are  in  order  as  to  the  approximate 
date  of  the  next  increase. 

It  is  the  almost  universal  mistake  of  assess- 
ment associations  to  promise  more  than  they 
can  perform.— California  Insurance  Commis- 
sioner. 

The  approving  report  of  the  New  York  in- 
surance department  on  the  Mutual  Life  will 
appear  in  full  in  the  September  Coast  Review. 
The  official  examination  required  eighteen 
months'  time. 

Several  insurance  departments  are  examin- 
ing the  affairs  of  the  Northwestern  Mutual 
Life.  Stating  the  case  another  way,  several 
state  departments'  examiners  are  verifying 
the  company's  figures. 
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The  Woi-ld  Mutual  Beaeflt  Association,  au- 
thorized to  fish  for  fools  in  California  pools, 
has  been  sued  in  San  Francist-o  by  J.  M.  Mello 
for  $i,ooo  insurance  on  the  life  of  his  deceased 
wife.     Will  he  get  it  if  he  gets  judgment; 

The  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Examiners 
met  in  Seattle,  Wash.,  recently.  The  next 
annual  meeting  will  be  held  in  Portland  next 
June.  A  resolution  In  favor  of  a  separate 
blank  for  the  medical  examiner  was  adopted 
unanimously. 

A  fifth  and  final  dividend  (total  26  per  cent. ) 
was  recently  paid  the  stockholders  of  the  Life 
Ins.  Co.  of  America,  of  St.  Louis.  This  in- 
stance will  not  adorn  the  tale  nor  point  the 
moral  of  the  man  who  declaims  against  the 
"enormous  profits"  in  life  insurance. 

The  Iron  Hall  (says  Insurance)  might  about 
as  well  have  remained  under  the  control  of 
Saint  Somerby,  as  Receiver  Failey  has  been 
trying  to  retire  for  life  on  .^gy.soo,  which  he 
demanded  for  less  that  three  years'  service. 
He  was  finally  awarded  $28,000,  or  at  the  rate 
of  $10,000  per  year.  A  more  generous  than 
righteous  award. 

One  hundi-ed  and  twenty-five  agents  were 
present  at  the  annual  mooting  of  the  North- 
western Mutual  Life  last  month,  at  the  home 
office  in  Milwaukee.  Favorable  reports  of  im- 
proved business  prospects  gave  enjoyable  zest 
to  the  proceedings.  The  trustees  were  re- 
elected, except  M.  Keenan,  who  was  succeded 
by  Geo.  C.  Markham. 

The  Life  Insurance  Clearing  Co.  of  St.  Paul, 
which  does  an  "under-average  "  business,  in- 
sured W.  S.Thompson,  ex-convict  and  notorious 
sailor  boai-ding-house  keeper  in  San  Francisco, 
and  three  months  later  he  died— of  pneumonia, 
the  doctor  said.  The  St.  Paul  company  now 
claims  that  Thompson  had  had  consumption 
for  three  years.  At  last  accounts  the  special 
agent  offered  $175  as  a  compromise,  and  met 
with  a  refusal. 

From  northern  California  comes  an  inquiry 
as  to  the  Mutual  Relief  of  Petaluma.  Our 
correspondent  writes :  "I have  been  a  member 
for  twenty  years,  and  now  I  cannot  get  any 
satisfactory  statement  from  the  managers. 
I  am  suspicious  of  its  stability."  The  mem- 
bership of  this  warmed-over  society  is  now 
reported  to  be  less  than  500.  The  insurance 
department  has  been  trying  to  close  up  the 
humbug,  or  make  it  comply  with  the  laws,  but 
the  courts  have  so  far  protected  it.  On  page 
296  we  print  an  article  ou  this  "  spoils  "-gath- 
ering weakling. 


George  N.  Carpenter,  one  of  the  "bright 
lights"  of  life  insurance,  died  last  month, 
aged  55.  For  many  years  he  had  been  mana- 
ger at  Boston  of  the  Massachusetts  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Co.  The  insurance  press  speaks 
in  the  highest  terms  of  the  deceased,  as  a  life 
underwriter,  as  an  association  worker,  as  a 
writer,  a  speaker  and  a  wit.  Col.  Carpenter 
was  a  veteran  of  the  civil  war. 

Another  case  of  substitution  has  been  liter- 
ally unearthed  in  New  York.  The  alleged 
body  of  the  insured  woman  was  exhumed  and 
found  to  be  not  that  of  the  woman  who  had 
passed  the  medical  examination  fort.v-six  days 
before  the  alleged  death.  These  attempts  to 
defraud  life  insurance  corporations  are  becom- 
ing altogether  too  common,  for  which  preju- 
diced and  sympathetic  juries  are  mainly  re- 
sponsible. 

President  Cleveland  has  been  "turned 
down"  by  a  medical  examiner,  according  to 
daily  newspaper  report.  His  application  is 
also  said  to  have  been  for  a  large  sum.  Phys- 
ically Mr.  Cleveland  is  not  a  fit  subject  for 
life  insurance,  as  everybody  knows.  He  is  a 
very  corpulent  man,  and  although  seemingly 
in  the  best  of  health  his  sudden  death  is  not 
improbable.  The  dullest  life  insurance  so- 
licitor would  expect  his  application  to  be  re- 
jected, unless  the  companj-  was  willing  to  pay 
the  policj'  as  the  price  of  an  advertisement. 
This  newspaper  yarn  does  not  seem  to  be 
wound  on  the  core  of  fact. 

Mrs.  Mary  Spivey  of  Montgomery,  Ala.,  is 
charged  with  poisoning  her  husband  for  his 
$7,000  insurance.  This  sort  of  thing  is  becom- 
ing monotonous.  Hayward,  Holmes  (and  the 
almost  forgotten  Holmon)  and  Hendershott, 
and  Meyers  and  Mudgett  and  Mrs.  Mary 
Ketteurings  of  Arkansas  (under  death  sen- 
tence) and  Mrs.  May  brick,  and  now  Mrs, 
Mary  of  Montgomery,  not  to  mention  Potter 
of  Michigan  and  Fraker  of  Missouri,  form  a 
long  list  of  attempted  life  insurance  frauds, 
either  recent  or  notorious.  As  long  as  juries 
are  ready  to  decide  against  corporations,  right 
or  wrong,  fraudulent  claims  will  be  trumped 
up,  and  murder  will  be  resorted  to  when  there 
seems  little  possibility  of  conviction. 

D.  H.  Wells,  of  Connecticut  Mutual,  in  U.  S. 
Review  :  "  The  gross  interest  earnings  of  the 
regular  life  companies  have  probably  avei-- 
aged,  for  the  period  of  ten  j'ears  past  taken  as 
a  whole,  not  far  from  5  per  cent,  annual  inter- 
est on  mean  assets;  but  with  a  decided  ten- 
dency to  a  decrease  in  the  rate  dui'ing  that 
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pei'ioJ.  which,  if  continued,  will  ma,ke  the 
avera^re  f^ioss  rate  for  the  next  teu  year 
period  nearer  4'^  per  cent,  than  5  per  cent. 
The  net  rate  is  and  must  continue  considera- 
bly lower  than  the  gross  rate."  B.  J.  Miller, 
of  Mutual  Benefit:  ^' I  think  that  4  per  cent, 
interest  Is  a  conservative  and  satisfactory 
basis  for  the  legal  standard  of  reserves  on  life 
insurance  contracts.  I  do  not  think  that  there 
is  any  reasonable  probabilitj'  that  well-man- 
aged companies  will  be  unable  to  realize  con- 
siderably more  than  4  per  cent,  on  their 
reserves  during  the  nest  generation.  All 
well-managed  companies  have  received  much 
more  than  4  per  cent,  on  their  mean  assets 
during  the  past  ten  years." 


Royal  Fraternal  Guardians  Once  More. 

From  Oregon  comes  another  inquiry  as  to 
this  San  Francisco  scheme.  Our  correspond- 
ent writes: 

"Agents  of  the  Royal  Fi-aternal  Guai-dians 
are  here,  and  they  represent  that  the  concei'n 
is  a  regular  legal  reserve  life  insurance  com- 
pany. They  say  the  policyholders  are  pro- 
tected by  deposits  of  S^o.ooo  with  the  state  of 
California.  The  scheme  hardly  appears  possi- 
ble, as  the  i*ates  are  so  low." 

The  Coast  Review  for  July  gives  this  "fra- 
ternal" humbug  a  little  ''roast,"  but  our  cor- 
respondent's statement  calls  for  another  ref- 
erence to  this  latest  scheme  of  Messrs.  Snow, 
Pettis,  et  al. 

The  Royal  Fraternal  Guardians  is  not  a 
legal  reserve  life  insurance  company ;  it  is  not 
authorized  to  do  business  by  the  insurance 
department  of  California;  it  has  no  deposit  of 
any  kind  or  amount  with  any  state  official ;  its 
managers  have  been  identified  with  other 
assessment  insurance  schemes  now  dead  and 
almost  forgotten;  and  we  do  not  think  a  judg- 
ment against  it  could  be  collected. 


English  Lloyds.— If  a  thing  cannot  be  insured 
at  Lloyds,  it  cannot  be  clone  anywhere.  But  what 
cannot  be  insured  at  Lloyds?  That  we  have  yet  to 
find  out.  We  have  never  heard  of  a  burning  build- 
ing being  taken,  but  are  quite  of  opinion  that  a 
quotation  could  readily  be  got.  Certainly  lack  of 
enterprise  is  not  one  of  the  faults  of  the  mysterious 
gentlemen  generally  known  as -'Lloyds."  One  of 
the  latest  transactions  has  been  to  write  a  policy 
for  £5,000  to  run  for  a  year  insuring  against  decla- 
ration of  war  between  any  two  of  the  following 
seven  European  powers :— England.  France,  Ger- 
many, Austria,  Italy,  Russia,  Turkey.  If  war  is 
declared  the  policy  becomes  a  claim,  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  peace  prevails,  there  will  be  a  net  gain 
of  ^4  4s.  per  cent,  to  the  underwriters.— Policy- 
holder. 


Fire  Insnrance  Items. 

Fire  losses  in  the  United  States  are  again  in- 
creasing. 

The  American  Central  has  opened  a  state  agency 
in  New  Orleans. 

The  Continental  has  declared  a  7.70  percent,  semi- 
annual dividend. 

The  Home  of  New  York  paid  a  five  per  cent,  semi- 
annual last  month. 

The  Germania  of  New  York's  semi-annual  divi- 
dend is  five  per  cent. 

The  Pacific  Fire  of  New  Y'ork  pays  a  five  per  cent, 
semi-annual  dividend. 

The  Phenix  of  Brooklyn  has  declared  a  semi-an- 
nual dividend  of  five  per  cent. 

The  Fireman's  Fund  pays  a  monthly  dividend  at 
the  rate  of  twelve  per  cent,  annually. 

The  German-American  of  New  York  paid  a  ten 
percent,  semi-annual  dividend  last  month. 

The  Teutonia  of  New  Orleans  and  the  Traders  of 
Chicago  report  gains  in  assets  and  surplus. 

The  Insurance  Company  of  North  America  has 
just  paid  a  semi-annual  dividend  of  six  per  cent. 

The  big  Masonic  Temple  in  Chicago  was  last 
month  written  at  50  cents  per  annum.  The  line  is 
$600,000. 

The  United  Slates  census  reports  place  the  ex- 
penditures for  fire  protection  for  the  census  year  at 
$16,423,820. 

The  Phcenix  of  London  suspended  grain  rates  in 
Winnepeg,  and  hopes  to  win  a  peg  or  two  thereby. 
Naughty  bird. 

James  S.  Ray  of  Louisville  has  been  appointed 
receiver  for  the  Columbian  Fire.  The  creditors 
may  get  25  per  cent. 

The  American  of  New  York  has  reduced  its  capi- 
tal to  $200,000  and  created  a  surplus  of  $100,000.  The 
capital  and  surplus  will  be  doubled. 

The  German  of  Freeport,  III.,  reports  a  gain  of 
$14, coo  in  net  surplus  and  $49,000  in  assets,  and  in- 
creased premiums,  since  January  r,  1895. 

Chicago  had  5.174  fires  last  year,  of  which  171  were 
"prairie"  tires.  Queer  place,  Chicago.  Does  it  in- 
clude Peoria  yet.  or  is  that  celebrated  "watering" 
place  still  a  suburb? 

The  Standard  and  Bulletin  fire  loss  estimates  for 
the  United  States  in  1S94  were  about  130  millions 
each.  Their  Coast  estimates,  as  shown  by  a  com- 
parison with  insurance  loss  reports  in  the  Coast 
Review,  were  absurdly  incorrect,  being  far  too  low. 
We  therefore  condemned  the  estimated  totals  for 
the  year  as  given  out  by  these  Eastern  journals. 
The  Chronicle  Fire  Tables  put  the  total  at  140 
millions,  which  we  believe  to  be  near  the  actual 
American  fire  waste  in  1894. 
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Jubilee  Year  of  Mntnal  Benefit  Life  Ins.  Co. 

The   Mutual   Benefit   Life   Ins.  Co.   ob-   New 
Jebsey  is  Over  Fifty  Ye.4RS  Oi,d  — A   New 

AND   ADMIR-4BI.E  POUCY. 

This  is  the  jubilee  year  of  the  Mutual  Ben- 
efit Life  Insurance  Company  of  Newark,  N.  J. 
Fifty  years  ago.  in  April,  this  great  mutual  life 
insui-ance  company  was  organized.  The  guid- 
ing principles  were  the  same  then  as  to-day, 
and  they  have  been  liberally  rewarded.  The 
success  of  the  company  has  been  wonderful. 

There  ai-e  some  distinguishing  features  of 
the  contracts  of  the  Mutual  Benefit.  It 
makes  annual  distribution  of  surplus.  It 
makes  cash  loans  up  to  the  cash  surrender 
value.  It  extends  the  insurance  beyond  the 
premium  period,  without  action  on  the  part  of 
the  policyholder,  so  that  he  is  protected  from 
the  consequences  of  his  own  neglect  or  inabil- 
ity to  pay  the  premiums. 

The  Mutual  Benefit  Life  celebrates  its  jubi- 
lee year  in  a  fitting  way  by  issuing  a  new 
policy,  which  combines  many  admirable  advan- 
tages. The  new  policy  provides  for  large  an- 
nual dividends,  for  equitable  surrender  val- 
ues, for  a  liberal  cash  surrender  value,  for  ex- 
tended insui-ance,  for  a  paid-up  policy,  and  for 
cash  loans  up  to  the  cash  surrender  value : 
and  this  advantageous  policy  is  incontestable 
after  the  second  year. 

What  a  fine  showing  the  Mutual  Benefit 
makes  in  the  summary  of  its  business !  From 
policyholders,  from  organization  to  January  i, 
the  company  has  received  §161,145,251  in 
premiums. 

In  the  same  time  it  paid  to  policyholders 
Si37,964,.^i6,  and  of  the  sum  returned  toiwlicy- 
holders  *45.3So,975.  or  28.1  percent.,  was  in  the 
form  of  dividends.  The  company  retains  the 
remainder  in  trust,  and  its  investments  have 
yielded,  in  addition.  .S32.483.453  in  excess  of 
expenses  and  taxes.  The  premium  balance 
and  the  excess  interest  earnings  make  a  total 
of  855,664,388  assets  in  the  possession  of  the 
company. 

The  Mutual  Benefit,  though  conservative, 
has  always  been  liberal  as  well  as  just  ia  its 
dealings  with  policyholders,  and  always  zeal- 
ous to  defend  and  serve  their  interests. 

James  Munsell,  Jr.,  is  the  manager  for  the 
Mutual  Benefit  in  this  field.  Mr.  Munsell  is 
prepared  to  make  some  liberal  contracts  with 
agents.  Their  attention  is  invited  to  the  com- 
pany's new  policy,  and  also  to  the  very  credit- 
able record  of  two  policies,  printed  else- 
where. 


California  Supreme  Conrt  Decision. 

In  the  case  af  Thomas  H.  O'Brien  against 
the  New  Zealand  Insurance  Co.  the  supreme 
court  of  California  has  decided  for  the  com- 
pany, reversing  the  judgment  and  order  deny- 
ing a  new  trial. 

SIB-.\GEyT"S    .VUTHORITV. 

One  Peters  was  defendanfs  local  agent  in 
the  town  of  Reedly,  Fresno  county,  and  under 
his  commission  as  agent  he  had  no  authority 
to  enter  into  contract  of  insurance.  But  he 
Nvas  appointed  a  sub-agent  to  receive  propos- 
als for  insurance,  and  fix  rates  of  premiums, 
and  to  receive  money  for  policies  and  certifi- 
cates of  insurance. 

Plaiutift'  made  a  written  application  to  Pet- 
ers, upon  one  of  defendant's  blanks,  for  insur- 
ance upon  his  saloon,  buildings  and  fixtures. 
This  was  mailed  to  defendant  in  San  Fi-an- 
cisco.  and  was  deposited  in  the  postoflice  on 
the  day  following  the  fire.  When  the  appli- 
cation was  made  the  agent  informed  plaintiff 
that  he  was  insured  from  that  time.  The 
agent  knew,  however,  that  the  company  did 
not  insure  saloons. 

THE    DECISION. 

The  agent,  Peters,  had  no  authority  to  en- 
ter into  a  couti'act  of  insurance  with  plaintiff. 
His  powers  did  not  go  to  that  extent.  That 
there  was  no  actual  contract  of  insurance  in 
this  case,  as  far  as  the  defendant  is  concerned, 
is  apparent  at  a  glance,  for  the  contract  could 
only  be  made  with  the  defendant,  and  the  de- 
fendant knew  nothing  of  it.  The  defendant 
had  the  right  to  reject  the  application  when 
presented,  and  until  it  was  presented  and 
granted  no  conti-act  was  possible.  If  there 
was  a  contract  of  insurance  in  force  from  the 
date  of  application  until  the  application 
reached  the  defendant,  then  it  was  equally 
in  force  after  that  time  and  during  the  entire 
period  covered  by  the  policy ;  and  such  a  con- 
struction would  deprive  the  defendant  of  the 
right  to  reject  unsatisfactory  applications  and 
place  the  power  of  contracting  in  the  hands  of 
agents  like  Peters,  a  result  diametrically  op- 
posed to  its  purposes  and  practices. 

It  is  attempted  to  bring  this  case  within  the 
principle  declared  in  Harrou  v.  London  Fire 
Insurani-e  Company,  88  Cal.  16,  but  the  facts  do 
not  justify  it.  Borchers,  the  special  agent  of 
the  company,  was  not  authorized  to  enter  into 
contracts  of  insurance.  He  had  no  more  au- 
thority in  this  regard  than  the  sub-agent, 
Peters,  and.  not  having  the  jrower  to  enter 
into  contracts  himself,  he  necessarily  had  no 
authority  to  delegate  such  a  power  to  Peters. 
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His  appearance  on  the  scene  pending  the  ne- 
gotiations for  this  insurance  fails  to  strength- 
en the  plaintiff's  case.  Looking  at  the  case 
from  all  sides,  we  think  it  would  be  a  mani- 
fest injustice  to  require  the  defendant  to  pay 
the  loss  suggested  by  the  plaintiff.  This  com- 
pany did  not  insure  saloon  buildings.  The  ap- 
plication would  most  probably  been  rejected 
as  far  as  defendant  was  concerned,  upon  pres- 
entation. We  conclude  the  defendant  as- 
sumed no  risk  and  is  liable  for  no  loss. 


Extra  Liabilities  in  Assessment  Insurance. 

The  insurance  commissioner  of  Mis.souri  has 
begun,  as  ex-ofticio  receiver,  suits  against  the 
members  of  the  defunct  Odd  Fellows  Mutual 
and  United  States  Masonic  Benefit.  He  holds 
that  the  members  are  responsible  for  the  un- 
paid claims  and  other  debts.  The  courts  have 
ruled  to  that  effect.  The  man  who  joins  an 
assessment  insurance  company  of  any  kind 
assumes  that  extra  liability,  and  also  a  liabil- 
ity for  his  share  of  the  assessments  which  can 
not  be  collected  from  other  members.  These 
extra  liabilities  may  be  the  source  of  annoy- 
ing and  expensive  litigation,  whenever  a  re- 
ceiver undertakes  to  discharge  the  full  duties 
of  his  office. 


Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life  Association. 

Baltimore  Underwriter:  Inquiries  are  fre- 
quently made  as  to  the  extent  of  liability  for 
increased  assessments  in  the  Mutual  Reserve 
Fund  Life  Association,  and  also  as  to  alleged 
reductions  of  the  face  value  of  its  certificates. 
A  similar  inquiry  was  sent  to  the  insurance 
department  of  the  state  of  New  York,  thr-ee 
or  four  years  ago,  and  the  answer  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  The  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life  Association  is 
an  assessment  life  insurance  association,  and  as 
such  cannot  agree  under  the  laws  of  New  York  to 
pay  a  definite  amount  in  case  of  death.  They  may 
pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  the  amount  stated  in  the 
certificate,  such  sum  to  be  realized  from  assess- 
ments, annual  dues  and  admission  fees.  Neither 
can  they,  as  an  assessment  association,  make  an 
agreement  that  your  assessments  or  premiums  will 
never  be  increased."' 


A  Two-Cext  Stamp  Colt.eition'  Fee. — Here 
is  a  good  thing  from  the  Manhattan  Life's 
bulletin:  "What  does  it  cost  a  man's  heirs  to 
collect  his  insurance ',  A  two-cent  stamp ; 
mailing  proofs  of  death  is  all  that  is  neces- 
sary." This  fact  should  be  stamped  on  the 
public  mind.  It  is  not  necessary  to  employ  an 
attorney  to  collect  a  life  insurance  policy. 


The  Mutual  Reserve  Increases  its  Rates. 

The  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  has  advanced 
rates  as  regards  all  members  who  entered  be- 
fore 1890.  There  is  also  an  advance  in  rates 
for  all  insured  after  December  31.  There  is  a 
general  increase,  slight  at  ages  25  to  30,  in- 
creasing 20  per  cent,  at  age  40,  36  per  cent,  at 
age  50,  and  46 percent,  at  age  60.  This  increase 
is  in  comparison  with  the  present  rates.  The 
new  rates  are  virtually  renewable  term  rates 
"  shaved."  The.v  are  too  low  to  provide  gen- . 
nine  insurance;  they  are  too  high  for  the 
quality  of  the  indemnity  offered.  It  is  evident 
from  this  increase  of  rates  that  the  Mutual 
Reserve  finds  itself  in  difficulty.  Now  the 
question  is,  will  the  new  rates  save  the 
association;  Will  the  healthy  members  cling 
to  it  in  suflicient  numbers,  or  will  they  join 
new  societies  which  can  ofiier  them  far  lower 
rates ;  One  thing  is  certain :  the  impaired 
lives  will  remain  and  add  to  the  heavy  mor- 
tality burdens  of  the  association. 

Following  is  a  comparison  of  old  and  new 
rates.  The  semi-annual  rates,  which  we 
omit,  are  exactly  three  times  the  bi-mouthly 
rates : 

MORTUARY    PREMIUMS    PER    $I,ooo,   INCLUDING    RE- 
SERVE OR   EMERGENCY   FUND  AND  DUES. 


Bl-MONTHLY 

Annual 

AGE 

Old 

(1890) 

New 
(1896) 

Old 

(1890) 

New 
(1896) 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38.    .    .    . 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

31 

52 

53 

34 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60  .        ... 

$2  30 
2  31 
2  32 
2  34 
2  36 
2  37 
2  39 
2  41 
2  44 
246 
2  49 
2  52 
2  55 
2  59 
2  63 
2  70 

2  81 
287 
2  93 

2  99 

3  07 
3  17 
328 
3  41 
356 

3  91 

4  28 

4  66 

5  03 
5  41- 

5  78 

6  16 

J« 

6  91 

7  28 

$233 
2  34 
2  35 
2  37 
239 
242 
2  46 
2  51 
2  57 
2  64 
2  72 
2  81 

2  91 

3  02 
3  13 
3  24 
3  35 
3  47 
360 
3  75 

3  92 

4  12 

"  3t 
4  58 

4  85 

5  J5 
548 

5  84 

6  24 

6  68 

7  17 

7  71 

8  3t 

8  97 

9  70 
10  50 

$13  80 
13  86 

13  92 

14  04 
14  16 
14  22 
■4  34 
14  46 
14  64 

14  76 
M  94 

15  12 
15  30 
15  54 

15  78 

16  20 
16  50 

16  86 

17  22 
17  58 

17  94 

18  42 

19  C2 

19  68 

20  46 

21  36 
23  46 
25  68 
27  96 
30  18 
32  46 
3468 
36  y6 
39  18 
41  46 
4368 

$1398 
14  04 
14  10 
14  22 

■4  34 
1452 

14  76 

15  06 

15  42 
■584 

16  32 

16  86 

17  46 

18  12 

18  78 

19  44 

20  10 

2U  82 

21  6cj 

22  50 

23  52 

24  72 

26  04 

27  48 
2y  10 
30  90 
32  88 
35  "4 
37  44 
40  oS 
43  02 
46  26 
4986 
53  82 
58  20 
63  00 
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The  Home  of  New  York  Makes  Great  Gains. 

The   EiGHTY-ponRTH   Semi-annual   Statement 
OF  The  Home  Ins.  Co.-$i,344,oo9  Net  Surplus, 
A  Gain  of  J6oo,ooo— a  Similar  Gaijj  in  Assets. 
The  Home  of  New  York  makes  a  splendid 
showing    in    its    semi-aunual    report.     Hand- 
some gains  have  been  made,  since   both  Janu- 
ary I,  1895,  and  July  i,  a  year  ago. 

In  the  past  twelve  months  the  Home  has 
added  some  -$500,000  to  its  assets,  and  has  in- 
creased its  net  surplus  nearly  4:600,000. 

Since  January  i  the  Home  "has  made  similar 
progress.  The  foregoing  gains  are  due  some- 
what more  to  the  business  of  the  first  half  of 
this  year  than  to  the  last  half  of  last  year. 
Prom  January  i  to  July  i  of  this  year  the 
Home  added  $249,000  to  its  assets,  and  in- 
creased its  net  surplus  $273,581. 

Here  are  the  chief  figures  of  the  semi-an- 
nual statement  of  the  Home :  Assets,  $9,408,- 
560;  cash  capital,  $3,000,000;  reserve  premium 
fund,  -$4,341,010;  net  surplus,  $1,344,009;  sur- 
plus to  policyholders,  .$4,344,009. 

The  character  of  the  assets  is  set  forth  in 
detail  on  a  colored  page  insert  in  this  month's 
Coast  Review.  Bonds  aud  stocks,  all  gilt- 
edged,  are  presented  with  par  and  market 
values  in  parallel  columns.  In  every  instance 
the  market  is  greater  than  the  par  value. 

The  Home  is  one  of  the  leading  fire  offices, 
not  only  of  America,  but  of  the  world,  in 
funds,  surplus  over  liabilitie.s,  and  annual 
premiums. 

As  is  well-known,  the  Pacific  department 
of  this  leading  American  company  is  in  charge 
of  General  Agent  A.  E.  MagiU,  who  also  rep- 
resents the  Phoenix  of  Hartford. 


Lightning  Statistics.— Last  year  336  per- 
sons were  killed  by  lightning  in  the  United 
States.  On  an  average,  400  barns  and  sta- 
bles, ISO  dwellings,  25  churches,  10  railway 
stations,  10  oil  tanks,  and  10  grain  or  hay 
stacks  are  struck  by  lightning  and  set  on  fire 
every  year.  Isolated  objects  appear  to  "at- 
tract" the  deadly  "fluid."  The  weather 
bureau  recommends  lightning  rods  for  barns 
and  exposed  buildings.  The  most  dangerous 
places  for  human  being  are  under  trees,  by 
chimneys  and  fire-places,  in  the  doorways  of 
barns,  and  near  cattle  and  horses.  California 
is  virtually  exempt  from  the  lightning  hazard, 
owing,  we  imagine,  to  our  dry  summers. 

Mutual  Life  in  TEXA.s.-The  Hrst  annual  con- 
vention of  the  agents  of  this  company  in  Texas  was 
held  in  San  Antonio  June  20.  It  was  a  great  suc- 
cess. 


Beyond  the  Rockies. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  has  at  last  a  salvage  corps. 

The  Eastern  Mutual  of  Boston,  of  which  C  W 
Holden  ,,s  manager,  reports  $3,252,397  at  risk,  with 
S49.S48  premiums  thereon.  The  cash  surplus  is 
$5,057.  ■  ^  ■ 

During  the  last  six  years  the  American  Fire  of 
Philadelphia  has  had  a  branch  in  London  The 
average  loss  ratio  has  been  51.3  per  cent,  and  the 
average  expense  ratio  31.6. 

The  new  vice-president  of  the  German-American 
E.  L.  Allen,  had  previously  been  the  manager  of  the 
Northwestern  department  of  the  Royal  at  Chicago 
He  has  been  in  the  bu.siness  for  eighteen  years. 
The  Investigator  speaks  highly  of  his  abilities  as  a 
manager. 

The  Mutual  Fire  of  New  York-it  is  still  in  exis- 
tence, and  very  still-is  suing  ex-President  Katie 
and  Oscar  Meyer  for  about  $150,000,  alleged  profits 
on  the  Lancashire  reinsurance  deal.  This  suit  is 
by  order  of  the  supreme  court.  Armstrong  is  not 
mentioned. 

General  Manager  Moffat  of  the  Manchester  Fire 
has  resigned  on  account  of  ill  health,  it  is  said  and 
the  assistant  manager.  Wm.  Lewis,  has  been  ap- 
pointed general  manager.  Favorable  mention  is 
made  of  Mr.  Lewis  as  an  able  and  experienced  Hre 
underwriter. 

The  license  of  the  American  of  New  York  has 
been  revoked  by  the  Illinois  insurance  department 
because  of  the  false  statement  of  its  condition  made 
by  the  recent  management.  The  Massachusetts 
insurance  commissioner  threatens  to  fine  the  com- 
pany, and  he  would  like  to  find  the  ex-secretary. 

P.  P.  Heywood  has  been  appointed  general  agent 
of  the  Hartford  Fire'.s  Western  department  at  Chi 
cago,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  G. 
F.  Bissell.  This  appointment  was  expected,  for 
Mr.  Heywood  has  been  the  assistant  general  agent 
for  twenty-three  years.  President  Chase  sends 
out  an  eulogistic  obituary  of  the  late  Geo.  Francis 
Bissell. 

Commissioner  Smith  reports  that  the  Minnesota 
Are  insurance  losses  for  twenty-two  years  average 
62  per  cent,  of  the  premiums,  in  seven  of  the  twen- 
ty-two years  the  insurance  companies  lost  money 
and  in  four  the  losses  and  expenses  were  nearl.v 
equal  to  the  premiums.  The  average  profit  was 
scarcely  three  per  cent.,  but  the  average  Minneso- 
tan  howls  about  excessive  rates,  and  his  editor 
echoes  it  in  print. 

Marine  NoTES.-Risks  on  Swansea  and  other 
English  coal  are  said  to  be  extra  hazardous.  The 
thirty-six  marine  companies  represented  in  San 
Francisco  are  all  foreign  but  two.  They  received 
*25,395,3o2  premiiuus  and  paid  $17,726,090  losses 
The  British  aud  Foreign  Marine  stands  at  the  head 
of  all  companies  in  premiums. 


The  insured  who  says  he  can  get  cheaper  rates 
is  usually  a  liar— or,  rather  he  used  to  be. 
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July  Fires. 

Washington. 

8.  Seattle,  general  tire: 

Magdeburg $  441 

Westchester 215 

Nortli  German  ...'...  i.Sji 
Liver' 1  &  Lou.  &  Globe  .  .  1,385 
German-American    ....     450 

Queen 800 

Firemans  Fund 1,101 

Phoenix.  Hartford  ....  429 
National,  Hartford  .   .   .   .2,177 

Pennsylvania      500 

Home  Mutual 1,277 

Union,  Philadelphia    ...     461 

Sun.  S.  F 1,262 

Phenix.  Brooklyn 443 

Norwich  Union 178 

Total *.    .*i2.963 

9.  Taeoma,  hhld  farni: 

North  German ^^ju 

9.    Taeoma.  mdse: 

Sun,  S.  F $210 

Williamsburg  City  ....  400 
5".    Taeoma.  mdse  etc. : 

American,  Pa $12.) 

4.    Taeoma,  stationery: 

Firemans  Fund Jiuy 

II.    Spokane  CO..  dwg: 

Home  Mutual $1,000 

17.    Snohomish  co.,  creamerie: 

Phenix,  Br $1,000 

22.  East  Spokane,  dwg  and  con- 

tents: 
Phenix,  Brooklyn $300 

29.  Spokane,  carpenter  stock: 
National,  Hartford    .  .   .  $1,000 
Western.  Toronto    ....    1,350 

19.  (June)  Seattle,  electric  pow- 

er house ; 
Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  3=3,750 

20.  (June)  Seattle,  dwg: 
Commercial  Union     ....  $123 

ly.    Spokane,  fr  dwg : 

Royal  Exchange i'665 

Connecticut 600 

London 2,500 

30.  Spokane,  fr  bigs : 
Milwaukee  Mechanics    .   .  $600 

23.  Sidney,  dwg  and  conts : 
Westchester $250 

23.    Snohomish,  dwg: 

Westchester $300 

28.    Seattle,  dwg: 

Westchester $150 

25.    Whatcom  co.,  dwg  and  conts : 

Orient $500 

— .    Port  Townsend,  dwg  &  conts : 

Continental $600 


10.    Walla  Walla,  f r  store  big : 
Hanover $500 

30.    Walla  Walla,  dwgs : 
Firemans  Fund $250 

29.  (June)    Whitman    co.,    dwg 

and  bam : 

Phenix.  Br $100 

8.    Waitsburg,  barn.  etc. : 

Phenix,  Br $234 

25.    Georgetown,  saw  mill; 

Pennsylvania $r.ooo 

g.    Centralia.  dwg: 

National.  Hartford    .    .         $537 

30.  Ballard,  dwg  and  conts : 
Firemans  Fund $500 

S.    Blaine,  dwg  and  conts : 

Western $600 

16.     Ellensburg,  barn: 

Western $400 

— .    Colfax,  fr  dwg: 

Phoenix,  Hartford $250 

22.    Kings  CO.,  fr  saw  mill : 

Manchester $1,000 

22.    Kings  CO.,  growing  grain: 

Queen ^2^') 

21.     Kings  CO..  conts  of  fr  dwg: 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  .  $960 
16     Kings  CO.,  saw  mill : 

London  &  Lancashire  .  .$1,000 
5.  Kings  CO..  frdwg, livery  stable 
and  conts: 

Liver' 1&  Lon.  &  Globe  ,  .  $4,730 
5.    Ellensburg.  dwg  and  conts: 

Continental .  $600 

18.    Everett,  creamery: 

Continental $1,000 

16.  Davenport,  f r  dwg  and  conts : 
North  British    .....    ..$1,225 

25.  Georgetown,  wet  log  sawmill : 
Union.  London $2,000 

20.    Chehalis,  br  bldg,  stores  and 
offices: 

Northern $280 

Queen 221 

PhcEuix,  Hartford 221 

Home,  New  York 221 

Firemans  Fund 225 

German-American  .221 

North  British 754 

Continental 500 

Royal 420 

13.     (June)    Chehalis.  fr  dwg  and 
conts : 
Phoenix,  Hartford $650 

10.    Chehalis,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 
Phoenix.  Hartford  ....  $1,400 
Firemans  Fund 500 

17.  Hamilton,  dwg: 
Firemans  Fund $500 


13.     Mt.  Vernon,  fr  dwg  &  conts : 

North  British $776 

Small  losses $5,322 

Total  Washington  $58,545 
* 
Oregon. 
17.    Portland,  brick  building: 
Firemans  Fund $115 

5.  Portland,    fr    dwg    and    hhld 

f urni : 

Phteaix,  Hartford $450 

Prussian  National  ....  300 
II.    Portland,  fr  dwg: 

Queen $1,091 

Home  Mutual 545 

4-    Portland,  saloon: 

Connecticut $    5^5 

Sun,  Loudon 1,500 

2n.    Portland,  dwg: 

London     $318 

8.    East  Portland,  fr  dwg; 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  .  $221 
— .    Portland,  brbldg: 

Commercial  Union  .  .  .  .1,200 
4.    Portland,  dwg  and  conts ; 

Hamburg-Bremen $547 

N.  Y.  Underwriter  ....  360 
30.    Portland,  hhld  f  urni ; 

Norwich  Union $1,000 

30.    Portland,  paint  stock: 

N.  Y.  Underwriters  ....  $200 
16.    Portland,  fr  dwg  &  bakery : 

Continental    ....       ...  $SSi 

— .    Portland,  fr  dwg : 

Alliance $500 

24.    The  Dalles,  barn : 

Springfield  . $200 

— .    Astoria,  fr  boiler  house : 

Alliance $200 

6.  Yumatilla  co..  meats  &  lard: 

American,  Pa. $2,000 

Phenix,  Br 1,500 

8.  Engine,  dwg  and  conts : 
Western $500 

9.  McCoy,  hhld  fumi ; 
Western $750 

I.    Oregon  City,  br  bldg: 

Continental $500 

— .    Roseburg,  barn; 

Continental $100 

— .     Marian  co.,  farm  property : 

Continental $375 

29.  (June)    Oregon  City,  stores: 
Firemans  Fund $500 

— .    Oregon  City,  hhld  fumi ; 
Continental $600 

30.  I  June)    Clackamas,  bam  and 

hay: 
Firemans  Fund $404 


J/6 


The  Co  AS!  T^eheiv. 


I).    Brownsville,  hop  kiln: 
Firemans  Fund !f5"o 

23.     Hillsboroutz:h,  dwg  &  conts: 
Firemans  Fund $650 

i,(.    Forrest  Grove,  dwg  &  conts  : 

Weslcliester $700 

Norwich  Union 100 

Small  miscellaneous  losses: 
Palatine $3^3 

Small  losses $1,950 

Total  Oregon   .   .   .$21,455 


Idaho. 

i'>    Fremont  Co.,  harn  and  horse: 
Phenix,  Brooklyn    .   .   .   .$[,100 

6.    Caldwell,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 
German- American     ....  $200 

NorthBritlsh sro 

Total  Idaho    ....  $i.Soo 


Montana. 
10.    Miles  City,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 

NorthBritlsh $528 

Lion 263 

— .    Callispell,  fr  granery : 

Phcenix.  Hartt'oi'd $150 

— .    Anaconda,  frdwg: 

Home,  New  York $500 

22.  Butte  City,  fr  dwg ; 
Connecticut .$850 

5.    Butte,  mdse  in  fr  bldg : 
Loudon  &  Lancashire  .   .   .  $300 

13.    Billings,  general  mdse : 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .   .  $476 
Sun,  San  Francisco  ....    7^6 
Royal     1,493 

3.  Butte,  coffee  and  ware  house: 
Union,  London $250 

4.  Billings,  mdse; 

Transatlantic $400 

North  German 387 

12.    Flathead  co.,farmmachin'y : 

Manchester $1,460 

— .  Livingston,  hoisting  works 
(quartz  mill) : 

^tna     $2.uoo 

27.    Helena,  br  bldg: 

Scottish  Union $1,001 

15.    Billings,  hardware: 

St.  Paul $746 

18.    Custer  CO.,  dwg  and  conts: 

Hartford $1,562 

17.    Butte,  br  laundry: 

Alliance $750 

23.  Butte,  dwg  and  furniture: 
Phenix,  Brooklyn $300 

22     Yellowstone  co.,  farm  prop: 
Continental $250 


— .    Cascade  co-.  farm  property: 

Continental $300 

Small  losses $i.47i 

Total  Montana  .   .  $16,183 

* 

Nevada. 

24.  Douglas  CO.,  dwg  and  furni : 
Phenix.  B.- $850 

* 
Utah. 
ig.    Bingham,  bldgs  and  mdse: 

Home  Mutual $1,000 

National,  Hartford    .   .   .    2,000 
5.    Weber  CO.,  dwg: 
American,  Pa $153 

5.  Ogden,  barn: 

London     $786 

25.  Salt  Lake,  dwg  and  conts: 
Continental $150 

20.    Salt  Lake,  hhkl  furni    and 
wearing  apparel: 
Palatine $1,200 

6.  Salt  Lake,  dwg: 
Transatlantic $985 

Small  losses ^627 

Total  Utah  ....      $6..joi 


9.    Phoenix,  fr  dwg : 

Imperial      $200 

4.    Prescott.  dwg  and  conts : 

Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  $600 

National.  Hartford  ....  452 
— .    Prescott,  fr  dwg  and  furni : 

Phcenix,  Hartford $400 

iS.    Phoenix,  fr  dwg: 

LiverM  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .  $6uo 

22.  Phuenix.  hhld  furni: 
American,  Pa $675 

Total  Arizona   .   .  .  $2,927 

Colouauo. 
19.     (May)     Pueblo,  hhld  furni : 

Prussian  National  .    .  $250 

10.    Durango,  store  bldg  and  res- 
taurant : 
National,  Hartford    .   .   .$1,200 
19.    Denver,  stock  of  hats  : 
National,  Hartford    .    .    .    .  $5(-o 

23.  (June)    Denver,  fr  dwgs : 
North  British $357 

25.    Jefferson  co.,  br  school  house 
North  British    ....       .  $2,500 

30.    Durango,  dwg  conts : 
Scottish  Union $136 

4.    Denver,  stock  and  fixtures: 
Palatine      $500 


5.    Pueblo,  bldg:. 

Svea $242 

Manchester 340 

19.    Denver,  mdse: 

Palatine $2,500 

10.    (June)    Ouray  CO.,  dwg,  etc. : 

New  Zealand  - $432 

Miscellaneous  losses: 

Palatine $784 

Small  losses     .$974 

Total  Colorado    .   .  $10,375 

New  Mexico. 

4.  Albuquerque,  dwg  and  barn: 
Firemans  Fund $200 

5.  Deming,  fr  dwg  and  furni : 

N.  British  &  Mercantile     .  $125 
Total  New  Mexico  .   .  $325 
If 

British  Columbia. 

5.    Vancouver,  cannery  goods : 
Phenix.  Br.  .   .   .   .•      ...  $3'<Joo 

3.    New  Westminster,  saw  mill: 

Hartford $1,250 

Scottish  Union 1,500 

yEtua  ............    2,500 

Orient 1.500 

Ins.  Co.  North  America   .    1,500 

2.    Vancouver,  hotel : 

Scottish  Union $150 

26.    Victoria,  foundry: 

Phenix,  Br $750 

9.    Chillemook,  frbldg: 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .    ,  $546 

Small  losses $1,269 

Total  British  Col.  .  $13,965 
Total  oiifnde  territory  .   .  $133,326 


California. 

4.    Arrowhead,  fr  hotel : 

Scottish  Union $1,000 

Impi.-rial 2,500 

Norwich  Union 920 

American  Central  ....    2,500 

St.  Paul 2,420 

Union,  London 2,500 

Connecticut 2,000 

Royal  Exchange  .....    2,000 

Queen ■  .   .    .    3>ooo 

Home,  N.  Y 2,000 

Phoenix,  Hartford  ....    4.000 

Total $24,840 

4.  Antioch.  fr  bldgs  &  mdse : 
Ins.  Co  of  North  America  .  $850 
Phenix,  Br 300 

5.  Arno,  hay  press : 

Phenix,  Br $375 
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21.     Alameda,  hhld  furni: 

Patriotic     $2S8 

— .     Armona,  fr  bldg : 

Union ^A^o 

20     AlauiL-da.  dwg  and  stable: 

Springlield $134 

1.    Berkeley,  dwg: 

Western $5,000 

3.  Ben  Lomond,  shingle  mill: 
Western      $300 

4.  Butte  CO..  fr  slaughter  house: 
Manchester $410 

4.    Butte  CO..  barn,  dwg,  etc.: 
Norwich  Union $729 

13.    Alturas.  fr  printing  office : 
Home,  N.  Y $1,500 

28.  (June)    Chico.  frbldg: 
North  British $150 

26.    Colusa,  graiu  in  field : 

Phenix,  Br 3-500 

American,  Pa. 250 

Pennsylvania 250 

6.    Concord,  barn.  etc. : 

Phenix,  Br $100 

.  I.    Chico,  furni  and  shed; 

Svea .$100 

I.    Fresno  co..  sawmill : 

Scotti.sh  Union $1,124 

Phoenix.  Hartford  ....    1.544 

8.  Fresno  co. .  farm  barn : 
National,  Hartford        ...  $150 

4.  Fresno,  mdse: 

Liver*  1  &  Lon.  vfc  Globe    .  $1,200 

9.  Fresno,  mdse : 

Palatine $6oS 

5.  Fresno,  brbldg: 

London  &  Lancashire  .  .  .  $379 
24.    Fresno  co.,  growing  grain : 

Royal  Exchange $325 

13.    Fresno,  bldg: 

Phoenix.  London $140 

5.    Fresno,  mdse: 

American,  N.  J $150 

8.    Fresno  co.,  grain  in  field: 

Royal $100 

I.    Fresno  co.,  fr  barn : 

Caledonian .$295 

29.  Fresno,  courthouse,  estima- 

ted: 
Aachen  &  Munich  .      .   .$3,000 

Liver' 1  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  3,000 

Magdeburg 3,000 

Firemans  Fund  ...       .  goo 

Connecticut      3.000 

Continental 3,000 

Phoenix.  Hartford    .   .  .  10,500 

Home 4,500 

Palatine 3.000 

Hartford 3,000 

Total $36,900 


— .    Kern  co.,  farm  property : 
Continental $800 

25.    Hanford,  dwg  and  cents: 
Liver' 1  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .  $   400 
Western 1,875 

9.  Hanford.  f^  bldg : 
Commercial  Union    ....  $300 

— .    Hanford.  dwg  and  barn: 

Phcenix,  Hartford $200 

16.    Haywards.  farm  bldg: 

Firemans  Fund $425 

15.    Hydesville,  barn  and  hay: 

Firemans  Fund $700 

20.    Grass  Valley,  trdwg: 

Queen $1,176 

10.  Livermore,  dwg : 

Home  Mutual $600 

4.  Gridley.  harness  stock: 
Home  Mutual $500 

5.  Gridley,  horses  and  bldg: 

New  Zealand $150 

-■Etna     630 

4.    Kern,  dwg  and  cents: 

New  Zealand $500 

— .    Live  Oak,  fr  dwg  and  cents: 

Firemans  Fund $1,350 

20.  Lemeere,  dwg  and  piano  and 
hhld  furni: 

-Etna $56> 

Norwich  Union 705 

12.    Near  Hanford,  hay  in  stack: 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  .  $240 
12.    Lordsburg,  billiard  table: 

National.  Hartford  ....  $100 
14.    (Jan.)    Los  Angeles,  fr  dwg: 

North  British $200 

4.  Les  Angeles,  dwg  and  hhld 
furni: 

New  Zealand $400 

Connecticut 29S 

14.    Los  Angeles,  mdse: 

Phenix.  Br .$100 

4.  Les  Angeles,  frdwg: 
Alliance $1,000 

— .    Los  Angeles,  mdse: 
Continental $Soo 

5.  Los  Angeles,  fr  bldg  and  fr 

dwgs : 
Commercial  Union     .   .   .  $6,200 

4.    Les  Angeles,  fr  dwg  &  conts : 
Lancashire     . $1,834 

28.    Madera,  general  fire : 

Home  Mutual $1,500 

-Etna 300 

North  German 397 

Springfield      800 

Palatine 2,600 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Glebe    .  2,750 

Western 250 


S.    Los  Angeles,  dwg  and  conts: 
Western $700 

4.  Los  Angeles,  grain : 
Palatine $1,132 

19.  Los  Angeles    co.,    grain    in 

field: 
Home,  N.  Y $260 

2.  Los  Angeles,  dwg  and  hhld 

furni; 

Firemans  Fund $2,295 

— .    Mariposa  CO.,  fai-m  property : 

Continental $700 

s.    Merced,  barn: 

..Etna $100 

25.  (June)    Monterey  ce.,  grain 

infield: 

New  Zealand $652 

Firemans  Fund ico 

5.  Mariposa  co.,  frdwg  &  conts: 
Manchester $850 

7.    Marin  co.,  dwg  and  conts : 
London  &  Lancashire  .  .   .  $125 

20.  Marysville,  store: 

Royal  Exchange 300 

17.    Fruito,  dwg  and  conts: 

Firemans  Fund $475 

iS.     Monterey  co.,  grain  in  field: 

Firemans  Fund $130 

16.    Madera  co..  grain  in  field : 

Firemans  Fund $150 

7.    Mayfield.  dwg  and  conts: 

Continental $700 

10.    Merced  co..  farm  property : 

Continental $1,500 

29.  (June)  Mendocino  CO..  fr  dwg: 
Norwich  Union $333 

ly    Merced  co.,  hhld  furni : 
Caledonian $350 

3.  Oakland,  hospital : 

Springfield $120 

Westchester 120 

Sun,  London  ..■'....    325 

14.    Oakland,  dwg; 
Springfield $105 

6.  Napa,  dwg: 

Union,  London $600 

26.  Oakland,  frbklgs; 
Commercial  Union    ....  $740 

2.    Near  Newman,  grain  in  field: 
-Etna     $162 

I.    Oakland,  hhld  furni : 
New  Zealand $435 

4.  Oakland,  fr  dwg,  etc. : 
Royal $677 

4.    Oakland,  private  stable  and 
horses : 
Home  Mutual $775 

30.  Pale  Alto,  dwg: 

London $1,400 


J/6/' 


Tne  Coast  TiEViEW. 


23.    South  Riverside,  fr  barn  and 
eonts: 
Manchester $440 

23.    Riverside,  fruit  packery  and 
warehouse : 
Ins.  Co.  North  America   .  $1,000 

Firemans  Fund 1,100 

Norwich  Union 3.000 

Royal     ^00 

7.    Riverside  co.,  dwg  and  conts: 
Hartford      iF65o 

3.    Red  Bluff,  fr  store  bldg  and 
stable: 
United  Firemans     .    .    .    .%    738 

Hanover 1.230 

Palatine 700 

15.    Riverside,  packing  house: 
Hartford .  S2.500 

6.  Niles.  dwg  and  conls : 
Home  Mutual $347 

13.    NicolauK.  fr  school  hou.se : 

North  British $600 

30.  (June)  Nevada  CO.,  dwg  and. 
f  urai : 

Phenix.  Br $1,713 

— .    Oakdale.  barn  and  conts : 

-■Etna        $207 

13.    Red  Bluff,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 

German- American     .   .   .   .$850 

27.  Placer  co.,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 
German- American     ....  $600 

23.    Redlands.  dwg,  etc. : 
National.  Hartford    .   .   .   .$550 

7.  Riverside  co..  dwg  &  conts: 
Hartford      $650 

15.    Redding,  fr  dwg  &  conts : 
Underwriters $1,700 

25.    Petaluma,  fr  dwg: 
Home,  N.  Y $500 

— .    Riverside  co.,  fann  property : 
Continental $700 

5.  Red  Blvift,  fr  bldg  and  conts: 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .$1,050 

1 1 .    Palermo,  dwg  and  conts : 
Imperial $1,000 

1.  Quincy,  fr  saloon: 
Norwich  Union $394 

17.    Sacramento,  dwg  and  bam: 
Norwich  Union $123 

iS.    San  Diego,  fr  dwg : 
Norwich  Union $1,000 

28.  (June)    Stockton,  hr  bldg: 
New  Zealand $726 

2.  Sacramento,  dwg  &  conts : 
^Etna $295 

6.  Sacramento  co.,  harvester: 
Phenix,  Br $550 

2.    Stanislaus  CO.,  grain  intield: 
Firemans  Fund $163 


4.  Solano  CO.,  dwg; 

-Etna     $1.0^8 

5.  San  Joaquin  co  ,  fr  barn  and 

dwg: 

Manchester $3,100 

4.    San  Jose,  dwg: 

Firemans  Fund $233 

24.    San  Rafael,  hhld  fumi : 

London  »fe  Lancashire  .  .  $3,500 
— .    San  Jose,  mdse: 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .   .  $250 

3.  Sonoma  co.-  fr  dairy  house: 
London  &  Lancashire      .   .  $360 

27.  Santa  Rosa,  dwg: 
Westchester $322 

8.  Shasta  co..  farm  property : 
Continental $600 

23.    Sacramento,  fr  dwg : 
Commercial  Union     ....  $420 

17.  Sacramento,  stock  groceries 
Atlas     $807 

22.  San  Jose,  conts.  of  tailor 
shop  and  dwg : 

Atlas $312 

— .    Santa  Cruz  co.,  farm  prop: 

Continental $1,250 

28.  San  Jose,  fr  dwgs ; 
Connecticut $857 

4.  San  Jose,  fr  dwg: 
Connecticut       $2g.j 

22.    San  Jose,  dwg  and  hhld  furn : 
North  German $650 

18.  San  Jose,  fr  dwg: 
Phoenix,  Hartford  .   .       .   .  $105 

14.  San  Jose,  musical  store  and 
bldg: 

British  America $103 

North  British 103 

Manchester 490 

Firemans  Fund 690 

Continental uoo 

Lancashire 154 

Alliance      700 

Phoenix.  London 575 

Aachen  &  Munich iioo 

Home  Mutual 1315 

Transatlantic      360 

Hamburg-Bremen 205 

Germania,  New  York  ...    154 

Northern     733 

Hanover 154 

14.    San  Jose,  stock  of  nails : 
Germania $100 

9.  Sanger,  dwg  and  conts : 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .   .  $442 

21,    Sacramento,  conts  of  fr  dwg: 

Home,  New  York $150 

10.  San  Jose,  fr  dwg  &  hhld  furn 

Alliance $350 

Germania 299 


28.    San  Jose,  dw^  conts : 

Firemans  Fund $110 

17.    San  Jose,  frhldg: 

Magdeburg $408 

4.    Sunnyside,  bldg  and  furn : 

Prussian  National  ....  $537 
— .    Sacramento,  dwg  and  barn : 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  .  .$91.0 
26.  (June)  San  Bernardino  co.. 
dwg  and  conts: 

Transatlantic $135 

20.    Shasta  CO..  barn,  etc. : 

Phenix.  Brooklyn  ....  $1,049 
30.    Solano  CO. .  fann  property : 

Phenix.  Brooklyn $600 

24.  San  Rafael,  fr  dwg : 
Aachen  &  Munich   ....  $   51,0 

Alliance 500 

Lancashire 3,000 

4.  San  Rafael,  dwg : 
Magdebm-g     $2,040 

23.    Placer  co.,  dwg: 

Firemans  Fund $200 

28.    Selma,  dwg  and  conts: 

Firemans  Fund $275 

30.    Santa  Clara  co.,  fruit  trays: 

Firemans  Fund $350 

17.    Sa-cramento.  br  and  fr  bldg: 

German-American     ....  $344 

22.  San  Luis  Obispo,  furn: 
Phoenix,  London $450 

13.    Sacramento  co..  fr  barn ; 

Liver"  1  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  .$300 
19.  San  Luis  Obispo,  grain  in 
held: 

Liver'l  Si  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .  $250 

23.  Stanaslausco-.  dwg&  conts: 
Hartford $1.7^0 

13.,   Sissons,  conts  fr  dwg: 
Phoenix,  Hartford $225 

19-    San  Bernardino,  fr  dwg : 
Phcenix,  Hartford $893 

6.    Santa  Rosa,  frdwg: 
Connecticut $775 

5.  San  Joaquin  co.,  fr  store  and 

general mdse: 
Caledonian $1,500 

25.  San  Diego  co.,  farm  dwg: 
Western $325 

2.    San  Jo.se,  stock  of  fumi : 
Springfield $536 

22.    San  Luis  Obispo,  dwgs: 
Springfield     $300 

9.    West  Riverside,  hay: 
Atlas     $198 

16.    Ventura,  dwg  and  conts: 

Continental $1,000 

Westchester 1,133 
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9.    South  Riverside,  dwg: 
Atlas     $500 

20,    Santa  Anna,  dwg  and  conts: 
Atlas     ¥272 

25.    San  Jose,  fr  dgw: 
Lion $3,000 

6.    Scotia,  savnuill  and  store  and 
lumber: 

>Etna $3,500 

North  British 1,500 

Imperial 3,000 

Sun.  Loudon 3.750 

Lion 2,500 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .  4,500 

Westchester      1.500 

Atlas 3,100 

Union.  London 2,000 

Queen 7.500 

Connecticut 2,500 

National.  Hartford  ..  .  .  1,500 

German-American  ....  4,500 

St.  Paul 5C0 

American  Central  ....  i.ooo 

Hamburg-Bremen  ....  3.000 

Scottish  Union 1,500 

Orient 1,500 

'    American,  Pa 4.000 

Phenix.  Br 2.500 

Pennsylvania 2,500 

Svea 3,500 

Total $61,350 

6.    (May)    Scotia,  general  mdse: 
Hamburg-Bremen    ...  $1,500 

— .    Sundry,  growing  grain  losses 
Hartford '$660 

— .    Miscellaneous  losses 
Palatine $2,189 

28.    Temescal.  fr  saloon  &  conts: 
Liver*  1  &  Lou.  &  Globe    .    .$740 

5.    Travers.  windmill : 
American.  N.  Y $150 

10.    Sutter  CO.,  fr  dwg.  etc, : 
American,  N.  Y $2,450 

— ,    Yuba  CO. .  farm  property : 
Continental $500 

5.    Tulare,  dwg  and  conts : 
Firemans  Fund $1,303 

30.    Tulare  co..  farm  bldgs,  hay 
and  grain : 

Firemans  Fund $4co 

National,  Hartford       ...    589 

14.    Santa  Cruz,  private  bam : 
National.  Hartford    ....  $316 

30.    Woodbridge.  board' g  house: 
Fire  Association $800 

22.    Yola  CO.,  dwg: 
Northern     $700 


16.     Yolo  CO.,  hay: 
Scottish  Union $587 

26.    Truckee.  fr  dwg ; 

Orient $350 

4.    Tulare  co.,  dwg  and  furni : 

Phenix.  Br $^6i 

Small  losses $21,680 

Total  Cal.  S  F.  Ex.  $292,911 


San  Fit.'^Ncrsco. 

4.  Dwg: 

Fire  Association  .    .  $roo 

5.  Dwg  and  conts; 

Hartford      $no 

5.    Fruit  store: 
Hamburg-Bremen $86g 

5.    Stationery: 
American  Central $872 

4.    Fr  store  and  dwg : 
German-American     .   .   .     $110 

8.  Fr  dwg : 

Llver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .   .$118 

4.    Furni  and  fancy  goods : 
Atlas     $150 

3.  Fr  store : 

London  &  Lancashire  ,    ,    .  $100 

4.  Dwg : 

Firemans  Fund    ......  $500 

3.    Sixdwgs: 
North  British $2,000 

27.     (June)    General  tire: 

North  British *?   .^55 

Phenix.  Br .  986 

Northern  Assurance  .    .    .  4.346 

London  Assurance  ....  8,334 

Firemens,  Baltimore    .  .  250 

United  Firemens     ....  250 

Germania 2,955 

Hanover 4,780 

Royal 1,000 

Total $23,256 

5.  Ft  dwg: 

Lancashire     $1,475 

9.  Fruit  and  candy  store: 

Alliance $950 

Patriotic     713 

7.    Livery  stable: 
Transatlantic $175 

— .    Dry  goods: 
Continental $800 

16.    Dwg  cents: 
Firemans  Fund $250 

15.    Hhld  furni.  etc: 
Palatine $519 


18.    Dwgs.  hhld  funii.  piano,  etc. : 

Royal  Exchange $4,817 

Palatine 3.81S 

Patriotic      1.201 

Commercial  U^nion  .   .   .   .    1.600 

18.  Fr  dwg  and  hhld  furni : 
London  &  Lancashire  .   ,  $1,840 

15.    Ft  store: 
London  &  Lancashire  .      .  $450 

iS.    Fr  dwg: 

Royal     ...  $   500 

Queen i.ooo 

14.  Fr  dwg: 

Commercial  Union     .   .   .   .$190 

15.  Stores  and  dwgs : 

Atlas $430 

14-    Mdse: 

Liver' 1  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .   .$332 

15.    Fr  stable: 
Alliance $4co 

19.  Fr  dwg : 

Alliance $110 

29.     Hhld  furni: 
Phoenix,  London     $262 

29.    Fr  range : 
Magdeburg $250 

31.    Cooperage: 

Magdeburg     $1,500 

Milwaukee  Mechanics   .   .     750 

15.    Frbldg: 
Aachen  &  Munich $200 

20.  Fr  dwg : 

Aachen  &  Munich $175 

29.    Stock  of  tobacco ; 
National.  Hartford    .   .   .$2,400 

24.    Coffee  and  spice  mills: 

Fire  Association  ....  $  1,442 
Liver"  1  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .    K',386 

Prussian  National  .  .   .  1.500 

Helvetia 250 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  2.403 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  .   ,  i.ooo 

Transatlantic 1.700 

North  German 1,442 

-^tna     3,365 

Imperial .  1,200 

German-American  ....  1,500 

Northern 1,442 

Palatine 2.500 

Firemans  Fund    ...  930 

Total $31,080 

Small  losses $    5,220 

Total  S.  F $  91,922 

Total  California  .  .   .  $384,833 
Total  Pacihe  Coast    .  $518,159 
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Northwest  Insurance  Association. 

The  ueu-  ussdc.iatiou  (if  the  agents  of  Ore- 
ffou,  Washington  aud  Idaho  has  secured  the 
endorsement  of  all  the  general  agents  and 
managers  in  San  Francisco.  The  "war,"  so 
far  as  the  Northwest  is  concerned,  is  sus- 
pended, and  we  hope  is  over.  The  example 
of  the  agents  in  the  Northwest  might  be  fol- 
lowed with  advantage  by  the  agents  in  Cali- 
fornia and  Nevada. 

Alfred  Stillman  has  been  appointed  chief 
surveyor  for  the  Northwest  Insurance  Asso- 
ciation, with  H.  E.  Parkhurst  as  first  assist- 
ant and  Lee  McKenzie  as  second  assistant. 
The  rules  of  the  association  are  now  in  opera- 
tion, and  daily  reports  or  applications,  can- 
celed policies,  reports  of  endorsements,  vouch- 
ers for  refunded  premiums,  etc.,  must  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  chief  surveyor  for  approval. 
No  insurance  can  be  granted  at  less  than  the 
present  full  tariff  or  special  rates. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  San  Francisco  un- 
derwriters will  cordially  co-operate  with  the 
Northwest  Insurance  Asssociatiou.  They 
have  agreed  to  support  the  association,  and 
that  agreement  implies  support  here  in  San 
Francisco  as  well  as  in  the  Northwest.  There 
.should  be  no  writing  "over  the  heads"  of  the 
Northwestern  locals.  A  very  little  of  this 
sort  of  "protection" — rates  and  rules  in  the 
Northwest  and  none  over  the  San  Francisco 
counter- — will  break  up  the  new  organization 
and  start  a  furious  war  of  rates  in  a  terri- 
tory which  hitherto  has  had  only  a  taste  of 
"blood." 


The  San  Francisco  Fire  Patrol. 

The  fate  of  the  tire  patrol  still  hangs  in  the 
balance.  As  soon  as  the  constitution  of  the 
Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  was  amended. 
General  Agent  Magill  withdrew  his  resigna- 
tion from  the  fire  patrol,  and  all  the  other 
"recalcitrants."  with  one  exception, agreed  to 
contribute  pro  rata  to  the  support  of  the  pa- 
trol, providing  that  all  the  offices  did  likewise. 
This  exception  is  the  Continental.  The  Con- 
tinental and  Home  and  Phoenix  withdrew 
from  the  patrol,  because  of  the  non-intercourse 
measures  of  the  board.  When  the  latter  were 
abandoned  the  flre  patrol  had  a  right  to  the 
renewed  support  of  the  protestants.  Any  re- 
fusal to  contribute  such  support  should  have 
been  made  later,  and  after  a  withdrawal  of 
the  letter  of  resignation  based  on  conditions 
which  no  longer  exist.  The  Continental  now 
asks,  as  a  condition  of  its  support  of  the  pa- 
trol, that  San  Francisco  be  schedule-rated. 
As  the  flre  patrol  is  not  a  rating  organization, 


the  Continental's  demand,  if  it  be  deemed 
made  seriously,  must  be  regarded  as  "  far- 
fetched "  as  well  as  ill  timed. 

A  meeting  is  to  be  held  this  week  to  take 
some  action  in  the  matter.  If  neither  side 
retires  from  its  present  position,'  the  fate  of 
the  patrol  is  sealed.  The  Coast  Review  hopes 
that  good  counsel  will  prevail,  and  that  the 
patrol  will  be  preserved.  Its  fate  should  never 
have  been  an  issue  in  "the  fight."  There  are 
differences  of  opinion  among  underwriters  as 
to  the  wisdom  of  supporting  flre  patrols;  but 
it  would  seem  to  be  a  poor  time  to  abandon  the 
patrol,  after  supporting  it  for  twenty  years. 

It  is  not  the  business  of  underwriters  to  sup- 
port flre  patrols,  it  is  true.  Theoretically, 
and  perhaps  practically,  it  is  wi-ong  to  do  so, 
as  a  general  thing.  But  in  this  instance  the 
underwriters  have  facts  and  not  theories  to 
deal  with.  If  they  do  not  support  a  salvage 
corps,  there  will  be  none.  The  city,  will  not 
take  over  the  flre  patrol  nor  create  and  sup- 
port a  new  one.  Without  the  flre  patrol,  which 
extinguishes  many  incipient  fires  aud  saves 
property  as  well,  the  flre  losses  will  increase. 
Indeed,  one  of  the  flres  thus  extinguished  by 
the  patrol  might  otherwise  develop  into  a  con-  ■ 
flagration.  Are  the  underwriters  ready  to 
assume  this  extra  hazard  by  abolishing  the 
patrol?  Could  there  be  a  worse  time  than  the 
present  for  such  action?  Rates  have  been  cut, 
much  new  business,  especially  In  the  more 
hazardous  districts,  has  been  written,  and  un- 
der the  non-cancellation  clause  these  low  rates 
will  generally  prevail  for  the  next  three  years. 
The  extra  losses  which  may  follow  the  aban- 
donment of  the  patrol  can  not  be  shifted  back 
on  the  policyholders  by  raising  the  rates. 


Sensational  News. 
Mutual  Reserve  Fuud  doubles  rates. 
New  York  City  hydrant  pressure,  five  pounds. 
Railway    insurance    syndicate    "  seorched  ■'    at 
Sprague,  Wash. 

Holmes,  the  lite  insurance  swindler,  is  shown  to 
be  the  "  criminal  of  the  century."  His  "castle"  in 
Chicago  was  a  huge  coffin,  containing  the  bones  of 
his  suppo.sed  victims.  All  the  mysterious  disap- 
pearances in  the  country  are  now  charged  to 
Holmes. 

Death  of  Chas.  Thedick.— This  well  known 
Philadelphia  flre  underwriter  was  accidentally 
killed  last  month,  by  being  thrown  from  an  open 
trolley-car.  Mr.  Tredick  was  about  4S  years  old. 
For  many  years  he  represented  the  old  Commercial 
of  San  Francisco. 

From  several  life  insurance  companies  we  have 
received  new  company-literature,  for  which  we  re. 
turn  thanks. 
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Presented  to  Jolm  W.  G.  Cofran. 

On  August  12  the  geueral  managers  of  lire 
offices  iu  San  Francisco  met  in  the  rooms  of 
the  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters.  It  was  a 
veritable  surprise  party.  Indeed,  it  is  said  to 
have  been  the  first  full  meeting  in  the  board 
rooms  for  many  a  month.  The  meeting  was 
called  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  to  Mr.  J. 
W.  G.  Cofran  a  handsome  and  substantial 
token  of  the  personal  and  professional  esteem 
of  his  fellow  underwriters.  President  Sta- 
ples made  a  very  felicitous  presentation 
speech.  Mr.  Staples,  who  has  a  reputation 
for  fitting  and  eloquent  speech,  is  said  to  have 
excelled  himself  on  this  o.-'casion.  The  affair 
had  been  kept  so  profound  a  secret  that  Mr. 
Cofran  had  not  the  slightest  knowledge  of  it. 
and  he  was  overconie  by  his  emotions.  As 
soon  as  he  regained  his  composure  Mr.  Cofran 
made  a  pretty  speech  of  acknowledgment. 

The  testimonial  was  a  peculiarly  appropriate 
one.  It  was  in  the  form  of  a  solid  silver  stat- 
uette of  the  "Monarch  of  the  Glen."  standing 
on  an  ebony  pedestal.  The  statuette  is  a 
beautiful  work  of  art.  The  silver  is  oxydized. 
At  the  base  of  the  pedestal  is  the  inscription : 
"Presented  to  J.  W.  G.  Cofran  by  the  Fire 
Underwriters  of  San  Fi'ancisco."  Remarks 
were  made  by  several  of  the  gentlemen  pres- 
ent, and  all  joined  in  drinking  to  the  health 
and  prosperity  of  Mr.  Cofran  in  his  new  field 
of  labor. 

The  Coast  Fire  Insurance  Sitnation. 

The  outlook  in  Coast  lire  underwriting  affairs 
may  be  said  to  be  a  trifle  brighter.  As  nar- 
rated elsewhere,  the  San  Francisco  managers 
have  agreed  to  support  and  co-operate  with 
the  new  Northwest  organization.  The  non- 
intercourse  clause  and  other  articles  of  the 
constitution  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Underwrit- 
ers of  the  Pacific  have  been  wiped  out,  thus 
removing  at  least  one  bone  of  contention.  In 
a  negative  way,  therefore,  the  situation  has 
improved.  Unfortunately,  however,  any  ten- 
denc3'  to  be  conservative  iu  the  matter  of 
rates  is  usually  checked  by  the  cut  offer  of  a 
competitor. 

Seemingly  the  situation  is  now  favorable  for 
a  reorganization ;  but  any  proposal  of  this  kind 
is  cold-showered  by  the  question.  What  is  the 
use?  Members  of  the  board a.sk  the  question, 
and  then  add  that  when  the  board  was  newly 
organized  there  were  members,  bound  with  a 
new  and  special  pledge,  who  immediately 
broke  their  pledges,  and  were  in  no  particular 
a  whit  more  loyal  to  the  new  board  than  to  the 
old.     Assuming  that  this  is  probably  true,  the 


assertion  gives  strength  to  the  declaration,  to 
be  heard  in  certain  quarters,  that  there  will 
never  be  a  permanent  tariff  association  on  the 
Coast  until  there  are  some  changes  iu  manage- 
ment iu  San  Francisco. 

We  commend  to  the  local  agents  in  Califor- 
nia the  good  example  of  their  fellows  in  the 
Northwest.  A  similar  combination  of  locals 
boards  would  no  doubt  receive  encouragement 
and  support  from  San  Francisco  underwriters. 
The  experiment  seems  to  be  worth  trying,  for 
it  is  seemingly  the  only  alternative  of  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  present  state  of  demoraliza- 
tion as  regards  California  and  Nevada. 


New  Publications  Received. 

Large  Fires  in  American  Cities :  by  Herbert  Fol- 
ger,  Portland.  Illustrated  withdlagrams.  Printed 
at  the  Coast  Review  printery. 

Standard  New  England  Insurance  Directory : 
Standard  Pub.  Co..  Boston.  Mass.:  price,  one  dol- 
lar. Contains  towns,  fire  departments,  local 
boards,  agents,  etc. 

Califoraia  Insurance  Report,  1895:  M.  R.  Hig- 
gins,  Commissioner.  This  is  probably  the  best  re- 
port ever  issued  by  this  department.  Possibly  Mr. 
H.  has  said  too  much,  but  he  has  said  some  things 
well  that  should  have  been  said.  His  report  de- 
serves better  binding  than  paper.  The  receipts 
of  the  department  last  year  were  •^32,934.  The 
Insurance  Co.  of  North  America  was  the  largest 
contributor  ($2,368).  The  expenses  of  the  office 
were  only  $6,750.  leaving  $26,183  which  ought  to 
have  been  expended  for  the  protection  of  policy- 
holders and  insurance  interests  generally. 

The  Annual  Cyclopedia  of  Insurance  in  the 
United  States:  by  H.  R.  Ha.vden,  Hartford.  Bound 
In  cloth,  673  pages.  Contains  a  vast  deal  of  good 
matter.  As  the  editor  invites  criticisms  from  pur- 
chasers only,  and  not  from  readers,  we  do  not  put 
on  our  critic's  spectacles.  The  price  of  this  book 
we  do  not  know,  but  whatever  it  may  be.  It  Is  worth 
it.  There  are  no  advertisements.  Among  the  con- 
tents are  a  list  of  Lloyds,  valued  policy  laws,  pol- 
icy forms  of  life  companies,  legal  decisions,  ex- 
tracts from  association  papers,  etc. 

Nineteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Fire  Under- 
writers Association  of  the  Pacific:  San  Francisco; 
Louis  Welnmann,  secretary,  405  California  street: 
price  50  cents,  to  any  part  of  the  world.  This  Is  a 
paper-bound  book  of  161  pages,  printed  on  tinted, 
calendered  paper,  from  clean-cut  type.  It  is  inter- 
esting and  valuable  to  fire  insurance  men.  espec- 
ially to  those  interested  in  Coast  atTairs.  The 
world  famous  Knapsack  alone  is  worth  the  price 
asked;  so  is  Editor  Grant's  salutatory,  on  the 
working  bee — the  neutre  bee ;  so  is  any  one  of  sev- 
eral papers.  Plates  of  famous  risks,  with  rates 
and  surroundings,  in  Boston  and  London,  accom- 
pany this  book  of  proceedings. 
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The  Los  Angeles  Bankers  Alliance. 

The  Baukers  AUiauce  of  Los  Angeles  does 
uot  accept  our  challeuge  for  proof  that  its  rates 
cover  the  double  death  and  disitbility  hazard 
which  it  assumes.  A  newspaper  discussion, 
says  a  representative  of  the  association,  should 
be  avoided  by  a  corporation.  We  regret  this 
conclusion,  which  must  be  regarded  as  a  con- 
fession of  weakness.  The  fact  remains,  that 
the  Bankers  Alliance  rates  are  uot  suBicient 
to  pay  both  accident  and  death  claims  during 
the  term  of  the  average  contract.  The  asso- 
ciation is  really  offering  terra  insurance  not 
possiblj-  renewable  at  the  same  rate.  Sup- 
posing it  is  able  to  write  at  present  i-ates  for 
ten  years — ten  years  soon  pass.  And  what 
then  J  What  of  the  unsound  members  then, 
should  the  Los  Angeles  association  reinsure  '. 
The  "little  joker"  in  the  contract  permitting 
the  association  to  levy  additional  assessments 
will  not  take  the  place  of  a  sufficient  reserve 
in  the  coming  time  when  the  mortality  rate 
per  $i,ooo  of  insurance  will  exceed  the  rate 
charged  by  the  association.  There  will  be  an 
accumulation  of  death  claims  then,  before 
which  the  accumulated  funds  will  quickly 
melt  away ;  and  no  possible  response  to  the 
special  assessments  will  suffice  to  dischai-ge 
the  obligations  of  the  association. 


Chips. 

— J.  C.  Doruin  has  sold  his  insurance  business 
to  Everett,  Wash.,  to  Gray  &  Gardiner,  and 
has  "gone  on  the  road"  as  special  agent  for 
the  Springfield  and  the  National  of  Hartford, 
in  Washington  and  Oregon. 

—At  a  meeting  of  the  San  Francisco  Life  Un- 
derwriters' Association,  held  on  thegth  of  this 
month,  John  H.  Gray,  general  agent  of  the 
Wa.shington  Life,  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  executive  committee  in  place  of  Col.  Hawes, 
removed  to  London.  Charles  McLaue,  mana- 
ger of  the  New  York  Life,  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  association.  There  were  several 
associate  or  honorary  members  elected  at  the 
meeting. 

—Judge  Wallace  of  the  superior  court  of  San 
Francisco  decided  in  the  De  Wintou  case  that 
it  was  not  arson  for  a  person  to  burn  his  own 
property.  In  the  Ferris  case  Judge  Low  of 
San  Francisco  decided  that  setting  fire  to  the 
adjacent  premises  by  the  burning  of  the  house 
of  the  accused  was  not  a  crime,  though  the 
accused  set  fire  to  his  own  house.  The  matter 
will  be  carried  to  the  supreme  court.  What- 
ever the  law  may  be,  these  decisions  are  mis- 
chievous. 


—  Jeffrey  Beavan,  sub-manager  of  the  Royal 
Insurance  Company,  has  been  visiting  San 
Francisco.  Mr.  Beavan  is  uot  favorably  im- 
pressed with  the  outlook  for  Coast  fire  insur- 
ance interests.  The  companies  as  a  whole,  he 
thinks,  are  not  ready  to  reorganize  on  theonly 
possible  basis,  namely,  a  uniform  15  per  cent, 
rate  of  commission.  The  no-tariff  period  has 
not  continued  long  enough  to  impress  the 
wholesome  lessons  of  disorganization  and  de- 
moralization. 

—New Contracts  with  Locals.— The  Coast  Re- 
view is  informed  that  several  offices  are  mak- 
ing three  and  five-year  contracts  with  local 
agents  on  the  basis  of  25  per  cent,  commission. 
Unfortunately,  there  is  too  much  evidence  that 
this  information  is  founded  on  facts.  Such 
contracts  must  inevitably  delay  the  work  of 
reorganization,  and  may  be  the  means  of  pre- 
venting it  entirely.  It  is  not  to  besupposed 
that  any  union  or  compact  of  the  future  will 
allow  such  contracts  to  exist,  and  it  will  be 
useless  to  ask  their  recognition  as  a  condition 
of  subscribing  to  the  compact.  Therefore,  the 
fewer  25  per  cent,  commission  contracts  the 
better.  The  makiijg  of  them,  at  this  time, 
seems  like  an  effort  to  take  an  undue  advan- 
tage of  the  situation,  in  the  belief  that  any 
new  tariff  association  will  be  obliged  to  recog- 
nize such  contracts  and  allow  them  to  run  to 
expiration. 

—  The  B.  C.  Canneries.  —  A  correspondent 
writes  from  Victoria,  B.  C,  that  there  were 
five,  not  six,  canneries  burned  in  the  province 
in  thirty  days.  The  "sixth"  was  a  cold  stor- 
age warehouse  at  New  Westminister.  The 
losses  at  the  latter  were  only  a  thousand  or 
two.  The  Laidlaw  cannery  was  an  exposure 
loss.  Loss  on  the  Windsor,  $,50,000;  insurance 
loss,  $33,000,  placed  with  the  Northern  Assur- 
ance. Insurance  losses  on  the  Costello  can- 
nery were :  Phoenix,  Loudon,  $5,000;  Phenix, 
Brooklyn,  .$5,000;  London  &  Canadian,  .$6,000; 
Guardian,  $5,000;  total,  $21,000;  total  loss, 
about  $45,000.  The  Brunette  saw-mills  loss 
not  yet  been  adjusted,  but  the  total  will  be 
between  $25,000  and  $30,000.  Four  companies 
will  pay  $33,000  on  the  Laidlaw  cannery.  The 
Phoenix  &  Dumfrie's  canneries  loss  was  about 
$50,000.  The  British  Columbia  board  held  a 
meeting  at  Vancouver  on  the  loth  inst.  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  bringing  these  risks 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  board  and  mak- 
ing special  ratings  on  cannery  buildings.  The 
board  will  have  to  deal  with  insurance  agents 
who  are  also  agents  of  the  canneries. 
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— The  cheai)  lunches  on  California  street  are 
just  now  doing  a  thriving  business. 

— The  Glens  Falls  has  gained  $72,114  in  net 
surplus  since  January  i.  The  lines  of  the 
Glens  fall  in  easy  places. 

—J.  H.  Ankele,  special  agent  of  the  North 
German,  returned  last  week  from  a  four 
months'  trip  to  Germany. 

— The  Lion  and  Imperial  have  discontinued 
writing  in  Red  Bluff,  Cal.,  "owing  to  the 
losses,"  the  Sentinel  says. 

—Clarence  F.  Briggs  of  Portland,  Or.,  super- 
intendent of  agencies  of  the  Standard  Life 
and  Accident  Insurance  Company  of  Detroit 
for  the  Pacific  Coast,  is  spending  a  few  weeks 
in  California. 

— Batter  Times.— Los  Angeles  reports  lai'gely 
increased  deposits  in  banks  and  sales  of  real 
estate.  San  Francisco  realty  dealings  in- 
creased 14  per  cent  in  the  first  half  of  "95  com- 
pared to  the  same  time  last  year. 

■  — The  Prefered  Accident's  record  for  June, 
1895,  is  $23,460,000,  a  gain  of  $6,388,000  over 
June,  1894.  In  the  list  of  business  by  agencies 
San  Franciso  leads  for  June,  with  $1,. ^95,000. 
Chicago  is  next,  with  $1,288,000.  We  con- 
gratulate manager  Fowler. 

— Hanford,  Cal.— The  Journal  of  this  town 
says:  "For  several  hours  every  morning 
there  is  no  water  in  the  mains.''  The  Cam- 
eron-Dopkins  house  is  said  to  have  been  de- 
stroyed on  this  account.  The  public  tanks  ai'e 
"drawn  dry"  by  late  users  of  water. 

—The  following  named  San  Francisco  under- 
writers attended  the  Bohemian  Club  Mid- 
summer Jinks  last  week,  as  noted  by  the 
Coast  Review  representative:  Managers  Ha- 
ven, Butler,  Wilson,  Magill,  Grant  (Geo. 
F.),  Harrison  (Wra.  Greer),  Landers  (John), 
Field,  Secretaries  Redding  and  Levison,  As- 
sistant Manager  Grim,  Special  Agent  Smith, 
and  Adjuster  Sexton. 

— The  Fresno,  Cal.,  courthouse  caught  fire  in 
the  dome,  100  feet  above  the  roof.  The  dome 
was  kept  open  during  the  day  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  visitors.  Fortunately  the  third  floor 
was  fire-proof.  The  fire  department  had  no 
ladders  long  enough  to  reach  the  dome,  other- 
wise, it  is  said,  the  fire  might  have  been  con- 
trolled at  the  start.  It  was  a  queer  place  for 
a  fire  to  start.  There  have  been  so  many  in- 
cendiary fires  in  Fresno  that  some  persons 
think  the  court-house  was  set  on  fire.  Others 
think  the  electric  wii-es  caused  the  fire. 


—The  Los  Angeles  Journal  says:  "If  the  com- 
panies are  not  charging  enough  to  enable  them 
to  carry  risks  without  loss,  the  safety  of  the 
insured  is  a  myth." 

— We  are  soi-ry  to  chronicle  the  fact  that  a  big 
ocean  log-raft  has  been  successfully  towed  into 
San  Francisco.  It  came  fi-om  the  Columbia 
river  and  contained  6,000,000  feet  of  lumber. 
There  was  no  insurance. 

—If  the  managers  in  San  Francisco  refuse  to 
"resume"  the  local  agentsin  California  should 
"resume"  on  their  own  account,  and  do  so  at 
once.  There  is  nothing  for  the  agent  or  his 
company  in  selling  policies  at  less  than  cost. 
Resume  nuw! 

— Heavy  Marine  Losses. — The  experience  of 
the  marine  department  of  the  Sun  of  San 
Francisco  was  the  cause  of  the  retirement  of 
that  company.  The  Sun  made  money  in  its 
fire  department,  especially  here  on  the  Coast. 
In  fact,  all  San  Francisco  companies  have 
made  money  in  the  home  field. 

— Insurance  Age  of  New  York  calls  attention 
to  the  great  danger  of  a  conflagration,  owing 
to  the  scarcity  of  water  and  the  lack  of  pres- 
sure in  the  mains,  in  a  city  where  redwood 
cannot  help  check  the  spread  of  fire.  San 
Francisco!  Oh,  no;  New  York  city.  Our 
contemporary  thinks  New  York  will  some  day 
disappear  like  Chicago  in  1871. 

— The  Union  Casualty  of  St.  Louis  sent  its 
president  and  the  insurance  commissioner  of 
Missouri  to  Colorado  last  month  to  convince 
the  Colorado  commissioner  that  the  charges 
contained  in  the  June  Coast  Review  concern- 
ing the  manner  in  which  it  conducts  its  busi- 
ness were  not  true.  Just  how  they  did  it,  in 
face  of  the  fact  that  the  company  is  doing  the 
same  thing  in  Colorado  that  was  charged 
against  it  as  to  California,  is  a  matter  for  the 
Colorado  commissioner  to  explain. 

— The  Los  Angeles  Journal  is  either  ignorant 
or  mendacious  when  it  puts  the  average  ex- 
pense ratio  in  Coast  fire  insurance  at  30  per 
cent.  The  average  for  the  whole  United 
States  is  about  34  per  cent. ;  and  it  is  consid- 
erably larger  on  the  Coast,  where  traveling 
expenses,  the  cost  of  living,  and  consequently 
salaries  are  higher  than  in  the  thickly  settled 
East.  The  Coast  expense  ratio  ranges  from 
36  to  40  per  cent,  of  the  premiums.  The  Los 
Angeles  wiseacre  finds,  on  the  evidence  of 
figures  which  may  be  twisted  but  cannot  lie, 
that  the  underwriters  are  making  money  at 
cut  rates  in  California. 
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—The  Metropolitan  Plate  Glass  (Marin&  Wil- 
son, general  ag'ents)  has  withdrawn  from  the 
Salt  Lake  compact,  because  the  New  York 
made  a  cut  of  50  per  cent,  on  a  certain  risk. 
The  Union  Casualty,  howevei-,  is  the  chief 
rate  cutter.  It  is  demoralizing  the  business 
everywhere. 

—President  Crawford  of  the  Westchester  is 
spending  a  few  weeks  in  California.  In  speak- 
ing of  the  present  demoralized  condition  of  the 
fire  insurance  business  in  this  state  Mr.  Craw- 
ford says  that  those  managers  who  were  re- 
sponsible for  the  late  war  should  be  the  -first 
to  move  in  efforts  to  reorganize. 

— Young  Krigbaum  of  the  Union  Casualty 
agency  in  this  city  says  the  proprietor  of  the 
Coast  Review  "should  be  wiped  off  the  earth" 
for  having  published  in  the  June  number  the 
fact  that  his  company  was  a  great  rate  cutter. 
It  was  not  really  necessary  .for  the  Coast  Re- 
view to  publish  the  fact  as  a  matter  of  news, 
for  every  one  here  and  in  the  East  at  all  famil- 
iar with  its  methods  knew  long  before  the 
Coast  Review  published  it  that  the  Union 
Casualty  was  the  champion  rate  slasher  in 
America. 

— The  Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Company  has 
reinsured  the  commercial  and  city  business 
generally  of  the  Home  Fire  of  Salt  Lake.  The 
latter  retains  its  farm  business  and  will  con- 
tinue its  organization  and  write  new  business. 
By  a  reinsurance  conti'act  the  Hartford  will 
also  carry  a  part  of  the  business  written  by 
the  Home  of  Salt  Lake  in  the  future.  The 
new  arrangement  will  certainly  pi'ove  very 
satisfactory  to  the  policyholders  of  the  Salt 
Lake  company,  since  the  Hartford  Fire  has 
three  and  three-quarter  millions  of  surplus  to 
policyholders. 

— Several  general  agents  have  issued  circular 
letters  to  their  fellow  underwriters.  Manager 
Spencer  of  the  Westchester  suggests  to  local 
agents  that  they  have  a  convention  in  Califor- 
nia similar  to  that  in  the  Northwest.  Messrs. 
Butler  &  Haldan  call  for  an  attempt  to  stem 
the  tide  of  demoralization.  Manager  Hugh 
Craig  wants  the  managers  to  consider  the 
question  of  reorganization.  He  thinks  the 
present  condition  of  underwriting  hei'e  is  aptly 
described  by  the  following  quotation  : 

I  don't  Wiint  to  play  in  your  yard, 

I  don't  like  you  any  more; 
You'll  be  sorry  when  you  see  me 

Sliding  down  my  cellar  door. 
You  can't  holler  down  our  rain-barrel, 

You  can't  climb  our  apple  tree; 
I  don't  want  to  play  iu  ytiur  yard 

If  you  won't  be  good  to  me. 


— The  Lake  county  (Cal.)  court-house  was 
written  last  month  at  a  discount  of  50  per 
cent.     The  risk  was  given  to  P.  T.  Boone. 

—Fogg  &  Hills,  Chico,  Cal.,  got.  the  county 
business  at  a  rebate  of  82  percent,  from  tariff 
rate.  The  premium  was  $199.99  o^i  *44i7oo  in- 
surance on  court  house  and  infirmary ;  other 
county  property  to  be  insured  at  same  rate. 

— The  Pacific  Mutual,  in  its  quarterly,  re- 
centlj'  printed  a  list  of  death  claims  paid 
whore  the  average  time  of  survival  was  only 
a  fraction  over  sixteen  months.  The  return 
over  cost  of  life  insurance  was  1,200  per  cent. 

—It  may  be  interesting  to  the  policyholders 
and  citizens  generally  to  know  that  the  Equi- 
table Life  Assurance  Society  of  New  York 
(through  Manager  Ripley,  Crocker  building, 
this  city)  will  be  pleased  to  accommodate  auj' 
of  its  customers  who  may  desire  to -borrow 
money.  The  rate  of  interest  will  be  six  per 
cent. 

— The  rumor  on  the  street,  and  published  in 
the  Call  a  few  days  ago,  to  the  effect  that  the 
Franklin  of  Philadelphia  and  the  Williams- 
burg City  of  New  York  had  ceased  writing 
business  on  the  Coast,  was  without  founda- 
tion. Manager  Potter  is  doing  business  for 
these  two  old  conservative  companies  at  the 
"old  stand,"  508  California  street,  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

— The  Sun  of  San  Francisco  retires  because 
its  marine  experience  on  the  Great  Lakes  was 
disastrous.  The  Sun  has  made  money  in  its 
fire  departiuent,  especially  here  on  the  Coast. 
Even  "the  war"  did  not  discourage  the  man- 
agement, though  of  course  it  had  some  weight 
in  the  conclusion  to  reinsure.  The  Coast  Re- 
view repeats  its  opinion  that  the  retirement 
of  the  Sun  was  a  mistake.  The  Pacific  Coast 
is  a  good  field  for  the  local  company,  and  will 
always  be  so. 

—The  Spokane  Chronicle  "does  not  guaran- 
tee," but  it  is  possible,  "little  children  now 
dwelling  in  this  town  may  live  to  see  the  day 
when  all  will  be  peace  and  harmony  in  the 
local  board  of  underwriters."  The  Puget 
Sound  Association  is  not  satisfactory  to  the 
Spokane  locals.  It  was  supposed  that  the  as- 
sociation would  dissolve,  on  the  organization 
of  the  Northwest  association,  and  the  P.  S.  A. 
says  it  will.  The  Spokane  local  board  is 
suspicious,  and  the  old  opposition  has  broken 
out  anew.  The  Coast  Review  has  faith  that 
these  Washington  boards  will  co-operate  with 
the  Northwest  Insurance  Association. 
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— The  North  German  is  extending  its  business 
Eastward.     Last  montli  it  entered  Miohigau. 

— The  retirement  of  so  many  small  ilre  offices 
means  the  orfjauization  of  so  many  more  fire 
mutuals.  Which  do  the  big  offices  prefer, 
small  stock  or  small  mutual  fire  offices? 

— Down  in  Australia  as  well  as  up  and  over 
in  England  Ihey  are  introducing  as  "new" 
life  iJolicy  forms  and  plans  which  have  been  in 
use  in  the  United  States  all  the  way  from  five 
to  twenty  years. 

— Business  generally  is  improving,  slowly 
but  surely,  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  In  San 
Francisco  a  number  of  handsome,  lofty,  "fire 
proof"  mercantile  building's  are  going  up. 
The  construction  of  a  new  i-ailroad  in  the 
great  San  Joaquin  viilley,  California,  is  under 
way.  Prom  the  Nsrthwest  we  receive  re- 
ports of  some  improvement  in  the  times. 

—Stockton  Local  Board. — At  a  meeting  of  the 
Are  underwriters,  held  last  night,  the  follow- 
ing-named were  elected  officers  to  serve  for 
the  ensuing  year:  L.  M.  Cutting,  president; 
S.  \V.  Newell,  vice-president;  J.  E.  Eaton, 
secretary  and  treasurer.  The  new  executive 
committeo  is  composed  of  Miss  L.  W.  Dohr- 
mann,  W.  W.  Worthing,  R.  B,  OuUahan,  H.  C. 
Keyes  and  George  L.  Wolf.  In  a  spirit  of  fun 
Ralph  Lane  was  chosen  chaplain. — Mail. 

— The  "multiflagration" — that  is  Dr.  Fowler's 
word — in  San  Francisco  in  June  caused  a  loss 
of  $3,000,000  as  telegraphed  East.  The  insur- 
ance-press cut  this  down  to  $2,000,000,  and  one 
"conservative  estimate"  (so  the  editor  says) 
was  $1,500,000,  with  $800,000  insurance  loss, 
by  the  Ins.  Jour,  of  New  York.  The  Coast 
Review  loss  reports  show  an  insurance  loss  of 
about  $320,000;  and  Chief  Sullivan  says  the 
property  loss  in  San  Francisco  for  the  whole 
year  was  less  than  $900,000,  including  the 
"multiflagration." 

— According  to  a  press  dispatch,  Mrs.  Kather- 
ine  O'Leary,  the  owner  of  the  alleged  cow 
that  kicked  over  the  coal-oil  lamp  that  started 
the  fire  that  burned  Chicago  and  bui'sted  so 
many  insurance  companies,  in  October,  1871, 
died  last  month,  pi-otesting  to  the  last  that 
her  cow  did  not  kick,  and  that  her  lamp  was 
not  overturned.  The  late  Mrs.  O'Leary  had 
adhered  to  this  denial  through  many  years, 
utterly  regardless  of  universal  report  to  the 
contrary.  But  the  historian  is  not  to  be  thus 
balked.  Mrs.  O'Leary  and  her  cow  will  go 
down  into  history.  Chicago  should  erect  a 
monument  to  them. 


—Does  it  do  any  good  to  "call  names  "  ? 

—Incendiary  fli-es  are  increasing  on  the  Coast. 

—The  Equitable  Life  of  New  York  announces 
that  in  futui-e  no  extra  charge  will  be  made 
on  female  risks. 

—The  Standard  of  Detroit  (Cadman  &  Kittle, 
agents)  recently  paid  a  $5,000  claim  on  a  bicy- 
clist policyholder  who  died  from  the  effects  of 
a  collision. 

—A  German  contemporary,  copying  our  ac- 
count of  the  California  local  who  got  an  under- 
taker's risk  by  promising  to  buy  a  coffin  for 
his  sick  wife,  adds:  "Die  Amerikaner 
verstehen  eben  das  Geschaf t. "    So ! 

— Chas.  McLaren,  of  Liverpool,  Eng.,  man- 
ager of  the  European  department  of  the 
Phfpnix  of  Hartford,  visited  several  Eastern 
cities  last  month,  on  his  way  around  the 
world.  He  took  steamer  at  Vancouver,  B.  C, 
for  Japan  and  China. 

—Some  of  our  exchanges  are  poking  fun  at 
Commissioner  Higgins.  He  should  have  sub- 
mitted his  insurance  report  to  somebody  with 
insurance  experience.  Of  the  forty -nine 
American  insurance  commissioners,  there  are 
just  forty-eight  who  never  were  engaged  in 
the  business  of  insurance,  and  Mr.  Higgins  is 
one  of  the  inexperienced  forty-eight. 

— In  Michigan  the  law  requires  fire  offices  to 
report  premiums  and  losses  in  towns  with 
organized  Are  departments—  and  pay  a  tax 
thereon.  Out  of  135  towns  only  26  escaped 
without  a  loss.  In  one-fifth  of  the  towns — 
that  is,  in  one  town  out  of  every  five  where 
there  were  fires — the  losses  exceeded  the 
premiums.  In  one  town  (Hinckley)  the  insur- 
ance losses  were  $105,215  and  the  premiums 
were  only  $1,632.  A  good  many  towns  must 
contribute  premiums  to  pay  this  great  differ- 
ence. 

—The  Pacific  Mutual  prints  an  attractive  full 
page  ad.  on  page  25  of  our  advertising  depart- 
ment, set  in  unique  type.  Referring  to  it,  the 
reader  can  find  the  salient  points  set  forth, 
to-wit:  the  only  Pacific  Coast  life  company, 
the  officers  names,  the  California  general 
agents,  "organized  in  1868,"  and  "claims  paid 
over  $7,000,000,"  and  a  picture  of  the  home 
office  building.  What  more  need  be  said? 
Herein,  briefly,  is  the  record :  an  old-estab- 
lished office,  millions  of  dollars  paid  in  claims, 
and  a  substantial  eight-story  building,  of 
which  the  company's  business  requires  three 
floors, 
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—The  Massachusetts  Mutual  Life  issues  a 
uew  policy  form. 

— E.  C.  Frost  of  Portland  is  now  workins'  for 
the  Mutual  Benefit  Life. 

—Herbert  Folger  of  the  New  Zealand  agency 
at  Portland  was  in  town  last  month.  Mr. 
Folger  took  an  active  part  in  the  organization 
of  the  Northwest  Insurance  Association. 

—The  Phenix  of  Brooklyn  (Brown,  Craip:  & 
Co.)  has  added  ^329,595  to  its  assets  since  Jan- 
uary I,  and  has  increased  its  reinsurance  re- 
serve $386,450.  These  figures  indicate  a  large 
increase  of  business. 

—The  Milwaukee  Mechanics  (L.  L.  Brom- 
well,  Coast  manager)  increased  assets,  re- 
serve and  net  surplus  during  the  first  half  of 
tlie  year.  The  June  30  figures  are :  Assets, 
$2,111,731;  net  surplus,  $1,097,261. 

—The  Mutual  Life's  new  policy  is  called  the 
"Continuous  Income  Debenture  Policy,"'  and 
is  copyrighted.  The  assured  is  styled  the 
donor  and  the  beneficiary  is  the  donee.  The 
policj-  form  is  copyrighted.  The  plan,  we 
imagine,  will  be  borrowed. 

— San  Francisco  Fire  Losses  for  year  ending 
June  30,  1895.  according  to  the  chief  engineer, 
were  SS49.970,  including  the  June  27  conflagra- 
tion which  Eastern  prints  credited  with  a 
two-million  loss.  The  insurance  on  property 
affected  was  $3,572,047;  insurance  paid,  $415,- 
135- 

— The  semi-annual  statement  of  the  North- 
western Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  Milwaukee 
(Clarence  Smith,  California  manager)  shows 
a  gain  of  $13,650,000  in  insurance  in  force  since 
January  i,  or  nearly  as  much  as  the  gain  in 
the  whole  of  '94.  The  gain  in  surplus  was 
$1,660,000,  and  the  gain  in  assets,  nearly  five 
millions.  This  is  a  remarkably  good  six 
months'  record.  This  great  company  has  now 
over  $78,000,000  assets. 

— Six  Months'  Coast  Fire  Losses.— On  page 
296  we  print  a  table  of  fire  insurance  losses  in 
this  field,  in  the  various  districts,  during  the 
first  half  of  this  year,  as  reported  to  the  Coast 
Review.  The  total,  we  are  happy  to  sa.v,  is 
less  than  for  same  time  last  year.  Losses  in 
California,  both  in  and  out  of  San  Francisco, 
have  increased.  Losses  in  Oregon  have  in- 
creased about  35  per  cent.  Idaho  makes  a  re- 
markably good  showing.  Washington  losses 
are  about  a  third  less.  Losses  have  increased 
in  Utah  and  Nevada.  Montana  losses  are  50 
per  cent.  less. 


—Brooking  &  Hugo,  Pueblo,  Colo.,  have  been 
appointed  agents  of  Preferred  Accident. 

—The  widovv'  of  a  general  agent  offers  for  sale 
bound  volumes  of  the  Coast  Review  for  a 
number  of  years.  This  is  a  rare  .chance.  The 
books  will  be  sold  at  a  bargain.  The  statistics 
are  invaluable. 

—The  Don.— R.  M.  Lorenzo,  alias  De  Ferrer, 
the  organizer  of  several  assessment  schemes 
in  Oakland,  and  for  a  few  weeks  the  publisher 
of  a  so-called  insurance  paper,  is  in  jail  on  a 
charge  of  bigamy. 

—Hello!  San  Francisco  agency!  Have  you 
forgotten  to  attach  the  Coast  Review  insur- 
ance directory  to  your  telephone?  You  will 
find  it  very  convenient.  The  directory  is  cor- 
rected every  mouth. 

—The  Westchester  of  New  York  (D.  A.  Spen- 
cer, general  agent)  makes  a  first-rate  semi- 
annual statement,  showing  large  gains  in  as- 
sets and  net  surplus  since  January  i.  The 
assets  on  July  i  were  $1,987,698,  and  the  net 
surplus  was  $385,628. 

—Deputy  Insurance  Commissioner  Rohrer  will 
in  January  next  have  been  twenty  j'ears  at' 
the  same  desk,  in  the  service  of  the  state 
as  deputy  commissioner.  We  wonder  if  any 
other  insurance  department  in  the  Union  has 
retained  a  deputv  supervisor  as  many  years! 
Probably  not.  Mr.  Rohrer  assumed  the  duties 
of  his  present  position  in  January,  1876,  under 
Commissioner  Mowe. 

—Mrs.  Guy  C.  Phinuey  of  Seattle  has  obtained 
a  verdict  against  the  Mutual  Life  for  $97,012, 
which  she  claimed  was  due  on  a  policy  on  the 
life  of  her  late  husband.  The  deceased  had 
not  paid  his  second  and  third  premiums,  and 
the  company  had  canceled  for  non-payment. 
Phinney,  evidently  under  the  impression  that 
the  policy  had  been  canceled,  the  premiums 
being  unpaid,  let  a  friend  have  the  policy  for 
canvassing  purposes.  Judge  Hauford  in- 
structed the  jury  that  the  company  was  lia- 
ble because  it  had  not  given  the  statutory 
notice  (New  York  statute  under  which  it  was 
chartei-ed) ;  but  if  the  jury  believed  that  the 
IX)licy  had  been  voluntarily  abandoned,  with 
a  full  knowledge  of  his  rights,  it  should  find 
for  defendant.  The  jury  was  out  four  hours. 
The  case  will  be  carried  to  the  United  States 
court  of  appeals.  The  plaintiff's  attorney  was 
in  his  element,  and  he  made  the  mud  fly. 
The  company  was  abused,  and  all  its  assets 
were  treated  as  "surplus"  "  wi-ung  from  the 
public."    The  jay  jury  was  deeply  impressed. 
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—The  Home  Life  reports  the  best  six  months 
in  its  history. 

— Record  of  monthly  expirations,  to  be  pre- 
sented to  customers,  ten  cents,  at  Coast  Re- 
view office. 

—The  Insurance  Agent  says  "fire  insurance 
is  a  lost  art,"  and  it  makes  no  reference  to  the 
Pacific  Coast,  either. 

—The  accident  business  of  the  ^-Etna  Life 
doubled  in  the  first  half  of  '95,  compared  with 
same  period  last  year. 

—The  German  American  (Geo.  H.  Tyson,  gen- 
eral agent)  reports  for  June  30th  $6,300,000 
assets  and  -^,300,000  net  surplus.  Some  .$60,- 
ooo  was  added  to  the  assets,  and  the  net  sur- 
plus increased  about  $450,000. 

—The  Union  Casualty,  according  to  our  ex- 
changes, is  generally  blamed  for  the  demoral- 
ization of  the  plate-glass  business  in  the  East. 
Perhaps,  like  the  apple  woman,  the  U.  C. 
people  think  they  can  afford  to  sell  goods  be- 
low cost  because  they  sell  so  much. 

— An  Australian  subscriber  notified  us  of  a 
change  of  address  by  tearing  the  tab  off,  cor- 
recting it,  and  placing  it  inside  of  a  pamphlet. 
The  correction  was  discovered  several  mouths 
later.  Meantime  the  gentleman  on  the  other 
side  has  been  swearing  at  the  unoffending 
Coast  Review. 

—The  United  States  Casualty  (heir  of  the 
United  States  Mutual  Accident,  deceased) 
presents  a  good  statement,  but  then  so  did 
its  predecessor,  conducted  by  the  same  people, 
which  bursted,  leaving  no  assets  to  .speak  of, 
wherewith  to  pay  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
accident  claims. 

—The  Massachusetts  Mutual  is  issuing  a  new 
twenty-payment  life  ix)licy.  The  provisions 
are  very  liberal.  There  are  no  restrictions  as 
to  travel  or  occupation  or  suicide  after  two 
years.  If  within  two  years  the  insured  com- 
mits suicide,  the  company  will  pay  the  net 
reserve.  Paid  up  and  cash  surrender  values 
are  a  part  of  the  contract. 

— At  the  recent  San  Francisco  conflagration 
a  huge  cask  of  wine  was  drawn  on  to 
protect  the  walls  of  a  winery  from  the  effects 
of  the  intense  heat.  That  was  a  case  where 
the  underwriters  "set  up  the  wine."  A  sim- 
ilar case  occurred  in  a  town  in  the  interior  of 
California  in  1883.  The  wine  cellar  was  saved 
by  the  pumping  of  claret  on  the  burning  build- 
ing, and  the  fight  with  the  flames  was  said  to 
have  been  a  spirited  one. 


— Common  newspaper  heading  in  California 
and  Utah  and  Colorado:  "Fire  Insurance 
Crisis." 

— Next  Year's  Widows  will  appreciate  the 
benefit  of  this  j'ear's  life  insurance  payments. 
James  T.  Phelps. 

— The  court-house  at  Ukiah  was  insured  at  a 
cut  of  60  per  cent. :  and  the  remaining  county 
buildings  at  a  cut  of  50  per  cent.  The  com- 
panies generally  took  a  slice. 

— You  can  see  your  picture  in  a  paper  with  a 
large  circulation — easily,  and  without  cost  to 
you.  How  ?  The  Mutual  Life  prints  in  its 
weekly  bulletin  the  [wrtrait  of  every  man 
who ''takes  the  limit" — who  insures  in  that 
companj'  for  §100,000.  These  portraits  appear 
very  often,  too. 

— A  local  agent  in  Washington  writes:  "I 
make  good  use  of  the  notices  of  my  companies 
appearing  in  the  Coast  Review,  as  you  will 
see  by  enclosed."  The  enclosed  were  cards 
and  ads.  clipped  from  the  local  papers.  This 
local  agent  is  a  live  man,  who  will  never  be 
overlooked  in  his  community. 

— The  New  York  Commercial  Bulletin  refers 
to  the  San  Francisco  conflagration  thus  cheer- 
fully :  "It  seems  beyond  question  that  San 
Francisco  must  sooner  or  later  suffer  a  much 
larger  loss."  This  same  Commercial  Bulletin 
has  been  making  the  same  dismal  prophecy 
for  the  last  ten  years— and  "the  big  fire  has 
not  yet  occurred." 

— Last  j-ear  in  the  United  States  1,823  rail- 
road employes  were  killed,  and  23,422  were  in- 
jured :  324  passengers  were  killed,  and  3.304 
were  injured.  Out  of  every  428  employes  in 
service,  one  was  killed,  and  of  every  33  em- 
ployed one  was  injured.  The  proportion  of 
killed  and  injured  in  the  most  dangerous  ser- 
vice was  about  three  times  as  great. 

— The  Manhattan  Life  issues  an  attractive 
illustrated  quarterly,  made  up  partly  from 
that  sprightly  weekly,  Life,  we  suppose.  It 
is  called  The  Manhattan,  but  the  addition  of 
Life  to  the  title  would  be  peculiarly  appropri- 
ate. The  September  number,  which  is  ex- 
ceedingly good,  contains  a  double-page  draw- 
ing of  the  central  offices  of  the  U.  S.  Weather 
Bureau,  in  the  lofty  tower  of  the  Manhattan 
Life  building— the  highest  office  building  in 
the  world.  In  the  death  claims  recently  paid 
we  note  three  California  policies  for  iSio,ooo 
each,  namely,  Ezekiel  Denman,  Petaluma,  and 
Addison  Martin,  Herman  Bremer  and  Calvin 
W.  Kellogg,  San  Francisco. 
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Directory  of  San  Francisco  Fire  and  Marine 
Insurance  Agencies. 


Tele- 
phone 

5107 
301 


General  Agents  and  Companies. 
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BAILEY,  JAS.  D 

Ins.  Co.  North  America 

BALFOUR.  GUTHRIE  &  CO. 
(Geo.  W.  Speucer,  Manager) 
American,  N.  J. 
Manchester,  Eng. 
Caledonian,  Edinburgh 

BALFOUR,  GUTHRIE  &  CO.   . 
I  A.  H.  Small.  Manager) 
British  &  Foreign  Marine 
Yangtsze.  Shanghai 


BECK,  J.  M 

Fire  Association,  Phila. 


487 
5414 
1843 

684 

1466 

6S0 
19.1 

331 
18£6 


Address. 


BELDEN,  H.  K.    ........ 

Hartford  Fire 

N.  Y.  Underwriters  Agency 


BERTHEAU,  CESAR    .   . 
Germania,  N.  Y'. 
Hanover.  N.  Y. 
United  Firemens,  Phlla. 
Firemens,  Md. 


BOARDMAN,  GEO.  C 

^Etna.  Hartford 

BROMWELL,  L.  L 

Milwaukee  Mechanics,  Wis. 


BROWN,  CRAIG  &  CO.     .   . 
Phenix,  BrooUlyn 
American,  Phila. 
Pennsylvania.  Phila. 
Svea,  Sweden 

BUTLER  &  HALDAN 

Phoenix,  London 
Providence-Washington,  R.  T 


CALLINGHAM,  W.  J.  .  .  .  . 
Scottish  Union,  Edlnliurgh 
Orient,  Hartford 


CATTON,  BELL  &  CO. 
Union,  London 


CHRISTENSEN.  CHAS 

American-Central,  St.  Louis 

St.  Paul 

Pacific.  New  York 


412  Calif. 
333  Calif. 

.316  Calif. 

.308  Pine 
313  Calif. 

210  Sans. 

514  Calif. 
410  Calif. 
407  Montg 

413  Calif. 

420  Calif. 

406  Calif. 
317  Calif. 


CRAIG,  HUGH 

New  Zealand,  Auckland 


DEVLIN,  FRANK  J. 
Atlas,  London 


DICKSON,  ROBT 

Connecticut,  Hartford 
Queen,  New  York 
Royal  Exchange,  London 


DORNIN,  GEO.  D.  .  . 
National,  Hartford 
Springfield,  Mass. 


DRIFFIELD,  V.  C 

Transatlantic.  Hamburg 


Tele- 
phone 


General  Agents  and  Companies. 


313  Calif. 
,309  Sans. 
401  Montg 

409  Calif. 
313  Sans. 


5585 

1991 
128 


1086 
138 

208 


DUTTON,  Wm.  J :   .   . 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Peun.,  Phila. 
Rhode  Island  Underwriters 
Union,  Phila. 


Address. 


DU  VAL,  W.  S 

Continental.  New  York 


FIREMAN'S  FUND  INS.  Co. 
W.  H.  C.  Fowler     


169 


GRANT,  GEO 

London  Assurance,  London 
Northern  Assurance,  London 


GRANT.  TOM  C 

North  British  &  Mercantile 
Greenwich,  N.  Y . 


GUTTE  &  PRANK 

Magdeburg.  Germany 
Wilhelma.  Germany 
National  Marine,  London 
Federal  Marine,  Switzerland 
Associated  Assurance  Co's 

GRANT,  H.  M. .   . 

British  America 
Western,  Toronto 

HARRISON,  WM.  GREER     .   . 
Thames  &  Mersey  Marine 

HAVEN,  CHAS.  D 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe 

HEROLD,  Jk.,  RUDOLPH     .   . 
Hamburg-Bremen 
Niagara,  N.  Y. 

HOME  MUTUAL  INS.  CO.  .   . 


JACOBY.  FRANZ     .    . 
Prussian  National 


JAMES,  N.  T.     ... 
Alliance,  London 


LANDERS,  WM.  J. 
Imperial.  London 
Lion,  London 
Sun,  London 

LATON,  CHAS.  A.  . 
Palatine,  Eng. 


MACDONALD,  WM 

London  &  Lancashire.  Eng. 


MAGILL,  A.  E 

Home,  N.  T. 
Phcenix,  Hartford 

MANN  &  WILSON     . 
Lancashire,  Eng. 
St.  Paul  (Marine) 
La  Fonclere  Marine 
L"  Universe  Marine 


321  Pine 

401  Calif. 
216  Sans. 


.=)01  Montg 


303  Calif. 

423  Calif. 

305  Calif. 
433  Calif. 

415  Calif. 

318  Calif. 
316  Sans. 

416  Calif. 
205  Sans. 

439  Calif. 
315  Montg 
325  Calif. 

323  Calif. 
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General  Agents  and  Companies. 

Address. 

phone 

General  Agents  and  Companies. 

Address. 

538 

MAXWELL,  J.  D 

421  Calif. 

FOWLER,  E.  S 

Preferred  Accident,  N.  Y. 

Mills  Big 

IdM 

MULLINS.  C.  F 

301  Calif 

Commercial  Union,  Eng. 

1666 

GRAY,  JOHN  H.  .   . 

412  Montg 

Washington  Life,  N.  Y. 

1015 

OKELL,  DONNELL  &  CO.    .   . 

411  Calif. 

Patriotic,  Dublin 

HARMON,  Jr.,  A.  K.  P 

Connecticut  Mutual  Life 

Mills  Big 

513B 

POTTKR   ED   E 

508  Calif. 

Franklin,  Phila. 

Williamsburg  City,  N.  Y. 

16C9 

HASKELL,  W.  W 

Travelers,  Hartford 

Mills  Big 

169" 

SPENCER    D.  A 

409  Calif. 

Westchester,  N.  Y. 

1696 

HAWES,  ALEX.  G 

Mills  Big 

SPEYER,  WALTER 

225  Sans. 

New  York  Life,  N.  Y. 

Nortli  German,  Germany 

HOUGHTON,  H.B 

012  Sans 

5811) 

SYZ  &  CO 

410  Calif. 

^tnaLife  (&  accident)  Comi. 

Helvetia  Swiss 

Baloise.  Switzerland 
Swis.s  Marine  Combined. 

LANDERS,  JOHN,     

Manhattan  Life,  N.  Y. 

210  Montg 

TYSON,  GEO.  H 

435  Calif. 

German-Americau,  N.  Y. 

LEAVITT,  W.  C 

Union  Mutual  Life,  Me. 

419  Calif. 

16(56 

TURNER,  GEO.  W 

Northwestern  National  .  .   . 

322  Montg 

169 

MANN  &  WILSON 

Hartford  Steam  Boiler 

323  Calif. 

5577 

VOSS,  CONRAD  &  CO 

AacOien  &  Munich,  Germany 

201  Sans. 

Metropolitan  Plate  Glass, 

Traders.  111. 

53Si 

MAXWELL,  J.  D 

421  Calif. 

Glens  Falls.  N.  Y. 

London  Guarantee  &  Accident 

Frankfurt  Marine 

New  York  Plate  Glass 

Bavarian  Lloyd  Marine 

113 

WATT,  ROLLA  V 

Royal,  Liverpool 
Norwich  Union,  Eng. 

500  Montg 

MUNSELL,  Jr.,  JAS 

Mutual  Benefit  Lite,  N.  J. 

415  Montg 

1015 

OKELL,  DONNELL  &  CO.    .   . 
Employers'  Liability,  London 

PACIFIC  MUTUAL  LIFE,  S.  F. 

411  Calif. 

San  Francisco  Life,  Accident  and  1 

Vliscellan- 

750 

508  Montg 

eous  Agencies. 

621 

699 

PACIFIC  SURETY  CO.,  S.  F.  . 
PARDEE    S    C          

308  Sans. 

Tele- 

General  Agents  uiiil  Companies. 

Address. 

219  Sans. 

phonf 

Fidelity  and  Casualty,  N.  Y. 

PARKER,  C.  T.  M 

Massachusetts  Mutual  Life 

AMERICAN  SURETY  CO.,  N.Y. 

331  Pine 

214  Pine 

ARCHIBALD,  F.  A.     .    . 

303  Calif. 

Union  Central  LiIe,Cmcmnati 

PT?  A  TT    GEO    C                      .... 

405  Montg 

Provident  Savings,  N.  Y. 

5017 

CADMAN  &  KITTLE 

307  Calif. 

Standard  Life  and  Accident 

970 

RIPLEY,  GEO.  H 

Equitable  Life,  N.  Y. 

Crock'rBlg 

195 

CRISTENSEN,  CHAS 

317  Calif. 

Lloyds  Plate  Glass,  N.  Y. 

5161 

SMITH,  CLARENCE  M.     .   .   . 
Northwestern  Mut.,  Milwaukee 

PhelanBlg 

5244 

DUNPHY,  W.  H 

Home  Life,  N.  Y. 

Flood  Big 

1739 

STOLP,  G.  M 

:Crock'rBlg 

1703 

FIELD,  H.  K 

New  England  Mutual  Life 

Mills  Big 

National  Life,  Vt. 

1 

5577 

VOSS,  CONRAD  &  CO.    . 

201  Sans. 

1376 

FORBES  &  SON,  A.  B 

Mutual  Lite,  N.  Y. 

Mutual 
Lite  Big 

Frankfort  Acci.  &  Plate  Glass 
Fidelity  &  Deposit  Co. 
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— Thomas  &  Hayes  is  the  name  of  a  new  firm 
of  agents  at  Visalia,  Cal. 

— Genei-al  Agent  Munsell  is  pushing  the  new 
policy  of  the  Mutual  Benefit  Life^ 

— California  pi-oduces  two-fifths  of  the  gold 
and  one-fiftieth  of  the  silver  of  the  United 
States,  annually. 

— There  are  about  2,000  fire  and  marine  insur- 
ance companies  in  the  United  States,  and  only 
60  regular  life  companies. 

— A  San  Francisco  coffee  merchant  put  in  a 
$10,000  roasting  and  grinding  plant,  and  in- 
sui'ed  it  for  ^3,000.     That  night  it  burned. 

—Philip  S.  Bates  and  Wm.  Church,  Jr.,  of 
Portland,  Or.,  visited  San  Francisco  last  month 
as  the  representatives  of  the  Northwest  Insur- 
ance Association.  They  returned  home  highly 
pleased  with  the  success  of  their  mission. 

— On  page  299  the  reader  will  find  the  Pacific 
Coast  fire  insurance  pi'emium  and  loss  figures 
for  a  series  of  years,  by  states.  Idaho  has 
the  highest  average  loss  experience,  and  Ore- 
gon the  next.  The  California  figures  were 
printed  in  the  February  Coast  Review.  Mon- 
tana, Colorado  and  New  Mexico  figures  will 
appear  later. 

— It  was  a  warm  da.v,  and  a  ^5,000  house  at 
Palermo,  Cal.,  was  very,  very  dry.  It  was 
"ironing  day,"  and  there  was  a  defective  flue : 
and  the  office  that  did  not  get  "on  to"  the 
"elegant  residence  of  C.  A.  Braselton"  is 
duly  thankful.  Moral:  send  the  "ironing"  to 
the  Chinese  laundry  in  hot  weather,  and  let 
the  neighbors  pay  for  the  extra  hazard. 

—The  Continental  Ins.  Co.  (W.  S.  Du  Val. 
Coast  manager)  publishes  a  semi-annual  state- 
ment which  shows  gains  since  January  i,  of 
nearlj'  §100,000  in  assets,  and  §101,000  in  net 
surplus.  The  figures  are  printed  on  a  colored 
page  insert,  this  month.  The  Continental's 
assets  are  now  $6,853,067,  and  its  surplus  to 
policyholders  is  approaching  $3,000,000.  A  7.70 
semi-annual  dividend  has  been  declared. 

—The  National  Life  of  Vermont  (G.  M.  Stolp, 
Pacific  Coast  manager),  reports  a  gain  of  -*5oi,- 
342  in  net  assets  during  the  six  mouths  end- 
ing June  30.  The  insurance  in  force  has  in- 
creased over  three  millions.  The  amount  is 
now  $68,078,701.  From  January  i  to  July  i, 
1895,  3,864  policies,  insuring  §8,294,053,  were 
issued  and  revived.  The  assets  of  the  Na- 
tional Life  are  now  over  eleven  and  a  half 
millions,  with  a  surplus  of  about  one  and  a 
half  million. 


Fire  Protection  Notes. 

^Brooklyn,  N.  Y..  now  has  two  tire  bouts. 

**Granite,  Grant  county.  Ore.,  is  to  have  water- 
works. 

*^Work  has  begun  on  the  new  waterworks  plant  in 
Visalia.  Cal. 

**The  average  cost  of  the  Brooklyn  department  is 
$3,000  per  alarm. 

**A  waterworks  company  has  been  organized  in 
Jacksonville,  Ore. 

**The  average  service  of  a  tire  department  horse  is 
estimated  at  six  years. 

**Fire  hydrants  are  to  be  placed  at  Fifth  and 
Myrtle  streets.  Eureka.  Cal. 

^The  Clarendon  Hall  on  13th  street,  New  York,  was 
saved  recently  by  the  timely  use  of  the  ball  nozzle. 

**Larger  water  mains  at  Grass  Valley,  Cal.,  and 
stronger  pressure,  will  be  reported  in  a  few  weeks. 

**The  adoption  of  the  ball  nozzle  by  the  New  York 
fire  department  confirms  our  judgment  as  to  the 
practicability  of  that  device  as  a  fire  fighter. 

**.Sai,t  Lake  City.— Complaint  is  made  that  the 
fire  department  in  this  Utah  city  has  deteriorated. 
"Unrest"  (political'-)  is  referred  to  by  the  local  " 
prints. 

*^'Romona.  Cal.,  is  considering  a  proposition  from 
an  electric-power  company  to  pump  a  million  gal- 
lons a  day  into  a  stand-pipe  130  feet  above  source, 
for  $350  a  month. 

♦'Commissioner  Wurster  of  the  Brooklyn  fire  de- 
partment is  credited  with  many  reforms:  among 
them,  the  purchase  of  two  water-towers  and  seven 
engines.    This  Wurster  is  sheer  grit. 

♦'New  York  is  following  the  example  of  large 
cities.  The  mayor  has  ordered  the  removal  of 
wooden  awnings.  We  wonder  if  the  firemen  still 
parade  on  holidays  in  that  town,  as  in  Los  Angeles. 

**The  town  of  Tailholt,  according  to  the  Porter- 
ville  (Cal.)  Enterprise,  is  now  supplied  with  water. 
The  reservoir  has  a  capacity  of  5,000  gallons.  A 
thousand  feet  of  piping  has  been  laid,  with  six 
hydrants  for  fire  purposes. 

**The  German  Emperor  has  intimated  that  he  will 
confer  a  Cross  of  Honor  on  members  of  paid  fire 
brigades  in  the  Fatherland  on  completion  of 
25  years'  service.  A  special  decoration  will  be 
awarded  for  exceptional  services. 

GOOD  ACCIDENT    MAN  WANTED. 

A  HUSTLER,  well-known  in  San  Francisco,  is  wanted 
by  a  leading  Life  and  Accident  Insurance  Company 
to  solicit  in  the  City.  To  the  right  man  fine 
office  and  top  commission  will  be  paid. 

-Jrfrfrcss  THE  COAST  REVIEW. 


'The  Coast  %EyiFAV. 


?2i 


**A  newly-appointed  French  mayor  (says  the  Gau- 
loisi  inaugurated  his  regime  by  a  notice  to  the 
following  effect:— '-On  the  feast  of  our  Patron 
Saint,  the  fire  brigade  will  be  reviewed  in  the 
afternoon  if  it  rains  in  the  morning,  and  in  the 
morning  if  it  rains  in  the  afternoon.'' 

**C.  A.  Moore,  of  the  Gridley  (Cal.  i  fire  department, 
says:  "The  engine  ran  one  hour  and  forty-five 
minutes  without  stopping  and  threw  two  good 
streams  all  the  time.  We  saved  part  of  the  adjoin- 
ing building.  It  was  insured  for  $2,000,  and  (he 
adds,  innocently  and  without  a  hint  of  reproof)  the 
owners  settled  for  $650  and  think  they  made  about 
$250  over  the  actual  damage."  Most  honorable 
gentlemen  all ! 

**AriEOna.— The  town  of  Williams  has  had  its  con- 
flagration. Over  twenty  houses  consumed,  a  loss 
of  about  $25,000,  and  many  persons  are  homeless. 
Cause— short  of  water,  -■^n  expenditure  of  $300 
would  have  averted  the  happening.  While  we  are 
not,  perhaps,  short  of  water,  we  ask.  Is  Phoenix 
long  on  proper  appliances,  proper  means,  and  the 
proper  mode  of  insuring  safety  to  the  city  in  case 
of  tire?  We  again  call  attention  to  our  suggestion 
for  a  paid  fire  department.— Phoenix  Gazette. 

**The  Independent ;  Santa  Barbara  fires  have  the 
consideration  to  break  out  when  conditions  favor- 
ing their  spread  or  havoc  are  unpropitious.  Why 
fires  don't  occur  when  a  hot  dry  wind  prevails  must 
be  ascribed  to  the  fact  that  dwellers  of  houses  are 
more  circumspect  then  than  ordinarily.  In  regard 
to  the  eEHcacy  of  our  fire  department,  it  is  on  a  par 
with  all  volunteer  service,  and  is  doing  in  the 
premises  as  much  as  may  reasonably  be  e.xpected. 
In  any  case  oUr  city  does  not  take  kindly  to  fire, 
and  one  after  the  other  the  fire  is  put  out  with  but 
trifling  damages  resulting. 

**In  San  Francisco  the  water  company  has  begun 
to  "thoroughly  main  and  pipe"  south  of  Market 
street.  Every  four  blocks  will  be  surrounded  with 
large  mains  feeding  the  smaller  pipes.  When  the 
Crystal  Spring  water  was  introduced,  a  start  was 
made  on  the  new  system.  At  present  the  net  work 
of  the  main  arterial  pipes  south  of  market  street 
consists  first  of  a  37  and  a  33-inch  pipe  running 
down  Harrison  street.  Ninth  and  Howard  to  Sev- 
enth. Thence  a  30-inch  pipe  conducts  the  water  along 
Howard  street  to  Third,  and  a  24-inch  main  carries 
it  from  Howard  on  Second  street  to  Market.  These 
pipes  are  paralleled  on  Mission  street  by  a  12-ineh 
pipe,  on  Market  street  by  a  22-lnch,  on  Harrison 
street  from  Ninth  to  Third  by  a  12-inch,  on  Ninth 
from  Howard  to  Market  by  a  16-inch,  and  on  Sev- 
enth from  Howard  to  beyond  Tovrnsend  by  another 
i5-inch  pipe.  To  complete  this  system  the  com- 
pany proposes  to  lay  a  set  of  12  and  16-inch  mains. 
The  pipes  in  the  cross  streets  will  connect  with  the 
large  mains.  Chief  Sullivan  thoroughly  approves 
this  plan.  The  Clarendon  Heights  pump,  which 
supplies  the  600-foot  level,  was  put  in  operation  on 
July  2d.  The  pumping  machinery  has  a  daily 
capacity  of  1,000,000  gallons  and  the  tank  contains 
500,000  gallons  in  reserve. 


**Referring  to  the  parading  firemen  in  Los  Angeles, 
and  the  fire  to  which  they  arrived  too  late  to  be  of 
service,  the  Journal  asks.  Is  the  city  liabler  For- 
ty-five minutes  after  the  alarm  w"as  turned  in  "an 
engine,  bedecked  with  flags  and  ribbons,  put  in  an 
appearance,  but  the  house  was  in  ruins,"  The 
chief  drove  to  the  fire,  and  then  drove  back  and 
ordered  an  engine  out  of  the  procession.  If  the  city 
is  not  liable,  perhaps  the  fire  commissioners,  who 
"ordered"  the  participation  in  the  parade,  could 
be  held  liable.  It  might  be  well  to  test  this  ques- 
tion—and then,  again,  it  might  not. 
**San  Franci.sco.— Chief  Sullivan  recommends 
that  the  fire  department  be  reorganized  with  a  fully 
paid  system,  with  the  entire  force  continually  on 
duty.  The  force  should  also  be  increased  to  at 
least  thirt.v-five  steam  fire  engines,  nine  truck  com- 
panies, seven  chemical  engines,  two  water  tower 
companies  and  one  flreboat  company.  A  light- 
draught,  high-power  flreboat  of  good  speed  and 
large  pumping  capacity  should  be  provided  for  the 
protection  ot  the  harbor  front  and  shipping.  The 
latest  Improved  keyless  doors  should  be  placed  on 
the  fire-alarm  boxes  in  the  mercantile  district  as  a 
means  of  saving  much  valuable  time  in  turning  in 
alarms  of  fire.  The  removal  of  all  mains  under  S- 
inch  is  strongly  urged,  as  is  also  the  construction 
of  100  more  underground  cisterns, 
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The  Coast  Review  Manual. 

The  followint:  extracts  from  a  few  of  the  many 
complimentary  letters  give  better  evidence  of  the 
merits  of  the  Manual  than  any  expressions  of  ours: 

Martinez,  Nov.  14.    A  very  valuable  book. 

S.  Blum  &  Bro. 

Ontario.  Cal..  Nov.  18.  An  excellent  work,  and 
useful.  C.  H.  Dyar. 

San  Diego.  Nov.  1.5.    It  is  a  most  excellent  work. 
G.  B.  Grow  &  Co. 

Carson  City,  Nev.,  Nov.  19. 


Olympia.  "Wash.,  Nov.   17. 
infoiTuation. 


It  is  very  useful. 

F.  R.  Hafer. 
Replete  with  useful 
R.  G.  O'Brien. 
Nevada  City,  Cal.,  Nov.  11.    I  am  much  pleased 
with  it.  finding  it  full  of  information,  plainly  given. 

Frank  Power. 
North  Yakima.  Nov.  18.    Contains  a  great  deal  of 
desired  information.  Young  &  Spinning. 

Aberdeen,  Sept.  9.  It  is  a  great  help  to  us  in 
learning  the  working  of  your  company  and  in  rat- 
ing different  risks.  Wilcox  »&  Mack. 

Redding,  Oct.  2.  It  is  all  that  is  claimed  for  it, 
and  will  prove  of  material  benefit  to  agents. 

A.  L.  Veuve. 
L.0S  Angeles.  Sept.  27.    I  have  re-read  it  with 
much  profit  to  myself.    It  will  save  me  many  a  mis- 
lake  and  much  trouble,  since  it  gives  information 
on  points  I  have  always  been  in  doubt  about. 

.Alf.  Todhunter. 


The  Coast  Review  Cancellation  Table. 

A  Gke.vt   L.iiioK-S.vvEit  —  Send  for  .\  T.vble. 

A  good  many  of  qui-  readers  have  seen  it,  for 
half  the  ofliees  in  San  Franciseo  have  bought 
copies  and  sent  them  to  their  agents. 

It  is  copyrighted. 

It  is  the  simplest  table  yet  devised.  "Too 
simple."'  said  onemanager vvhodid  not  buy  any. 

You  glance  at  table,  find  day  of  month,  see 
opposite  the  day  of  year,  deduct  the  days  old 
it  was  issued,  turn  to  the  answer-number — vou 
can't  help  but  find  it,  since  it  is  in  numerical 
order — multiply  b.v  the  multiplier  on  the  right, 
and  then  you  have  the  earned  premium. 

The  slight  fractional  advantage,  when  any 
exists,  is  of  course  in  favor  of  the  company ; 
and  that  is  one  reason  it  ought  to  present  the 
local  agent  with  this  labok-saveu. 


CoMi'LAiNT  has  been  made  of  the  number  of 
insurance  journals.  There  are  a  good  many,  it 
is  true,  but  they  have  not  increased  faster 
than  the  insurance  business.  If  there  are  too 
many,  it  is  the  fault  of  the  insurance  manager,s 
who  advertise  without  regard  to  the  merit  of 
the  journal  or  the  services  it  renders  to  the 
interests  of  underwriting.  There  would  also 
be  fewer  journals  if  bright  young  men  who 
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start  them  would  buy  some  of  those  already 
started.  Here  is  an  opportunity  for  the  next 
ambition-moved  aspirant.  The  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Insurance  and  Commercial  Mag- 
azine of  New  York  announces  that  as  he  is 
f?rowing  old  he  is  i-eady  to  sell  his  journal  for 

$100,000. 

Digest  of  Recent  Insurance  Decisions. 

FIRE. 

Hiirtfiinl  Fire  Inx.  Cii.  r.  Ktiw.  Ala.  S.  C,  17  S. 

R.  -,(17. 

TIME  OF    M.\KIN'li    C^ONTKACT. 

An  application  for  insurance,  dated  Septem- 
ber nth,  for  one  year  from  September  12th, 
stated  the  amount  and  the  rate,  and  described 
the  property.  The  agent,  who  might  have 
accepted  or  rejected  the  application,  referred 
it  to  the  company,  which  accepted  it  on  the 
19th.  Ou  the  22d  the  agent  sent  the  applicant 
a  policy  commencing  that  day.  The  premises 
had  been  burned  on  the  21st,  w-hich  was  un- 
known to  the  agent.  Held,  that  the  company 
was  liable  on  the  contract   completed   on    the 

iqth. 

o        o 
o 

DaiU^  r.   Guardian  Assurance  Co.^  N.   V.  S.  C, 
■34  N.  r.  Siipp.  .J.JS. 

IXTEHKll'TlNi:    ,V1'1'H\ISEMEXT. 

Where  the  appraiser  employed  by  the  com- 
pany suggested  to  the  appraiser  employed  by 
the  insured  that  by  a  low  appraisement  they 
might  get  other  work  from  the  company,  the 
insured  is  justified  in  refusing  to  allow  them 
to  proceed  with  the  appraisement. 

DVEK-ESTIM.VTE   OK    n.\>H(iE.S. 

The  fact  that  the  insured  estimated  his 
damages  at  $2,154,  while  the' damages  were 
assessed  by  a  jury  at  $1,000,  does  not  show 
that  he  falsely  overestimated  it. 

o        o 
o 

Ciiinnicrdal   Iii».  Co.  v.  Frirdlandcr,  III.  S.  ('..  41 
N.  W.  R.  183. 

OVEKVALUATION. 

The  mere  fact  that  the  insured,  in  his 
proofs  of  loss,  valued  the  property  destroyed 
at  $9,840,  while  .the  i-eal  loss,  as  found  by  the 
jury,  was  only  $1,277,  does  not  establish  a 
fraudulent  overvaluation. 

AI'PKAISEMEXT. 

Where  the  insured  refuses  to  enter  into 
arbitration,  but  agrees  to  the  appointment  of 
persons  to  appraise  the  property  remaining 
after  the  fire,  such  appraisal  does  not  deprive 
the  insured,  in  an  action  on  the  policy,  of  the 


right  to  introduce   evidence  of  the  quantity, 
quality,  and  value  of  the  pi-operty  insured. 

The  jury  cannot,  in  estimating  the  amount 
of  the  loss,  consider  the  amount  for  which  the 
insured  sold  the  policy  after  the  loss. 


.Eliui    Iiix.   Ci.  v.  Hiilciimh.  Tex.  C.  A.  C,  31    S. 
II-.  R.  KISG. 

MOKTGAGEl>    I'KOl'EKTY. 

A  policy  issued  without  a  written  applica- 
tion contained  a  clause  that  the  policy  should 
be  void  if  the  subject  of  the  insurance  was 
mortgaged  personal  property.  The  agent  who 
examined  the  property  made  no  inquiry 
whether  it  was  mortgaged.  The  insured, 
who  acted  in  good  faith,  paid  the  premium, 
on  learning  from  the  agent  that  the  policy 
had  been  left  at  a  bank  which  held  a  mortg- 
age ou  the  property.  The  agent  did  not  know 
of  the  mortgage,  nor  the  insured  of  the  clause 
avoiding  the  policy.  The  mortgage  was  regis- 
tered, and  under  Sayles'  Civ.  St.  art.  3,  igo, 
§  7,  all  persons  were  charged  with  notice 
thereof.  Held,  that  the  company  waived  the 
defense  of  forfeiture  on  the  ground  that  the 
property  was  mortgaged  when  the  policy 
issued. 

o         o 
o 

Hiniai^er  Fire  Iiik.  C".  v.  Slwadcr,  Te.r.  t\  A.  I\, 
■II  .s'.   IT'.  R.  11(10. 

I'AliTXEUSUIl' — IXSIKABLE  IXTEKEST. 

Where  the  owner  of  a  stock  of  goods  forms 
a  partnership  with  another,  and  sells  him  one- 
half  interest  in  the  goods,  to  be  paid  by  note, 
the  note  to  be  paid  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
business,  the  other  acquires  an  insurable  in- 
terest in  the  goods,  though  through  inadvert- 
ence he  never  signed  the  note. 

An  equitable  title  meets  the  requirement 
that  the  interest  of  the  assured  is  the  entire, 
unconditional  and  sole  ownership. 

IHSBAXI)    AX1>   WIFE. 

Personal  property,  bought  by  the  husband, 
though  entered  uixm  the  records  in  the  name 
of  his  wife,  becomes  community  property,  and 
is  subject  to  the  disposition  of  the  husband, 
unless  there  was  an  intention  to  make  it  her 
separate  property. 

MIST  TENDEU    HACK   THE  PUE.MUM. 

When  the  premium  on  a  policy  is  received 
by  the  companj-,  if  it  wishes  to  avoid  the  con- 
tract it  should,  on  discovery  that  the  agent 
who  procured  and  signed  the  policy  was  also 
the  beneficiary,  repudiate  his  act  as  agent, 
and  tender  back  the  pi'emium. 
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Home  F.  /ll^.  Cii.  V.  Falliin,  yeh.  S.  C.,63  y.  ir. 
R.  seo. 

MISSTATEMENT   HY    AGENT. 

A  company  is  liable  on  its  policy  issued  on 
a  written  application  misstating  the  facts, 
where  such  misstatements  were  written  in 
the  application  by  the  company's  agent,  the 
insured  having  correctly  stated  the  facts  and 
acted  otherwise  in  good  faith,  not  consenting 
to  or  knowing  of  the  misstatement. 

CLAfSE  UMITINO    ACTION. 

Where  a  company,  either  before  suit 
brought  or  by  answer  in  the  action,  denies 
that  the  policy  was  in  force  when  the  loss 
occurred,  it  cannot  avail  itself  of  a  provision 
in  the  policy  that  no  action  shall  be  brought 
until  60  days  after  receipt  of  proofs  of  loss 
and  adjustment. 

o      o 

o 

Allen  1".  ililwankec  Mechanics  Iiix.  ('».,  .1/ic/i.  S. 
C,  64  N.  W.  B.  15. 

ADJUSTEK — INVEXTOKY. 

.  An  insurance  adjuster,  by  telling  assured 
that  as  to  her  household  furniture  everything 
was  satisfactory,  but  that  he  wanted  to  get 
bills  as  far  as  possible  of  her  store  goods,  and 
that  as  soon  as  she  notified  him  about  getting 
things  ready  he  would  meet  her,  did  not 
waive  conditions  in  the  policy  requiring  as- 
sured to  malie  and  keep  an  inventory  of  her 
stock,  and  in  case  of  Are  to  furnish  certain 
proofs  of  loss,  where,  long  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  for  filing  proofs,  assured  was 
notified  that  the  company  would  insist  on  the 
performance  of  the  terms  of  the  policy,  and 
she  sued  on  the  policy  several  months  before 
the  time  for  filing  the  proofs  had  expired. 

o        o 
o 

N.  H.  B.  &  L.  Ass'n  v.  DweUinu  nmise  Ins.  Cik, 

Mich.  S.  C..e4N.  W.  R.  21. 

Al'I'RAISEMENT— PHECEDENT  TO   ACTION. 

Under  a  policy  providing  that  in  case  of  dis- 
agreement as  to  amount  of  loss  it  shall  be  as- 
certained by  appraisers,  and  their  award  shall 
be  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  amount ;  that 
loss  shall  be  payable  60  days  after  notice  and 
proof  of  loss,  including  an  award  by  appraisers 
"when  appraisal  has  been  I'equired";  that 
no  action  on  the  policy  can  be  sustained  till 
full  compliance  by  insured  with  all  the  fore- 
going requirements,  nor  unless  commenced 
within  12  months  after  loss, — an  appraisal  is  a 
condition  precedent  to  suit  only  where  it  has 
been  demanded,  and  not  having  been  de- 
manded for  eight   months,   though  proofs  of 


loss   have    been   duly   made,    action    may    be 

brought. 

o       o 

o 

Fire  Ans^n  r.  Lnninij  et  (il.  Tec.  C.  A.  C,  :)t   S. 
W.  E.  (ISI. 

IN    FIRM    NA.ME. 

The  fact  that  a  policy  on  property  formerly 
owned  by  a  firm  was  issued  in  the  name  of 
such  firm,  after  its  dissolution  by  the  death 
of  one  of  the  members  thereof,  does  not  in- 
validate the  policy ;  the  agent  who  procured 
the  policy  and  countersigned  it  knowing  the 
circumstances,  and  no  application  or  represen- 
tation being  made  in  order  to  procure  the  pol- 
icy, which  was  merely  a  i-enewal  of  one  issued 
to  the  firm. 

The  fact  that  after  the  death  of  a  member 
of  a  firm  the  survivors  sue  on  a  policy  of  in- 
surance in  favor  of  the  firm,  as  surviving 
partners,  instead  of  as  individuals,  one  of 
them  also  suing  as  administrator  of  the  de- 
ceased partner,  does  not  prevent  a  recovery, 
o 

o         o 

Manchester  Fire  Assurance  Cn.  r.  Kocrnrr,  Tnii. 
A.  C,  40  JV.  E.  It.  mil. 

OWNEKSIIIP — WAIVER. 

The  insurance  of  a  policy  to  "K.  and  Z.  and 
P.  Z.,"  on  a  building  and  meivhandise,  with 
knowledge  by  the  agent  that  K.  and  Z.  own 
the  building,  and  P.  Z.  alone  the  goods,  is.  a 
waiver  of  the  provision  in  such  policy  provid- 
ing for  a  forfeiture  "if  the  interest  of  the  in- 
sured be  other  than  unconditional  and  sole 
ownership.'' 

Such  policy  constituted  separate  contracts 
of  insurance, — one  with  K.  and  Z. ,  and  the 
other  with  P.  Z. ;  and  an  assignment  of  the 
policy  by  the  latter  only  included  his  interest 
in  the  goods. 

A  FPRAISE.MENT— WAIVER. 

In  an  action  on  a  jxilicy  providing  that,  in 
case  of  disagreement  as  to  the  loss,  it  should 
be  ascertained  by  appraisers,  and  that  no 
action  should  be  maintained  until  after  full 
compliance  with  the  policy,  it  appeared  that, 
the  appraisers  having  failed  to  agree,  the 
company  adjusted  the  loss,  and  requested 
plaintifEs  to  make  proof  thereof  in  such 
amount,  which  request  was  complied  with. 
Held  a  waiver  by  the  company  of  the  provis- 
ions for  appraisal. 

BUILDING  AND   MERCHANDISE. 

A  company  issued  a  policy  to  "K.  and  Z. 
and  P.  Z.,"  on  a  building  and  merchandise, 
with  knowledge  by  the  agent  that  both  par- 
ties owned  the  building,  and  P.  Z.  alone   the 
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meivhandise,  and  the  assipuee  of  P.  Z."s  in- 
terest in  tlie  sroods  broug'ht  suit  on  the  polii'y, 
mailing  K.  and  Z.  defendants,  the  latter  til- 
ing an  answer  in  which  they  asked  that  their 
rig-hts  be  protected.  Held  that,  such  defend- 
ants having  filed  no  counterclaim  or  cross 
complaiut,  the  judgment  did  not  conclude 
them  from  subsequently  suing  the  company  to 
recover  for  loss  on  the  building. 

o       o 
o 

.Etna  Ins.   Co.   v.  Narman,  Ind.  A.  ('.,  40  i\'.  K. 

R.  mo. 

W.\IU(AXTV    IX    A1>I"LIC.4T1()X. 

In  an  application  for  insurance,  containing 
at  its  close  a  clause  that  "applicant  warrants 
*  *  *  that  the  foregoing  is  a  full  and  true 
exposition  of  all  the  facts  and  circumstances, 
conditions,  situations,  and  value  of  and  title 
to  the  property  to  be  insured,  and  is  offered 
as  a  basis  of  the  insurance  requested,  and  is 
made  a  special  warranty,"  the  answer  "Yes" 
to  the  question,  "Do  you  agree  to  keep  mer- 
chandise and  cash  accounts:'"  is  a  mere  rep- 
resentation, and  not  a  warranty. 

C'n.\X(iK  OF    RISK. 

In  an  action  on  a  policy  insuring  a  stock  of 
drugs,  averments  in  the  answer  that  the  in- 
sured changed  his  business,  in  that  he  con- 
ducted the  business  of  selling  liquors  without 
a  license,  "and  caused  the  risk  to  be  changed 
from  hazard  to  extra  hazard,"  does  not  aver 
that  the  risk  was  increased  by  the  change  in 
business. 

In  an  action  on  a  policy  insuring  the  stock 
of  a  drug  store,  providing  that,  if  the  hazard 
be  increased  by  the  insured,  the  policy  should 
be  void,  an  averment  in  the  answer  that  the 
insured  changed  his  business-by  illegally  sell- 
ing liquors,  and  that  by  reason  of  said  change, 
the  risic  became  more  hazardous,  is  sufficient- 
ly broad  to  constitute  a  defense  to  the  action. 

o        o 
o 

(jainn  c.  riuiii.i-  Ins.  Ca.  Tci:  <;.  A.  C,  :U  S.  11'. 

H.  r,e<',. 

ADDITIOXAI.    IX.SIKAXCE. 

The  insured  is  presumed  to  know  the  con- 
tents of  his  policy,  and  its  conditions  are 
obligatory  upon  him. 

Failure  to  disclose  other  insurance  or  a 
mortgage  incumbrance,  of  which  the  insurer 
had  no  knowledge,  as  required  by  the  policy, 
will  prevent  recovery  for  a  loss. 

EFFECT  OF   MOKTGAGEE's   CLAUSE. 

Though,  to  a  policy  issued  to  and  paid  for  by 
plaintiff,  there  is  attached  a  memorandum  re- 


citing that  the  loss,  if  any.  is  payable  to  the 
mortgagee,  as  his  interest  may  appear,  there 
is  such  an  insurance  of  plaintiff's  interest  as 
to  cause  a  breach  of  a  condition  in  another  ix)l- 
icy  issued  to  him,  against  additional  insur- 
ance. 

*  *  * 

LIFE. 

Mutual   Life   Ins.  Ci>.  v.  linker,  Te.c.  C.  A.  C..  31 

S.  Tr.  H.  IdTi. 

BKEACU    (IF    WAKKAXTY. 

Where  an  application  for  insurance  contains, 
under  a  heading  "Family  Recoi-d  of  the  Ap- 
plicant," a  tabulated  form  to  be  filled  out, 
containing  a  column  for  brothers,  "living" 
and  "dead,"  a  failure  of  the  applicant  to 
state,  in  the  "dead"  column,  the  name  of  a 
brother  who  was  born  and  died  before  he  was 
himself  born,  and  of  whom  he  had  no  knowl- 
edge, is  not  a  breach  of  warranty. 


Tmi^eleis  Ins.   ('d.   v.  Hcalc)/,  y.  1"  .s'.  ('.,  .J.V  X 

r.  Supi).  ail. 

ASSKiXMEXT. 

Where  a  policy  payable  to.  the  wife  of  the 
insured,  or,  in  case  of  her  death  before  the  in- 
sured, to  their  children,  provides  that  it  can- 
not be  assigned  except  in  writing,  a  mere  de- 
livery thereof  by  tbe  husband  and  wife,  to 
.secure  a  joint  note  executed  by  them,  does 
not  operate  as  an  assignment  of  the  jwlicy, 
but  is  only  a  pledge  of  the  wife's  contingent 
interest  therein. 

IXTEliI'LEADEH. 

Where  several  persons  assert  claims  to  a 
policy  which  by  its  terms  is  for  the  benefit  of 
one  of  the  sevei'al  persons  named,  according 
to  survivorship,  the  insurer  cannot  maintain 
an  ai'tion  of  interpleader  against  such  persons. 
*  *  * 

ACf/DEXr. 
A  provision,  in  a  policy,  that  it  shall  not 
cover  an  accident  occurring  while  the  insured 
was  violating  law,  does  not  apply  where  the 
insured  was  injured  on  Sunday,  while  at  a 
friend's,  after  hunting,  though  hunting  on 
Sunda.v  is  prohibited  by  Code,  §  4072. 

o        o 
o 

Meadows  v.  I'aeiflr  Mut.  Life  Ins.  Co.,  Mn.  S.  C, 

31  s.  ir.  n.  5TS. 

BtHDEX    OF   PUOOFS. 

In  an  action  on  a  policy  insuring  against 
death  by  such  accidental  injuries  as  shall  be 
visible  on  the  body,  where  it  Is  shown  that 
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deceased  was  found  mangled  on  a  railroad 
track,  without  any  evidence  as  to  how  the 
aci'ident  occurred,  the  burden  is  ou  defendant 
to  show  that  death  resulted  from  a  violation 
of  some  condition  of  the  policy. 

THE    ROADBED. 

A  space  of  lo  feet  between  railroad  tracks 
is  not  the  '-roadbed,"  within  a  policy  of  ac- 
cident insurance  which  provides  that  it  does 
not  cover  accidents  on  "a  railroad  bridye. 
trestle,  or  roadbed." 


Thames  &  Mersey  Marine  Insurance  Companj'. 
This  n-reat  British  marine  office  reports 
p-reatly  increased  assets  and  a  large  gain  in 
net  sui'plus.  The  anuual  statement  shows  the 
possession  of  .*6,823.,^64  assets,  a  gain  of  S223.- 
000  in  the  year;  and  *4,4S6.Soo  net  surplus,  a 
gain  of  over  a  half  a  million.  These  figures 
place  the  Thames  &  Mersey  in  the  front  rank 
with  the  three  leading  marine  ofBces  of  the 
world.  The  premiums  ou  business  written 
during  the  year  also  advanced  from  .*;i,584.g6o 
,to  $1,719,995.  The  Thames  &  Mersey  Marine, 
with  its  five  and  a  half  millions  of  surplus  as 
regards  policyholders,  is  certainly  in  a  position 
to  command  the  fine  class  of  business  whii'h 
•yields  it  hand.some  pi-oflts.  This  Liverpool 
office  has  done  a  good  paying  business  on  this 
Coast  under  the  management  of  Wm.  Greer 
Harrison. 


Important  Cancellation  Decision. 

Cni.nv  V.  Ceo.411  R.^PtDS  Ins.  Co.,  Iow.\  Supheme 
CotiHT— Assignment— The  Insuked  Must  Re- 
quest TO  CANCEL. 

The  defendaTit  company  issued  to  one  Mur- 
ray two  policies  for  five  years,  with  provisions 
against  other  insurance,  and  for  cancellation 
at  pleasui-e.  Wishing  to  insure  in  another 
company,  M.  assigned  his  claim  to  the  un- 
earned premium  to  the  plaintiff,  the  agent  of 
the  said  other  company.  The  policies  were 
delivered  to  the  plaintiff  agent  C,  with  an 
endorsement  on  each  in  these  words : 

•'For  value  received  I  hereby  assign  to  C.  H.  C 
the  unearned  premitim  under  this  policy,  also 
this  policy  tor  cancellation,  and  authorize  him  to 
collect  such  vmauthorized  premium." 

Eight  days  later  plaintiff  C.  tendered  the 
policies  to  defendant  company  for  cancella- 
tion, but  as  a  dispute  arose  as  to  the  amount 
of  the  unearned  premium,  the  policies  were 
returned  to  the  plaintiff  without  cancellation, 
and  this  action  was  brought  to  enforce  the 
payment  of  the  amount  claimed. 


Defendant  contended  that  the  policies  were 
not  cancelled,  and  denied  that  cancellation 
was  demanded  by  anyone  having  a  right  to 
demand  it,  and  insisted  that  there  was  noth- 
ing left  to  cancel. 

THE    IOWA    SUPREME    COURT    DECISION. 

"Did  the  election  of  the  assured  Murra.v, 
on  July  13,  1883,  to  cancel  said  policy,  as 
evidenced  by  his  written  assignment  to  plain- 
tiff of  that  date,  have  the  effect  to  terminate 
the  coutract  of  indemnity  contained  in  said 
policy,  and  create  a  liability  on  the  part  of 
the  defendant  to  pay  said  Murray  the  portion 
of  unearned  premium  due  upon  cancellation, 
no  notice  being  given  by  defendant  of  .such 
election  by  Murray,  and  no  request  being 
made  by  him  of  defendant  to  cancel  same. 

"Was  the  contract  of  indemnity,  evidenced 
by  said  jxilicy,  in  force  up  to  the  time  plaintiff 
demanded  cancellation,  on  July  21,  1883,  or 
had  it  been  previously  terminated  by  viola- 
tion of  its  conditions  on  the  part  of  Murray." 

We  will  consider,  first,  the  effect  of  obtain- 
ing the  Phenix  insurance.  It  is  not  denied 
by  plaintiff,  and  could  not  be  properly,  that 
if  the  Phenix  insurance  was  obtained  before 
the  virtual  cancellation  of  the  policies  in  the 
defendant  company,  these  policies  would  be 
avoided  by  Murray's  act  in  violating  their 
condition,  and  there  would  be  nothing  left  to 
I'ancel,  and  no  claim  would  accrue  for  unearned 
premiums. 

The  plaintiff's  theory  is  that  the  cancella- 
tion took  place  at  or  before  the  time  of  obtain- 
ing the  Phenix  insurance,  to-wit,  at  the  time 
of  the  delivery  of  the  policies  to  the  plaintiff 
with  the  endorsement  thereon  set  out  above. 
If  this  is  so,  then  it  might  be  conceded  that 
the  obtaining  of  the  Phenix  insurance  was 
not  a  violation  of  the  policies,  and  would  not 
prevent  the  plaintiff  from  recovering,  if  he 
should  appear  to  be  otherwise  entitled  to 
recover. 

THE    ASSIGNMENT. 

We  come,  then,  to  the  question  as  to  the 
effect  of  delivering  the  policies  to  the  plain- 
tiff, with  the  endorsement  thereon  purporting 
to  be  an  assignment  of  the  policies  to  the 
plaintiff'.  Was  this  act  virtually  a  cancella- 
tion! We  state  the  question  a  little  differ- 
ently from  what  the  court  did,  because  we 
think  that  this  is  what  the  court  meant,  and 
because  our  statement  is  less  ambiguous,  and 
not  less  favorable  to  the  plaintiff.  The  as- 
signment, as  we  have  seen,  purfxjrts  to  be  an 
assignment  "for  cancellation."  What  pre- 
cisely  the   assignor's    idea  was  we   do   not 
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know.  The  policy  is  a  contract  of  indemnity. 
The  effect  of  an  assignment,  if  it  had  any 
validity,  should  be  to  transfer  the  contract, 
and  give  the  assignee  the  right  to  the  indem- 
nity. It  is  difficult  to  conceive^  how  there 
could  be  a  valid  assignment  which  would  do 
less  than  that.  Yet  the  plaintiff  contends 
that  the  assignment  of  the  contract  should  be 
held  to  have  been  intended  to  have  the  extra- 
ordinary effect  of  terminating  the  contract 
as  a  contract  of  indemnity.  We  are  unable  to 
see  how  we  could  properly  give  the  word 
"assignment"  such  force  as  that.  In  one 
way,  it  is  true,  an  assignment  of  a  policy 
might  have  the  effect  of  terminating  it.  This 
would  be  so  where  it  so  provided.  The  assign- 
ment would  operate  virtually  as  a  forfeiture. 
As  in  this  case  an  assignment  was  prohibited, 
perhaps  an  attempted  assignment  should  be 
held  to  be  a  forfeiture.  But  we  do  not  deter- 
mine this.  What  we  hold  is  that,  unless  the 
assignment  operated  as  a  forfeiture,  it  would 
not  terminate  the  policy  as  a  contract  of  in- 
demnity. It  would  either  be  void  or  carry 
the  policy  for  all  there  is  in  it.  Any  other 
view  of  the  word  assignment  would  involve 
an  unjustifiable  departure  from  its  plain 
meaning. 

CANCELLATION. 

But  there  is  another  view  which  leads  also 
to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  nothing  done 
by  Murray  at  the  time  of  the  alleged  assign- 
ment which  operated  to  cancel  the  policies. 
Cancellation  of  a  policy  is  something  to  be 
done  by  the  company.  This  will  appear  from 
an  examination  of  the  statute  which  provides 
for  cancellation.  No  insurance  companj'  can 
do  business  in  this  state  whose  form  of  polic.v 
in  use  "does  not  provide  for  the  cancellation 
of  the  same  at  the  request  of  the  insured  up- 
on equitable  terms."  McClain's,  298.  This 
is  the  only  pi'ovision  on  the  subject. 

Now,  while  the  policies  did  not  expressly 
provide  the  mode  of  cancellation,  it  is  to  be 
presumed  that  the  intention  was  that  the 
provision  should  be  in  compliance  with  the 
statute,  and  that  the  mode  should  be  that 
pi-ovided  by  the  statute.  It  is  the  company, 
then,  that  is  to  make  the  cancellation.  The 
company  should  be  allowed  to  know  what 
risks  it  is  carrying.  It  should  be  allowed  to 
take  up  a  canceled  policy,  and  make  the  proper 
entry  upon  its  books.  No  insurance  company 
could  do  business  long  without  having  the 
means  of  proving  its  rights,  and  of  disproving 
falsely  alleged  liabilities. 

It  may  be  conceded  that  a  request  by  the 
insured  to  the  company  to  cancel,  though  not 


complied  with,  would  be  treated  by  the  courts 
as  equivalent  to  cancellation,  so  far  as  the 
rights  of  the  insured  might  be  concerned. 
But  we  cannot  hold  that  the  request  can  be 
dispensed  with.  We  do  not  forget  that  in 
the  case  at  bar  there,  was  a  request  made  to 
cancel.  But  it  was  not  made  by  the  insured 
as  the  statute  provides.  It  was  made  by  the 
plaintiff.  It  is  probably  true  that  the  insured 
might  make  such  request  through  an  agent. 
But  the  plaintiff  did  not  claim  to  act  as  Mur- 
ray's agent,  nor  would  his  case  be  better  if 
he  had ;  because,  before  he  requested  cancel- 
lation, the  Phenix  insurance  had  been  ob- 
tained, and  the  obtaining  of  that  insurance 
must  be  deemed  fatal  to  the  plaintiff's  right 
of  recovery,  unless  he  can  maintain  his  propo- 
sition that  Murray'' s  mere  election  to  cancel 
operates  as  a  cancellation  ;  and  we  hold  that 
such  proposition  is  not  sound. 

In  answer  to  the  first  question,  we  have  to 
say,  that  we  do  not  think  the  election  made 
by  Murray,  July  1-5,  1883,  to  canc.el,  created  a 
liabilitj'  to  pay  Murray  unearned  premiums. 
In  answer  to  the  other  question,  we  have  to 
say,  that  we  think  that  before  July  21,  1883, 
the  policies  had  been  avoided,  by  a  violation  of 
their  conditions  by  'Muri-ay  in  obtaining  the 
Phenix  insurance. 


Consumption  and  Cancek.— Secretary  Hud- 
son of  the  Scottish  Metropolitan  says  the 
doctrine  of  heredity  of  disease  is  at  best  only 
an  assumption.  Consumption,  he  writes,  if 
hereditary  would  be  increasing  with  the  in- 
crease of  population,  whereas  in  the  last 
thirt.v  years  consumption  has  decreased  forty 
per  cent.  Where  the  child  has  never  been 
subject  to  the  environments  of  its  consumptive 
parent  it  is  reasonable  to  hold  that  the  child 
has  its  normal  chance  of  expectation  of  life. 
The  unhealthy  environment  that  induces  a 
weakness  of  tissue,  and  makes  a  congenial 
soil  for  cancer  in  the  parent,  equally  affects 
the  child. 

New  Fnblications. 

Reports:  Minnesota  Life,  C.  H.  Smith,  Commis- 
sioner.   Illinois  Life.  B.  Durtee,  Supt. 

Limited  Flexible  Premium  Plan:  O.  S.  Chap- 
man, Minneapolis. 

The  Surveyor's  Insurance  Directory  of  New  York 
and  New  Jersey:  Hall  &  Roberts,  58  William  St., 
New  York:  price  one  dollar:   300  pages. 

Insurance  Directory  New  York,  Brooklyn  and 
suburban  towns:  Insurance  Record,  New  York 
city:  price  25  cents.  Agents,  companies,  tire  pro- 
tection, etc. 
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Hard  on  the  Union  Casnalty. 

Supt.  Durfee  of  the  Illinois  insurance  depart- 
ment says  of  employei's'  liability  contracts: 

"There  is  a  contingent  liability  under  such 
contracts  that  can  only  be  terminated  by  the 
statutes  of  limitation  of  the  several  states, 
and  those  statutes  vary,  running  from  live  or 
six  years  to  ten  years.  Recent  failures  among 
this  class  of  companies  demonstrate  the  neces- 
sity of  raising  the  standard  of  reinsurance  re- 
serve. ■ ' 

We  quote  this  as  applicable  to  the  Union  Cas- 
ualty of  St.  Louis,  which  derives  half  of  its 
premium  income  from  emplo.vers'  liability  busi- 
ness, written  largely  or  wholly  at  cut  rates. 
In  the  company's  statement  the  liability  under 
these  contracts  is  put  down  at  fifty  per  cent, 
of  the  premiums  on  business  in  force,  or -?i46,6i9 
altogether.  The  contingent  liability  is  not 
included  in  this  sum.  If  the  standard  of  rein- 
surance reserve  were  raised,  as  recommended 
by  Mr.  Durfee  and  other  insurance  superin- 
tendents, in  order  to  cover  this  contingent 
liability  involved  in  possible  litigation  and  the 
statutes  of  limitation,  we  very  much  fear  that 
the  Union  Casualty's  S56.474  net  surplus  would 
disappear.  The  suggested  plan  of  reserving 
all  of  the  first  year's  premiums  would  impair 
the  capital  stock.  The  question  for  policyhold- 
ers to  consider  is  whether  this  assumed  net 
surplus — it  is  assumed,  though  legal — really 
covers  the  contingent  liability. 

There  is  still  another  view  to  take  of  this 
matter.  The  Union  Casualty  is  a  rate-cutter. 
Muchor  all  of  itsemjjloyment  liability  business 
has  been  written  at  cut  rates — two-thirds  to 
a  half  of  the  rates  deemed  adequate  by  exper- 
ienced companies.  Could  the  company  find  a 
reinsurer  for  the  reserve  of  fifty  per  cent,  of 
the  premiums !  That  is  the  test.  Written  at 
the  usual  rates  the  unearned  portion  would  be 
about  §200,000  instead  of  -?i46.6ig.  Measured 
by  the  standard  of  the  companies  which  write 
at  adequate  rates  the  reinsurance  liability  of 
the  Union  Casualty  would  certainly  be  much 
larger  than  the  amount  with  which  the  com- 
pany is  charged  in  its  annual  statement.  We 
say  nothing  of  the  St.  Louis  company's  acci- 
dent business,  which,  viewed  in  the  same  way, 
might  raise  additional  doubts  as  to  the  com- 
pany's real  condition. 

We  have  begun  the  discussion  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Union  Casualty  in  the  firm  belief  that 
the  managers,  by  their  reckless  rate-cutting, 
are  pursuing  a  suicidal  course.  Seemingly, 
they  are  dazzled  by  mere  volume  of  premiums, 
and  are  so  foolish  as  to  believe  that  a  favorable 
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cash  balance  on  an  increasiuo:  business  is  so 
much  profit.  Men  have  run  assessment  insur- 
ance schemes  with  a  similar  conviction,  and 
have. "run  ''  them  deep  into  the  ground. 

The  Coast  Review  hopes  that  th-e  managers 
of  the  Union  Casualty  will  abandon  the  meth- 
ods of  the  defunct  American  Casualty  and  the 
American  Employers,  and  adopt  the  conserva- 
tive methods  which  require  adequate  rates, 
maintain  solvenc.v  and  lead  to  fair  profits. 
But  the  duty  of  this  journal  to  the  public  cer- 
tainly demands  these  criticisms  and  a  warning 
to  both  the  managers  and  the  public. 
*  *  ■» 

Plate-glass  has  increased  some  75  per  cent, 
in  prices.  This,  too,  is  hard  ou  the  Union 
Casualty,  which  has  been  writing  plate-glass 
risks  in  some  localities  at  a  discount  of  from 
50  to  75  per  cent.  Take,  for  example,  its  un- 
earned -^16,530  premiums,  and  add  the  in- 
creased price  in  plate-glass  (75  per  cent.), 
and  we  have  .^28,920  unearned  pi-emiums.  Add 
again  40  per  cent,  of  the  premiums  for  ex- 
penses, and  we  have  a  total  of  over  $41,000 
against  .^33,061  plate-glass  premiums.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  figures  like  these,  which  no 
doubt  the  managers  themselves  have  cast 
since  plate-glass  advanced  in  price,  will  jjer- 
suade  the  Union  Casualty  to  do  a  safe  and 
conservative  business. 


Anstralasia. 

The  Australasian  Insurance  Record  discusses 
PaciflcCoast  mattersfrom  a  Philadelphia-New 
York  point  of  view,  and  with  due  I'egard  for 
advertising  patronage  withholds  the  name  of 
the  "leading  British  office"'  which  "has  cre- 
ated an  unfortunate  state  of  affairs"  in  San 
Francisco.  Elsewhere  the  editor  refers  lugu- 
briously to  the  "recent  $2,000,000  fire"  which 
destroyed  a  half  million  dollars'  worth  of  San 
Franci.sco  property.  Britishers  and  Austral- 
ians are  hereby  advised  that  the  Melboui'ne 
paper  is  very  poor  authority  on  Pacific  Coast 
underwriting  affairs.  The  editor  should  stick 
to  his  reports  and  balance  sheets,  which  are 
admirable  space-fillers;  and  his  spare  time 
might  be  employed  pleasantly  if  not  profitably 
in  composing  additional  letters  from  the  col- 
onies. 

The  news  in  Australasia!  Well,  we  can  not 
find  any  in  the  Austi-alasian  papers.  Either 
our  Antipodean  contempories  or  the  under- 
writers down  there  are  asleep.  Sometimes  a 
good  deal  happens  in  Sydney,  but  in  Mel- 
bourne, seemingl.v,  nothing  ever. 

The  New  Zealand  government  life  insurance 
department  has  recently  issued  a  circular  ex- 


plaining its  double  endowment  policy.  If  the 
policyholder  survives,  he  is  to  be  paid  double 
the  original  sum,  together  with  bonuses. 
From  ages  15  to  55  premiums  are  the  same. 
This  tontine  policy  might  well  be  called  a  plan 
to  discourage  large  insurances  during  the  time 
when  the  insured's  family  most  needs  pro- 
tection. 

Praise  for  the  Mutual  Life  of  New  York. 

The  insurance  department  of  New  York  took 
a  .year  and  a  half  to  examine  tVie  books  and 
properties  of  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pan.v  of  New  York.  The  well  and  favorably 
known  deput.v  insurance  superintendent,  M. 
Shannon,  was  in  charge  of  this  examination, 
and  its  thoroughness  is  therefore  beyond 
question. 

After  deducting  those  items  which  could 
not  be  tested,  according  to  the  practice  of  the 
d«iiartment,  the  sum  total  of  the  assets  was 
found  to  be  $202,740,756.  The  most  rigid 
tests  as  to  values  were  applied,  and  the  results 
were  in  no  wise  affected  b.v  any  pressure  for 
time.  The  liabilities,  ascertained  by  a  care- 
ful examination  of  books  and  pajjers,  with  the 
reserve  figured  ou  the  basis  of  four  per  cent, 
interest,  were  found  to  be  $181,092,564.33, 
verifying  the  cimipany's  figures,  in  its  annual 
report,  to  a  cent. 

The  examination  relates  to  the  condition  of 
the  company's  affairs  on  January  i,  co-incident 
with  the  compan.v's  annual  statement.  Com- 
paring the  statement  filed  with  the  New  York 
department,  with  the  statement  of  the  de- 
partment's examiners,  we  note  that  the  latter 
rejiort  nearlj'  a  half  million  more  assets,  and 
nearly  a  half  million  more  surplus,  as  well. 
The  surplus  is  stated  by  the  examiners  to  be 
$21,648,192. 

The  company  reported  its  real  estate  at  cost 
value— $21,691,733.  This  is  the  amount  in  the 
statement  published  in  the  March  Coast  Re- 
view, and  the  amount  accepted  by  the  various 
insurance  departments.  The  examiners,  how- 
ever, credit  the  compau.v  with  $22,055,000  real 
estate  value.  The  company  has  realty  ac- 
quired under  foreclosure  of  loans,  and  office- 
buildings  and  lands  in  New  York,  -  Boston, 
Philadelphia,  San  Francisco,  Mexico  (city), 
Berlin  and  Sydney.  The  reports  of  experts 
justify  Superintendent  Pierce  in  stating 
that  the  real  estate  valuation  is  one  ^vhich 
the  future  will  not  reduce  but  may  materially 
increase. 

The  superientendent  says:  The  bonds  and 
stocks  are  appraised  b.v  the  company  at  a 
lower  rate  than  current  sales  would  justify. 
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The  perfect  safety  of  the  funds  has  been  the 
first  consideration.  There  has  been  a  sub- 
stantial exemption  from  loss  ever  since  the 
company  was  organized.  The  company  has 
been  as  conservative  abroad  as  at  home.  The 
Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  is  not  only  solvent  and 
strong,  but  is  conducted  in  all  respects  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  law  and  sound  principles. 

A.  B.  Forbes  &  Son  represent  the  Mutual 
Life  in  this  field.  Mr.  Forbes  has  been 
identified  with  the  company  as  Pacific  Coast 
manager  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 


Tlie  Pacific's  Surety's  New  Departure. 

The  charter  under  which  the  Pacific  Surety 
Company  of  California  was  incorporated  per- 
mits it  to  transact  a  geuei-al  casualty  business. 
In  addition  to  a  guarantee  department  the 
Pacific  Surety  has'  long  transacted  personal 
accident  bu.siness.  The  casualty  department 
has  recently  been  extended  to  new  classes  of 
hazards. 

The  Pacific  Surety  now  indemnifies  against 
loss  from  steam  boiler  explosions,  and  makes 
regular  inspections. 

The  Pacific  Surety  also  i.ssues  plate-glass 
policies,  covering  loss  by  accidental  breaka.ees. 

The  Pacific  Surety  also  issues  policies  on 
elevators,  protecting  the  owners  from  loss  by 
elevator  accidents. 

This  extension  of  the  company's  field  of  op- 
erations has  long  been  contemplated,  and  due 
preparations  having  been  made  the  time  is 
deemed  most  opportune  for  the  successful  in- 
troduction of  the  new  plans  and  policies.  The 
attention  of  a.gents  is  invited  and  applications 
for  agencies  are  solicited. 

The  Pacific  Surety  Co.  has  a  cash  capital  of 
§100,000.  Its  stockholders  are  among  San  Fran- 
cisco's leading  citizens.  The  company  has  done 
a  successful  business  ever  since  its  organiza- 
tion, and  has  paid  regular  dividends  to  its 
stockholders.  There  is  no  reason  why  the 
Pacific  Surety  should  not  receive  its  full  share 
of  pati-ouage  in  all  its  branches.  President 
Everson  and  Secretary  Redding  are  entitled 
to  great  credit  for  the  ten  years  successful 
management  of  this  California  enterprise. 


A  soLK'iTOR  for  a  steam-boiler  company  tried 
to  insure  the  boiler  plant  of  the  Gumry  hotel 
in  Denver.  Colo.,  and  make  regular  inspections. 
The  solicitor  was  rudely  repulsed,  perhaps  be- 
cause the  proprietor  preferred  to  retain  in  his 
service  a  cheap  and  incompetent  boy  engineer. 
The  explosion  which  wrecked  the  hotel  last 
mouth,  with  frightful  loss  of  life,  including  the 


life  of  the  hotel-keeper,  is  familiar  to  readers. 
The  dreadful  affair  is  not  only  an  argument 
for  steam-boiler  insurance,  but  suggests  that 
the  inspection  certificate  should  be  posted  con- 
spicuously in  the  hotel  office. 


The  Prussian  Hational  Change. 

United  States  Manager  Letton,  who  visited 
San  Fi'ancisco  last  month,  made  a  change  in 
the  Prussian  National  agency.  For  economi- 
cal reasons  the  department  organization  was 
abandoned,  and  the  general  agency  on  a  com- 
mission basis  resumed.  The  general  agency 
was  placed  with  Cesar  Bertheau.  The 
"street"  and  the  Coast  Review  endorse  this 
appointment  as  a  good  one  for  the  Prussian 
National  and  for  Mr.  Bertheau's  business  too. 
His  agency  now  presents  an  exceptionally 
strong  front,  with  the  Germania  and  Hanover 
and  Prussian  National  in  line,  not  to  mention 
the  United  Firemeu'sand  the  other  Firemen's. 

The  Prussian  National  came  to  this  Coast 
fifteen  years  ago  and  established  a  general 
agency  in  San  Francisco,  with  Louis  Jacoby  in 
charge.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  .lacoby  the  firm 
of  Hirschfeld  &  Jacoby  was  formed  as  succes- 
sors. The  junior  member  (Franz  .lacoby)  was 
the  son  of  the  deceased.  Later  this  firm  dis- 
solved, and  a  Coast  department  was  formed, 
with  Mr.  Jacoby  as  manager.  ' 

The  Prussian  National  controls  quite  a  lai-ge 
line  of  business,  and  the  new  agent,  Mr.  Ber- 
theau, is  therefore  to  be  congratulated. 


Pacific  Prosperity. 

In  the  last  twelve  months  the  banks  of  Cal- 
ifornia have  increased  their  assets  ^11,826,658. 

Seattle,  Wash.,  has  begun  the  work  of  ex- 
cavation of  a  ship  canal  from  Seattle  harbor 
to  Lake  Washington,  thus  giving  Seattle  two 
harbors. 

The  oil  industry  at  Los  Angeles  and  in  the 
vicinity  is  developing  wonderfully  fast.  The 
output  next  year  will  probably  be  6.000  barrels 
a  day.  It  will  revolutionize  manufactures, 
and  may  make  Los  Angeles  a  great  manufac- 
turing city.  Petroleum  no  doubt  will  largely 
supplant  the  use  of  coal  for  steam-making  in 
San  Francisco,  too. 

Thei'e  are  better  times  ahead  for  under- 
writers. Get  your  agency  house  in  order  for 
the  coming  prosperity. 


Worthless  Lloyds.— One  of  the  New  York 
vultures,  the  State  Union,  bursted  the  other 
day,  with  $10  in  bank  to  pay  Sio,ooo  unpaid 
losses. 
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Examination  of  The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  New  York. 

Thk    Insurance    Department    of    New    York 
Verifies  and  Confirms  the  Company's  Fig- 
ures— Complimentary  Mention  of  the  For- 
eign   Business— The    Examination   Minute 
and  Laborious— Over  8(202.000,000  Assets. 
For   about   eighteen   months   the  available 
force  of  the  department  has  been  eng-aged  up- 
on a  minute  examination  of  The  Mutual  Life 
Insurance  Company  of  New  York.     This  ex- 
amination was  begun  and  conducted  substan- 
tially   to   a   conclusion   by    the   late    Michael 
Shannon,  ray  deputy,  who  for  many  years  had 
been  the  chief  examiner  of  the  department. 
His  sudden    death  just  at   the  conclusion  of 
this  investigation,  and   before   the  facts  and 
figures  which  he  had  collected  had  been  finally 
formulated  by  him,  throws  upon   the  superin- 
tendent the  duty  of  presenting  the  results  in 
an  intelligible  form.     The  thoroughness  and 
accuracy  of  Mr.  Shannon's  methods  make   it 
necessary  to  do  hardly  more   than  to  arrange 
his  own  conclusions. 

The  examination  relates  to  the  condition  of 
the  company  at  the  beginning  of  this  calendar 
year;  the  date  is  coincident  with  that  of  the 
company's  annual  statement  for  1895.  The 
results  of  the  official  examination  substan- 
tially coincide  with  the  company's  statement. 
The  custom  of  the  department,  in  such  ex- 
aminations, is  not  to  depend  upon  the  book 
entries,  but  directly  to  scrutinize  the  prop- 
erty, real  and  personal,  which  the  books  rep- 
resent as  assets,  to  determine  the  liabilities 
according  to  the  standard  of  the  department, 
and  to  examine  and  investigate  all  the  dis- 
bursements of  the  company. 

The  R-aditional  usage  of  the  department, 
though  not  prescribed  by  law,  excludes  from 
a  company's  assets  all  items  whose  cash  value 
cannot  be  tested  by  the  examination.  Hence 
the  entire  amount  of  commuted  commissions, 
of  agents'  balances  and  the  loading  of  prem- 
iums, defei-red  or  in  collection,  have  been 
deducted  from  the  company's  assets  in  the 
tables  of  the  department. 

REAL  ESTATE. 

The  company's  holdings  of  real  property 
consist  (i)  of  lands  and  buildings  purchased 
for  its  own  use  and  buildings  erected  for  its 
own  offices,  and  (2)  lands  and  buildings  pur- 
chased under  foreclosure  of  loans. 
office  buildings. 

The  first  class  includes  the  principal  build- 
ing on   Nassau,  Cedar  and   Liberty  streets, 


and  the  former  principal  ofBce  on  Broadway 
and  Liberty  street,  both  in  the  city  of  New 
York;  a  building  in  Boston,  one  in  Philadel- 
phia, one  in  San  Francisco,  and  three  of  mod- 
erate cost  in  foreign  countries,  viz.,  one  in 
Berlin,  one  in  the  city  of  Mexico  and  the  third 
in  Sydney,  Australia.  I  have  carefully  inves- 
tigated the  value  of  each  of  these  properties, 
with  the  aid  of  the  best  experts,  and  believe 
them  all  to  have  the  value  assigned  to  them 
on  the  company's  books.  I  find  no  evidence 
of  unwise  expenditure  upon  either  of  these 
properties. 

In  1880  the  company  purchased  from  the 
United  States  the  old  iX)stottice  building,  and 
erected  upon  its  site  the  home  office,  about 
one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  feet  front  by 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  feet  deep.  The 
neighborhood  was  then  beyond  the  financial 
center  of  the  city,  but  this  building  gave  it 
a  new  character,  attracting  many  corpora- 
tions, banking  firms  and  professional  men. 
The  company  has  since  made  purchases  of  ad- 
ditional land  adjoining  its  offices,  and  large 
additions  to  its  building.  The  land  in  the 
vicinity  has  steadily  increased  in  value.  The 
appraiser  of  the  department  has  valued  the 
entire  property  now  held  by  the  company  as 
its  principal  building  at  a  sum  higher  than 
that  at  which  it  is  carried  on  the  books.  The 
building  on  Broadway  which  was  formerly 
the  company's  home  office,  is  also  valued  by 
us  at  more  than  the  company  gives  itself 
credit  for. 

POREC,"LO.SED    PROPERTY. 

The  company's  method  of  dealing  with  this 
class  of  property  illustrates  its  wise  conserva- 
tism, and  has  my  approval. 

The  cash  value  of  this  real  estate  as  deter- 
mined by  the  appraisers  for  the  state  is  in  the 
aggregate  more  than  it  represents  on  the 
company's  books  and  statements.  While  the 
department  in  this  report  cannot  recognize 
prospective  increase  of  value  as  an  element 
in  its  appraisals,  it  is  yet  the  opinion  of  the 
superintendent,  fouuded  on  the  detailed  re- 
turns of  the  experts  whom  he  has  employed, 
that  the  valuation  is  one  which  in  the  aggre- 
gate no  probable  event  in  the  future  will 
reduce,  while  circumstances  are  likely  to 
arise  which  will  materially  increase  it. 

STOCKS    AND    MONEYED    CORPORATIONS. 

In  recent  years  the  company  has  made  in- 
vestments in  the  shares  of  certain  financial 
institutions.  These  are  among  the  best 
known  of  the  strong  financial  institutions  of 
New  York,  and  the  shares  of  each  yield  in 
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dividends  or  additions  to  surplus  a  fair  per- 
centage on  their  cost.  After  examination  I 
find  that  each  of  these  purchases  of  stock  has 
proved  a  good  investment.  In  no  case  has  the 
co?npany  credited  itself  upon  its  books  or  in 
its  statements  with  the  full  market  value  of 
such  stocks.  Its  estimate  in  each  case  is  con- 
servative, and  is  less  by  a  considerable  mar- 
gin than  the  price  of  the  stock  in  the  open 
market. 

The  saine  disposition  to  conservatism  has 
prevailed  in  the  company's  valuation  of  all  its 
stocks  and  bonds.  It  is  an  evidence  of  judic- 
ious foresight  in  the  company  to  carry  all  its 
stocks  and  bonds  upon  valuations  which  are 
not  likelj-  to  prove  too  high  even  in  case  of  a 
panic.  I  approve  its  polic.v  in  this  respect. 
No  item  included  in  the  bonds  and  stocks 
owned  is  over-valued ;  in  fact  all  of  them  are 
appraised  by  the  company  at  a  lower  rate 
than  current  sales  would  justify. 

(ASH   ON'    n.VXD    AN'D    OX    DEPOSIT. 

The  items  of  cash  on  hand  and  on  deposit 
and  interest  in  banks  and  ti'ust  companies 
have  been  carefully  examined,  and  the  en- 
tries in  the  books  of  the  company  verified  by 
a  careful  count  of  cash,  and  by  an  examina- 
tion of  the  books  of  the  deixjsitaries.  The 
department  has  also  inquired  into  the  stand- 
ing and  security  of  the  banks  and  trust  com- 
panies selected  as  depositaries,  and  into  the 
rate  of  interest  obtained,  and  finds  that  the 
perfect  safety  of  the  funds  has  been  the  first 
consideration  of  the  company,  and  that  it  has 
avoided  taking  a  I'isk  for  the  sake  of  higher 
rates  of  interest  upon  the  large  sums  await- 
ing investment. 

LOANS  ox    REAL  ESTATE  SECURITY. 

The  examiners  have  verified  every  item  on 
the  company's  books  claiming  a  lieu  on  real 
estate  and  find  that  the  loans  thus  secured 
and  drawing  interest  amount  to  $71,339,415.92, 
in  exact  accordance  with  the  company's  state- 
ment. A  very  large  amount  of  time  and  labor 
has  been  employed  by  the  department  in  ex- 
amining the  titles  and  appraising  the  values 
of  the  five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy 
pieces  of  property  upon  which  these  loans 
have  been  made.  In  this  work  the  depart- 
ment has  employed  the  highest  skill  it  could 
command  and  the  results  are  satisfactory. 

SAFEDCARDS. 

The  department  has  investigated  the  meth- 
ods employed  by  the  company  in  protecting 
its  collections,  balances  and  X'emittances,  and 
in    controlling   its   agency   accounts   and   ex- 


penditures, and  cordially  approves  the  system, 
under  which  there  has  been  substantial  ex- 
emption from  loss  ever  since  it  was  organized. 

MEDICAL    EXAMIXATIOXS. 

The  entire  subject  of  the  conduct  of  the  med- 
ical examinations  of  candidates  for  insurance 
has  been  investigated  by  a  special  examiner  of 
exceptional  competence,  Dr.  E.  B.  Kankin, 
who  states  that : 

"Especial  attention  has  been  given  to  the 
methods  of  filing  applications,  records  of  de- 
clined risks,  and  the  system  by  which  the 
department  is  thoroughly  informed  as  to  the 
professional  standing  and  reliability  of  its 
medical  examiners  throughout  this  and  for- 
eign countries.  The  care  and  solicitude 
shown  to  do  justice  both  to  the  applicant  and 
to  the  company  in  passing  \i]xm  risks  proposed 
is  as  great  as  could  be  desired  by  the  most 
exacting,  and  considering  the  enormous  vol- 
ume of  business  done  can  hardly  be  excelled. 

"The  facility  with  which  the  records  upon 
any  subject  can  be  referred  to,  reflects  credit 
upon  a  system  which  has  been  evolved  from 
many  years  of  experience  and  observation. 

"I  wish  to  express  ray  thanks  to  the  medi- 
cal officers  of  The  Mutual  Insurance  Company 
for  their  never  failing  courtesy  and  assistance 
in  providing  me  with  every  facilit.v  for  acquir- 
ing a  thorough  knowledge  of  this  dei)art- 
ment. " 

In  all  of  which  I  concur. 

Bl'SIXESS    IX    rOREIOX    COfXTRIES. 

While  The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 
of  New  York  has  for  many  years  offered  the 
privilege  of  membership  to  healthy  lives  in 
all  parts  of  the  civilized  world,  it  is  within 
the  limits  of  the  United  States  that  it  is  best 
known  and  that  its  activity  is  greatest. 

The  department  has,  nevertheless,  deemed 
it  essential  to  inquire  minutely  into  the 
character  of  the  foreign  business.  As  the  re- 
sult of  such  inquiry  I  find  that  the  company 
in  all  its  foreign  business  has  practiced  the 
same  sound  and  conservative  methods  which 
have  always  characterized  its  business  in  the 
United  States. 

INCOME,    DISBIRSEMEXTS,    ETC. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  items  of  the  com- 
pany's statement  to  require  special  comment 
here,  inasmuch  as  the  only  i-esult  of  the  ex- 
amination has  been  to  verify  and  confirm  the 
figures  of  each  item  as  computed  or  estimated 
by  the  company  itself.  Without  enlarging, 
therefore,  upon  the  several  entries,  I  refer  to 
the  table  of  assets  and  liabilities,  of  income 
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and  expenditure,  which  are  friven  below,  re- 
marlcin.s  that  a  thorough  examination  of  the 
expense  and  disbursement  accounts  shows  no 
instance  of  any  unlawful,  illegitimate  or  im- 
proper expenditure,  and  that  each  several  en- 
try has  l)een  subjected  to  rigid  and  th(jrough 
scrutiny  in  all  its  details. 

The  prosecution  to  a  final  completion  of  the 
work  which  Mr.  Shannon  had  so  thoroughly 
planned  and  so  nearly  finished  has  only. con- 
firmed the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  him. 
The  communication  to  the  legislature  and  to 
the  public" of  the  results  of  such  an  examina- 
tion as  this,  when  they  fully  justify  and 
strengthen  the  position  which  one  of  the  fore- 
most financial  institutions  of  the  United 
States  has  long  held  in  public  confidence,  is 
perhaps  the  most  agreeable  duty  of  the  super- 
intendent. I  take  great  satisfaction  in  certi- 
fying, after  a  minute  and  laborious  exanilna- 
tiou  of  The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 
of  New  York,  that  the  company  is  solvent  and 
sti'ong,  and  is  conducted  in  all  respects  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  law  and  sound  business 
principles.  In  each  instance  in  which  no  dif- 
ference has  been  expressly  pointed  out  in  this 
report  between  the  conclusions  of  the  official 
examination  and  the  statements  already  pub- 
lished by  the  company,  each  of  those  state- 
ments has  been  by  that  examination  com- 
pletely tested  and  proved  accurate.  No  ofticer 
or  employee  of  the  company  receives  any 
emolument  or  perquisite  other  than  the  sal- 
ary awarded  to  him  by  the  board  of  trustees, 
and  no  trustee  or  officers  of  the  company  is 
permitted  to  receive  or  does  receive  any 
commission  on  loans,  insurance  or  any  other  of 
its  transactions. 

Every  book,  paper,  document  and  record  in 
the  company's  possession  has  been  freely 
opened  to  the  examiners  of  the  department, 
and  the  executive  officers  and  official  staff 
have  given  cheerful  assistance  when  required. 
The  books  are  kept  with  system,  accuracy 
and  simplicity  and  show  the  condition  of  each 
account  precisely  as  it  exists  without  resort 
to  bookkeeping  devices  to  vary  or  modify  the 
intent  and  effect  of  any  debit  or  credit  entry. 

The  company  has  prosecuted  its  affairs  upon 
a  high  plane  of  propriety,  avoiding  doubtful 
practices  and  unseemly  methods,  always  seek- 
ing to  uphold  its  own  dignity  as  a  beneficent 
and  economic  factor  in  developing  the  civiliza- 
tion of  our  age  and  country.  Every  branch  of 
its  business  is  administered  with  ability  in 
the  interest  of  its  members,  and  a  wise  and 
vigorous  executive  management  controls  all 
its  departments  and  combines  their  energies 


in  administering  its  great  trust.  It  merits 
in  all  respects  the  confidence  of  the  insured 
and  of  the  community  at  large.  And,  in  con- 
clusion. I,  James  F.  Pierce,  superintendent  of 
the  insurance  department  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  do  hereby  certiiy  that  the:  true  condi- 
tion of  The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 
of  New  York,  after  the  examination  herein 
before  recited,  was,  upon  the  ,^ist  day  of  De- 
cember, A.  D.,  1894,  according  to  the  appraisal 
of  its  assets  made  by  this  department,  and 
the  valuations  of  its  liabilities,  also  made  by 
said  department,  pursuant  to  the  standard 
established  by  the  laws  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  as  follows : 

ASSETS. 

Real  estate %  22,055,000  00 

Loans  on  mortgage 71,339,41592 

Loans  ou  bonds  and  stocks 11.366,1(000 

Bonds  and  stocks  owned  (market  val.)  ,S3. 970,690  67 

Cash  in  company's  office 10.336  83 

Cash  in  hanks .  9,-644.S62  08 

Interest  due  and  accrued 1,080.940  53 

Rents  due  and  accrued ;  99-535  92 

Payments  due  on  annuities     23.96<>  33 

Net  vmcollected  and  deferred  prem's  3,149.905  18 

$202,740,756  46 

I.IAIill.ITIES. - 

Reserve  (actuaries' 4  p'er  cent.)    .  .   .$179,802.86200 
Death  claims  unpaid    .   .   .  $527,857  62 
Matured  eudowme'ts  unpaid  69.395  37 

Annuilies  unpaid 36.215  53 

Death  losses  resisted   .  .   .    374,300  00       1.007,768  52 

Premiums  paid  in  advance     147,731  Si 

Liability  under  non-forfeiture  clause  134,202  00 

$181,092,564  33 
Surplus.   .   .   .' 21.648,192  13 

$202,740,756  46 
In  witness  wheheof,  I  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand  and  caused    the   official   seal   of   the 
insurance  department  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Albany,  in  the   state   of 

New   York   and   United    States   of    America, 

this  17th  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord, 

one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-flve. 

James  F.  Pieuce,  Superintendent. 


Coming  Events.— National  Association  of  Life 
Underwriters  meets  in  Philadelphia  October  23. — 
The  Western  Union  is  supposed  to  meet  some- 
where for  some  thing  some  time  this  September. — 
The  Fire  Underwriters  of  the  Northwest  and  the 
Insurance  Commissioners"  Convention  in  annual 
"  meet  "  in  a  few  days. 


Something  New.— The  prospectus  of  the  Fire 
Reinsurance  Co.  of  London  is  out. — The  went- 
ashore  Bawnmore  was  cargo-insured  in  German 
ofHees,  but  the  British  Lloyds  have  a  hull  lot  to 
pay. 
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Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life  Association. 
Kates  will  uever  go  down  agaiu  iu  the  Mu- 
tual Reserve,  and  they  may  go  up  again. 

Out  of  ninety-five  claims  resisted  by  thirteen 
assessment  associations  in  1894.  no  fewer  than 
forty-three  were  resisted  by  the  Mutual  Re- 
serve Fund  alone. 

The  Insurance  Critic,  a  friend  of  the  associa- 
tion, says  the  new  rates  of  the  Mutual  Re- 
serve Fund  '-are  not  yet  as  high  as  the  as- 
sociation is  allowed  to  establish  rates  in  order 
to  meet  emergencies.'' 

The  average  age  of  the  members  of  the  Mut- 
ual Reserve  Fund  is  45.5  years.  The  average 
age  of  those  admitted  during  the  iiast  year 
was  36.  Both  these  figures  are  high,  and  the 
former  is  above  the  average. 

The  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  increase  in  rates 
has  been  resisted  in  several  places  by  dis- 
gruntled members.  In  St.  Louis  and  New 
York  suits  to  enjoin  the  association  have  been 
begun.  Many  members  will  doubtless  with- 
draw, but  they  will  not  include  impaired 
risks. 

Attorneys  representing  Missouri  certificate- 
holders  are  in  New  York,  to  begin  proceedings 
to  compel  the  Mutual  Reserve  to  distribute 
its  surplus  fund.  This  fund  belongs  to  the 
living  members,  and  is,  or  was,  subject  only 
to  the  payment  of  claims  in  excess  of  the 
American  experience  table  of  mortality. 

A  little  over  a  year  ago  the  Coast  Review- 
said  of  President  Harper  of  the  Mutual  Re- 
ser\T3:  '-The  half-length  picture  before  us  is 
certainly  that  of  a  strong,  healthy  man.  The 
members  of  the  association  will  be  glad  to 
hear  this,  for  no  doubt  many  of  them  fear 
that  the  Mutual  Reserve  might  not  long  sur- 
vive its  president."  This  healthy  man  of  a 
year  ago  is  now  in  his  grave.  How  long  will 
the  association  survive  the  death  of  its 
"founder"  ! 

The  Weekly  Underwriter  quotes  a  member 
of  the  M.  K.  F.  L.  A.  as  follows :  The  Mutual 
Reserve  Fund  Association  seems  to  be  taking 
the  same  course  which  has  marked  the  his- 
tory of  smaller  assessment  organizations. 
When  I  was  insured  the  agent  assured  me 
that  each  assessment  would  be  S6.80,  and  that 
these  assessments  would  not  occur  more  than 
four  times  a  year.  The.yhave  now  been  in- 
creased to  .^ii.Sj  every  two  months.  It  is  very 
poor  comfort  to  us  policyholders  to  be  told  that 
"the  cost  to  the  members  has  been  lower  by 
far  than  that  of  any  other  institution  that 
ever  attained  such  results."     I  am  paying 


more  every  year  for  my  $5,000  policy  in  this 
association  than  I  do  for  a  similar  amount  of 
insurance  iu  a  level-premium  company.  The 
only  hope  we  have  had  in  the  matter  has  been 
that  the  association  would  live  up  to  its  prom- 
ise and  give  us  a  paid-up  policy  after  fifteen 
years  through  the  operation  of  the  reserve 
fund.  The  persistent  failure  of  the  company 
to  give  us  the  bonds  due  under  this  arrange- 
ment holds  out  rather  a  small  expectation  of 
the  realization  of  this  hope. 

The  association  has  been  writing  business 
at  too  low  rates.  The  recent  advance  in  rates 
proves  that.  Now  what  a  load  of  liabilities, 
in  the  form  of  impaired  lives  without  any 
corresponding  reserve,  the  association  must 
be  carrying !  Is  it  too  big  a  load ;  Will  future 
members  be  willing  to  pay  special  assess- 
ments and  increased  rates  in  amounts  suf- 
ficient to  meet  these  heavy  liabilities!  The 
Coast  Review  is  of  opinion  that  the  member- 
ship of  the  future  will  not  only  be  unwilling 
but  unable.  Certainly  the  present  member- 
ship could  not  lift  this  big  load  were  it  to 
mature  now,  instead  of  in  the  not  distant 
future. 

On  January  16.  1895,  according  to  a  Detroit 
paper,  Wm.  H.  Leuty  died,  leaving  a  *2.ooo 
policy  in  the  Home  Life  and  a  Si,oqo  policy  in 
the  Mutual  Reserve.  The  former  was  paid  in 
February,  but  the  Mutual  Reserve  ijolicy  was 
not  paid  until  June  15,  five  months  after  the 
death  of  Leuty.  The  A.  O.  U.  Workmen  hat- 
passer  paid  its  certificate  in  March.  The  sev- 
ei-al  companies  were  notified  on  the  same  day. 
The  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  waited  five  months, 
paid  and  "  took  pleasure"  in  paying  the  claim 
when  it  was  "not  yet  due."  Accompanying 
the  draft  was  a  written  complimentary  letter 
which  the  widowed  claimant  was  requested  to 
sign.  This  "original"  letter  recommended 
the  Mutual  Reserve,  and  expressed  a  decided 
preference  for  the  assessment  plan.  Thewidov,^ 
i-efused  to  sign  this  stereotyped  letter,  but 
wrote  an  acknowledgment,  saying :  "The  pay- 
ment of  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fuud's  certificate 
was  so  long  delayed  that  I  began  to  fear  that 
1  would  never  receive  the  money.  However, 
I  am  happily  disappointed,  and  have  received 
just  *g95. 51  moi-e  than  I  expected. "  There  was 
a  special  charge  of  ^3,.^<)  for  assessments  to  pay 
for  deaths  occurring  prior  to  Mr.  Leuty' s.  If 
the  reader  is  looking  for  this  kind  of  "insur- 
ance at  half  price''  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund 
is  recommended.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  com- 
plaint about  the  long  delays  in  the  payment  of 
claims  against  this  Cheap  John  association. 
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Ohio  Co-operative  Figures. 

The  Ohio  insurance  report  gives  the  follow- 
ing- totals  of  assessment  associations  for  1S94  : 

Assessment  receipts,  $18,347,869;  manage- 
ment expenses,  $5,148,262;  membership  fees 
and  annual  dues,  $3,058,946;  losses  to  amount 
at  risk,  1.12;  expense  ratio  to  losses  paid,  33.9 ; 
expenses  to  amount  at  risk,  .38. 

Insurance  in  force,  $1,350,407,172,  a  g-ain  of 
$70,000,000.  and  a  gain  of  55,000  in  number  of 
certificates.  Lapsed  during  1894,  88,266.  Re- 
sisted, 114,  of  which  43  wei-e  resisted  by  the 
Mutual  Reserve  Fund. 

These  figures  embrace  the  returns  of  forty- 
two  fraternal  and  non-fraternal  assessment 
schemes. 

More  Life  Insurance  Twisting. 

Several  San  Francisco  life  insurance  solici- 
tors, in  ill  repute  with  their  former  employers, 
are  busily  engaged  in  "twisting"  the  policies 
they  have  been  the  means  of  writing.  This 
form  of  dishonesty  is  bad  enough  when  the 
"twisting"  is  from  one  regular  office  to  an- 
other; but  in  this  case  the  dishonest  solicitors 
are  persuading  policyholders  to  give  up  their 
old-line,  coin-buttressed  policies  and  go  into 
the  Bankers  Alliance  of  Los  Angeles,  which  is 
not  a  legitimate  company,  andean  not  guaran- 
tee to  carry  out  its  obligations.  These  solici- 
tors are  dealing  dishonestly  with  the  policy- 
holders, whom  they  demoi-alized,  as  well  as 
acting  a  dishonest  part  toward  their  late  em- 
ployers, who  paid  them  for  the  work  which 
they  are  now  undoing  by  double  misrepresen- 
tation. 

The  public  should  require  no  second  warn- 
ing. The  "twisters'"  ai-e  manifestly  unworthy 
of  credit,  on  general  principles.  It  never  pays 
any  man  to  abandon  a  policy  in  one  regular 
company  to  take  up  a  policy  in  another.  In- 
creased age  alime  makes  the  change  an  un- 
profitable one ;  and  no  matter  how  speciously 
the  would-be  twister  presents  the  proposition 
it  should  never  be  forgotten  that  he  is  a  liar 
after  another  commission. 

In  substituting  an  assessment  policy,  like 
that  of  the  Bankei-s  Alliance,  for  an  old-line 
policy,  the  twister  is  guilty  of  a  double  wrong. 
He  palms  off  a  counterfeit  for  the  genuine  arti- 
cle;-and  he  places  his  victim  in  a  position 
where  he  must  hereafter  pay  more  for  genuine 
life  insurance,  and  may  be  unable  to  get  it  be- 
cause of  impaired  health. 

Beware  of  the  life  insurance  twister.  He 
has  an  axe  to  grind.  Don't  let  him  bamboozle 
you  with  honeyed  words,  and  persuade  you  to 
turn  the  grindstone. 


Life  Insurance  Business  in  the  United  States. 

Neil-  BiisiiieKs.  In  Force. 

Arkan.>jns      1894       8.005,191  21,854,826 

1893       4.966.853  18,210,131 

Californiu 1894      22,683,175  113,602,916 

1893      24,431 514  112,802,396 

Colorado iS,j4  10.338.345  45,507,498 

1.S93  14,133,726  48,084,803 

Couneetieut 1894  19,078,075  93.670,779 

1893  22,707,324  91,159,052 

District  Columbia    .  1S94  12,751,289  .23,566.367 

Georgia      1S94  19,006,539  72,908,398 

I"i™'s 1894  70,178,503  302,989,107 

1S93  76.449.101  307,591.474 

iowa, 1894  23.248,441  91,905,009 

1893  25,666,763  88,472,133 

Kansas 1894  10,598,766  47,775,034 

1893  10,393,639  45,885,489 

Kentucky 189)  40,366,074  117,158,681 

1893  30,783.215  110,100,309 

M'"ne     1894  7,411,229  39,910,067 

1893  6,602,588  31,131,404 

Maryland 1S94  12,568,790    '  74,005,952 

1893  13,675.528  69.515,603 

Massachusetts  .   .  .  1894  40,061,235  273,740,379 

'893  38,570,890  259,462,835 

Michigan 1894  20,747,445  '115,950.85s 

1S93  22,925,509  112,568,528 

Minnesota 1894  22,042,457  84,934,563 

1S93  25,267,357  85.987,471 

Missouri 1894  32,078,408  143,880,326 

'S93  34,628.826  139,844,864 

Nebraska      1P91  8.781,904  44,713,140 

'893  12,581.907  47.280,516 

New  York -.  1,894  122,985.513  677,252,489 

1893  119,764,858  635,000.510 

New  Hampshire    .   .  1894  3.945.677  

1S93  3.758,617  

North  Dakota  ....  1894  S    1.852.165  J    9,300,716 

1S93  1.711,441  9.572,436 

I'hio 1894  82.989,057  302,666,336 

1893  59.457. 134  280,996,302 

Pennsylvania  ....  1894  162,909,732  517.861.821 

1893  174,596.307  610,071,498 

Rhode  Island  ....  1894  6,467,905 

1893  8,368,c6l  

South  Dakota  ....  1894  1,975,807  9,999,450 

1893  3,288,710  11,244,161 

Tennessee 1894  25,095,093  "56,167,009 

1893  21,713,894  56,333.481 

Vermont 1894  4,744,340  

1S93  3,959,617  

Canada 1S94  49,263.948  308,795,881 

1893  45.043,606  295,659,537 

An  Oregon  paper  speaks  of  the  Coast  Review  as 
printed  ■'  in  the  interest  of  insurance  .interests." 
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SiK'er  Statuette  of 
LANDSEER'S  "MONARCH  OF  THE  GLEN" 

PRESENTED    TO    J.    W.    G.    COFRAN 

By  the  Fire  Underwriters  of  San  Francisco 

August  13,  1895. 
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Hew  New  Zealand  Double  Endowment  Policy. 

The  New  Zealand  g'overument  life  iusur- 
ance  departiiieut  (according  to  the  New  Zea- 
land Insui-auoe  Joui-nal)  now  oilers  a  double 
endowment  policy,  explained  as  follows: 

The  policy  must  mature  at  an  age  not  later 
than  65,  and  with  this  condition  the  term  may 
be  made  either  10,  15,  20,  25,  30  or  35  years, 
according  to  the  choice  of  the  proposer.  In 
case  of  death  during  the,  term  the  sum  as- 
sm-ed  (with  bouu.ses)  will  be  paid  to  the  rep- 
resentatives; but  if  the  policyholder  survive 
the  full  term  he  will  be  paid  double  the 
original  sum  assured,  together  with  full,  bon- 
uses. The  premiums  are  the  same  for  all  ages 
from  15  to  55;  oyer  this  age  special  rates  will 
be  quoted  if  desired. 


this  policy  will  be  compelled  to  furnish  it,  and 
they  will  be  accused  of  borrowing  the  produc- 
tion of  the  brains  of  more  enterprising  men. 


The  Difference. 

Some  time  ago  a  company  wliicli  insures 
against  accidents  got  out  an  excellent  policy 
on  a  new  plan.  The  new  policy  liad  special 
merit,  but  it  required  a  jn'oper  introduction  to 
the  insuring  public.  It  was  a  new  thing.  The 
managers  were  extremely  cautious.  They 
said,  Hush  !  They  reminded  us  of  the  country 
boy  who  stood  in  the  market  all  day  with  his 
sack  of  farm  products  tightly  tied.  To  the 
.solitary  inquiry,  toward  night.  What  have  you 
in  that  sackJ  the  booby  replied,  It'snoneo'  your 
business.  The  managers  of  this  accident  in- 
surance company  tied  their  brand-new  policy 
in  a  bag,  and  to  the  insm-auce  press  they  said. 
Hush  !  and  to  the  public.  It's  none  of  your  busi- 
ness! Even  the  printed  matter,  supposed  to 
be  explanatory  and  stimulating,  was  weak 
and  iusuffli'ient;  and  the  agents,  after  half- 
hearted attempts,  dropped  the  new  policy  and 
the  managers  abandoned  it.  ■ 

Now  mark  the  difference  ! 

A  competing  accident  iusui-ance  company 
adopted  the  same  policy,  the  same  new  plan, 
and  I'alled  it  original.  It  was  triumphantly  an- 
nounced as  the  company's  device.  The  supi)ort 
of  the  insurance  press  was  invited.  In  every 
insurance  journal  in  the  laud  there  was  refer- 
ence to  the  new  and  advantageous  contract  of 
the  Blank  Insurance  Co. 

Accident  men  talked  about  it;  inquiries  and 
applications  followed ;  the  agents  were  greatly 
encouraged;  the  company  prepared  the  way 
for  successful  work  with  advertising  and  suit- 
able printed  matter;  the  "hurrah"  send-off 
made  the  agents  and  solicitors  enthusiastic ; 
and  the  new  policy  was  a  success  from  the  be- 
ginning. 

After  awhile  the  back-number  originators  of 


Tlie  Nortliwestern  Masonic  Increases  Its  Rates. 

In  our  last  issue  we.  announced-  an  inci-ease 
of  rates  by  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund.  In 
this  issue  we  announce  a  similar  increase  by 
the  Northwestern  Masonic  Aid  Association  of 
Chicago.  Next  month  we  shall  probably  print 
an  account  of  the  failure  of  some  assessment 
scheme. 

The  Chicago  association  reports  that  the 
members  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  grades 
caused  a  loss  of  .$259,803  last  year  alone.  The 
managers  say : 

"We  are  obliged  to  somewhat  increase  our 
assessments.  The  only  reasons  for  this  is  an 
increased  death  rate.  We  who  are  insured 
on  the  old  assessment  plan  are  all  growing 
older.  The  management  can  not  protnisc  that 
the  assessments  will  be  less  in  the  future."' 

This  increase  has  been  long  delayed.  Dur- 
ing the  last  three  years  the  increased  death 
losses  have  been  met  by  drawing  on  the  gen- 
ei-al  fund  to  the  extent  of  a  half  million 
dollars.  The  Northwestern"  seem»  to  have  ' 
fallen  on  evil  times.  It  should  have  aban- 
doned the  old  assessment  plan  .sooner.  On  the 
ist  of  last  January  it  had  $420,200  unpaid 
claims. 

Co-iNsi'uAXCE  Decision. — A  referee  or  ar- 
bitrator in  a  Kentucky  case  has  decided  that 
the  ordinary  policy  pays  the  excess  after  the 
co-insurance  policy  pays  its  loss.  In  other 
woi-ds,  the  co-insurance  by  the  insured  was  not 
a  part  of  "the  whole  insurance  subsisting,"  so 
Jar  as  the  straight  insurer's  liability  was  con- 
cerned. "The  insured,"  says  the  judge,  "did 
not  receive  money  and  in  consideration  there- 
of agree  to  be  a  co-insurer.  They  only  agreed 
in  consideration  of  the  reduced  premium  that 
the  liability  should  be  as  stated"  in  the  co- 
insurance policy. 


Among  the  effects  of  Dr.  Thomas  Phillips  of 
Stockton,  Cal.,  was  a  life  insurance  policy  for 
^5,000,  which  had  been  cast  aside  as  worthless 
because  the  premiums  had  not  Ijeen  paid  for 
several  years.  It  was  subsequently  discovered 
that  under  the  non-forfeiture  provision  the 
policy  was  still  in  force.  If  it  had  been  an  as- 
sessment policy  the  asset  would  have  been  "a 
dead  one"  indeed.  lu  this  instance  the  policy 
was  in  the  Union  Mutual. 


*Hollister  (Cal.)  Is  to  have  a  new  water  supply. 
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Life  Insnrance  Advertising. 

The  Licutxixg  Special's  Stort — By  R.  M. 
Tittle,  ix  Printers'  Ixk. 

A  few  weeks  ago  there  drifted  into  the 
town  in  which  I  live  two  well-dressed  life  in- 
surance solicitors,  both  representing  one  of 
the  three  largest  old-line  life  insurance  com- 
panies of  New  York.  They  said  they  were 
not  ordinai-y  solicitors,  but  were  "executive 
specials"  sent  out  by  the  head  office  for  a 
special  purpose.  When  they  secured,  in  a 
corner,  the  man  they  desired  to  talk  to,  thej- 
gave  him  a  song  and  dance  something  like 
this: 

"We  represent  the  Blank  Life  Insurance 
Company,  and  desire  to  offer  to  just  a  limited 
number  of  influential  individuals  in  this  town 
a  special  bargain  in  the  way  of  a  policy.  In 
the  past,  as  you  are  aware,  the  company  has 
appropriated  a  certain  amount  of  money  for 
advertising.  This  appropriation  has  been  ex- 
pended in  magazines  and  newspapers.  This 
year  we  are  resorting  to  a  diffei'ent  method. 
Instead  of  advertising  in  the  way  we  have 
done  in  the  past,  we  are  going  to  give  special 
policyholders  the  advantage,  and  we  expect 
that  the  missionary  work  they  will  do  for  our 
company  will  repay  us  and  bring  us  new 
business,  better  than  the  large  amount  of 
money  we  expend  for  advertising." 

Then  the  special  policy  was  unfolded,  the 
age  of  the  person  learned,  the  figures  quoted 
per  thousand  per  annum.  There  was  a  return 
premium  feature  to  the  policy,  which  is  al- 
ways taking  to  the  man  who  has  never  ex- 
amined the  ins  and  outs  of  life  insurance. 
When  these  wide-awake  solicitors  began  on 
the  first  man  they  told  him  that  they  only 
wanted  to  place  just  three  policies  of  this  sort 
in  town.  Soon  after  they  had  got  three  men 
ou  their  strings,  they  expanded  the  number 
to  five,  then  to  seven.  It  may  be  added  that 
when  the  policies  came,  they  were  not  what 
the  victims  expected  they  would  be ;  the 
guarantees  were  not  as  represented,  and 
every  one  of  the  seven  men  is  kicking,  and 
refusing  to  take  the  policies.  I  give  this 
sequel  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that,  as  far 
as  this  town  is  concerned,  this  special  work 
has  done  harm  as  an  advertising  scheme,  in- 
stead of  good. 


One  of  the  exhibits  at  the  fair  in  San  Francisco 
is  that  of  a  dictionary  publisher.  Over  the  booth 
is  painted  "  The  Blank  Dictionf'ry."  By  the  way, 
why  doesn't  some  enterprising  life  Insm-ance  com- 
pany use  these  fairs  as  advertising  media? 


Decade  or  More  of  Pacific 'Western  Fire  Business. 

Montana  Fire  Business. 

Lout 

Year.                                   Fremiunis.    Lotmfft,  liutw. 

1S85 J241.376       $150,008  62.2 

1SS6 249,536         161,050  64.6 

1SS7 306,075         122,463  40.0 

isss 374.035       144.330  38.7 

1889 479,475    289,770  62.0 

1890 5i:9-225     145.257  2S.5 

1S91 226,217           138,303  26.3 

1S92 725,929          198.949  54-8 

1893 643,787          253,736  39.3 

1S94 582,939          208,183  35.7 

Totals  10  years  .    ,    .     $j. 338,594     $1,812,049  41.8 
Wyoming  Fire  Business. 

Lous 

Year.                                   Premiums.    Lodges.  Ralio. 

1882 $  34,052       $  17,896  52.7 

1883 39,290            7,501  19.0 

1884 62,959           25,669  40.7 

1S85 78,880            6,425  8.1 

1886 86,675          42,705  49.3 

1SS7 93.550            70.093  71-7 

18SS 98,293            24,606  25.0 

18S9 96,289            26,791  27.2 

1890 106,157            54,247  51- 1 

1891 126,170            46,504  369 

1892 126,039            26,825  21.3 

1S93 133.837            69,715  52.0 

•S94 133.750            50,140  37-5 

Totals  13  years  .   .   .   .$1,215,9(1       $469,117  38.7 
Colorado  Fire  Business. 

Lous 

Year.                                   Premium^!.    Lotifiex.  Ratio. 

1882     $  600,919       $300,680  50.3 

1S83 769,777         357,218  46.2 

1884 756,068         316,340  41.8 

1885 819.886         264,710  33.5 

1886 812,850         379,930  46.7 

1887 904,126         371,301  41. 1 

1888 1,120,189         390,020  34.8 

1889 1,324.261         550,265  41.5 

1890 1,551.059          519.549  33-5 

1891 1,569.72s          573.139  34-1 

1892 1.723,563          827,062  4S.0 

1S93 1,461,779          835,513  57.1 

1894 1,428,619          794.651  55  6 

Totals  13  years  .   .   .  $14,842,824    .$6,480,378  43.0 
New  Mexico  Fire  Business. 

Loss 

Year.                                   Premiums.    Losses.  Ratio. 

18S3 $108,772       $  68,187  62.5 

18S4 109.754         127.473  "7-0 

1885 127,967          42,204  31.1 

1886 111,067           46.533  35.5 

1887 138,805          30,494  22.3 

188S 134,938          64,363  46.6 

1889 135.606          53,528  39.4 

1890 143.242          55.492  38.7 

1891 147,702          60,442  40.8 

1892 166,000          88,270  71. 1 

1893 182.636         175.569  96.1 

1S94 133,219            78.920  59-2 

Totals  13  years  ....  $1,639,708       $891,475  54.3 
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San  Francisco  Fire  Insurance  Premiums  for  Five  Years. 


Voinpanies  and  Localities, 


American  Companies. 

Firemans  Fund.  San  Francisco 

Home  Mutual,  SanFrancisco 

.^tna,  Hartford      

American,  New  Jersey 

American  Central.  St.  Louis 

American,  Philadelphia 

Connecticut.  Hartford 

Continental.  New  York 

Fire  Association,  Philadelphia 

Firemens.  Baltimore 

Franklin,  Philadelphia 

German-American,  New  York 

Germania,  New  York 

Glens  Falls,  Glens  Falls,  N.Y 

Greenwich,  New  York 

Hanover,  New  York 

Hartford,  Connecticut 

Home,  New  York 

Ins.  Co.  North  America.  Philadelphia   .   .  .    . 
Ins.  Co.  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia 

Milwaukee  Mechanics,  Wisconsin 

Natiunal,  Hartford 

North\v.•.>^t^■ru  National,  Milwaukee 

Orient,  Hartford 

Pacific.  New  York 

Pennsylvania.  Philadelphia       

Phenix.  Brooklyn 

Phoenix,  Hartford 

Providence- Washington,  Rhode  Island  .  .   .   . 

Queen,  New  York 

Rhode  Island,  R.  i 

Springfield,  Massachusetts 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota 

Traders.  Illinois 

Union,  Pennsylvania 

United  Firemens,  Phila 

United  States,  New  York 

Westchester,  New  York 

Williamsburg  City,  New  York 

Total,  including  retired  companies 

Foreign  Companies. 

Aachen  &  Munich,  Germany 

Alliance.  Loudon 

Atlas.  London 

Baloise,  Switzerland 

British-America,  Toronto 

Caledonian,  Edinburgh , 

Conmaercial  Union,  London  .   .   . 

Hamburg-Bremen.  Germany 

Helvetia  Swiss.  St.  Gall 

Imperial.  London 

Lancashire.  Manchester 

Lion,  London ^ 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe,  Liveipool  .   .   . 

London  Assurance.  England 

London  &  Lancashire.  Liverpool 

Magdeburg,  Germany 

Manchester,  England 

New  Zealand.  Auckland 

Northern  Assurance.  London 

North  British  i&  Mercantile,  London 

North  German.  Hamburg 

Norwich  Union,  England 


1894 

SI  Com- 

1893 
03  Com- 

1892 
los  Com- 

,   1891 
lie  Com- 

189D 
114  Com- 

panies. 

panies. 

panies. 

pa/ties. 

panies. 

$  66,952 

21.363 

47,411 

7,804 

$  74.662 
23.490 
53.  MS 
8,685 

^  72.946 
35,224 
51,889 
9,232 

$  72:485 
.  36,562 

55,919 
10,224 

S  72,452 
36,627 
53,335 
8,267 

17.8S3 
15.801 
J5.529 
22.S31 

19.730 
18,816 
17.353 
13.245 

21,688 
19.795 
18.637 
9,748 

20,075 
20,726 
18,026 
5,946 

14,129 
20,664 
16,416 
8,464 

16,731 

3.126 

10,413 

41,426 

15.987 

1,860 

12,643 

35,19s 

",483 
7,715 
7,516 

31,400 

13,358 
7.228 
8,440 

25,203 

7.936 
7.742 
-.S12 
14.88S 

25.621 
6,065 
7.422 

39308 

11.492 
8.345 
8, 188 

10.584 
9.127 
6,717 

14,646 
9.677 
6,696 

17,028 
12,501 
5,920 

51296 
16.861 
14,305 
2,232 

50,104 
13.052 
1S.390 
3,671 

46,363 
9.460 

17.312 
6.227 

49,030 
10,071 

19,999 
■   6,248 

47,383 
12.394 
25,334 
7,202 

13,400 
20,319 
13.465 
9,534 

22,318 
8.4S0 
7.032 

16.544 
10,676 
14,518 

■  ;7-,5S6 
9.467 
22,961 

16,463 
5,060 
17,698 

4.156 
17.496 
35,339 
16.861 

4.879 
19.381 
39.660 
13.052 

5.155 
17,591 
40,266 

9,460 

6,357 
17,495 
41,709' 
10,071 

5,277 
19.117 

3.81 1 
12,394 

5,778 
37,423 

2,594 
16,228 

4,833 
40,945 

3,647 
16,718 

6,240 
44,488 

3.431 
28,421 

I0,6u 

45.871 

5,476 

33,996 

10.397 

21,319 

2,374 

35,758 

8,034 

14,103 

1.395 

6,537 

8.505 
15.990 
4.745 
8,627 

8.2:2 
7.998 
5.242 
6,143 

8,152 
5.703 
6,047 
5,635 

7,964 
6,038 
7,214 

6,425 
21,129 
3.6S1 

5.080 
13.551 
7,548 

3,396 
16,465 
9.973 

3.547 
17,981 
9,562 

4,538 
16,798 

5.537 

$    823,722 

s  933,515 

Sl,053,655 

$1,270,296 

$1,292,315 

$  3S.003 
57.666 
28,482 
10.751 

$  22,028 
49,243 
20,467 
10.2S3 

$  72,887 
22,123 
4,851 

$-  22,409 
4,669 

$  23,676 

".655 
24.439 
59.404 
62,021 

10,666 
23.907 
64,824 
60,931 

11,249 
21,317 
58,349 
59,129 

15,736 
23,344 
64.848 
60.177 

16,407 
17.337 
70,628 
61,171 

48,723 
23,838 
42,222 
19.527 

58,316 
28,205 
45.584 
25.813 

52,502 
32,588 
41.681 
29,087 

55.149 
22,413 
39,050 
20,016- 

5S.474 
20.148 
27,615 
17.74S 

95.550 
24.469 
125,828 
43.266 

99.5S6 
25.437 
131.SS9 
12,238 

85.857 
20,724 
134,486 
11,181 

89,0-3 
14.690 

129,751 
11,052 

93.147 
21.319 
55.013 
11,122 

32.447 
40,050 
24,469 
45,470 

31.S63 
43.906 
25.437 
46,235 

28,411 
41,411 
20,724 
39,984 

30,332 
44,170 
14,690 
40,348 

22.931 
49.946 
21.319 
24.621 

66,237 
24.960 

66,380 
24.055 

61,467 
28,845 

61,951 
31,539 

62,898 
39,054 
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San  Francisco  Fire  Insurance  Preminms  for  Five  Tears— Concluded. 


Companies  and  Localifiea. 

Foreign  Companies— Continued. 

Palatine.  Manchester 

Patriotic,  Dublin 

Phoenix,  London 

Prussian  National.  Germany 

Royal,  Liverpool 

Royal  Exchange,  London 

Scottish  Union  &  National,  Edinburgh    .   .   . 

Sun,  London 

Svea.  Sweden 

Transatlantic.  Hamburg 

Union.  London      

Western,  Toronto 

Total,  including  retired  companies            .  . 
Grand  Total 


1894 

fll  Com- 

1893 
93  Com- 

1S92 
ms  Com- 

1891 
IW  Vmn- 

1S90 
114  Com- 

panies. 

panies. 

panies. 

panies. 

pames. 

$  88,936 
18,561 

$  53.886 
26,198 

$  43,988 
18,211 

$  19,915 

47.36S 
57.498 
24,960 
78,880 

41,366 
49.293 
24.055 
84,185 

35,369 
36,840 
28,844 
61,030 

33,604 

33,567 

31,539 

7,713 

$  34,192 
34,601 
39,054 

26,742 
41,227 
12,087 
51,952 

35,978 
43,810 
11,172 
51,968 

39,299 
35,039 
21,273 
44,611 

33,807 
38,786 
19,856 
35,896 

24,572 
35.914 
26,915 
34.718 

33,437 
15,540 

35,884 
■4,332 

21,031 
20,013 

11,602 
22,487 

i5,o(i 
20,177 

$1,495,971 

$1,502,966 

$1,394,993 

$r. 211,607 

$1,137,152 

$2,319  6y3 

$2,436,481 

$2,448,648 

$2,481,913 

$2,439,9)1 

Tlie  Special  Ag:ent  from  the  Manager's  Point  of 
•View. 

I  have  not  looked  into  the  genesis  of  the  special 
agent,  but  I  take  it  that  he  has  developed  from  the 
necessities  of  the  occasion— from  the  necessities  of 
the  business.  Where  I  come  from,  in  the  Cannibal 
Islands,  we  call  them  inspectors,  and  I  rather  like 
the  name  inspector,  in  preference  to  that  of  special 
agent. 

The  special  agent  gets  nearest  to  the  manager, 
and  gets  nearest  to  the  company  when  they  have 
an  intimate  acquaintance  with  each  other;  espec- 
ially so  when  the  men  grow  up  in  the  office.  From 
the  smallest— from  the  lowest  desk,  gradually  up 
to  the  highest  desk.  I  think  this  a  very  desirable 
training  for  the  special  agent. 

Now  I  take- it,  in  considering  the  genesis  of  the 
.special  agent,  that  he  is  the  most  important  item 
in  the  outfit,  and  In  the  instructions  that  can  be 
given  to  the  special  agent,  that  of  establishing  the 
good  name  of  his  company  is  the  most  important. 
No  matter  what  the  necessities  may  be  of  his  man- 
ager, and  he  is  weak,  as  all  men  are.  he  has  his 
soft  points  and  his  weak  points:  no  one  will  find 
these  out  quicker  than  the  special  agent,  because 
upon  him  depends  the  good  name  which  his  com- 
pany will  make  away  from  the  general  office.  1  am 
sure  I  voice  the  sentiment  of  a  number  of  the  gen- 
eral agents  and  managers  in  San  Francisco  when 
I  say  that  is  about  the  most  important  thing  that 
a  special  agent  can  impress  upon  the  local  agent— 
namely,  the  character  of  his  company.  Because 
special  agents  come  and  go,  but  the  company  is 
supposed  to  go  on  forever.  Therefore  I  say  one  of  the 
points  that  I  would  like  to  impress  upon  the  young 
men  who  are  before  me.  who  are  growing  up  to  the 
positions  that  you  expect  to  fill  as  special  agents, 
above  all  others,  that  they  will  protect  the  good 
name  of  the  company. 

Now  having  paved  the  way  for  what  I  think  to  be 
one  of  the  most  important  duties  of  the  special 
agent,  when  he  has  acquired  that,  and  accomp- 
lished that,  he  is  the  right  ann  of  the  manager. 
There  is  no  doubt  about  that.  No  manager  can  put 
too  much  confidence  in  the  special  agent.    For  up- 


on him  depends  the  .success  of  the  company  outside 
of  the  important  district  under  the  supervision  of 
the  general  manager  or  the  general  agent. 

Therefore  I  would  say  that  it  is  a  position  to  look 
forward  to,  a  position  desirable  to  till,  and  above 
all  things,  that  is  the  one  to  bear  in  mind.  That 
the  company  and  the  interests  of  his  company  are 
in  his  care,  and  it  should  be  a  sacred  treasure. 
One  to  be  guarded  with  all  care  and  preserved, 
the  good  name  that  is  placed  in  his  hands.— Hugh 
Craig.  

Nineteen  Lloyds  Failures. 
A  New  York  exchange,  the  Vigilant,  prints  the 
following  list  of  Lloyds  which  have  recently  failed: 
Brooklyn  Lloyds  Imperial  Lloyds 

Consolidated  Underw'rs    Metropolitan  Lloyds 
City  Lloyds  National   Underwriters 

Eastern  Lloyds  New  Amsterdam 

Empire  State  Lloyds         Standard  Lloyds 


Excelsior  Lloyds 
Fulton  Underwriters 
Great  Eastern  Lloyds 
Indemnity  Lloyds 


State  Union  Ass'n 
Universal  Lloyds 
Union  Lloyds 
Vanderbilt  Lloyds 


Insurance  Trust 


Bicycle  Accidents.  —  The  Travelers'  monthly 
paper  to  agents  says :  "  We  said  recently,  that  the 
accidents  to  wheelmen  had  not  so  far  increased  our 
claim  list  much,  because  the  victims  were  mainly 
raw  boys  or  youths  not  insured  or  wanted  for  risks, 
and  those  hurt  would  mostly  have  been  hurt  some 
other  way;  but  the  accidents  to  riders  are  in- 
creased by  those  to  pedestrians  from  being  run 
down  by  them,  and  as  shown  in  another  place- 
the  accidents  do  happen  and  should  be  insured 
against.*'  In  three  months  the  Travelers  paid 
$3,173  to  wheelmen.- Halladay  Temple  Wheel. 


Value  of  a  Life  Contract.— I  will  say  then 
that  I  regard  as  pre-eminently  the  primary  value  of 
a  life  contract,  that  phase  of  it  which  provides  for 
a  settlement  in  the  event  of  death.  It  is  not  the 
particulars  of  the  plan.  It  is  not  the  probability  of 
profit  to  the  living.— Prof.  Wm.  P.  Stewart. 
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Montana  Fee  Law. 

There  crept  into  the  Montana  legislation  last 
winter,  concealed  in  some  miscellaneous  bill,  a 
law  requiring  all  corporations  to  tile  copies  of 
their  charters  with  various  officials.  In  addi- 
tion to  a  filing  fee  of  $5,  there  was  a  license  of 
50  cents  for  every  $1,000  of  subscribed  capital 
up  to  $1,000,000,  and  25  cents  for  every  $1,000 
after  the  iirst  $1,000,000,  providing  the  total 
license  fee  shall  not  exceed  $1,500.  Those  few 
companies  which  had  already  tiled  their  char- 
ters, because  in  court  or  for  some  other  reason, 
are  not  affected  by  the  law.  There  is  some 
doubt  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  law, 
and  the  matter  has  been  taken  to  the  supreme 
court;  and  if  pronounced  constitutional  the 
case  may  be  carried  to  the  United  States  su- 
preme court.  Rather  than  jjay  the  fees  in  each 
county  vfhere  the  corpoi-ation  does  business, 
new  companies  of  various  kinds  are  incorpor- 
ating with  a  subscribed  capital  as  low  as 
$S,ooo,  where  ordinarily  it  would  be  $1,000,000. 

Recently  a  $1,000  certificate  in  an  assess- 
ment company  brought  the  beneficiary  of  D. 
J.  McCord  of  Avondale,  Ala.,  $167,  which  was 
the  total  yield  of  an  assessment  on  such  mem- 
bei'.  McCord  believed  in  "insurance  at  half 
price. ' ' 

United  States  Fire  Bnsiness  in  1893  and  1894. 

By  States  and  Sections. 
In  the  following  table  we  print  the  totals 
and  loss  ratios  of  the  fire  insurance  business 
by  states,  territories,  and  sections,  of  the 
United  States,  in  1893  and  1894,  together  with 
totals  for  1894,  1893,  1892,  1891,  1890,  and  1889: 

Lorn 


yeiu  EiKjlatid  States.    Preminms. 

Losses. 

Hallo. 

Connecticut    .  .  . 

1893  *2,36r,207 

%  1,212,284 

51-4 

1894 

2.420,758 

1,172,865 

4S.9 

Massachusetts 

i89,S 

7,713.797 

6.913.023 

Sl.o 

1894 

7,411.162 

4,673.265 

60.4 

Maine     

1893 

l.473.3'9 

932.637 

63.3 

iSgt 

1.534,278 

1,048.296 

68.3 

New  Hampshire 

1S93 

949,447 

376.900 

39-7 

■S9I 

958,847 

537.847 

561 

Rhode  Island  .  . 

1S93 

913,842 

750.659 

S2.2 

1894 

940,054 

493.909 

52.5 

Vermont 

1S93 

553.929 

3S7.54S 

70.0 

1S91 

.  .a 

512,612 

13.777.711 

413.641 

80.S 

Total,  189^ 

$  8.339,823 

60.5 

1S93 

13.884.004 

10,602.971 

76.4 

1892 

13,065,182 

7.287.481 

55.8 

1891 

11,601.472 

6.693.202 

57-7 

1890 

12,154,765 

5.965.650 

49,1 

1889 

11.489.924 

10,398,255 

90.5 

Total  six  years 

.  J175.S36,223 

J49.0S9.280 

64.7 

Middle  Atlantic  States.    Prems. 
Delaware 1893  $   266,035  . 

1S94       274,231 
Dis"t  of  Columbia  1893       391,147 

1894       294,700 


Maryland     .   . 
New  York    .   . 
New  Jersey 
Pennsylvania 


.  1893  1,749.091 
1894  1,873,457 

.  1S93  21.690,373 
1894  22,085,737 

■  1893  3.696.756 
1894  3,740,577 

■  1S93  9.915-180 
1S94  9,858,872 


Losses. 

$  112.377 
194,889 

179857 
■  210,500 
1,545,920 

970,835 

15,143-837 
12,116,222 

1,797,045 
1,7771851 
5,939,066 

4,874,744 


Loss 
Ratio. 
42.2 
71. 1 
45  6 
71.5 
88.0 
51.8 
69.8 
54-8 
48.6 
47-5 

59-7 
49.2 


37.654,864 
37,113.404 
34.SS4.858 
33,388,445 
32,266,401 


Total,  189)  . 

1S93. 
1892  . 
1891  . 
1890  . 
1889  . 

Total  six  years  . 

South  Atlantic  and 

Gulf  States.  Preins. 

Alabama      ....  1893  $1,143,999 

1S94  1.004,831 

Florida      1893  575,489 

1894  "  597,076 

1893  2,044,381 

1894  1,905,826 

1593  2,487,507 
1894  2,649,323 

1893  759,680 

1894  787.985 

1893  869.858 

1894  783,751 

1893  718,605 

1894  560,677 
1893  3,925,241 

1594  3,H7,273 

1893  1,656,054 

1894  1,588,761 
i8<)3  401,326 
1S94  331,485 


.$38,127,574      $20,145,041        52; 


24,688,670 
22,611.321 
23,864.769 
19,466.370 
19,329.736 


65.5 
61.2 
68.4 
58.3 
59  9 


213,435,546    $130,105,907        61.0 


Georgia  .  .  .  . 
Louisiana  ,  .  . 
Mississippi  .  . 
North  Carolina 
South  Carolina  . 
Texas  .  .  .  . 
Virginia  .  .  .  . 
West  Virginia  . 


Losses. 

$   463.612 

774.192 

22,JI4 
171,204" 
946,850 
897,775 
1,136,700 
1,437,638 
421.062 
376,014 
823.045 
319,106 

654,443 
406,654 

2.627,492 

2,751,794 

1,416,464 

773,646 

275,440 
116,885 


Loss 
Patio. 

40.5 
79-1 
39-8 
2S.7 

46.3 
58.0 

46.0 
48.9 
55  4 
47-7 
94.6 
40.7 
91.0 
72-5 
66.0 
88.2 

88.5 
48.7 
6S.6 
50.9 


Total,  1S94  . 
1893. 
1892  . 
1S91  . 
1890  . 
1889  . 


$13,326,988  $8,044,008  60.3 

14,582.140  8,987.322  61.6 

13.646,795  9,985.937  73-1 

12,429,857  7,880,662  63.4 

11,059.888  5,640.600  51.0 

12.514,791  6,119.835  48.9 


Total  six  years    .   .    $77,560,459 

Mississippi  Valley 
and  Lake  States.  Preins. 

Arkansas     ....  1893  $  659,985 

1894       715,395 
Illinois 1893  11,916,597 

1894  13.051,256 


'$46,659,284  60.1 

Loss 

Losses.  Patio. 

$    404,230  61.2 

430,990  61. 1 

6,571,080  54.7 

7,680,113  58.8 


The  Coast  T^ei/ieiv. 


353 


Iowa    .   .   . 

1893 
1S94 

4.315-554 
4.254,358 

2,201.888 
2,408,012 

51.0 
56.6 

Indiana  .   . 

1893 

1894 

3,545,254 
3.480.429 

2,203,563 
2,106.287 

62.2 
60.5 

Indian  Territory 

■■S93 
1894 

97,414 
125,614 

34,454 
81,568 

35-4 
64.9 

Kentucky 

1893 
1894 

2,520,024 
2,656,552 

2,330,224 
■,638,385 

92.0 
60.8 

Kansas  .   . 

1S93 
1894 

1,929.936 
1,961,420 

913,576 
1.070,392 

48.9 
54.5 

Missouri   , 

1893 
1894 

5,026.444 
4,913,397 

4,524,619 
3,495,263 

90.0 

71,1 

Michigan  . 

1893 
1894 

4,463,844 
4,272,438 

2,580,143 
2,401,516 

57-6 
56.2 

Minnesota 

1893 
1894 

4,031,800 
4,005.293 

3,392,236 
2,459.097 

S4.0 
61.0 

Nebraska 

JS93 
1S94 

1.998. 147 
1.816,450 

l,2.S8.6l5 
1,126,456 

61.4 
67.5 

North  Dakota    . 

1893. 
1S94 

442,330 
390,578 

1.4^9,917 
265,559 

318.8 
68.0 

Ohio    .   .   . 

1893 
1894 

7.019,223 
6,749,338 

4. 115.789 
4,063,632 

58.7 
60.2 

Olvlahoma 

1S93 
1894 

92.624 
108,245 

23,230 
28,772 

25.0 
252 

South  Dakota     . 

1893 
1S94 

452.783 
396,050 

207,465 
186,753 

45-7 
48.9 

Tennessee 

t893 
1894 

1,879,793 
1,790,093 

1,245,035 
1,124,403 

66.2 
62.8 

Wisconsin 

,  1894 
1893 
1892 
1891 
1890 
1S89 

years 

1893 
1894 

.    .« 

4,425,768 
4,322.643 

3,124,279 
2,823,430 

70.0 
65.2 

Total 

55,009,551 
54,821,520 
54.408.254 
47,997,390 
47,713,033 
44,778,747 

$33,410,628 
36,600,373 
28.915,030 
28,175.900 
24.188.970 
23.464.722 

60.8 
66.7 
53-2 
58.7 
507 
52.4 

Total  six 

04.728,495 

$174,785,643 

57-3 

Parific  Conxt 
and  Mo  an/an  Sfates. 

Prems. 

Lof^tfes. 

Lo.^n 
Palio. 

Alaska   .   . 

■  1S93 
1S94 

S   30.749 
23.652 

*    3.330 
6,923 

lo.S 

30.0 

Arizona 

■  1S93 
1894 

H4.606 
102,869 

59.664 
79,879 

52.0 
77.0 

Calitornia 

•  1893 
1894 

6,782,158 
6,337.060 

2,668,721 
2,815,670 

39-3 
44-4 

Colorado    . 

■  1893 
1S94 

1,555-363 
1.428,619 

928,500 
791,651 

59-7 
55.6 

Idaho      .   . 

.1893 
1894 

170,450 
183,486 

191,707 
232,628 

112.5 
126  7 

Montana 

.  1893 
1S94 

643,787 
626.905 

253,736 
228,544 

39-3 
36.4 

New  Mexico    .   . 

.  1893 
1S91 

180,821 
133,219 

174.387 
78,920 

96.0 
59-2 

Nevada .   . 

.  1S93 
1894 

102.803 
125,224 

59.126 
43,142 

57.4 
34-5 

Oregon    .   . 

.  1893 
1894 

1,010,743 
890,006 

452,999 
613,594 

44.8 
72.3 

Utah 1893  377,130  262.3S3  69.6 

1S91  362,584  i,so.3oo  41.5 

W.voming     ....  1893  132.467  69,321  52.3 

1S91  133,750  50,140  37.5 

Washington    .  .   .  1893  1.398,320  764.835  55-5 

1S94  1,147,583  620.81J2  54.1 

Total,  1894  ■  .  $11,491,957  $5,745,283  50.0 

1893  .  .  .    12.499.397  5,891,709  47.1 

1892  .  .  .    13.104,300  5,857,481  44.7 

1S91  .  .  .    12,565,561  4.712,875  37.5 

1S90  ,  .  .    11.S13.315  4.866.956  41.2 

1S89  .  .  .      9,991,415  7,I53..842  71.6 

Total  six  years  .    .    $71,458,915  $34,228,146        47.8 

L088 

Total  Vniteii  Utales.     Premiums.  Losses.       Patio. 

Total.  1894 $131,736,781  $75,685,683       57.5 

1893 133,304.090  86,572.943       64.7 

1892 131,337.935  74.863.799       57.0 

1891 118,571,764  71.27S.650       60.1 

1890 114.5S1.079  59.560.600       51. 1 

1889 III. f  31,296  66,599980       60.0 

Total  six  years  .  .  $740,562,927  $434,561,655  58.6 
Total  Canada. 

Total,  1894 I    6.711,369  $4,591,149  68.4 

1893 6.793,595  5,052,691)  74.3 

1892 6,512.327  4,470,23s  68.5 

The  Renewable  Term  Pl.4N.— This  plan  of  in- 
surance, originated  and  copyrighted  by  the  ^Etna 
Life,  was  tirst  introduced  In  the  year  1868.  It 
affords  reliable  insurance  at  low  rates.  It  is  pecu- 
liarly adapted  to  those  who  want  immediate  pro- 
tection, but  are  not  ready  or  able  to  pay  tor  endow- 
ment or  other  plans  more  expensive.  All  policies 
issued  on  this  plan,  requiring  to  be  renewed  for  a 
second  or  third  term  of  ten  years,  have  been  so  re- 
newed at  the  original  rate.— -Etna  Lite  Circular. 
All  or  nearly  all  American  life  offices  now  issue  re- 
newable tei-m  policies.  The  rates  range  from  $12.50 
per  $1,000  at  age  21,  $16.10  at  age  30,  to  $22.81  at 
age  40. 

Coast  Review  Estimates.— Total  Coast  los.ses 
will  be  about  five  and  a  fifth  millions,  the  prem- 
iums will  have  fallen  oft  a  round  million,  and  the 
average  loss  ratio  will  be  50  per  cent.  This  from 
the  January  Coast  Review.  A  month  later  the 
otBcial  figures  were  $5,198,227  losses,  a  ratio  of  49.7. 
and  $938,761  less  premium  income.  This  year  we 
are  "at  sea."  Who  can  estimate  the  Coast  fire 
premiums  with  any  reasonable  chance  of  approxi- 
mating the  amount? 

Down  South.— It  seems  dangerous  for  a  colored 
man  to  become  a  little  more  comfortably  fixed  than 
his  neighbors.  It  seems  hard  to  deprive  these 
people  of  the  protection  of  fire  insurance.  But  they 
can  not  be  protected  except  at  a  loss  to  the  insur- 
ing companies.— Kentucky  Herald. 

The  best  thing  out— a  conflagration.- Daily  Crita- 
ber. 
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Swiss  Marine  Insurance  Companies  Combined. 

A  strong  combination,  and  one  that  has 
proved  popular  to  owners  of  marine  risks,  is 
that  of  the  several  Swiss  companies  bearing: 
this  associate  name.  The  net  surplus  over  cap- 
ital and  liabilities  is  more  than  eleven  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  and  the  cash  assets  are 
three  million  dollars.  Handsome  profits  were 
made  last  year. 

Syz  &  Co.  represent  the  Swiss  Marine  Com- 
panies Combined  on  this  Coast.  They  have 
done  a  very  profitable  business  for  the  Swiss 
Marine,  with  a  remarkably  low  loss  ratio. 
Syz  &  Co. 's  annual  premiums  are  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  two  and  a  quarter  millions.  They 
represent  Swiss  companies  only,  and  have 
built  up  a  choice  business. 


to  do  with  chemistry  >.  Fie  !  Dr.  B.  We  shall 
not  be  surprised  to  read  of  "luxuriant"  offices 
or  a  "bran"  new  something,  in  the  Under- 
writer. 


Standard  Electric  Buildings. 

The  New  York  Tariff  Association  has  pre- 
pared a  schedule  of  requirements  for  standard 
electric  light  and  power  buildings.  Here  are 
some  of  the  requirements  and  charges : 

For  electric  light  and  power  stations  wood  is 
e.xcluded,  the  height  is  limited  to  one  story,  with- 
out basement  or  space  beneath;  area,  5,000  square 
feet;  metal  roof,  incombustible  flooring;  no  com- 
bustible flui.sh  nor  concealed  spaces,  nor  wooden 
division  walls,  partitions,  etc.;  stock,  brick  or 
iron,  outside.  Generators  in  dry  place,  insulated; 
conductors  visible,  accessible,  on  non-combustible 
insulators,  without  contact  except  by  non-com- 
bustible insulating  tubes;  so  far  apart  that  they 
can  not  come  in  contact;  provided  with  safety 
fuses;  looped  downward,  where  leaving  the  build- 
ing, and  the  tubes  so  inclined  as  to  prevent  the  en- 
trance of  rainwater.  .Switchboards  dry,  accessi 
ble,  not  dangerous  to  adjacent  combustible  ma- 
terial, may  be  placed  against  brick  or  stone  wall 
when  the  wiring  is  entirely  on  the  face.  Lightning 
arresters  must  be  provided. 

The  basis  rate  is  .50.  The  charges  for  deficiencies 
include  .25  (or  frame  walls,  .05  tor  each  additional 
story  or  a  basement,  .20  for  shingle  roof,  .10  for 
wooden  floor,  .50  tor  switch-boards  not  up  to  re- 
quirements, 1. 00  for  ashes  in  combustible  recep- 
tacles, 1. 00  (or  oils  or  gasoline  if  stored  in  station. 
The  rate  on  dynamos,  motors  and  all  electrical 
contents  of  any  station  to  be  at  least  .25  more  than 
rate  on  station  and  other  contents,  but  shall  never 
be  less  than  one  per  cent. 


We  are  grieved  to  find  in  the  Baltimore 
Underwriter  the  use  of  the  word  "restive" 
in  the  sense  of  "restless."  This  is  daily 
newspaper  reporter  English,  Doctor.  One 
might  as  well  say  "destructive"  when  mean- 
ing "harmless."  Webster?  Never  mind 
him.  Again,  in  the  August  20  number,  our 
contemporary  speaks  of  the  "basic"  principle 
of  life  insurance.     What  has  life  insurance 


OvK  CoMP.\KATivE  Table  Of  the  American 
fire  business  by  sections  has  additional  inter- 
est this  year,  for  in  addition  to  the  six  years' 
totals  we   compare    1893   with    1894   figures. 
There  was  a  decline  in  premium  income,  as 
the    result  of   hard    times,   whereas  in   1893 
there  was  a  slight  increase,  and  in  1892  an  ex- 
traordinary   increase    due    to    extraordinary 
prosperity.     These  good  times  will  come  again 
in  some  degree,  we  hope  and  believe.    In  six 
years  the  lowest  average  loss  ratio  has  been 
on  the  Coast,  where  the  underwriters  had  a 
compact,  and  the  hi.ehest  averages  in  the  same 
time  have  been  in  New  England  and  in  the 
Southeast,  where  there  are  tariff  as.sociations 
also.     Our  corrected  figures  show  that  the  loss 
ratio  in  Idaho  in  1894  was  the  largest,  and  in 
that    new,    moral,    orderly,    poverty-stricken 
territory  of  Oklahoma  the  average  was  lowest. 
The  states  and  territories  in  which  the  insur- 
ance companies  lost  money  were :  Maine,  Ver- 
mont,   Delaware,    District  of  Columbia,   Ala- 
bama, SouthCarolina,  Texas,  Indian  Territory, 
Missouri,  Nebraska,  North  Dakota,  Wisconsin, 
Arizona,  Idaho  and  Oregon.     The  great  Cen- 
tral West  furnishes  the  greatest  volume  of 
premiums— rich  land  of  corn  and  wheat,  hogs 
and  hominy.     Forty  per  cent,  of  the  total  to  its 
credit.    In  the  old  South  or  slave  states  the 
business,   as  usual,  was  unprofitable.     Texas 
maintains  its  phenomenally  bad  record.     Kan- 
sas' increased  loss  ratio  may  be  due  to  drouth 
and  the  low  price  of  wheat.     Some  mouths  ago 
we  called  attention  to  these  unfavorable  con- 
ditions, and  suggested  that  the  possible  effect 
on   the  losses  be  noted.     The  figures  in  our 
table  are  drawn  from  state  reports  and  from 
company  reports  to  the   Coast  Review  and  to 
several  of  its  exchanges. 


The  Fire  Tables. 
Chronicle  Fire  Tables,  Chronicle  Pub.  Co.,  New 
York.  A  book  of  400  pages  of  statistics  of  flres, 
losses,  hazards,  causes,  population,  etc.,  classified. 
This  standard  work  is  as  standard  as  ever  this 
year.  It  is  the  only  work  of  its  kind  in  the  world. 
A  dry  though  indispensable  compilation,  yet  we 
read  in  it  that  the  "last"  factory  in  New  York  was 
burned  last  year.  Perhaps  this  was  the  result  of 
the  last  change  in  the  tariff.  We  are  happy  to  note 
that  there  is  one  state  in  which  there  are  more 
saw-mill  fire  losses  though  (ewer  saw-mill  fires 
than  in  Washington.  That  is  Wisconsin.  Wash- 
ington is  credited  with  yt  saw-mill  flres.  destroy- 
ing $312,759  and  costing  the  insurers  $122,089. 


The  Coast  T^ei^ieiv. 


i55 


The  Washington  Life  Insurance  Company. 

Measured  Ijy  all  of  the  strietest  standards 
of  solvency  and  strength  the  Washington  Life 
Insurance  Company  of  New  York  is  in  the 
front  rank.  Bigger  companies  are  barely  in 
line  with  it.  measui'ed  by  these  same  tests. 

The  policy  of  the  Washington  Life  is  lib- 
eral, but  the  policy  of  the  management  is  con- 
servative. The  interests  of  the  old  as  well 
as  the  new  policyholders  command  the  best 
services  of  the  officers  and  directors,  and  de- 
tei'mine  plans  and  expenditures. 

Thus  the  affairs  of  the  company  are  care- 
fully builded  on  a  rock.  Future  financial 
gales  can  not  affect  this  Washington  fortress 
of  defense  against  want  and  untimely  death. 
Absolute  protection,  not  size  of  building,  is 
the  sound,  guiding  principle  of  the   builders. 

The  Washington  .Life  now  has  some  $14,- 
000,000  assets,  a  gain  of  nearly  a  million, 
through  careful  investmeuts  and  increased 
business.  It  has  a  million  and  a  half  of  sur- 
plus, and  a  total  income  approaching  three 
millions.  The  condition  of  the  company  is 
perfect. 

On  this  Coast  the  Washington  Life  is  repre- 
sented by  John  H.  Gray  in  California  and  C. 
L.  Pay  in  Oregon  and  Washington.  Agents 
should  write  to  these  gentlemen  for  particu- 
lars. 

Frand  Fraker  Found. 

Dr.  Geo.  W.  Fi-aker,  the  life  insurance  swind- 
ler, who  disappeared  beneath  the  yellow  sur- 
face of  the  Missouri  river,  near  Kansas  City, 
in  the  latter  part  of  1893,  has  been  found  in 
the  wilds  of  northern  Minnesota,  fifty  miles 
from  a  jxistoffice.  A  few  days  before  the  dis- 
covery of  Fraker' s  ivhereabouts  the  courts  had 
ordered  the  insurers  to  pay  the  insurance 
money  into  court.  On  August  12  the  standing 
reward  of  ^10.000  was  withdrawn.  Fi*aker  had 
$58,000  on  liis  life ;  .$40,000  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  a  probate  court,  and  payment  of  this  amount 
has  been  ordered  stopped. 

Fraker  had  lived  in  California,  Utah  and 
Denver,  and  it  is  possible  he  had  previously 
carried  out  successfully  his  plans  to  swindle. 
While  fishing  he  was  alleged  to  have  drowned, 
and  three  men  more  or  less  disreputable  swore 
that  they  had  seen  him  drown ;  and  the  jury 
brought  in  a  verdict  against  the  insurers. 

One  company,  an  old-liner,  is  said  to  have 
paid  on  presentation  of  proofs  of  loss.  This 
promptcompany  will  not  recover  anything ;  the 
others  will  probably  recover  every  dollar. 

Fraker  is  now  in  a  Missouri  jail,  and  must 
auwer  to  five  charges  of  attempt  to  defraud. 


Detectives  had  been  searching  for  him  for  the 
past  two  years.  The  man  who  found  Fraker 
has  been  following  a  clue  for  a  year. 


Insurance  on  Chiu-ch  WhUe  Building:. 
The  contractors  gave  bonds,  with  the  agree- 
ment that  the  church  should  insure  its  inter- 
est. Prior  to  the  day  of  destruction  the 
church  trustees  had  paid  The  contractors  §^14.- 
489.  but  had  taken  out  only ..$10,000  insurance. 
The  church  sued  the  contractors  and  their 
sureties  to  recover  the  money  paid  under  the 
contract.  It  was  held  that  the  failure  of  the 
church  to  keep  the  building  insured  to  the 
extent  of  its  interest  therein  was  a  complete 
defense  for  the  sureties:  that  the  sureties 
were  under  no  obligations  to  make  inquires 
from  time  to  time  to  ascertain  if  the  church  had 
complied  with  its  conti'act  to  insure  its  inter- 
est in  the  property.  All  of  which  moves  the 
Coast  Review  to  inquire,  What  is  the  use  of 
employing  an  insurance  broker^ 


Formerly  of  Tacoma. 

Robert  Burns,  the  creator  of  the  Eastera  Lloyds, 
is  remembered  as  the  grave  digger  of  the  Citizens 
of  Ohio.  His  career,  as  an  operator  In  wild  cat  in- 
surance, was  so  well  known  in  the  West,  that  he 
naturally  came  to  New  York,  where  he  knew  he 
would  be  hospitably  received  and  tenderly  pro- 
tected by  the  state  otflcials.  There  is  no  danger  of 
Mr.  Burns  leaving  us.  We  pi-edicted  months  ago 
that  he  would  be  beard  from  "'early  and  often.'' 
He  not  only  created  the  Eastern  Lloyds,  but  later 
he  created  and  buried  the  Great  Eastern  Lloyds. 
The  New  York  brokers  don't  seem  to  take  so  kindly 
to  him  as  they  once  did.  and  his  last  weakling  died 
of  marasmus.  He  may.  however,  be  depended  on 
to  try  again. — The  Vigilant,  N.  Y. 

Where  Fire  Engines  are  Not  Needed  in  Canada. 

Montreal,  July  30. — A  miracle  is  reported  from 
L'Assomption.  When  the  flames  were  about  to 
destroy  the  shop  of  the  Lessage  brothers  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Dorval,  curate  of  L'Assomptiom,  and  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Lessage,  curate  of  the  Mile  End,  seized  the 
framed  picture  of  Saint  Amable  and  walked  around 
the  threatened  building,  holding  the  saint  above 
their  heads.  The  wind  immediately  changed  as  if 
by  magic,  eye  witnesses  say.  and  the  building  was 
saved.— Press  dispatch.  L'.Vssomption,  assuming 
this  true,  is  a  place,  and  about  the  only  one,  where 
fire  underwriters  may  with  reason  cut  rates. 


New  Digest  of  Insurance  Decisions. 

A  new  edition  of  Hine  &  Nichols'  Digest  of  Fire 
and  Marine  Decisions  has  been  received.  It  is 
being  offered  at  a  reduced  price.  Bound  in  sheep, 
803  pages,  with  85  pages  of  indexes.  Contents  ar- 
ranged alphabetically.  This  is  a  standard  book 
with  a  high  standard. 
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Life  and  Miscellaneons  Insnrance. 
In  insurance  iu  force  in  Sweden  the  New- 
York  Life  stands  first.     Its  6,H26,ooo  ki'oners 
in  force  is  a  trifle  less  amount   than   the  total 
of  nine  British  life  offices. 

The  Preferred  Accident  is  issuing  a  new 
policy  known  as  the  "quarterly  combination 
life  indemnity."  It  costs  $8  quarterly  and 
gives  two  years  indemnity. 

Next  month  an  article  on  the  decadence  of 
the  Knights  of  Honor  will  appear  in  the  Coast 
Review.  At  a  later  date  a  number  of  assess- 
ment insurance  court  decisions  will  be  printed 
in  brief. 

Assessment  Insurance. — Failures  are  num- 
erous, and  the  people  view  this  class  of  in- 
sui'ance  with  suspicion.  —  Minn.  Ins.  Report. 
Diminished  receipts  and  increased  losses  iu 
this  state. 

The  Mutual  Life,  as  well  as  the  Equitable, 
has  withdrawn  from  Prussia,  because  of  illib- 
eral restrictions.  The  new  requirements 
seem  designed  to  foix-e  the  American  life 
companies  out  of  the  country.  This  is  Prus- 
sian loss,  and  possibly  American  gain. 

The  Northwestern  Masonic,  like  the  Mu- 
tual Reserve,  has  "punctured  its  tire."  Both 
associations  have  lost  "wind,"  anyway,  and 
will  be  forced  hereafter  to  confine  themselves 
more  closely  to  facts  and  the  law  of  mortal- 
ity. "Insurance  at  half  price"  is  "a  Cheap 
John"  promise. 

Last  month  the  British  managers  of  two 
American  life  offices  received  an  application 
from  an  agent  at  the  antipodes  for  a  salaried 
appointment  in  London.  Kaeh  manager  was 
also  asked  to  cable  a  substantial  remittance  on 
account,  to  pay  expenses  to  England,  the  one 
of  £50,  the  other  of  .£60.  It  was  only  when 
one  manager  happened  to  mention  the  matter 
to  the  other,  that  the  coolness  of  the  request 
was  understood. — Business. 

There  has  been  a  large  decline  in  accident 
business  iu  Minnesota  since  '92,  and  a  corres- 
ponding increase  in  employers'  liability  prem- 
iums. In  the  latter  class  last  year  the  prem- 
iums were  $108,985  and  the  losses  were  ^o,- 
755..  Measured  by  this  standard  the  reinsur- 
ance reserve  of  the  Union  Casualty  of  St. 
Louis  would  have  to  be  increased  about  S90.- 
000,  which  would  leave  the  company  impaired. 
The  reinsurance  reserve  of  50  per  cent,  of  the 
employers'  liability  premiums  is  certainly  too 
low,  as  the  Illinois  insurance  commissioner 
says. 


The  London  Guarantee  &  Accident  refuses 
to  get  into  line  on  the  standard  policy  propo- 
sition. 

The  Northwestern  Masonic  has  again  in- 
creased its  rates,  becau.se  of  "au  increased 
death  rate."     Will  there  be  a  stampede; 

The  National  Accident  of  New  York  and  the 
Atlas  of  Boston  have  refused  to  pa.v  a  claim 
because  the  assured  was  riding  in  a  freight 
car. 

There  are  a  number  of  Holland  colonies  on 
the  Pacific  Coast,  and  the  Netherland  Life 
will  probably  plant  an  agency  here  at  an  early 

date. 

The  Accident  Ins.  Co.  of  N.  A.  (Canada)  has 
finally  ceased  to  transact  business.  For  sev- 
eral years  this  company  was  represented  in 
San  Francisco. 

The  Provident  Fund  Society  of  New  York 
(accident)  may  pay  as  much  as  ten  cents  on 
the  dollar.  Fools  flock  into  similar  ventures 
in  San  Francisco. 

Life  and  accident  agents  are  directed  to 
the  last  page  in  this  number  for  an  index  for 
the  year.  The  article  needed  may  be  found 
by  consulting  this  index. 

The  Ocean  Accident  &  Guarantee  Co.  of  Lon- 
don challenges  the  American  eagles.  It  has 
just  deposited  §200,000  with  the  New  York  in- 
surance department.  It  will  do  a  credit  guar- 
antee business. 

Agents  complain  of  competition.  This  com- 
plaint is  not  new  ;  for,  during  the  first  year  of 
its  existence  (iu  1837)  we  find  the  directors 
of  the  Scottish  Pi'ovident  complaining  of  "the 
great  competition." — Business. 

Elsewhere  appears  a  table  of  American  life 
business  by  states,  for  the  last  two  years. 
We  have  compiled  this  from  state  reports  and 
from  our  exchanges.  Unfortunately,  the  table 
is  necessarily  incomplete.  It  is  surprising  to 
note  that  Pennsylvania  leads  in  the  amount  of 
new  business  written.  It  is  far  ahead  of  New 
York.  The  effect  of  the  hard  times  is  visible 
in  a  general  decline  of  new  business,  except  in 
Nevr  York,  where  the  principal  industry  is 
money-lending,  and  in  Kentucky,  where  whis- 
key is  the  staple  production.  Hard  times  never 
reduce  the  demand  for  money  nor  for  whiskey. 
This  is  the  first  compilation  of  the  kind  we 
have  seen.  Doubtless  some  of  the  totals  are 
incomplete,  and  there  maj'  have  been  no  in- 
crease or  no  decrease  where  the  contrary  ap- 
pears. 
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The  Modern  Woodmen  order  has  increased 
its  assessments  40  per  cent. 

The  Legion  of  Justice  of  New  Yorl£  is  in  the 
hands  of  a  receiver.     Next ! 

Advertisements  in  the  Coast  Review  are  an 
invitation  to  apply  for  an  agency. 

The  editor  of  the  Baltimore  Underwriter  is 
preparing  an  article  on  albuminuria.    Thanks. 

The  New  York  Life  will  erect  a  home-oflice 
building,  of  white  marble,  at  a  cost  of  *2,ooo- 
000. 

The  directors  of  the  Star  Accident  Associa- 
tion of  Chicago  have  resigned  in  a  bi)dy.  Per- 
haps this  sudden  resignation  is  significant. 

The  Prov.  Aid  So.  of  Maine  quits  because 
it  can  not  secure -'new  blood."  This  is  the 
special    weakness    of    the    assessment    plan. 

Next. 

The  Royal  Union  Life  of  Iowa  is  making  a 
good  record.  Probably  it  will  come  further 
west,  like  the  Iowa  grasshoppei-,  in  "this 
wheat  bye-and-bye."' 

The  Knights  of  Honor  order  is  in  serious 
trouble.  Seventeen  thousand  members  have 
recently  resigned,  and  now  it  is  time  for  the 
remainder  to  feel  resigned. 

Two  foreign  life  companies  are  doing  busi- 
ness in  this  country :  the  Nederlands  and  the 
Canada  Life.  The  United  States,  unlike 
many  countries,  welcomes  every  sound  insur- 
ance company. 

The  Trolley  Mutual  Accident  Company  has 
been  organized  in  Philadelphia,  but  its  poli- 
cies do  not  cover  injuries  to  the  per-son  run 
over  by  the  electric  car.  The  company  dares 
not  assume  that  hazard. 

It  is  announced  that  the  American  Protect- 
ive Association  has  formed  an  insurance 
branch  with  a  contract  with  regular  life  com- 
panies. The  proposition  to  adopt  the  assess- 
ment plan  was  voted  down.  The  assessment 
plan  is  known  to  be  a  failure. 

During  the  mouth  of  May  the  New  York 
Life  paid  242  policies  on  the  lives  of  216  policy- 
holders, the  total  sum  paid  being  .$791,445.06. 
Of  these,  12  claims,  amounting  to  §46,277. 19, 
were  upon  the  lives  of  men  who  had  insured 
less  than  one  year  before  death.  The  number 
of  such  policyholders  whose  claims  were  paid 
during  the  year  1894  was  297.  They  had 
passed  a  strict  medical  examination,  and  had 
the  prospect  of  long  life,  but  they  died  less 
than  a  vear  afterward. 


New  York  Fire  Lloyds  Admitted  to  California. 

commissioxer  hlogins  opens  the  docks  wide 
—Any  Wild-Cat  Lloyds  Can  Now  Enter 
THE  St.\te  and  Prey  on  the  Public  —  A 
Ridiculous  Construction  of  the  Statute— 
Is  Gov.  Budd  OB  Com.  Higgins  Right"; 

Insurance  Commissioner  Higgins  of  Califor- 
nia has  admitted  three  of  the  New  York 
Lloyds,  under  a  very  much  strained  construc- 
tion of  sub-division  3  of  section  607  of  the  Po- 
litical Code.  If  the  courts  and  the  attorney- 
general  of  the  state  do  not  interfere,  the  whole 
brood  of  New  York  wild-cats  may  be  expected 
to  troop  into  the  state  through  the  doors  which 
Mr.  Higgins  kindly  holds  open. 

At  the  present  writing,  three  of  these 
Lloyds  have  been  admitted  to  California,  to- 
wit :  the  Traders,  the  Mercantile  and  the 
Manufacturers.  They  are  represented  by  E. 
W.  S.  Van  Slyke.  and  have  been  doing  busi- 
ness without  authority,  and  would  doubtless 
have  continued  to  do  so.  Now,  however,  they 
stand  accredited  by  the  state  insurance  de- 
partment, and  their  powers  for  miscliief  have 
been  increased. 

It  must  be  admitted  to  Commissioner  Hig- 
gins" credit,  however,  that  he  prepared  a  bill 
to  prevent  the  Lloyds  from  operating  in  Cali- 
fornia under  more  favorable  conditions  than 
mutuals  and  stock  companies.  This  bill  was 
passed  by  both  houses,  but  the  governor  with- 
held his  signature,  on  the  ground  that  the  ex- 
existing  statutes  covered  the  provisions  of 
the  bill.  Unfortunate  claimants  who  may  be 
losers  by  the  Lloyds  can  saddle  the  responsi- 
bility on  the  commissioner  or  the  governor,  as 
they  please,  but  they  should  not  neglect  to 
charge  their  own  folly  with  a  share  of  the  re- 
sixinsibility  for  their  losses. 

In  his  annual  rejxirt  to  the  governor  Commis- 
sioner Higgins  said:  "A  careful  examination 
of  the  law  has  convinced  me  that  Lloyds  are 
entitled  to  admission,  upon  complying  with 
the  statutes,  which  I  have  no  doubt  some  can 
do."  It  seems  now,  from  the  admission  of  the 
several  Lloyds,  that  Mr.  Higgins  has  no  doubt 
that  all  can  comply  with  the  statutes. 

As  we  have  before  said,  this  was  the  first 
intimation  that  anybody  questioned  the  right 
of  the  Lloyds  or  any  association  or  individual 
to  do  business  in  the  state  if  able  to  comply 
with  the  laws.  When  able  to  do  so  there  is  no 
room  for  discussion. 

The  commissioner  has  taken  a  very  narrow 
view  of  the  law,  and  has  based  his  lamentable 
action  on  a  single  paragraph,  as  follows ; 
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Sec.  607  [Pol.  Code].  The  commissioner  must 
cause  every  corpor:ition  or  person,  before  engaging 
in  the  business  of  insurance,  to  file  in  his  office  as 
follows: 

3.'  If  not  incorporated,  a  certificate  setting  forth 
....  the  amount  of  actual  capital  emplo.ved  or  to 
be  employed  therein,  etc. 

This,  it  would  appear  from  the  department's 
ruling,  constitutes  the  statutes,  or  at  least  .so 
much  of  them  as  the  Lloyds  need  comply  with. 
Mr.  Hlssiiis  ignores  the  statutes  requiring 
.$200,000  available  assets  in  excess  of  liabilities 
other  than  capital. 

As  the  Coast  Review,  in  previous  issues,  has 
pointed  out,  the  law  is  somewhat  obscure.  It 
was  to  be  expected,  therefore,  that  the  com- 
missioner would  ask  the  attorney-general  for 
an  opinion.  So  much  at  least  seems  required 
from  the  state  supervisor  of  insurance  when 
there  is  doubt,  and  when  the  ruling,  as  in  this 
case,  places  the  people  of  California  "at  the 
mercy  of  these  sharks  and  speculators."  We 
quote  Mr.  Higgins'  own  words. 

The  California  insurance  statutes  are  not 
phrased  in  either  clear  or  correct  English. 
The  commissioner  might  well  hesitate,  and 
consult  the  attoruey-geueral,  before  taking 
action  in  this  matter.  But  the  law  explicitly 
requires  stock  companies  to  have  .5200,000  paid- 
up  capital,  and  mutual  companies  ^200,000 
available  assets  in  excess  of  liabilities.  This 
law  applies  to  persons  as  well.  If  the  capital 
stock  or  available  assets  of  the  company  or 
mutual  or  person  be  impaired  below  $200,000, 
or  below  seventy-five  percent.,  "such  person 
is  insolvent." 

Sec.  419  of  the  Civ.  Code  says:  No  per.son, 
corporation  or  association  "must"  transact 
any  insurance  business  in  this  state  unless  in 
possession  of  a  paid-up  capital  stock  equal  to  at 
least  $200,000  in  available  cash  assets  over  lia- 
bilities. Nor  "must"  any  per.son,  corporation 
or  association  on  the  mutual  plan  do  business 
without  $200,000  assets  over  liabilities. 

None  of  the  Lloyds  admitted  by  the  commis- 
sioner can  comply  with  this  law.  Measured 
by  the  requirements  of  the  statute,  as  above 
quoted,  all  are  Insolvent,  for  none  has  $200,000 
unimpaired  capital  or  surplus  assets. 

The  manifest  intention  of  the  law  is  to  have 
all  fire  and  marine  insurers  compete  on  equal 
terms.  No  favor  is  shown  to  persons  or  asso- 
ciations or  mutuals  or  corporations.  The  same 
tests  of  solvency  are  demanded,  and  the  same 
fees  and  statements  are  exacted. 

The  commissioner  sets  this  manifest  inten- 
tion aside,  and  by  a  strained,  needless  and 
ridiculous  interpretation  of  the  law  he  opens 
the  door  to  every  kind  of  Lloyds,  big  and  lit- 


tle, with'  or  without  actual  capital  in  hand, 
underwriting  lire,  marine,  life,  accident  or 
any  other  kind  of  risk.  Indeed,  if  his  ruling 
goes  unchallenged,  mushroom  Lloyds  may  be 
expected  to  spring  up  in  California. 

The  three  New  York  Lloyd.s  which  have 
been  admitted  to  California  are  as  follows  : 

MERCANTILE   LI.OYDS. 

C^p\K\\\ '' employed  or  to  he  ei/ijt/ot/eil".  .   .   .  $ioo,oco 

C'apital  paid  up none 

JJicldenxh  to  Stoetckoldei'a 10,000 

Cash  Assets 89,783 

Liabilities 93.020 

TttADEKS   FIIIE  I.LOYDS. 

Capital  "employed  or  to  be  employed"  .   .   .$125,000 

Capital  paid  up 25.000 

Cash  Assets 127,795 

Liabilities 129,522 

Largest  hazard 25,000 

MANUFACTUIIERS'    LLOYDS. 

Capital  "  employed  or  to  be  employed  "  .   .  $1,050,000 

Capital  paid  up "....'.         none 

/Jividends  to  StoH-/iofder.'< 10,500 

Cash  Assets '.   .  .   .      238,76s 

Liabilities 278.552 

Largest  hazard 21.000 

In  addition  to  the  cash  available  assets 
aforesaid,  each  Lloyds  has  uncollected  prem- 
iums. Perhaps  these  Llo.vds  can  show  good 
names  among  their  underwriters — names  of 
rich  men— but  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that 
their  liability  is  limited  as  to  the  individual 
risk,  and  also  as  to  the  conflagration  loss. 

('(IMMISSIl)NEU   HKiOlSS  ON    LLOYDS. 

In  his  annual  report  to  the  governor  Com- 
missioner Higgins  says  of  the  Lloyds: 

"Nearly  all  Lloyds  are  organized  in  New  York, 
where  the  law  does  not  provide  for  their  supervision. 

"  Brokers  and  agents  universally  oppose  the  ad- 
mission of  Lloyds,  and  yet  many  of  them  frequently 
violate  the  law,  in  spirit  at  least,  in  assisting  their 
customers  to  place  risks  in  Lloyds,  well  knowing 
ihni  t/ie  Uiiv  derf>areii  every  poUry  so  issued  null  find 
void. 

"1  feel  confident  that  discrimination  is  not  being 
used,  and  that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  of 
Lloyds  insurance  now  being  carried  in  this  state  is 
not  worth  the  paper  upon  which  the  indemnity  is 
recorded. 

"There  are  about  one  hundred  Lloyds  in  New 
York  city,  and  from  the  best  information  obtaina- 
ble a  very  small  per  cent,  are  trustworthy.  The 
remainder  are  '  wild-cat '  of  the  worst  order. 

"  But  so  long  as  the  New  York  statutes  remain  as 
they  are,  or  are  interpreted,  unchallenged,  as  at 
pre.sent  [or  the  California  statutes.— Ed.  C.  E.],  we 
are  ot  the  merry  of  these  sttfirtcs  and  sperula/orf, 
and  our  people  are  pai/inf/  r/ood  money  for  /lof/ung/' 

These  are  the  "sharks"  and  "wildcats" 
which  the  insurance  department  of  California 
now  bids  welcome. 
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The  Westchester. 

Groundless  reports  cuvulated  on  the  streets 
in  this  city  got  into  the  daily  papers  of  the 
Northwest  a  few  weeks  ago.  These  rumors 
were  to  the  effect  that  the  Westchester  Fire 
Insurance  (Jompauy  was  about  to  retire  from 
this  field.  They  were  without  any  founda- 
tion. President  Crawford's  visit  to  San 
Francisco  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  winding 
up  this  agency,  but  on  the  contrary  to  extend 
operations  in  this  field.  It  is  true  Mr.  Craw- 
ford could  not  see  anything  very  encouraging 
at  the  present  time,  but,  like  many  other  un- 
derwriters, he  has  hopes  that  the  "cruel 
war"'  will  be  over  by  iqoo  any  way.  In  the 
meantime  the  Westchester  will  do  business  at 
the  new  and  convenient  offices  at  215  Sansome 
street,  where  Manager  Spencer  has  just 
moved.  The  new  (Quarters  have  been  leased 
for  a  term  of  years,  and  Manager  Spencer  and 
office  staff  find  themselves  In  a  light,  roomy 
and  sunny  offices.  The  Westchester  is  here  to 
stav. 


The  Colorado  Compact  Association. 

The  annual  session  of  the  supervisory  com- 
mittee of  the  Colorado  Compact  Association, 
at  Denver,  occupied  the  whole  of  the  second 
week  in  August.  The  committee,  composed 
of  the  members  of  the  local  board  commis- 
sion No.  4,  of  the  Western  Union,  consisting 
of  P.  P.  Hay  ward,  Conrad  Wilkowsky.  Eugene 
Gary,  and  J..  S.  Belden,  was  met  by  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  Pacific  Coast  managers, 
Thomas  C.  Grant,  William  .1.  Dutton,  and  Geo. 
D.  Dornin.  Charles  A.  Laton  and  V.  C.  Drif- 
field were  also  present  and  participated  in 
the  proceedings. 

The  session  was  of  more  than  ordinary  im- 
iwrtance.  The  committee  from  this  side  re- 
port that  the  discussions  took  in  a  wide  range, 
and  all  concurred  in  a  recognition  of  the 
strength  of  the  Colorado  system,  the  only  dis- 
turbing element  being  the  situation  at  Pueb- 
lo, at  which  point  a  sub-manager  has  been 
stationed,  with  excellent  effect.  The  Pueblo 
local  board  is  composed  of  all  agents,  save  one, 
and  is  working  well  in  that  .so  frequently  dis- 
turbed locality.  The  ever  recurring  question 
of  local  commissions  in  Denver  came  up  for 
discussion,  which  was  finally  met  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  committees  from  each  end  of  the 
line,  to  secure  the  signatures  of  all  offices  to 
the  15  per  cent,  agreement.  We  are  advised 
that  these  have  been  secured  at  this  end  of 
the  line,  every  manager  accessible  here  hav- 
ing signed  an  agreement,  to  take  effect  on 
October  ist,   limiting  commissions  absolutelv 


to  fifteen  per  cent,  in  the  city  of  Denver.  The 
Western  Union  members,  by  their  own  rules, 
are  already  pledged,  but.  in  addition  to  this 
general  agreement,  the  individual  pledges  of 
the  Eastern  managers  and  general  agents 
have  been  secured. 

The  committee  from  this  end  report  the 
general  condition  of  business  in  Colorado  as 
exceedingly  satisfactory.  The  re-rating,  un- 
der schedule  system,  of  Denver  city,  has  had 
the  effect  of  reducing  rates,  with  the  possible 
betterment  of  risks,  and  this  has  a  marked 
effect  upon  the  i-eveuues  of  agents  in  that 
city.  The  general  impi-ovement  of  conditions 
throughout  the  state  has,  as  shown  by  the  re- 
turns to  the  compact  manager,  swollen  the  re- 
turns of  companies  doing  general  business. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  session  a  general 
meeting  of  general  and  local  agents  was  had, 
and  a  recital  of  the  conditions  of  business  in 
California— gi-ovving  out  of  the  rate  war  here 
—had  a  very  marked  effect  upon  the  audience. 
In  short,  the  Colorado  underwriters  do  not 
care  to  in  any  waj'  follow  the  example  set  by 
California  underwriters  during  the  past  few 
months. 

Pacific  Coast  Board   of  Accident  Underwriters. 

At  a  meeting  held  in  Sah  Francisco  last 
month  the  accident  underwriters  on  this  Coast 
took  preliminary  steps  for  the  organization  of 
a  board,  to  be  called  The  Pacific  Coast  Board 
of  Accident  Underwriters.  There  were  pres- 
ent Messrs.  Okell,  Fowler,  Pardee,  Voogt, 
and  Whitney.  Mr.  Voogt  was  elected  tempo- 
rary chairman  and  Mr.  Pai-dee  temporary  sec- 
retary. The  object  of  the  new  organization 
is  to  establish  commission  rates  and  prevent 
rebating. 

Another  meeting  was  held  ou  the  12th  inst., 
but  nothing  of  imiwrtance  accomplished.  The 
resolution  to  limit  each  company  to  one  city 
agent  in  Sau  Francisco,  Portland  and  Los  An- 
geles was  put  to  vote  and  defeated.  Another 
meeting  will  be  held  Tuesday,  the  17th. 


New  York  Fire  Patrol  Building. 

The  flre  patrol  committee  of  the  New  York 
Board  i.ssue  a  handsome  description  of  the  new 
Iniilding  of  No.  3.  The  building  is  four  stories  high 
with  a  facade  designed  in  the  Flemish  style  of  ar- 
chitecture. The  building  is  provided  with  electric 
elevators,  circular  iron  stairs,  and  sUding-poles. 
One  of  the  latter  drops  the  driver  into  his  seat  in 
the  wagon.  This  patrol  is  in  charge  of  the  lieroic 
Capt.  John  R.  Vaughau,  whose  portrait  appeared 
in  the  Coast  Review  for  April,  iSuj.  The  New  Y'orU 
lire  patrol  was  organized  in  1S39. 
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August  Fires. 

Washington. 
3-    Sprague.  general  tire: 

Atlas $784 

Pha?nix,  London 5.400 

Providence.  Wash 1,031 

London  &  Lancasliire    ,    .  4,oou 

Orient 750 

Phcenix,  Hartl'ord  ....  i,ui3 
American  Central     .   .   ,   .1.000 

St.  Paul 500 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .   .     9^3 

Caledonian 1,200 

American.  N.  J 500 

Springtield 735 

National.  Hartford  ....  1,411 

Norwich  Union 5.S25 

Royal 1. 000 

American,  N.  Y 1,00a 

•Liver' 1  &  Lon.  &  Glohe  .  .  3.2S3 
German-American  ....  4,648 
Commercial  Union  ....  1,200 

Fire  Association 551 

North  British 4.060 

American,  Pa 500 

Magdeburg 1,500 

Sun.  London i,745 

Imperial 993 

Lion C93 

Hamburg-Hremen     ....  4.000 

Firemans  Fund 7.079 

-Etna 5,243 

Royal  Exchange 1,000 

Connecticut 2,000 

Union,  London 600 

Hartford 1.200 

N.  Y.  U^nderwriters     .   .   .  1,000 

Continental 600 

Svea 500 

Lancashire 4*250 

Phenix.  Br 3.387 

Transatlantic 1.250 

Alliance 1,000. 

Manchester 4,200 

Palatine 600 

LTnited  Firemens 500 

Hanover     1,150 

Total $86,647 

23.     (July)  Sprague,  fr  bldg: 

Home  Mutual J600 

9.    Mason  co.,  dwg  and  barn: 

Phenix.  Br $525 

27.    Lewis  CO.,  dwg  and  barn: 

Phenix.  Br $1,500 

j4.    Everett,  hhld  furni : 

North-German $1,000 

16.    Sultan  City,  fr  dwg: 
Palatine $600 

7.    Clallam  co..  fr  dwg  and  conts : 

Manchester     $  2,000 

Hartford 10,000 


12.    San  Juan  co..  boarding 
house: 

Scottish  Union $711 

Orient     918 

9.    San  Juan  co.,  dwg.  etc. : 
Providence,  Wash.     .  .   .  $1,333 
Phoenix,  London 823 

5.    Colfax,  dwg  and  conts : 

Alliance $600 

N.  Y.  Underwriters  ....    bou 

1.  Lowell,  lumber  and  .saw  mill : 

Palatine $1,000 

North  British 2,500 

Springfield 704 

National,  Hartf<u*d  ....  1,200 
London  &  Lancashire     .   .     750 

Norwich  Union 600 

American,  Pa 800 

Phenix.  Br 2,800 

Pennsylvania 1,200 

19.  Pulman.  dwg  and  conts: 
Continental $900 

20.  Chehalis,  drug  store : 

Sun,  London $1,000 

North  British 500 

5.  Montesano.  fr  saloon : 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .   .  $500 

6.  Mt.  Vernon,  fr  shingle  mill : 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .  $1,403 
National,  Hartford  ....     900 

19.    Near  Snohomish,  saw  mill: 

Providence.  Wash $3iri 

22.    Near  Seattle,  dwg,  etc. : 

Phoenix,  London $650 

12.    Spokane  co.,  barn  and  hay: 

Royal     $   625 

Phenix.  Br 1.200 

26.    King  CO.,  fr  dwg : 

Liver'l  &  Lou.  &  Globe   .   .$500 
12.    Tacoma,  dry  kiln,  etc.: 

North  British $500 

12.    Tacoma,  saw  mill : 

^Etna $500 

17.    Spokane,  dwg: 

Hamburg-Bremen $800 

2.  Seattle,  .saw  mill : 
Continental $1,500 

— .    Spokane,  mill: 
Continental $2,500 

28.  Whatcom,  co.,  fr  dwg  &  furni 
Phenix.  Br $500 

29.  Whatcom  co.,  mill  and  ma- 

chinery : 

Palatine $2,000 

5.    New  Whatcom,  dwg  and  hhld 

furniture: 

Orient $250 

North  German 400 

9.    New  Whatcom,  shingle-mill : 
^tna $i,<;oo 


10.    Seattle,  saw  mill: 
American  Central  .   .   .   .$1,056 
Delawai'e  .  ^ 1,056 

Losses  under  $500  ....  $25,576 
Total  Washington,  $167,350 

if 

Oregon. 

7.    Pendleton,  hotel  and  fui-ni: 

Caledonian $1,100 

London  Assurance    ....     500 

Home  Mutual 900 

American.  Pa. 1,000 

North  British 1.500 

Greenwich     500 

Royal •''...  1,000 

National,  Hartford  ....     600 

6.    Baker  co..  bam  and  conts : 
American,  Pa $830 

10.    Oregon  City,  fr  sash  &  door 
factory : 

Palatine $i,coo 

Gei'man- American    ....     800 

12.    Baker  City,  wool  and  ware- 
houses: 

Continental $5,000 

Home,  N.  Y 6,250 

Phoenix,  Hartford    ....  6.150 

19.    Medford,  school   house    and 
.furni: 

Continental $3,000 

Westchester 2.000 

Royal 1,775 

29.   (July)  Union  CO.,  ranch  barn: 
Hartford $600 

15.    Morrow  CO..  barn  and  conts: 
Firemans  Fund $750 

3v    Warrendale,  stock  &  fixtures : 
Western  Assurance  .  .   .  $2,750 

3.    Multnomah,  dwg: 
Ins.  Co.  North  America  .    .  $500 

19.    Portland,  cord  wood: 
Firemans  Fund    ......  $537 

31.    (July)    Portland,  dwg: 
Firemans  Fund $509 

12.    Duglas  CO.,  fr  dwg : 
Royal $645 

Losses  under  $500   .  .  .  .$3,764 
Total  Oregon   .   .   .  $44,830 


Montana. 

1.    Oakdale.  hoisting  works: 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $3.oco 
Orient 3,000 

28.    Smead.  fr  bldg  &gen'lmdse: 
Phenix,  Br $750 

6.  Yellowstone  co.,  farm  prop: 
Continental $1,500 

7.  Butte  City,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 
Home,  N.  Y $593 
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14.    Jefferson  CO..  quartz  mill: 

Scottish  Union J2.500 

Home  Mutual 2. mo 

Atlas 2,500 

.-Etna 2,500 

Palatine     S.ooo 

London  &  Lancashire    .   .  2.500 

Phoenix.  London 2,500 

National  Hartford    ....  2,500 

Firemans  Fund 2.500 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  .  2,500 
Magdeburg 2,500 

Total $29,500 

— .    Great  Falls,  fr  barn: 

Home,  N.  Y *9oo 

31.     Billings,  conts  fr  dwg: 

Phienix.  Hartford 8600 

Losses  under  $500 $904 

Total  Montana    .   .$40,747 
* 

NEV.4U.\. 

20.    White  Pine  co.,  quartz  mill: 

Scottish  Union $3.75o 

Orient 2,500 

Losses  under  $500 $245 

* 

lD.\HO. 

I,    Bear  Lake  CO.,  farm  property: 
Continental *8oo 

ij.    Cataldo,  saw  mill: 

Lancashire     $1,250 

Providence-Wash 1,250 

Liver' 1  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .   4.000 

Losses  imder  $500 Jj'o 

Total  Idaho    ....  $7,670 


Utah. 
20.    Bingham,  general  Hre: 

Scottish  Union     $978 

Lancashire     2.734 

Prussian  National     .  .  .  500 

Orient 733 

Palatine 962 

Royal     1,000 

Phenlx,  Br 825 

Total      $7,732 

28.    Davis  CO.,  farm  property: 

Continental Sj^^o 

I.    Ogden,  fr  ice  house : 

Northern S500 

5.    Ogden,  hhld  furni: 

National,  Hartford    ....  $735 

16.    Box  Elder,  dwg,    barn    and 
granary : 
American,  Pa $2,750 

31.    Iron  CO.,  bldg,  bam.  etc.: 
American,  Pa $500 


9.  Weber  CO.,  dwg,  barn,  etc.: 
American,  Pa $507 

19.    Salt  Lake,  bldg  and  mdse: 

American  Central $500 

North  British 5<o 

4.    Salt  Lake,  mdse.: 
Ins.  Co.  North  America  .   .  $6(0 

10.  Salt  Lake,  fr  asylum  bldg: 

Delaware     $   535 

-•Etna     893 

Atlas 1.162 

Losses  under  $500  .       .   .  16. 320 
Total  Utah    ....  $23-774 


Colorado. 
28.    Denver,  dwg  and  conts: 

Atlas $1,200 

2Q.    Denver,  br  dwg : 

Manchester $6co 

rg.    Denver,  mdse: 

Greenwich      $500 

22.    Denver,  mill  and  machinery: 

National.  Hartford    .   .   .  $2,000 
— .    Denver,  dwg : 

Alliance $2,500 

30.    (July)    Denver,  br  dwg  and 
barn: 

Scottish  Union $804 

Losses  under  $500 $685 

Total  Colorado  .   .   .  $8,259 

British  Columbia. 
28.    Victoria,  fr  dwg    and    hhld 
furai : 

.Etna $500 

Losses  under  $500    .   .   .   .$1,540 
* 

Arizona. 

Losses  imder  $500 $543 

« 

Wyoming. 

Losses  under  $500 $93 

Total  outside  territory  .   .  $302,951 


California. 

20.    Decolo,  hay  warehouse: 

Alliance $2,500 

Palatine 1,000 

German-American      .  .  .    1,300 

10.    Coallngo,  store  bldg  &  mdse : 

Patriotic      $   599 

Royal     2,375 

National,  Hartford    .  .  .    1,000 

22.    Butte  CO.,  dwg  and  conts: 
New  Zealand ■  $605 

7.    (July)    Scotia,  lumber: 
Broadway $750 


9.    Butte  CO.,  farm  property : 
Continental $950 

17.    Ceres,  fr  dwg  and  hhld  furni : 
Norwich  Union $1,348 

23.  Applegate.  mill  machinery: 
Palatine $1,50" 

iS.    Chico,  dwg  and  conts: 
Prussian  National     ....  $520 

22.  Midway.  Alameda  co.,  store 

and  dwg: 

London  &  Lancashire  .  .  $1,000 
26.    Calistoga.  fr  dwg  and  conts : 

Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  $1,000 

German-American  ....  736 
21.    Elmhurst.  fr  dwg : 

Sun.  London $800 

11.  Colma,  dwg  and  conts: 
Magdeburg     .$2,178 

14.  Butte  CO.,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 
American,  N.  J $975 

24.  Eureka,  fr  dwg: 
Connecticut $500 

20.    Hanford,  dwg: 
N.  Y.  Underwriters    .   .     $1,430 

3.  Haywards,  harness  stock : 
Firemans  Fund $897 

15.  Glenn  co.,  dwg  and  conts: 
Firemans  Fund J626 

23.  Fresno,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 

Imperial $1,500 

Phoenix,  Hartford   ....      571 

26.  Floriston,  ice  house: 

Home  Mutual $1,500 

Palatine 1.500 

29.    (July)    Fresno,  court  house: 
North  German $2,788 

4.  Fresno  co.,  fr  dwg  and  bam : 
Norwich  Union $975 

12.  King  CO.,  farm  property : 
Continental $675 

29.    Kern  CO.,  farm  property: 

Continental $500 

29.    HoUister,  dwg: 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  $i.uoo 
12.  Coulterville.  dental  instru- 
ments : 

Manchester $1,450 

20.    Hanford,  hhld  furni : 

Manchester $i,oao 

27.  Glenn  co.,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 
Manchester $1,125 

28.  HoUister,  hhld  furni,  etc. : 
American  Central $529 

24.  Fresno  CO.,  dwg  and  conts: 
Phenix,  Br $1,250 

6.    Fresno  CO.,  hay: 

Scottish  Union $506 

— .    Fresno,  fr  dwg  and  cents : 

^tna $1,675 
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29.  Fresno,  frdwt;: 
AiieUen  &  Munich $500 

iS.    Los  Angeles,  f r  bltlg : 
Aachen  &  Mimieh ISoo 

16.    Los  Angeles,  br  bldg: 
New  Zealand $523 

5.  Livermore,  fr  dwg  and  hhld 
furni: 

^'Etna $1,675 

Firemans  Fund 1,510 

German-American      .  .   .    2,250 
Ins.  Co.  North  America    .    2,500 

3.    Los  Angeles,  fr  dwg: 
Manchester $520 

28.  Los  Angeles,  flats: 

Atlas $4, coo 

18.    Los  Angeles,  dwg : 

Norwich  Union $4,446 

10.  Los  Angeles,  dwg  and  hhld 
luml : 

North  German $1,542 

29.  Los  Angeles,  hhld  effects : 
Imperial $6uo 

22.    Los  Angeles,  cents  fr  dwg: 
German- American     ....  $600 

2.    Merced,  combined  harvester: 
German-American     ....  $600 

29.    Mill  Valley,  fr  stable: 
Connecticut $700 

18.  Napa,  fr  dwg: 

Palatine $1,161 

19.  Napa  CO.,  dwg  and  cents : 
Phoenix.  London $975 

29.    Niles, hotel  andfurni&bam: 
Western  Assurance   .   .   .  $3,800 

British  America 630 

Sun.  London 700 

22.    Modesto,  cigars  &  tobacco: 
Imperial $1,000 

8.    Madison,  general  tire : 

Home  Mutual $   950 

Royal     1,803 

Helvetia 420 

16.    Nevada  Co.,  school  house : 
Home  Mutual $1,120 

22.    Modesto,  bldg : 
Norwich  Union $7.Si 

5.    Merced  Falls,  mdse: 
Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  $1,882 

12.    Monterey  co..  bklg  and  fu'^ni : 
Phenix,  Br $971 

20.  (July)    Oakland,    dry   goods 

and  dwg : 
New  Zealand     $2,225 

26.    Oakland,  bldg  and  groceries : 
SpringHeld     $885 

5.    Plumas  CO.,  barn  and  granary: 
Phenix,  Br $560 


14.  Ocean  View,  dwg: 
American  Central $776 

16.    Rohnerville,  general  tire: 
American  Central   ....  $   500 

Delaware 500 

Western  Assurance   .  .   .    2.000 

I.  Rod  Bluff,  groceries  and  dry 
goods : 

Koyal $   800 

London  &  Lancashire  .  .  1,500 
Aachen  &  Munich  ....  i.ooo 
Continental i,475 

9.    Riverside,  dwg  &  hhld  furni : 

Royal     $1,700 

Firemans  Fund 500 

21.    Riverside,  dwg: 
Norwich  Union $1,530 

I.    Princeton,  dwg  and  conts : 
Lion $600 

12.    Stockton,  mdse: 
Ins  Co.  North  America  .   .  $600 

12.    Stockton,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 

American,  N.  J $   Soo 

Norwich  Union 1,948 

— .    Sacramento  co.,  fr  dwg: 
American  N.  J $700 

15.  Siskiyou  CO.,  dwg  and  conts : 

Firemans  Fund $1,100 

Manchester 1,000 

1.  Santa  Cruz,  saw  mill: 
Milwaukee  Mechanics    .   .  $500 

14.    San  Luis  Obispo.fr  d_wg: 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  ,fe  Globe    .   .  $914 

5.    San  Luis  Obispo,  fr  dwg  and 
hhld  furni : 
Royal $744 

2.  Rio  Vista,  fr  dwg: 

Royal  Exchange $1,600 

27.    Oakland,  store  bldg : 
Alliance $500 

23.  Santa  Cruz  co.,  dairy  bldg: 
Fire  Association.  Pa.  .  .  $1,018 
Aachen  &  Munich   ....    1,000 

16.  San  Jose,  fr  dwg: 
Phcenlx,  Hartford  ....  $2,035 

2.    Sacramento,  dwgs ; 

Prussian  National  ....  $8.50 
12.    Santa  Rosa,  hhld  furni: 

Palatine $783 

12.  Santa  Barbara,  fr  dwg  and 
hhld  furni : 

Royal I752 

8.    Sacramento  co.,  farm  prop: 
Continental $875 

12.  Sacramento  co.,  farm  prop: 
Continental $500 

30.   (July)  Stanislaus  CO.,  wheat: 
Phenix,  American  &  Penn- 
sylvania   $770 


24.  Sacramento  co.,  farm  prop: 
Continental $900 

2g.  San  Diego  CO..  farm  property: 
Continental $1,000 

6.  Santa  Cruz  CO..  fr  saloon: 
Northern  Assurance     .   .   .  $500 

30.    San  Jose,  dwg  and  conts : 
Atlas     S890 

24.  Sonoma  co.,  dwg  and  furni : 
Phenix,  Br $650 

7.  Redding,  dwg; 
Springfield     $500 

29.  (July)    Petrolia,  dwg; 
National,  Hartford    .  .   .$1,215 
Firemans  Fund $1,215 

— .    Santa  Monica,  hotel  furni : 
^Etna $550 

30.  (July)    Tehama  CO.,  dwg  and 

conts : 

Phenix,  Br $900 

30.    Yolo  CO.,  bldg,  etc. : 

Phenix,  Br -  .   .   .  $800 

29.    South  Vallejo,  br  and  frame 
brewery : 

Atlas $1,350 

Hanover 3,000 

12.    Tuolumne  co.,  farm  prop: 

Continental $1,000  ■ 

21.    Tulare  CO..  farm  property: 

Continental $700 

26.    Tulare,  farm  property : 

Continental $500 

9.  Tulare  CO.,  dwg  and  furni: 

Palatine $1,600 

Firemans  Fund i,497 

14.  San  Jose,  winery; 
Magdeburg     .   .    .....  $2,482 

20.    Tulare,  fr  dwg; 
Queen J600 

10.  San  Jose,  fr  dwg: 
Connecticut $600 

20.    Willows,  dwg  and  furni : 
Milwaukee  Mechanics    .   .  $700 

15.  Tulare  CO..  harvester: 
Firemspis  Fund $5^0 

— .    Truckee,  dwgs : 
Providence-Wash $3'7 

Total  Cal.  S.  F.  ex.   $183,658 


San  FB.4NC1SCO. 

26.    Mdse: 

Phoenix,  London $1,160 

Providence- Wash. 772 

30.  Dwg  and  conts : 
Firemans  Fund $1,45° 

31.  (July)    Cooperage: 

Scottish  Union     $1,500 

Orient      500 

Svea     600 
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iS.    Frdwg: 
Laiifashire $1,814 

2.    Dwg  conts  r 
Magdeburg $125 

31.    rurni: 
Magdeburg $500 

7,    Frdwg; 
Palatine fSoo 

24.    Chinese  nidse: 

Springfield      $1,000 

National,  Hartford    .  .   .    1,000 
Helvetia i.oco 

26.    Clothing  store : 
Alliance $500 

31.    Frdwg: 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe   .   .  $730 

14.    Hhldlurni: 
Germania $575 

26.     Frdwg: 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .   .  $500 

— .    Bldg: 
St.  Paul $607 

■      Total  S.  F $i5-6jj 

Losses  under  $500  in  Cal.  in- 
cluding S.  F.    ...  $43.2.S6 

Total  California  .$i9i,3ci 
Total  Coast    .  .   .  $309,829 


Losses  by  Comp.\niks. 
Aachen  &  Munich     ....  $  3.315 

Atlas 12.S70 

Alliance     S.426 

American,  Pa 8,326 

American  Ins.  Co  ,  N.  J.    .  3.470 

American  Central     ....  5,268 

American  of  N.  Y 2,720 

^Etna 32.S09 

British  America  Assur.  Co.  75S 

Broadway 1,027 

Caledonian 4.iuo 

Connecticut      4.925 

Commercial  Union   ....  2,487 

Continental      28,000 

Delaware 2.449 

Firemans  Fund      21,260 

Fire  Association  of  Phila.  2,575 

German-American    ....  I2,,sg3 

Greenwich 1,000 

Germania 923 

Home  Mutual 7.070 

Hartford 8.293 

Hanover     4.340 

Hamburg-Bremen     .   .   .    ,  5,519 

Helvetia 1.920 

Home,  N.  Y 8,203 

Imperial     5.779 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  America  13.299 

Joint  Policy  Px.  A.  &  Pa.  770 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe      .  12,880 

London 1.763 

Lancashil-e 12,238 

London  &  Lancashire     .  .  19,153 


Lion 1.693 

Magdeburg 9.283 

Milwaukee  Mechanics    .   .  2,731 

Manchester  Fire 13,660 

Northwestern  National    .  10,000 

North  German 6,900 

National,  Hartford  ....  15,183 

New  Zealand 4.821 

North  British  &  Mercantile    9,500 

Norwich  Union 18,921 

Northern 1.523 

Orient      5.778 

Phenix.  Br 21,033 

Pennsylvania 1,884 

Palatine 21,890 

Phtcnix  of  London    ....  ii.SjS 

Providence-Wash 5,247 

Phcenix  of  Hartford     .  .   .  14. 774 

Patriotic 905 

Prussian  National   ....  2,303 

Queen  Ins.  Co i:03o 

Koyal  Exchange 2,890 

Royal 15,978 

Svea     1.3S3 

Scottish  Union  &  National  10,987 

St.  Paul 1,414 

Springfield 4,867 

Sun,  London 6,544 

Transatlantic      2,345 

Underwriters      4,006 

Union  Assurance  Society       743 

United  Firemens 690 

Westchester 3,233 

Western  Assurance  Co.     .  10,316 


iVloirthly  Pacific  Coast  Losses 

Month  1895  1S94 

January $210,720  $406,024 

February  ....  292,676  491.475 

March     297.927  381.308 

First  quarter  .     .  $831,323 

-^pril 477.235 

May     ^i-g.osQ 

June     616,805 


Second  quarter  .  $1,303,099 


First  six  months    $2,134,422 

July     518,159 

August 509.829 

Sept 

Third  quarter  ..$.... 


1S93 

$367,760 

277.96S 

31o,S66 


$1 

,278,807 

$986.  ,591 

459.131 

392.633 

327.7S3 

337,970 

302.175 

454,257 

$1 

,089,1-89 

$1,204,860 

$2 

:,367,896 

$2,191,451 

430.263 

968,579 

542.036 

646,829 

781,363 

525.191 

$1,753,682       $2,140,602 


Industrial  Life  Insurance. 
The  industrial  branch  of  life  insurance  has  been 
put  through  a  severe  test  during  the  past  year,  es- 
pecially the  feature  devoted  to  the  insurance  of 
children.  Some  three  years  ago  an  attack  was 
made  upon  it  by  a  local  paper,  and  the  statements 
made  at  the  time  were  of  such  a  character  than  an 
investigation  of  the  methods  of  the  company  trans- 


acting the  business  in  this  state  was  deemed -nec- 
essary. The  opinions  of  gentlemen  who  were  not 
interested  in  the  business,  but  whose  professions 
gave  ihem  opportunities  to  study  its  effect,  were 
sought  for,  and  in  every  instance  their  reply  was 
that  while  there  were  evils  connected  with  it,  as 
there  are  in  every  kind  of  insurance,  on  the  whole  it 
was  a  great  blessing,  for  in  many  instances  it  was 
the  only  kind  of  protection  working  people  could 
afford  to  carry.  To  be  sure  it  is  more  expensive, 
but  that  is  not  the  fault  of  the  company,  the  meth. 
Otis  of  collecting  the  premiums,  weekly  or  monthly, 
explaining  the  difference  in  the  cost.— New  Hamp- 
shire Insurance  Report. 

Eastern  life  otBces  are  making  a  great  success 
of  the  industrial  business.  Every  small  life  office 
might  profitably  engage  in  this  branch  of  the  bus- 
iness. 

The  Insurance  Resume  of  England  favors  cash 
surrender  values  in  industrial  insurance.  Why 
not? 

The  Massachusetts  law  requires  medical  exami 
nations. 

They  Know  a  Good  Thing.— It  has  been  my 
experience  that  people  who  have  once  insured  their 
lives  are  almost  certain,  after  a  time,  to  insure 
again. — President  McCall. 
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Lite  Insarance  is  Lilce  Comfort. 

It  is  a  iieoessity  to  deceiit-ininded  men  ;  or, 
phrasing  it  differently, 

It  is  a  necessity  to  liberal-minded  men. 

It  is  a  luxury  only  to  low-minde3  men. 

With  a  reasonable  amount  of  life  insurance 
the  serious,  conscientious  man  walks  on  life's 
journey  firmly,  resolutely,  with  feet  well 
planted,  braced  for  the  inevitable.  This  at- 
titude, this  gait,  makes  for  success  and  pro- 
longed life. 

Is  your  lif«  insured?  No?  As  you  are  a 
sound  man  to-day,  we  assure  you  the  day  of 
your  unsoundness  comes  only  too  soon.  -  Laj- 
hold  on  life  insurance,  and  take  comfort. 


An  exchanue,  the  Herald,  prints  a  table 
w'hieh  seemingly  proves  that  the  mortality 
rate  in  the  South  is  less  than  in  the  North. 
The  general  average  of  death  claims,  in  the 
last  four  years,  has  been  1.23  per  cent,  of  in- 
surance in  force  in  the  Southern  states,  or 
0.22  per  cent,  less  than  in  the  Northern  states. 
We  fear  the  Herald  has  been  taking  lessons 
from  the  Spectator  in  the  noble  art  of  making 
figures  prove  anything.  Recently  much  new 
life  insurance  has  been  written  in  the  South, 
and  tile  average  rate  of  mortality,  as  indi- 
cated by  the  proportion  of  death  claims  to  in- 
surance in  force,  has  been  thereby  greatly 
reduced. 

A  Washinoton  correspondent  has  inter- 
viewed a  life  insurance  agent  on  the  longev- 
ity of  American  presidents.  The  average  age 
at  inauguration  has  been  56,  average  "ex- 
pectation" 17,  and  average  survival  only  13. 
The  expert  seems  to  have  assumed  that  every 
president  from  Washington  -  to  Arthur,  was 
insurable  at  the  time  of  taking  office.  The 
avei'age  years  of  living  thereafter  are  fewer 
than  the  expectation  table  calls  for,  and  the 
conclusion  is  that  the  "presidential"  burden 
is  too  heavy.  The  early  presidents  lived  long- 
er after  taking  office,  than  recent  presidents; 
and  this  fact  strengthens  the  belief  that  the 
burden  of  appointing  and  decapitating  officers 
is  becoming  too  heavy. 


How  is  This  for  Ohio  ? 
Ohio  Ills.  Report,  printed  on  "wood-pulp"  and 
covering  631  pages.  The  new  "  Mother  of  Pi*esi- 
dents  "  is  a  greiit  state,  with  a  becoming  Western 
Reserve  and  a  Hahnsome  insurance  superintendent. 
Mr.  Hahn  eondenuis  the  gross  premium  tax  as  un- 
just. It  is  double  taxation,  he  says,  for  the  losses 
paid  are  again  subjected  to  taxation  in  the  hands 
of  the  citizen,  either  in  monies  \sic\  or  in  propert.y. 


Oregon  Rates  Are  Too  Low. 

Oregon  enacted  a  valued  policy  law,  and  the 
fire  loss  ratio  immediately  advanced  from  42 
to  70  per  cent.  Had  the  law  anything  to  do 
with  the  increase?  lu  the  past  twelve  years 
the  average  loss  ratio  in  Oregon  has  exceeded 
60  per  cent,  of  the  premiums.  Oregon  last 
winter  enacted  a  burdensome  gross  premium 
tax. 

We  submit  this  evidence  with  the  declara- 
tion that  rates  in  Oregon  are  too  low.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  Northwest  Insurance  Asso- 
ciation will  be  sustained,  and  that  at  an  early 
day  it  will  consider  a  proposition  to  advance 
rates  in  Oregon  to  an  adequate  point.  The  old 
P.  I.  U.  rates  have  been  found  inadequate.  It 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Oregon  fig- 
ures do  not  include  extraordinary  conflagra- 
tions, such  as  those  in  Washington  in  1889, 
which  sent  the  loss  ratio  beyond  400  per  cent., 
and  gave  an  average  of  81  percent,  for  eleven 
years. 

Bicycle  Accidents. 

Varney  Gaskill,  city  agent  of  the  Alliance, 
was  run  into  by  another  wheelman,  while  rid- 
ing down  hill  on  a  San  Francisco  street.  Re- 
sults: a  sprained  foot,  disability,  a  blue  vocab- 
ulary, a  pair  of  crutches,  etc.  But  you  should 
have  seen  the  other  fellow  ! 

Manager  Wm.  J.  Landers  suffered  painful 
and  serious  injuries  while  showing  his  son 
how  he  could  (not)  ride  his  bicycle.  In  some 
way  Mr.  Landers  lost  confidence.  Riding  a 
bicycle  was  not  so  easy  as  it  looked.  Then  he 
lost  his  balance,  and  became  tangled  up  in  the 
spokes,  and  was  thrown  heavily  to  the  ground. 
The  fall  broke  Mr.  Landers"  leg  in  two  places, 
between  the  knee  and  ankle,  and  he  will 
therefore  be  "laid  up"  for  several  months. 


OcR  esteemed  Australian  contemporary,  the 
B.  &  Insurance  Record,  makes  a  specialty  of 
British  marine  topics. 

Chips. 

— The  United  States  Casualt.v  Co.  has  been 
endorsed  by  the  Ohio  insurance  department. 
Now  who  will  endorse  the  department  ? 
— Several  "insurance  at  half  price"  assess- 
ment concerns  have  been  obliged  to  raise  their 
rates  —  notably  the  Covenant  Mutual,  the 
Northwestern  Masonic,  and  the  Mutual  Re- 
serve Fund.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  real 
life  insurance  at  half  price,  nor  at  three-quar- 
ter price,  and  there  never  will  be  as  long  as 
men  live  only  half  or  three-quarters  the  "al- 
loted  time." 
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—The  Manhattan  Life  has  reinstated  the 
suicide  clause  coverinfr  the  fli'st  two  years. 
It  is  better  so. 

— Electric-wire  fires  are  not  decreasing.  The 
direct  losses  are  increasing.  Electric-wire 
risks  should  pay  a  higher  premium  rate. 

— Capt.  A.  E.  Magill  of  the  Home  and  Phoenix 
visited  Cincinnati,  New  York,  Louisville, 
Nashville,  Mobile  and  New  Orleans  last 
mouth. 

— Our  Fire  Losses. — This  month  we  prepare 
the  Coast  losses  in  a  somewhat  different  way. 
Losses  under  ^500  are  not  given  in  detail,  but 
are  lumped.  Losses  by  companies  are  added. 
This  is  a  new  feature  which  doubtless  will 
prove  satisfactory  to  managers  and  others  in- 
terested. The  change  saves  space,  but  makes 
a  little  more  work  for  this  office.  We  cheer- 
fully undertake  the  additional  labor. 

—An  exchange  calls  the  attention  of  managers 
and  others  to  the  injustice  of  copying  extracts 
from  an  insurance  paper,  with  or  without 
credit,  and  distributing  the  same  in  "flyer" 
form.  Copyright  or  not,  that  article  belongs 
to  the  publisher.  Buy  his  paper,  or,  at  least, 
ask  him  to  furnish  the  article  in  printed 
"slips."  That  is  only  fair.  So  much  is  due 
every  insurance  journal  except  the  Indicator 
of  Detroit. 

— The  bast  companies  are  business-getters  for 
the  local  agent;  the  best  companies  have 
choice  of  local  agents:  the  best  local  agents 
are  appointed  by  business-getters;  the  best 
local  agents  are  well  read.  Moral:  $3.00  in- 
vested in  the  Coast  Review  is  vrell  invested. 
The  careful  reading  of  our  digest  alone  saves 
the  agent's  company  money  and  trouble.  Only 
the  good  agents  are  willing  to  pay  for  sub- 
scription to  an  insurance  journal. 

— The  Insurance  Observer  of  London  finds  it 
difficult  to  reconcile  the  Coast  Review's  refer- 
ence to  the  extraordinary  hazard  south  of 
Market  and  its  protests  against  "the  howl" 
in  the  Eastern  insurance  and  semi-insurance 
press.  Reconciliation  easy.  In  every  city 
theri-  is  an  extraordinary  as  well  as  an  ordinary 
conflagration  hazard.  San  Francisco  "'extra 
dry"  hazard  lies  south  of  Market  and,  say, 
east  of  Sixth.  Rates  in  this  district  have 
been  ample.  Can  the  same  be  truly  said  of 
the  dry  goods  district  in  New  York,  or  of  the 
extra  hazardous  district  in  other  cities  ^ 
Moreover,  the  water  supply  south  of  Market 
in  Sa;i  Fraucisi'o  is  now  being  greatly  im- 
proved. 


— The  small  life  offices  are  biding  their  time. 
It  will  come. 

—The  Insurance  Observer  of  London  thinks 
any  insurance  paper  the  companies  bound 
themselves  not  to  support  would  be  in  gi-eat 
demand  by  the  public. 

— W.  A.  Eraser,  who  has  had  considerable  ex- 
perience as  special  agent  and  adjuster  in  the 
Northwest,  has  established  an  office  in  Seat^ 
tie.  Wash.,  as  adjuster  of  fire  losses. 

— Easton,  lucell  &  Messinger,  city  agents  of 
the  Prussian  National,  were  transferred  to 
Cesar  Bertheau  under  contract  made  with  the 
company  some  months  ago.  These  gentlemen 
control  a  nice  line  of  city  business. 

—Secretary  Chas.  D.  Haven  of  the  Liverpool 
&  London  &  Globe  has  been  spending  some 
weeks  in  the  East.  During  his  visit  Mr. 
Haven  will  meet  the  managers  of  the  Eastern 
departments  of  the  L.  &  L.  &  G.  for  confer- 
ence. He  will  also  attend  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Western  Union  now  in  session  at  Niag- 
ara Falls. 

— Insurance  Commissioner  Higgins  started 
"fishing  "  early  in  August  up  on  the  Truckee 
river.  It  is  said  he  fell  asleep  in  his  Pullman 
drawing-room  and  did  not  wake  up  until  he 
arrived  in  New  York  city.  There  not  being 
any  "speckled  trout"  around  Broadway  or 
Wall  street,  and  our  commissioner  being  game 
himself,  he  was  determined  to  bring  home 
somethino.  As  the  result  of  his  three  weeks' 
labor  he  returned  with  and  presented  to  the 
good  citizens  of  California  three  poorly  fed 
"sharks,"  named  Manufacturers'  Lloyds, 
Mercantile  Lloyds,  Traders  Fire  Lloyds.  The 
commissioner  says  there  are  lots  more  of  'em 
where  he  caught  these,  but  none  so  large. 

— That  Objectionable  Montana  Law. —The  com- 
mittee in  charge  of  this  matter,  composed  of 
Chas.  Christensen  (chairman),  P.  G.  Voss  and 
Bernard  Faymonville,  have  retained  Judge 
Wade  of  Helena  as  associate  counsel.  The 
case  will  not  be  reached  by  the  Montana  su- 
preme court  before  November,  probably ;  but 
the  companies  must  file  the  required  papers 
with  the  state  authorities  before  October 
I.  On  the  advice  of  counsel  the  companies 
will  file  the  papers  and  tender  the  fees 
prescribed  by  the  old  law,  pending  the  decis- 
ion of  the  court.  The  statements  will  be  as  of 
January  i.  The  committee  say,  however,  that 
if  the  new  corporation  law  is  declared  applica- 
ble to  insurani'e  companies  it  is  quite  probable 
that  future  reports  will  be  semi-annual. 
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— C.  A.  Perry,  agent  at  Santa  Rosa,  Cal.,  has 
"failed  to  account  for"  :?676  of  his  company's 
money. 

—Local  boards  in  need  of  suitable  forms  could 
no  doubt  obtain  the  necessary  blanks  from 
the  New  England  Insurance  Exchange.  We 
were  shown  a  full  set  the  other  day,  which  no 
doubt  would  be  helpful  to  Coast  board  secre- 
taries. 

—The  Chronicle  Pire  Tables  report  five  court- 
house fires  in  California  in  1894.  We  are  do- 
ing quite  well  this  year,  too.  The  Coast  Re- 
view loss  reports,  however,  do  not  show-any 
court-house  fires  last  year  in  which  the  fire 
originated  on  the  premises. 

— The  Texas  anti-trust  law  is  now  in  effect. 
It  makes  it  a  crime  to  increase  or  decrease 
prices  by  combination.  The  law  is  understood 
to  be  specially  designed  to  prevent  insurance 
compacts.  And  yet  the  insurance  companies 
have  been  losing  money  in  Texas  for  years. 

—William  Poster,  who  has  been  practicing 
law  at  Honolulu  for  the  past  ten  years,  has 
returned  to  San  Praneisco,  where  he  will  re- 
sume the  practice  of  law,  at  206  Sansome 
street.  Mr.  Poster  has  had  a  good  deal  to  do 
with  insurance  law  practice,  both  in  this  city 
and  Honolulu. 

—Manager  C.  P.  MuUins  of  the  Commercial 
Union  left  San  Praneisco  the  28th  of  Aug- 
ust, on  a  sailing  vessel  for  Honolulu.  Mr. 
MuUius  will  spend  a  few  weeks  at  the  Islands, 
under  the  advice  of  his  physicians.  Over- 
work for  the  past  few  years  has  made  it  nec- 
essary for  Mr.  Mullius  to  have  a  few  months' 
vacation. 

— "Thelnvestigator-Chicago-Twenty-first-Au- 
niversary-Number-1895"  is  a  beauty.  About 
150  pages  of  typographical  perfection  and  sus- 
tained interest.  The  portraits  elicit  ex- 
pressions of  admiration,  as  works  of  art.  Man- 
ager Laton's  (of  the  Palatine)  is  among  them. 
This  is  a  number  that  will  be  preserved,  and 
it  is  entitled  to  morocco  covers  and  "on  the 
line"  shelf  in  the  library. 

— We  print  a  table  of  percentages  of  Coast 
losses  this  month.  Try  it  on  your  own  com- 
pany's or  general  a.gency's  experience  up  to 
September  i,  or  better,  October  i,  and  as- 
certain your  probable  total  according  to  the 
average  experience.  The  present  indications 
are  that  the  Coast  total  will  be  a  little  more 
than  last  year.  But  what  will  the  premiums 
be,  deducting  the  excess  term  business  at  low 
rates '. 


— Stoddard  &  Brown  have  been  appointed 
agents  for  Travelers  at  Seattle,  Wash. 

—At  Ukiah,  Cal.,  A.  P.  Rederaeyer  has  been 
appointed  agent  for  the  Piremans  Fund. 

—Homer  Craig,  of  Brown  Craig' &  Co.,  at- 
tended the  Triennial  Conclave  in  Boston  last 
mouth.  He  will  return  to  San  Praneisco  about 
the  20th  inst. 

— The, de'-uand  continues,  de.spite  reduced  ex- 
pense.s— the  demand  for  Coast  Review  Man- 
uals (the  Otey).  It  Is  money  saved  to  the 
company,  to  have  its  agents  equipped  with 
this  Manual. 

—The  Standard  Life  &  Aceident  issues  em- 
ployers' indemnity,  elevator,  team  owners', 
general  indemnity  and  employees'  protection 
policies.  Clarence  P.  Brig,gs  is  supei'intendeut 
of  the  Pacific  Coast  department. 

—The  property  loss  at  the  Bingham,  Utah,  fire 
was  about  §150,000,  with  light  insurance.  A 
local  paper  says  that  "a  second-rfass"  (wild- 
cat Lloyds  or  mutuaU)  company  in  the  East 
had  i-ecently  written  lai-ge  lines  in  the  burned 
section  of  the  camp. 

—Alexander  Duncan  of  Edinburgh,  general 
manager  of  the  Scottish  Union  &  National  In- 
surance Co.,  is  visiting  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Duncan,  accompanied  by  United  States 
Manager  M.  Bennett  of  Hartford,  will  visit 
California  about  the  first  of  October. 

—Manager  Robert  Dickson,  of  the  Royal  Ex- 
change, Queen  and  Connecticut,  has  removed 
from  the  northeast  corner  of  Montgomery  and 
California  to  the  northeast  corner  of  Mont- 
gomery and  Sacramento,  where  hitherto  his 
companies  have  maintained  city  agencies. 
Manager  Dickson  now  occupies  all  of  the 
ground  floor  at  501  Moutgomerj'  and  all  of  the 
first  story  above— the  former  for  the  city  de- 
partment and  the  latter  for  the  general  or 
agency  department. 

— An  Eastern  Swindler. — Agent  Ben  Macke 
of  Hamilton,  O.,  has  been  i-aising  the  wind  in 
a  somewhat  novel  way.  He  has  been  writing 
on  paper-mills  and  reporting  same-  as  dwell- 
ings. The  difference  in  the  premiums  ho 
pocketed.  Up  to  date  this  "up-to-date"  agent 
is  knowai  to  have  thus  stolen  $3,000  from  his 
ten  companies.  A  special  agent  for  the  Agri- 
cultural discovered  Macke's  rascality  and  got 
a  settlement  fi-om  him,  without  reporting  his 
thieving  operations ;  and  now  their  is  talk  of 
indicting  this  "cute"special  for  compovmding 
a  felony. 
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— The  Empire  State  Lloyds  has  failed.     Next ! 

—They  Mig-lit  Have  Set  the  Town  on  Fire.— 
Charles  Prank,  an  Oakland,  Cal.,  shoe  mer- 
chant, poured  coal-oil  over  three  rats  and 
flendishly  set  them  on  fire.  He  is  under  ar- 
rest for  his  shocking  cruelty. 

— Manager  George  Grant  of  the  Loudon  and 
Northern  has  removed  to  221  Sansome  street, 
where  he  has  more  commodious  quarters. 
The  new  offices  have  been  arranged  with  a 
special  view  to  facilitate  the  handling  of  bus- 
iness. 

— Eastern  papers  announce  the  organization 
of  a  bicycle  insurance  company  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, "with  .$50,000  capital."  If  such  there 
be,  it  is  an  illegal  company,  unauthorized,  ir- 
responsible, and  its  agents  are  liable  to  ar- 
rest, fine  and  imprisonment. 

— During  Manager  Dornin's  absence  Assist- 
ant Manager  Dornin  prepared  a  surprise  for 
him.  The  offices  of  the  National  Pii-e  and  the 
Springfield  at  409  California  street  have  been 
enlarged  and  renovated.  They  present  a 
very  handsome  appearance  now. 

— The  Patriotic  of  Ireland  has  discontinued 
writing  on  the  Pacific  Coast  for  the  present, 
but  will  resume  business  when  the  times  are 
more  favorable.  General  Agents  Okell  & 
Donnell  have  accepted  the  city  agency  of  the 
North  British  &  Mercantile  and  the  West- 
chester. 

— An  Oakland,  Cal.,  agent  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  to  cancel  a  policy  notice  must  be 
given  in  legal  form  by  a  minion  of  the  law. 
The  minion  got  a  thrashing  for  his  pains,  and 
pains  for  his  thrashing.  The  assui'ed  declined 
to  listen  to  the  reading  of  the  notice,  and  ap- 
plied his  cane  vigorously  about  the  shoulders 
of  the  reader.  These  gentlemen  assumed  too 
much  knowledge  of  the  law.  The  assured 
thought  a  tender  of  the  premium  was  insuffi- 
cient if  he  threw  the  coin  back  into  the  face 
of  the  tenderer;  and  the  agent  thought  so  too, 
for  he  carefully  gathered  up  the  money  and 
employed  a  constable  to  notify  the  pugnacious 
policyholder.  After  repeated  attempts  the 
constable  found  the  policyholder  in  his  office, 
and  touched  him  on  the  shoulder  with  his  can- 
cellation notice,  and  dropped  the  same  at  his 
feet.  The  assured  and  his  companions  beat 
the  constable  severely  with  their  canes,  and 
kicked  both  him  and  his  cancellation  uoticeout 
doors.  And  all  this  time  the  jjolicy  was  actu- 
ally canceled,  notice  thereof  having  been  given 
when  the  unearned  premium  was  tendered. 


— The  St.  Paul  German  may  pay  6  per  cent. 

—Worth  the  Price  of  a  Year's  Subscription— 
Our  Legal  Department. 

— Catton,  Bell  &  Co.,  general  agents  of  the 
Union  Assurance  Society,  have  been  author- 
ized by  the  head  office  to  write  increased  lines 
in  this  territory. 

—United  States  Manager  Letton  of  the  Prus- 
sian National  is  w-indiug  up  the  affairs  of  the 
Pacific  department  of  his  company  under  for- 
mer management,  and  will  return  to  Chicago 
about  the  i8th  inst.  In  the  meantime  Mi\ 
Bertheau  is  doing  business  for  the  Prussian 
National  at  210  Sansome  street. 

— Somebody  sends  us  a  copy  of  the  Gazetta 
delle  Assicurazioni,  of  Bologna,  Italia.  Just 
why  we  wot  not,  unless  it  is  because  this  ga- 
zette has  worked  over  an  editorial  from  the 
January  Coast  Review,  on  "  Assicurazione 
contro  i  rubamenti"  (burglary  insurance), 
without  credit.  The  Equitable  Life  of  the 
United  States  advertises  as  L'Equitable  con- 
spicuously, as  the  par  excellence  Compagnia 
Mutua  di  Assicurazioni  suUa  Vita,  which  we 
do  not  clearly  understand,  but  are  prepared 
to  believe.  Still,  we  would  like  to  see  a  little 
more  advertising  on  the  Coast. 

— The  new  Wisconsin  law  prohibits  cancella- 
tion except  on  sixty  days'  notice.  It  was  de- 
signed to  prevent  sudden  cancellation  in  forest 
towns,  when  extremely  dry  weather,  and 
probable  forest  fires,  suggest  the  advisability 
of  getting  oft  mill  and  lumberrisks  exposed  to 
this  extraoi'dinary  hazard.  The  forest  town 
people  should  boycott  such  underwriters,  if  any 
exist,  and  not  depend  on  faulty  legislation 
which  must  increase  hazard  and  rates.  The 
constitutionality  of  the  law  is  to  be  tested. 
The  decisions  against  cancellation  in  the 
presence  of  the  peril  insured  against  have  a 
somewhat  remote  application  here. 

— Manager  Duncan  of  the  Royal  Exchange  ac- 
companied Manager  Dickson  to  the  United 
States.  These  gentlemen  are  now  in  New- 
York.  Manager  Duncan  will  spend  several 
months  in  the  United  States,  looking  the  field 
over,  with  a  view  to  a  iMssible  extension  of 
the  company's  business  beyond  the  Pacific 
Coast.  On  his  return  home  Mr.  Duncan  will 
submit  a  report  on  the  subject,  to  the  direct- 
ors. If  the  Royal  Exchange  should  conclude 
to  extend  its  business  throughout  the  United 
States,  it  is  the  "guess"  of  well-informed 
San  PrancLsco  underwriters  that  Mr.  Dickson 
will  be  api)ointed  United  States  manager. 
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— The  Mountain  Field  Club,  Denver,  held  its 
semi-annual  meeting  last  week. 

— The  October  Coast  Review  will  contain  a 
comparative  table  of  marine  companies. 

— Leslie  Bates,  special  with  Magdeburg  Fire, 
is  "doing"  Colorado,  Wyoming  and  New  Mex- 
ico. 

— James  Doolittle,  local  agent  at  Fresno,  Cal., 
is  under  arrest,  chai'ged  with  embezzlement 
of  S350. 

— Is  it  wise  for  underwriters  to  take  the 
daily  newspaper  reporter  into  their  confl- 
deuce  S 

— You  are  sure  to  draw  a  capital  prize  when 
you  buy  a  life  insurance  policy — you  or  your 
family. 

— The  Magdeburg  Fire  has  written  the  risk 
of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  R.  R.  Co., 
amounting  to  §4,000,000. 

— The  Fidelity  &  Casualty's  June  30  figures 
are:  Assets,  .*i2, 343, 851 ;  net  surplus,  ^264.451 : 
big  gains  in  six  mouths. 

— The  locals  of  the  Northwest  seem  to  have 
more  ginger  than  the  locals  in  California. 
Climate  J    Or  Native  Sons '. 

— The  Oregonian  of  Sept.  5  and  6  contains 
somewhat  contradictory  views  of j" the  situa- 
tion," as  seen  by  two  Sau  Francisco  man- 
agers.    Qui  honnf 

— The  State  Ins.  Co.  of  Salem  is  now  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Northwest  Insurance  Association. 
The  State  has  been  writing  a  good  deal  of 
business  recently  In  Idaho  at  cut  rates. 

— Vice-President  Dutton  of  the  Fireman's 
Fund  is  spending  a  few  months  in  the  East. 
President  Staples  did  not  accompany  Mr. 
Dutton,  as  stated  by  half  a  dozen  papers. 

— Subscribers,  and  readers  generally,  are  in- 
vited to  write  to  the  Coast  Review  for  in- 
formation as  to  companies,  etc. ;  but  the  en- 
closure of  a  postage  stamp  will  not  be  ob- 
jected to. 

— The  Merchants  of  New  Jersey  is  writing 
business  on  the  Coast,  under  the  management 
of.Wm.  H.  Friend.  The  report  that  it  had 
temporarily  ceased  writing  was  without  any 
foundation  in  fact. 

— The  Fidelity  &  Casualty  management  is 
well  pleased  with  the  result  of  the  official  ex- 
amination of  its  affairs,  by  the  New  York  in- 
.surance  department.  The  net  surplus  has  in- 
creased 4^50,000  since  January  i. 


—Not  Up-to-date— The  local  agent  who  reads 
no  insurance  paper. 

—A  Blunderer — The  local  agent  who  reads  no 
insurance  literature. 

— The  Union  Central  makes  a  specialty  of  its 
life-rate  endowment  ixjlicies. 

— It  is  a  very  dull  day  that  does  not  see  a  new 
assessment  accident  company  organized. 

— The  Mutual  Life  leads  in  new  business  in 
Sweden  last  year,  with  2,885,000  kroners. 

— Victoria,  B.  C.  —  Harman  &  Dickinson  suc- 
ceed J.  E.  Crane  as  agents  of  the  Sun  Life. 

— The  Union  Assurance  Society  of  London, 
with  increased  reinsurance  facilities,  will  now 
accept  $20,000  excess  lines. 

—The  bondsmen  of  C.  A.  Perry,  local  agent 
at  Santa  Rosa,  Cal.,  have  been  sued  for  $500. 
The  amount  in  default  is  .5679. 

— The  National  Sux'ety  of  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
has  not  yet  complied  with  the  laws  of  Califor- 
nia, though  a  reported  increase  of  capital  will 
make  good  the  technical  impairment. 

— Franklin  Webster,  for  many  years  editor  of 
the  Chi'onicle  of  New  York,  has  resigned  that 
position  and  begun  the  publication  of  the  In- 
surance Press,  of  New  York,  a  weekly.  Mr. 
Webster  will  produce  a  creditable  paper. 

— E.  J.  Lowrey,  agent,  of  Fresno,  Cal.,  acci- 
dentally shot  himself  in  the  left  hand,  last 
week,  while  dove-shooting.  In  drawing  up 
the  gun,  to  shoot,  the  hammers  caught  in  a 
bush  and  one  barrel  was  discharged.  The 
physician  found  it  necessary  to  amputate  the 
arm  between  the  wrist  and  elbow. 

— The  chief  of  the  New  York  fli-e  department 
says  that  city  is  twenty  years  ahead  of  its 
water  supply.  A  half-dozen  engines  can  pump 
its  water  mains  dry.  But  the  Connnercial 
Bulletin  has  no  criticism  to  make.  Like  Mun- 
go  in  the  Royal  Middy  the  editor  rages  and 
tears  his  hair  only  at  the  command  of  one  of 
his  masters  who  do  little  business  in  San 
Francisco  and  would  like  to  do  more. 

— The  late  Frank  H.  Swett,  adjuster,  was 
insured,  as  it  now  transpires,  in  a  hat-passer. 
Mr.  Swett,  we  regret  to  say,  was  looking  for 
"cheap"  insurance.  Now  his  widow  is  sue- 
ing  the  Masons'  Fraternal  Accident  Associa- 
tion to  collect  ^5,000  on  a  policy  on  the  life  of 
Mr.  Swett,  who  was  killed  by  the  accidental 
discharge  of  a  gun  in  the  hands  of  another 
man.  The  moral  is  obvious,  and  it  is  against 
Masonic  "insurance." 
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— The  Transatlantic  lias  been  admitted  to 
Mii'liigan. 

— A  fire  ehart  of  Marysville,  Cal.,  is  being 
prepared. 

— The  Manliattan  Life  has  just  issued  a  new 
policy,  prouounced  very  attractive. 

—Major  E.  V.  Preston  of  the  Travelers  Insur- 
ance Company  is  spending  his  summer  vacation 
in  Europe. 

— Reports  from  Montana  are  encouraging, 
though  some  agents  have  not  yet  signed  a 
pledge  to  maintain  i*ates. 

—The  Visalia  (Cal.)  Times,  Aug.  14,  says: 
"George  Mendell,  the  insurance  adjuster,  who 
drove  two  horses  to  death  a  few  days  ago,  has 
settled  in  full  for  both  horses  with  the  owner 
of  the  team." 

—Different  Style.— Here  he  was  Col.  A.  G. 
Hawes,  in  England  he  is  Mr.  Alexander  Gil- 
christ Hawes,  general  manager  of  the  New 
York  Life  Insurance  Company's  business  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

—The  Provident  Savings  "Common  Sense" 
prints  a  list  of  8.^31.092  death  claims  recently 
paid,  ranging  from  $1,000  to  1S15, 000.  The  fig- 
ures of  this  company  all  tend  upward,  in  its 
annual  statements.  The  company  has  a  "get 
there"  management. 

— C.  H.  Gray  has  been  appointed  manager  for 
the  Bankers'  Alliance  of  Los  Angeles  for 
Sacramento  and  vicinity.  Mr.  Gray  will  have 
a  whole  lot  of  hard  work,  especially  with  the 
new  accident  policy  which  makes  the  claimant 
liable  for  assessments. 

— The  Royal  has  created  a  new  Western  de- 
partment, extending  from  West  Virginia  to 
Wyoming  and  Colorado  inclusive,  to  be  man- 
aged by  John  H.  Law  &  Bros,  at  Chicago. 
It  is  a  combination  of  the  two  old  depart- 
ments, embracing  fifteen  states. 

— The  Bankers  Alliance  of  Los  Angeles,  which 
already  offers  too  much  for  its  present  rates, 
now  gives  "preferred  risks"  double  weekly 
indemnity  if  the  injuries  result  in  broken 
bones.  The  managers  are  too  ambitious  for 
the  good  of  the  little  "home  institution." 

— On  page  29  of  our  advertising  department 
the  New  York  Life  presents  seven  reasons  in 
seven  paragraphs  wh.v  the  company  is  "the 
best  to  work  for  or  to  insure  with,"  all  set 
forth  over  the  names  of  President  McCall 
and  Agency  Director  McLane  and  Cashier 
Redding. 


—Angry.— Whom  the  gods  would  destroy  they 
first  make  mad.     Let  us  have  peace  ! 

— The  American  Surety  Co.  of  New  York  now 
has  62,500.000  paid-up  cajiital.  Its  assets  are 
!S4.,TO4.437- 

—We  have  observed  that  the  subscriber  who 
does  not  pay  his  subscriptiim  bill  often  turns 
out  a  defaulter  to  his  compauj-. 

— The  Lloyds  are  writing  business  in  Cali- 
fornia, and  their  agents  pass  part  of  the  time 
pleasantly,  laughing  at  our  insurance  depart- 
ment. 

— The  United  States  has  the  unenviable  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  most  combustible  nation 
on  the  face  of  the  earth. — Chronicle  Fire 
Tables. 

— A  Lightning  Solicitor. — Complaint  is  made 
(from  southern  California)  of  Hamilton  L. 
Perrine,  a  "lightning"  worker  of  general  life 
agents.     Lookout ! 

— In  a  period  of  ten  years  "electric  fires" 
have  destroyed  about  21 U'  million  dollars' 
worth  of  property  In  the  United  States. — 
Chronicle  Fire  Tables. 

— Several  acres  of  stacked  grain  in  Colusa 
county,  Cal.,  was  burned  by  incendiaries  re- 
cently. The  stacks,  though  widely  separated, 
burned  simultaneously. 

— The  Union  Mutual  Life  reports  new  busi- 
ness for  July  some  20  per  cent,  ahead  of  same 
month  last  year.  The  gain  over  the  preced- 
ing month  was  10  per  cent. 

—The  Alabama  supreme  court  rules  that 
Lloyds  can  be  admitted  without  license,  the 
law  appl.ving  to  corporations,  not  to  individ- 
uals.    Unfortunate  Alabamans ! 

— In  1894  in  313  working  days  of  eight  hours 
each  the  New  York  Life  Ins.  Co.  paid  to  its 
policyholders  $1.73  every  second,  1:104.22  every 
minute,  .$6,253.20  every  hour,  $50,025.60  every 
day,  $300,153.60  every  week,  and  81,305,416.90 
every  month. 

— We  print  elsewhere  a  table  of  Rocky  Moun- 
tain district  fire  business,  compiled  partly 
from  our  exchanges.  The  figures,  we  doubt 
not,  are  approximately  correct.  It  is  to  be  as- 
sumed, however,  that  the  figures  of  Montana, 
W.voming  and  New  Mexico  are  incomplete,  in 
the  absence  of  insurance  departments,  and 
that  loss  ratios  have  been  in  fact  considerably- 
larger  than  those  given.  The  companies  which 
declined  to  report,  it  must  be  presumed,  had  a 
loss  experience  unpleasantlj'  large. 
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—The  way  to  reduce  fire  insurance  premiums 
is  permanently  to  reduce  the  lire  waste. — 
Chronicle  Fire  Tables.  On  the  Pacific  Coast 
they  reduce  the  former  without  reducing  the 
latter. 

— Ex-Receiver  Sullivan  of  the  Columbia  Fire, 
who  had  been  the  means  of  filling  newsiiaper 
(•olumns,  killed  himself  last  month,  by  ac- 
cidental shooting,  it  is  said.  He  had  just 
taken  out  a  large  amount  of  life  and  accident 
insurance.  In  court  there  was  nearly  a  duel, 
with  S.  as  one  of  the  principals,  a  few  weeks 
ago.     There  is  newspaper  talk  of  suicide. 

— California  leads  in  fire  insurance  loss  among 
the  states  in  asylums,  assay  oftices,  fancy  no- 
tion stores,  fruit  evaiwrating  establishments, 
glass  and  china  decorating  establishments, 
grain  and  hay  fires,  pottery  works,  hay  vv'are- 
houses  and  wine  vaults;  and  it  is  among  the 
leaders  in  dwellings,  country  stores,  barns  and 
stables.  All  which  is  gleaned  from  the  Chron- 
icle Fire  Tables.  The  propertyholder  should 
draw  the  moral,  and  insure  such  risks  up  to 
the  top  notch. 

— In  Salt  Lake  some  embarrassing  concessions 
have  been  made  to  policyholders  who  have 
paid  full  rates.  They  have  been  promised  re- 
duced rates  on  renewal,  whether  the  "war" 
be  then  in  progress  or  not.  The  board  has 
adopted  a  resolution  that  such  concessions 
sliall  apply  only  to  risks  expiring  on  or  before 
October  15.  The  non-intercourse  clause  of 
the  board's  constitution  has  been  repealed. 
To  an  invitation  to  become  a  member  General 
Agent  A.  E.  Magill  of  the  Home  and  Phfjenix 
responded  with  an  acceptance,  after  a  pei'sonal 
investigation  of  the  situation  in  Salt  Lake 
City. 

— Fire  patrols  are  salvage  corps.  They  now 
do,  as  underwriters'  organizations,  what  they 
will  never  do  as  branches  of  municipal  fire  de- 
partments. In  either  case,  the  policyholders 
would  eventually  pay  the  expense  of  the  sal- 
vage corps,  directly  or  indirectly.  Principle 
may  suggest  to  the  underwriters  the  abandon- 
ment of  a  fire  patrol,  but  expediency  (or  com- 
mon sense)  says  no.  The  abandonment  of  a 
tire  patrol  may  necessitate  prohibitory  rates. 
The-  existence  of  a  fire  patrol  may  persuade 
property-owners  to  carry  light  insurance,  but 
the  absence  of  a  fire  patrol,  entailing  excep- 
tional losses  and  high  rates,  may  compel  prop- 
erty-owners to  carry  light  insurance.  The  old 
saying,  about  cutting  off  one's  nose  to  spite 
one's  face,  seems  to  have  some  application 
here. 


— The  Ti'ansatlantic  has  decided  to  take  up 
burglary  insux-ance  at  home. 

— T.  E.  Perkins,  representing  the  Spectator, 
passed  through  San  Francisco  last  mouth,  grip 
in  hand. 

— The  Standard  Life  &  Accident  (Cad man  & 
Kittle,  agents)  has  $200,000  on  deposit  with 
the  state  treasurer  of  Michigan.  Up  to  Jan- 
uary ist  this  company  had  paid  $2,436,884 
claims. 

— Chas.  M.  Hero,  iiropriotor  of  the  Insurance 
Agent,  of  New  Orleans,  spent  a  week  in  San 
Francisco  last  month.  Here,  at  least,  is  a  man 
who  is  a  Hero  to  his  own  valet;  but  Mr.  Hero 
says  our  valley  oyster  is  not  comparable  with 
our  mountain  oyster,  and  neither  is  as  good  as 
the  New  Orleans  oyster. 

— The  proprietor  of  the  Coast  Review  drew 
down  his  regular  annual  accident  weekly  in- 
demnity this  month.  Last  year  it  was  for 
dislocated  shoulder  and  fractured  scapula. 
This  year  for  two  twisted  ribs,  the  eighth  and 
ninth,  caused  by  a  fall  while  fishing  in  the 
Little  Sacramentoiu  Shasta  county.  Edwards 
believes  in  accident  insurance. 

— We  print  elsewhere  a  photo-zinc  engraving 
of  the  silver  stag  statuette  presented  to  John 
W.  G.  Cofran  by  the  fire  underwriters  of  San 
Francisco  last  mouth.  The  statuette  is  eigh- 
teen inches  high,  on  an  ebony  pedestal.  The 
latter  is  so  highly  polished  that  it  reflects  a 
building  behind  the  photographer,  and  camera 
and  engraver  reproduce  it.  The  statuette  is 
a  .solid  silver  copy  of  Landseer'sfamous  "Mon- 
arch of  the  Glen,"  which  adorns  so  much  of 
the  Hartford  Fire's  advertising  literature. 

— The  enthusiastic  talk  in  behalf  of  home  en- 
terprises, and  the  organizing  of  a  half-million 
San  Francisco  population  club,  and  of  a  home 
manufacturers  association,  have  suggested  to 
the  enterprisin.g  Pacific  Mutual  management 
a  timely  appeal  to  Californians  and  to  Coast 
people  generally,  in  behalf  of  the  Pacific  Mut- 
ual Life  Insurance  Company  as  a  home  enter- 
prise eminently  worthy  of  the  patronage  and 
confidence  of  Coast  people  who  are  resolved  to 
encourage  Coast  enterprises.  The  arguments 
are  very  cleverly  presented,  but  we  imagine 
that  our  fi-iends  of  the  home  office  would  not 
care  to  know  how  their  numerous  agents  in 
the  East  circulated  the  same  arguments.  Of 
course  not.  However,  such  literature  is  good 
material  for  home  consumption,  and  the  mana- 
gers have  shrewdly  sown  some  good  seed  in 
the  right  place  at  the  right  time. 
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— Califoniia  had  a  Weed  Pati-h  lire  last  moiitli. 
(Jucer  name  for  a  place. 

— G.  R.  Efkart.  a  prominent  insurance  agent 
at  Marysville,  Cal.,  was  in  the  city  last  week. 
Mr.  E.  reimrts  local  Are  insurance  matters  in 
good  shape  in  his  section,  the  local  board  hav- 
ing done  good  work  In  preventing  a  rate  war 
in  Marysville  and  vicinity. 

—Times  are  not  so  good  as  they  might  be  with 
the  local  tire  insurance  agent.  We  suggest 
that  he  widen  his  chances  by  taking  a  life  and 
accident  agency.  A  little  hard  work,  with 
patience  and  perseverance,  will  always  land 
a  few  risks.  ■  The  commissions,  no  doubt,  will 
be  very  acceptable  these  cut-rate  days.  The 
tire  local  should  look  over  the  Coast  Review 
"ad"  pages  and  apply  for  an  agency.  Write 
for  particulars. 

—J.  W.  G.  Cofran  and  family  have  taken  up 
their  residence  in  Chicago.  Mr.  Cofran  has 
assumed  the  duties  of  his  new  position  as 
assistant  manager  of  the  Western  department 
of  the  Hartford  Fire,  under  Manager  Heywood. 
The  good  wishes  of  many  Coast  friends  attend 
him.  Before  leaving  San  Francisco  Mr.  Cofran 
was  wined  and  dined  by  club  and  professional 
and  personal  friends  at  various  times.  Under- 
writers and  other  friends  gave  him  a  dinner  at 
the  Pacific  Union  Club.  George  C.  Boardmau 
of  the  yEtna  gave  Mr.  Cofran  and  a  number  of 
most  intimate  friends  a  farewell  dinner  at  his 
residence. 

— We  print  in  full  elsewhere  an  important  cau- 
eellation  decision,  which  agents  should  read. 
It  is  of  special  interest  to  Pacific  Coast  read- 
ers, where  there  has  been  too  much  cancella- 
tion of  policies.  The  court  holds  that  the  in- 
sured must  ask  to  cancel.  This,  of  course,  is 
a  condition  of  the  policy,  but  it  is  well  to  have 
judicial  approval,  as  in  this  case.  The  court 
further  holds  that  there  is  no  cancellation 
where  the  return  premium  is  not  paid,  and  that 
other  insurance  not  permitted,  pending  the 
settlement  of  the  return  premium,  invalidates 
the  original  policy  and  relieves  the  insurer  of 
any  obligation  to  pay  the  unearned  premium. 


WILLIAM  FOSTER 

Attorney  at  Law 

206  Sansome  Street,  Room  26, 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 


About  Bicycles. 

Our  article  last  month  on  "The  Cyclery 
Hazai-d  "  has  called  out  two  or  three  protests. 
The  Halladay  Temple  wheel  people  say  the 
business  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  and  that  the 
number  of  "cycleries"  (and  riders)  will  be 
doubled  next  year.  The  making  and  selling 
and  renting  of  bicycles  will  be  too  prosperous, 
for  years  to  come,  to  promote  incendiary  care- 
lessness. This  is  the  view  of  the  wheel 
people. 

A  large  and  inci'easing  number  of  San  Fi'an- 
cisco  insurance  men  ride  bicycles,  and  some  of 
them  own  their  wheels,  thus  testifying  that 
this  healthful  pastime  is  not  a  fad  with  them. 
The  writer  noted  not  fewer  than  eight  insur- 
ance men  with  their  wives  or  daughters  (or 
somebody  else's)  on  wheels  in  the  park  on  a 
recent  afternoon.  It  must  be  admitted  that  a 
new  meaning  attaches  to  the  slang  expression 
"Wheels  in  his  head." 

A  special  agent  who isan  enthusiastic  wheel- 
man—that  is  to  say,  has  wheels  in  his  head- 
swears  by  the  Halladay  Temple  Scorcher.  He 
not  only  rises  before  daylight  for  his  morning's 
"spin,"  but  he  goes  down  to  O.  S.  Potter  & 
Co.'s  place,  at  41  Fremont  street,  every  day 
at  lunch  time,  hoping  to  see  a  new  'g6  "mount," 
or  in  plain  English  the  new  pattern  or  style, 
which  always  has  a  special  charm  for  the 
"bike  "  crank. 

Accompanying  this  genial  crank  the  other 
day,  here  is  something  we  heard  which  may 
interest  those  of  our  readers  who  want  to  buy 
a  bicycle  or  a  tricycle  or  a  tandem  or  a  sociable 
or  a  what-you-may-call-'em: 

On  the  15th  of  September  O.  S.  Potter  &  Co. 
will  have  samples  of  the  Hallada.v  wheels  for 
1896.  They  will  have  larger  tubings,  and  be 
fitted  with  new  styles  of  pedals  and  saddles. 
There  will  be  one  for  the  "bloomer  girl,"  too. 
This  is  plain  enough:  but  later  there  was  be- 
wildering talk  like  this: 

O.  S.  Potter  &  Co.  have  closed  with  the 
Wolff  Company  for  their  Sociables  and  Tan- 
dems and  Singles  for  the  Pacific  Coast.  The 
special  points  of  this  Wolff  are  the  crown  head, 
the  eccentric  something  for  the  chain,  the 
tubular  hub  and  the  self-oiling  device.  A  ref- 
erence to  a  "duplexity"  something  or  other 
still  further  increased  our  perplexity.  But 
our  bicycle  friend  (or  fiend)  heard  and  under- 
stood all,  and  grinned  with  delight  and  spoke 
of  spokes,  ram's  horns,  gearing  and  steering, 
balls  and  falls,  and  forthwith  went  up  to  the 
retail  store  at  1149  Market  street  to  see  the 
samples.     Paul,  thou  almost  persuadest  me. 
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Fire  Protection  Notes. 

**Work  on  the  CiUaveras  (Cal.)  waterworks  has 
begun.  The  lank  will  hold  6,000  gallons. 
**San  Luis  Ohispo,  Cal.,  votes  Sept.  26  on  proposi- 
tion to  bond  the  town  for  Jgo.ooo  forwaterworks. 
**Oakland.  Cal.,  water  pressure  has  been  poor  in 
the  west  half,  owing  to  rival  water  companies' 
tight. 

**YankeB  Thrift.— With  a  population  of  15,000, 
Northampton.  Mass  ,  pays  its  chief  of  fire  depart- 
ment the  munificent  salary  of  $187  a  year. 
**Helena,  Montana,  Independent:  The  Livingston 
waterworks  company  will  enlarge  its  plant,  and 
has  ordered  a  new  pump  with  a  capacity  of  1,500,- 
000  gallons  daily.  '  ■ 

**Nob  Hill  (San  Francisco),  with  all  its  wealth, 
suffers  from  a  scarcity  of  fire  alarm  boxes.  There 
i.s  not  one  between  Clay  and  Pine  from  Stockton  to 
Larkin.  While  the  distance  between  boxes  in  this 
district  may  not  be  greater  than  in  some  other  dis- 
trict the  boxes  are  harder  to  reach  owing  to  the 
hills.— Daily  Report. 


Constantinople  Fire  Department. 
The  Turks  object  to  steam  engines,  hence  man's 
hands  furnish  the  motor  for  pile  drivers,  etc.,  and 
tire  apparatus.  The  buildings  of  that  city  are 
made  of  stone,  thus  a  fire  breaking  out  holds  itself 
within  the  walls,  and  is  hence  easily  extinguished 
with  but  little  water.  We  witnessed  such  a  burn- 
ing and  were  surprised  what  little  eclat  the  same 
produced.  It  took  at  least  Htteen  minutes  before 
the  fire  department  arrived  at  the  scene  of  action, 
and  its  modus  operandi  was,  namely,  four  men 
carrying  a  square  iron  box,  four  men  carrying  lev- 
ers or  pump  beams.  The  apparatus  was  then  put 
together,  and  a  Kavass  (military  superintendent) 
gave  the  word  "proceed."  The  Turks  proceeded, 
but  since  they  had  forgotten  to  put  water  into  the 
iron  box,  nothing  came  of  the  pumping  but  air.  A 
hubbub  succeeding  that  useless  exploit,  buckets 
were  brought  into  requisition  to  bring  water  from 
a  deep  well  some  ico  yards  distant.  The  fire  in  the 
meantime  having  burnt  itself  out,  and  when  the 
apparatus  squirted  an  insignificant  stream  there 
was  nothing  but  smoke  to  extinguish.  Above  men- 
tioned Kavass,  armed  with  a  can,  at  every  stroke 
of  the  pump  handles  plied  the  same  upon  the  back 
of  the  pumpers  alternately,  no  doubt  to  encourage 
them.— Santa  Barbara  Independent. 


Burns' Life  Insurance. — C.  E.  Noverre  in  a  recent 
issue  of  the  Post  Magazine  tells  us  that  "  the  poet 
Burns  on  his  death  bed  said  that  his  life  policy 
was  one  of  the  comforting  thoughts  of  the  past." 
Why  of  the  yvff.v/,  may  we  aslti*  Did  R.  B.  put  on 
some  and  let  it  lapse,  or  was  it  an  endowment 
which  had  satisfactorily  matured  to  the  comfort 
and  consolation  of  Bonnie  Jean?  Vain  hope.  We 
have  communicated  with  several  well  known 
students  of  Burnsiana,  and  no  one  of  them  has  ever 
heard  of  any  insurance  having  been  placed  upon 
the  poet's  life.— Our  Monthly. 


By  and  By. 

The  weary  clerk  looked  up  from  his  book. 

As  the  "  Special  "  pas.se<l  him  by. 
And  he  gave  the  traveling  man  a  look. 

And  muttered,  with  a  sigh: 
"How  sleek  and  saucy  he  appears. 

How  cheerful  is  his  glance ; 
Of  creditors  he  has  no  fears. 

Who  lead  me  such  a  dance. 
He  thinks  that  he  is  tixed  for  life; 

Just  wait  and  see  me  try, 
I'll  get  his  place  without  much  strife ; 

It  will  be  mine,  by  and  by. 

It  will  be  mine,  by  and  by, 

By  and  by ; 
It  will  be  mine,  by  and  by. 
In  just  about  two  years, 
He  will  have  cause  for  fears. 
It  will  be  mine,  by  and  by." 

The  Manager  sat  in  his  easy  chair. 

And  pressed  a  little  bell: 
The  "Special"  tumbled  through  the  air. 

And,  hastening,  nearly  fell. 
The  Manager  said :    "  Now.  take  the  train. 

And  travel  for  a  year. 
Whether  in  sunshine  or  in  rain. 

And  let  good  work  appear." 
The  "Special"  started  on  his  way. 

With  a  satchel  in  each  hand. 
And  as  he  traveled,  day  by  day. 

In  obedience  to  command, 
He  thought:    "  He  seems  to  have  a  cinch. 

His  job  is  very  fine : 
But  wait  until  he  gets  the  'pinch,' 

And  then  it  will  be  mine. 

It  will  be  mine,  by  and  by, 

.By  and  by; 
It  will  be  mine  by  and  by. 
I'll  be  quiet  for  awhile. 
But,  pretty  .soon,  I'll  smile. 
It  will  be  mine,  by  and  by." 

The  Death  Angel  paused  in  his  flight  o'er  the 
town. 

With  a  gloomy  air  and  severe. 
And,  as  he  marked  his  victims  down. 

He  said,  with  a  ghastly  sneer  : 
"Its  really  funny  to  hear  them  talk. 

And  scheme  for  each  other's  place. 
While  I  am  ready  the  plans  to  balk 

Of  all  the  human  race. 
An  insect  has  more  sense  than  they. 

As  it  flutters  in  the  sun. 
For  it  enjoys  each  warming  ray,  . 

And  their  worry  is  never  done. 

They  will  be  mine,  by  and  by. 

By  and  by; 
They  will  be  mine,  by  and  by : 
I  will  shut  off  their  breath," 
Said  the  Angel  of  Death, 

"  They  will  be  mine,  by  and  by." 

— California  Knapsack. 
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How  The  Ball  Nozzle  Works. 

'■The  water  issuing  at  the  sides  of  the  ball  pro- 
duces a  zone  of  vacuum,  where  the  water  is  tau- 
gent  to  the  ball,  on  the  principle  of  the  ejector. 
Air  pressure  on  the  outer  surface  of  the  ball  tends 
to  force  it  into  this  vacuum  zone,  and  as  the  area 
of  the  ball  covered  by  the  vacuum  is  uumy  times 
larger  than  the  aperture  through  which  the  water 
escapes  to  the  cup  of  the  nozzle,  the  total  air 
pressure  on  the  ball  is  greater  than  any  water 
pressure  that  would  likely  to  be  exerted  upon  the 
ball;  but  as  the  ain pressure  is  limited  to  a  little 
less  than  fifteen  pounds  per  square  inch,  we  can 
conceive  that  there  might  be  a  water  pressure 
which  could  no  longer  be  opposed  by  the  air 
pressure,  and  as  a  consequence  the  ball  would  be 
blown  out  of  the  cup. 

"Tests  were  made  to  prove  the  correctness  of 
this  explanation  by  having  a  ball  perforated  and 
connecting  a  tube  with  the  perforation.  A  lighted 
candle  was  held  at  the  ^outh  of  the  tube,  and  the 
drawing  of  the  candle  flame  into  the  tube  showed 
that  air  was  rushing  in  to  supply  the  vacuum  pro- 
duced by  the  escaping  water.  A  further  test  was 
made  by  submerging  the  ball  nozzle.  In  this  case 
the  outrush  of  water  produced  a  vacuum  as  before, 
and  the  air.  rushing  in  to  satisfy  the  vacuum,  es- 


caped in  bubbles  through  the  water.  When  the 
tube  was  closed  by  the  finger,  preventing  the  en- 
trance of  air  Into  the  tube,  the  bubbles  ceased." 


In  Victoria  the  owner  of  any  uninsured  house 
or  building,  or  personal  property  therein.  Is  liable 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Hre  brigade,  such  ex- 
penses not  to  exceed  one-Hfth  of  the  actual  value  of 
the  property  saved  from  destruction.  The  scale  of 
charges  allows  for  the  chief  olHcer  $5  for  the  first 
hour  and  S2.50  for  each  succeeding  hour;  for  the  use 
of  steam  engine,  $25;  for  the  use  of  hand  engine, 
$12.50;  for  the  "  two  first"  reels  $12.50;  for  each  fire- 
man $1.25  for  first  hour  and  75  cents  for  second  hour 
and  50  cents  for  each  succeeding  hour;  and  mis- 
cellaneous other  charges  for  horses,  for  hose-dry- 
ing, etc.  The  insurance  companies  bear  a  large 
share  of  the  expenses  of  the  fire  brigade. 


100,000  Envelopes  AT  gi.20. 


The  Coast  Review  printery  has  just 

turned  out  an  order  of  100,000  No.  10  Manilla 
Envelopes,  good  quality,  at  $1.20  per  i,oi)o. 


HINE  AND  NirilOLS' 


DIGEST  OF 


Insurance  Decisions 


FiRF,  AND  Marine 


l^RICK    RE.0UCE10 


This  work  was  exhaustive  and  excellent  dowu  to 
the  date  of  its  publication,  1SS2,  and  is  still  valu- 
able as  containing  the  body  of  insurance  law  in  the 
syllabi  of  the  thousands  of  cases  it  contains.  Copies 
still  on  hand  will  be  sold  at  a  reduction,  to  clear 
the  shelves. 

The  work  is  a  lar^e  octavo  of  800  pages,  finely 
bound  in  law  sheep,  and  was  published  at  $7.50.  The 
remaining  copies  on  hand  will  be  disposed  of  at 
$3.00.  at  which  price  the  book  is  a  great  bargain. 

Sent  by  express  at  purchaser's  expense  on  receipt 
of  net  price.    Sent  by  mail  prepaid  for  $3.30. 

Address 

C.  C.  HINE, 

137  Broadway,  New  York. 


iURANiCE^COMPANyiffe 


:  OF    MANCHESTER.    ENGt-AND.^^^ 


For  Fire  Insurunce. 

Assets  in  United  States »2,389,09'J  00 

Net  Surplus !»    «31,<>4.5  88 

Writing  Large  Lines  On  Desirable  Business. 

Applications  for   Agencies  or  Information  should 

be  addressed 

For  Eastern  ami  Middle  States: 

WILLIAM  BELL,         I  ,   .    ,  ,, 

WILLIAM  WOOD,        I  Joint  Managers. 

WILLIAM  M.  BALLARD,  Branch  Sei-'y. 

21  Nassau  St.,  (Kqiiitable  IJldff.],        New  V<irk. 

For  AVesterii  States: 

GEORGE  M.  FISHER,  Manager, 

SCI  La  Salle  Street,  Chicago,  III- 

For  S<(utliern  States: 

FINLEY  &  JANVIER,  Managers. 

.'iO-.'iS  (amp  Street,  New  Orleans.  La. 

For  Pacific  Coast: 

CHARLES  A.  LATON.  Manager, 

439  California  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
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™  ROYAL 

InsuraQce  CompaQy 

OF    LIVERPOOL,    ENGLAND. 

Assets,    -    M6,ooo,ooo     ^      Losses  Paid,    -    ^9?, 000,000      ^ 


THE 


NORWICH  UNION 

pire  Insurance  Society 


OF    NORWICH,    ENGLAND, 


Assets,     -     ^6, 000, 000.  *  Losses  Paid,     -     ^44, 000, 000 


Royal  and  Norwich  Union. 


Pacific    Coast    Oepartment: 

ROLLA   V.  WATT,   Manager, 

N.    E.    Corner     Montgomery     and     Sacramento     Streets,     SAN    FRANCISCO. 


Special    agents : 
j.  l.  fuller     jno.  t.  fogarty     frank  m.  gilcrest     h.  r.  burke 

ROBERT  H.  DELAPIELD 
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REINSURERS. 


LION 
»2.50O 
Paid  Gen '1  Agent  Tys 
August  loth 


IMPERIAL 

»3,000 

Paid  Gen'l  Agent  Tyson 

August  lijtli 


SVEA 

Paid  Gen'l  Agent  Tyson 
August  loth 


AMERICAN.  Phila. 

$4,000 

Paid  Gen'l  Agent  Tyson 

August  I.'jth 


PHENIX,    Brooklyn 

»2,.500 

Paid  Gen'l  Agent  Tyson 

August  15th 


NORTH   BRITI.SH 

&  MERCANTILE 
*1.500 

Paid  Gen'l  Agent  Tyson 
August  14th 


LONDON  & 

LANCASHIRE 

»4..';oo 

Paid  Gen'l  Agent  Tyson 
August  3d 


ATLAS 

«3..';oo 

Paid  Gen'l  Agent  Tyson 
.luly  :ilst 


-ETNA 

ra.oOO 

Paid  Gen'l  Agent  Tyson 

July  3l8t 


UNION.  London 

»2,00U 

Paid  Gen'l  Agent  Tysi 

.luly  aoih 


DELAWARE 

MOO 

Paid  Gen'l  Agent  Tyson 

.lulv  SOth 


AMERICAN  CENTHAL 

$1,000 

Paid  Gen'l  Agent  Tyson 

July  SOLh 


FAC-SIMILE  OF  CHECK  OF  GERMAN  AMERtCAN    INSURANCE  CO.        FOR   PARTICULARS  SEE  OTHER  SIDE 


.0.^'^°^"*% 


E<,r 


(S^rmitit^mmiijriiiirattce  (Hxr , 


OP-NKWN-OHK 


C^'^^^^^CY  g^////^  yJ^J'  Q/J^  2997 
'A<'4  .,  /^-.X„,  ^.....jf^,.   ^ 


GEO.H. TYSON, 

3  ««    1.    ASHhlT 

435  (California  ^t 


'^^3t€m^eU. 


(  Oihcr  Sid'?   nf  Check.) 

San  Fraxcisco,  September  19,  1895. 
George  H.  Tvsok,  Esq.,  General    Agent  German   American  Insurance  Company,  435  California  Street,  City: — 

Dear  Sir: — With  pleasure  as  well  as  thanks  we  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vour  check  for  seventy 
thousand  dollars  (^70,000),  payment  in  full  on  your  policies  covering  our  mill  and  store  at  Scotia,  Humboldt 
County,  Cal. 

The  prompt  payment,  as  well  as  the  manner  of  settlement,  makes  it  a  pleasant  duty  for  us  to  recom- 
mend the  German-American  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  to  all  property-owners  who  take  out  insurance  and 
desire  solid  security  as  well  as  a  prompt  settlement.  Yours  truly, 

THE   PACIFIC   LUMBER   CO. 
Per  W.  S.  Gage,  Vice-President. 


RARE  OPPORTOHITy  AHD  EXCESS  OF  ZEAL 
have  persijudcil  tScneral  At,'ent  Tysnn  to  issue 
aconimenJatorj"  ciiviilur — acdjiy  of  ucliuck  ant) 
a  laudatory  receipt—as  prinled  above.  Il  is 
ail  adverlisenient  whk-h  would  bt'  in  ques- 
tionable taste  eveu  if  it  presented  facts.  It 
is  additioually  unfortunate  for  Mr.  Tyaou's 
reputation  for  discretion  that  tbe  circular  is 
misleading,  for  he  is  made  to  appear  a  seeker 
for  credit,  for  himself  and  I'onipany,  for  some- 
thing for  which  neither  he  nor  the  German- 
American  is  entitled  to  credit.  We  are  sure 
that  the  home  ofQoe  managers  did  not  suggest 
this  very  peculiar  advertisement,  and  will 
not  approve  of  it.  Zeal  and  youth  have 
made  Mr.  Tyson  indisorect,  and  in  his  more 
leisure  moments  he  will  regret  this  honi- 
hlowing.  The  German-American  is  not  u 
company  which  needs  to  jwse  as  a  prompt 
payer  of  legitimate  claims,  and  the  Coast  Re- 
view therefore  doubly  reprels  the  attitude 
in  which  its  too  zealous  Coast  agent  has 
thoughtlessly  placed  it. 

The  saw-mill  and  store  at  Scotia.  Cal.,  were 
insured  with  the  German- American  Insurance 
Co.  for  ^0,000 — ¥50.000  on  the  wet-log  saw- 
mill and  1(30,000  on  a  general  merchandise 
store  near  the  mill.  All  but  ^4,500  of  the 
*7o,ooo  was  reinsured  by  the  German-Amer- 
ican in  various  companies.  It  would  not  have 
been  good  underwriting  for  one  company  to 
carry  all  that  saw-mill  I'isk  and  the  adjacent 
one.  and  we  are  surprised  lo  find  Mr.  Tyson 
willing  to  be  credited  with  that  sort  of  Jum- 


ho  writing  even  if  it  \yeve  true.  Companies 
which  do  that  kind  of  underwriting  usually 
reinsure  or  fail. 

On  July  6,  1895.  the  saw-mill  and  store 
burned,  and  the  loss  was  total.  On  July  30 
pi-oofs  of  loss  were  filed.  On  July  30  General 
Agent  Tyson  furnished  his  reinsurers  with 
proofs  of  loss,  and  requested  immediate  pay- 
ment, as  the  insured  had  paid  the  premium 
promptly,  and  he  designed  to  pay  the  loss 
with  equal  promptness.  Several  offices,  how- 
ever, had  not  received  their  premiums 
from  Mr.  Tyson  before  the  expiration  of  sixty 
days,  and  in  one  case  at  least  nearly  ninety 
days  had  expired.  They,  therefore,  did  not 
fei;l  called  upou  to  pay  the  loss  until  the  usual 
and  stipulated  time  had  elapsed. 

Il  is  customary,  in  case  of  reinsurance,  for 
the  direct  insurer  to  puy  the  loss,  and  then  to 
present  the  receipts  to  the  reinsurer  and  col- 
lect the  amount  dueon  a  reinsurance  contract. 
For  reasons  of  his  own,  no  doubt  good  and  suf- 
ficient. General  Agent  Tyson  did  not  observe 
this  custom  and  pay  the  loss  first  and  immedi- 
ately, und  collect  from  his  insurers  afterward. 

Mr.  Tyson  has  been  somewhat  thoughtless 
in  this  whole  matter.  If  he  had  been  thought- 
ful he  would  not  have  been  tbe  last  to  pay 
his  company's  share  of  the  loss;  nor,  indeed, 
would  he  have  waited  until  any  of  his  rein- 
surers had  paid. 

With  designs  for  a  "scoop,"  and  for  an  ad- 
vertisement such  as  we  copy  herewith  for  the 
entertainment  of  our  readers,  he  would  have 


promptly  paid  the  njill  company  out  of  the 
German -American's  t^ank  account,  and  await- 
ed the  pleasure  of  his  numerous  reinsurers 
under  the  terms  of  their  reinsurance  contract 
with  him.  Reasouing  this  way,  the  Coast 
Review  views  Mr.  Tyson's  action  charitably, 
as  one  of  impulse,  hasty  and  without  reflec- 
tion. 

The  names  of  thp  reinsurers,  in  this  case, 
are  printed  ulonp  the  margin  herewith,  to- 
gether with  the  dates  of  payment  to  the  Ger- 
man-American, in  their  order  as  to  time;  be- 
ginning with  the  first  payment  July  yo,  at 
the  lower  left-hand  corner,  and  ending  with 
the  German-American's,  September  19.  at  the 
lower  right-hand  corner. 

It  may  be  remarked  here  that  the  Coast 
Review  is  of  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Tyson  did 
not  "tote  fair"  with  his  reinsurers  when  he 
collected  their  money  so  many  days  in  ad- 
vance of  the  iMiymeut  of  the  loss. 

In  conclusion,  The  Coast  Review  condemns 
the  pernicious  practice  of  writing  large  risks 
and  reinsuring  the  gi'eater  part  of  same.  It 
is  unwise  and  unnecessary.  The  agent  can 
control  the  large  risk,  and  yet  place  so  much 
of  it  as  his  company  does  not  choose  to  can-y. 
The  interests  of  the  reinsurer  can  hardly  be 
said  to  be  sub.served,  because  it  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  investigation  or  adjustment  of 
the  loss.  This  case  may  therefore  not  be 
without  beneficial  effect  on  the  general  bus- 
iness. 


REINSURERS. 


I'F.NNSVI.VAXIA 

*2.'.(HI 

Paid  Gen'l  Agont  Tysjn 

August  l.'ith 


SUN,  London 

$4,000 

P.iid  Gen'l  Agent  Tyson 

August  lath 


HAMBURG-BREMEN 

$3,000 

Paid  Gen'l  Agent  Tyson 

August  28th 


NIACJARA 

*l,."i00 

I'aid  Gen'l  Agent  Tyson 

August  28th 


SCOTTISH  UNION 

&  NATIONAL 
$3,  .500 
Paid  Gen'l  Agent  Tyf^.ln 
Soptomher  l.'lth 


ORIENT 

$1,000 

Piiid  Gen'l  Agent  Tyson 

September  13th 


NATIONAL,    Hartford 

«l.oOO 

Paid  Gen'l  Agent  Tyson 

September  19th 


QUEEN 

$;,500 

Paid  Gen'l  Agent  Tyaon 

September   17th 


CONNECTICUT 

$2,500 

Paid  Gen'l  Agent  Tyson 

September  17th 


WESTCHESTER 

SI.ilOO 

Paid  Gen'l  Agent  Tyson 

September  18th 

WESTERN 

315,000 

Paid  Gen'l  Agent  Tyson 

September  181  h 


GERMAN-AMERICAN 

84,500 

Paid  Assured 

September  19th 


Victory  for  the  Companies  In  Montana. 
Voss.  Conrad  A  I'n.  have  just  received 
a  disiiatih,  nniifyiiiiL,'  tliein  that  the  su- 
preniu  coma  nf  Mutiluii^  liiis  just  decided 
for  the  phiiiitill  in  th*.-  mandamus  ciise  of 
the  Aaohcn  A:  ^Iuuich  v.  The  Secretary 
of  State,  to  compel  him  to  issue  a  license 
to  the  company,  under  the  general  inaur- 


ance  laws  of  the  state.  The  lower  court 
had  previouHly  sustained  the  ruling  re- 
quiring insurance  companies,  in  common 
with  corporations,  to  pay  a  license  fee  per 
Si.ooo  of  subscribed  capital.  An  appeal 
from  this  decision  was  carried  to  the  su- 
preme court,  with  the  favorable  issue 
above  recorded. 
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Digest  of  Recent  Insurance  Decisions. 

FIRE. 

Buyle  i\  Hambiirn-Brcmen  F.  I}is.  Co.,  Pa.  S.  C. , 
i2  A.  R.  S53. 

ISVEXTORY. 

In  an  action  on  a  policy  on  a  stock  of  goods 
It  appeared  that  the  front  windows  of  plain- 
tiffs^ store  were  broken  by  a  fire  across  the 
street,  and  the  loss  claimed  was  a  percentage 
of  depreciation,  caused  by  smoke  and  water; 
that  the  proofs  of  loss  furnished  purported  to 
contain  an  inventory  of  all  the  goods  and  their 
value,  in  which  some  of  the  items  were  "a  lot 
of  goods  in  the  show  window,"'  "contents  of  a 
small  show  case,'"  and  "lot  of  shirt  bosoms, 
h'dfs,  fly  netting,  etc."';  and  that  at  the  end 
of  the  inventory,  plaintiffs  stated  their  claim 
to  be  "33X  PSi'  eent.  on  dry  goods  and  under- 
wear, etc.,"  "25  per  cent,  on  furniture  and 
fi.xtures,"  "15  per  cent,  on  boots,  shoes  and 
rubbers,""  "15  per  cent,  on  groceries,  spices, 
etc.,'"  giving  the  amount  of  the  inventory  of, 
and  the  amount  of  loss  claimed  on,  each  class 
of  goods,  together  with  the  total  loss  claimed. 
Held,  that  the  proofs  substantially  complied 
with  a  stipulation  in  the  policy  requiring  the 
insured  to  make  a  complete  inventory,  "stat- 


ing the  quantity  and  cost  of  each  article,  and 
the  amount  claimed  thereon." 

A  substantial  compliance  with  a  condition 
in  a  policy,  that  the  insured  shall  make  a 
complete  inventory  of  the  property,  "stating 
the  quantity  and  cost  of  each  article,  and  the 
amount  claimed  thereon,"  etc.,  is  sufficient. 

.Vl'I'K-VISEMEXT— ACTION". 

A  policy  provided  that  the  ascertainment  of 
the  amount  of  loss  "shall  be  made  by  the  in- 
sured and  the  companj-"";  that,  if  they  could 
not  agree,  "it  shall  be  ascertained  by  two 
competent  and  disinterested  appraisers." 
Held,  that  where  the  company,  after  being 
furnished  with  proofs  of  loss,  made  no  effort 
to  agree  with  the  insured  on  the  amount  of 
loss,  but  demanded  appraisers,  the  insured 
might  commence  an  action  on  the  policy  with- 
out such  appi'aisement  or  arbitration. 

o        o 
o 

DwcUinu-Himsi:   Ins.   Co.  v.   Oshoin,  Kan.  C.  A., 

40  P.  B.  wsa. 

LIMIT.ITION. 

The  general  rule  is  that,  in  the  computation 
of  time  from  an  act  done,  the  day  on  which 
the  act  is  done  will  be  excluded  whenever 
such  exclusion  will  save  a  forfeiture.    Follow- 
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ing  this  general  I'ule,  held,  where  a  loss  oc- 
curs September  15,  i88g,  uuder  a  policy  of  in- 
surance containing  a  clause  limiting  the  time 
within  which  an  action  may  be  maintained  to 
six  months  "after  loss  or  damage  «hall  occur," 
and  an  action  is  commeuced  March  15,  i8go, 
upon  said  policy,  said  action  can  be  main- 
tained. 

VACAXCV. 

Where  a  house  built  for  dwelling  purjxjses 
is  used  by  the  owner  thereof  for  cooking  and 
general  work  iu  connection  with  an  adjacent 
house  where  said  owner  and  his  family  lodge 
and  eat,  such  house  so  used  for  cooking  and 
general  pui-poses  is  not  "vacant  or  unoccu- 
pied," within  the  meaning  of  a  clause  in  a 
policy  which  provides  that  said  policy  shall 
become  void  if  the  house  becomes  "vacant  or 
unoccupied . ' ' 

o         o 
o 

Fraim   v.  l7atUinnl   F.  Ins.  Co.,  Pa.  S.  C.  32  A. 
R.  (il3.  . 

USE  OF    GASOLINE. 

The  condition  in  a  policy  issued  to  a  silver- 
plating  company  on  its  tools  and  machinery  in 
its  factory  "that  this  entire  policj',  unless 
otherwise  provided  by  agreement  indorsed 
hereon  or  added  hereto,  shall  be  void  if  (any 
usage  or  custom  of  trade  or  manufacture  to 
the  contrary,  notwithstanding)  there  be  kept, 
used,  or  allowed  on  the  above-described  prem- 
ises *  *  »  gasoline,"  does  not  preclude  the 
use  of  gasoline  in  the  company's  business,  it 
being  so  used  at  the  date  of  the  policy,  and 
such  use  being  necessary,  and  only  such 
amount  being  bi'ought  into  the  factory  at 
any  one  time  as  is  used  in  a  single  day. 

The  necessity  of  the  use  of  gasoline  in  in- 
sured's business  may  be  shown  by  evidence 
dehors  the  policy. 

Such  necessity  need  not  be  an  absolute  one, 
but  it  is  enough  that  gasoline  is  ordinarily 
used  iu  silver  plating  to  attain  the  result   for 

which  it  is  used. 

o        o 
o 

Imperial   F.  Ins.  Cn.  i\  Ihimc    Ins.  Co.,  U.   S.  C. 

C.  A.,  6S  F.  R.  69S. 

KEIXSURAXCE — CO-IXSUUAXCE. 

The  H.  Ins.  Co.  applied  to  the  I.  Ins.  Co.  and 
the  R.  Ins.  Co.  for  reinsurance  of  a  part  of  its 
risk  upon  cotton.  Thereujion  policies  were  is- 
sued to  it  by  the  L.  and  R.  companies  reinsur- 
ing part  of  its  risk  on  the  property,  described 
by  a  slip,  pasted  on  the  policies  as  "cotton  in 
bales  their  own  or  held  by  them  in  trust  or  on 
commission";  such  slip  also  containing  an 
agreement  that  the  company  should  be  liable 


only  for  such  jiroportion  of  the  loss  as  the  sum 
insured  bears  to  the  cash  value  of  the  whole 
property  insured.  Another  slip  was  also  at- 
tached to  the  policies,  providing  that  they 
should  be  subject  to  the  same  risks,  condi- 
tions, valuations,  indorsements,  assignments, 
and  mode  of  settlement  as  were  or  should  be 
assumed  or  adopted  by  the  H.  Ins.  Co.,  and 
the  loss,  if  any,  should  be  payable  pro  rata  at 
the  same  time  and  in  the  same  manner  as  by 
that  company.  The  policies  of  reinsurance 
ran  for  a  year,  and  many  of  the  policies  issued 
by  the  H.  Co.  were  issued  subsequent  to  the 
reinsurance,  as  was  contemplated  at  the  time. 
Part  of  such  policies  contained  the  co-insur- 
ance clause,  and  part  did  not.  Held,  that  the 
limitation  contained  in  the  first-mentioned 
slip  had  no  application  to  reinsurance;  that, 
by  the  provision  in  the  second  slip  that  the 
policies  of  reinsurance  should  be  subject  to 
the  same  risks,  etc.,  as  were  assumed  by  H. 
Co.,  the  reinsuring  companies  agreed  to  be 
bound  by  any  contract  it  might  make,  and 
that  such  reinsuring  companies  were  respon- 
sible for  the  loss  suffered  by  the  H.  Co.  on  its 
policies  without  the  co-insurance  clause,  as 
well  as  those  containing  it.  Per  McCormick,. 
circuit  judge,  and  Bruce,  district  jiidge. 

Held,  that  the  words  "subject  to  co-insur- 
ance clause,"  in  the  applications  of  the  H.  Co., 
were  a  material  part  of  the  description  of  the 
risk  upon  which  reinsurance  was  sought,  and 
that  the  reinsuring  companies  were  not  liable 
for  the  loss  sustained  by  the  H.  Co.  on  policies 
not  containing  that  clause.  Per  Pardee,  cir- 
cuit judge,  dissenting. 

0         o 
o 

H()».st..)i   Direct   Nav.  Co.  r.  Ins.  Cn.  N.  A.,  Tex. 

c.  A.  v.,  31  s.  w.  R.  mo. 

"COMMON    CARRIER   IN   TEXAS." 

A  provision  in  the  charter  of  a  carrier  by 
water,  created  by  and  operating  entirely 
within  the  state,  that  it  shall  be  liable  in  any 
case  for  loss  of  freight  by  Are.  does  not  con- 
flict with  Rev.  St.  U.  S.  art.  4,282,  exempting 
every  owner  of  a  vessel  from  liability  for  loss 
by  fire  of  freight  on  board  the  vessel  unless 
the  fire  is  caused  by  design  or  neglect  of  such 
owner. 

A  provision  in  a  charter  of  a  corporation 
created  by  the  state  that  it  shall  be  subject 
in  the  transportation  of  freight  to  the  laws 
applicable  to  common  carriers  means  the  laws 
of  the  state  governing  common  carriers. 

SUBROGATION. 

A  company,  on  payment  of  insurance  on 
property  destroyed  by  fii-e  while  in  transit,  is 


Thg    Coast    T^evtew. 


377 


subrogated  to  the  rights  of  the  owner  of  the 

property  against  the  carrier  for  the  loss. 

o        o 
o 

Fromhci-z  v.  YanMon  F.  Ins.  Co.,  S.  D.  S.  C.es 
N.  TV.  R.  78-1. 

AGEXCT. 

H.  &.  Co.,  insurance  agents  in  Chicago,  but 
not  agents  of  the  defendant  company,  solicited 
plaintiff,  through  S. ,  an  employe,  to  talie  in- 
surance with  them.  The  amount,  and  how  it 
should  be  distributed  over  fixtures,  stock, 
etc.,  was  agreed  upon,  and  a  memorandum 
made  by  S.  H.  &  Co.  declined  to  accept  any 
risk  in  the  block  in  which  plaintiff  was  lo- 
cated. S.  then  offered  plaintiff  certain  pol- 
icies, which  he  refused,  because  "mutual."' 
Plaintiff  then  gave  S.  a  written  order  or  re- 
quest for  other  insurance,  which  he  agreed  to 
accept  and  pay  for,  if  satisfactory  to  him.  S. 
then  turned  the  memorandum  and  the  re- 
quest over  to  C  G.  4fe  Co.,  who  did  not  repre- 
sent or  have  any  relations  with  the  defendant 
company,  but  who  styled  themselves  '■  bro- 
Ijers,"  They  undertook  to  get  the  insurance 
wanted,  and  sent  a  written  statement  or  ap- 
plication to  the  defendant  company,  upon 
which,  without  other  knowledge  or  informa- 
tion as  to  the  risk,  the  policy  was  issued. 
Held,  that  C,  G.  &  Co.  were  the  agents  of 
plaintiff,  and  not  of  the  company. 

MISREX'KESENTATIOXS. 

The  statement  or  application  thus  for- 
warded, upon  which  only  the  risk  was  ac- 
cepted and  the  policy  issued,  contained  repi-e- 
sentations  that  the  building  in  which  the 
insui'ed  property  was  located  was  •■fully 
equipped  with  sprinklers,"  and  that  "all  com- 
panies represented  in  Chicago  have  full  lines 
on  building  or  some  tenant,"'  when  in  fact  the 
building  never  was,  then  or  subsequently, 
equipped  with  sprinklers,  and  risks  upon  or 
in  said  building  were  practically  uninsurable 
by  companies  doing  business  in  Chicago. 
Held,  that  such  misrepresentations  affected 
not  only  the  building  itself,  but  the  "condi- 
tion'' of  the  property  insured  in  it,  and.  being 
shown  to  be  material,  under  the  terms  of  the 
policy,  avoided  defendant's  liability  on  its 
policy. 

*  *  * 

MUTUAL  FIRE. 

Seamans  v.  Millers'  Mut.  Ins.  Co.,  Wis.  S.  C,  63 

y.   IT'.  R.  1059. 

LIABILITV. 

.Samb.  &  B.  Ann.  St.  §  ig^ic,  provides  that 
all  persons  insured  in  a  millers'  mutual  insur- 


ance company  shall  give  their  obligation  to 
pay  such  company  their  pro  rata  of  the 
necessary  expenses  and  losses.  Held  that 
the  directors,  in  winding  up  the  affairs  of 
said  company,  could  not  release  members  from 
further  liability  by  surrendering  the  premium 
notes  on  the  payment  of  an  assessment  which 
was  insufficient  to  meet  existing  claims,  and 
the  court  had  power,  at  the  instance  of  the 
creditors,  to  order  another  assessment. 

Samb.  &,  B.  Ann.  St.  §  i94if,  relating  to 
millers'  and  manufacturei-s'  mutual  insurance 
companies,  provides  that  a  member  may 
withdraw  by  giving  notice  in  writing,  and 
paying  all  dues  and  his  ratable  share  of  all 
losses  up  to  the  date  of  his  withdrawal.  Held 
that  the  payment  of  an  assessment  levied  by 
the  directors,  in  winding  up  the  affairs  of  the 
company,  which  was  insufficient  to  meet  all 
claims,  and  the  surrender  of  the  premium 
note,  did  not  relieve  a  member  from  further 
liability. 

The  act  of  the  directors  of  a,  millers'  mutual 
insurance  company,  in  deciding  to  cease  bus- 
iness, and  levying  an  assessment  on  members 
to  meet  outstanding  claims,  does  not  annul 
the  policy,  within  the  meaning  of  Samb.  &  B. 
Ann.  St.  §  I94if,  providing  that  they  shall 
have  power  to  annul  the  policy  by  giving 
notice  to  the  holder  thereof,  and  paying  any 
sum  which  may  be  due  from  the  company  to 
such  member. 

An  assessment  on  members  of  a  millers' 
mutual  insurance  company,  in  winding  up  its 
affairs,  may  be  made  to  include  the  expenses 
of  the  receivership,  and  may  be  made  large 
enough  in  amount  to  cover  shrinkage  and  loss 
by  uncollectible  assessments. 

The  right  of  a  receiver  of  a  millers'  mutual 
insurance  company   to   make   an    assessment 
cannot  be  questioned  when  the  order  appoint- 
ing him  has  not  been  appealed  from. 
*  *  * 
LIFE. 

Reed  v.  Painte};  Mo.  S.  C,  31  S.  W.  R.  919. 

IXSl'UAXCE   OX    HUSBAXD'S     life — JOINT     KIGUTSS 
OF  WIFE  AND   CHILDREN. 

Gen.  St.  1S65C,  115,  §  15,  provides  that  a 
married  woman  may  cause  her  husband's  life 
to  be  insured  for  her  sole  use,  and  that  the 
insurance  shall  be  payable  to  her  for  her  own 
use.  Section  18  provides  that,  where  a  policy 
is  expressed  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  any 
married  woman,  it  shall  inure  to  her  sepa- 
rate use  and  benefit,  and  that  of  her  children. 
Held,  that  a  policy  of  insurance  procured  by  a 
married  woman  on  her  husband's  life,   and 
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payable  to  her  or  her  legal  i-epresentatives, 

inured  to  the  separate  use  and  benefit  of   the 

assured  and  her  children  jointly. 

o        o 
o 

MuUiaX   Life   lux.   Co.  v.  Simpxoii.  Trjc.  S.  C.  31 

.S'.  ir.  n.  501. 

FALSE   STATEMENTS    IX    Al'I'LK'ATlOX. 

A  false  answer  by  an  applicant  for  insurance 
to  a  question,  constituting  a  warranty,  as  to 
whether  he  ever  had  any  of  certain  enum- 
erated diseases  and  ailments  will  constitute  a 
breach  of  the  contract,  though  such  disease  or 
ailment  is  not  material  to  the  risk,  unless  the 
same  was  not  inherent  but  temporary,  and 
due  to  extraordinary  and  exceptional  outside 
causes,  such  as  excessive  work  or  heat. 


jxDrsrnjAL  life. 

Proppe.  II.  Me.trtipiilUnn  Life  Ins.  Co.  N.  Y.  City 
C.  P.,  34  N.  r.  Supp.  172. 

BREACU   OF   CONDITION. 

In  an  action  on  a  life  policy,  the  defense  was 
breach  of  condition  in  falsely  representing 
that  insured  had  never  suffered  from  certain 
diseases.  The  physician's  certificate  in  the 
proofs  of  death  stated  that  deceased  was 
afflicted  with  heart  disease,  and  had  been  ill 
for  about  one  year  when  the  physician  was 
called  to  attend  him.  Held,  that  the  infer- 
ence from  such  statements  was  that  insured 
died  of  heart  disease,  and  that  he  had  been 
afflicted  with  it  for  a  year  before  his  death. 

TESTIMONY    OF    PHYSICIAN. 

Where  the  beneficiary  in  a  life  policy  sub- 
mits the  certificate  of  the  attending  physic- 
ian, with  proofs  of  death,  she  cannot  after- 
wards, in  an  action  on  the  policy,  object   that 
the    physician's    statements    are    privileged, 
and  therefore  did  not  bind  her. 
*  *  * 
ACVIDEXr. 
RnhinxDn  v.  U.  S.  Mat.  Acci.  -4.s.s'ji  V.   >?.   C.  r.. 
Mo.,  es  F.  R.  82.5. 

MIRDER    AN    ACCIDENT. 

A  company  issued  to  one  M.  a  policy  insur- 
ing him  against  injury  or  death,  effected 
through  external,  violent,  and  accidental 
means,  but  not  covering  death  resulting  from 
duelling  or  fighting,  or  happening  while  or  in 
consequence  of  violating  the  law.  M.  was 
shot  by  one  C,  while  engaged  in  an  alterca- 
tion, M.  being  at  the  time  unarmed.  Held, 
that  M. 's  death  was  accidental,  and  the  com- 
pany was  liable  upon  the  policy. 


INSIKABI.E    INTEREST. 

Where  one  effects  an  insurance  upon  his 
own  life,  and,  in  the  policy,  designates  an- 
other as  the  payee,  the  latter  may  maintain 
an  action  on  the  policy,  without  showing  an 
insurable  interest. 

The  beneficiary  named  in  a  policy  on  the 
life  of  another  has  no  such  vested  or  perma- 
nent interest  in  the  policy  as  to  prevent  the 
assured,  with  the  assent  of  the  company,  sub- 
stituting a  new  beneflciarv. 


Amcr.  Emplnyer.'^'  L.  Inn.  C(i.    v.   Barr,  U.  S.  C. 
r.  A.,  SS  F.  R.  S73. 

EXIll.MATION. 

A  policy  provided  that  the  company's  medi- 
cal adviser  might  examine  the  body  of  the  in- 
sured at  any  time.  No  request  was  made  for 
an  examination  till  some  weeks  after  the  in- 
sured's burial,  when  a  request  was  made,  not 
to  the  beneficiary,  but  to  decedent's  widow, 
and  was  refused.  Held,  no  defense  to  an  ac- 
tion by  the  beneficiai-y. 

INSURABLE   INTEREST   NOT   NEEDED. 

C.  took  out  a  policy  on  his  own  life,  paying 
the  premium  thereon,  the  benefits  of  -which 
were  payable  to  himself,  unless  he  sustained 
an  accident  which  resulted  fatally,  in  which 
event  the  sum  due  on  the  policy  was  directed 
to  be  paid  to  B.,  the  nephew  of  the  insured. 
In  an  action  by  B. ,  C.  having  sustained  an  in- 
jury which  resulted  in  death,  held,  that  B. 
need  not  alle.ge  or  prove  an  insurable  interest 
in  the  life  of  C. 


Distinction  Between  Warranty  and  Representation 
In  the  matter  of  insurance  there  is  a  marked 
distinction  between  a  wai'ranty  and  a  repre- 
sentation ;  the  latter  constituting  part  of  the 
proposal  for  insurance,  and  the  former  part  of 
the  contract  of  insurance.  As  a  general  rule, 
it  lias  been  laid  down  that  a  warranty  must 
be  apart  and  parcel  of  the  contract  of  insur- 
ance, so  as  to  appear  upon  the  face  of  the  pol- 
icy itself,  as  in  the  nature  of  a  condition  prec- 
edent. It  must  be  strictly  complied  with  or 
literally  fulfilled  before  the  insured  is  en- 
titled to  recover  on  the  jiolicy.  The  warranty 
need  not  be  material  to  the  risk,  because  it  is 
of  itself  an  implied  agreement  that  the  rep- 
resentations warranted  are  material. 

A  representation  is  not,  necessarily,  a  part 
of  the  contract  of  insurance,  nor  is  it  of  its 
essence;  but  it  is  rather  something  collateral 
or  preliminary,  and  in  the  nature  of  an  induce- 
ment   to   it.     It   should,    ordinarilv,    bv   some 
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phraseology  of  the  policy,  be  made  part  there- 
of. 

A  false  representatiou,  unlike  a  false  war- 
ranty, will  not  operate  to  vitiate  the  contract 
or  avoid  the  policy,  unless  it  relates  to  a  fact 
actually  material,  or  clearly  intended  to  be 
made  material  by  the  agreement  of  the 
parties.— 17  S.  R.  853. 


Life  Insurance  Sayings. 

The  National  Life  Insurance  Co.  of  Vermont 
has  issued  an  attractive  little  hand-book  of 
"Sayings,"  by  James  T.  Phelps.  Whether 
this  book  is  for  sale  or  is  presented  only  to  the 
agents  of  the  company  we  know  not.  When 
the  reader  sees  the  following  extracts  he  will 
want  a  copj-  of  the  book.  Mr.  Phelps  entered 
the  service  of  the  National  Life,  in  his  father's 
office  in  Boston,  in  1857.  He  is  now  insuring, 
he  says,  the  grand-children  of  his  first  pa- 
trons : 

Will  your  widow  ilress  as  well  as  your  wife 
does? 

It  is  poor  manners  to  be  impolite  to  a  life 
insurance  agent. 

Life  insurance  is  the  organized  love  of  men 
for  their  families. 

Life  insurance  is  an  endless  belt  which 
brings  back  all  you  put  on  it. 

Life  insurance  is  delightful  meditation  on 
what  we  have  done  for  others. 

The  wives  of  those  who  rveglect  insurance 
should  insure  or  learn  a  trade. 

A  self-made  man  must  have  a  poor  opinion 
of  the  job,  if  he  neglects  or  refuses  to  "in- 
sure it." 

Putting  oft  insurance  is  like  waiting  for  a 
rising  river  to  run  by.  The  longer  you  wait, 
the  smaller  becomes  the  opportunity  to  cross. 

He  is  a  bigot  who  will  not  insure ;  he  is  to 
be  pitied  who  can  not  insure ;  he  is  a  coward 
who,  having  given  hostages  to  fortune,  does 
not  insure. 

Bishop  Bi'ooks  once  said  that  he  knew  of  no 
man  who  ought  not  to  have  his  life  insured,  ex- 
cept it  be,  perhaps,  "The  W^andering  Jew." 
Even  he  should  provide  for  his  own  old  age. 


Th.^t  Pamois  Ex.\minatiox. — The  "Seven 
States  Examination"  of  the  New  York  Life 
Insurance  Company,  completed  in  November 
last,  has  set  a  precedent  for  such  examina- 
tions, and  the  published  report  thereof,  while 
showing  the  company  to  be  absolutely  sound, 
possessing  a  large  surplus,  well  managed  and 
progressive,  did  not  spare  criticism  where  it 


seemed  to  be  needed,  and  such  criticism  has 
been  acted  upon  by  the  able  president  of  the 
company  with  excellent  results.  The  exami- 
nation went  really  much  further,  for  that  re- 
port has  been  used  as  a  text  by  other  life  in- 
surance companies  for  the  purpose  of  adjust- 
ing their  relations  to  the  public  and  to  their 
policyholders  in  consonance  with  the  plain 
demands  for  a  better  and  more  conservative 
administration  of  trusts  confided  to  their  care. 
Illinois  Ins.  Report. 

Influences  Prejudicial  to  Fire  Insurance  Inter- 
ests. 

Prom  a  Paper  by  T.  D.inforth  Bg.ardman.  of 
Insurance  Clerks'  Association  of  San 
Francisco.  Selected  by  F.  U.  A.  P.  Com- 
mittee. 
The  business  of  iire  insui'ance  is  one  which 
is  peculiarly  beset  with  Influences  and  con- 
ditions prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  him  who 
undertakes  to  travel  over  its  thorny  path ; 
influences  working  strongly  in  opposition  to 
the  natural  tendency  of  intelligent  man  to 
improve  and  elevate  his  profession ;  conditions 
tending  ever  to  increase  the  obstacles,  the 
pit-falls  in  his  way,  and  make  traveling  at 
times  difficult  and  dangerous.  The  mere 
chances  of  profit  or  loss,  common  to  nearly  all 
vocations,  are  not  here  referred  to.  *  *  * 
Common  sense  and  business  judgment  should 
prompt  an  underwriter  to  decline,  for  instance, 
to  issue  a  blanket  policy,  or  to  grant  permis- 
sion for  a  mill  to  shut  down  for  an  unlimited 
period,  and  without  a  watchman.  But  that 
business  judgment,  unaided  by  ironclad  rules, 
does  not  operate  to  a  sufficient  extent  to  pi'e- 
vent  companies  from  writing  policies  in  a 
loose  and  ill-advised  manner,  is  amply  evi- 
denced ;  for  example,  by  the  large  numbers  of 
dangerous  mortgage  clauses  originated  by  loan 
and  investment  companies  and  other  money 
lenders,  and  accepted  by  insurance  companies, 
and  by  which  the  rights  of  the  latter  are  sub- 
ordinated to  the  pleasure  of  the  former.  Every 
insurance  man  knows  the  value  of  the  con- 
tribution and  cancellation  features  of  the 
mortgage  clause,  and  that  they  were  included 
because  it  had  been  the  experience  of  insur- 
ance companies  that  such  protective  measures 
were  sometimes  found  a  vital  necessity ;  and 
yet  how  often  both  of  these  features  are  lack- 
ing in  the  printed  forms  reported  to  the  com- 
panies. Some  mortgage  clauses  give  the 
mortgagee  thirty  days'  grace  after  notice  of 
cancellation.  The  fact  that  such  clauses  are 
printed  is  proof  positive  that  mortgagees  ex- 
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perience  but  little  difficulty  in  securing  insur- 
ance under  the  conditions  imposed  therein, 
the  companies  being  unwilling  to  make  a 
united  stand  against  this  growing  evil. 

In  like  manner  the  open  insurance  evil  has 
in  late  j-ears  assumed  greater  proiwrtions. 
Policies  in  which  the  amount  of  other  insur- 
ance is  limited  are  the  exception.  In  these 
hard  times,  when  the  moral  hazard  is  greatly 
developed,  and  especially  in  sections  where 
incendiarism  is  of  frequent  occurrence,  a  limit 
of  insurance  according  to  value  would  protect 
the  companies  against  many  an  ugly  loss. 

Correction  of  such  methods  must  be  made 
by  educating  the  local  agent,  and  this  can  be 
most  readily  done  by  the  special.  It  is  not 
sufficient  to  call  his  attention  to  the  proper 
method ;  he  should  be  made  to  understand  the 
reason,  and  to  see  that  when  the  manager 
writes  him  to  answer  the  questions  printed  on 
the  daily  report  form,  or  to  state  exactly  the 
amount  of  other  insurance,  he  is  not  over- 
crowding the  business  with  an  unnecessary 
amount  of  red  tape  and  detail,  with  the  sole 
purpose  of  harassing  the  agent  and  making 
life  a  burden  to  him,  but  is  endeavoring  to 
secure  information  absolutely  necessary  in 
order  to  form  an  intelligent  estimate  of  the 
adequacy  of  the  rate,  and  the  desirability 
generally  of  the  risk.  The  field  of  observation 
of  the  local  agent  is  too  limited  to  expect  him 
to  appreciate  the  importance  of  many  of  these 
details,  without  his  being  educated  up  to  it. 

But,  adopting  a  course  of  argument  contrary 
to  custom,  having  investigated  the  effects  of 
certain  influences,  the  questions  arise,  what 
are  the  causes  of  all  these  evils;  and  why,  in 
a  profession  in  which  is  found  so  much  intelli- 
gence, are  they  not  stamped  ■  out ;  Unques- 
tionably, competition  is  mainly  resiwusible, 
the  agent  or  manager  being  often  willing  not 
only  to  divide  the  premium,  but  also  to  sacri- 
fice some  old  established  safeguards  of  con- 
servative underwriting  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
man  with  a  risk  to  place.  And  these  irregu- 
larities of  the  business  will  never  be  stamped 
out,  until  such  time  as  the  companies  will 
make  a  uniicil  and  flrm  stand  against  them. 

Probably  in  no  business  is  competition 
naturally  so  unlimited,  so  free,  as  in  fire  in- 
surance, because  where  the  conditions  are  so 
multitudinous,  so  ever-varying,  no  man  can 
positively  quote  the  cost  of  the  commodity  he 
is  selling.  When  the  phases  of  the  business 
are  different  in  every  town,  according  to  the 
class  of  the  population,  construction  of  the 
buildings,  adequacy  of  fire  protection,  pros- 
perity,   resources,    climate    and    topography, 


different  in  every  class  of  risk,,  according  to 
tlie  hazard  of  processes  carried  on,  of  com- 
bustibility, inflammability  and  susceptibility 
to  damage  of  various  stocks  and  properties, 
varj'iug  at  different  periods  with  the  introduc- 
tion of  new  hazards  developed  by  scientific 
discoveries  and  inventions,  with  the  rise  and 
fall  of  market  values  and  the  briskness  or  dull- 
ness of  the  times,  changing  with  the  assured, 
according  to  his  moral  reliability,  his  careful- 
ness, and  even  his  bump  of  order — where  the 
business  is  capable  of  such  an  evei'-varying, 
kaleidoscopic  combination  of  conditions,  so  that 
the  experiences  of  no  two  companies  and  of  no 
two  periods  agree,  what  man  can  draw  the 
line  which  divides  profit  from  loss;  What 
man  can  say :  "  Below  this  point  that  risk  can 
not  be  written  with  profit  to  the  company  ;" 
Therefore,  in  a  business,  the  varying  con- 
ditions of  which  render  the  probability  of 
profit  or  of  loss  so  great  an  uncertainty,  what 
wonder  is  there  that  one  competitor  in  the 
race  for  business  will  undei-bid  another  in 
rate,  or  in  the  matter  of  safe  construction  of 
the  policy.  As  before  stated,  united  action  on 
the  part  of  all  the  companies  is  probably  the 
only  effectual  remedy. 

It  is  capable  of  proof  that  the  mainte- 
nance of  adequate  rates  is  as  important  to 
the  public's  interest  as  to  that  of  the  com- 
panies. The  credit  of  the  merchant,  the  se- 
curity of  the  money-lender,  the  safety  of  the 
propei'ty-holder,  depend  on  the  maintenance  of 
fire  insurance  rates  on  a  profitable  basis,  and 
that  they  are  not  kept  too  high  is  amply 
demonstrated  by  the  resulting  figures.  They 
pass  laws  for  mutual  insurance  companies, 
thus  sowing  the  seed  for  the  growth  of  what 
has  often  proved  a  source  of  great  loss  to  the 
insuring  public. 

But,  again  turning  from  effect  to  cause,  why 
are  insurance  companies  selected  as  the  ob- 
jects against  which  are  directed  the  shafts 
of  popular  prejudice ;  And  is  such  antagonism 
merited  ;  Undoubtedly  a  prominent  factor  in 
the  feeling  against  insurance  companies  is  the 
very  general  aversion  to  moneyed  corpora- 
tions; and  this  influence  is  reinforced  by  a 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  public  toundei-stand 
the  many  peculiar  features  of  the  business, 
and  by  their  overlooking  the  fact  that  most 
companies  carry  on  a  business  similar  to  bank- 
ing institutions,  by  investing  their  assets  in 
interest-bearing  securities.  How  often  you 
have  to  explain  to  the  man  at  your  counter 
that  there  are  other  sources  of  revenue  from 
which  your  company  draws,  in  order  to  pay 
dividends  to  stockholders,  besides  the  three- 
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year  premium  which  he  pays  on  his  cottaj^e  I 
He  has  an  uncontrollable  antipathy  to  divi- 
dends I  he  is  not,  himself,  a  stockholder). 

Nearly  every  policyholder  considers  his  rate 
too  high:  he  can  not  see  how  his  property 
can  possibly  burn :  he  is  a  very  careful  man. 
his  establishment  is  the  best  constructed  and 
protected  in  town,  and  he  has  never  had  a  fire 
in  all  these  years.  The  company  could  well 
have  afforded  to  insure  him  for  the  bare  ex- 
pense, for  they  have  never  been  called  upon 
to  pay  him  a  loss.  He  forgets  that  in  insur- 
ance the  many  must  pay  for  the  few,  and  can 
only  see  that  the  company  is  paying  big  divi- 
dends, and  that  his  rate  is  higher  than  some 
other  fellow's,  back  East.  The  originators  of 
the  Universal  Mercantile  Schedule  believe 
that  the  adoption  of  that  system  of  rating 
would  greatly  lessen  the  antagonistic  feeling 
toward  insurance  companies  engendered  by 
the  discontent  of  policyholders  with  the  rates 
charged  them.  There  can  be  but  little  doubt 
that  this  beneficial  result  would  follow  an 
application  of  the  schedule,  as  it  would  enable 
a  company  to  demonstrate  to  the  applicant  for 
insui-ance  that  his  rate  was  made  on  strictly 
scientific  and  equitable  principles,  each  defect 
being  charged  for,  and  credit  being  given  for 
each  safeguard,  each  feature  calculated  to  re- 
duce the  fire  hazard. 

The  application  of  the  co-insurance  clause 
has  produced  much  hostility"  toward  the  com- 
panies, especially  in  some  of  the  Eastern 
states,  where  it  has  been  more  generally 
used  than  here.  No  man  likes  to  be  coerced 
into  carrying  a  certain  amount  of  insurance, 
in  order  to  reap  the  full  benefit  of  his  policies 
in  event  of  partial  loss.  The  Universal  Mer- 
cantile Schedule  is  calculated  also  to  overcome 
this  source  of  friction,  by  formulating  its 
rates  on  a  basis  of  50  per  cent,  of  insurance 
value,  deducting  from  this  according  to  scale 
for  greater  insurance,  and  similarly  adding 
for  smaller  insurance,  thus  allowing  the  appli- 
cant to  choose  his  rate,  according  to  the 
wholesale  and  retail  system  of  mercantile  bus- 
iness. Perhaps  even  a  better  method  is  the 
one  advocated  by  some  underwriters,  of  com- 
mencing with  a  maximum  rate  for  policies  with 
no  co-insurance  clause,  and  deducting  from 
this  according  to  a  scale  for  each  5  per  cent, 
additional  insurance  guaranteed,  commencing 
with  55  and  extending  to  80  per  cent.,  thus 
avoiding  the  necessity  in  risks  on  which  is 
carried  less  than  50  per  cent,  insurance  to 
value,  of  adding  to  the  rate,  a  proceeding 
which  generally  causes  friction. 


Unwholesome  practices  and  conditions  are 
felt  and  understood  by  all  engaged  in  the  pro- 
fession :  they  discuss  and  write  upon  them, 
appoint  committees  to  investigate  them,  pass 
resolutions  condemning  them,  and  forthwith 
underbid  each  other  in  these  very  matters,  in 
order  to  obtain  a  risk.  The  only  remedy  for 
this  condition  of  affairs  is  uniim.  and  an  Jiunest 
uniitn.  When  insurance  companies  can  main- 
tain a  united  front,  the  evil  methods  of  the 
business  can  be  one  bv  one  overcome. 


SnperTision  tliat  Does  Not  Supervise. 

State  supervision,  or  the  value  of  it,  re- 
ceived a  rude  shock  when  the  State  Invest- 
ment bu'sted  :  and  another  shock  when  it  was 
discovered  that  the  former  management  of  the 
American  of  New  York  made  false  returns  to 
the  insurance  superintendents.  The  Ameri- 
can's capital  was  impaired  over  58  per  cent,  on 
Jan.  I,  1895.  but  a  suiijlus  of  *i54,ooo  was  re- 
ported, and  a  dividend  of  5  per  cent,  was  de- 
clared. The  losses  outstanding  were  ^5.^,000 
more  than  reported,  and  the  unearned  prem- 
ium fund  nearly  S2oo,ooo  more.  We  wonder  if 
the  example  of  the  State  Investment  was  not 
in  some  degree  responsible  for  the  false  re- 
ports of  the  American's  officers.  The  Amer- 
ican's capital  was  also  impaired  10  per  cent. 
January  i,  1894,  when  .5138.000  net  surplus  was 
reported.  The  dishonest  management,  like 
that  of  the  State  Investment,  gambled  on  the 
next  year's  business  and  lost,  and  again  took 
desperate  chances,  with  manipulated  figures, 
and  lost,  the  impairment  increasing  from  10  to 
58  per  cent.  The  stockholders  were  beguiled 
with  dividends  paid  out  of  the  capital.  Over- 
drafts kept  the  company  on  its  feet,  and  these 
overdrafts  were  extinguished  by  keeping  the 
books  open  until  January  8,  this  year,  to  enter 
in  the  1894  statement  a  premium  of  •*48. 125  re- 
ceived from  the  Sea.  on  account  of  a  reinsur- 
ance dating  from  January  7,  the  day  before. 
The  New  York  company  was  not  authorized  to 
do  a  marine  business,  either.  Happily,  there 
has  been  a  change.  The  old  management  hur- 
riedly resigned,  a  new  management  is  in 
charge,  and  the  stockholders  have  created  a 
genuine  surplus,  and  there  is  reason  to  hope 
for  a  happy  outcome.  Whether  state  super- 
vision could  have  prevented  these  sharp  prac- 
tices of  the  former  management  or  not  can  not 
affect  the  opening  statement  of  this  article. 
State  supervision  is  the  sufferer. 


An  enterprising  Boston  daily  has  discov- 
ered that  "the  only  woman  insurance  broker 
in  the  world"  lives  in  Boston. 
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Life  Insorance  Tliroa^h  Official  Spectacles. 

Extracts  fhom  State  Insurance  Commission- 
ers' Reports. 

In  my  opiniou  all  companies  should  submit 
to  an  examination  at  least  every  three  years 
Theron  P.  Giddiugs. 

Favors  Paternal  Legislation. 

The  enormous  commissions  paid  by  the 
larger  companies  is  a  menace  to  the  prosper- 
ity of  smaller  but  perfectly  sound  companies, 
whose  managers  are  not  possessed  of  such  an 
overweening  personal  ambition.  The  general 
public  is  interested  in  competition  along  safe 
lines,  and  to  secure  this,  measui'es  should  be 
taken  by  the  legislature  that  would  insure 
the  safety  and  prosperity  of  all  companies, 
but.  which  would  at  the  same  time  secure  the 
the  people  against  the  evil  effects  of  an  im- 
proper use  of  their  own  money. — M.  R.  Hig- 
gins,  Cal. 

Warfare  of  Ink  Bottles. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  truthfully  said  that 
the  past  year  has  witnessed  a  decided  ad- 
vance for  the  better  in  life  insurance  intei'- 
ests.  Needed  reforms  have  been  inaugurated 
and  a  more  wise  and  conservative  manage- 
ment has  been  the  rule  rather  than  the  ex- 
ception. It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  however, 
that  the  millennium  has  as  yet  arrived,  and 
it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  amenities 
that  should  exist  between  the  managers  of 
the  several  companies  in  their  relations  with 
each  other  are  sometimes  tinged  by  ambition 
or  jealousy,  pi-oducing  an  eczema  in  insurance 
journals  that  sulphur  will  not  cure.  Would  it 
not  be  better  for  all  concerned  if  the  energy 
wasted  in  the  warfare  of  ink  bottles  could  be 
devoted  solely  to  the  interests  of  their  sev- 
eral companies. — Supt.  Durfee,  111.  Ins.  Dept. 

Tb.e  "New  Business  Blank." 
Among  other  things  sought  to  be  effected 
by  this  blank  was  the  showing  in  the  annual 
statement  of  the  companies  of  the  expense  of 
new  business.  The  blank  calls  for  this  in- 
formation. Of  the  thirty-four  mutual  life  in- 
surance companies  doing  business  in  Missouri 
to  whom  I  sent  this  new  blank,  a  bare  major- 
ty  conformed  to  its  requirements  in  respect 
of  the  expense  of  new  business.  Some  of  the 
companies  who  were  loudest  in  the  demand 
for  a  new  blank  and  a  truthful  showing  in  the 
annual  statements,  are  among  those  who 
ignored  its  requirements  respecting  the  cost 
of  new  business,  and  drojiped  back  to  the  old 
makeshift  of  stating  an  average  loading  of 
cost  is  between  seventy-five  and  one  hundred 


cost  is  between  seventy-five  and  one  hundred 
per  cent.  This  is  wrong.— Supt.  J.  R.  Wad- 
dill.  Mo. 

The  Professional  Liar. 

But  the  liar  is  still  abroad  in  the  land.  He 
was  here  long  before,  and  has  continued  in 
great  foive  since  the  demise  of  Ananias,  and 
perhaps  will  be  with  us  until  the  end.  And 
for  this  reason,  strong,  honest  life  insurance 
chiefs  seem  to  be  afraid  to  tell  the  whole 
ti'Uth  of  the  business  of  their  companies,  and 
make  a  full,  frank  showing  of  the  facts,  be- 
cause these  handy  jugglers,  these  black 
flagged  and  skull  and  crossboned  genti-y,  lay 
their  piratical  hands  upon  honest  figures  and 
statements  and  distort  and  misrepresent 
them  to  such  an  extent  that  the  uninitiated, 
which  embraces  85  per  cent,  of  the  people,  are 
made  to  believe  a  lie,  and  that  an  honest  and 
creditable  statement,  showing  a  prosperous 
condition  and  good  strong  management,  is 
the  reverse  of  all  this,  and  an  evidence  of  ap- 
proaching insolvency  and  general  insecurity 
to  ijolicyholders.  But  recently — indeed,  since 
the  filing  of  the  statement  for  this  report  by 
a  company  which  honestly  stated  its  cost  of 
collection  on  new  business  at  70  per  cent. — 
some  of  this  crew  of  insurance  free  hooters, 
representing  it  is  true  good  companies,  which 
paid  an  equal,  if  not  a  larger,  per  cent,  for 
the  same  purpose,  but  whose  statements  dis- 
guised it  under  the  hackneyed  20  per  cent, 
average  loading,  and  by  a  mystification  of 
figures,  used  this  honest  statement  of  70  per 
cent,  for  collection  by  a  competitor  as  show- 
ing an  unsafe  business  and  extravagant  man- 
agement. Such  practices  on  the  part  of 
agents  and  officials  bring  reproach  upon  an 
honorable  and  beneficent  bu.siness  and  should 
be  denounced  by  all  upright  insurance  men. — 
Supt.  Waddill,  Mo. 

Valuation  of  Assets. 
It  occurs  to  me  that  there  ought  to  be  some 
"legal  basis"  or  a  basis  agreed  upon  by  the 
several  states  as  to  how  assets  should  be  val- 
ued, as  the  companies  themselves  seem  to 
have  peculiar  ideas  upon  this  subject,  many 
companies  claiming  values  in  their  statements 
for  some  of  their  assets  actually  far  in  excess 
of  their  true  intrinsic  value,  such  excessive 
valuation  no  doubt  having  been  found  neces- 
sary to  fill  up  the  gap  which  excessive  expend- 
iture has  caused.  One  has  only  to  turn  to  the 
stock  and  bond  list  of  several  companies,  and 
there  will  be  found  therein  precisely  the 
same  securities  included  in  different  com- 
panies' statements  at  entirely  different  mar- 


Tue  Coast  /{eview. 


383 


ket  values.  The  evil  as  regards  valuation  of 
stocks  and  bonds,  is  not  as  great  as  it  is  in 
real  estate  values.  Until  an  actual  sale  is 
effected  the  value  of  real  estate  is  more  or 
less  problematical,  dependiug  entirely  upon 
the  individual  view  of  the  persons  who  make 
the  valuations.  In  a  life  company  the  value 
of  assets  should  be  measured  very  differently 
from  the  value  of  assets  belonging  to  a  bank, 
trust  company  or  other  financial  institution, 
for  the  reason  that  the  contracts  of  the  former 
are  based  on  the  absolute  necessity  of  being 
able  to  earn  a  stated  net  interest  per  annum 
for  the  next  ten.  fifteen,  twenty,  or  perhaps 
longer  years,  whereas  the  contracts  of  the 
three  latter  are  not  contracts  as  for  the  fu- 
ture, but  only  contracts  for  the  present,  and 
the  rate  of  interest  which  they  guarantee  can 
be  changed  at  will;  therefore  I  assume  that 
for  the  purpose  of  life  insurance  companies, 
the  maximum  basis  of  valuation  of  each  asset 
should  be  the  annual  interest  earning  re- 
ceived from  each,  and  not  the  speculative,  or 
more  or  less  imaginary  value,  which  may  be 
.  placed  upon  assets  apart  from  the  interest 
earning  feature;  therefore,  so  long  as  the 
policy  reinsurance  reserve  is  required  to  be 
figured  at  a  certain  rate  of  interest,  the  max- 
imum basis  valuation  of  each  individual  asset 
should  be  ou  a  similar  interest  earning  rate. — 
T.  F.  Giddings.  Mich. 


Proposed  Three  Per  Cent.  Life  Insurance  Reserve. 

Should  it  in  the  future  be  found  necessary 
to  raise  the  standard  of  the  reserve,  it  might 
be  desirable,  while  placing  all  new  business 
after  a  given  date  upon,  say  a  3  percent,  basis, 
to  then  require  the  old  business  of  the  com- 
panies to  be  brought  up  to  that  standard  by 
tenths  of  a  percent,  annually;  that  is  to  say, 
in  the  year  upon  which  a  3  per  cent,  basis 
should  be  established  for  new  business,  the 
old  business  to  be  increased  to  3.90  per  cent., 
the  following  year  to  be  brought  up  to  3.80  per 
cent.,  and  thus  in  a  period  of  ten  years  the 
entire  business,  without  violation  of  the 
methods  of  finances  of  the  companies,  could  be 
established  upon  a  higher  reserve.  In  truth, 
the  amount  of  the  old  business  which  would 
terminate  during  each  one  of  the  ten  years  of 
such  a  period  would  pretty  nearly,  if  not  alto- 
gether and  absolutely,  take  care  of  the  annual 
one-tenth  per  cent,  increase  In  the  reserve. 
Or  if  desirable  to  avoid  a  reconstruction  of 
tables,  the  same  result  might  practically  be 
reached  by  adding  to  the  total  reserve  i  per 
cent,  or  less  per  year;  not,  however,  to  exceed 


a  3  per  cent,  valuation  on  the  entire  business. 
— Massachusetts  Ins.  Report. 

Throughout  the  consideration  of  this  ques- 
tion it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  is  for 
the  future  that  the  companies  must  now  pro- 
vide, and  that  the  contracts  which  they  issue 
will  in  many  cases  run  from  thirty  to  fifty 
and  even  seventy  years.  Such  a  change 
should  come  gradually  and  be  made  as  little 
burdensome  as  possible.  It  seems  to  me  con- 
ducive to  the  real  interest  of  the  ixilicyhold- 
ers.  It  will  enable  companies  to  make  a  more 
careful  investment  of  their  assets,  looking  to 
security  and  not  high  rates  of  interest,  and 
absolutely  good  securities  are  the  only  ones 
in  which  insurance  companies  should  invest. 
It  will  at  the  same  time  enlarge  the  field  for 
better  securities.  It  will  tend  to  curtail  the 
present  enormous  expenditure  in  the  acquisi- 
tion of  new  business.  It  provides  for  that 
which  must  inevitably  come,  a  slow  reduction 
in  the  rates  of  interest  which  good  securities 
are  capable  of  earning.  The  ratio  of  the 
bonds  and  stocks  held  by  our  life  insurance 
companies  to  total  assets  has  increased  from 
less  than  twenty-seven  to  nearly  thirty-nine 
in  ten  years.  This  increase  has  been  con- 
stant and  rapid.  Evei-yone  knows  how  ma- 
terially the  rate  of  interest  on  stocks  and 
bonds  has  decreased  within  the  last  twenty 
years,  and  how  difficult  it  is  to  realize  four 
per  cent,  upon  this  class  of  securities.  Good 
high  rate  bonds  rarely  net  the  investor  four 
per  cent,  at  the  present  market  rates. — B. 
Mansfield,  Conn. 

New  Blank  for  Level  Premium  Life  Companies. 

The  pending  revision  of  the  life  insurance 
law  of  this  state  contains  a  section  providing 
for  a  three  per  cent,  reserve  upon  all  policies 
issued  on  and  after  January  i,  1897,  but  does 
not  apply  to  the  old  business.  One  of  the 
strongest  arguments  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
change  is  the  fact  that  twenty  of  the  life 
companies  of  1893  only  averaged  4  23-100  per 
cent,  on  total  assets,  and  after  deducting  one 
half  of  one  per  cent,  for  expense  of  handling 
investments  and  risk  of  losses  and  making 
due  allowance  for  defaulted  interest  in  a  panic 
year,  the  assets  of  these  companies  were  not 
realizing  four  per  cent. —  Illinois  Insurance 
Report. 

The  new  blank  for  annual  statements  of  life 
insurance  companies,  which  the  committee  on 
blanks  of  the  National  Convention  of  Insur- 
ance Commissioners  of  1894  was  directed  by 
the  convention  to  prepare  for  the  use  of  the 
several  departments,  was  forthcoming  in  due 


^^84 


Thg  Cgast  T^eview. 


season,  and  accordingly  used  by  this  depart- 
ment. There  is  a  decided  improvement  in  the 
new  blank.  It  brings  out  the  conditions  and 
transactions  of  companies  much  more  fully  and 
clearly  than  the  old  one.  There  is  rbuch  room, 
however,  for  still  further  improvement,  es- 
pecially in  respect  to  the  reprehensible  habit 
that  some  of  the  companies  have  of  padding 
their  statements  with  mere  bookkeeping  en- 
tries, which  have  no  proper  place  in  a  state- 
ment, and  which  are  inserted  apparently  with 
the  sole  view  of  adjusting  ratios  on  a  basis 
that  will  enable  them  to  maintain  or  go  be- 
yond the  standard  of  their  rivals. 

The  new  blank  was  intended  to  be  used  for 
1894  statements  only,  the  understanding  be- 
ing that  the  subject  was  to  be  further  con- 
sidered bj'  the  convention  to  be  held  this  year 
and  the  blank  then,  if  possible,  perfected  and 
made  complete  in  all  its  details.  It  is  not  to 
be  expected  that  a  blank  will  be  adopted  that 
will  entirely  satisfj-  everybody,  though  it  is 
hoped  that  it  will  at  least  eliminate  all  pad- 
ding from  the  accounts  and  render  the  inser- 
tion of  such  items  impossible.  — Kentucky  In- 
surance Report. 

Bond  of  Insurance  A^ent. 

The  agent  executed  a  bond,  with  personal 
security.  He  insured  certain  property,  and 
issued  a  policy,  which  the  company  refused  to 
accept.  The  company  directed  the  agent  to 
cancel  the  policy,  and  return  premium  to  the 
insured.  The  agent  promised  to  do  so,  and 
notified  the  company  that  he  had  done  so, 
which  was  not  true.  The  insured  property 
was  burned  and  the  company  was  compelled 
to  pay  the  loss.  The  bondsman  was  held  lia- 
ble for  the  loss  which  the  company  was  legally 
compelled  to  pay  the  insured.  The  agent  was 
appointed  to  represent  the  company  at  Marsh- 
field.  The  insured  property  was  situate  in 
the  adjoining  county.  It  was  held  that,  fairly 
interpreted,  the  bond  meant  that  the  agency 
of  a  man  appointed  agent  at  M.  extended  to 
its  vicinity,  and  authorized  him  to  transact 
such  insurance  business  as  would  be  reason- 
ably tributary  to  M. :  further,  that  neither 
•'vicinity"  nor  liability  of  bondsman  was  nec- 
essarily re.stricted  to  county  lines.  63  N.  W. 
R.  1029. 

The  United  States  treasury  department 
has  ruled  that  persons  sent  to  this  country 
by  foreign  insurance  companies  to  aid  in  the 
management  of  such  companies'  American 
business  come  under  the  inhibition  of  the  alien 
contract  labor  law,  and  if  they  have  not  been 
here  more  than  a  year  can  be  deported. 


Tlie  Decaying  Knights  of  Honor. 

The  Passing  of  a  Great  Order— a  Loss  of 
Over  17,000  Members  in  Three  Years. 

We  are  sure  that  every  one  must  have 
watched  the  decadence  of  the  Knights  of  Hon- 
or with  deep  regret.  Even  the  "  I-Told-You- 
So's,"  can  find  no  satisfaction  in  the  fulfill- 
ment of  their  dire  predictions.  The  scheme 
of  carrying  forward  for  all  of  the  term  of  life, 
at  the  rate  of  assessment  charges  at  the  ages 
of  entry  for  the  insurance  assumed  at  those 
ages,  was  impossible  at  the  founding  of  the 
order.  It  could  not  be  done  then,  and  it  can- 
not be  done  now.  Death  and  ai'ithmetic  for- 
bid it. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  five  years  ago, 
the  grand  dictator  in  his  report  expressed 
his  conviction  that  no  more  than  twenty-six 
assessments  would  ever  be  required  in  one 
year.  In  1893  and  1894,  thirty-two  were  re- 
quired, and  now  calls  are  being  made  at  the 
rate  of  Uxret  a  mimth.  Members  are  not  only 
dying,  but  deserting.  The  aged  and  the  dis- 
eased ai-e  dying,  and  the  healthy  deserting, 
to  insure  their  lives  either  in  a  new  society, 
or  in  an  old  line  company. 

In  1891  the  membership  of  the  Knights  of 
Honor  was  136,926.  In  three  years  and  six 
months  there  has  been  a  loss  of  17,141  mem- 
bers. As  the  burden  inercasca,  the  number 
to  bear  it  decrenscK.  "Insurance"  calls  atten- 
tion to  the  fact,  that  less  than  ten  years  ago, 
the  Knights  of  Honor  Reporter  printed  on  its 
first  page  this  declaration:  "From  the  most 
reliable  statistics  to  be  obtained,  it  is  esti- 
mated that  out  of  one  thousand  insurable 
lives,  from  eight  to  ten  will  die  annually." 
But  the  Old  Reaper  has  been  plying  his  voca- 
tion since  then,  and  now  the  Knights  of  Honor 
are  dying  at  a  rate  of  nearly  twice  ten  per 
thousand,  and  must  die  at  a  correspondingly 
increasing  ratio,  until  the  order  passes  into 
the  hands  of  a  receiver.  What  is  the  matter  J 
"Insurance"  answers. 

"It  is  twenty-two  years  old;  that  is  what 
is  the  matter  with  it.  If,  having  a  life  insur- 
ance purpose,  it  had  from  the  beginning  taken 
thought  for  the  means  of  carrying  out  that 
purpose,  its  twenty-two  years  of  experience 
would  constitute  its  chief  glory  among  frater- 
nal orders,  it  would  now  have  no  fear  of  com- 
petition. But  it  did  nothing  of  the  kind.  It 
acted  just  as  its  young  competitors  are  doing, 
boasted  of  that  which  was  due  solely  to  youth 
as  if  it  were  the  result  of  inherent  excellence. 
It  laid  aside  no  reserve.  And  now  the  cry  is 
all  of  the  necessity  for  new  blood.    But  the 
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cry  is  vain.  Vain  also  is  it  for  the  order  to 
make  a  yearly  si)eeial  assessment  for  the  ex- 
pense of  pushing  the  claims  of  the  order  upon 
the  public.  This  new  plan  was  adopted  at  the 
late  session,  and  it  is  proposed  to  spend  some 
sixty  thousand  dollars  or  more  in  this  way. 
But  it  will  not  avail.  The  new  blood  will  go 
to  the  new  orders.  The  Knights  of  Honor 
must  face  an  increasing  death  rate  with  a  de- 
creasing body  of  members.  More  will  have  to 
be  paid  and  fewer  will  be  left  to  pay  it.  The 
end,  more  or  less  delayed  by  good  fortune, 
will  surely  come:  and  that  end  is  collapse, 
failure,  dissolution.  The  moral  of  it  all  is 
that  life  insurance  without  a  reserve  is  im- 
possible." 

The  saddest  part  of  this  impending  failure, 
is  the  disappointment  it  will  bring  to  tens  of 
thousands  of  homes,  where  the  provision  to  be 
afforded  by  a  "policy''  in  the  Knights  of  Hon- 
or, has  been  depended  upon  by  the  members 
of  the  family,  when  the  bread-winner  is  gone. 
If  every  man  who  enters  an  assessment  so- 
called  life  insurance  company,  knew  what  he 
was  about,  the  harm  done  by  it  would  be  min- 
imized. If  it  is  honestly  managed,  and  you 
die  before  the  society  is  twenty  years  old. 
your  family  may  possibly  be  paid  the  amount 
of  your  certificate.  If  you  are  under  forty 
years  of  age  and  live  out  your  expectancy, 
you  will  pay  for  many  a  departed  brother,  and 
there  will  be  nothing  in  the  treasury  for  your 
own  famil^v  when  you  go  hence.  We  had  an  ex- 
perience in  one  assessment  society,  now  dead 
and  gone,  and  know  whereof  we  speak.  So 
far  as  the  so-called  ''insurance"  was  con- 
cerned, we  were  unfortunate  enough  to  sur- 
vive the  society.  This  will  be  the  experience 
of  thousands  of  Knights  of  Honor,  and  it  is  a 
pity  that  it  must  be  so. — The  Insurance  Agent. 


Fraternal  or  Benevolent  Insurance. 

Under  this  attractive  and  deceptive  title 
is  found  disguised  the  most  heartless  and 
worthless  of  all  pretenses  to  insure  against 
accident  and  death.  Through  an  unfortunate 
omission,  not  an  enactment  of  law,  these 
associations  find  legal  shield  and  gather  a 
certain  ofticial  respectability  which  makes 
them  a  real  peril,  an  unjust  and  unjustifiable 
imposition  upon  an  over-confiding  people.  In 
the  act  providing  for  assessment  life  insur- 
ance associations  is  found  an  exemption  from 
its  pi'ovisious,  that 

This  act  shall  not  apply  to  any  association  of 
religious  or  secret  societies  now  existing  under  the 
supervision  of  a  grand  or  supreme  lodge,  nor  to  any 
class  of  mechanics,  e-xpress,  telegraph  or  railroad 


employes,  formed  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  the 
members  thereof  and  their  families  exclusively. 

This  exemption  has  been  taken  advantage 
of  by  a  multitude  of  men  who  were  born 
weary,  and  reared  in  a  purpose  to  neither 
"toil  or  spin"  for  a  living.  As  "statesmen 
out  of  a  job"  suddenly  become  oracles — im- 
parting wisdom  to  the  world — the.se  "men  out 
of  meat "  blossom  suddenly  into  titled  lords  of 
benevolent  insurance,  as  "Supreme  Comman- 
der-in-chief," "Supreme  President,"  "Su- 
preme High  Master  of  Knights  of  the  Loyal 
Guard,"  "The  Supreme  Lodge  of  Ben  Hur," 
"Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Golden  Rule," 
"Grand  Master  Mogul  of  the  Hoo  Hoo,  or 
Great  Black  Calf,"  and  so  on,  to  the  end  of 
ingenuity  and  folly. 

That  these  organizations  are  without  a 
thread  of  security  to  their  willing  dupes,  in 
the  whole  warp  and  woof  of  organization  and 
purpose,  is  too  patent  to  admit  of  discussion. 
They  must  prove  to  be  as  ephemeral  in  exist- 
ence as  worthless  in  promise;  and  yet  we 
seem  to  be  the  victims  of  a  veritable  epidem- 
ic of  reckless  unreason,  and  men  and  vyomen, 
sensible  in  other  things,  court  the  disease 
and  waste  their  means  in  its  support. 

That  the  exemption  from  regulation  and 
control,  above  quoted,  was  not  intended  to 
cover  these  "supreme  humbugs,"  and  "celes- 
tial" frauds  is  api)arent ;  and  yet  there  is  no 
visible  remedy  until  the  evil  becomes  so  ex- 
pensive and  unbearable  as  to  force  legislative 
action. — Kansas  Insurance  Report. 

The  foregoing  describes  the  situation  in 
California,  where  there  is  a  similar  exemp- 
tion. 

Fire  Lloyds  are  Locusts. 

President  Durfee  of  the  twenty-sixth  Na- 
tional Convention  of  Insurance  Commissioner's 
said  last  month : 

The  situation  in  fire  insurance  the  past  ten  years 
has  not  been  one  of  unmixed  bliss  to  the  companies. 
Excessive  losses  have  led  to  an  advance  in  rates, 
and  such  advance  has  bred  a  crop  of  unreliable 
mutuals  and  Lloyds  that  can  only  be  compared  to 
the  pestiferous  scourge  of  locusts,  and  like  them 
subsisting  mostly  upon  green  things.  The  sacri- 
fice of  security  to  cheapness,  hy  the  insured,  is  a 
constant  invitation  to  those  chevaliers  of  industry, 
(born  tired,  and  who  think  the  world  owes  them  a 
living!  to  organize  and  exploit  worthless  com- 
panies, and  any  legislation  that  seeks  to  protect 
that  class  of  policyholders  (who  sacrifice  safety  to 
cheap  rates)  by  suppressing  so  called  "wild-cat 
insurance  companies,'"  is  met  with  the  cry  that  the 
individual  libert.yof  the  citizen  to  make  contracts 
is  being  abridged,  although  when  grief  overwhelms 
them  through  inability  to  collect  their  losses,  they 
are  the  first  to  fly  for  aid  to  insurance  departments. 
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Marine  Insurance  Decisions. 

F-»LirY    KXCEPTioX. 

Under  a  policy  containing  an  exception.  "  Free  of 
particular  average,  unless  the  vessel  be  *  *  *  in 
collision."  the  insurer  is  liable  for  a  loss  subse- 
quent to  the  collision,  whether  the  same  resulted 
therefrom  or  not— London  Assurance  v.  Companhia 
De  Moagens  Do  Barreiro  (C.  C.  A.)  6S  F.  247. 

Cnder  a  policy  containing  the  exception.  "Free 
of  particular  average  unless  the  vessel  be  *  *  * 
in  collision."  where  the  vessel,  after  being  com- 
pletely loaded  and  casting  off  her  moorings,  was 
made  fast  to  the  wharf,  because  of  a  difficulty  with 
her  engines,  and  was  th«re  run  into  by  a  scow,  in 
low  of  a  tug-boat,  which  made  a  substantial  break 
in  her  bulwarks,  the  insurer  was  liable.— Same. 

WARRANTY. 

Defendant,  by  its  policy,  written  upon  a  blank 
marine  policy,  insured  plaintiff  against  loss  by  fire 
of  a  certain  vessel  and  appurtenances  therein 
described  from  December  4.  1S93,  till  May  i.  1894- 
The  policy  contained  a  warranty  by  plaintiff  that 
the  vessel  should  navigate  only  certain  waters 
"between  noon  of  April  ist  and  noon  of  November 
3oih;  *  *  *  and  between  noon  of  November  3uth 
and  noon  of  April  ist  ensuing  said  vessel  shall  be 
laid  up  and  safely  moored,  satisfactorily  to  this 
company."  Riders  on  the  policy  gave  '"  permission 
to  do  painting  and  to  make  necessary  repairs  and 
to  tit  out  in  the  spring,"  while  the  steamer  was 
'■  laid  up  and  properly  moored  in"  a  certain  harbor, 
and  to  '•  move  from  dock  to  dock  for  the  purpose  of 
loading  and  unloading  cargo,"  and  limited  the  risk 
to  loss  by  fire,  and  provided  that  the  iwlicy  was 
issued  "on  the  tenns  and  conditions  of  the  stand- 
ard form  fire  policy  of  the  slate  of  New  York,"  and 
waived  anything  in  the  policy  conflicting  there- 
with. The  standard  policy  adopted  provides  that 
the  same  shall  become  void  if  mechanics  are  em- 
ployed in  repairing  more  than  15  days.  The  vessel 
was  destroyed  by  fire  while  navigating  waters  out- 
side of  the  designated  harbor  between  April  i  and 
May  I,  1S94.  Held,  that  plaintiff  was  entitled  to 
recover  for  such  loss.— Grant  J.,  dissenting.— Jack- 
son v.  British  America  Assur.  Co.  (Mich.)  63  N.  W. 

8^9- 

TOT.A_L  .VND  PARTIAL  LOSS. 

Under  a  provision  in  a  tire  policy  on  a  vessel  that 
the  insurer  shall  not  be  liable  for  more  than  it 
would  cost  the  insm'ed  to  repair  or  replace  the 
same  with  material  of  like  kind  and  quality,  the 
insured  cannot  be  compelled  to  prove  the  exact  ex- 
tent of  the  damage,  where  the  vessel,  while  burn- 
ing, sirnk  in  water  so  deep  that  she  could  be  exam- 
ined only  by  divers.— Same. 

A  vessel  bound  from  New  York  to  Lisbon,  laden 
with  wheat,  was  compelled  to  put  into  Boston  har- 
bor, because  of  a  protracted  storm,  where  her  cargo 
was  found  to  be  so  damaged  by  water  that  it  could 
not  be  restored  to  a  merchantable  condition,  and 
was  sold.  Held,  that  in  an  action  against  the  In- 
surers, where  it  was  shown  that  dam.aged  wheat 
was  unsalable  in  Portugal,  the  insurer  was  liable 
as  on  a  salvage  loss  for  the  difference  between  the 


valuation  in  the  policy  and  the  sum  realized  from 
the  sale. — London  Assurance  v.  Companhia  De 
Moagens  De  Barreiro  iC  C  A.)  68  F.  247. 

PARTIAL  LOSS. 

Where  the  vessel  insured  is  valued  in  the  policy 
at  a  specified  amount,  and  a  partial  kss  is  in- 
curred, the  insurer  pays  only  such  proportion  of 
the  actual  loss  as  the  sum  insured  bears  to  the 
value  of  the  vessel.— Western  Assur.  Co.  v.  South- 
western Transp.  Co.  iC.  C.  A.)  923. 

SEAWORTHINESS. 

It  seems  that  a  certificate  by  the  inspector  of  a 
local  board  of  undei-writers  that  a  certain  vessel  is 
in  good  condition,  and  that  cargoes  shipped  on  her 
will  be  insured  at  the  usual  rates  by  the  companies 
composing  the  board,  will  estop  such  companies 
from  questioning  her  seaworthiness,  as  against 
one  shipping  merchandise  on  her  shortly  after 
issuance  of  the  certificate. — Western  Assur.  Co.  v. 
Southern  Cotton  Oil  Co.  iC.  C.  A.)  924. 

PROHIBITED   WATERS. 

A  policy  containing  a  printed  clause  which  pro- 
hibited the  vessel  from  certain  waters  including 
the  Gulf  of  Campeachy.  had  written  into  it  the 
amount  of  in.surance.  the  name  of  the  vessel, 
and  the  terms  of  the  policy,  after  which  was  writ- 
ten the  words,  "  Excluding  the  Gulf  of  Campeachy."' 
Held,  that  the  written  words  were  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  qualifying  the  printed  clause,  but  for  call- 
ing particular  attention  to  the  Gulf  of  Campeachy. 
near  which  the  vessel  was  when  insured.— 41  N.  E 
R.  267. 

Union  Casualty  of  St.  Louis. 

The  Union  Casualty  &  Surety  Co.  of  St.  Louis  has 
issued  a  guerrilla  circular,  beginning  with.  "We 
are  independent  as  to  rates."  The  Chronicle  of 
New  York  says  of  this  circular:  The  milk  in  the 
above  cocoanut  is  to  be  found  in  the  first  proposi- 
tion. "Independent  as  to  rates"  simply  means 
that  the  company  is  cutting  rates  without  regard 
to  its  future  solvency  for  the  pupose  of  getting  bus- 
iness on  its  books.  This  two-year-old  concern  by 
doing  business  iu  that  way  has  succeeded  in  reduc- 
ing its  surplus  from  $£02,104  at  the  close  of  1S93  to 
$56,474  at  the  end  of  last  year. 


Russian  insurance  business  is  transacted  in  a  very 
extraordinary-  manner.  Claims  for  damages  are 
never  admitted  at  the  full  amount,  and  reductions 
of  50  to  75  per  cent,  from  the  actual  loss  are  quite 
the  rule.  A  settlement  at  half  the  sum  claimed, 
the  maximum  rate  paid,  is  considered  a  very  liber- 
al one,  and  policyholders  never  expect  to  receive 
more.  Under  these  circumstances  the  companies 
should  do  very  well,  but  the  losses  are.  neverthe- 
less, excessively  great,  and  it  seems  that  the  local- 
ities most  subject  to  conflagration  are  those  where 
the  property  is  well  covered  by  insurance.  Yet,  in- 
cendiarism can  scarcely  pay  in  a  country  where  it 
is  the  custom  to  accept  5s-  to  lus.  in  the  £  for  losses 
actually  sustained  and  fully  insured  against.— Lon- 
don Spectator. 
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Gutte  &  Frank's  Marine  Companies. 

Tliis  San  Praucisco  general  agency,  in  ad- 
dition to  managing-  the  Coast  department  of 
tlie  Magdebui'g  Fire,  also  x'epresents  five 
marine  companies  in  this  fleld.  ~ 

There  is  the  Welhelma  of  Magdeburg  Gen- 
ei'al  of  Germany,  a  great  company ;  and  there 
are  also  the  National  Marine  of  London,  and 
the  Federal  Marine  of  Svvitzei-land,  and  the 
Munich  of  Germany  and  the  Alliance  of  Ber- 
lin, the  latter  two  jointly  and  severally  lia- 
ble as  the  Associated  Assurance  Companies 
Limited. 

Messrs.  Gutto  &  Frank  write  some  $150,000 
in  premiums  yearly  for  these  companies  in 
San  Francisco,  thus  bringing  their  total  net 
premium  income  pretty  close  to  $300,000  an- 
nually. 

The  Wilhelma  is  one  of  the  three  marine 
.companies  here  with  over  $6,000,000  assets. 
It  has  over  .$1,200,000  surplus  to  policyholders. 

The  Pocket  Nerve  of  the  Mntnal  Reserve  Fnnd 
Life  Association. 

The  most  sensitive  nerve  of  this  association 
is  the  pocket  nerve— an  e.xamination  of  the 
ratios  of  the  sums  which  have  been  disbursed 
in  response  to  the  thrills  of  the  oUicial  pocket 
nerve  as  compared  with  the  sums  disbursed 
in  response  to  the  heart  throbs  of  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  the  dead  is  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing table  of  the  proportion  of  the  expense 
of  the  as.sociatiou  to  the  death  claims  paid. 
(Unsettled  claims  are  not  included)  : 


Dea/h  Jidle  of 

Bj-pt-rtst's.       ('luimfi.  Extien'se. 

■  %    y53,26l        $1,654,290  57.62V 

•  2.255.533       5,953,270  37.89% 

.    4:173.485        10,091,(08  4l.36?i 

■  1.557.749          3.070.514  50.73°.. 


Years. 
(1882-5)  4  years  . 
( 1886-9)  4  years  . 
(1850-3)  4  years  . 
(1891)      I  year 

All  years $8,940,026     $20,769,482 

The  tremendous  rate  of  expense  for  the  first 
four  years  is  out  of  proportion  to  the  rate  for 
the  following  years,  because  the  expenses 
wei"e  relatively  great  and  the  losses  relatively 
small  during  the  earlier  years  of  the  associa- 
tion's business.  The  rate  of  expense  for  the 
whole  period  of  the  e.xistence  of  the  associa- 
tion is  the  only  subject-matter  for  con.sidera- 
tion.  The  division  into  groups  shows  that  the 
expense  rate  was  Ie.ss  during  the  four  years 
1886-7-8-9  than  during  the  subsequent  .years. 
For  the  whole  period  of  thirteen  years,  end- 
ing December  31,  1894,  the  expenses  of  man- 
agement have  been  -$430.45  for  every  $1,000  of 
death  claims  paid. 

Mr.  F.  A.  Burnham,  now  the  president,  be- 
came counsel  of  the  association  January,  i8go. 


and  the  year  1SS9  was  the  last  year  the  asso- 
ciation had  money  enough  to  pay  its  death 
claims,  provide  for  the  reserve,  and  have  a 
surplus  of  ($4,106)  in  the  death  fund. 

Never  from  that  day  to  this  has  the  associa- 
tion been  in  a  position  to  set  aside  the  full  re- 
serve as  required  by  its  policy  contracts— that 
is  to  say  the  system  has  been  a  failure  from 
the  time  Mr.  Burnham  became  counsel  for  the 
association.  Whether  Mr.  Burnham  intro- 
duced more  extravagant  methods  (for  exam- 
ple, increasing  the  cost  of  collection  and  ad- 
justing claims)  or  was  less  successful  in  mak- 
ing advantageous  settlements,  or  whether 
this  is  a  mere  coincidence  we  cannot  at  pres- 
ent say,  but  the  fact  remains  as  shown  in  the 
following  figures  that  the  year  before  Mr. 
Burnham  entered  the  service  of  the  associa- 
tion was  the  last  year  the  company  could 
fully  comply  with  the  terms  of  its  policies,  and 
each  year  since  his  advent  into  the  affairs  of 
the  association  thei-e  has  been  a  deficiency. 

Following  are  the  detailed  figures  for  each 
year  taken  from  reports  of  the  New  York  in- 
surance dei>artment  showing  a  surplus  for  the 
year  1889  of  -$4,106,  and  a  deficiency  for  each 
year  following,  viz.  ; 

Suiplus  for  the  year     1S89 $    4,106 

Deticiency  for  the  year  i8go 157.198 

Deficiency  for  the  year  1891 '93.797 

Deficiency  for  the  year  1892 446,132 

Deficiency  for  the  year  1893 485,759 

Deficiency  for  the  year  181)4 335,878 

—The  Chronicle. 

A  Projected  Methodist  Mntnal. 

The  Methodists  of  California,  in  their  recent 
conference,  adopted  a  resolution  in  favor  of  in- 
.suring  their  churches  in  a  Methodist  mutual. 
Perhaps  the  law  allows  such  an  organization, 
or  at  least  a  Methodist  Lloyds;  but  if  good 
counsel  prevails  the  Methodists  of  California 
will  continue  to  put  their  trust  in  genuine 
stock  fire  insurance. 

Statistics  show  that  churches  ai-e  bad  fire 
risks.  Last  year  the  insurance  companies 
paid  about  a  million  dollars  losses  on  churches 
in  the  United  States.  According  to  the 
Chronicle  Fire  Tables  266  American  churches 
were  burned  in  1894,  and  only  a  small  percent- 
age of  these  were  exposure  fires.  Churches 
cost  the  insurance  companies  more  than  sa- 
loons. Church  losses  almost  equaled  saw- 
mill losses.  Only  some  sixteen  other  hazards, 
out  of  hundreds,  cost  the  insurers  more  than 
the  church  hazard. 

The  leaders  of  the  Methodists  should  give 
this  church  insurance  scheme  a  good  deal  of 
thought  before  undertaking  the  creation  of  a 
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mutual  lire  company  for  which  the  laws  of 
California  make  no  provision.  It  would  be 
well,  also,  for  our  Methodist  friends  to  look 
up  the  flsures  of  similar  ventures  elsewhere. 
The  Wesleyan  Methodist  Trust,  in  England, 
for  example.  This  Methodist  church  insur- 
ance trust  collected  the  regular  premiums 
last  year,  but  its  losses  and  expenses  were 
ten  per  cent,  more  than  the  premiums. 


I 


British  &  Foreign  Marine  Ins.  Co. 

This  Liverpool  office  is  the  largest  marine 
insurance  company  in  the  world.  Its  paid-up 
capital,  assets,  net  surplus,  policyholders'  sur- 
plus, and  premiums — all  are  larger  than  those 
of  any  other  marine  ofHce. 

The  British  &  Foreign  was  organized  in 
1863,  and  in  the  following  year  opened  an  oftice 
in  San  Francisco.  .Balfour,  Guthrie  &  Co. 
(A.  H.  Small,  manager)  are  the  Pacific  Coast 
representatives,  and,  as  the  Coast  Review 
Chart  shows,  write  over  $100,000  premiums 
annually  for  the  company. 

The  British  &  Foreign  has  $7,917,419  assets, 
a.gain  of  $535,000  in  a  year.  The  net  surplus 
is  over  live  millions,  a  gain  of  over  a  quarter- 
million.  Last  year's  net  premium  income  was 
$2,867,220. 

Life  and  Miscellaneons  Insurance. 

More  women  than  men  live  to  be  80. 
The  Victorious   Defender— Life   insurance. 
It  is  a  life  boat,  too. 

The  receiver  of  the  U.  S.  Mutual  will  sue 
the  U.  S.  Casualty  for  damages. 

The  Fidelity  &  Casualty  has  revised  its 
rates  on  horse  and  carriage  liability  risks. 

The  Mutual  Life  has  re-established  its  ex- 
ecutive special  department,  to  be  operated  in 
hai-mony  with  general  agencies. 

The  National  Association  of  Life  Under- 
H-riters  will  hold  its  annual  convention  in 
Philadelphia  on  October  23,  24  and  25. 

Ontario  has  established  maximum  rates  for 
infant  insurance,  ranging  from  $32  under  age 
2  to  J147  under  age  10.  Insurance  under  age  i 
is  pi'ohibited. 

The  Preferred  Accident  has  just  issued  a 
new  $5,000  combination  accident  policy,  at  $12 
a  year,  for  people  who  think  they  cannot  afford 
the  $10,000  policy. 

Commissioner  Merrill  of  Massachusetts  in- 
vites the  life  companies  to  contribute  some- 
thing towards  the  vigorous  enforcement  of 
the  anti-rebate  laws. 


The  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  has 
increased  the  assessments  on  its  older  mem- 
bers. That's  business.  Freeze  'em  out,  else 
the  order  must  quickly  die. 

Fraud  Fraker  was  unable  to  obtain  $20,000 
bail,  and  the  doctor  thei'efore  stays  in  jail, 
awaiting  trial.  He  has  spent  all  the  insur- 
ance money  paid  his  estate  by  the  companies 
whii:h  pay  too  promptly. 

The  late  Edward  B.  Harper  willed  $2,000  to 
"all  children"  named  after  him  prior  to  his 
death,  to  be  divided  among  them  on  satisfac- 
tory proofs  made  within  one  year.  All  the 
members'  proxies  held  by  him  were  assigned 
to  F.  C.  Burnhara,  now  president  of  the  Mu- 
tual Reserve. 

Regular  Thing — Triple  assessment  in  Amer- 
ican Legion  of  Honor,  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen,  and  Knights  of  Honor.  It  is  too 
bad.  this  ill  fortune ;  but  these  so-called  be- 
nevolent orders  are  doomed.  No  young  man 
should  allow  himself  to  be  bamboozled  into 
joining  one  of  them. 

On  board  the  ill-fated  steamship  Elbe  was 
a  Swedish  passenger,  who  went  down  with 
her,  and  who  was  insured  with  The  Skandina- 
vian  Ofllce  of  Stockholm  against  accidents  for 
10,000  kr.  The  company  now  refuses  to  pay 
on  the  plea  that  at  the  time  of  the  accident 
the  assured  was  bound  on  a  voyage  to  a  port 
beyond  Europe,  of  which  he  had  not  given 
notice.  On  the  other  hand  the  widow  main- 
tains that  she  is  entitled  to  i-ecover  as  her 
husband  was  drowned  in  Europe  in  a  vessel 
proceeding  in  the  first  instance  to  an  English 
port. 

Fii.vTEiiNiTV — J.  M.  Walsh  was  a  member  of 
a  "tribe"  of  Red  Men  for  many  years.  He 
suddenly  became  insane  and  was  confined  in 
an  asylum.  Naturally,  he  did  not  notify  the 
"sachem"  of  his  "tribe"  of  his  sickness,  as 
requii-ed  by  one  of  the  rules.  When  'nis  widow 
applied  for  the  sick  benefits  promised  by  this 
fraternal  order  she  met  with  a  refusal.  The 
lower  court  decided  against  her,  and  the  Cal- 
ifornia supreme  court  has  since  decided  that 
unless  the  sick  member  formally  notifies  the 
sachem  of  his  tribe,  he  can  not  claim  any 
benefits.  But  the  fraternity  of  which  the 
order  boasts  would,  under  the  circumstances, 
have  recognized  the  equity  of  the  widow's 
claim— if  the  alleged  fraternity  really  existed. 
Who  ever  heard  of  the  A.  O.  U.  Workmen  paying 
a  death  claim  which  the  order  was  not  legally 
bound  to  pay!  or  of  paying  any  money  on  fra- 
ternal grounds.     We  cite   the  foregoing  case 
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merely  to  confirm  the  positiou  taken  by  this 
journal,  namely,  that  these  so-called  fra- 
ternal insurance  orders  are  miserable  pretend- 
ers, and  that  they  are  speculative  enter- 
prises, masquerading  to  evade  Ihe  law  and 
deceive  the  public. 

J.  L.  M.  Shetterley,  manager  and  proprie- 
tor of  the  Fidelity  Mutual  Aid  Association  of 
San  Francisco,  recently  advertised,  in  the 
Los  Angeles  Journal,  that  "it  has  §6,000,000 
cash  deposits  with  the  states  of  California  and 
Missouri."  And  hei-e  we  have  been  under 
the  impression  that  the  Fireman's  Fund  was 
the  biggest  insurance  enterprise  in  the  West. 
Mr.  Shetterley  also  advertises  that  his  hat- 
passer  has,  besides  six  million  dollars  on  de- 
posit, "an  ample  reserve  fund  and  large 
assets."  It  is  really  marvelous  how  this  great 
aid  society  has  escaped  notice  at  home. 

A  dispatch  from  Chicago  says:  Trouble  of 
a  serious  nature  threatens  the  stability  of  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.,  for  years  regarded  as  one  of  the 
strongest  of  the  fraternal  organizations  in 
America.  The  diificulty,  which  has  been  sup- 
pressed for  several  months,  has  reached  an 
alarming  stage,  one  of  the  factions,  into  which 
the  order  has  been  divided,  having  declared 
its  intention  of  carrying  the  tight  into  the 
courts  on  an  application,  for  a  receiver.  Many 
members  have  withdrawn  from  the  order.  Is 
it  a  tempest  in  a  teapot,  or  a  real  storm. 
There  will  be  a  hurricane  some  day,  sure. 

The  Finance  Chronicle  draws  some  com- 
parisons more  favorable  to  English  than  to 
American  life  oftices.  It  is  an  easy  matter  to 
manipulate  figures  and  produce  ratios  favor- 
able to  almost  any  company  or  group  of  com- 
panies. The  four  British  companies'  ratio  of 
expenses  to  premiums  is  considerably  less 
than  the  three  giant  American  companies' 
ratio.  The  editor  of  our  contemporary  neg- 
lects to  add,  however,  that  the  American  com- 
panies write  an  immense  deal  of  new  bus- 
iness, while  the  four  British  offices  write  only 
a  nominal  amount  of  new  business.  Insurance 
Superintendent  Durfee  of  Illinois,  at  the  re- 
cent convention  of  insurance  commissioners, 
makes  the  same  unfair  comparison,  entirely 
ignoring  the  proportion  of  new  business  writ- 
ten and  the  large  commission  necessarily  paid 
therefor. 


an  insurance  loss  of -?i 1, 155.  Of  the  nineteen 
fires,  two  were  incendiary,  eight  were  expos- 
ure, one  (the  principal)  was  from  an  electric 
wire,  and  the  others  from  various  causes. 
This  record  does  not  indicate  that  the  cyclery 
hazard  is  inherently  bad. — Halladay  Temple 
Wheel. 

Employers'  Liability  Insurance. 
If  companies  generally  write  employers'  lia- 
bility risks  at  .*i  00,  say,  and  set  aside  50  cents 
for  the  reinsurance  fund,  and  are  barely  able 
to  maintain  a  net  surplus,  what  must  be  the 
real  condition  of  a  company  that  writes  the 
same  business  at  50  cents  S  This  question  is 
submitted  to  the  Union  Casualty  of  St.  Louis 
and  to  the  insurance  commissioner  of  Missouri. 


Insnrance  of  Animals  Against  Lightning  In  1790. 

The  following;-  document  is  a  copy  from  an 
original,  formerly  belonging,  to  Dr.  Edward 
S.  Holden,  director  of  the  Lick  Observatory. 
It  is  probably  the  first,  or  at  any  rate  a  very 
early,  instance  of  the  insurance  of  cattle 
against  lightning: 

"This  agreement  or  covenant  made  and  con- 
cluded the  first  day  of  June,  1790,  between" 
Dr.  Lemuel  Busweil  of  Norwich  on  the  one 
part  and  Ph.  Holden  of  Sd.  Norwich  on  the 
other  part.  Witnesseth,  that  the  Sd.  Bus- 
well  on  his  part  hath  this  day  deld.  to  the 
Sd.  Holden  two  three-year-old  cows  of  a  mid- 
ling  size  and  bigness,  without  calves,  to  be 
Sd.  Holden's  proper  estate,  and  the  Sd.  Bus- 
well  doth  hereb.v  warrant  their  Lives  against 
Lightning,  and  that  only  for  the  space  of  six 
years  from  the  above  date.  Said  Holden  on 
his  part  doth  promise,  bind  and  oblige  him- 
self and  heirs  to  deliver  to  the  said  Busweil 
four  cows  not  less  than  three  years  old  nor 
more  than  seven  years  old,  of  a  niidling  size 
and  bigness,  and  to  be  Sd.  Buswell's  pioper 
estate— said  four  cows  to  be  delivered  to  said 
Busweil  or  heirs  at  the  end  of  six  years  from 
the  above  date,  and  to  be  without  calves — 
and  for  the  true  performance  hereof  we  have 
hereunto  interchangably  set  our  hand  ye  day 
and  year  above  written. 

"Signed  and  delivered  in  presence  of  us. 
Phincas  Holden,  Lemuel  Busweil, 

Jonathan  Smith,  Anne  Busweil." 


Bicvci.E  FiKES.— The  Chronicle  Fire  Tables 
report  six  bicycle  factory  fires,  with  a  prop- 
erty loss  of  $378,309,  and  an  insurance  loss  of 
$272,424,  last  year.  Also,  thirteen  bicycle 
store  fires,  with  a  property  loss  of  §16,005  and 


The  Frank  Tanning  Co.  at  Redwood  City,  Cal..  is 
fomiJlaiuing  of  lack  of  water  in  the  mains  in  the 
vicinity  ol  the  tannery. 


Spokane  laid  off  its  chemical  engine  on  •■  the 
north  side,"  and  the  local  board  has  therefore  given 
notice  of  a  20  per  cent,  advance  in  rates. 
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Better  Times  for  Life  Men. 

During  the  recent  extremely  hard  times 
many  life  policies  were  allowed  to  lapse  be- 
cause of  real  or  imagined  inability  to  pay  the 
premiums.  These  men  believe  in  life  insur- 
ance, and  as  a  rule  will  take  out  new  pol- 
icies. Keep  them  on  your  list.  If  you  hear 
of  one  of  them,  put  him  on  your  list.  Times 
are  looking  up.  A  great  deal  of  life  insurance 
will  be  written  on  the  Coast  in  the  next  year 
or  so. 

Examining  Assets  of  Local  Companies. 

Insurance  Cumniissioner  Higgiiis.  for  some 
time  past,  has  been  examining  the  realty  and 
mortgages  and  other  securities  of  the  several 
California  insurance  companies.  He  has  vis- 
ited various  parts  of  the  state,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  this  duty  pf  his  oMce,  and  will  fin- 
ish the  work  in  northern  California  in  a  few 
days.  So  far  the  results  of  his  labors  have 
been  exceedingly  favorable  to  the  companies. 
The  lands  are  worth  more  than  the  appraised 
sums,  and  the  mortgage-loans  are  abundantly 
secured  bv  values  tliat  are  increasing. 


As  They  Do  in  England. 

An  Englishman — we  recognize  his  "different 
to"  handwriting — who  ix>ses  as  a  disaffected 
American  fire  underwriter,  gives  a  Chicago 
paper  an  interesting  comparison  of  English 
and  Yankee  methods.  In  England  there  is 
almost  an  entire  absence  of  maps.  Very  large 
amounts  are  written  on  single  risks  by  means 
of  reinsurance.  There  is  no  compulsory  rein- 
surance reserve,  nor  any  standard  form  of  pol- 
icy, nor  any  governmental  supervision,  nor  a 
loss  of  confidence  when  a  company  does  not 
publish  its  figures.  Neither  the  company  cor 
the  assured  has  the  option  to  cancel  the  policy, 
wliich  accounts  for  the  rarity  of  long  term 
business.  The  policy  is  not  generally  handed 
to  the  assured  before  paid  for.  Agents  do 
not  write  ixjlicies.  The  English  agent  sel- 
dom represents  more  than  one  company,  and 
then  incidentally  and  not  as  a  sole  or  chief 
means  of  living.  The  special  agent  is  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  unknown.  Adjusters 
are  '-independent."  The  company  with  the 
largest  amount  at  stake  usually  selects  the 
adjuster,  who  adjusts  for  all  the  companies 
interested.  The  usual  rate  on  household  fur- 
niture in  private  dwellings  is  "  two  shillings 
per  centum"  iKjunds,  not  shillings,  as  wrong- 
ly phi'ased.  Small  wonder  the  agent  does  not 
depend  on  insurance  for  a  living,  where  the 
insurance  rate  is  five  cents  per  hundred 
dollars. 


He  Was  on  Time. 

It  seems  like  ancient  history  now.  but  it  is 
worth  telling,  "anyhow."  The  fire  under- 
writers were  in  session  in  Monterey,  trying 
hard  to  smooth  the  rocky  road  over  which  all 
Coast  underwriters  have  been  traveling. 
They  were  in  earnest  and  not  without  hope. 
Three  meetings  were  held  daily.  To  insure 
prompt  attendance  a  fine  of  -$5.00  was  imposed 
on  everybody  tardy.  The  president  of  the 
board  was  especially  severe.  These  were 
times  which  tried  underwriters'  souls,  and 
there  could  be  no  excuse  for  absence  or 
tardiness,  except  sickness.  The  gavel  sound- 
ed promptly,  on  time,  but  the  president  had 
no  chance  to  mulct  anybody.  One  day,  how- 
ever, the  president  himself  was  late,  and  the 
president  pro  tem  sounded  the  gavel  and  or- 
dered the  roll-call.  Names  beginning  with 
A  and  B  and  C,  etc.,  were  read,  and  the 
reader  drew  near  to  S.  Everybody  smiled 
with  joy.  The  president  himself  would  bo 
caught  with  a  -ifsoo  fine.  Meantime  Mr. 
Geo.  W.  Spencer,  who  had  been  riding  on  the 
famous  Seventeen-mile  Drive,  was  coming  as 
fast  as  fleet-footed  beasts  could  draw  his 
carriage,  urged  by  a  whip-equipped  Jehu 
with  a  fee  in  .sight.  The  smile  in  the  as- 
sembly-room at  the  Hotel  del  Monte  became 
audible  as  the  secretary  called  the  name 
Spencer.  For  where  was  he?  "Present!" 
with  a  note  of  triumph,  sounded  from  the  door- 
way, through  which  strode  President  Spencer, 
somewhat  short  of  breath,  and  flushed  of  face, 
drawing  off  his  gloves.  He  was  four  minutes 
late,  in  fact,  though  the  minutes  .showed  him 
present  and  on  time;  and  thus  he  escaped  the 
fine,  and  set  a  good  example. 


The  Caledonian.— Among  the  British  offlces  which 
are  doing  Insurance  business  in  the  United  Stales, 
the  Caledonian  would  seem  to  be  prospering  fairly 
well,  notwithstanding  certain  gloomy  vaticina- 
tions of  an  English  contemporary  to  the  contrary. 
According  to  the  Insurance  Monitor,  of  New  York, 
no  less  a  proportion  than  seventy  per  cent,  of  the 
Caledonian's  business  is  now  done  in  the  United 
States — a  very  significant  fact,  whose  suggestive- 
ness  is  by  no  means  lessened  by  the  further  state- 
ment that  the  percentage  of  loss  for  the  Ave  years 
1889-93  over  the  whole  business  was  60.67  per  cent., 
white  the  net  losses  in  the  United  States  were  53.56 
per  cent.,  thus  revealing  the  reassuring  fact  that 
there  had  been  a  less  loss  on  the  United  States  bus- 
iness than  on  any  other  portion — less  by  7. 11  than 
was  the  ratio  of  loss  on  the  whole  business  done. 
This  being  so.  the  American  branches  of  the  Cale- 
donian can  well  afford  to  go  on  their  prosperous 
way  content,  nor  need  they  worry  themselves  over- 
much about  the  croakings  of  evil  got  up  for  their 
behoof  by  outsiders.— London  Ins.  Journal. 
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San  Francisco  Fire  Premiums  for  Second   Quarter=Year. 

REPORTED  TO  FIRE  PATKOL—QUARTEltft  ENDINti  JUNE  30. 


Nanuit  of  Companies. 


2d  Quarter 
-    11.14. 


Aachen  &  Munich  . 
^Etna.  Hartford  .  . 
Agricultural.  N.  Y. 
Alliance.  London    . 


American  Central,  St.  Loui.s 

Atuerican,  N.  Y 

American,  Phila 

American,  Newark 


Atlas,  London 

Kaloise  Fire-  Baloise  .   .   . 
British  America,  Toronto  . 

Broadway.  N.  Y 

Caledonian,  Edinburgh  .   . 


Commercial  Union,  London  . 
Connecticut,  Hartford     .   .   . 

Continental.  N.  Y 

Delaware,  Phila 


Farragut.  N.  Y 

Fire  Association.  Phila 

Fireman's  Fund,  San  Francisco 
Fireman's,  Newark 


Fireman's.  Baltimore  .   . 

Franklin.  Phila 

German-American,  N.  Y. 
Germania,  N.  Y 


Glens  Falls.  N-.  Y 

Girard,  Phila 

Guardian.  London 

Hamburg-Bremen,  Hamburg 


Hanover  Fire,  N.  Y.  .   .   . 

Hartford,  Conn.    .   .    .   .   . 

Helvetia  Swiss,  St.  Gall 
Home  &  Phoenix 


Home  Mutual,  San  Francisco 

Imperial.  London 

Ins.  Co.  N.  America.  Phila.  .  . 
Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn.,  Phila. 


Lancashire.  Eng 

Lion,  London 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe.  En^. 
Loudon  &  Lancashire,  Liverpool  . 


London  Assurance  .  . 
Magdeburg,  Germany  , 
Manchester,  Eng.  .  .  . 
Merchants.  N.  J,     .  .   . 


Milwaukee  Mechanics  . 
National.  Hartford  .  .  . 
National,  Ireland  .  .  .  . 
New  Zealand,  Auckland 


Eng. 


Niagara,  N.  Y.  (reinsured) 
North  British  &  Mercantile 
North  German,  Hamburg  . 
Northern  Assurance,  London 


Northwestern  National,  Milwaukee 

*Orient,  Hartford       

Pacific,  N.  Y 

Palatine.  Manchester 


Patriotic.  Dublin    .   . 
Pennsylvania,  Phila. 

Phenix,  N.  Y 

Phoenix,  London  .   .   . 


10.702  52 
13.077  90 
2,386  40 
16,121  48 

4,491  45 
1-730  .« 
4-9JS  81 
1.S81  C'5 

6.93"  45 
2,t7S  33 
1-730  54 


5.950  73 

14,441  62 
3-365  80 
3,636  06 
2.3)1  55 

127  35 

3.47S  n 

18,121  00 

453  35 

1. 141  05 
2,957  48 
10.702  91 
7,040  90 

q6l    II 

1-379  35 

6,530  59 

17,017  57 

10,081  60 
15.C29  66 
13.093  58 
8,129  46 

5.371  33 

5-414  45 

3.270  75 

741  00 

9-874  70 
4.933  74 
2J-575  60 
26,217  09 

6.528  70 
14,894  50 
8,513  00 
1,807  80 

3  952  40 
4,610  76 
6,930  46 
10,480  10 

6,800  19 
14.258  73 
18.769  25 

6,528  70 

3.261  00 

2,566  44 

1,103  17 

23.438  71 

5.243  97 
4.583  34 
10,858  oS 
12.977  95 


3d  Quarter 
lUDu. 


%  10,586  IQ 
10.354   85 

withdrawn 
22.211  30 

non-contrib 

withdrawn 

5,079  96 

2.119  97 

10.-163  28 

590  70 

1,252  72 

1,228  89 

7-478  63 

non-contrib 

3.205  49 

non-contrio 

withdrawn 

withdrawn 
13-008  74 
16-758  03 

withdrawn 

1.825  35 
non-contrib 
non-contrib 

8,926  23 

ceas'd  writ. 

withdrawn 

withdrawn 

18,336  24 

8,122  36 
10,741  27 

3,740  49 
23.674  29 

5.572  80 

9.129  59 

4.786  42 

8j8  70 

20,069  97 
5,121  62 

12,712  ID 
35.442  05 

7-565  76 

non-contrib 

9.770  74 
509  22 

5.236  40 

2,806  58 

withdrawn 

11.578  79 

2,646    12 

5,068  96 
non-contrib 
7,565  76 

non-contrib 
*  902  82 
aon-contrib 

11,184  25 

non-contrib 
3.655  07 
7.416  15 
15.452  20 


Gleanings. 

The  Union  Casualty  still   "rushes  in," 

The  Automatic  Sprinkler  Mutual  is  the 
latest- 

St-  Louis  agents  are  now  paying  brok- 
ers a  25  per  cent-  commission- 
Indianapolis  and  Oshkosh  had  J300-000 
flres  last  month-  And  still  no  dreadful 
prediction,  based  thereon,  of  the  "future" 
great  conflagration.  Those  gruesome 
prophesies  of  the  weak-minded  are  re- 
served for  San  Francisco. 

Hahn  of  Ohio  has  been  chosen  president 
of  the  insurance  commissioners  associa- 
tion. .  .  .  The  New  [England  Insurance 
Exchange  is  opposed  to  declaring  "  rates 
off."  .  .  .  The  Philadelphia  Underwriters 
(Ins.  Co.  of  North  America  and  F.  Asso- 
ciation) has  established  an  agency  in 
Philadelphia. 

Allison,  to  underwriters:  "^'ith  all 
its  faults,  insurance  journalism  is  as 
necessary  as  any  other  armof  the  press— 
and  that  the  press  is  necessary  the  pres- 
ent height  of  civilization  and  the  quick- 
ness of  modern  intellect  testifies  in  a 
million  ways.  There  cannot  be  too  many 
insurance  papers.  There  may  be  too 
many  for  their  own  good,  but  iiot  for 
yours." 

The  reasons  for  national  supervision 
are  many— the  objections  few.  We  have 
now  forty-nine  different  insurance  codes, 
forty-nine  different  modes  of  taxation, 
and  almost  forty-nine  different  kinds  of 
supervision:  there  is  no  attempt  at  uni- 
foiinity  of  legislation :  with  a  national 
department  we  should  have  better  insur- 
ance laws :  they  could  not  be  localized 
and  tainted  with  local  prejudices.— Com. 
Fricke,  'Wis. 

A  German  writes:  In  Germany  every- 
body considers  it  his  duty  to  guard 
against  fire.  I  treasure,  amongst  the 
memories  of  my  childhood,  the  recollec- 
tion of  a  tall  patrolman,  wearing  a  hel- 
met and  armed  with  a  halberd.  This 
Nachtwachter  blew  his  long  horn  ten 
times  as  he  passed  our  street  at  that 
hour  of  the  night.  With  stentorian  voice 
he  called  on  every  citizen  to  beware  of 
lire  and  light.  Then  we  left  our  studies 
and  looked  after  stoves  and  fireplaces  in 
every  room.  The  person  on  whose  prem- 
ises a  tire  breaks  out  is  generally  placed 
under  arrest  and  suspected  of  having 
committed  a  misdemeanor  until  he  con- 
vinces the  magistrate  that  due  diligence 
had  been  used  to  prevent  disaster.  Only 
one  tire  occurred  during  the  tirst  fifteen 
years  of  my  life  where  1  was  born. 


*  Non-contributor  now.    Figures  for  part  of  quarter. 
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San  Francisco  Fire  Premiums— Concluded. 


Names  of  Companiea. 


Prussian  Natioual,  Stettin  .   .   . 
Providence-Washington,  K.  I.    .  , 
Queen,  N.  Y 

Rhode  Island  Underwriters      .    . 
Royal  Exchange.  Loudon,  Eng. 
Royal  &  Norwich  Union     .... 
*Scotlish  Union  &  N..  Edinburgh 

Springfield,  Mass 

St.  Paul,  Minn 

Sun,  San  Francisco  (reinsured) 
Sun.  London , 

Svea,  Gothenburg , 

Teutonia,  New  Orleans , 

The  Greenwich.  N.  Y 

Traders,  Chicago 

Transatlantic,  Hamburg 

Union.  Philadelphia 

Union  Assurance,  London     .   .   .   , 
United  Firemen's.  Phila 

United  States.  N.  Y 

Westchester,  N.  Y 

Western,  Toronto 

Williamsburg  City,  N.  Y.  .   .    .   . 

Total 


2d  Quarter 
18H4. 

13-388  45 

1.939  lo 

10,148  45 

518  CO 
22,850  95 
U.660  52 
6.781  51 

3-953  61 

1.711  65 

12.819  90 

15,102  94 

3.3S4  97 

85765 

2,129  84 

2,843  08 

12,425  05 

466  39 

9.795  13 

1.705  55 

962  00 
6,619  97 
2.307  38 

606  68 

{605.997  99 

2d  Quarter 
189  ri. 


7.435  oa 

"■813  25 

11.660  18 

1.575  00 
17.459  79 
20,3-8  42 

2.634  32 

5.387  19 

non-contrib 

2.261  34 

10,524  20 

4,352  46 
withdrawn 

2,360  02 
ceas'd  writ. 

12.292  6u 
ceas'd  writ. 

7,123  71 

556  28 

withdrawn 

non-icontrib 

1.930  15 

non-contrib 


$474,510  36 


*  Non-contributor  now.    Figures  for  iiart  of  quarter. 


Notes. 

New  Orleans  now  has  an  insurance  ex- 
change. 

No  well-managed  life  insurance  com- 
pany can  fail. 

There  is  a  British  key  registry  com- 
pany which,  for  a  premium  of  one  shill- 
ing per  annum,  guarantees  a  reward  of 
five  shillings  to  tinder,  or.  if  not  found,  a 
compensation  not  exceeding  £2  10  s  to 
owner;  and  also  insures  in  the  sum  of 
£100  against  fatal  accidents  while  trav- 
eling on  any  public  conveyance,  and  £1 
per  week  for  five  weeks  for  partial  dis- 
ablement; and  also  £1  per  week  for  five 
weeks  for  accidents  to  cycle  riders. 

The  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry. 
Co.  carries  its  own  insurance.  Last 
year's  receiiJts  from  its  insurance  de- 
partment were  1^109.615,  and  the  losses 
and  expenses  were  $42,717.  Since  organ- 
ized in  1893  the  revenue  has  exceeded 
losses  by  3^188.808;  and  the  original  insur- 
ance fund  of  $300,000  has  been  increased 
to  $410,000.  As  soon  as  the  company  finds 
it  cheaper  to  place  the  risk  with  insur- 
ance companies  it  will  find  a  railway  sin- 
dicate  of  underwriters  ready  to  accept  it. 


The  Atlas  has  taken  over  the  entire  fire  business 
of  the  ^Egis,  the  leading  local  office  in  south  Africa. 


St.  Paui..  is  to  have  an  underwriters'  tire  patrol. 


Lively.— The  new  editor  of  the  Western  Review, 
in  his  (or  hert  September  number,  says;  "We  are 
poor  critters."'  "Great  Scott,"  "Heaven  forbid,*' 
"halhal"  "just  get  on  to  that,"  "you  can't  play 
in  our  yard,"  "  truth  is  stranger  than  friction." 
The  lady  editor  also  intimates  that  the  new 
"bloomer"  costume  may  evolve  into  the  Highland 
costume ! 


Just  Fancy !— Assure  of  Manchester  quotes  a 
prominent  Chicago  insurance  man  visiting  Eng- 
land, as  saying.  "  Wal,  I  guess,"  etc.  Dontcher 
kneow.  bahieove,  though,  "e  didn't  say  heyelher 
"  thar"  or  "  whar."  The  Chicago  chappies  har  a-ed 
of  bother  Yankees,  but  hit's  hup'ill  work  for 
hany  hAmerican  to  speak  good  hEnglish,  dontcher 
kneow,  me  boy. 


The  Svea.— The  annual  figures  of  this  Swedish 
company  show  an  improved  condition  of  its  affairs. 
The  very  handsome  net  surplus  of  51=343.940  of  the 
previous  year  has  been  increased  to  $640,118.  The 
gross  fire  assets  show  a  gain.  Loss  and  expense 
ratios  have  been  reduced.  Every  year  a  substantial 
gain  in  the  net  surplus  testifies  to  the  ability  of  the 
management.  Here  on  the  Coast  the  Svea  does  an 
increasing  and  paying  business  under  the  manage, 
ment  of  Brown,  Craig  &  Co..  with  an  average  loss 
ratio  of  only  26  per  cent. 


PoMrYHOLDEiis  pay  the  special  taxes  imposed 
on  insurance  companies.  It  can  not  be  otherwise. 
The  taxes  swell  the  expenditures  on  which  rates 
are  based.  We  suggest  a  formula  for  the  fire  prem- 
ium charge,  as:  Losses,  60  per  cent.;  brokerage, 
15;  management  expenses,  15;  special  taxes  and 
fees,  5;  profit,  3;  emergency  fund.  2;  total,  100  per 
cent.  These  are  about  the  proportions  of  expendi- 
tures in  American  fire  business.  More  frequent 
ratings  might  bring  home  to  the  policyholder  the 
fact  that  taxes  are  an  element  of  the  fire  premium. 
Then  the  policyholder  would  secure  the  ear  of  the 
municipal  trustee  or  state  legislator. 


The  mortality  rate  of  the  human  male  is  greater 
than  that  of  the  human  female;  but  the  birth  rate 
of  the  male  is  correspondingly  greater.  Between 
ages  46  and  56  the  male  mortality  rate  steadily 
gains  on  the  female  rate;  and  after  56  the  male 
dies  in  greater  ratio  than  the  female,  just  as  he- 
fore  IV.  Mai-ried  persons  live  longer  than  single 
persons,  according  to  statistics,  the  minstrel  man 
to  the  contrary  who  says  that  life  seems  longer  to 
the  married.  Herbert  Spencer  says  that  the  great- 
er longevity  of  the  married  may  be  the  result  of 
their  higher  vitality  rate  at  the  time  of  marriage, 
rather  than  the  result  of  the  assumed  more  health- 
ful conditions  of  married  life;  only  the  stronger 
men  and  women  being  willing  to  assume  the  bur- 
dens of  matrimony.  Life  insurance  statistics 
might  throw  some  light  on  this  question. 
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Tie  Magdeburg's  $500,000  Deposit  in  New  York. 

The  Magdeburg  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of 
which  Gutte  &  Frank  are  United  States  man- 
agers, will  within  a  lew  days  make  a  deposit 
of  *50o,ooo  in  New  York  state.  Wm.  Frank, 
who  has  been  spending  a  year  in  the  old 
country,  is  now  in  New  York  city,  on  his  way 
home.  He  will  arrange  the  details  of  the 
half-million  deposit. 

Two-fifths  ($200,000)  will  be  placed  with  the 
insurance  department  at  Albany,  and  the  re- 
mainder ($,300,000)  will  be  placed  with  Ameri- 
can trustees  in  New  York  city.  The  Ma.gde- 
burg  now  has  $50,000  deposited  with  the  .Ore- 
gon authorities. 

At  present  the  business  will  be  confined  to 
the  Pacific  Coast,  including  Colorado.  With- 
in the  next  few  months,  however,  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Magdeburg  will  probably  be  ex- 
tended to  several  of  the  Eastern  states. 


new  business  without  so  far  increasing  the 
losses;  and  it  would  not  be  surprising  if  a  re- 
port of  premiums  from  all  the  offices  should  re- 
veal the  fact  that  there  has  been  no  loss  in 
aggregate  premium  receipts.  But  this  main- 
tenance of  premiums,  has  been  paid  for  by  a 
large  increase  of  liabilities. 


San  Francisco  Fire  Freminms. 

We  print  elsewhere  an  interesting  table  of 
San  Francisco  premiums  for  the  quarter  end- 
ing June  30.  parallel  with  the  returns  for  the 
corresponding  quarter  last  year,  as  reported 
to  the  fire  patrol. 

This  year  there  are  twenty-eight  companies 
lacking,  either  because  retired  or  ceased  writ- 
ing, or  not  contributing  to  the  support  of  the 
patrol.  Four  companies  are  "resting  on  their 
oars."  Nine  have  withdrawn.  Fifteen  de- 
cline to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  patrol, 
and  therefore  do  not  report  their  San  Fran- 
cisco premiums. 

The  total  premiums  for  the  quarter  are 
$131,500  less  than  last  year's  second  quarter's. 
The  non-members  of  the  patrol  had  $95,000 
premiums  for  the  quarter  last  year.  Assum- 
ing that  iu  the  aggregate  they  had  the  same 
premium  income  for  the  quarter  this  year, 
there  has  been  a  decline  of  some  $35,000  in 
city  business. 

The  reader,  comparing  the  figures,  will  no- 
tice some  surprising  differences,  either  an  ad- 
vance or  a  decline.  Of  the  sixty  reporting 
oCBces,  twenty-six  made  noteworthy  gains, 
seven  about  "held  their  own,"  and  the  re- 
mainder, a  minority,  report  smaller  premium 
receipts.  Some  olfices,  seemingly,  kept  their 
business  on  their  books  by  cutting  rates  one- 
half,  and  did  not  attempt  to  get  new  busi- 
ness. Other  oftices  made  similar  cuts,  and 
went  out  and  foraged  on  their  neighbors,  and 
perhaps  worked  up  entirely  new  business  as 
well. 

It  seems  probable  that  the  cut  I'ates  have 
been  the  means  of   bringing  in  considerable 


Chicago  Chips  that  Pass. 

OFFKl.VL    liliSPOXSIBrLITV.      . 

It  is  trite  to  say  that  boards  of-  trustees 
and  directors  have  done,  and  will  probably 
always  do,  things  that  not  one  of  their  mem- 
bers iu  his  individual  capacity  would  do. 
There  appears  to  be  a  somewhat  confused 
notion  involved  in  divided  or  corporate  re- 
siMjnsibility;  that  the  ofBcial  is  not  blame- 
worthy when  he  does  things  from  which  the 
individual  would  shrink.  Judge  Kent,  the 
well-known  jurist,  understood  this.  A  man 
was  tried  before  him  for  burglary,  and  the 
evidence  showed  that  his  burglary  consisted 
in  cutting  a  hole  through  a  tent  in  which 
several  persons  were  sleeping,  and  then  pro- 
jecting his  head  and  arm  through  the  hole 
and  abstracting  various  articles  of  value.  It 
was  claimed  by  his  ingenious  counsel  that, 
inasmuch  as  he  did  not  actually  enter  the 
tent  with  his  whole  body,  he  had  not  com- 
mitted the  offence,  and  must,  therefore,  be 
discharged.  Whereupon  Judge  Kent  told  the 
jury  that  if  they  were  not  satisfied  that  the 
whole  man  was  involved  in  the  crime,  they 
might  bring  in  a  verdict  of  guilty  against  so 
much  of  him  as  was  thus  involved.  The  jury, 
after  a  brief  consultation,  found  the  right 
arm,  the  right  shoulder,  and  the  head  of  the 
prisoner  guilty  of  the  offence  of  burglary. 
The  judge  sentenced  the  right  arm,  the  right 
shoulder,  and  head  to  imprisonment  with  hard 
labor  in  the  state  prison  for  two  years,  re- 
marking, as  to  the  rest  of  his  body  he  might 
do  with  it  what  he  pleased.— C.  C.  Hine. 

IXSfK.iNCE  .IOrRX.iLISjr. 

Some  of  the  best,  strongest  and  most  ad- 
mirably managed  companies  of  America  do  not 
advertise  in  all  of  the  papers.  They  exercise 
the  sound  business  sense  of  discrimination. 
A  few  will  not  advertise  in  any  insurance 
papers.  Yet  have  you  ever  known  any  part 
of  the  reputable  insurance  press  to  seek  to 
punish  these  companies  or  to  blackmail  them 
into  contribution;  There  are  a  few  papers 
that  may  attempt  this,  but  there  are  also 
dishonest  companies,  managers  and  agents. 
The  business  principle  that  finds  active  ex- 
pression  among  honest   men   evervwhere  is 
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just  as  implicitly  upheld  in  the  newspaper 
office.  We  are  no  worse,  and  perhaps  no  bet- 
ter, than  you  are.  We  are  no  better  in  that 
we  do  not  seek  to  help  definitely  those  that 
do  not  help  us;  but  we  would  scoi-n,  as  you 
would,  to  attempt,  by  lying  or  distortion,  to 
injure  one  whose  only  fault  was  that  he  did 
not  esteem  us  at  our  own  value.  —  Young 
Allison. 

EI.ECTKHITV. 

The  architects,  from  necessity,  are  becom- 
ing more  or  less  informed  on  electrical  mat- 
ters, and  some  of  them  have  the  good  sense 
to  employ  specialists  iu  this  field.  Slowly 
but  surely  municipal  and  state  authorities 
are  seeing  the  necessity  of  exercising  super- 
vision over  electrical  installations  and  the 
number  of  municipal  electrical  departments 
increase  every  year.  The  people  generally, 
or  such  of  them  as  secure  a  common  educa- 
tion, will  eventually,  of  course,  take  this  mat- 
ter into  their  own  hands  and  of  their  own 
knowledge  prevent  the  frauds  perpetrated  by 
electrical  contractors  and  the  installation  of 
•i.  good  deal  of  unsafe  wiring.  Electricity  is 
becoming  so  common  to  our  every-da.v  life 
that  the  schools  must  teach  its  laws,  and 
therein  lies  the  true  solution  of  the  problem. 
I  am  afraid  there  will  never  be  much  to  hope 
for  from  people  like  our  friends  iu  fire  No.  701, 
who,  upon  retiring  to  Ms  room  in  a  hotel,  at- 
tempted through  lack  of  familiarity  with  the 
apparatus  t'o  blow  out  an  incaudescent  elec- 
tric light.  Failing  in  this,  he  wrapped  a 
towel  around  the  lamp  and  went  to  bed. 
Sometime  in  the  night  the  heat  from  the 
lamp  iguited  the  towel,  and  the  gentleman 
was  taken  from  the  room  by  the  firemen  in  an 
uneoncious  condition,  having  been  partiallj- 
suffocated  by  the  .smoke. — Wm.  H.  Merrill. 

THE    I".iSSIX(i    OF    THE    AItEN'T. 

But  it  now  apjiears  that  the  system  where- 
in these  men  and  measures  had  birth  and 
development  is  unmistakably  vanishing.  That 
system  was  self-respecting  and  commanded 
respect,  for  itself,  for  its  administrators.  It 
put  principle  above  pelf,  conscience  above 
cupidity.  With  whatever  required  excep- 
tions as  to  individuals,  this  general  state- 
ment is  true.  In  profession  and  practice  it 
was  comprehensive  and  alert,  with  a  broad, 
tolerant  and  helpful  energy.  But  cousisteut 
enterprise  is  one  thing.  Up-to-date  "hustle'" 
is  quite  another.  Enterprise  towers.  "Hus- 
tle" burrows.  Entei-prise  is  out  in  "the 
open."  "Hustle"  skulks  around  the  street 
corners.     Enterprise  demands  brains.     "Hus- 


tle"' only  requires  legs.  Enterprise  main- 
tains a  dignified  courtesy.  "Hustle"  exhib- 
its a  brass-mounted  cheek.  Recently,  the 
head  of  a  business  firm  said  to  me,  "Do  you 
know  the  man  who  just  went  out  of  here'" 
"Idid  not  see  him,"'  was  theanswer.  "Well, 
he  is  an  insurance  man — he's  a  'hustler!" 
When  I  kick  him  out  of  the  front  door  he 
sneaks  in  the  back  way.""  This,  friends, 
might  suitably  characterize  a  book  agent. 
Something  needfuU  has  "gone  glimmering" 
when,  as  in  the  instance  referred  to,  it  de- 
scribes an  insurance  representative  (  0  on  the 
modern  plan.  A  man  who  had  come  to  this 
city  of  Chicago  to  reside  said  to  me,  after  a 
.short  residence  in  this  town,  "I  know  now  the 
Chicago  definition  of  'hustle" — it  means  'do 
your  neighbor.'"  This  does  not  need  to  be 
reckoned  peculiarly  a  Chicago  definition.  It 
means  the  same  thing  in  St.  Louis  or  iu  New 
York.— H.  M.  Blossom. 

I'EllI'LE    WHO   GET    BISINESS. 

Is  any  local  agent  now  appointed  by  virtue  of 
any  element  of  character  or  responsibility  he 
may  be  supix)sed  to  have ;  In  a  large  degree 
who  he  is  and  what  he  is  has  ceased  to  be 
considered.  Can  he  bring  premiums — no  mat- 
ter how  he  gets  them ;  This  is  the  vital  ques- 
tion and  practically  the  only  one.  Females  of 
uncertain  age,  youths  yet  in  pin-feather  ado- 
lescence, whose  relatives  have  property  to  in- 
sure: whiskey  ixjiiticians,  temporarily  out  of 
a  job:  ex-barkeepers — not  always  with  the 
"ex'":  mendicants,  of  every  grade:  sports. 
'■  soaks."  anybody  who  in  some  way,  hitherto 
untried,  can  corral  for  some  "hustler"  com- 
pany a  few  premiums  that  otherwise  would 
be  the  property  honorably  gained  of  other 
companies,  are  loaded  upon  the  business  as 
full-fledged  "agents — reporting  to  the  home 
office"  1  Yea,  more;  those  so  called  "subsid- 
iary "  people  are  hunted  up,  pulled  out  of  their 
holes,  endowed  with  an  authority  to  repre- 
sent ('.)  insurance  capital  and  turned  loose 
upon  the  community  in  degredation  of  the 
great  commercial  interest  which  the  "first 
agents"  with  loyal  endeavor  are  trying  to 
save  from  the  dishonoring  estimate  such  prac- 
tices inevitably  ci-eate  in  the  public  mind. 
More,  still:  the  "first  agents''  often  find 
that  to  make  this  sort  of  thing  "go''  their 
own  field  of  representation  is  dwarfed  and 
limited  as  to  subjects,  as  to  lines,  as  to  privi- 
leges. More,  still :  by  that  philosophy  of  the 
mental  constitution  which  naturall.v  disposes 
it  to  sustain,  even  clamorously,  any  new  and 
doubtful  experiment  once  entered  upon,  the 
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writiiif-'s  of  these  ■•subsidiaries"'  ai'e  talien 
on  by  such  compiiuies  uiicomplaiuingly.  where 
the  first  agent  would  be  called  down  by  wire. 
A  case  in  point,  illustrating  this,  was  quoted 
this  inonth  in  ttie  local  board  room  by  an 
agent  who  had  a  risk  to  place.  The  real  own- 
er of  the  property  could  not,  for  financial  (and 
other)  reasons  appear  in  the  policies,  which 
were  to  cover  miscellaneous  auction  goods  in 
the  name  of  a  woman,  in  a  building  largely 
frame,  soon  to  be  re-construoted,  and  carry- 
•  ing  a  high  rate.  Every  '■first  agent"  who 
was  applied  to  declined  the  risk;  while  the 
"subsidiary"  agents  of  the  same  identical 
union  companies  wrote  the  risk,  although  it 
was  situated  within  the  schedule  district, 
where  their  writing  was  illegal  under  the 
union  rule,  and  not  one  policy  has  been  can- 
celed.— H.  M.  Blossom. 


Slack  Law. 

The  superior  court  of  San  Francisco  has  de- 
cided, in  the  case  of  The  Steamer  Union  v. 
The  Union  Ins.  Co.  of  San  Francisco,  that  lim- 
itation clause  in  the  policy  is  invalid.  The 
policy  provided  that  suit  should  be  begun 
within  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  fire  or 
loss.  In  this  case  the  suit  was  not  begun  un- 
til eighteen  months  after  the  loss.  The  San 
Francisco  court  holds  that  the  limitation 
clause  is  no  defense.  This  ruling,  it  would 
seem,  necessarily  applies  to  fire  policies  con- 
taining a  similar  clause  limiting  the  time  of 
action.  One  by  the  courts  are  invalidating 
the  policy  conditions.  After  awhile  the  ccm- 
dition  which  courts  and  juries  will  tolerate 
will  be  a  loss,  the  amount,  to  be  left  to  the 
claimant,  not  exceeding  the  face  of  the  policy, 
unless  it  can  be  shown  that  the  policyholder 
intended  to  increase  the  amount  of  his  in- 
surance. 

Ho  Fire  Water,  Ho  Fire  Department. 
Kansas  is  a  state  where  it  is  illegal  to  sell 
intoxicating  liquors,  but  the  juicy  cracker  is 
often  sold  for  a  dime,  and  liquid  refreshments 
may  be  found  in  a  hand.v  bottle.  Thousands 
of  men  drink  a  foaming  yellow  "pop,"  which 
no  man  not  in  the  employ  of  a  prohibition  soci- 
ety is  willing  to  swear  is  lager  beer.  Thirsty 
men-find  jugs  of  Kentucky  wine  in  the  hay- 
lofts of  livery  stables,  and  make  merry  with- 
out contributing  toward  the  support  of  the 
government;  and  small  boys  on  fences,  look- 
ing down  into  "  temperance  hall  "  back-yards, 
see  men  drinking  from  bottles  in  despite  of 
law.  Argentine,  a  suburb  of  Kansas  City,  has 
heretofore  coutemptuouslj'  ignored  the   prohi- 


bition laws  of  the  state;  but  a  new  governor 
with  a  new  broom  has  issued  a  proclamation, 
and  the  mayor  of  Argentine,  in  obedience 
thereto,  has  closed  the  thirty  illegal  "refresh- 
ment" saloons  which  have  been  paying  a  to- 
tal of  -?750  monthly  into  the  town  treasury. 
The  loss  01  this  revenue  has  left  the  town 
authorities  without  sufHcieut  funds  to  main- 
tain the  municipal  fire  and  police  protection. 
The  mayor  has  dismissed  the  police  and 
the  firemen,  and  sold  the  fire  department 
horses.  The  electric  light  service  has  been 
discontinued,  and  the  town  folks  are  in  tei^ror 
of  fires  and  thieves.  The  insurance  compan- 
ies promptly  canceled  all  policies  in  the  busi- 
ness and  adjacent  sections  of  the  town.  The 
situation  is  unique.  No  fire  water,  in  this  in- 
stance, implies  no  fire  protection  and  no  fire 
insurance. 

The  Grennan  Drowning  Case. 

The  Preferred  Accident  Ins.  Co.  refused  to 
pa\'^  the  Grennan  claim,  on  the  ground  of 
suicide.  There  was  sufficient  evidence  to 
justify  i^esistarce.  Acquaintances  of  the  de- 
ceased said  he  had  been  on  a  protracted  spree 
and  had  threatened  to  commit  suicide.  The 
chemist  who  examined  the  stomach  found  a 
large  quantity  of  arsenic.  The  case  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  properly  handled  in  court. 
The  defense  was  suicide,  not  drowning,  as 
uould  be  inferred  from  the  judge's  screed. 
The  witnesses,  who  were  the  friends  of  the 
deceased,  refused  to  testify  in  court  as  they 
had  testified  to  a  i-epresentative  of  the  de- 
fendant company.'  This  left  the  defense  of 
suicide  resting  on  the  testimony  of  the  chem- 
ist. The  testimony  of  the  embalmer,  to  the 
effect  that  some  of  the  embalming  fluid, 
containing  arsenic,  "might  have  dripped" 
into  the  stomach,  which  had  been  removed, 
seemingly  impressed  this  lower  court  judge  as 
affording  rea.souable  grounds  for  the  benefic- 
iary's plea  that  the  deceased  did  not  take 
ar.senic  with  suicidal  intent.  Such  decisions, 
or  rather  the  publicity  given  to  them,  doubt- 
less encourage  suicide;  for  despondent  men 
are  shown  an  easy  and  cheap  way  to  enrich 
their  deijendents  and  end  their  own   troubles. 


Canada  Fire  Business.— From  Supt.  FitZf^erald's 
aunual  report  we  learu  thai  for  the  years  iS6((-y4  in- 
clusive the  Canadian  tire  premiums  have  been  112 
millions  and  los.ses  nearly  -S  millions,  or  69.4  per 
cent.  Last  year  the  British  Columbia  loss  ratio 
was  48  per  cent.;  Manitoba.  95:  Quebec.  72.  Brit- 
ish Columbia's  total  fire  premiums  in  1S94.  $193,164. 
The  average  rate  of  premium  in  Canada  is  1.25.  an 
advance  of  0.07. 
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September  Fires. 

Washington. 

— .    Sumner,  brick  bldg : 
Home  Mutual Ii.joo 

30.  (Aug.)  Sumner,  fr  store  bldg: 
London  Assurance     ....  S.soo 

5,    Hilliard,  dwg: 

.A.lliance Ji.ioo 

National,  Hartford    ...      650 

16.    King  CO.,  saw  mill  and  cents, 
trestle,  etc. : 

Phoenix,  London $2,500 

Hartford 3.777 

Palatine 4,ooo 

National,  Hartford    ,  .   .    i.ooo 

Norwich  Union 5.o"o 

Northern  Assurance      .   .    1.500 

— ,    King  CO.,  fr  bldg: 
American,  Pa.  ........  $650 

28,    Kittitas,  slaughter  house: 
N.  Y.  Underwriters    .   .   .  $r,ooo 

24.    Snohomish  CO.,  barn  &  conts: 
Pheni.x,  Br $600 

11.  Near  Seattle,  br  dwg: 
■     Sun,  London $3,750 

II.    Seattle,  fr  dwg  and  conts; 

Home.  N.  Y *  3.000 

National.  Hartford      .   .      3,500 

Royal 10,000 

London  Assurance    .  .  .     5.000 
North  British 5,000 

1,  Tacoma.  fr  dwg: 

Home,  N.,Y $800 

3.    Seattle,  hhld  funii : 

Scottish  Union $1,294 

26.    Seattle,  fr  bldg: 

Scottish  Union     $1,000 

2.  La  Conner,  general  tire : 

Palatine $1,000 

Orient 500 

Western 750 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .      631 

S.  La  Conner,  planing  mill  con- 
tents: 

Orient $707 

II     Seattle,  school  bldg: 

Royal *Soo 

10.    Seattle,  fr  store  bldg: 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  $5,000 
19.    "Winlock,  fr  dwg : 

London  &  Lancashire  ,  .   .  $950 

21.  Palouse,  fr  slaughter  house : 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $1,000 

22.  Spokane,  fr  dwg: 
Phoenix,  Hartford  .   .   .   .$i,o(o 

14.  Snoqualimie,  dwg  and  fr  bldg 
and  conts : 

North  German $500 

Ins,  Co.  North  America  ,   .    567 


6.    Olympia,  fr  dwg: 
Commercial  Union     ....  $650 

— .    Sprague,  bam,  etc, : 

Norwich  Union $600 

24.    Skagit  CO.,  hop  kiln: 

Norwich  Union     $1,235 

— .    Lewis  CO.,  hop  kiln : 

Royal     $1,650 

— .    Seattle,  dwg: 

Koyal $500 

28.    Yakima  CO.,  stock  of  meats: 

Royal     $1,000 

5.  Spokane,  hhld  furni  and  fr 
dwg: 

Lancashire     $2,150 

London  Assurance  ....    1,600 

4.    Seattle,  dwg  and  furni : 
Milwaukee  Mechanics  .   .  $i,(-oo 

— (Aug.)    Lowell,  lumber: 
Westchester $1,000 

15.    Ballard,  dwg  and  conts: 
St.  Paul $1,000 

15.  Seattle,  dwg: 

St.  Paul $500 

Losses  under  $500  .   .   .   .$13,324 
Total  Washington    .  $98,755 
* 
Oregon. 
2.    Portland,  f r  store  bldg : 

Hartford ■    .   .  $   750 

Norwich  Union 1.000 

— .    Conlitz  CO.,  dwg  and  conts: 
Firemans  Fund $500 

16.  Albany,  hop  kiln : 

Sun,  London $540 

12.    Portland,  dwg: 

Sun,  London $700 

25.    Portland,  hotel  bldg : 

Scottish  Union $757 

4.    Portland,  horses  and  wagons : 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .$1,000 
II.    Woodstock,  fr  dwg: 

Home  Mutual $i.5iS 

2.    Hood  River,  fr  dwg : 

Home  Mutual $&oo 

Losses  under  $500    ....  $4,370 
Total  Oregon  .   .   .$11,935 

COLOK.-VDO. 

27.    Durango,  smelter: 

Alliance $1,500 

Manchester 1,500 

Palatine 2,500 

Atlas  , 1.200 

4.    Palmer  Lake,  fr  dwg : 
Svea $1,229 

— .    Denver,  br  bldg : 
Svea $1,000 


6.    Leadville,  quartz  mill : 

Imperial $2,000 

National,  Hartford    .   .   .    1,554 

Losses  under  $500    .   .   .   .$1,519 

Total  Colorado    .   .  $14,002 

* 

Montana. 

12.    Butte,  dwg  and  furni : 

National,  Hartford    ....  $728 
30.    i.\ug.)    Billings,  fr  dwg: 

Caledonian     $765 

— .    Great  Falls,  fr  dwg  &  conts : 

Home,  N.  Y $1,125 

ig,    Kalispel.  boarding  house: 

Continental $500 

Losses  under  $500    .  .   .   .$1,583 
Total  Montana  .   .   .  $4,701 


iD.iHO. 

15.    Pocatello,  dwg: 

-IStna     $   500 

Hartford 1.000 

— .    Idaho  CO.,  barn  and  conts: 
Phenix,  Brooklyn $950 

24.    Blackfoot.  br  flour  mill : 

Phoenix,  Hartford $500 

Hartford 500 

II.  .  Nez  Perces  co.,  fr  dwg  and 
conts: 
Phoenix,  Hartford   ....  $1,709 

Losses  under  $500 $540 

Total  Idaho    ,   .   .   .  $5,619 
* 
Utah. 
II.    Utah  CO..  farm  property : 

Continental $500 

5.    Honeyville.  fr  dwg  and  furni : 

Phenix,  Br $1,100 

2.    Honeyville,  fr  bldg  and  gen'l 
mdse.: 
Hartford $1,100 

4,  Washington  CO.,  bldgs,  bam 

and  conts: 

American,  Pa $600 

25.    Salt  Lake,  fr  dwg: 
Hartford $500 

23.    Salt  Lake,  quartz  mill : 
Sun,  London $2,500 

5.  Salt  Lake,  fr  dwg  and  bam : 
Palatine $702 

Losses  under  $500 I638 

Total  Utah     ....  $7,140 


ARIZONA. 

Losses  under  $500   .   . 


,  $1,100 


^^gS 
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Wyoming. 
8.    Canbriu,  mining  plant : 

Firemans  Fund $598 

Losses  under  $500 $453 

Total  Wyoming    .   .  $1,051 

New  Mexico. 
Losses  under  $500 $72 

* 

Nevada. 
22.    Wells,  general  tire : 

Liver'l  &  Lo'n.  &  Globe    .  $3,763 
24.    Humboldt  co.,  farm  property 

Continental $6ao 

■k- 

Alaska. 

— .    Fish  Station: 

Continental $6uo 

— .    Wyashik  River,  bldgs.  etc. : 

Palatine $1,750 

British  Columbia. 

2.    Vancouver,  fr  dwg : 

Hartford      $780 

17.    New  Westminster,  dwg  and 
contents : 

Ins.  Co.  Nortb  America  .    .  $7ou 
5.     Nanaimo,  dwg  and  conts: 

Scottisli  Union $1,043 

Losses  under  $500 $354 

Total  British  Col.    .  $2,877 
Total  outside  territory  .    .  $154,045 


California. 
24.    Butte  CO..  furui,  etc. : 
Firemans  Fund $500 

27.  Butte  CO.,  farm  property: 
Continental $1,300 

28.  Colusa,  hhld  furni : 

Royal $800 

7.     Kureka,  fr  dwg: 
Home,  N.  Y $700 

5.  Fresno,  frdwg: 

Sim,  London $1,100 

21.    Fruitvale.  dwg  and  conts: 
Providence-Washington  .  $1,450 

6.  Hauford,  stock  of  millinery: 
Home  Mutual $872 

20.    Hanford,  fr  dwg  conts ; 

Hartford $1,255 

13.    Fowler,  store  bldg  &  mdse: 

Home  Mutual $6(jo 

Scottish  Union 575 

13.  Knights  Ferry,  fr  saloon  and 
contents: 

Home  Mutual $1,168 


8.    Fowler,  frbldg: 
National.  Hartford    ....  $670 

21.  (Aug.)  Fresno  CO..  frdwg.  etc.; 
Pennsylvania $950 

— .    "Knights  Landing,  dwg  and 
barn: 
Norwich  Union $750 

22.  Haywards,  livery  stable  and 

contents: 

Firemans  Fund $i.Soo 

Milwaul^ee  Mechanics     .    i,ouu 
22.    Livermore,  hay  warehouse, 
etc. : 
Firemans  Fund     .   .   .    ,    .  $2,400 

Caledonian      2,000 

Manchester 1,000 

Home,  N.  Y 1,000 

Ins,  Co.  North  America    .    i.ooo 
Phcenix,  Hartford   ....       500 

Union,  London 1,500 

Continental 1,500 

Svea 500 

National,  Hartford    .   .   .    i.ooo 
Palatine 2.000 

20.  Livermore,  barn  and  conts: 
Home  Mutual $Soo 

— .    Linden,  dwg  and  conts  : 
Firemans  Fund $510 

— .    Merced  co.,  barn  and  conts : 
Phenix.  Br $2,300 

27,  Mendocino  CO.,  dwg,  barn  & 

contents: 
Phenix,  Br $500 

8.  Monterey  co..  hay  in  field: 
Caledonian $500 

S.    Los  Angeles,  f r  dwg : 
Connecticut $1,250 

28.  Lso  Angeles,  dwg  and  conts ; 
Phcenix,  London $800 

9.  Los  Angeles,  dwg.  bam  and 

contents: 
North  British $1,237 

30.     (Aug.)    Niles,  dwg: 
New  Zealand $1,200 

19.    Napa,  frdwg  and  conts: 
.Etna $605 

2.    Orland,  hotel  bldg: 

Firemans  Fund $1,750 

Hartford 655 

American  Central   ....       500 
St.  Paul 500 

30.  Oakland,  fr  dwg: 
Manchester $600 

21.  Oakland,  dwgs: 
Firemans  Fund $2,392 

31.  (Aug.)    Oakdale,  fr  dwg: 
North  British $750 

14.    Oroville,  dwg  and  furni: 

Royal $1,200 

North  British 950 


13     Oakdale,  fr  dw^: 

North  British $1,000 

23.    Paris,  general  tii'e : 

German-American      .   .   .  $2,250 

London  &  Loncashire  .   .      500 

Svea ■  .  .   .    1.250 

Manchester 500 

Firemans  Fund 500 

2.    Redding,  fr  livery  stable : 

Manchester $516 

13.  Plumas  CO..  barn,  hay  and 
cattle: 

Phenix,  Br $5,050 

— .  National  City.fr  store  bldg 
and  mdse : 

-Etna $noo 

2;!^.  Near  Redding,  fr  dwg  and 
contents: 

..Etna $550 

30.    Riverside,  dwg: 

Hamburg-Bremen  ....  $1,155 
iS.    Rocklin.  dwg  and  conLs : 

American,  N.  Y $700 

2.  Red  Bluff,  combined  harves- 
ter : 

Prussian  National  .  .  .$1,050 
— .    Riverside  co.,  br  bldgs : 

Phenix,  Br.  ......   ^  .  $1,500 

— .  Santa  Clara  co.,  barn  and 
contents: 

Phenix,  Brooklyn  ....  $1,050 
19.    San  Pedro,  planing  mill : 

Springfield  .......  $1,500 

National,  Hartford    .   .   .    1.500 

Ins.  Co.  North  America   .    1,100 

North  British i.ooo 

— .  ■  Solano  CO.,  barn  and  hay: 

Phenix,  Br $700 

18.  Stanislaus  co..  barn  and 
horses : 

Phenix,  Br $950 

II.    San  Luis  Obispo,  dwg: 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  .  .  $700 
27.    San  Rafael,  slaughter  house : 

Lion $500 

9.    St.  Helena,  brewery: 

Magdeburg      $i,uoo 

4.    Sonoma    co.,  barn,    hay    and 
horses : 
Phenix,  Br $575 

13.  San  Joaquin  co.,  farm  prop- 

erty : 

Continental $3,000 

30.  San  Bernardino  co.,  farm 
property : 

Continental $2,200 

2.    Solano  CO..  conts  of  barn : 
Hartford      $365 

14.  Shasta  co.,  hhld  furni : 
Royal $i,-Ji7 
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I.    San  Bonita  eo..  dwg: 

Firemans  Fund $   950 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .    2.^00 

5.  San  Jose,  planing    mill  and 

dwellings: 

Sun,  S.  F $1,500 

Royal     2.000 

Norwich  Union 500 

Greenwich 925 

North  British 2,925 

St.  Paul r.500 

Scottish  Union 1.415 

Northern  Assurance  .    .    .    i.ooo 

Atlas      1.353 

Alliance 3.000 

New  Zealand 1.500 

Lancashire 2,500 

Commercial  Union  ....      600 

Connecticut 964 

National,  Hartford    .   ,   .    r.300 

Springfield  .  . 457 

Palatine 7,000 

22.    San  Jose,  bos  factory: 
National,  Hartford    .   .    .  $1,000 
Alliance 750 

iS.    Sonoma  co..  bldg.  hops,  etc, : 
Palatine $507 

19.    Stockton,  fr  bldg  and  hay : 

Springfield     $750 

Lion 500 

9.    Sacramento,  fr  dwg  and  conts 
American.  N.  J .  $962 

6.  Sacramento,  fr  dwgs  &  barn: 
Sun,  London 12,550 

6.    Sacramento,  slaughter  house : 
Prussian  National        ...  4S85 

5.  Santa  Clara  CO..  fruit  trays: 
"Magdeburg $500 

28.    Sacramento,  fr  dwg : 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .  fr.ooo 
3.    Sacramento   co.,   barn.    hay. 
horses : 

Phenix.  Brooklyn $526 

9.    Sacramento  CO  .   fr  barn   and 
contents : 
Hartford      $550 

iS.    Sacramento,  mdse    and  fix- 
tures : 
Home.  N.  Y -$732 

I.    Near  Santa  Cruz,  dwg  &  eon- 
tents: 
Sun,  London $830 

17.     Shingle  Springs,  winery: 

Westchester $[.000 

Springfield 565 

Sun,  S.  F 1.130 

15.    Sao  Jose,  ladders: 
Firemans  Fund $500 

6.  Ventura,  dwg  and  conts: 
Phenix,  Br $1,000 


22.  Ventura  co.,  fr  dwg  &  conts : 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .  $2,000 

14.     Woodland,   fruit    dryer    and 
dwellinu : 

Sun.  Loudon $1,388 

Magdeburg 2,635 

North  British 600 

S.    Valley  Springs,  fr  hotel,  store 
and  mdse : 
Liver"  1  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .$   540 
Milwaukee  Mechanics      ■  1,000 

4.    Vallejo,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 
Livcr'lvt  Lon.  &  Globe    .   .  $76[ 

II.    Ventura  co.,  fr  dwg  &  conts: 
.Etna $1,770 

4.    Yuba  CO..  fr  dwg  and  conts: 
Manchester $1,500 

17.    Yuba  CO..  barn,  bldgs,  etc.: 
Phenix,  Br $638 

4.  Tehama  co..  farm  property: 
Continental $900 

6     Tulare  co. .  farm  property : 
Continental $1,160 

17.    Tehama  co  ,  farm  property: 
Continental $500 

5.  Vacaville.  general  fire : 

Transatlantic #   500 

Royal     1.999 

N.  Y.  Underwriters    .   .        1.500 

Atlas 500 

Alliance 500 

Ins.  Co.  North  America    .       600 

Palatine 2.000 

Pennsylvania 1.475 

Svea 500 

Home  Mutual 500 

London  &  Lancashire   .   ,      650 

Total  Cal..  S.  F.  ex.  $160,309 

San  Fr.ancisco. 
3.    Malt  house: 

Alliance  .  $547 

I.    Dwg  conts: 

Hartford      $950 

31.    (Aug.)  fr  dwg  and  conts: 

North  British $2,821 

3.    Mdse : 

Firemans  Fund $500 

6.  Chinese  mdse  and  cigar  fac- 

tory: 

Springfield      $   864 

Westchester      1.120 

Prussian  National  ....      S64 

Helvetia S64 

1 7.    fr  dwg : 
Connecticut $r,ooo 

23.  Mdse  &  stock  of  harness: 
Commercial  Union  .   .   .   .$1,655 

13.    Candy  store: 
Hamburg-Bremen $568 


29.    Br  bldg: 

Hamburg- Bremen    ....  $1,450 
I.    Dwg: 

Imperial $1,610 

Total  S.  F $14,813 

Losses  under  $500  ....  $49,759 
Total  California  .$224,881 
Total  Coast    .   .   .  $378,926 


Losses  by  Co.mpantes. 
Aachen  &  Munich     ....  $      270 

Atlas 3.778 

Alliance     9-303 

American,  Pa 3,688 

American  Ins.  Co  ,  N.  J.     .  1.2C9 

American  Central     ....  649 

American  of  N.  Y 938 

..Etna 7.230 

British  America  Assur.  Co.  84 

Broadway 270 

Caledonian 3.648 

Connecticut      4.410 

Comm,ercial  Union   ....  4,354 

Continental      14,260 

Firemens 58 

Firemans  Fund       16.463 

Franklin     2,367 

Fire  Association  of  Phila.  574 

German-American    ...  3,585 

Greenwich 925 

G'ermania 547 

Home  Mutual 11,160 

Hartford 14,805 

Hanover     1.781 

Hamburg-Bremen     ....  3,354 

Helvetia 864 

Home,  N.  Y.     8,378 

Imperial     4,566 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  America  4,198 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe      .  16.425 

London 7,409 

Lancashire 4.781 

London  &  Lancashire     .   .  8. 041 

Lion 1,744 

Magdeburg 4.581 

Milwaukee  Mechanics    .   .  5,375 

Manchester  Fire 7,232 

Northwestern  National    .  S,ooo 

North  German 2,809 

National.  Hartford  ....  14.102 

New  Zealand 4-479 

North  British  &  Mercantile  16,283 

Norwich  Union 10,159 

Northern 3i397 

Orient      1,734 

Phenix.  Br 23,085 

Pennsylvania 3-650 

Palatine 23,163 

Phoenix  of  London    ....  4,645 

Providence-Wash 2,140 

Phcenix  of  Hartford     .  .   .  4,607 

Patriotic 207 

Prussian  National    ....  4,653 
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Queen  Ins.  Co i)928 

Royal  Exchange 1,510 

Royal 24.638 

Svea     4.S94 

Scottisli  Union  tfc  National 9.764 

St.  Paul ^  .   .  3,995 

Springlieia 4,386 

Sun,  S.  F 2.630 

Sun,  London     13.858 

Transatlantic     1,330 

Underwriters 2,500 

Union  Assurance    Society 1,625 

United  Firemens .  135 

Westchester 3,418 

Western  Assurance  Co 1,714 


MontUy  Pacific  Coast  Fire  Insurance  Losses. 

Month  1895  1S94  1S93 

January $240,720  $406,024  $367,760 

February   ....        292,676  491-475  277.968 

March 297.927  381,308  340,866 

-  First  quarter  .    .  $831,323  $1,278,807  $986,594 

April 477,235  459.131  392,633 

May     209,059  3^7,783  357.970 

June     616,805  302,175  454.257 

Second  quarter  .  $1,303,099       $1.089, C89        $1,204,860 

First  six  mouths    $2,134,422       $2,367,896        $2,191,454 

July     518,159  430.263  968,579 

August 501,829  542,056  646,829 

Sept 378,926  781,363  525,191 

Third  quarter  .   .  $1,398,914       $1,753,682       $2,140,602 

Coast  Losses. 

Compared  with  last  year's  figures  up  to 
date  San  Francisco  losses  have  increased 
$150,000  or  35  per  cent.  Losses  in  the  state 
outside  of  the  city  have  decreased  $135,000; 
losses  in  the  state  as  a  whole  have  therefore 
increased  about  *i5,ooo.  Losses  in  Oregon  are 
the  same,  excepting  the  big  iire  in  Portland: 
in  fact,  they  are  $338,000  less.  Losses  in 
Washington  are  $30,000  less.  Losses  in  Idaho 
are  $90,000  or  65  per  cent.  less.  Losses  in 
Utah  are  $20,000  more.  Nevada  losses  are 
about  the  same.  As  a  whole,  Pacific  Coast 
losses  are  $350,000  less,  despite  hard  times 
and  alleged  overinsurances.  Doubtless  there 
has  been  underinsurance  with  resultant  care. 

At  a  meeting  of  negroes  in  Chicago  last 
week  an  incendiary  resolution  was  adopted, 
to  the- effect  that  "  the  torch  "  should  be  ap- 
plied in  those  Southern  towns  and  cities 
which  permit  "lynch  law."  Perhaps  this 
sentiment  accounts  for  many  of  the  fires  in 
the  South. 

A  bicycle  academy  iu  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  was 
burned  last  week.     The  loss  was  $40,000. 


The  Blake  Case. 

Dr.  Chas.  E.  Blake  of  San  Francisco,  who 
for  a  time  was  chief  medical  examiner  for  the 
National  Life  Insurance  Co.  of  Vermont  in 
this  department,  had  two  $10,000  policies  in 
the  company.  The  premium  on  one  of  them 
fell  due  on  December  26,  1894,  Dr.  Blake 
called  on  Manager  Stolp  on  that  day,  and 
asked  him  if  he  would  not  accept  his  note  for 
the  premium.  Mr.  Stolp  replied  that  the 
company  would  not  accept  the  note  because 
there  was  not  a  sufficient  reserve  on  the  pol- 
icy ;  and  that  he  personally  could  not  accept 
the  note  at  that  time,  and  advance  the  money 
himself. 

Mr.  Blake  went  away  with  the  remark  that 
it  was  "all  right,"  and  that  he  would  try  to 
raise  the  money  in  a  few  days.  On  December 
29  Manager  Stolp  began  work  on  his  report  to 
the  company.  Mr.  Fred  Stolp  called  on  Dr. 
Blake,  to  learn  whether  he  wished  to  and  was 
able  to  renew  his  policy.  The  doctor  told  him 
he  could  not  pay  the  premium  except  by  note. 
The  proffered  note  was  again  refused.  Man- 
ager Stolp  forw-arded  his  rejMrt  to  the  home 
office  on  December  30.  and  Dr.  Blake's  prem- 
ium was  carried  to  the  arrearage  column. 

On  January  15  Manager  Stolp  made  up,  his 
half-monthly  report,  but  before  sending  it  he 
again  saw  Dr.  Blake.  The  doctor  again  said 
he  would  try  to  raise  the  amount  of  the  prem- 
ium within  a  few  days.  The  half-monthly  re- 
port was  sent  on.  with  Dr.  Blake's  premium 
still  in  the  arrearage  column.  On  January 
19  the  doctor  called  at  the  office  of  the  Na- 
tional Life  iu  regard  to  the  policy.  He  was 
informed  that  he  would  have  to  present  a 
certificate  of  good  health  before  the  prem- 
ium would  be  accepted.  Dr.  Blake  laughingly 
remarked  that  he  was  in  pretty  good  health, 
but  that  he  would  fix  the  matter  up  within 
a  day  or  two. 

One  hour  after  this  conversation  Dr.  Blake 
died.  The  company  paid  Mrs.  Blake  $10,000. 
the  amount  of  the  first  policy,  but  refused  to 
pay  the  second  policy  on  the  ground  of  forfeit- 
ure by  failure  to  pay  the  premium. 

The  attorneys  for  the  defendant  contended 
that  as  the  company  had  before  accepted  the 
doctor's  notes  for  premiums,  and  the  same 
had  been  paid  liy  professional  services  to  the 
company,  Manager  Stolp  should  have  again  ac- 
cepted the  note.  The  instructions  of  the  court, 
however,  indicate  that  the  issue  depends  on 
the  meaning  of  the  arrearage  entries.  Were 
they  a  mere  matter  of  record,  or  did  they  I'ou- 
stitute  an  extension  of  time;  The  case  will 
be  carried  to  the  supreme  court. 
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Marine  Items. 
Oui-  marine  underwriters  have  two  causes 
of  complaint  on  their  operations  since  Janu- 
ary I,  last.  Through  lack  of  business  and 
competition  their  receipts  have  fallen  off  con- 
siderably, and  los^s  have  been  heavy  on  risks 
which  all  consider  desirable,  consequently  are 
keenly  sought  after  at  low  rates.  Most  com- 
panies make  a  specialty  of  steamer  business, 
and  in  their  efforts  to  get  it  have  brought  the 
rates  down  to  such  a  low  figure  that  one 
heavy  loss  will  wipe  out  the  year's  premiums. 
A  new  hazard  is  being  accepted  by  some  ma- 
rine companies  which  should  not  be  assumed, 
and  if  it  becomes  general  will  demoralize  ma- 
rine insurance.  The  usual  conditions  are  to 
cover  from  the  time  the  goods  are  laden  on 
board  the  vessel  and  continue  until  safely 
lauded.  Gradually  the  risk  has  been  extend- 
ed by  some  companies  to  cover  from  the  time 
the  goods  Ifiivfj  the  store  or  warehouse  and 
continue  for  forty-eight  hours  after  landing. 
This  has  been  increased  by  some,  and  their 
IMlicies  made  to  continue  in  force  until  deliv- 
ered to  the  consignee  at  their  store.  Of 
course  this  is  a  great  advantage  to  the  in- 
sured, as  it  saves  them  the  short  i-ate  prem- 
ium for  fire  insurance  while  in  the  warehouse. 
Importations  from  foreign  countries  are  gen- 
erally sent  to  bonded  warehouses  and  taken 
out  by  owners  as  required.  Therefore  the 
assured  under  a  marine  policy  covering  until 
delivered  to  their  store  .save  the  following  per 
centage  of  fire  premiums  on  warehouse  risk, 
based  upon  a  goc  "„'  rate,  viz  : 

For    30  days i8c  ^-'o 

For    60  days 27c  % 

For    go  days 360  % 

For  120  days 45c  % 

If  marine  companies  continue  to  offer  such 
extra  inducements,  the  day  is  not  very  far 
distant  when  their  policies  will  be   made   to 

cover  '•  from  the  store  or  warehouse  at , 

thence  per to  ,   and   to  continue 

whether  in  warehouse  or  store  at until 

sold.  Held  covei-ed  if  sold  but  not  delivered 
until  the  assured  has  received  payment  for 
such  sale  wherever  the  goods  hereby  insured 
may  be  shipped  by  rail,  steamer  or  sail." 

The  purely  jnarine  companies  are  author- 
ized to  transact  a  marine  business  only,  and 
where  they  extend  the  conditions  of  their 
policies  to  cover  ./ire  hazard  on  shore  they  not 
only  exceed  the  powers  of  their  charter  but 
decidedly  transact  a  business  not  authorized 
by  our  insurance  commissioner. 

The  following  list  of  total  losses,  as  pub- 
lished in  our  daily   papers,   is   a   heavy  drain 


upon  our  companies,  and  without  any  more 
for  the  balance  of  the  year  means  a  loss  to  in- 
surers on  this  .year's  business: 

Schooner  Samson,  total,  insured  for  $10,000. 

Bark  California,  total. 

Steamer  Cyclone,  burned  on  Puget  Sound; 
insured  for  #3,500. 

Steamer  Kihialani,  ex  Daisy  Kimball,  total ; 
insured  for  S35,ooo. 

Steamer  Vancouver,  total,  near  Victoria,  B. 
C.  ;  insured  for  $3,500. 

Schooner  Geo.  Peabody,  total ;  insured  for 
$4,000. 

Steamer  Spokane,  total  by  fire  ;  insured  for 
$5,000. 

Steamer  Velos,  off  Vancouver  coast,  total. 

Steamer  Buckeye,  on  Puget  Sound,  total. 

Schooner  Robert  &  Minnie,  near  Sinslaw, 
total. 

Steamer  Pete,  ex   Surprise,  total. 

Schooner  C.  G.  White,  total. 

Bark  Ardencintha,  Puget  Sound,  total. 

Ship  Fjeld,  from  England  for  San  Diego, 
missing. 

Schooner  Walter  A.  Earle,  total. 

Tug  Mogul,  total. 

Schooner  Volcano,  total. 

Schooner  Kodiak.  total;  insured  for  $8,500. 

Bark  Templar,  total. 

Steamer  Colima,  total;  cargo  insured  for 
$85,000. 

Schooner  Rose  Olsen,  total ;  insured  for 
$.8,000. 

Steamer  Anna  M.  Pence,  total;  insured  for 
$4,000. 

Ship  Arabia,  off  Cape  Horn,  total ;  cargo 
partly  insured  here  for  .$61,802. 

Steamer  Portland,  near  Dundas  Island, 
total. 

Ship  Raphael,  near  Karluk,  total ;  cargo  in- 
sured for  $30,000,  vessel  for  $12,000. 

Schooner  James  Townsend,  total. 

Bark  Beppe,  from  Androssan  for  San  Fran- 
cisco, burned  at  sea. 

Steamer  Bawnmore,  total;  vessel  insured 
for  $90,000  and  cargo  $8g.ooo. 

Steamer  Belgic,  ashore  at  Yokohama. 

Ship  Star  of  Austria,  missing. 

Ship  Lord  Spencer,  missing. 

Schooner  Ak'alde,  total. 

Steamer  Humboldt,  total ;  vessel  insured 
for  $25,000. 

Steamer  Chilcat,  total;  vessel  insured  for 
$20,000,  cargo  for  $11,000. 

The  above  losses  amount  to  $505,302,  and  it 
can  be  safely  estimated  for  those  not  re- 
ported, unknown  and  many  partial  claims, 
that  it  will  amount  to  at  least  $500  000,  or  in 
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all,  $1,000,000  on  oui-  past  niue  months"  mai'iiie 
business.  In  1894  the  aggi'egate  grvoss  maTiue 
premium  receipts  of  all  companies  amounted 
to  *i. 113. 840.90,  and  losses  paid  thei'eunder 
were  $418,106.22.  There  is  no  doubt  but  what 
the  gross  income  on  current  year'5  business 
will  be  much  below  Si.ooo.aoo,  and  at  present 
time  of  writing  (September  30th)  with  say 
$1,000,000  of  known  and  estimated  losses, 
some  unpleasant  and  unsatisfactory  figures 
will  be  filed  with  our  commissioners  showing 
the  operation  of  our  companies  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1895. 

Since  writing  the  above,  news  has  been  re- 
ceived of  a  disastrous  cyclone  which  raged  for 
four  days  and  swept  along  the  coast  from 
Tehauntipec  toGuaymas.  The  schooner  Czar, 
owned  and  insured  here,  was  wrecked  at  La 
Paz,  The  steamer  Manual  Dublan  is  report- 
ed missing,  and  several  steamers  trading  in 
the  Gulf  of  California  are  overdue,  and  gra\-e 
fears  are  felt  as  to  their  safety.  Several  sail- 
ing vessels  from  this  port.  "Humboldt  and 
Puget  Sound,  bound  for  Mexican  and  Central 
American  ports,  no  doubt  were  caught  in  this 
cyclone,  and  we  can  expect  to  hear  of  disaster 
to  some  of  them. 


The  Sitaation  in  San  Francisco. 

The  outlook  in  San  Francisco  has  a  deepen- 
ing shade.  Not  satisfied  with  rate-cutting 
and  the  payment  of  excessive  commissions, 
several  offices,  as  we  are  infoi'med,  have  been 
writing  policies  at  cut  rates  dated  several 
mouths  ahead.  The  demoralizing  conditions 
of  1895  are  therefore,  by  these  special  con- 
tracts, in  a  fair  way  to  be  guaranteed  for  1896 
and  perhaps  longer. 

One  office,  it  is  said,  has  written  polices  at 
cut  rates,  with  excessive  commissions,  dated 
May,  1896.  This  is  indeed  discouraging.  All 
efforts  to  restore  the  conditions  of  profitable 
underwriting  must  inevitably  fail  if  such  in- 
defensible and  suicidal  practices  be  not  imme- 
diated  stopped. 

One  need  not  be  a  prophet  to  foretell  the 
unhappy  consequences  of  such  rash  under- 
writing. The  broker  will  rule  and  ruin:  and 
armed  with  contracts  to  write  months  ahead 
of  expirations,  and  long  term  at  that,  he  will 
"  go  the  rounds  ■'  with  an  offer  of  stacks  of 
risks  to  the  highest  bidder.  It  will  then  be 
little  consolation  to  the  conservative  under- 
writer to  reflect  that  the  bi-oker  has  "sold 
out  "  the  speculative  author  of  such  practices 
by  placing  with  a  higher  bidder  all  this  ille- 
gitimately acquired  business. 


Life  Insurance  Taxes  are  Extortionate, 

Au  annual  average  of  over  $7,000  for  each 
life  company  for  merely  receiving,  examining 
and  publishing  its  statement,  valuing  its  pol- 
icies, licensing  its  agents  and  examining  it 
once  on  an  average  every  f^ve  years,  by  its 
home  department,  seems  exorbitant.  This 
does  not  arise  from  extravagance  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  insurance  departments,  as  the 
salaries  paid  are  generally  too  low,  but  on 
account  of  the  fact  that  the  greater  part  of 
the  sum  collected  is  turned  over  to  the  state 
treasury  of  the  several  states.  Some  part  of 
this  is  no  doubt  proper  enough,  as  a  set-off  to 
rent,  printing  and  other  items  furnished  free 
by  the  state  to  the  insurance  department,  but 
still  there  is  a  large  balance  over  and  above 
all  proper  charges,  that  can  be  considered  in 
no  other  light  than  a  corporation  tax  for  the 
privilege  of  doing  business,  which  necessarily 
resolves  itself  in  an  indirect  tax  collected 
from  the  insured  for  the  iirivilege  of  exercis- 
ing thrift  and  foresight  in  providing  for  those 
dependent  on  them.  A  tax  on  premiums  is 
indirectly  a  tax  on  the  widow  and  oi-phau. 
growing  out  of  the  selfishness  of  the  ordinary 
tax-payer,  and  is  fostered  by  demagogues.  It 
should  be  abolished  entirely.  —Ins.  Supt.  Dur- 
fee.  Illinois. 

Excess  Commissions.— The  contract  will  be 
allowed  to  run  until  the  company  have  gotten 
your  business  and  expirations  on  their  books, 
then  they  will  give  you  the  alternative  of 
coming  down  to  the  standard  legitimate  com- 
mission or  lose  the  agency  and  having  it  go  in- 
to the  hands  of  your  competitors,  who  will 
cheerfully  accept  it  at  a  legitimate  commission 
after  you  have  built  up  a  magnificent  line  of 
expirations. — Firemaus  Fund  Record. 


Ontario.  Cal..  boasts  of  "  not  a  fire  in  twelve 
months.** 


Tae  editor  of  Blu3-aad-Gold  i.s  engaged  on  a  prob- 
lem. It  is :  how  to  refer  to  the  insurance  press  col- 
lectively without  referring  to  the  Insurance  Press 
individually.  Editor  Webster  should  volflnteer 
bis  aid. 

Soleless.— Peru's  congress  has  under  considera- 
tion a  bill  requiring  foreign  life  ofMces  to  deposit 
with  the  banks  of  the  republic  50,000  soles  in  gov- 
ernment bouds.  This  would  probably  mean  50,000 
soles  lost. 

His  Brother  Clerk  is  in  San  Francisco.  —  It  may 
be  that  it  is  dyspepsia,  but  it  is  certain  that  Billy 
Banta,  as  a  vei^-  few  call  him,  can  be  as  ugly  and 
as  cross-grained  a  man  as  one  ever  meets  one  day. 
and  the  next  day  quite  the  reverse.— The  Insurance 
Press. 
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Marine  Losses. 

According  to  a  recent  compilation  by  Lloyd's 
Register  the  merchant  navies  which  have  a 
total  of  a  million  or  more  tons  are  those  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  the  British  Colonies,  the 
United  States,  Pi'ance,  Germany  and  Norway. 
The  average  percentage  of  loss  in  1894  was  2.3 
per  cent,  of  steamers  and  5.5  per  cent,  of  sail- 
ing vessel.  In  the  number  of  abandoned,  miss- 
ing and  foundered  ships  the  United  Kingdom 
shows  a  steady  decline. 


The  Lloyds. 


A  prominent  New  YorK  underwriter  in- 
forms the  Coast  Review  that  there  are  seven- 
ty-two Lloyds  in  New  York,  and  of  these,  ac- 
cording to  the  statement  of  one  of  the  man- 
agers, onlj-  five  are  perfectly  sound  and  trust- 
worthy, with  coin  and  honorable  men  behind 
their  contracts.  There  are,  besides,  six  Lloyds 
which  have  good  men  in  charge,  with  fairly 
good  subscribers.  They  can  be  trusted,  with 
some  degi'ee  of  qualification.  The  remaining 
sixty-one  Lloyds  are  wholly  unreliable.  They 
are  "skin  games,"  with  "dead  beat"  man- 
agers. 

Limiting  the  Hi|:ht  of  Bnlldlnfs. 

The  board  of  supervisors  of  San  Francisco 
has  under  consideration  a  proposed  ordinance 
limiting  the  hight  of  buildings.  Petitions 
for  and  ag;>inst  the  measure  have  been  filed. 
Chief  Sullivan  of  the  fire  department  has 
urged  the  enactment  of  an  ordinance  limiting 
the'  hight  of  new  buildings  to  130  feet  on  Mar- 
ket street  and  to  100  feet  on  other  streets. 
It  seems  to  us  that  iVIr.  Sullivan  could  employ 
his  time  better,  from  a  fire  protection  point 
of  view,  by  protesting  against  the  real  fire 
traps,  less  than  100  feet  high,  now  being  or 
which  may  hereafter  be  erected  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. There  are  far  worse  hazards  than  a 
fire-proof  sky-scraper. 

There  is  much  to  be  said  for  and  against 
these  lofty  buildings.  The  fire  chiefs  say 
that  in  the  event  of  fire  the  upper  stories  are 
inaccessible  to  the  firemen.  The  builders 
say  such  buildings  are  necessarily  fire-proof. 
They  would  not  otherwise  pay  as  investments. 
If  a  fire  should  break  out  in  the  upper  stories, 
it  would  burn  slowly,  and  could  be  easily  ex- 
tinguished from  the  stand-pipes.  All-night 
elevators  would  carry  the  firemen  to  the 
burning  story.  If  a  fire  should  break  out  in 
an  adjoining  building,  the  flames  could  be  at- 
tacked with  great  advantage  from  the  win- 
dows or  roof  of   the  sky-scraper.     The  huge 


walls  of  the  great  building  would  interpose 
barriers  which  no  flames  could  leap. 

The  other  side  argue  that  the  big  building, 
in  case  of  Are,  would  become  a  huge  chimney 
belching  fire  and  showering  fire-brands  on 
roofs  for  blocks  around.  The  building,  too,  is 
declared  to  be  unsanitary  because  it  increases 
the  shade  area  and  deprives  its  neighbors  of 
sunshine.  This  objection,  however,  could  be 
urged  against  the  ordinary  70-foot  building  as 
compared  with  its  40-foot  neighbor. 

The  principal  objections  to  the  sky-scraper 
are  probably  inspired  by  the  owners  of  rook- 
eries and  by  speculators  in  real  estate.  The 
modern  lofty  building  reduces  the  rents  (and 
thei-efore  the  value)  of  the  old  stair-climbing 
building:  and  concentrating  values  in  a  limit- 
ed area  it  reduces  the  value  of  down-town 
real  estate  generally.  Years  ago,  the  Coast 
Review,  a  pioneer  in  opposing  the  sky-scrap- 
ers from  an  underwriters'  point  of  view, 
warned  down-town  realty-owners  that  the 
10  and  15  story  buildings  would  depreciate,  or 
at  least  check  the  appreciation,  of  their  prop- 
erties. Now  the  real  estate  men  have  wak- 
ened up  and  learned  something. 

As  to  the  fire  hazard  of  the  fire-proof  sky- 
scraper, our  views  have  been  somewhat  modi- 
fied, though  it  must  be  admitted  that  the 
question  has  never  been  settled  by  a  fire.  As 
to  the  general  effect  on  business  realty,  and 
therefore,  in  some  degree,  on  fire  premiums, 
our  views,  of  course,  have  undergone  no 
change. 

The  board  of  supervisors  would  better  de- 
vote some  of  its  siluriau  wisdom,  however,  to 
a  consideration  of  the  fire  hazard  of  smaller 
buildings.  We  invite  their  attention  to  the 
exteriorly  handsome  and  interiorly  combus- 
tible Parrott  building  on  Market  street. 
Chief  Sullivan  of  the  fire  department  is  in- 
cluded in  this  invitation. 

The  first  two  floors  of  this  building  are  al- 
leged fire  proof.  The  remaining  five  are  of 
ordinary  construction,  with  wooden  joists  and 
plaster  partitions.  At  the  present  writing 
this  long  building,  with  several  stores  be- 
neath, has  not  a  single  brick  partition.  Would 
not  a  fire  in  such  a  building  be  harder  to  han- 
dle, and  threaten  greater  destruction  to  the 
city,  than  a  fire  in  a  fire-proof,  terra-cotta- 
ceiled  sky-scraper  ;  The  board  of  supervisors 
and  Mr.  Sullivan  should  be  more  consistent. 

The  Latest. — Since  the  foregoing  was  put 
in  type  the  supervisors  have  agreed  on  an 
ordinance  fixing  the  limit  at  130  feet  on 
streets  with  a  width  of  100  feet  or  more,  and 
a  limit  of  100  feet  on  the  narrower  streets. 
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The  Bankers  Alliance  of  Los  Angeles. 

Reckless  Writing— Incompetent  Management 
Impaired   Eisks   Accepted  — Unscrupulous 
Solicitors  Employed— Heaping  jjp  Liabil- 
ities—Rates are  too  Low— The  Mortality 
Cost  Will  Make  Trouble. 
The  Bankers  Alliance  of  Los  Angeles  is  an 
assessment,    life     and     accident     association, 
modeled  somewliat  after  the   plan   of   a   more 
conservative  Iowa  society,  and  organized  and 
managed  by  men  who  are  not  practical  under- 
writers.    The  Los  Angeles  people,  apparently, 
have  given  the  Bankers  Alliance  a  boost. be- 
cause it  is  a  local   enterprise.     The   southern 
Californians   are   enthusiastic    supporters    of 
home  enterprises,  but,  as  is  too  often  the  case, 
their  enthusiasm  has  outstripped  their  good 
sense. 

The  original  organizers  of  the  Bankers  Alli- 
ance have  been  deposed.  The  present  man- 
agers, though  they  may  be  less  culpable,  are 
not  above  suspicion.  "General"  Johnson, 
the  president,  is  probably  a  figurehead.  Sec- 
retary Russell  was  formerly  connected  with 
a  Sau  Francisco  endowment  association,  now 
dead  and  forgotten.  Not  a  soul  connected 
with  the  management  is  an  actuary  or  an  ex- 
perienced life  insurance  man,  yet  the  associa- 
tion reels  oft'  new  plans  and  assumes  extra- 
ordinary liabilities  with  the  seeming  couii- 
dence  of  experienced  underwriters  and  care- 
ful financiers. 

Some  time  ago  the  Coast  Review  made  the 
unchallenged  assertion  that  the  Los  Angeles 
association  was  promising  more  than  it  could 
deliver.  The  '-law"  of  mortality  and  the 
average  of  accidents  both  make  it  impossible 
for  the  Bankers  Alliance  to. fulfill  its  con- 
tracts with  its  certificate-holders. 

Since  organized  the  Bankers  Alliance  has 
adjusted  and  re-adjusted  its  rates,  which  it 
discovered  were  too  low.  They  are  still  too 
low.  But  even  if  its  new  rates  corre-sixinded 
to  the  American  experience  table,  they  would 
be  inadequate  because  there  is  no  sufficient 
i-eserve  to  meet  the  liabilities  incurred  by  the 
previous  low  rates.  The  claims  under  the  old 
certificates  will  mature  in  time,  and  there 
will  be  no  reserve  fund  to  pay  them,  and  the 
"new  blood"  members  will  not  consent  to 
pay  extra  assessments  to  pay  claims  of  the 
"old  blood"  members. 

Heretofore  the  Coast  Review  has  been  con- 
tent to  allow  the  Bankers  Alliance  to  amend 
its  plans  and  rates,  and  struggle  on  towards 
.some  degree  of  solvency.  It  promised  a  good 
deal,  it  is  true,  but  thei'e  was  some  indication 


of  a  leaning  toward  conservative  methods. 
But  there  has  been  an  unfavorable  change  in 
the  policy  of  the  management.  Foolish  ambi- 
tion has  usurped  a  modest  one.  The  domestic 
cat  has  been  transformed  into  a  "wildcat." 
The  managers,  apparently,  have  preferred  a 
glittering  temporary  success  to  plain,  endur- 
ing prosperity.  They  are  spreading  their 
agencies  in  distant  states,  and  are  framing 
their  contracts  to  catch  gudgeons.  Future 
claims  are  ignored  so  long-  as  present  "prosper- 
ity" can  be  gained. 

The  Coast  Review  wonders  if  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Bankers  Alliance  is  striving  to 
emulate  the  defunct  Bankers  &  Merchants  of 
San  Francisco  and  Mutual  Benefit  of  New 
York,  by  creating  a  big  reserve  fund  which 
can  not  be  found  in  the  day  of  dissolution.  Is 
this  the  explanation  of  the  recent  reckless 
business  i 

The  Bankers  Alliance  has  appointed  to  a 
responsible  managerial  position  one  Mouser, 
who  has  been  discarded  by  the  regular  life 
insurance  companies.  Mr.  Mouser' s  reputa- 
tion is  bad,  as  the  managers  of  the  Los  Ange- 
les scheme  must  have  known.  He  will  leave 
them  a  pretty  legacy  of  trouble. 

Recently  the  Bankers  Alliance  wrote  two 
notoriously  impaired  risks  in  Oakland,  Cal. 
These  risks  had  been  turned  down  by  several 
life  insurance  companies.  Even  the  St.  Paul 
company  which  makes  a  specialty  of  rejected 
risks  refused  to  insure  one  of  these  men.  But 
the  Los  Angeles  company  insured  them, 
thi'ough  the  agency,  as  we  are  informed,  of 
3o\\n  D.  Mouser.  •  How  many  more  of  such 
impaired  risks  have  been  recently  loaded  on 
the  back  of  this  Los  Angeles  camel  I  Through 
whose  official  connivance  has  this  been  done' 
The  certificate-holders  should  find  out. 

The  Coast  Review  feels  that  it  is  tiine  to 
warn  the  public  against  the  Bankers  Alliance 
of  Los  Angeles— against  its  management  as 
reckless  and  incompetent,  and  against  its  con- 
tracts as  impossible  of  fulfillment. 

Not  Good  for  $63.— The  JElna,  Fire  Lloyds  (Nu- 
gent &  Tyndall,  attorneys)  recently  gave  a  if6j 
check  to  an  "esteemed  contemporary"  in  settle- 
ment of  an  advertising  bill.  The  cheek  came  back 
from  the  bank  marked  N.  G.  —  N.  Y.  Press.  We 
note  the  ^tna  Fire  Lloyds  ad.  appeared  in  the 
Spectator  of  Sept.  i2,  but  not  in  the  next  issue. 

The  TJniversal  Mercantile  Schedule  is  good  enough 
(or  us.  It  makes  the  poor  risk  pay  for  its  delicien- 
eies,  and  pleases  the  man  who  has  erected  a  good 
safe  building.  If  it  was  ri^'idly  applied,  while  it 
would  create  an  outcry  at  first,  it  would  induce  the 
erection  of  better  buildings,  and  ultimately  elimi- 
nate the  conflagration  hazard.— Oriental. 
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John  D.  Monser. 

A  NoTumous  "  Twisteh  "  Who  Asks  the  Court 
TO  Fkee  Him  fuom  Cheditobs  —  He  Owes 
Thousands  of  Dollars  for  Advances,  and 
Can  no  Longer  Obtain  Employment  from 
Life  Insuranc'E  Companies  —  Now  He  is 
Working  for  an  Assessment  Company. 

John  D.  Mouser,  a  well  and  utifavoi-ably 
known  life  insurance  solicitor,  now  active- 
ly engaged  in  "twisting"  policies  into 
the  Bankers'  Alliance  of  Los  Angeles,  has 
tiled  a  petition  in  insolvency.  His  princi- 
pal creditors  are  the  life  insurance  compan- 
ies (or  their  Coast  managers)  for  whom 
he  has  been  soliciting  business.  The  money 
is  due  for  advances  in  excess  of  the  commis- 
sions paid  on  business  \Yritten.  Mr.  Mouser 
confesses  to  owing ,$4. 102.40,  though  just  how 
much  more  he  owes  he  would  not  care  to  put 
on  the  court  record.  Among  creditors  he 
did  not  mention  is  his  washerwoman,  to  whom 
he  is  indebted    some  -?6o,  so  we  are  informed. 

This  Mouser  appears  to  be  misnamed.  Isn't 
'he  what  the  boys  call  "a  bird"?  If  we 
are  rightly  informed.  Mouser  has  an  alleged 
"insurance  bureau,"  whereby  he  hopes  to 
learn  the  names  of  ixilicyholders  and  "twist  " 
them  into  other  companies,  by  systematic 
misrepresentation.  His  skill  in  this  direction 
is  the  result  of  years  of  practice. 

The  arguments  he  uses  ma.v  be  imagined. 
He  is  aftei'  a  commission,  and  is  not  overly 
troubled  by  scruples  arising  from  the  fact 
that  he  has  been  paid  and  overpaid  for  secur- 
ing the  same  business  for  some  other  company. 
This  Mouser  seems  to  have  found  a  congenial 
place  in  the  back  yard  of  the  Bankers  Alli- 
ance of  Los  Angeles. 

Mr.  Mouser  confesses  to  the  ownership  of 
SiSO  worth  of  clothing  and  other  personal 
effects,  and  this  small  sum  is  the  extent  of 
his  assets. 

Mr.  Mouser  has  made  so  bad  a  record  in  this 
field,  as  a  life  insurance  solicitor,  that  he  can 
no  longer  secure  employment  from  any  legiti- 
mate insurance  company  where  his  record  is 
known.  We  are  aware  that  this  assertion 
implies  an  extraordinary  degree  of  guilt,  but 
we  decline  to  qualify  it.  Mr.  Mouser's  meth- 
ods and  practices  are  bad,  and  110  competition 
nor  situation  will  justifv  them.  Such  men  as 
he  are  a  curse  to  the  life  insurance  business, 
and  the  source  of  inconceivable  trouble  and 
loss  to  both  insurer  and  insured.  We  could 
wish  the  Bankers"  Alliance  of  Los  Angeles  no 
greater  evil  than  to  be  represented  by  John 
D.  Mouser  in  a  resixinsible  position. 


The  Bankers  Alliance  has  apparently  em- 
ployed Mr.  Mouser  not  only  for  the  glittering 
possibilities  of  his  own  glib  tongue  and  dex- 
terous abilities  as  a  twister,  but  also  to  se- 
cure the  services  of  similar  spirits  repudiated 
by  the  regular  companies,  such  as  Bert  Snow 
and  others  who  trail  in  the  wa.vs  that  are 
dark  of  this  Mouser. 


Marysville  Local  Board. 

The  local  agents  of  Yuba  and  Sutter  coun- 
ties, Cal.,  have  formed  a  local  board  which  so 
far  has  been  remarkably  successful.  The 
several  towns  of  the  two  counties  are  being 
rated.  There  has  been  no  foolish  blood-let- 
ting, and  there  are  no  old  scores  to  pay  off. 
We  commend  the  example  of  the  Marysville 
local  board  to  the  local  agents  of  California 
everywhere.  Surely  Yuba  and  Sutter  coun- 
ties do  not  mono|X)lize  all  the  sanity  and  con- 
servatism of  California  local  agents.  There  are 
other  local  boards  in  the  state,  it  is  true,  but 
they  seem  to  exist  in  a  perfunctory  sort  of 
way  only,  and  to  maintain  a  knife-in-hand 
truce  at  best.  The  local  agents  of  California 
must  organize  and  keep  good  faith  and  accept 
a  uniform  rate  of  commision,  or  go  into  some 
other  kind  of  business. 


Incorrect,  as  Usnal. 

Our  attention  has  been  called  to  a  malici- 
ously false  assertion  in  the  Commercial  Bul- 
letin Journal  of  Commerce  of  New  York,  of 
October  i.  The  wish  is  seemingly  father  to 
the  declaration  that  "the  Liverpool  &  London 
&  Globe,  Hartford.  German-American,  Con- 
necticut, Springfield  and  Niagara  have  taken 
Utah  and  Montana  away  from  the  Pacific 
Coast  managers,  and  now  have  those  states 
report  to  Chicago."  This  is  "made  out  of 
whole  cloth.''  There  has  been  no  change 
whatever  as  to  any  of  the  foregoing  com- 
panies, so  far  as  the  Pacific  Coast  manage- 
ment is  concerned.  Montana  and  Utah  have 
never  formed  part  of  the  Coast  department 
of  the  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe.  The 
Niagara  has  not  been  represented  on  the  Pa- 
cific Coast  for  several  months,  having  rein- 
sured and  withdrawn  from  this  field  entirely. 
Neither  the  Springfield  nor  the  German- 
American  ever  included  Montana  in  its  Coast 
department.  The  German-American  reports 
its  Utah  business  to  San  Francisco,  as  hereto- 
fore. Neither  the  Hartford  nor  the  Connecti- 
cut has  made  an.y  change,  nor  contemplates 
any.  Both  report  to  San  Francisco  for  Mon- 
tana and  Utah. 

For  unadulterated  mendacity  and  "cussed- 
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ness'"  the  C.  B.  and  J.  C.  daily's  insurance 
column  ahvays  "takes  the  cake"  and  deserves 
the  whole  bakery.  It  is  the  sewer  of  some 
tmderwriter's  bile. 


Meeting  of  San  Francisco  Underwriters. 
Last   week    twenty-six    fire    underwriters 
held  a  meeting'  in  San  Francisco  and  discussed 
the  situation  in  California.     Resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted  as  follows : 

That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  underwriters 
here  assembled  that  throughout  the  whole 
state  of  California,  other  than  what  are  known 
as  the  excepted  cities,  rates  of  premiums  and 
commissions  should  be  restored  as  from  the 
first  day  of  November,  1895. 

That  a  committee  of  three  including  the 
chairman,  be  appointed  for  the  purimse  of 
formulating  this  opinion  we  have  expressed, 
in  the  nature  of  an  agreement,  and  procuring 
signatures  thereto.  The  chairman  to  call  a 
meeting  when  said  committee  is  prepared  to 
make  its  reiKirt. 

The  committee  having  this  matter  in  charge 
is  as  follows :  Chas.  D.  Haven,  chairman,  B. 
Fayraouville,  Chas.  Christensen. 


Tlie  Commission  Question. 

An  effort  is  being  made  to  unite  the  fire  un- 
derwriters of  San  Francisco  in  an  agreement 
to  maintain  board  rates  and  pay  a  uniform 
rate  of  commission  m  California  outside  of  San 
Francisco  and  the  excepted  cities.  A  general 
meeting,  which  was  well  attended,  was  held 
in  this  city  on  October  g,  to  take  the  prelimi- 
nary steps.  It  was  agreed  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee, to  frame  this  compact  and  canvass  for 
signatures.  Chas.  D.  Haven  was  apixiinted 
chairman  of  that  committee,  with  instructions 
to  select  the  two  other  members  thereof. 

There  was  an  outcropping  of  sentiment  in- 
dicating some  weariness  of  the  present  situa- 
tion, at  this  meeting;  but  there  was  also  an 
indication  of  a  resolution  to  exact  perfect  good 
faith.  No  violated  pledges  will  be  endured, 
neither  in  this  projected  organization  nor  in 
local  boards. 

The  matter  at  issue  everywhere  on  the 
Coast  is  the  rate  of  commission.  The  compan- 
ies are  probably  ready  to  unite  on  premium 
rates,  at  any  time,  but  not  on  commission 
rates.  Companies  which  pay  a  15  per  cent, 
commission  will  not  allow  other  companies, 
especially  the  larger,  to  pay  25  or  30  per  cent, 
commission. 

On  the  settlement  of   this   question   hangs 


the  fate  of  local  boards  on  the  Coast  every- 
where, not  less  in  the  Northwest  than  in  Cal- 
ifornia. Is  the  Northwest  Insurance  Associa- 
tion, are  the  local  boards  of  Montana,  Utah 
and  California,  prepared  to  settle  this  commis- 
sion question  now,  and,  settle  it  by  insisting 
on  a  uniform  rate '. 

It  is  impossible  that  the  rates  and  protect- 
ive organizations  can  be  maintained  where 
some  agents  are  paid  from  75  to  100  per  cent, 
more  commission  than  their  fellow  agents. 
The  exception  in  their  favor,  the  higher  com- 
mission, is  a  bribe  for  the  choicer  risks,  or  a 
bribe  to  rebate  to  the  assured.  The  other 
companies  will  never  stand  that. 

For  our  part,  we  wish  that  all  the  locals 
could  be  paid  a  25  per  cent,  commission.  But 
that  is  impossible,  especially  with  decreasing 
premium  rates.  The  local  agent  would  far 
better  accept  15  per  cent,  commission  on  ade- 
quate rates,  than  25  per  cent,  on  cut  rates. 
If  he  accepts  the  25  per  cent,  commission  the 
premium  rates  will  be  cut,  and  then  his  com- 
mission will  be  reduced.  After  he  has  put  his 
choicest  business  on  the  books  of  his  high  com- 
mission paying  company  he  will  be  at  its  mer- 
cy. Even  if  the  local  agent  renews  his  high 
commission  contract,  he  will  learn,  to  his  sor- 
row, that  the  25  per  cent,  commission  on  a 
premium  cut  in  two  is  less  profitable  than  a 
legitimate  15  per  cent,  commission  on  business 
written  at  tariff  rates.  And  yet  this,  or 
worse,  is  the  alternative. 

In  view  of  the  recent  history  of  fire  under- 
writing in  this  field  it  is  an  astonishing  fact 
that  the  local  agents  themselves  are  the  de- 
moralizers. In  asking  for  and  accepting  an 
excessive  commission  they  are  not  less  culpa- 
ble than  the  general  agents  who  first  offer  the 
excessive  commission  or  accede  to  the  demand 
for  it. 

It  is  to  the  local  agent,  therefore,  that  the 
Coast  Review  makes  an  appeal  for  a  united 
and  loyal  effort  to  replace  the  business  on  le- 
gitimate bases.  Let  the  local  agent  insist 
upon  adequate  rates  and  a  moderate  and  uni- 
form rate  of  commission,  even  to  the  abolition 
of  all  excepted  cities.  Unless  this  is  prompt- 
ly done,  and  unless  the  25  and  30  per  cent, 
contracts  are  abrogated,  the  situation  Is  like- 
ly to  become  worse,  and  the  "war"  break 
out  anew  and  extend  over  the  entire  field. 
Until  the  local  agents  of  the  Coast  are  willing 
and  resolved  to  accept  only,  and  the  general 
agents  of  the  Coast  are  willing  and  resolved 
to  give  only,  a  uniform  rate  of  commission, 
there  can  be  no  new  Pacific  Coast  union,  com- 
pact or  board. 
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Santa  Clara  County  Insnrance  Association. 

The  San  Jose  loi'iil  Ijdai-d  iiroject,  referred 
to  in  another  "chip,"  has  fairly  good  pros- 
pects at  the  present  writing;.  All  the  agents 
have  signed  an  agreement  to  come  into  the 
board  when  it  is  organized.  A  meeting  was 
held  October  11  to  take  action  on  the  constitu- 
tion and  by-laws  as  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee. After  their  adoption  a  committee  will 
interview  the  San  Francisco  managers.  Rates 
and  rules  will  probably  be  in  effect  by  Novem- 
ber I.  It  is  the  intention  to  take  in  the  en- 
tire county,  and  agents  from  all  the  Santa 
Clai-a  towns  will  be  invited  to  join.  The  pro- 
posed name  is  the  Santa  Clara  County  Insur- 
ance Association.  The  proixised  penalties  are 
*25  for  the  first  offense,  S50  for  the  second  of- 
fense, and  expulsion  for  the  third.  J.  H. 
Richards,  formerly  with  the  P.  I.  U.,  is  assist- 
ing in  the  preliminary  work. 

"Americanised." 

There  was  a  time  when  the  suspicion  of  at- 
tempting to  "Americanise  our  institutions," 
was  held  by  many  to  be  one  of  the  most 
formidable  which  could  attach  to  a  public  man. 
The  connection  was,  in  that  instance,  politi- 
cal ;  and  with  that  we  have  nothing  to  do,  be- 
yond recognizing  the  fact,  which  is  patent  to 
everybody,  that  since  the  time  referred 
to  our  institutions  have  been  considerably 
"Americanised,"  and  no  one  seems  to  be  the 
worse  for. the  process.  We  would  not  be  sus- 
pected of  a  desire  to  apply  the  same  process 
to  the  law  in  this  country,  as  affecting  life 
assurance :  for  the  power  exercised  by  the  in- 
surance departments  in  the  United  States 
may  justly  be  regarded,  even  by  many  Amer- 
ican authorities,  as  too  arbitrary  and  inquisi- 
torial. But  there  is  much  that  we,  in  this 
country,  might  learn  with  advantage  from 
the  American  system,  and,  at  all  events,  it 
seems  to  us  that  opposition  to  a  stricter 
regime  should  not  come  from  companies  which 
are  justly  proud  of  their  soundness  and  pros- 
perity.— Insurance  Post,  London. 


Chips. 

— W.  H.  C.  Fowler,  general  agent  of  the  Aus- 
trian Phoenix  and  Mannheim  insurance  com- 
panies, has  moved  his  office  from  216  Sansorae 
street  to  411  California  street. 

— 1870-1895. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Homer  A.  Craig 
celebrate  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of 
their  wedding  on  October  17,  on  the  evening 
of  which  day  they  will  be  at  home  to  their 
friends  at  121  Lake  street,  Oakland. 


— The  Utah  Sugar  Co.'s  factory  at  Lehi,  Utah, 
has  been  equipped  with  600  automatic  sprink- 
lers. 

— J.  N.  Reynolds,  formerly  with  the  West- 
chester, is  now  doing  adjusting  and  special 
work  for  the  Royal  and  Norwich  Union. 

—Manager  Driffield  of  the  Transatlantic  Fire 
Ins.  Co.  returned  a  few  days  ago  from  a  two 
mouths'  trip  through  W.voming,  Colorado  and 
New  Mexico.  Mr.  DriiBeld  reports  business 
generally  in  good  condition. 

— Jackson,  Cal. .  had  just  created  a  fire  de- 
partment and  planted  hydrants,  when  a  de- 
structive fire  broke  out.  A  whole  block  of 
buildiu.gs  was  consumed.  The  townfolk  say 
the  whole  town  would  have  burned  had  it  not 
been  for  the  new  fire  department. 

— The  new  U.  S.  Casualty  Co.  is  now  without 
an  agent  in  San  Francisco,  for  the  reason  that 
all  business  must  be  transacted  directly  with 
the  home  office.  The  general  agent  is  but  a 
clerk  without  authority  to  write  a  policy  or  pay 
the  most  trifling  claim.  Agent  Whitney  is  now 
working  for  the  Standard  of  Michigan,  in  the 
office  of  General  Agents  Cadman  &  Kittle. 

—Vice-President  Tarbell  of  the  Equitable 
Life  Assurance  Societj-  visited  the  Pacific 
Coast  agencies  of  his  company  last  month, 
Mr.  Tarbell  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  question 
of  rebates  by  life  agents  will  receive  the  at- 
tention of  legislators  in  all  of  the  states  dur- 
ing the  coming  winter.  He  is  also  of  the 
opinion  that  something  should  be  done  by  the 
companies  to  prevent  the  practice  of  "twist- 
ing'' policies.  We  quite  agree  with  Tarbell 
on  this  subject.  The  practice  of  "twisting" 
life  policies  is  far  more  important  than  the 
rebate  question. 

— "ITi'eddy  ■'  Eppstein,  a  San  Fi-ancisco  broker, 
has  decamped.  He  collected  premiums  and 
failed  to  turn  them  over  to  the  companies. 
His  shortage  is  variously  estimated  from  .?3.ooo 
up.  As  the  representative  of  the  assured, 
the  latter  are  responsible  and  must  pay  the 
premiums  again.  In  several  instances  the 
loss  has  been  divided  between  company  and 
assured,  as  a  compromise.  In  others  the  as- 
sured declare  that  the  broker  was  the  rep- 
resentative of  the  company,  and  they  there- 
fore decline  to  repay  premiums.  After  all  is 
settled,  "Freddy"  will  return  and  begin 
again,  and  he  will  have  no  trouble  in  securing 
and  placing  business  as  of  yore.  What  an  ad- 
vantage as  a  rebater  Eppstein  will  have  over 
an  honest  broker ! 
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— Cincinnati's  fire  premium  iucome  this  year 
will  scarcely  equal  the  losses. 

— Pacific  Coast  fire  underwriters  welcome  the 
New  York  fire  Lloyds  "with  bloody,hauds  to 
hospitable  graves. ' '    Come  on ! 

— The  Wayne  Farmers  Insurance  Co.  of  Indi- 
ana is  the  latest.  A  man  by  the  name  of 
Grave  is  the  president.  The  name  is  suggest- 
ive. 

—The  Western  Union  met  in  Niagara  in  Sep- 
tember and  serenity,  and  resolved  to  meet  in 
St.  Louis  next  March,  in  Missouri,  not  misery, 
we  trust. 

— Broker  Brookings  of  San  Francisco  was  at 
last  accounts  some  yards  ahead  of  a  warrant 
for  his  arrest,  charging  him  with  appropriat- 
ing .?ii,6o  premium. 

—The  Mutual  Lloyds  of  New  York  has  been 
admitted  to  California,  making  four  of  the 
birds  authorized  under  a  law  which  does  not 
recognize  such  schemes. 

— The  famous  America's  cup,  won  by  the  De- 
fender in  the  recent  "walk-over,''  is  insured 
in  the  Queen  of  America  for  $1,400.  Queen  of 
yachts,  owner;  Queen  of  America,  insurer. 
See? 

— G.  O.  Smith,  Whatcom,  Wash.,  has  been 
arrested  on  complaint  of  H.  D.  McArthur  for 
illegally  soliciting  insurance  for  the  Royal 
Mutual  Fire  Ins.  Co.  of  Philadelphia,  which  is 
not  authorized  to  do  business  in  Washington. 

—The  Ore.  R.  &  S.  Nav.  Co.  has  brought  suit 
against  the  Liv.  &  Loudon  &  Globe  for  nearly 
$87,000  loss  on  elevator  and  other  property  at 
the  big  fire  in  East  Portland,  Ore.,  a  year  ago. 
The  defendant  is  a  member  of  the  railway 
syndicate  which  insured  the  plaintiff's  prop- 
erty. 

— We  are  pained  to  note  that  many  Eastern 
insurance  men,  whose  portraits  appear  in  our 
exchanges,  are  uuable  to  write  their  own 
names.  Fortunately  the  editor  is  always 
thoughtful  enough  to  decipher  the  scrawl  and 
print  the  name  in  the  accompanying  biograph- 
ical sketch. 

— The'  Missoui'i  superintendent  of  insurance 
is  of  opinion  that  the  balance  of  income  over 
expenditures,  on  an  increasing  business,  is 
"profit"  regardless  of  unearned  premium. 
So  long  as  a  company  increases  its  premium 
income  Mr.  Waddill  will  pronounce  it  solvent. 
There  is  some  method  in  the  madness  of  the 
managers  of  the  Union  Casualtv  of  St.  Louis. 


—J.  A.  Stroud,  of  Selma.  Cal.,  made  a  solicit- 
ing trip  in  August,  during  which  he  traversed 
the  liighest  traveled  mountain  trail  in  the 
United  States,  the  elevation  being  over  13,000 
feet. 

—On  September  13  the  locals  of  San  Jose, 
Cal.,  held  a  meeting  to  consider  the  subject 
of  forming  a  local  board.  A  committee  of 
three  was  appointed,  to  formulate  a  plan,  as 
follows:  F.  C.  Ensign,  Chas.  M.  Hatcher,  and 
Chas.  W.  Knox. 

—The  Northwestern  National  is  soliciting 
business  on  the  ground  that  ''it  broke  the  in- 
surance combination,"  with  its  giant-killing 
sling-shot.  The  Coast  Review  is  determined 
that  its  readers  shall  not  forget  that  there  is 
such  a  company. 

— According  to  a  daily  newspaper  which,  like 
its  kind,  is  seldom  credible — Marie  Joniaux, 
who  poisoned  her  husband  for  his  insurance 
money,  will,  under  the  Belgian  law,  be  placed 
in  a  cell  into  which  daylight  cannot  penetrate. 
She  will  never  see  a  human  being,  never  hear 
a  human  voice  again.  They  will  push  her  food 
in  through  a  .slit  in  the  wall  of  her  cell. 

— Medford  Local  Board— At  Medford,  Or., 
the  locals  have  organized  and  adopted  consti- 
tution and  by-laws,  with  B.  S.  Webb  as  presi- 
dent and  Willis  Townsend  secretary.  The 
executive  committee  includes  J.  E.  Enyart, 
A.  M.  Woodford  and  C.  E.  Wolcott.  J.  A. 
\Vhitmau  and  I.  M.  MuUer  form  the  canvass- 
ing committee.    Rate-cutting  has  ceased. 

— Facts. — An  officer  of  a  life  insurance  com- 
pany has  just  heai-d  of  the  death  of  President 
Harper  of  the  Mutuifl  Reserve  Fund.  He 
may  never  hear  of  the  increase  in  the  associa- 
tion's rates:  for  he  has  "no  time  to  read  the 
insurance  papers."  Last  week  a  well-known 
solicitor  in  San  Francisco  visited  the  Coast 
Review  office  and  asked,  Is  it  a  fact  that  the 
Mutual  Reserve  has  increased  its  rates;  No 
wonder  this  .solicitor  wears  "seedy'' clothes. 

— I  read  in  the  papers  that  a  bald-headed  New 
York  fellow  has  made  his  hair  grow  by  will- 
ing. There  must  be  some  mistake  here,  for  I 
know  our  editor  has  been  willing  to  have  his 
hair  grow,  for  years,  but  he  is  still  bald.  He 
says  he  lost  his  hair  worrying  because  he 
didn't  insure  his  life  when  young.  Then 
there  are  General  Agents  So-and-so  and  So- 
and-so,  on  Montgomery  and  California  streets, 
who  are  willing,  I  know:  but  they  still  have 
what  nobody  wants  and  nobody  will  give  away 
—a  bald  head. — Office  Boy. 
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— Courafreous. — J.  M.  Harris  aud  C.  L.  Mer- 
acle  have  engaged  in  the  insurance  business 
at  Selma,  Cal. 

— H.  M.  Grant,  manager  of  the  British  Assur- 
ance and  Western,  visited  the  ''States"  and 
Canada  last  month. 

— A.  F.  Gartner,  special  agent  for  the  Home  & 
Phoenix  in  the  Northwest,  was  in  town  last 
week.  He  reports  improved  times  up  there, 
especially  in  eastern  Washington  and  eastern 
Oregon.  There  has  been  room  (or  this  slow- 
coming  improvement. 

— H.  T.  Lamey,  of  Denver,  manager  of  the 
Rocky  mountain  department  of  the  British 
America,  has  been  elected  vice-president  of 
the  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  of  the 
Northwest.  Geo.  M.  Lovejoy,  a  special  agent 
of  the  German-American,  was  elected  presi- 
dent. 

—The  Piremans  Fund  Record  gives  the  com- 
pany's semi-annual  figures  as:  assets,  *3.382,- 
757,  July  31,  a  gain  of  ■*i42,ooo  in  seven  months : 
profits  for  the  first  six  months  of  1S95,  -$151,- 
906;  stix'k  value  increased  four  points;  .*6o.ooo 
paid  for  dividends  from  interest  earnings,  with 
a  balance  from  the  same  source  carried  to  un- 
derwriting surplus.  The  gain  in  net  surplus 
was  5;7o,ooo.  This  makes  the  Firemans  Fund 
net  suii)lus  over  ?goo,ooo. 

— J.  G.  Sidenberg,  cashier  for  the  Fidelity  & 
Casualty  Co.  in  this  city,  left  his  desk  on 
Saturday.  Sept.  21st,  and  has  not  been  heard 
of  since.  The  exact  amount  of  his  shorta.ge  is 
not  yet  known,  but  will  be  found  to  foot  up 
anywhere  from  S800  to  §2,000.  The  former 
amount,  it  is  believed,  "will  be  nearer  the 
correct  figure.  Mr.  S.  had  only  been  cashier 
three  months.  The  defaulting  cashier  was 
bonded  by  the  Fidelity  &  Deimsit  Company  of 
Baltimore  for  ?2,ooo.  He  left  a  wife  and 
five  children  to  mourn  his  departure. 

— A  meeting  to  organize  a  local  board  in  San 
Jose,  Cal.,  called  by  F.  C.  Ensign.  C.  M.  Hat- 
cher and  C.  W.  Knox,  was  held  last  month. 
Uniform  commissions  aud  uniform  reduction 
in  rates  are  among  the  proixisitiinis.  The 
committee  on  constitution  and  by-laws,  ap- 
pointed at  this  meeting,  is  composed  as  fol- 
lows: E.  W.  Clayton,  F.  C.  Ensign,  S.  N. 
Rucker,  J.  E.  Hicks,  A.  K.  Whitton.  The  new 
local  board  will  succeed  if  the  members  really 
"mean  business."  But  it  will  fail  if  any 
member  is  determined  to  accept  a  bigger  rate 
of  commission  than  the  prescribed  one,  and 
then  rebate  a  part  to  the  assured. 


—Geo.  E.  Butler  and  wife  visited  relatives 
and  friends  east  of  the  Rockies  last  month. 

—Henry  B.  Stokes,  president,  and  Dr.  W.  B. 
Lane,  superintendent  of  agencies,  of  the 
Manhattan  Life  Insurance  Company,  are 
spending  a  few  weeks  in  California. 

— Wm.  Greer  Han-isou,  of  the  Thames  &  Mer- 
sey Marine,  visited  New  York  last  month  on 
business.  Mr.  Harrison  was  tendered  a  ban- 
quet at  the  Bohemian  Club  on  his  return. 
—The  Milwaukee  Mechanics  Insurance  Com- 
pany (E.  W.  McGraw,  attorney)  has  filed  a 
suit  against  Warren  &  Lanktree,  the  former 
agents,  and  their  bondsmen,  for  #12.976  due 
the  company.  No  wonder  the  books  were  mu- 
tilated last  April. 

-Toronto  Bulletin :  The  Canadian  Railway 
Accident  Insurance  Company,  with  head  office 
at  Ottawa,  has  been  licensed  by  the  Dominion 
government.  The  company,  though  less  than 
a  month  in  business,  is  already  doing  a  large 
business.  During  the  first  two  weeks  its 
premiums  amounted  to  ¥3,000. 
—The  Home  Mutual  Ins.  Co.  of  this  city  has 
been  authorized  to  do  business  in  Illinois  and 
Missouri.  Manager  Chard  of  the  Fireman's 
Fund  will  look  after  the  interests  of  the  Home 
Mutual  in  his  territorv.  The  Home  Mutual 
will  probably  extend  Its  business  to  several 
other  Eastern  states  in  the  near  future. 
— General  Manager  Alexander  Duncan  and 
United  States  Manager  M.  Bennett  of  the 
Scottish  Union  &  National  visited  this  city 
last  week.  They  returned  East  via  British 
Columbia.  Both  these  gentlemen  express 
themselves  as  well  pleased  with  General 
Agent  Callinghara's  management  of  the  com- 
pany's affairs  in  this  field. 
—The  German  license  to  the  New  York  Life 
Insurance  Co.  has  been  rescinded.  First  the 
Equitable,  then  the  Mutual,  now  the  New 
York.  At  the  bidding  of  the  German  life  in- 
surance companies,  it  is  said,  the  German 
government  has  finally  forced  all  the  Ameri- 
can life  offices  out  of  the  country.  How  difl'er- 
eut  from  generous  Uncle  Sam,  who  welcomes 
all  sound  insurance  companies  from  every 
quarter  of  the  globe  I  The  Insurance  Post  of 
England  says  the  action  of  the  Prussian  au- 
thorities was  inspired  by  the  heads  of  some 
of  the  (ierman  life  offices,  and  had  its  origin 
in  jealousy  of  the  remarkable  progress  which 
the  American  companies  have  made  in  the 
"Fatherland.''  We  should  like  to  have  this 
theory  disja-oved  by  the  German  insurance 
press. 
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—The  Home  Mutual  Aid  of  Kansas  City  is  no 
more.     Next ! 

— Hiram  H.  Lee,  special  agent  for  the  Nation- 
al Fire  at  Denver,  was  in  town  last  week. 

— The  Eastern  in.surance  press  divides  "Amer- 
ica "  into  the  United  States  and  the  Pacific 
Coast. 

— A  life  Lloyds  is  projected  in  New  York. 
Why  not  in  California,  since  Mr.  Higgins's 
ruHngr ; 

— Geo.  W.  Hubbell,  general  counsel  of  The 
New  York  Life  Insurance  Company,  is  visiting 
California. 

— Edward  Brown  is  in  New  York.  It  is  ru- 
mored that  the  Svea  will  make  a  United 
States  deposit. 

— Manager  Duncan  of  the  Royal  Exchange 
spent  a  few  days  in  Frisco  last  month,  and 
returned  East  via  Portland. 

— The  late  president  of  the  Atlantic  Mutual 
(marine)  left  «io,ooo  to  the  clerks  of  the  oBice, 
because  they  were  invariably  ix)lite. 

— The  Lion  is  reported  as  making  a  good  deal 
of  money  in  this  country.  M.  Bennett  is  the 
manager  of  the  American  branch. 

—The  San  Francisco  gasoline  ordinance  has 
been  amended  to  allow  the  use  of  the  devil's 
oil  by  permission  of  the  fire  chief,  who  has 
prepared  special  rules. 

— Geo.  H.  Ripley,  for  the  past  year  manager 
of  the  Equitable  Life  in  this  city,  has  been 
appointed  special  representative  of  the  society 
for  the  Pacific  Coast.  Edwin  Cramer,  the 
cashier  of  this  bi-anch,  will  have  charge  of  the 
San  Francisco  office. 

— Numerous  I'umors  of  withdrawals,  changes 
in  agencies,  etc.,  have  been  on  the  street  dur- 
ing the  past  month.  The  Coast  Review  will 
announce  at  the  proper  time  any  withdrawals 
or  changes.  Do  not  let  the  affairs  of  other 
offices  trouble  you  until  you  see  the  official  an- 
nouncement in  the  Coast  Review. 

— Vice-President  Dutton  of  the  Firemans 
Fund  has  been  east  of  the  Rockies  for  the 
past- two  months,  looking  after  the  interests 
of  his  company.  During  his  visit  Mr.  Dutton 
paid  his  respects  to  the  fraternity  in  the 
south.  He  visited  Atlanta  and  other  promi- 
nent Southern  cities.  It  is  among  the  possi- 
bilities that  the  Firemans  Fund  may  open  up 
a  Southern  department,  with  headquarters  at 
Atlanta,  by  the  first  of  i8g6. 


—The  German  Fire  Lloyds  of  New  York  has 
quit. 

-The  Nova  Scotia  Marine  has  given  up  the 
ghost. 

— The  stock  of  the  United  States  Casualty  is 
on  the  down  grade. 

— The  new  Insurance  Press  of  New  York  im- 
proves with  each  succeeding  number. 

—Local  agents  in  Montana  are  to  report  on 
ratings  at  a  meeting  on  November  ii. 

— There  was  $25,000  insurance  on  the  coast 
steamer  Humboldt,  now  going  to  pieces  on 
the  rocks. 

—Herman  W.  Mudgett,  alias  H.  H.  Holmes, 
has  been  indicted  by  two  grand  juries  for  the 
murder  of  Benj.  F.  Pitzel  a  year  ago.  He 
has  pleaded  not  guilty. 

— The  Norwood  is  a  new  company  in  York 
state,  with  $200,000  capital  and  a  small  net 
surplus.  The  report  that  it  has  ^ipplied  for 
admission  to  California  is  false. 

—The  Chronicle  of  New  York,  the  A.  Ex.  & 
Review  of  Philadelphia  and  other  papers  copy 
false  "news"  from  the  C.  B.  &  J.  C.',  which 
they  will  not  have  the  courage  to  correct. 

— Vapor  from  an  open  barrel  of  alcohol  in  a 
San  Jose,  Cal.,  drug  store  came  in  contact 
with  a  lighted  gas-jet  above.  There  was  a 
loud  explosion,  followed  by  a  fire  which  was 
extinguished  by  a  chemical  extinguisher. 

— The  Alamed,^  (Cal.)  Argus  is  opposed  to  any 
further  improvement  of  the  lire  department, 
because  everything  is  insured  and  tied  up  for 
three  years,  "at  half  rates.''  Why.  there- 
fore spend  any  more  money  on  the  fire  depart- 
ment for  the  next  three  years? 

— At  the  meeting  of  the  National  Association 
of  Life  Underwriters  in  Philadelphia  this 
month  the  representative  of  the  Penn  Mutual 
will  im(  attempt  to  reconcile  its  notorious  re- 
bating in  this  field  with  its  anti-rebate  pre- 
tensions at  home,  nor  will  he  this  year  claim 
for  the  company  that  it  does  not  resist  claims. 

— Sacramento  has  a  baby  "firebug,"  and  the 
papers  do  not  speak  of  him  as  a  pyromaniac 
either.  This  six-year  old  boy  has  set  fire  to 
several  buildings.  After  arrest,  he  set  fire 
to  his  cell.  He  is  "a  master"  of  profanity, 
and  is  a  pugilist  as  well.  At  the  preliminary 
trial  this  "infant  phenomenon"  was  held  to 
answer  to  the  superior  court  for  arson,  and 
his  bail  was  fixed  at  $1,000. 
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— Sam  B.  Stoy,  special  ag'ent  for  the  London 
&  Lancashire  at  Portland,  was  in  town  last 
week. 

—Pour  Cents  per  Annum. — This  is  the  latest 
quotation  on  dwellins-house  risks  in  New  York 
city. — Insurance  Press. 

— The  Western  Union,  at  its  recent  Niag-ara 
Palls  meeting-,  repealed  all  rules  afTectingcom- 
missions  and  salaries  in  large  cities. 

— Two  insurance  agents — one  in  Milwaukee 
and  one  in  Philadelphia — were  killed,  last 
month,  by  a  fall  in  an  elevator  shaft. 

— Wm.  McGreavy.  slightly  intoxicated,  tried 
to  set  fire  to  Steele's  trunk  factory  in  San 
Fi'aucisco.  Perhaps  he  mistook  the  entrance 
sign  for  "drunk  factory."' 

— Sec'y  Smith  of  the  Traders  thinks  the  local 
agent  and  the  special  agent  "will  have  logo," 
"before  many  years  roll  by."  The  EnglLsh 
system  is  "not  unlikely"  to  supplant  the 
American  system. 

— The  Jforthwestern  National  is  a  non-boarder 
in  St.  Paul,  where  it  pays  a  25  per  cent,  com- 
mission. Always  and  everywhere  a  guerrilla. 
The  St.  Paul  agents  are  lighting  the  little 
bushwhacker. 

— Isaac  L.  Seymour  has  applied  for  an  injunc- 
tion restraining  the  Mutual  Reserve  Pund 
from  levying  an  assessment  in  excess  of  amount 
stipulated  in  the  policy.  In  1881  Seymour's 
assessment  was  ^28  a'  year,  afterward  in- 
creased to  ?53,  then  to  ^5. 

— In  England  elevators  or  "lifts"  run  so 
slowly  that  an  American,  recently,  was  able 
to  tell  the  "lift"  man  all  about  America,  in- 
cluding an  account  of  the  civil  war  and  the 
causes  leading  up  to  it,  and  concluded  with 
a  warm  argument  on  the  tariff,  wliile  ascend- 
ing from  the  ground  floor  to  the  attic  or  sixth 
Boor.  At  least,  so  this  veracious  American 
writes  to  the  Coast  Review.  There  are  slow 
elevators  on  California  street,  too. 

— Our  old  friend  Daniel  Kelly,  who  stands  at 
the  head  and  "carries''  the  laurels  at  the 
banquets  of  tlie  Cowlitz  County  Bar  Associa- 
tion "every  time,''  writes  to  Manager  Dornin : 
"It  was  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1862,  you  en- 
listed me  to  represent  the  Phoenix  of  Hart- 
ford, of  which  you  were  adjuster,  and  had  one 
loss  of  S400  in  my  agency  in  Woodbridge,  Cal., 
which  was  paid.  I  have  been  connected  with 
insurance  for  the  last  33  years,  and  never  had 
another  loss  to  any  company  that  I  repre- 
sented." 


— P.  H.  Rhoads  has  been  appointed  assistant 
manager  of  the  Denver  compact. 

— Wm.  Manning,  formerly  of  San  Jose,  now 
special  for  the  Atlas,  was  married  last  month. 

— Chas.  T.  Pertig,  of  Denver,  has  been  ap- 
pointed special  agent  of  the  Royal  for  Colorado, 
Wyoming  and  New  Mexico. 

—The  Los  Angeles  rate-war  continues  fierce- 
ly. Dwellings  are  being  written  at  twenty 
cents  for  three  years.  Adequate  rates  must 
wait  for  a  catastrophe,  apparently. 

— New  South  Wales  reports  an  extraordinary 
number  of  disastrous  fii-es.  Bush  fli-es  have 
been  unusually  numerous  and  destructive. 
The  weather  in  August  was  "like  summer." 

— Arizona. — The  fire  offices  doing  business  In 
this  territory  have  appointed  a  committee  to 
make  ratings.  The  committeemen  are :  Geo. 
D.  Dornin,  chairman ;  Wm.  Macdonald.  A.  E. 
Magill,  B.  Paymonville,  Prank  J.  Devlin. 

— Unable  to  get  business  by  "shaving"  rates, 
a  deep  cut  of  20  per  cent,  less  than  any  other 
company's  rates  is  offered  by  the  Union  Cas- 
ualty of  St.  Louis.  Are  losses  to  be  paid  on 
the  same  basis;  Time,  and  perhaps  a  brief 
time,  will  tell. 

— The  Bankers  Alliance  of  Los  Angeles  prints 
a  paper  called  News.  At  the  top  of  a  column 
appears  an  official  endorsement  of  the  associa- 
tion by  J.  N.  E.  Wilson,  insurance  commis- 
sioner, dated  June  22,  1892.  Mr.  Wilson  said 
it  was  in  a  solvent  condition.  Mr.  Wilson 
said  the  same  thing  of  the  State  Investment 
when  it  was  insolvent.  He  pronounced  the 
Mutual  Benefit  Life  Association  of  New  York 
solvent  and  trustworthy,  and  a  few  weeks 
later  the  New  York  hat-passer  failed,  and  left 
a  legacy  of  §400, 000  unijaid  claims.  The  Bank- 
ers Alliance  should  take  down  that  sign. 

— Co-insurance  and  fire  patrols  should  go  to- 
gether. Every  merchandise,  furniture  or 
"contents"  policy  should  contain  a  co-insur- 
ance clause,  at  least  wherever  there  is  a  fire 
patrol.  Still,  rates  adjust  themselves  to  the 
partial  insurance  induced  by  the  saving  grace 
of  a  salvage  patrol.  By-the-way,  gifts  to  the 
patrol — in  the  East,  not  in  San  Francisco — are 
often  made  by  property-owners.  The  other 
day  the  uninsured  household  furniture  of  a 
wealthy  widow  in  San  Pranciseo  was  saved 
by  the  fire  patrol,  but  up  to  the  present  writ- 
ing the  rich  beneficiary  has  not  in  any  way 
recognized  the  services  of  the  patrol.  This  is 
the  San  Pranciseo  fashion. 


4i8 


Thg  Coast  7{evieiv 


—The  Alliance  leads  in  Honolulu  premiums. 

—Boundary  lines  are  often  changed  by  war. 
Chicago  Argus. 

— There  is  not,  in  the  United  States,  an  in- 
surance company  twelve  months  old  that  has 
not  been  "scoi'ed"  by  a  demagogue  occupying 
but  not  filling  a  judicial  position. 

— The  Travelers  is  sueing  E.  Hartman  and 
others  at  Sacramento  for  $922  premiums  al- 
leged to  have  been  withheld  by  the  defend- 
ants.    P.  S.— The  jury  disagreed. 

—Otto  Hundesser  &  Co.  have  been  appointed 
city  agents  of  the  Aachen  &  Munich  Fire  Ins. 
Co.,  with  office  at  213  Sansome  street.  Mr. 
Hundesser  for  many  years  has  been  the  cashier 
and. bookkeeper  for  the  Prussian  National. 

—The  Madera,  Cal.,  Mercui-y  says:  "An  in- 
surance agent  named  Westlake  had  a  three 
minute  scrap  with  W.  M.  Hughes,  and  Hughes 
got  a  little  the  better  of  the  round.  Had  not 
bystanders  sepai'ated  the  men  it  is  believed 
that  Mr.  H.  would  have  given  the  agent  a 
good  drubbing." 

— Extraordinary  pi-osperity  is  reported  in 
southern  California— except  in  fire  insurance. 
San  Diego,  even  San  Diego,  is  beginning  to  vie 
with  Los  Angeles,  in  advancing  realty.  But 
if  it  is  true  that  the  Standard  Oil  cinch  has 
obtained  control  of  the  southern  California 
oil  wells,  all  this  prosperity  will  doubtless  re- 
ceive a  permanent  check.  Nothing  grows  in 
the  baleful  shadow  of  the  tree  of  a  great  mo- 
noply. 

—Manager  Robt.  Kerr,  of  the  City  Mutual 
Fire  Ins.  Co.  of  Sydney,  N.  S.  W.,  writes  to 
the  Coast  Review,  of  date  September  2,  as 
follows:  "The  Coast  Review  (Otey)  Manual 
is  in  my  opinion  a  very  estimable  work,  con- 
taining much  useful  information  and  instruc- 
tion. I  presented  a  copy  to  the  Insurance  In- 
stitute of  New  South  Wales,  of  which  I  am 
ex-president,  and  it  has  been  much  com- 
mended." 

—A  subscriber  writes  from  Sj'dney:  "We 
[the  fire  underwriters]  are  hoping  to  have  an 
agreement,  and  there  seems  to  be  just  a 
chance  that  it  may  come  about,  but  there  is 
no  certainty,  and  the  break  up  of  the  P.  I.  U. 
has  not  helped  us,  if  it  has  not  done  a  great 
deal  of  harm."  Our  correspondent  kindly 
adds:  "I  read  with  interest  the  Coast  Re- 
view, which  I  have  bound  each  year.  I  ap- 
preciate and  applaud  your  efforts  to  conserve 
the  interests  of  'insurance  that  insures.'" 


— The  Union  Central  Life  is  directing  a  big 
wedge  eastward.  It  is  preparing  for  increased 
premiums  in  the  East. 

— Ogden  Local  Boai-d. — The  local  agents  at 
Ogdou,  Utah,  have  signed  an  agreement  to 
sustain  the  state  board.  The  Ogden  men 
have  been  cutting  throats  and  trying  hard  to 
scuttle  the  ship. 

— The  Union  Casualty  is  writing  elevators  in 
San  Francisco  at  lio,  where  the  old  rate  was 
$100.  It  is  one  thing  to  cut  rate  and  another 
thing  to  pay  losses.  What  kind  of  inspection 
can  the  Union  Casualty  afford  at  $10  per  year 
per  elevator' 

— The  Cascade,  or  what  is  left  of  it,  was  re- 
cently a  defendant  in  a  suit  on  a  dwelling- 
house  loss.  The  defense  was,  material  con- 
cealment of  the  real  character  of  the  risk.  It 
was  "a  female  boarding-house."  The  court 
sustained  this  defense. 

— Geo.  B.  W^arren,  of  the  Palace,  San  Fran- 
cisco, writes  to  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund 
that  he  allowed  his  policy  to  lapse  because  the 
rates  were  too  low,  but  that  when  he  heard 
of  the  advance  in  rates  he  took  out  another 
polic}'.  Mr.  Warren,  if  he  follows  tViis  reason- 
ing, will  take  out  still  another  policy  when 
the  Mutual  Reserve  again  increases  his  rates. 
Mr.  W.  is  unconsciouslj'  amusing.  The  inn- 
keeper assumes  to  know  all  about  life  insur- 
ance— or  the  agent  assumes  that  knowledge 
for  the  inn-keeper.  One  of  them  writes,  un- 
der the  signature  of  Mr.  W.,  that  he  is  now 
satisfied  that  the  big,  weak  and  blustering 
New  York  hat-passer  is  "  the  peer  of  any  life 
insurance  company  in  existence,"  even  if  it 
has  vast  liabilities  for  which  the  old  rates 
and  therefore  the  reserve  funds  are  confess- 
edly inadequate,  and  even  if  its  new  rates  are 
still  too  low  to  meet  the  new  obligations  of 
new  business.  We  are  no  longer  surprised 
when  a  merchant  (or  hotel-keeper)  or  a  busi- 
ness man  pretends  to  thoroughly  understand 
life  insurance,  but  we  never  cease  to  wonder 
that  his  conceit  can  make  him  so  big  an  ass. 

San  Francisco  Company  or  Agen- 
cy Papers 

Would  have  insurance  names  and  terms  cor- 
rectly spelled  if  printed  at  the  Coast  Review 
Printery.  We  do  ail  our  own  work  now. 
Let  us  make  an  estimate  for  you. 
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New  Publications. 

Co-operative  Chart.  iS<xs:  Tbe  F  H.Leavenworth 
Pub.  Co..  Detroit.  Price,  25  cents;  ^6  pages;  360 
associations:  live  years'  figures.  Seemingly,  an 
excellent  chart  improved. 

Papers  and  Transactions  of  the  Actuarial  Socie- 
ty of  America:  116  pages,  paper  cover:  price  25 
cents:  Address  Israel  C.  Pierson,  secretary,  New 
York.  Among  the  papers  are:  Death  Loss  Among 
Total  Abstainers;  Loans  on  Life  Policies;  Provis- 
ions for  a  decreasing  Rate  of  Interest;  Vitality 
Gain  of  the  New  England  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co. 

Bourne's  Handy  Assurance  Manual  for  1895:  by 
the  Library  Bureau,  10  Bloomsbury  st.,  W.  C.  Lon- 
don Price,  one  shilling.  Devoted  to  the  life  in- 
surance statistics  of  British  offices.  The  Alliance 
makes  a  specially  line  showing.  So  serviceable  a 
compilation  deserves  better  advertising  support. 
The  Palatine  and  the  Mutual  Life  make  the  most 
attractive  announcements. 

Canada  Ins.  Report,  W.  Fitzgerald.  Supt.  Thor- 
ough, useful,  and  with  good  print.  We  note  that 
the  Canadians  patronize  Canadian  companies  very 
liberally:  further,  that  the  superintendent  doesn't 
l)ut  a  period  after  '-cent."  as  a  sign  of  abbreviation 
•  of  centum.  The  custom  is  more  honored  in  the 
breach;  but  it  would  be  better  to  make  the  two 
words  one,  as  percent,  after  the  example  "percent- 
age." 

The  Insurance  File,  1895:  W.  J.  "West,  iSi  Queen 
Victoria  st.,  London:  is  paper;  2s  cloth  boards. 
This  is  a  very  useful  file,  containing  reproductions 
of  the  annual  reports  and  balance  sheets  of  the 
principal  insurance  offices  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  print  is  good.  The  book  has  been  improved. 
Everybody  interested  in  British  offices'  annual  re- 
ports should  procure  a  copy.  The  book  contains 
nearly  3C0  pages.  The  general  information  depart- 
ment is  a  good  feature,  containing  much  informa- 
tion in  a  little  space. 

The  Insurance  Press,  of  New  York,  weekly,  by 
Franklin  Webster,  formerly  of  the  Chronicle:  sub- 
scription price,  $5  per  annum.  Mr.  Webster  begins 
on  original  lines.  His  paper  seems  specially  de- 
signed for  the  brainy  and  busy  boys  of  the  under- 
writing school.  There  is  an  agreeable  "  touch  and 
go"  movement  in  its  paragraphs.  The  columns 
are  narrow,  but  the  editor's  views  are  broad.  The 
Coast  Review  welcomes  the  new  paper  to  the  top 
Hoor.  where  there  is  plenty  of  room:  and  hopes  the 
Press  may  never  be  an  ex-Press. 


Change  Plan,  but  do  not  be  Twisted. 
It  may  be  that  the  insured  has  '  not'  made  a  ju- 
dicious selection  in  the  plan  that  he  applied  for, 
but  that  does  not  always  constitute  a  reason  why 
he  should  listen  to  the  specious  arguments  of  the 
'  Twister,'  because,  assuming  the  assured  to  be  in 
good  health,  it  would  certainly  be  the  wisest  course 
for  him  to  pursue,  to  ascertain  beforehand  whether 
the  company  in  which  he  first  placed  his  risk  will 
or  will  not  be  willing  to  change  the  policy  he  holds 


to  some  plan  more  suitable  to  him.  Of  course  this 
wouldn't  suit  the 'Twister,' but  it  would  suit  the 
insured  and  would  be  infinitely  to  the  advantage 
of  the  latter,  and  we,  therefore,  suggest  that  in  all 
such  cases  the  insured  submit  the  matter  to  his 
company,  indicating  what  plan  would  be  more  suit- 
able and  more  acceptable  to  him,  and  ascertain 
first  of  all  whether  the  change  that  would  be  satis- 
factory to  him  can  be  effected.— Ingleside. 


The  State  Ins.  Co.  of  Salem. 
The  Salem  Journal  is  kicking  because  outside  in- 
surance companies  do  16  times  as  much  business 
as  the  one  Oregon  company,  the  State  of  Salem.  If 
the  Journal  knew  how  this  company  treats  its  pol- 
icyholders when  the  company  gets  a  chance  it  would 
not  be  surprised  at  the  preference  shown  for  for- 
eign companies  that  live  up  to  their  contracts. 
The  State  does  not  pay  a  loss  if  it  can  possibly  help 
it.— Oregon  City  Courier. 


The -^tna  Life's  45th  annual  report  is  a  hand- 
some specimen  of  the  printer's  art.  It  contains 
descriptions  of  the  company's  various  policies,  and 
is  illustrated  with  "half-tones"  of  the  home  offices 
and  officers  and  employes.  We  note  that  in  the 
lite  department  about  one-fourth  of  the  deaths  was 
caused  by  diseases  of  the  lungs  and  air  pass- 
ages; one-tenth,  digestive  organs:  over  one-twen- 
tieth, cancer;  nearly  one-tenth,  accident;  overone- 
eleventh,  kidneys:  nearly  one-sixth,  brain  and 
nerve;  nearly  one-eighth,  heart  and  blood;  and  out 
of  every  82  deaths,  one  was  a  suicide. 


Newspaper  Accident  Contract.— Tit-Bits,  a 
London  weekly,  advertises  that  "£100  will  be  paid 
to  the  person  whom  the  proprietors  of  'Tit-Bits' 
may  decide  to  be  the  next-of-kin  of  auy  one  who  is 
killed  in  a  railway  accident  In  the  United  King- 
dom, provided  a  copy  of  the  current  number  of  '  Tit- 
Bits  "  is  found  upon  the  deceased  at  the  time  of  the 
catastrophe,  or  if  it  is  proved  that  he  or  she  is  a 
subscriber  through  a  news-agent,  or  through  the 
publishers.  This  sum  will  not  be  paid  in  the  event 
of  an  accident  to  a  railway  servant  when  on  duty, 
nor  of  a  suicide.  No  claim  will  be  paid  in  the  case 
of  the  death  of  a  child  under  10  years  of  age." 


The  Lady  Risk.— By  the  lady  editor  of  the  West. 
Ins.  Review;  "  Well  if  the  exact  age  cannot  be  at- 
tained we  suppose  the  only  thing  to  be  done  is  to 
arrive  at  it  by  adding  a  certain  percentage  to  the 
confessed  age  and  charging  a  premium  on  the  re- 
sultant figure  now  ladies  have  mercy  on  us  this  is 
only  a  suggestion." 

PRICE  REDUCED. 
To  Life  Men:—^ 

\Vc    liavc    a  fc^i'    copies    of 
TABOR'S    THREE    SYSTEMS, 
Ti'hirh   u'c  (trc  closing'  out  at   $3.00 
ti  volnuic,  clot  h-bointd. 
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Directory  of  San  Francisco  Fire  and  Marine 

Tele- 
ptintie 

General  Agents  and-  Companies. 

Address. 

Insurance  Agencies.   " 

1991 

DUTTON,  WM.  J. .' 

401  Calif. 

Tele- 
phone 

General  Agents  and  Vovipanies. 

Acldi-ess. 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn.,  Phila. 
Rhode  Island  Underwriters 
Union,  Phila. 

SI07 

BAILEY,  JAS.  D 

412  Calif. 

Ins.  Co.  North  America 

5585 

DU  VAL,  W.  S 

Continental,  New  York 

321  Pine 

•201 

BALFOUR.  GUTHRIE  &  CO. 

323  Calif. 

Anlericuu,  N.  J. 

1991 

FIREMAN'S  FUND  INS.  Co. 

401  Calif. 

Manchester,  Eng. 

Caledonian,  Edinburgh 

- 

128 

W.  H.  C.  Fowler     

216  Sans. 

asi 

BALFOUR,  GUTHRIE  &  CO.    . 

316  Calif.     [ 

1  A.  H.  Small,  Maua^'er) 
British  &  Foreign  Marine 

1632 

GRANT,  GEO 

London  Assurance,  London 

221  Sans. 

Yangtsze,  Shanghai 

Northern  Assurance,  London 

BECK,  J.  M 

31)8  Pine 

Fire  Association,  Phila. 

71 

GRANT,  TOM  C 

North  British  &  Mercantile 

212  Pine 

354 

BELDEN,  H.  K 

Hartford  Fire 

313  Calif. 

Greenwich.  N.  Y. 

N.  Y.  Underwriters  Agency 

288 

GUTTE  &  FRANK 

303  Calif. 

a73 

BERTHEAU,  CESAR 

Germimia,  N.  Y. 
Hanover.  N.  Y. 
United  Firemens,  Phila. 
Firemens,  Md. 
Prussian  National 

210  Sans. 

Magdeburg,  Germauy 
Wilhelma.  Germany' 
National  Marine,  London 
Federal  Marine,  Switzerland 
Associated  Assurance  Go's 

433 

GRANT,  H.  M 

423  Calif. 

427 

BOARDMAN,  GEO.  C 

.•Etna,  Hartford 

514  Calif. 

British  America 
Western,  Toronto 

5414 

BROMVVELL,  L.  L 

Milwaukee  Mechanics,  Wis. 

410  Calif. 

38 

HARRISON,  Wm.  GREER     ,    . 
Thames  &  Mersey  Marine 

305  Calif. 

1842 

BROWN,  CRAIG  &  CO 

407  Montg 

666 

HAVEN,  CHAS.  D 

422  Calif. 

American,  Phila. 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe 

Pennsylvania.  Phila. 

Svea,  Sweden 

1184 

HEROLD.J.H.,  RUDOLPH     .. 

415  Calif. 

684 

BUTLER  &HALDAN 

Phcenix,  London 
Providence-Washinf^ton,  R.  T. 

413  Calif. 

Hamburg-Bremen 
Niagara,  N.  Y. 

1466 

CALLINGHAM,  W.  J 

Scottish  Union,  Edinburgh 

420  Calif. 

1086 

HOME  MUTUAL  INS.  CO.  .    . 

318  Calif. 

Orient,  Hartford 

208 

JAMES,  N.  T 

416Calif. 

680 

CATTON,  BELL  &  CO 

Union,  London 

406  Calif. 

Alliance,  London 

.^36 

LANDERS,  WM.  J 

305  Sans. 

195 

CHRISTENSEN.  CHAS 

American-Central,  St.  Louis 

St.  Paul 

Pacific.  New  York 

317  Calif. 

Imperial,  London 
Lion,  London 
Sun,  London 

321 

CRAIG.  HUGH                

312  Calif. 

396 

LATON.  CHAS.  A 

Palatine,  Eng. 

439  Calif. 

New  Zealand,  Auckland 

1886 

DEVLIN,  FRANK  J 

Atlas,  London 

309  Sans. 

746 

MACDONALD,  WM 

London  »&  Lancashire.  Eng. 

315  Montg 

698 

DICKSON.  ROBT 

501  Montg 

Connecticut,  Hartford 

1034 

MAGILL,  A.  E 

335  Calif. 

Queen,  New  \  ork 

Home,  N.  Y. 

Royal  Exchange,  London 

Phoenix,  Hartford 

822 

DORNIN,  GEO.  D 

National,  Hartford 
Springfield,  Mass. 

4'J9  Calif. 

169 

MANN  &  WILSON 

Lancashire,  Eng. 
St.  Paul  1  Marine  1 

322  Calif. 

DR[FFIELD,  V.  C 

213  Sans. 

La  Fonciere  Marine 

Transatlantic,  Hamburg 

L'  Uni verso  Marine 

The  Coy4ST  liEi^iBv/. 
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TeU- 

Tele- 

phone 

General  Agenis  and  Companies. 

Address. 

phone 

General  Agents  and  Companies. 

Address. 

538 

MAXWELL.  J.  D 

421  Calif. 

FOWLER.  E.  S 

PrefeiTed  Accident,  N.  Y. 

Mills   Big 

I.->54 

MULLINS.  C.  F 

301  Calif       ! 

Commercial  Union.  Eng. 

699 

GARNISS,  JAS.  R 

American  Surety.  N.  Y. 

219  Sans. 

1015 

OKELL.  DONNELL  &  CO.   .   . 

411  Calif. 

Patriotic.  Dublin 
General.  Tric>'te 

16B6 

GRAY.  JOHN  H 

Washington  Life,  N.  Y. 

412  Montg 

5136 

POTTER,  ED.  E 

.508  Calif. 

Franklin.  Phila. 

HARMON,  Jr.,  a.  K.  P 

Mills  Big 

Williamsburg  City,  N.  Y. 

Connecticut  Mutual  Life 

Hartford 

1693 

SPENCER.  D.  A 

Westchester,  N.  Y. 

409  Calif. 

16(!9 

HASKELL,  W.  W 

Travelers.  Hartford 

Mills  Big 

SPEYER.  WALTER 

Nortli  German,  Germany 

*;n  Sans. 

HOUGHTON,  H.  B 

^tna  Life  (&  accident)  Conn. 

212  Sans. 

5810 

SYZ  &  CO 

410  Calif. 

Helvetia  Swiss 

LANDERS,  JOHN,     

240  Montg 

Baloise.  Switzerland 

Manhattan  Lite,  N.  Y. 

Swiss  Marine  Combined. 

5359 

TYSON,  GEO.  H 

German-American,  N.  Y. 

435  Calif. 

LEAVITT,  W.  C 

Union  Mutual  Life,  Me. 

419  Calif. 

1666 

TURNER,  GEO.  W 

32-2  Montg 

1696 

McLANE,  CHAS 

Mills  Big 

Northwestern  National   .  .   . 

New  York  Life.  N.  Y. 

5577 

VOSS,  CONRAD  &  CO 

Aachen  &  Munich,  Germany 
Traders,  [11. 
Glens  Falls.  N.  Y. 

204  Sans. 

169 

MANN  &  WILSON 

Hartford  Steam  Boiler 
Metropolitan  Plate  Glass, 

322  Calif. 

Frankfurt  Marine 

538 

MAXWELL.  J.  D 

421  Calif. 

Bavarian  Lloyd  Marine 

London  Guarantee  &  Accident 
New  York  Plate  Glass 

113 

WATT,  ROLLA  V 

500  Montg 

Royal,  Liverpool  . 
Norwich  Union,  Eng. 

1015 

MUNSELL.  Jr.,  JAS 

Mutual  Benefit  Life,  N.  J. 

OKELL,  DONNELL  &  CO.   .   . 

415  Montg 

411  Calif. 

San  I 

=rancisco  Life,  Accident  and  I 

aiscellan- 

Employers'  Liability,  London 

eous  Agencies. 

750 
631 
699 

PACIFIC  MUTUAL  LIFE,  S.  F. 
PACIFIC  SURETY  CO.,  S.  F.  . 
PARDEE,  S.  C 

508  Montg 

Tele- 
phone 

General  Agents  and  Companies. 

Address. 

.308  Sans. 

219  Sans. 

AMERICAN  SURETY  Co.,  N.Y. 

331  Pine 

Fidelity  and  Casualty,  N.  Y. 
PARKER,  C.  M.  T 

214  Pine 

ARCHIBALD,  FA 

303  Calif. 

Massachusetts  Mutual  Life 

Union  Central  Life, Cincinnati 

5017 

CADMAN  &  KITTLE 

Standard  Life  and  Accident 

307  Calif. 

PRATT,  GEO.  C 

Provident  Savings,  N.  Y. 

405  Montg 

970 

RIPLEY,  GEO.  H 

Crock"  r  Big 

195 

CRISTENSEN,  CHAS 

Equitable  Life,  N.  Y. 

Lloyds  Plate  Glass,  N.  Y. 

5161 

SMITH,  CLARENCE  M.     ... 

PhelanBlg 

5244 

DUNPHY.  W.  H 

Home  Life,  N.  Y. 

Flood  Big 

Northwestern  Mut.,  Milwaukee 

1703 

FIELD,  H.  K 

New  England  Mutual  Life 

Mills  Big 

1739 

STOLP,  G.  M 

National  Life,  Vt. 

Crock' r  Big 

5.577 

VOSS,  CONRAD  &  CO.     .       .   . 

•X»  Sans. 

1376 

FORBES  &  SON,  A.  B 

Mutual 

Frankfort  Acci.  &  Plate  Glass 

Mutual  Life,  N.  Y. 

Life  Big 

Fidelity  &  Deposit  Co. 

42: 
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Fire  Protection  Notes. 

■^Suisun,  Cal.,  is  tiilklng  of  ;i  new  system  of  wiilcr- 

works. 

**Alamedu,  Ciil.,   has  15.000  inhabitants  and  only 

one  steam  tire  engine. 

**Jackson,  Cal.,  now  has  a  full-fledged  Are  company 
and  boasts  of  its  ■■paraphernalia." 

**A  hook  and  ladder  company  has  been  added  to 
the  San  Mateo.  Cal.,  fire  department. 

**At  the  recent  Ure  in  Livermore.  Cal.,  the  water 
supply  was  poor.  The  theory  is  that  "  the  valve 
had  been  dropped  into  the  hydrant  after  the  screw 
had  been  twisted  off."' 

**0n  all  their  apparatus  the  Paris  flremen  carry 
oxygen  to  revive  the  asphy.xiated.  Firemen 
equipped  with  helmet  and  hose  descend  into 
smoke-filled  cellars,  and  air  is  pumped  to  them. 

**Last  week  iu  San  Francisco  the  fire  tug-boat  Gov. 
Irwin  threw  a  j'ij-inch  stream  400  leet  through  a 
water  tower.  It  is  now  proposed  to  equip  both  the 
Irwin  and  Markham  boats  with  water  towers. 

•"Tree-branches  have  interfered  with  the  working 
of  the  fire-alarm  system  of  Alameda,  Cal.  Wet 
sagging  branches,  touching  the  wires,  recently 
caused  the  burning  of  the  insulation  of  five  alarm 
boxes. 

**Floors  saturated  with  coal-oil,  as  In  groceries, 
catch  fire  easily.  A  slovenly-kept,  oil-soaked,  rat- 
infested  grocery,  with  loose  matches  on  the  ■■base- 
shelf,"  is  not -uncommon,  even  in  this  Pacific  Coast 
paradise. 

**Alameda,  Cal..  hose  companies  do  not '' turnout" 
at  fires.  If  an  expressman  doesn't  call  and  offer 
his  services  the  hose  carts  are  not  hauled  out.  At 
two  fires  last  month  three  hose  companies  failed  to 
respond  to  the  alarm. 

**A  painter's  gasoline  lamp  caused  a  dwelling  Are 
in  San  Francisco.  The  fire  patrol  saved  the  furni- 
ture, which,  by  the  way,  was  not  insured.  The 
owner,  a  wealthy  widow,  has  not  yet  recognized 
the  service  of  the  fire  patrol. 

**Pomona.  Cal..  had  a  narrow  escape  from  destruc- 
tion, last  month,  according  to  the  Progress.  The 
water  supply  was  poor  and  fire  occurred  simultan- 
eously in  two  places.  Happily,  the  Hre  in  the  Ruth 
block  was  quickly  extinguished.  We  quote:  ''If 
any  one  has  so  far  deluded  himself  as  to  think  that 
this  city  is  sufficiently  protected  against  Hre,  he 
should  have  gone  to  the  small  blaze  on  Third  street 
yesterday  and  witnessed  the  farce  of  trying  to  ex- 
tinguish it  with  a  stream  of  water  that  would  not 
rise  over  eight  feet  above  the  nozzle  of  the  fire  hose. 
Then  he  should  have  pictured  to  himself  a  fire  in 
one  of  the  large  two  or  three  story  buildings  iu 
town,  and  asked  himself  what  could  have  been 
done  with  a  stream  of  water  that  would  not  rise  to 
the  second  story  windows.  Only  an  ordinary  chem- 
ical engine  stands  between  this  city  and  a  possible 
conflagration  that  might  wipe  half  of  it  out  of  ex- 
istence. 


**An  English  Fire  Department.— At  a  fire  in  Am. 
hurst  Road,  Hackney,  last  Tuesday  night,  opposite 
the  fire  brigade  station,  it  was,  says  a  correspond- 
ent, twenty  minutes  before  a  supply  of  water  could 
be  obtained.    East  London  Company  again  1— Star. 

**The  17CD  flremen  in  Paris  are  members  ol  the 
army,  and  their  term  esijires  in  three  years.  Hand 
pimips  are  first  used  at  fires,  the  steam  pumps 
being  held  In  resen^e.  There  are  no  tire  boats  nor 
water  towers.  Horses  are  led  to  the  engines,  and 
steam  is  not  started  until  after  reaching  the  scene 
of  the  fire.  The  Paris  tire  department  is  declared, 
by  a  recent  visitor  from  Boston,  to  be  the  best  in 
Europe. 

=^An  exploding  lamp  caused  the  burning  of  one- 
fourth  of  Vacaville,  Cal.  According  to  a  local 
paper,  the  wind,  the  naughty,  boisterous  wind, 
■■  dashed  the  tire  about  at  will."  '■and  the  angry 
flames  lapped  themselves  about  the  forms  of  the 
buildings  and  consumed  them  like  shocks  of  hay." 
This  was  shocking,  indeed.  '■The  only  lives  lost," 
says  the  local  paper,  ■■  were  those  of  three  hogs, 
two  dogs,  a  cow,  and  a  tew  chickens." 


Volunteer  Firemen  Forty  Years  Ago. 

A  new  college  paper  gives  an  account  of  the  ■■  fire- 
men riot  of  185S"  in  New  Haven.  Conn.  We  notice 
it  as  a  reminder  of  the  character  of  the  old  volim- 
teer  Hre  departments  which  the  paid  fire  depart- 
ments have  supplanted.  Merchants  were  "bled" 
in  those  days  by  all  sorts  of  schemes  in  the  alleged 
interest  of  the  voluiiteer  flremen.  Benefit  balls 
were  of  frequent  occurrence,  and  woe  betide  the 
store-keeper  or  manufacturer  who  declined  to  pur- 
chase tickets.  To  refuse  to  buy  was  to  invite  in- 
cendiarism or  at  least  the  most  indifferent  service 
in  the  event  of  fire.  Fires  were  started  by  the 
more  unscrupulous  ■firemen. 

'■These  companies,"  says  the  writer,  "composed 
of  unpaid  volunteers,  drew  into  their  membership 
the  idle  and  vicious  elements  of  the  population. 
They  regarded  the  students  with  a  jealous  hatred 
as  their  natural  enemies,  and  were  eager  for  a  col- 
lision whenever  circumstances  and  a  preponder- 
ance of  numbers  on  their  own  side  favored  an  at- 
tack. In  1S57  and  185S  a  number  of  instances  oc- 
curred in  which  students,  caught  at  a  distance 
from  the  college,  were  assaulted  by  gangs  of  roughs 
wearing  the  insignia  of  the  fire  companies:  and 
these  occurrences  sei-ved  to  inflame  college  senti- 
ment against  the  flremen  as  a  lawless  body  of 
ruffians." 

A  very  serious  collision  between  the  college  boys 
and  the  firemen  occurred  and  one  fireman  was 
killed  while  in  the  act  of  striking  a  student  with  a 
hose-wrench.  Very  soon  afterward  the  volunteer 
fire  department,  in  consequence  of  this  riot,  was 
abolished,  and  replaced  by  a  paid  fire  department 
composed  of  a  '■body  of  alert  and  self-respecting 
men  associated  for  a  business  purpose." 


The  two  extremes:  The  Coast  Review  is  the  best 
printed  insurance  journal  in  America  and  the  New 
York the  worst.— The  Insurance  Agent,  N.  Y. 
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The  Otey  Manual. 

The  following  extracts  from  a  few  of  the  many 
complimentary  letters  ^ive  better  evidence  of  the 
merits  of  the  Manual  than  any  expressions  of  ours: 

Martinez,  Nov.  14.    A  very  valuable  book. 

S.  Blum  &  Bro. 

Ontario,  Cal.,  Nov.  iS.  An  excellent  work,  and 
useful.  C.  H.  Dyar. 

San  Diego,  Nov.  15.    It  is  a  most  excellent  work. 
G.  B.  Grow  &  Co. 

Olympia,  "Wash.,  Nov.  17.  Replete  with  useful 
information.  R.  G.  O'Brien. 

Aberdeen,  Sept.  9.  It  is  a  great  help  to  us  in 
learning  the  working  of  your  company  and  in  rat- 
ing different  risks.  Wilcox  &  Mack. 

Redding,  Oct.  2.  It  is  all  that  is  claimed  for  it, 
and  will  prove  of  material  benefit  to  agents. 

A.  L.  Veuve. 

Nevada  City,  Cal.,  Nov.  11.  I  am  much  pleased 
with  it,  finding  it  full  of  information,  plainly  given. 

Frank  Power. 

Los  Angeles.  Sept.  27.  I  have  re-read  it  with 
m-jch  profit  to  myself.  It  will  save  me  many  a  mis- 
take and  much  trouble,  since  it  gives  information 
on  points  I  have  always  been  in  doubt  about. 

Alf,  Todhunter. 

Lodi,  Cal.,  Sept.  27.  I  have  examined  the  Manual 
thoroughly  and  am  well  pleased  with  it.  I  deem  it 
a  great  help  in  making  out  policy  rates. 

John  B.  Lillie. 


Oar  Legal  Digest. 

After  January  i  our  dig-est  of  recent  insur- 
ance decisions  will  be  printed  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  book.  This  will  enable  us  to  priut 
the  latest  decisions,  as  the  last  forms  go  to 
press  over  a  w-eek  after  the  first  forms. 


Digest  of  Recent  Insnrance  Decisions. 

FtliE. 

Fircmans   Fiinil  Iiis.   Cn.   v.  nnihcr,  Cnhi.  S.  C, 

■It  P.  U.  513. 

IXCCMBRANCES. 

A  policy  conditioued  to  be  void  if  the  in- 
sured has  coucealed  any  material  fact,  or  if 
his  interest  be  other  than  uucouditional  and 
sole  ownership,  is  void  where  the  fact  that 
there  was  a  recorded  mortgage  on  the  prop- 
erty was  not  mentioned,  though  the  conceal- 
ment was  not  fraudulent. 

A  fact  alleged  in  a  pleading,  but  not  sup- 
ported by  evidence,  and  contradicted  by 
evidence  of  the  other  party,  cannot  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  jury. 

A  policy  conditioned  to  be  void  in  case  of 
change  in  interest  in  thS  property  is  voided 
by  the  property  being  included  in  a  mortgage 
through  the  negligence  or  inattention  of  the 
owner,    though    without    his    knowledge,    no 
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fraud  or  deception  having  been  practiced  in 
obtaining  it. 

ADJUSTMENT. 

An  adjustment  of  a  loss  by  a  company  hav- 
ing no  knowledge  of  the  violation  of  a  policy 
does  not  amount  to  a  promise  to  pay  or  a 
recognition  of  the  validity  of  the  claim. 

A    SEVERABLE   POLICT. 

A  policy  insuring  furniture,  hay.  and  grain, 
each  for  a  separate  amount,  is  severable,  and 
void  only  as  to  the  hay.  by  reason  of  a  mortg- 
age thereon,  under  the  condition  that  ■•this 
entire  policy  shall  be  void"  if  the  interest -of 
the  insured  be  other  than  unconditional  and 
sole  ownership. 

o        o 
o 

Firemans  Fund  Ins.  Co.  r.  yurwuod.  V.  S.  C.  C. 

A..  69  F.  R.  71. 

OTHER   INSrRAXCE. 

One  S.,  the  general  agent  of  certain  com- 
panies, called  upon  plaintiff  and  asked  to  be 
allowed  to  place  some  of  the  insurance  on 
plaintiff's  stock.  He  inquired  how  much  in- 
surance plaintiff  intended  to  carry,  and  plain- 
tiff told  him  $40,000.  and  subsequently  author- 
ized him  to  place  ¥10,000  of  such  insurance. 
S.  afterwards  delivered  to  plaintiff  policies, 
Including  two  of  $2,500  each,  to  which  were 
attached  riders  allowing  other  insurance  to 
the  amount  of  $27,500,  and  which  both  con- 
tained the  condition  that  if  the  assured  should 
have  or  afterwards  effect  other  insurance, 
without  the  written  consent  of  the  company, 
the  policy  should  be  void,  and  which  also  pro- 
vided that  only  certain  specified  officials 
should  have  authority  to  waive  or  modifv  the 
conditions  of  the  iwlicy.  When  plaintiff  re- 
ceived the  policies,  he  examined  them  to  see 
that  the  amounts  were  correct,  but,  relying 
on  his  conversation  with  the  agent,  did  not 
examine  them  further,  and  placed  them  in  his 
safe.  Held,  that  by  delivering  the  policies 
with  knowledge,  through  their  agent,  of  the 
amount  of  insurance  intended  to  be  taken, 
the  companies  waived  the  condition  as  to  other 
insurance,  and  were  estopped  to  set  the  same 
up,  after  a  loss:  plaintiff  having  a  right  to 
rely  on  such  knowledge  of  the  agent.  Per 
Caldwell  and  Thayer,  circuit  judges.  San- 
born, circuit  judge,  dissenting. 

o        o 
o 

Peet  V.  Dakota  F.  4  M.  Ins.  Co.  S.  D.,  S.  C,  €4 

A'.  W.  R.  2ue. 

REST   DUE,    AS    ISCUMBRASCE. 

An  agreement  in  a  lease  of  real  property 
that  failure  to  pay  the  quarterly  rent  cove- 


nanted to  be  paid  by  the  lessee :  that  the 
buildings,  improvements,  and  other  property 
placed  upon  said  real  property  by  the  lessee 
"are  subject  and  held  liable  to  restraint  and 
sale  under  warrant,  in  like  manner  as  person- 
al property  for  said  rent."  etc. :  and  that  said 
building,  improvements,  and  other  property 
may  be  followed  and  restrained,  or  the  matei-- 
ial  thereof,— constitutes  an  incumbrance  in 
the  nature  of  a  mortgage  upon  such  buildings 
and  improvements. 

The  fact  that  no  rent  was  due  and  unpaid 
at  the  time  the  policy  was  issued  Is  not  ma- 
terial, as  such  an  agreement  covers  all  rent 
that  might  become  due  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  lease, — the  last  installment,  as 
well  as  the  first, — and  the  incumbrance  upon 
the  property  continues  until  the  termination 
of  the  lease. 

THE     PHRASE     "BriLDISGS      AND      OTHER     PROP- 
ERTT." 

The  term  "buildings,  improvements,  and 
other  property"  is  broad  enough  to  include 
"machinery,  shafting,  belting,  pulleys,  eleva- 
tor, and  fixtures,"  if  used  or  contained  in 
buildings  or  improvements  upon  the .  leased 

premises. 

o      o 
o 

Queen  Ins.  Co.  of  Eny.  r.  Kline,  C.  A.,  32  S.  TV. 
R.  214. 

COSDITIOSS  OF  POLICY— WAIVER. 

Where  an  agent  issues  a  policy,  knowing 
the  building  is  vacant  because  not  completed, 
vacauc.v  of  the  building  in  case  of  destruction 
before  completion  will  not  defeat  the  policy. 

A  stipulation  in  a  policy,  making  it  void  if 
the  building  is  mortgaged,  will  not  avoid  the 
policy  where  it  was  issued  in  pursuance  of 
a  parol  contract,  made  without  any  question 
being  asked  as  to  the  existence  of  a  mortgage. 

A  stipulation  in  a  policy,  making  it  void  if 
the  building  insured  is  not  completed  within 
30  days,  may  be  waived  b.v  parol. 

An  insured,  on  delivery  of  a  policy  on  an  un- 
finished building,  in  pursuance  of  a  parol  con- 
tract in  which  the  time  for  completion  was 
not  mentioned,  objected  to  a  stipulation  re- 
quiring the  building  to  be  completed  in  30 
days,  and  the  agent  verbally  agreed  that  the 
insured  might  take  all  the  time  he  wanted. 
Held  a  waiver  by  the  agent  of  the  stipulation, 
o       o 

o 

It  is  error  to  charge  that  any  concealment 
by  insured  in  order  to  affect  the  policy  must 
have  been  willful. — Weigle  v.  Cascade  Fire 
..*i  Marine  Ins.  Co.  (Wash.)  53. 
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LIFE. 

Wriyht  v.  Vermiint  Life  Ins.  Co.,  3Ias».  S.  J.  C, 

41  N.  E.  R.  303. 

PKOOFS — DEMANDED    BEFORE    SlIT. 

A  demand  for  the  payment  of  a  policy  is  not 
a  condition  precedent  to  the  right  of  suing 
thereon. 

In  an  action  on  a  policy  providing  for  pay- 
ment of  the  policy  at  a  particular  office  of  the 
company  after  satisfactory  proof  of  the  death 
of  the  insured  is  furnished,  evidence  that 
proofs  of  death  were  left  with  an  agent  of  the 
company  at  its  office  in  another  city,  who 
promised  to  forward  them  to  the  city  desig- 
nated in  the  policy,  and  production  of  these 
proofs  by  the  defendant  at  the  trial,  warrant 
a  finding  by  the  jury  that  proofs  of  death  had 
been  furnished  as  required  by  the  jjolicy. 
o       o 

o 

Raitmunen  ct  at.  r.  New  Turk  Life   his.  Co..  Wis. 
S.  C,  64  X.  W.  B.  301. 

FORFEITURE— WAIVER. 

Seven  months  after  default  in  payment  of 
the  annual  premium  on  a  life  policy,  the  as- 
sured sent  the  money  to  the  company,  with  a 
letter  from  its  medical  examiner  as  to  his 
health.  The  money  was  placed  to  his  credit, 
but  the  company  wrote  him  at  once,  insisting 
on  a  medical  examination  and  certificate.  He 
refused  to  do  anything  further,  and  demanded 
a  receipt  for  the  premium,  or  a  return  of  his 
money.  The  company  immediately  wrote  its 
local  agent,  insisting  on  a  medical  examina- 
tion :  but  the  money  was  not  returned,  and 
the  assured  was  not  advised  of  the  company's 
last  letter  before  he  died  of  consumption,  six 
days  after  it  was  written.  Held,  that  the 
company  waived  the  forfeiture  of  the  policy. 

o        o 
o 

Mailhoit  v.  MetropoUtan  L.  Ins'.  Co.,  S.  J.  C,  nf 

Maine,  32  A.  R.  9S9. 

FALSE  REPRESEXTATIOXS. 

If  a  person  is  induced  by  false  representa- 
tions to  take  out  a  policy  of  insurance,  he  can 
avoid  it,  and  recover  the  premiums  paid  ujxm 
it.  But  the  representations  must  be  material 
as  to  him ;  such  as  work  an  injuiry  to  him. 

RETURN    OF   PREMIUMS. 

The  liability  of  an  insurance  company  for  a 
return  of  premiums  is  by  no  means  alsolute, 
but  depends  upon  the  question  whether  the 
policy  has  ever  become  a  binding  contract  be- 
tween the  parties. 

If  it  has,  and  the  risk  has  once  commenced, 
then  there  can  be  no  apportionment,   nor  will 


an  action  lie  for  the  recovery  of  the  premiums 
paid. 

*  *  * 

A.^.SE.'iS.ME.VT  LIFE. 

Terry  c.  Proriilrtit  Fmul  Soc,  Ind.  A.  C,  14  N. 

W.  R.  IS. 

agent's  authority — CREDIT. 

The  acceptance  by  the  insurer  of  an  applica- 
tion forwarded  through  a  person  assuming  to 
act  as  its  agent,  the  applicant  being  ignorant 
of  his  want  of  authority,  is  a  ratification  of 
the  acts  of  such  agent  in  soliciting  and  con- 
tracting for  the  insurance  within  the  scope  of 
his  apparent  authority. 

Where  insured  pays  the  agent  of  a  company 
soliciting  the  insurance,  on  delivery  of  the 
ixjlicy,  a  portion  of  the  premium,  credit  being 
given  the  insured  by  the  agent  for  the  bal- 
ance, which  constitute  the  commissions  the 
agent  is  entitled  to,  the  insurer  is  bound  by 
the  payment,  though  the  policy  provide  that 
it  shall  not  take  effect  until  the  money  is 
paid  at  the  home  office  of  the  insurer,  and  that 
no  waiver  of  the  provisions  of  the  policy  shall 
be  claimed  by  reason  of  acts  of  any  person  un- 
less such  acts  are  specially  authorized  in  writ- 
ing over  the  signature  of  the  president  of  in- 
surer, and  though  the  insurer  cancel  the  pol- 
icy for  nonpayment  of  the  premium  before  the 
loss,  failing,  however,  to  notify  insured  of 
such  cancellation  until  after  the  loss. 

*  *  * 
ASSE.'iSJIEXT  ACCIDEXT. 

Keene  v.  N.  E.  Miit.  Aeci.  Ags'n,  Mass.  S.  J.  C, 
41  y.  E.  R.  203. 

WALKING    OX    RAILROAD   TRACK. 

Deceased,  who  was  killed  in  attempting  to 
cross  railroad  tracks  near  a  station  where, 
with  the  permission  of  the  company,  they 
were  commonly  crossed  by  the  public,  was 
'•walking  or  being  on  the  roadbed,"  within 
the  meaning  of  a  policy  providing  that,  for  in- 
juries received  while  walking  or  being  on  the 
roadbed  of  any  railway,  the  beneficiary  shall 
be  entitled  only  to  the  death  loss  provided  in 
the  classification  for  railway  employes. 

o        o 
o 

Coker  v.  Atlas  Aeci.  Ins.  Co.,  Tex.  C.  A.  C,  31 

S.  W.  R.  70S. 

CONTRACT — ACCEPTANCE — ESTOPPEL. 

Where  the  application  expressly  made  a 
part  of  the  ixjlicy  provides  that  the  company 
shall  not  be  liable  for  injury  or  death  happen- 
ing prior  to  the  "receipt  and  acceptance"  of 
the  application  and  membership  fee,  the  con- 
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U'act  does  not  take  effect  uatil  acceptance, 
aud  the  company  is  not  estopped  to  deny  lia- 
bility for  death  occnrrius  prior  thereto  by 
having  received  the  application  and  retained 
the  fee. 

Legal  Briefs. 


A  clause  providing:  that  assured  shall  fur- 
nish an  inventory  of  the  damaged  and  un- 
damaged goods,  does  not  require  an  inventory 
of  goods  totally  destroyed. 

Notice  of  cancellation  of  policy  sent  to.  in- 
surance solicitor  who  procured  the  policy  will 
not  bind  the  insured  when  the  insurer  knows 
that  the  solicitor  was  only  authorized  to  pro- 
cure insurance,  and  that  he  has  delivered  the 
policy  to  insured. — (Mich. )  Snedicor  v.  Citi- 
zens' Ins.  Co. 

Where  an  insurance  agent  advanced  the 
premiums,  and  the  insured  failed  to  repay  the 
same,  the  agent  could,  after  cancelling  the  pol- 
icy aud  receiving  from  the  company  the  un- 
earned premium,  recover  the  balance  from  in- 
sured.    Cobb  V.  Keith  (Ala.).  325. 

It  is  no  defense  that  the  policy  issued  in  the 
name  of  one  of  two  partners,  where  the  agent 
knew  that  the  building  was  owned  by  the 
firm,  and  the  premium  was  paid  by  both  part- 
ners.—Gerard  Fire  &  Marine  Ins.  Co.  v.  Fry- 
mier  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  55. 

Where,  after  proof  furnished,  defendant 
fails  to  comply  with  a  request  to  specify  any- 
thing else  necessary,  it  is  a  waiver  of  more 
formal  proofs. — Same. 

In  an  action  on  a  policy,  failure  of  the  in- 
sured to  comply  with  the  demand  for  an  ap- 
praisement under  the  policy  must  be  alleged- 
and  proved,  as  must  also  the  disagreement 
which  is  the  condition  of  the  appraisement. — 
Liverpool  &  Loudon  &  Globe  Ins.  Co.  v.  Hall 
(Kan.  App.)  65. 

Where  a  policy  provides  for  payment  in  60 
days  after  the  loss  is  ascertained,  a  complaint 
in  an  action  on  the  policy  which  fails  to  show 
that  the  60  days  has  elapsed  fails  to  state  a 
cause  of  action. — German  Ins.  Co.  of  Freeport, 
111.,  V.  Hall  (Kan.  App.)  69. 

Where  no  objection  was  made  to  the  proofs 
of  loss  submitted  until  30  days  after  their  re- 
ceipt, and  until  the  expiration  of  the  time 
allowed  for  submitting  proofs  of  loss,  held, 
that  the  company  waived  any  informality  or 
irregularity  in  the  proofs  submitted. — Same. 

Where  a  husband,  in  an  application  for  in- 
surance on  his  wife's  property,  falsely  repre- 
sented that  he  was  owner,  his  wife  cannot  re- 


cover the  insurance.  —  Pelican  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Smith  (Ala.)  105. 

In  an  action  on  a  policy,  a  plea  alleging  that 
defendant  failed  to  keep  his  inventories  and 
account  in  an  iron  safe,  as  required  by  the 
policy,  is  no  defense  to  the  whole  action, 
where  in  addition  to  the  stock  of  goods,  the 
policy  covers  fixtures  and  furniture. — Mitchell 
V.     Mississippi  Home  Ins.  Co.  (Miss.)  86. 

The  fact  that  insured  erected  an  addition  to 
the  building  in  which  the  insured  property 
was  situated  does  not  show  an  increase  of 
risk,  without  any  evidence  as  to  the  distance 
between  the  addition  and  the  other  buildings. 
— Same. 

The  failure  of  insured  to  keep  his  inventor- 
ies and  accounts  in  an  iron  safe,  as  required 
by  the  policy,  does  not  render  the  policy  void, 
where  the  company  knew  at  the  time  the  pol- 
icy was  issued  that  insured  had  no  safe,  and 
intended  to  keep  the  inventoryand  accounts 
in  the  building  occupied  by  the  insured  goods. 
— Same. 

Where  the  policy  provides  that  the  building 
shall  be  used  for  certain  purposes  only,  its  use 
for  another  purpose,  greatly  increasing  the 
risk,  and  causing  its  loss,  vitiates  the  policy.— 
School  Dist.  No.  116  of  Minnehaha  County  v. 
German  Ins.  Co.  (S.  D. )  527. 

An  attachment  of  land  of  which  a  building 
is  a  part  does  not  affect  the  insurance  on  the 
building  until  the  attachment  is  perfected  by 
sale  on  execution.- Tefft  v.  Providence  Wash- 
ington Ins.  Co.  (R.  I.)  914. 

A  soliciting  agent  whose  only  authority  is 
to  solicit  and  receive  applications  cannot  bind 
the  company  by  statements  as  to  time  when 
insurance  commenced. — Allen  v.  St.  Lawrence 
County  Farmers'  Ins  Co.  (Sup.)  872. 

ACCIDENT. 

A  stipulation  that  an  action  on  an  accident 
policy  must  be  brou.ght  within  six  months  is 
valid,  aud  the  time  runs  from  the  filing  of  the 
proofs.— Provident  Fund  Soc.  v.  Howell  (Ala.) 
311- 

An  accident  policy  required  jH-oof  of  in- 
sured's claim  to  be  filed  within  7  mouths 
after  the  injury.  The  limit  of  time  for  which 
insured  could  recover  was  26  consecutive 
weeks.  Held,  that  where  final  proof  of  claim 
was  made  before  the  expiration  of  the  26 
weeks,  insured  could  not  recover  for  any  time 
after  the  claim  was  filed. 

LIFE. 

On  the  dissolution  of  an  insolvent  life  insur- 
ance company,  after  the  death  of  the  insured, 
the  beneficiary  is  the  holder  of  a  claim  with- 
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out  preferences,  and  entitled  to  a  dividend 
with  the  other  creditors. — Commonwealth  v. 
American  Life  Ins.  Co.  (Pa.)  405;  Appeal  of 
Rieg-el,  Id. 

The  relation  between  the  holder  of  a  ma- 
tured and  semi-tontine  policy  and  the  insur- 
ance company  is  that  of  debtor  and  creditor 
merely,  and  involves  no  trust  relation ;  and 
a  policyholder  who  is  dissatisfied  with  the 
amount  of  the  surplus  which  is  apportioned  to 
him  by  the  company,  pursuant  to  the  terms  of 
the  policy,  cannot  maintain  a  bill  for  account- 
ing and  discovery  where  there  are  no  suffi- 
cient allegations  of  fraud. — Everson  v.  Equit- 
able Life  Assur.  Co.  (Pa. ) 

One  who  pays  premiums  on  policy  at  request 
of  insured  to  prevent  its  lapsing,  held  to  have 
a  lien  for  such  payments  on  a  paidup  policy 
afterwards  issued  iu  place  of  the  first  ix)licy. 
— Mandeville  v.  Mackey  (Supp. )  622. 


Assessment  Insorance  Decisions. 

An  assessment  not  having  been  paid  within 
thirty  days  after  notice,  as  required  by  the 
IKjlicy.  which  provided  that  on  such  default 
the  policy  should  be  void,  and  all  rights  there- 
under forfeited,  unless  the  insured  should  be 
reinstated  in  his  rights  by  the  officers  of  the 
company,  a  duplicate  notice  of  the  assessment 
was  sent,  across  the  face  of  which  was 
stamped:  "Certificate  forfeited  for  nonpay- 
ment. May  be  renewed  by  immediate  pay- 
ment, if  the  risk  is  approved  by  the  associa- 
tion, upon  receipt  of  said  payment  at  the  home 
office.''  Thereupon  the  insured  paid  the  as- 
sessment, and  a  receipt  therfore  was  deliv- 
ered to  him,  stating  that  the  payment  was 
received  on  the  conditions  that  the  insured 
was  in  good  health,  etc.  Held,  that  the  as- 
sociation waived  its  right  to  a  forfeiture  of 
the  policy. — Sieburg  v.  Mass.  Ben.  Life  Ass'n, 
N.  Y.  Supp.  Vol.  T,i.  page  1064. 

Where  a  certificate  of  membership  recites 
as  a  consideration  full  compliance  with  any 
regulations  thereafter  made,  the  rights  of  the 
members  are  subject  to  an  order  afterwards 
passed  providing  that  uo  member  committing 
suicide  shall  be  entitled  to  benefits. — Supp. 
Lodge  Knights  Pythias  v.  La  Malta,  (Tehn. ) 

49.^- 

An  insurance  company  which  has  failed  to 
comply  with  the  laws  of  the  state  cannot  sue 
an  agent  who  has  collected  assessments  for  it. 
—People's  Mut.  Ben.  Soc.  v.  Lester  (Mich.  I 
g77  North  West  Index  No.  10. 

Laws  1890,  c.  51.  S  24,  prohibiting  in  certain 
cases,  a  refusal  to  pay  a  policy  of  life  insur- 
ance on  account  of  habitual  intoxication  of  the 


insured,  does  not  apply  to  a  certificate  in  a 
mutual  benevolent  association. — Knudson  v. 
Ins.  Co.  Grand  Council  of  Northwestern 
Legion  of  Honor(  S.  D.)  911, 

Untrue  statements  in  an  application  for 
membership  of  a  mutual  benefit  association 
made  to  a  medical  examiner  held  to  be  a 
breach  of  warranty,  and  to  avoid  the  contract 
of  insurance. — Same  as  aljove. 

A  provision  of  a  life  insurance  policy  that  it 
shall  be  "incontestable  for  any  cause"  after 
five  years,  held  to  render  void  a  provision 
that  the  policy  shall  be  void  if  insurer's  death 
is  caused  by  suicide.— Mareck  v.  Mutual  Re- 
serve Fund  Life  Ass'n  (Minn.),  6S. 

In  au  action  against  a  mutual  benefit  com- 
pany, the  burden  is  not  on  plaintiff  to  show 
that  the  company  is  in  funds  sufficient  to  pay 
his  claim,  the  company  having  authority  to 
assess  its  members — Grindle  v.  York  Mutual 
Aid  Ass'n  (Me.)  868. 

As  between  a  benevolent  society  and  a 
member  thereof  its  constitution  is  controll- 
ing.— Syuchar  v.  Workingmen's  Cooperative 
Ass'n  (Com,  PI.)  124. 


Australasia. 

Recent  rains  have  extinguished  the  bush 
fires,  which  were  causing  the  destruction  of 
much  property. 

The  recent  conference  of  thirty-seven  offices 
in  Melbourne  has  resulted  in  an  agreement 
covering  several  points,  applicable  to  New 
Zealand.  A  tariff  for  the  whole  colony  has 
been  framed.  Isolated  risks,  the  New  Zea- 
land Journal  says,  will  be  charged  a  lower 
rate  than  heretofore.  The  average  clause  has 
been  abandoned  as  to  ordinary  mercantile 
risks.  In  Dunediu  brick  dwelling  rates  have 
been  advanced  50  per  cent.  Our  contemporary 
says : 

"  In  the  case  of  dwellings,  the  old  rates  for 
brick  varied  from  2s  to  3s  6d,  while  for  the 
future  they  will  be  charged  at  3s  6d  to  5s. 
Wooden  dwellings,  some  of  which  have  been 
taken  at  almost  any  price,  say,  from  4s  up- 
wards for  plastered  houses,  are  to  be  charged 
from  9s  to  13s.  Absolutely  detached  dwell- 
ings, plastered,  will  come  in  at  7s.  In  regard 
to  shops,  those  in  brick  have  been  done  at 
from  4s  upwards,  whereas  the  tariff  provides 
for  a  rate  of  from  8s  to  12s.  Wooden  shops 
which  have  been  done  at  from  los  and  over 
will  vary  from  i8s  to  25s.  As  to  hotels,  brick 
premises  which  have  hitherto  been  paid  for  at 
4s  and  upwards  will  be  charged  gs  and  over, 
while  wooden  hotels,  the  rate  on  which  has 
been  from,  say,  20s  and  upwards,  are  increased 
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to  30s.  Manufacturing  hazards  (brick  prem- 
ises) the  cost  of  which  has  been,  say,  from  5s, 
are  now  rated  at  from  8s  and  upwards." 

ASSIGNMENT   OF   LIFE  POLICY. 

In  the  course  of  a  discussion  at  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  Insurance  Institute  of  New 
South  Wales  J.  C.  Remington  said  :  Suppos- 
ing a  man  assures  his  life  in  Deniliquin  and 
afterwards  moves  to  Melbourne,  and  he  wants 
■  to  assign  his  policy  to  a  creditor  in  New  South 
Wales,  is  he  to  assign  it  by  the  Victorian 
law  or  by  the  New  South  Wales  law ;  If  he 
assigns  it  by  the  New  South  Wales  law",  it 
will  be  of  no  use  in  Victoria,  because  it  has 
not  been  recorded  by  the  indorsement  on  the 
back  of  the  policy.  If  he  assigns  it  by  the 
Victorian  indorsement,  it  is  not  worth  the 
paper  it  is  written  on  in  New  South  Wales. 
I  have  taken  legal  opinion  on  that  point,  and 
the  lawyers  cannot  tell  what  is  right  in  the 
matter.  The  only  solution  they  suggest  is  to 
have  the  policy  assigned  in  accordance  with 
the  laws  of  both  colonies,  and  then  they  say 
you  mav  be  safe. 


Election  Time  Observatioiis. 

A  good  and  eCBcient  government — federal, 
state  and  municipal — the  enactment  of  wise 
and  beneficial  laws  and  regulations— and  the 
election  and  appointment  of  competent  and 
honest  officials,  are  matters  in  which  we,  by 
reason  of  the  vast  interests  committed  to  our 
care,  are  profoundly  concerned.  Yet  do  we 
hear  of  any  or^}anizcd  efforts  on  our  part  to 
bring  about  the  desired  results? 

It  is  true,  that,  occasionally  in  legislative 
years,  we  combine  together. and  appoint  a 
committee  to  use  legitimate  efforts  to  protect 
our  interests  from  pernicious  legislation,  but 
such  efforts  are  tentative  only,  and  cease  uix>n 
the  attainment  of  their  immediate  object. 
Instead  of  waiting  to  flght  inimical  measures 
in  the  legislature,  would  it  not  be  wiser  for 
us  to  exert  our  united  infiuence  and  power  in 
the  elections,  and  see  to  it  that  no  professed 
antagonist  is  placed  in  a  position  to,  later,  do 
us  harm  i 

Surely  it  should  be  within  our  province  to 
endeavor  to  so  use  our  influence  as  to  preclude 
the  possibility  of  the  retention  and  growth  of 
demagogy,  ignorance,  and  knavery  in  matters 
politic.  As  a  class  we  are  much  concerned  in 
municipal  matters.  Much  needed  reforms  in 
our  building  ordinances  and  the  strict  en- 
forcement thereof;  increased  water  facilities 
in  the  rapidly  growing  outside  districts ;  the 
establishment  of  a  fully-paid  fire  department. 


and  the  appointment  of  a  suitable  board  of 
fire  commissioners  to  intelligently  supervise 
the  composition  and  equipment  thei-eof;  the 
enactment  and  enforcement  of  regulations  re- 
garding the  storage  of  explosives^  etc. ;  the 
creation  of  the  office  of  fire  coroner — these  and 
scores  of  other  equally  valuable  objects  might 
be  secured,  if  we  wielded  the  ixjwer  we  would 
possess  were  we  only  properly  organized. 

How  often  has  it  been  our  experience  that 
we  were  unable  to  obtain  just  and  rational 
rulings  and  decisions  from  our  judiciary? 
Should  we  make  a  combined  effort  to  place 
upon  our  court  benches  only  such  men  as  vre 
knew  to  be  capable  and  impartial,  might  we 
not  in  time  dispel  the  fear  which  now  exists 
with  us  when  considering  the  advisability  of 
contesting  a  dishonest  or  illegal  claim* — V.  C. 
Driffield.  •  ""  "" 


Tlie  Montana  Insurance  Law. 

The  supreme  court  of  Montana  in  the  case 
of  the  Aachen  &  Munich  v.  Louis  Rotwitt,  Sec. 
of  State,  on  October  14,  decided  that  there  is 
no  law  in  Montana  requiring  a  foreign  fire 
insurance  company  to  file  a  copy  of  its.charter 
in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state.  Com- 
pliance with  the  law  of  1887,  providing  for  the 
filing  of  papers  and  statements  with  the 
auditor,  is  all  that  is  necessary  for  a  solvent 
company  to  do.  The  ruling  of  the  district 
court  is  reversed.  The  last  legislature  in 
Montana,  as  the  reader  may  recall,  passed  a 
general  coriioratiqn  bill,  which  the  attorney- 
general  held  applied  to  insurance  companies. 
The  filing  fees,  under  this  cinch  law,  are 
exorbitant,  being  fifty  cents  on  each  ¥1,000  of 
capital  stock. 

On  March  8,  1893,  the  legislature  provided 
conditions  on  which  foreign  corporations  might 
do  business  in  the  state.  Certain  provisions 
of  the  old  law  were  omitted.  On  March  13, 
1895,  the  same  legislature  which  had  passed 
the  civil  code,  expressly  declared  that  the  act 
of  March  8,  1893,  should  be  in  full  force  and 
effect. 

The  supreme  court  concluded  that  the  last 
legislature  enacted  both  laws,  one  by  new 
enactment,  the  other  by  express  retention. 
Both  laws,  therefore,  must  be  upheld  and 
harmonized  as  far  as  possible. 

All  that  portion  of  section  1030  which 
requires  foreign  corporations  to  file  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  state  a  copy  of 
charter  and  a  statement  of  condition  and  busi- 
ness is  sustained. 

The  latter  portion  of  said  section  1030  pro- 
viding that  a  foreign  corporation  shall  also  file 
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its  consent  to  be  sued  in  the  courts  of  Mon- 
tana, etc.,  was  repealed  by  the  act  of  March 
8,  1893. 

Section  1031  of  the  Code,  requiring  the  con- 
sent of  the  person  designated  to  act  as  agent, 
is  not  included  in  the  law  of  1893,  and  is  not 
repugnant  thereto,  and  is  sustained. 

Section  1033  of  the  Civil  Code,  which  pro- 
vides for  a  semi-annual  report  of  the  affairs  of 
foreign  eoi-porations,  is  not  embraced  at  all  in 
the  act  of  1893  and  must  also  be  sustained  as 
a  new  enactment  of  1895. 

All  those  portions  of  section  1032  prescribing 
penalties  which  are  inconsistent  with  section 
1036  are  repealed. 

The  state  auditor  is  the  official  with  whom 
must  be  filed  certified  copies  of  an  insurance 
company's  charter  or  other  documents  re- 
quired. 

By  section  1035  (one  of  the  amendments  of 
1895)  foreign  life  insurance  companies  not  on 
the  assessment  plan  were  expressly  embraced 
within  the  provision.s  of  the  new  general  law 
.concerning  corporations.  This  strengthens 
the  opinion  that  other  foreign  ( fire,  marine, 
accident,  etc.)  were  excluded  from  the  opera- 
tions of  the  new  law. 


prospects  of  release  through  the  kindness  of 
the  society  which  made  him  its  general  man- 
ager for  Georgia. 


Josepb  Rbeinstrom. 

The  Bankers  Alliance's  Georgia  Man. 

One  Joseph  Rheinstrom  came  to  California 
from  New  York  some  time  ago,  seeking 
pastures  new  and  green.  He  had  been  a  life 
insurance  solicitor  in  the  East,  and  a  success- 
ful one  according  to  his  own  representations. 
"Our  glorious  climate"  pleased  him.  and  he 
preferred  to  remain  with  us.  His  overtures 
were  not  favorably  received  by  the  "old 
line"  companies.  They  were  "on  to''  this 
gentleman  from  the  Ejropean  city  on  Man- 
hattan Island. 

The  polished  Rheinstrom  received  no  encour- 
agement from  San  Francisco  life  underwrit- 
ers, and  he  accordingly  rolled  away  to  Los 
Angeles.  There  he  impressed  the  managers 
of  the  Bankers  Alliance  as  a  jewel  of  the  first 
water,  and  they  engaged  him  to  "open  up" 
Georgia  for  the  association. 

Whether  it  was  a  case  of  paste  diamond  cut 
paste  diamond  does  not  appear  in  the  record. 
But  Ml-.  Rheinstrom  visited  Los  Angeles  last 
month  in  seeming  haste,  and  was  arrested 
there  on  a  wai-rant  from  Georgia,  charged 
with  embezzlement,  and  was  taken  to  that 
Southland  state. 

Mr.  Rheinstrom  was  unable  to  give  bail,  and 
at  last  accounts   he   was   in   jail,    with   slim 


Mail  Delivery. 

The  delivery  of  the  principal  mails  in  San 
Francisco  is  not  satisfactory  to  underwriters 
and  business  men  generally.  Time  is  lost 
because  so  many  mails  are  delivered  simulta- 
neously, and  this  delivery  is  neither  in  the 
morning  nor  in  the  evening.  There  is  there- 
fore delay  in  return  correspondence,  which 
delay  might  be  avoided  if  there  were  an  early 
morning  and  an  afternoon  delivery  of  the 
principal  mails,  with  a  delivery  of  local  mails 
in  the  interval.  Uncle  Sam  should  consult 
the  interests  of  business  men  in  this  matter, 
and  make  his  mail  contracts  with  railroad 
companies  cover  suitable  hours  of  arrival  in 
the  large  cities.  The  convenience  of  the  busi- 
ness men  would  prove  to  be  the  convenience 
of  the  postal  department,  for  the  result  would 
doubtless  be  the  receipt  of  mail  matter  in 
more  even  amounts  at  the  post  office  during 
the  day. 

The  Union  Casualty  of  St.  Louis. 
It  seems  that  the  Union  Casualty  and  Surety 
Company,  of  St.  Louis,  does  not  learn  wisdom  with 
increasing  age.  The  Union  has  had  the  name,  ever 
since  its  organization,  of  being  a  persistent  rate 
cutter  and  demoralizer  of  the  various  kinds  of 
business  in  which  it  has  engaged.  It  has  now 
issued  a  circular  in  which  it  makes  the  ridiculous 
announcement  that  it  will  write  up  plate  glass 
risks  for  20  per  cent,  less  than  any  other  company 
will  write  them.  The  offer  expressed  in  this  cir- 
cular is  about  on  a  par  with  the  general  conduct  of 
the  company.  The  statement  of  the  Union,  last 
January,  when  closely  analyzed,  revealed  little 
enough  of  strength  and  solidity,  and  if  it  continues 
in  its  present  course,  it  is  not  hard  to  predict 
where  it  will  end.  The  otfieers  of  this  company  are 
prominent  men  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  and  it  is 
strange  that  the  common  sense  which  they  would 
exhibit  in  any  ordinary  business  transaction  should 
be  entirely  eliminated  from  their  insurance  opera- 
tions.—The  Insurance  Age. 


Then  He  Must  Save.— A  man  may  put  money  in 
the  savings  bank;  but  when  he  has  insured  his  life 
he  MUST  jjut  money  in  the  life  insurance  company. 
What  many  men  count  an  objection  to  life  insur- 
ance I  count  its  first  advantage.  It  compels  thrift; 
it  requires  accuracy:  it  necessitates  saving;  it 
puts  the  insured  under  bonds  to  lay  up  a  few  dol- 
lars every  year  to  provide  for  the  future. — Dr. 
Lyman  Abbott. 


Meant  "  Equally  Good." — A  life  insurance  com- 
pany's paper  speaks  tautologically  of  *' equally  «s 
good"  policies. 
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Chas.  Christensen's  General  Agency. 

Three  old  and  strong  Anierk-au  fire  offices, 
and  a  big  plate-glass  office,  comprise  the  pros- 
perous San  Francisco  general  ageucTy  of  which 
Chas.  Christensen  is  manager  and  Jno.  R. 
Hillman  is  assistant  manager. 

The  American  Central,  well  known  here, 
and  "a  household  word"  in  the  Mississippi 
Valley.  Over  forty  years  old  with  a  hand- 
some net  surplus  of  a  quarter  of  a  million. 
The  St.  Paul,-  not  quite  so  old,  with  over  a 
milliou  surplus  as  regards  policy  holders. 
The  Pacific,  the  oldest  of  the  trio,  with 
$200,000  net  surplus.  Each  offering  first-class 
indemnity,  writingconservatively,  and  abund- 
antly able  to  pay  all  possible  losses  and  have 
a  handsome  surplus  left.  Then  there  is  the 
Lloyds  Plate  Glass,  in  excellent  repute,  with 
nearly  or  quite  $300,000  surplus  with  which  to 
pay  any  possible  extraordinai-y  losses. 

Mr.  Christensen  was  for- many  years  the 
secretary  of  the  American  Central,  but  he 
was  in  love  with  "  our  glorious  climate,"  and 
resigned  his  position  to  accept  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Pacitii-  Coast  department. 


Two  Oregon  Fire  Relief  Associations. 

The  Hop-Growers'  Fire  Relief  Association, 
at  Bntteville,  Marion  county,  Oregon,  has 
been  in  existence,  legal  or  othei-wise,  for  five 
years  or  more.  It  loudly  professes  to  be  "an 
unparalleled  success."  It  has  .?225.ooo  insur- 
ance in  force,  is  a  mutual,  and  the  expense  is 
only  $250  a  year.  The  cost  during  the  past 
five  years  is  alleged  to  have  been  only  se  90 
per  year  per  *i,ooo.  That  is  to  say,  the  asso- 
ciation has  been  extremely  fortunate,  having 
incurred  only  one  or  two  loss.es  in  five  years. 
The  average  lo-ss  experience  of  a  large  number 
of  risks  would  have  frightened  the  members 
into  withdrawing,  while  the  extraordinary 
loss  experience  always  ]x)ssible  with  a  limited 
number  of  risks  would  have  bm-sted  the  asso- 
ciation and  left  unjiaid  or  compromised  claims. 

The  members  of  the  little  association  have 
been  gambling  against  the  chance  of  this 
extraordinary  loss  and  baukrupty,  and  they 
have  won  so  far.  Next  year  they  may  win  a 
lawsuit  or  a  compromised  claim. 

Secretary  Bents  is  ambitious.  In  response 
to  an  alleged  "urgent  request"  he  has 
"decided"  to  organize  a  "Farmers'  Fire 
Relief  Association"  on  a  "similar"  plan, 
whether  with  or  without  legal  sanction  does 
not  appear,  and  probablj'  does  not  matter, 

Mr.  Bents  says:  "  If  we  succeed  in  organ- 
izing a  Farmers'  Fire  Relief  Association  we 
are  confident  that  we  can  carrv  farm  risks  at 


one-sixteenth  the  sum  now  being  paid  by  us 
for  very  unsatisfactory  insurance.  "Unsatis- 
factory;" "We"  must  be  insured  in  the 
State,  of  Salem,  Or. 

Fire  companies  generally,  offering  first-class 
indemnity  with  large  capital  and  surplus 
funds  behind  their  contracts,  make  no  money 
on  farm  risks  in  Oregon,  and  average  only  5 
per  cent,  profit  on  Oregon  business  as  a  whole. 
The  reason  is  clear.  They  have  not  bad  the 
advantage  of  the  services  of  that  eminent 
underwriter,  the  secretary  of  the  Hop-Grow- 
ers' Fire  Relief  Association. 

The  Coast  Review  welcomes  the  projected 
Farmers'  Fire  Relief  mutual,  and  prepares  to 
add  its  name  to  the  California  Farmers  and 
the  Washington  Farmers,  and  the  California 
Fire  Relief,  and  eighty-six  other  defunct 
Pacific  Coast  mutual  assessment  life,  fire  and 
accident  associations. 


Iowa  State  Traveling  Men's  Association. 

Widitw  McDonald  sued  this  association  for 
S.^.ooo,  the  amount  of  an  accident  policy  on  her 
husband's  life.  Plaintiff's  husband  was  bitten 
by  a  rabid  dog  in  Chicago.  The  association 
settled  with  the  insured  on  the  basis  of  time 
lost.  Some  time  afterward  McDonald  came 
to  San  Francisco  on  business,  and  while  at  the 
Palace  hotel  fell  sick.  The  sj-mptoms  puzzled 
the  physicians.  Finally  one  of  them  decided 
that  it  was  a  case  of  rabies.  He  asked  the 
patient  if  he  had  recently  been  bitten  by  a 
dog.  The  patient's  reply,  and  further  symp- 
toms, confirmed  this  diagnosis.  The  writer 
is  familiar  with  the  circumstances  of  this 
peculiar  case.  It  is  believed  to  be  the  only 
case  of  rabies  in  California.  The  "popular" 
idea  of  this  rare  affliction  is  entirely  wrong. 
There  is,  strictly  speaking,  no  such  thing  as 
hydrophobia,  except  as  created  by  the 
imagination. 

The  widow  sued  for  the  full  amount  of  the 
policy,  death  having  been  the  result  of  the 
dog's  bite,  for  which  a  disability  claim  had 
been  paid.  The  federal  circuit  court,  at  Des 
Moines,  la.,  oveiTuled  the  defendant  associa- 
tion's demurrer,  and  held  the  claim  valid. 


The  First  National  of  Virginia,  established 
in  1893,  is  doing  business  in  Great  Britain. 
It  has  an  alleged  capital  of  $300,000.  The 
company  is  not  known  elsewhere. 


The  possibilities  of  legitimate  insurance  are 
by  no  means  exhausted.  The  smaller  life 
offices,  as  well  as  ingenious  insurance  men, 
generally,  should  bear  this  in  mind. 
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Order  of  Fendo's  Rolland. 

G.  Harold  Ro'.land,  represeutiug  the  Order 
of  Pendo  of  San  Francisco,  a  successor  of 
the  defunct  Order  of  Golden  Shore,  which 
yearns  to  support  widows,  was  arrested  at 
Visalia  last  mouth,  and  taken  to  Selma. 
Holland  is  charged  with  sending  certificates 
of  membership  to  San  Francisco  headquarters 
and  retaining  the  admission  fees.  It  can 
make  no  difference  to  the  members  %vhether 
RoUaud  or  Pendo  keeps  the  money.  If  the 
coin  is  "  heads,'"  the  Order  of  Pendo  manage- 
ment wins.     If  "tails,'"  the  members  lose. 


Its  policyholders  now  number  nearly  $50,000. 
For  a  ten-year-old  the  Preferred  makes  an 
admirable  showing. 


"  Rebuked  from  the  Bencli." 

Judge  Sanderson  of  the  San  F'rancisco 
superior  court  "played  to  the  galleries,''  re- 
cently, in  two  decisions  against  insurance 
companies.  If  he-had  written  the  decisions 
with  the  intention  of  supplying  competing 
companies'  agents  mth  canvassing  documents 
he  could  not  have  arraigned  the  defendants 
more  severelj-,  nor  have  employed  epithets 
more  pleasing  to  the  rival  mud-slingei'.  The 
•judge's  conception  of  his  duty  in  the  premises 
is  not  that  of  the  Coast  Review's,  nor  that  of 
the  judiciary  generallj-,  we  are  happy  to 
believe.  It  is  not  often  that  the  court  is  both 
judge  and  prosecutor. 

The  daily  papers  gave  sensational  headlines 
to  their  reports,  such  as  "Corporation 
Scored,"  "Caustic  Comment  on  Insurance 
Methods,"'  "  Rebuked  from  the  Bench," 
"Refusal  to  Pay  a  Claiin  Without  Any  Ex- 
cuse." The  newspapers  sold  extra  copies,  and 
the  judge  favorably  impressed  "themasses" 
who  hate  a  corporation.  For  such  decisions, 
however,  tliere  is  the  antidote  of  an  appeal  to 
higher  courts ;  and  for  such  prints  there  is  the 
indifference,  contempt  and  forgetfulness  of 
the  public. 

Tlie  Preferred's  Tenth  Birthday. 

The  Preferred  Accident's  "Tin  Wedding." 
—On  the  28th  of  last  month  this  enter- 
prising New  York  accident  company  cele- 
brated its  tenth  anniversary.  Why  this 
should  be  referred  to  as  a  wedding  anni- 
versary we  do  not  know,  unless  it  is  because 
Sec'y  Atwood  is  wedded  to  the  business. 
Manager  Fowler  of  the  Pacific  department 
turned  in  .J500.000  new  business  in  honor  of 
the  tenth  birthday  of  this  thriving  company. 

The  Preferred  Accident  Ins.  Co.  began  bus- 
iness October  28,  1895,  and  was  reorganized  as 
a  stock  company  May  5,  1893.  On  the  tenth 
anniversary  last  month  the  Preferred  re- 
ceived -§5, 810,000  new  insurance  applications. 


It  Is  a  Good  Thing. 

That  is  to  say,  for  many  people — for  nearly 
every  man.  You  would  not  listen  to  the 
declaration  that  it  is  a  good  thing  for  every 
man.  Probably  it  is  a  good  thing  for  you. 
What  i     Life  Insurance. 


Order  of  Chosen  Friends. 

Members  of  the  Order  of  Chosen  Friends  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  have  brought  suit  against  the 
supreme  lodge,  for  the  appointment  of  a 
receiver.  The  order  is  in  trouble.  It  is 
behind  in  the  payment  of  death  claims. 
Recently  the  face  of  all  policies  was  reduced 
one-half,  but  the  assessment  rates  were 
retained.  Under  the  new  plan  if  the  member 
lives  until  he  has  paid  over  $500  the  face  of 
his  policy  is  raised  to  ?i,ooo,  but  his  bene- 
ficiaries will  be  paid  only  the  amount  he  has 
paid  in.  Membei's  who  withdraw  now  will 
get  nothing,  but  it  is  said  that  many  are 
abandoning  the  society.  They  have  had 
enough  of  "insurance  at  half  price'' — insur- 
ance that  does  not  insure.  The  Order  of 
Chosen    Friends   will   probably   go   to  pieces 


Independent  Adjuster  Pierce  of  San  Francisco. 
Home  "News"  From  Abroad. — A  San  Fi'an- 
cisco  daily  of  recent  date  prints  the  following 
dispatch  from  Fargo,  N.  D.,  where  divorces 
are  ground  out  of  court  machines:  "Mrs. 
Ethel  Pierce  applied  for  a  divorce,  on  the 
ground  of  non-support.  Her  husband  came 
here  from  San  Francisco,  and  the  couple  kissed 
and  made  up.  Pierce  is  said  to  be  an  inde- 
pendent insurance  adjuster  and  interested  in 
the  publication  of  a  Coast  Review  fire  insur- 
ance organ  published  at  San  Francisco." 
Now  the  publisher  of  the  Coast  Review  wants 
to  know  who  in  thunder  is  "Adjuster  Pierce" 
of  San  Francisco.  Another  dispatch  says  he 
is  a  wealthy  man.  No  such  man  is  connected 
with  the  Coast  Review,  and  neither  the  pub- 
lisher and  proprietor  nor  the  editor  has  sued 
or  been  sued  for  a  divorce. 


The  superintendent  of  New  Yoi'k's  insur- 
ance department  has  challenged  the  Prussian 
minister  of  the  interior — to  a  discussion  of  the 
subject  of  the  expulsion  of  the  American  life 
offices.  How  would  it  do  to  settle  this  matter 
by  awarding  the  affirmative  to  the  man  who 
can  drink  the  most  beer  at  one  sitting '. 
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local  Board  Assessment  Blanks. 

The  following  blank  assessment  forms  are 
used  by  the  New  Eut>:land  Insurance  Ex- 
change : 

NEW   ENGLAND   INSURANCE  EXCHANGE. 
No.  I. 

Sec'y. 

Dear  Sir  :  Enclosed  please  And  blank,  on  which 
we  have  to  request  you  to  give  us  the  names  and 
addresses  of  all  members  of  your  board  who  should 
contribute  toward  the  assessment  which  is  about 
to  be  levied  on  the  companies  represented  by  them 
to  meet  your  local  board  expenses. 

An  early  reply  is  requested,  so  that  this  matter 
of  assessment  may  receive  attention  at  once. 
Very  truly  yours, 

.....  .  Secretary.  N.  E.  I.  EX. 

BOARD. 

Secretary  N.  E.  i.  ex., 

Dear  Sir;  The  followini?  is  a  complete  list  of 
the  members  of  the  above  named  board  who  should 
contribute  toward  the  assessment  to  meet  board 
expenses. 

No.  2.  N.  E.  I.  EX. 

It  being  necessary  to  levy  an  assessment  for  the 
expenses  Of  your  local  board,  we  close  herewith 
blank,  and  have  to  ask  that  you  will  give  us  a  com- 
plete list  of  the  companies  represented  by  you, 
together  with  the  amount  of  gross  premiums,  less 
cancellations  and  rebates,  which  you  have  received 
for  these  companies  for  the  twelve  months  ending 
at  the  date  indicated  on  the  enclosed  blank. 
Please  fill  this  blank  out  and  return  to  us  at  the 
very  earliest  possible  moment. 

Please  report  all  companies  represented  by  you 
during  the  period  indicated  on  thi.s  blank:  and  if 
any  of  these  companies  are  not  now  represented  by 
you  please  indicate  whether  they  have  entirely 
withdrawn  from  your  territory,  or  if  they  have 
been  transferred  to  some  other  agency  please  give 
name  of  agency  now  representing  them. 

Very  truly  yours,  Secretary. 

BOARD.      . 

AGENCY. 

Secretary  n.  e.  i.  ex., 

Dear  Sir  :  The  following  is  a  complete  list  of 
the  companies  represented  by  this  agency,  and  of 
the  gross  premiums,  less  cancellations  and  rebates 

received  for  them  for  the  12  months  ending 

189.  .  (Signed) 

Agent. 

No.  2. 

BOARD. 

financial  statement. 
Assessment  for  year  ending  ...  as  per  attached 
voucher Amount  collected  as  per  ac- 
count   book Stamp    clerk's  salary 

Secretary's  salary In- 
spector's salai'y New  tariff 

Printing,  postage,  and  sundries Esti- 
mated expenses  for  year Amount  of 

cash  on  hand Amount  of  account  over- 
drawn ....    Estimated  premium  receipts  .... 


Assessment  recommended  ....  per  cent  .... 

Treasurer. 

Approved: .Chairman. 

No.  4- 
second  request. 
Some  time  since  we  wrote  you  asking  for  list  of 
your  companies  with  gross  premiums,  less  rebates 
and  cancellations,  for  the  year  ending  .  .  .  .  189  .  . 
and  enclosed  blank  for  the  purpose  of  making  this 
report. 

The  levying  of  an  assessment  for  expenses  of 
your  board  is  being  delayed  by  your  failure  to  com- 
ply with  our  request.  Please  send  in  your  report 
at  your  very  earliest  convenience. 

Very  truly  yours. 

Secretary  n.  e.  i.  ex. 
No.  5. 
An  assessment  of  .  .   .  of  1  per  cent,  on  premiums 
received  by  the   agents  in  your  local  board  has 
been  approved  by  the  chairman  of   the  exchange 
committee  for  your  board. 
The  amount  of   premiums  reported  by  .you    on 

which  this  assessment  is  levied  was  $ 

Your  proportion  of  the  assessment  would  therefore 

be  $ Please  send  us  your  check  for  this 

amount  by  return  mail,  and  we  will  forward 
receipted  vouchers  for  the  various  companies 
represented  by  you.        Very  truly  yours, 

Secretary  n.  b.  i.  ex. 
No.  6. 

STANDARD   FORM   LOCAL   BOARD   RECEIPT. 


1895 

Received  of  the Insurance  Company 

of dollars,  as  their  pro- 
portion of  an  assesment  levied  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  this  board  ;  this  assessment  being  eight-tenths 
of  I  per  centum  on  the  gross  premiums,  less  can- 
cellations, in  the  territory  under  jurisdiction  of 
this  board  for  the  twelve  months  ending  Oct.  31, 
1S94. 
Total    premiums.  $99,311.41.    Premiums    of    this 

company,  $ 

Total  assessment.  $794.48.    Assessment  from  this 

company,  $ 

Includes  cost  of  new  tariff. 

New  England  Insurance  Exchange, 

Treasurer. 

Per 

This  assessment  is  authorized  by  exchange  com- 
mittee having  supervision  of  this  board, 

Chairman. 

No.  7- 

SECOND   REQUEST. 

On 189  ...  we  wrote  you  requesting  you 

to  forward  us  check  for  $ this  being  your 

proportion  of  the  assessment  levied  on  the  business 

of  the  companies  for  the  expenses  of  the 

local  board.    Please  send  us  check  for  the  above 
amount  by  return  mail,  and  we  will  send  you  re- 
ceipted   vouchers    for    your    various    companies. 
Very  truly  yours. 

Secretary  N.  E.  i.  ex. 
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No.  8. 

Dear  Sir:    M your  agent  at 

failed  to  remit  the  amount  due  from on 

account  of local  board  assessment  on  the 

premiums  for  the  year  ending  .   .   .  . 

The  amount  due  on  account  of  the  ahove  named 

company  is  $ Will  you  "Kindly  direct 

to  give  this  immediate  attention,  by 

signing  and  mailing  the  attached  slip. 

We  have  written  at  least  three  times,  asking  for 
this    remittance,  without   success,  and    now  ask 
your  assistance  In  the  matter.    Very  truly  yours, 
Secretary  n.  e.  i.  ex. 
No.  9. 

The  Secretary  of  the  New  England  Insurance 
Exchange  advises  that  you  have  failed  to  remit 
the  amount  due  from  your  companies  for  local 
board  expenses. 

He  informs  us  that  the  amountdue  as  the  propor- 
tion of  this  company  is  if 

You  will  please  send  check  for  this  amount  to  the 
New  England  Insurance  Exchange,  Boston,  Mass., 
at  your  earliest  possible  convenience,  and  in 
return  you  will  receive  a  proper  voucher,  to  be 
turned  in  to  the  company  with  your  accounts. 
Very  truly  yours. 


Hew  Publications. 

"Green  Goods  in  Fire  Insurance:"  by  Davis  & 
,  Lakey,  150  Fulton  street.  New  York.  This  is  a  use- 
ful book  on  Lloyds.  It  is  a  series  of  articles  on 
that  serious  farce.  Insurance  on  the  American 
Lloyds  Plan.  The  "  individual  underwriters"  are 
pictured  on  page  30.  seven  in  a  row,  suggestive  of 
the  row  when  the  policyholder  attempts  to  collect 
his  loss  claim.  The  subscribers  or  individual 
underwriters  are  the  bookkeeper,  clerk,  waiter, 
scrub-woman,  negro  waiter,  street-sweeper,  mes- 
senger-boy, and  ofllce-boy.  The  hook  abounds  in 
facts  and  good  sense.  No  man  who  reads  it  will 
insure  in  the  Lloyds. 

Annnal  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Five  Patrol 
to  the  N.  Y.  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters.  The 
average  loss  to  insurance  in  thirty-nine  years  is 
shown  to  be  S.73  on  buildings  and  25.35  on  contents, 
or  17.72  on  both. 

Spontaneous  Combustion  and  Dust  Explosions: 
by  C.  C.  Hine,  New  York;  price  50  cents.  A  read- 
able and  serviceable  compilation  of  instances  and 
theories,  covering  122  pages. 

Penn.  Ins.  Kept. :  fire.    Very  late. 


Where  is  W.  B.  Burford? 

The  following  dispatch  appears  in  the  Eastern 
press: 

Piano,  Tex.,  Oct.  30.— W.  B.  Burford,  local  agent 
here,  disappeared  shortly  after  the  conflagration 
on  Saturday,  and  so  have  the  registers  of  all  his 
companies.  Investigation  proves  that  he  has  been 
engaged  in  crooked  work  for  some  lime,  using  the 
old  dodge  of  writing  policies  from  the  bottom  of  the 
list,  also  of  writing  large  policies  on  special 
hazards  and  reporting  small  ones  on  dwellings. 


It  is  yet  impossible  to  tell  what  business  has 
been  written,  but  unheard  of  contracts  appear 
daily. 

Our  Exchanges.— We  miss  the  reminiscences 
which  formerly  appeared  in  the  Chicago  Argus  as  a 
'•  Letter  from  San  Francisco."  .  .  .  T.  E.  Pumper 
writes  to  the  New  York  Yellow-Back  a  letter  from 
the  Pacific  Coast,  in  which,  strange  to  relate, 
every  general  agent  or  general  agency  is  "  pros- 
perous," or  is  making  "progress,"  or  "growing 
handsomely."  or  "  shows  a  healthy  increase,"  or  is 
the  "largest  agency,"  or  is  "meeting  with  suc- 
cess," if  it  subscribes  for  the  Yellow-Back  .  .  .The 
Hartford  Journal  pours  ice-water  down  the  spinal 
column  of  The  Insurance  Press.  The  effect  is 
stimulating..  .  .  The  Vindicator  prints  the  ads.  of 
six  New  Orleans  tire  insurance  companies.  And 
N'Orleans  is  a  smaller  and  jayer  town  than  Frisco. 
.  .  .  One  of  the  most  readable  English  insurance 
journals  is  the  Insurance  Gazette  of  24  Bedford 
street.  Strand.  London,  without  a  comma  after  the 
24.  Naturally,  it  prints  many  excerpta  from  the 
American  insurance  press.  It  is  a  way  that  lively 
foreign  insurance  journals  have.  .  .  .  The  Insur- 
ance Spectator  of  London  still  comes  to  us  ad- 
dressed to  320  Sansome,  whence  we  moved  live 
years  ago.  .  .  .  N.  H.  Weed,  recently  with  the 
Vigilant,  is  now  editor  of  the  Western  Insurance 
Review.  .  .  .  The  Bulletin  of  Toronto  is  doing  good 
service  to  life  insurance  by  exposing  the  short- 
comings of  the  I.  O.  F.  and  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  .  .  .  The 
Insurance  Agents'  Journal  &  OfBcial  Gazette,  of 
London,  contains  two  unique  "  insurance"  adver- 
tisements, to-wit:  "a  famous  female  mixture,"  and 
"to  the  married."  .  .  .  Anyone  who  likes  the  Ladies 
Home  Journal,  the  Bazar  and  the  Sunday-School 
Times  will  find  some  interesting  matter  in  Rough 
Notes  of  Indianapolis. 


Death  by  Tooth-Pulling  not  an  Accident.— E.  L.  La 

Bossiere  of  Detroit  held  a  $3,000  policy  in  the 
American  Employers'  Liability.  One  of  his  teeth 
ached  nightly,  and  he  had  a  dentist  extract  it.  In 
the  operation  La  Bosslere's  jaw  was  broken. 
Blood-poisoning  followed,  and  the  unfortunate  man 
died. 

The  heirs  brought  suit  against  the  company  for 
the  amount  of  his  insurance  policy,  the  contention 
being  that  his  death  was  caused  by  the  accident  in 
the  dentist's  chair.  The  court  told  the  jury  that 
tooth-pulling  and  the  resultant  evils  are  not  acci- 
dents within  the  meaning  and  liability  of  insur- 
ance companies,  and  directed  a  verdict  for  the 
defendants. 


Doggone  Good,— The  story  is  old,  the  application 
is  good.  It  bears  reprinting.  Whether  Phelps  or 
somebody  else  first  applied  it  does  not  matter. 

"Bill  Thompson's  dog  got  his  head  stuck  in  a 
pitcher.  Bill  cut  off  the  dog's  head  to  save  the 
pitcher  and  then  broke  the  pitcher  to  get  the  head 
out.  This  fairly  illustrates  the  wisdom  of  the  man 
who  goes  without  insurance  to  save  money,  and 
then  dies  before  he  earns  the  money  he  expected 
to  save." 
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Ex-Centerlc. 
An  Eastern  paper  pauses  in  its  work  of  com- 
piliui?  a  list  of  new  insurance  companies,  such 
as  the  Pike  County  Farmers"  Mutual,  and 
remarks  that  San  Francisco  is  not  an  insur- 
ance center.  Well,  perhaps  not,  but  we  do 
know  that  the  avera^re  San  Franciscan,  as  we 
have  before  remarked,  is  a  cheap  insurance 
scenter. 

Chas.  If.  Comstock. 

This  young  man  formerly  represented  the 
Fidelity  Mutual  Life  hat-passer  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. He  ran  behind  in  his  accounts  seve'ral 
thousand  dollars,  and  was  guilty  of  several 
things  which  tend  to  the  abridgement  of 
somebody's  personal  liberty.  He  was  a  swift 
young  man.  A  few  days  ago  he  and  his 
progress  were  arrested  in  New  York,  where 
he  is  charged  with  the  larceny  of  several 
thousand  dollars  worth  of  jewelry. 


The  claims  are  five  months  old,  and  they  are 
held  by  business  men  who  railed  against  "the 
insurance  monopoly,"  and  cursed  the  insur- 
ance compact. 


Twenty-nine  Ifew  Mutnals. 

This  is  the  number  of  new  mutuals,  all  fire 
except  one,  that  were  organized  in  Pennsyl- 
vania within  the  twelve  months  ending  April 
I,  1895.  And  it  was  not  a  good  year  for  new 
Pennsylvania  mutuals  either. 

The  total  receipts,  premiums  and  assess- 
ments, of  all  the  193  fire  mutuals  of  this 
afflicted  state  were -Si. 391.096,  or  one-ninth  of 
the  whole  stock  and  mutual  pi'emiums.  The 
mutuals  gained  .?20o.ooo.  and  the  stock  com- 
panies lost  .?272,ooo.  The  mutuals  have  been 
gaining  steadily  during  the  past  eight  years 
— and  so  have  the  stock  companies. 


Lloyds. 

Locusts,  the  insurance  depaTtment  of  Illi- 
nois calls  them.  They  flourish  on  green 
things,  anyway.  Mr.  Durfee  preferred 
"lixusts"  to  "  low  cusses."'  The  list  of  sub- 
scribers of  the  Mei'chants  Union  of  New  York 
includes  these  capitalists:  David  Bush, 
country  store-keeper,  Oakland  village,  New 
Jersey.  Maross  Jenkins,  agent  for  Coal  Oil 
Johnny  soap.  Jno.  G.  Crawford,  dry  goods 
buyer.  John  H.  De  Mott,  life  insurance 
agent.  Berthold  Frankel,  fire  insurance 
broker.  Edw.  Reid.  "late""  of  a  bank.  Other 
"capitalists"  are  a  retail  cigar  dealer,  the 
vice  president  of  a  "  mining  "  company,  and  a 
printer.  Several  of  the  same  names  appear 
in  the  list  of  subscribers  of  the  Home  Pro- 
tection Fire  Underwriters.  This  brace  of 
Lloyds  are  fairly  good  specimens. 

A  number  of  unpaid  claims  against  the 
Lloyds   are    reported    in   Birmingham,   Ala. 


The  United  Artisans. 

This  is  the  name  of  a  new  bat-passer  in 
Portland,  Oregon.  There  are  seven  "  su- 
premes."  including  two  McKennas.  John  M. 
Mitchell,  federal  senator,  is  a  director,  and 
John  H.  Mitchell  is  "  supreme"'  conductor;  or 
is  this  a  typographical  eiTor.  and  the  two 
Johns  are  one  and  the  same?  The  other 
directors  are  the  officers. 

The  United  Artisans  is  a  snide  life  insurance 
scheme. 

Do  Senator  Mitchell  and  Judge  Bellinger 
know  that  their  names  are  used  to  support 
this  humbug;  Is  it  possible  that  they  do  not 
know  that  a  thousand  or  more  similar 
schemes,  juggling  with  figures,  and  despising 
the  law  of  mortalitv,  have  failed!  . 


Distribution  of  Surplus  in  Great  Britain. 

The  Board  of  Trade  returns  form  a  rich  field 
for  investigation.  Mr.  Hewatt  in  1S80  ex- 
amined the  returns  of  77  offices,  and  found 
that  about  .£2.285.000  is  divided  annually  in 
cash  among  policyholders,  which  is  equivalent 
to  the  whole  of  the  loading,  and  equals  about 
23  per  cent,  of  the  premiums. 

The  accumulated  funds  amounted  to  £104,- 
000.000. 

The  average  annual  premium  amounted  to 
£9.882.000. 

The  average  interest  earned  was  4}5  per 
cent.,  or.  roundly,  about  i  per  cent,  in  excess 
of  than  assumed. 

Taken  to  the  nearest  unit,  the  proportion  of 
the  sources  of  .■surplus  is  about  as  follows: 

39  per  cent,  from  loading. 

46  per  cent,  from  interest. 

5  per  cent,  from  profit  on  investment  and 
sundries. 

10  per  cent,  from  surrenders,  foi'feited  pol- 
icies and  favoi-able  mortality. 

Thirt.v  offices  grant  a  reversionary  addition 
of  a  uniform  percentage  of  the  sum  assured 
for  each  premium  paid.  Sometimes  bonus  on 
bonus  is  given  to  benefit  the  older  policies, 
which  causes  much  anxiety  to  actuaries  and 
boards  of  directors. 

Eight  offices  divide  in  proportion  to  the 
difference  between  accumulated  premiums 
and  value  of  the  i»licy.  After  the  first  divis- 
ion, it  is  worked  with  a  hypothetical  policy  as 
already  exijlained. 
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Eight  offices  make  a  special  point  of  grant- 
ing a  reduction  of  the  premium,  which  nearly 
all  allow. 

Two  offices  divide  in  proportion  to  accumu- 
lated premiums,  which  works  all  right,  if  the 
premiums  are  loaded  equally  throughout  by  a 
percentage. 

Three  office  divide  in  proiwrtion  to  value  of 
policy,  which,  of  late,  is  in  some  cases  modi- 
fied to  a  division  in  proportion  to  increase  in 
value. 

Two  offices  divide  in  proportion  to  accumu- 
lated loading.  — Robt.  G.  Hann. 


teach    "the  art"  in   advertising  literature? 
Why  not  educate  the  public  ? 


Tlie  Travelers  Ins.  Co.'s  Recent  Progress. 

The  accident  department  of  this  great  life 
office  presents  some  startling  statistics.  One 
in  eight  of  all  the  accident  policy-holders  has 
been  injured  to  a  disabling  extent.  When  we 
consider,  also,  that  many  were  injured  slightly 
and  made  no  claims,  the  liability  to  accidents 
is  seen  to  be  far  greater  than  is  generally 
supposed. 

Altogether,  since  organized,  the  Travelers 
has  paid  .?2g,ooo,ooo  for  lost  time.  ?2, 151,000 
was  paid  in  1894. 

The  increase  in  accident  premiums  for  the 
first  six  months  of  this  year  was  J166.000. 
Handsome  gains  have  been  made  in  the  life 
department  also.  The  Travelers  will  make  a 
splendid  showing  of  the  business  of  1895,  in 
premivims  and  assets. 

The  Pacific  Coast  department,  under  Man- 
ager Haskell,  will  make  a  very  creditable 
report.  So  far  this  year  the  Coast  business 
has  increased  about  33>3  per  cent,  over  the 
same  time  last  year. 

The  Travelers  issues  all  of  the  most  desir- 
able kinds  of  life  policies,  and  gives  positive 
guarantees  in  every  case.  Both  liberality  of 
provisions  and  cost  recommend  these  policies. 


Yof  can  not  work  for  ever.  That's  where 
the  endowment  policy  is  so  opportune.  Be- 
sides, as  a  rule,  without  that  endowment  pol- 
icy you  would  not  save  the  amount  of  the  prem- 
ium yearly.  The  endowment  policy  makes 
you  thrifty. 

A  GOOD  PHTSici-iX  instructs  his  patient  in 
the  rules  of  health,  a  good  lawyer  helps  his 
client  to  settle  without  litigation.  Why 
should  not  an  insurance  company  teach  the 
art  of  fire  prevention  i  Aren't  the  fire  insur- 
ance companies  teaching  the  lesson  all  the 
time,  with  the  aid  of  specials,  and  inspecting 
bureaus,  and  building  laws,  and  reductions  in 
rates  for  improvements   in   risks*    Why   not 


National  Association  of  Life  Underwriters. 

The  sixth  annual  convention  was  held  in 
Philadelphia  Oct.  23,  24  and  25.  Mayor  War- 
wick made  the  speech  of  welcome.     He  said : 

"  I  do  not  know  anything  in  the  world  so 
beneficial  in  its  influences  and  so  far  extend- 
ing in  its  benefactions  as  life  insurance. 
America  leads  in  life  insurance.  Does  it  not 
show  that  we  are  a  prudent,  thrifty  people? 
It  shows  that  we  are  an  affectionate  people, 
and  that  the  home  is  absolutely  the  lamp  of 
life  in  the  Republic.  Any  man  who  carries 
life  insurance  has  an  interest  in  tlie  preserva- 
tion and  supremacy  of  law." 

The  attendance  was  good.  Of  the  thirty- 
one  life  associations,  all  but  two  were  repre- 
sented by  one  or  more  delegates.  The  new 
San  Francisco  Life  Underwriters'  Association 
was  represented  by  Charles  E.  McLane  of  the 
New  York  Life.  Ben  S.  Calef,  representing 
the  Manhattan  in  Boston,  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  National  Association  for  the  ensu- 
ing year. 

A  resolution  that  companies  officially  notify 
applicants  of  their  declination  was  carried. 

The  anti-rebate  measure  prepared  by  Com- 
missioner Merrill  of  Massachusetts,  and 
endorsed  by  the  companies  generally,  was 
endorsed  unconditionally,  though  several 
delegates  expressed  doubts  of  its  utility. 

The  essay  by  Henry  K.  Simonds,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, on  the  subject  of  local  associations, 
was  awarded  the  Calef  silver  loving  cup. 

Actuary  McClintock  of  the  Mutual  Life 
made  a  strong  plea  for  the  endowment  form 
of  life  insurance.  It  is  specially  adapted  for 
the  younger  men  and  the  older  men.  This 
form  of  insurance  originated  in  England,  but 
it  was  first  taken  up  seriously  in  this  country. 


Happened  in  California,  Too.— The  Vindicator  is 
reminded  of  a  queer  case  that  is  said  to  have  hap- 
pened "once  upon  a  time."  An  agent  secured  an 
application  from  a  man  wbom  he  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve was  suflerinK  from  Bright's  disea.se.  In  order 
"to  get  him  through"  the  agent  skilfully  substi- 
tuted his  own  urine  tor  that  of  the  applicant's. 
The  doctor  made  the  e.xamination,  but  called  the 
agent  aside  and  told  him  the  urine  indicated  that 
the  applicant  was  in  the  last  stages  of  Bright's 
disease;  whereupon  the  agent  fainted  away,  and 
confessed,  but  continued  to  live. 


A  Thought.— For  the  Lite  Insurance  Man :  Hun- 
dreds ot  uninsured  men  die  every  day  1  Perhaps  it 
is  your  fault  that  some  of  these  ruen  are  uninsured. 
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The  Evil  of  Rebate  in  Life  Insurance. 

Tbe  New  Agheement  Against  Rebating— It  Is 
Generally   Signed,  and  Is  Notc,  in  Force. 

Rebating  in  life  insurance  is  i-ecognized  as 
an  evil  which  demoralizes  agents  and  dis- 
criminates against  the  older  policyholders. 
It  is  an  evil  which  has  grown  to  gigantic  pro- 
portions iu  American  life  insurance,  notwith- 
standing anti-rebate  legislation  based  on  the 
mutual  character  of  all  lite  insurance  con- 
tracts. The  causes  of  this  growth  need  not  be 
discussed  here. 

A  satisfactory  plan  for  the  prevention  of 
rebating,  and  for  the  enforcement  of  anti- 
rebate  laws,  in  the  form  of  a  compact,  has 
been  signed  by  nearly  all  the  principal  Ameri- 
can life  insurance  companies. 

This  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  it 
can  hardly  fail  to  be  of  benefit.  The  evil  has 
been  ofBcially  and  formally-  recognized,  and 
the  almost  unanimous  attempt  to  abate  it  is 
an  indication  that  rebating  has  at  last  reached 
that  point  in  demoralization  when  its  sup- 
pression, by  remedies  never  so  drastic,  is  only 
a  question  of  a  short  time. 

We  are  not  so  sanguine,  however,  as  to  be- 
lieve that  rebating  can  be  abolished  by  the 
referee  and  his  able  secretary  as  long  as  ex- 
cessive commissions  are  paid  solicitors. 

Let  the  companies  now  agree  to  pay  no  more 
than  50  per  cent,  for  new  business,  and 
Messrs.  Russell  and  Merrill  can  accomplish 
something  and  will  earn  their  salaries. 

At  the  New  York  meeting,  October  12, 
twenty-seven  life  companies  were  repre- 
sented. The  following  agreement  was 
adopted,  and  has  been  signed  by  the  companies 
enumerated  below ; 

THE   agreement. 

Whereas,  The  rebate  of  insurance  premiums 
has  become  an  admiued  evil  of  such  magnitude 
that  the  legislatures  of  twenty-one  states  have 
enacted  laws  forbidding  rebates  and  providing 
penalties  for  violations  of  such  laws,  and 

Whereas,  Although  the  courts  have  confirmed 
the  validity  of  such  laws  they  have  generally  been 
a  dead  letter,  and 

Whereas,  Life  insurance  companies  have  placed 
themselves  on  record,  without  exception,  as  believ- 
ing that  the  discontinuance  of  rebating,  whether 
prohibited  by  law  or  not,  would  be  equally  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  Insured,  the  agent  and  the 
company,  and 

Whereas.  The  result  of  unorganized  efforts  for 
the  enforcement  of  anti-rebate  laws  has  shown  that 
the  practice  of  rebating  can  be  successfully  sup- 
pressed only  by  the  active  organized  co-operation 
of  all  lite  insurance  companies;  therefore. 


Ittmlred.  That  each  of  the  companies,  whose 
names  are  subscribed  hereto,  agrees  with  each  of 
the  other  subscribing  companies,  and  with  those 
companies  who  may  hereafter  join  herein  and 
become  parties  hereto. 

First.  That  it  will  not  itself  pay  or  allow,  or 
offer  to  pay  or  allow,  nor  will  it  permit  any  person 
connected  with  it  in  any  capacity  to  pay  or  allow, 
or  offer  to  pay  or  allow,  any  rebate  of  premium  iu 
any  manner  whatsoever,  directly  or  indirectly. 

Second.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
this  agreement,  a  referee,  who  has  no  official  con- 
nection with  any  life  Insurance  company,  shall  be 
appointed,  who  shall  examine  into  and  decide  all 
charges  of  violation  of  the  first  article  hereof,  and 
all  charges  of  rebating  by  agents  or  others,  and 
whose  decisions  shall  be  final.  Such  referee  to  be 
at  liberty  to  act  on  such  written  or  oral  statement 
and  in  such  mode  of  procedure  as  he  may  thiuk 
proper,  and  not  to  be  bound  by  legal  rules  of  evi- 
dence or  procedure,  nor  to  be  required  to  hear 
counsel. 

Third.  That  on  the  decision  of  the  referee  that 
any  person  connected  in  any  capacity  with  any 
company  party  hereto  has  made  any  rebate  in  any 
manner  whatsoever,  directly  or  indirectly,  such 
person  shall  immediately  be  dismissed  from  the 
service  of  said  company,  and  shall  not,  for  a  period 
of  one  year  thereafter,  be  again  employed  by  any 
company  party  hereto.    - 

Fourth.  That  said  referee,  upon  having  his 
attention  called  to  any  case  of  a  violation  of  the 
criminal  laws  of  any  one  of  the  states  against 
rebating  by  any  life  insurance  company,  or  any 
agent  of  any  life  insurance  company,  shall  take 
steps,  if  he  deem  it  expedient,  to  have  such  case 
prosecuted  by  the  proper  authorities  in  such 
state,  and  may  employ  counsel  in  such  state  to 
assist  in  such  prosecution,  the  fees  and  expenses 
of  such  counsel  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  herein- 
after provided  for. 

Fifth.  That  a  fund  of  ten  thousand  dollars 
(^lo.ooo)  shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  said 
referee,  which  fund  shall  be  contributed  and  con- 
tiuuously  maintained  by  assessments  on  the 
several  companies  parties  hereto,  in  proportion  to 
the  amount  of  insurance  written  in  the  year  1S94. 

Sixth.  That  said  referee  is  authorized,  at  his 
discretion,  to  offer  rewards  for  the  evidence  neces- 
sary to  establish  a  violation  of  any  rebate  law  or 
of  any  article  of  this  agreement  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars  ($100)  in  any  one  case. 

Seventh.  That  said  referee  shall  have  a  salary 
of  the  amount  of  two  thousand  dollars  ($2,ouo)  per 
annum,  payable  monthly  from  the  fund  established 
by  Section  5,  and  shall  be  entitled  also  to  reimburse 
himself  out  of  said  fund  for  such  traveling  ex- 
penses, postage,  telegrams  and  other  incidental 
expenses  as  he  may  deem  it  necessary  to  incur; 
and  shall  also  be  authorized  to  employ  a  secretary 
and  such  clerical  assistance  as  he  may  deem  neces- 
sary, and  to  pay  such  secretary  and  clerical 
assistance  out  of  said  fund,  the  amount  to  be  paid 
for  such  secretary  and  clerical  assistance,  how- 
ever, not  to  exceed  three  thousand  dollars  ($3,000) 
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per  annum;  statement  of  account,  properly  audited 
by  the  president  of  one  of  the  companies  party  to 
this  agreement,  and  having  its  home  office  in  Bos- 
ton, to  be  rendered  with  every  assessment. 

Eighth.  That  said  referee  shall  notify  each  com- 
pany party  hereto  of  any  decision  made  hy  him 
under  this  agreement. 

Ninth.  That  in  case  of  a  vacancy  at  any  time  in 
the  position  of  referee,  a  new  referee  shall  be 
chosen  by  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  the  com- 
panies parties  hereto,  such  choice  to  be  made 
either  at  a  meeting  called  for  that  purpose  or  by 
correspondence. 

Tenth.  That  this  agreement  may  be  modified  or 
abrogated  at  any  time  by  a  majority  of  the  com- 
panies parties  hereto  at  a  meeting  to  be  called  by 
the  referee  or  on  the  written  request  of  five  of  said 
companies. 

Eleventh.  That  each  company  party  hereto  shall 
immediately  notify  all  its  agents  of  the  adoption 
of  this  agreement,  and  that  same  shall  go  into 
effect  on  and  after  November  i,  1895. 

Iteiiolfed,  That  copies  of  this  agreement  be  fur- 
nished to  every  life  insurance  company  not  repre- 
sented at  this  meeting  and  to  the  national  and  all 
state  associations  of  life  underwriters,  with  a  re- 
quest for  their  hearty  co-operation. 
•  Ex-Governor  Russell  of  Massachusetts  was 
tendered  and  has  accepted  the  position  of 
referee,  and  has  appointed  the  author  of  the 
plan.  Insurance  Commissioner  Merrill  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, his  secretary. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  signers  and  non- 
signers  at  the  present  writing: 


SEGXERS. 

Bi-rk.-iliire. 
lirouklyn. 

Cuuncetlfiit  General. 
Equitable  Life. 
Gennania. 
Home  Life. 
.Johu  Haneuek. 
Mutual  Life.  N*ew  York. 
Matiliattan  Life. 
Metropolit,in. 
Massachusetts  Mutual. 
Michigan  Mutual. 
Mutual  of  Kentucky. 
Mutual  Benellt  Life. 
Xational  of  Vermont. 
New  England  Mutual. 
Xew  York  Life. 
Xurtliwestern  Mutual. 
PI'U?iil.\  Mutual. 
Provident  Savings. 
Prudential. 

Provident  Lite  &  Trust. 
Penn  Mutual. 
State  Mutual  Life. 
United  States  Life. 
Union  Central. 
Union  MutuJl  Life 
Vermont. 
"Wasiiington  Life. 

President  Moore  of  the  Pacific  Mutual  Life 
of    Sail    Francisco    speaks    favorably   of    the 


XOX-SIGXERS. 

.Etna.  Hartford. 

Anreriean  Union. 

Bankers  Life.  Neb. 

Conneetleut  Mutual. 

Covenant  Mutual,  St.  Louis. 

Canada  Lift-. 

Equitable.  Iowa. 

Gerniau  Mutual,  St. Louis. 

Iowa  Life. 

Kansas  Mutual. 

Life  Ins.  Clearing  Co. 

Mar.vland. 

Mutual,  Indianapolis. 

Mutual.  Baltiniure. 

Xederland. 

Life  Ins.  Co.  of  Virginia. 

Paelflc  Mutual  Life. 

Presbyt'au   Ministers  Fund. 

Register.  Iowa. 

Royal  Union.  Des  Moines. 

Sun  Life. 

Travelers. 

Union  Life,  Omaha. 

United  States  Industrial. 

Western  &  Soulliern. 


movement.  His  company  will  probably  sign 
tlie  agreement  after  giving  the  matter  con- 
sideration. The  position  of  the  ^Etna,  the 
Connecticut  Mutual  and  the  Travelers  is 
stated  elsewhere.  It  is  possible  that  these 
companies  may  reconsider  their  refusal.  Ex- 
cepting these  companies  the  non-signers  are 
of  little  importance  in  the  life  insurance 
world . 

Rebating  is  exceptionally  bad  on  the  Pacific 
Coast,  especially  here  in  California.  The 
Coast  Review,  speaking  for  Coast  life  men 
generally.,  therefore  expresses  the  most  cor- 
dial sympathy  with  this  new  movement,  and 
a  hope  that  all  the  companies  will  sign  and 
live  up  to  the  agreement. 


Agreement  Against  Rehating. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Insurance  Commis- 
sioner Merrill  of  Massachusetts  a  meeting 
was  held  in  New  York  last  month  to  consider 
means  for  the  suppression  of  rebating.  An 
agreement  not  to  pay  nor  allow  to  be  paid  a 
rebate  from  the  premium,  directly  nor  indi- 
rectly, nor  make  nor  allow  to  be  made  auj' 
offer  of  rebate. 

The  Connecticut  Mutual,  Travelers  and 
.Etna  declined  to  sign  the  agreement.  The 
first  two  declined  in  advance  of  the  meeting. 

Col.  Greene  of  the  Connecticut  Mutual  said  : 
So  far  every  anti-rebate  law  has  been  a  dead 
letter.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  secure  the 
evidence  necessary  to  a  conviction.  The 
agent  is  not  going  to  give  himself  away,  and 
the  receiver  of  the  rebate  is  not  going  to  give 
away  the  agent.  The  Connecticut  Mutual 
has  not  taken  any  part  in  this  meeting, 
because  it  is  not  doing  any  rebating,  and  is 
not  paying  its  agents  commissions,  bonuses  or 
prizes  which  tliey  can  afford  to  divide  with 
their  customers.  If  the  offending  companies 
would  bring  their  commissions  down  to  our 
scale,  rebating  would  stop  without  law  and 
without  agreement.  The  ambitious  and  push- 
ing companies  begot  and  bred  up  the  rebate 
evil  by  the  great  commissions  which  they 
paid.  So  long  as  they  supply  the  means  the 
rebating  will  coutinue. 

President  Batterson  of  the  Travelers  said  : 
The  Travelers  will  respect  the  rebate  law. 
The  company's  agents  can  and  will  be  con- 
trolled. Our  refusal  to  meet  in  convention 
with  the  other  companies  is  not  owing  to  any 
hostility  to  anti-rebate  laws,  but  because  we 
believe  it  bad  policy  to  put  the  machinery  of 
a  public  statute  in  force  by  private  organiza- 
tion at  private  expense.  The  enforcement  of 
this  agreement  will  cause  trouble  in  the  case 
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of  the  discharge  of  an  agent  with  a  valuable 
eontract.  The  chief  cause  of  the  rebate  evil 
is  the  payment  of  high  commissions,  such  as 
60  and  70  and  80  per  cent,  of  the  first  year's 
premiums,  and  additional  bonus  for  an  agreed 
amount  of  business. 

President  Bulkeley,  of  the  ^Etna  Life, 
attended  the  meeting  and  spoke  against  the 
agreement.  He  argued  that  there  was  al- 
ready sullicient  legal  machiuerj'  regulating 
the  business  of  insurance  in  about  forty 
states,  and  twenty-one  states  now  have  laws 
against  rebating.  As  a  general  rule  all  com- 
panies pay  suEBcient  money  into  the  various 
state  treasuries  to  be  entitled  to  all  remedial 
or  protective  legislation.  Rebating  should 
be  discouraged  by  all  companies,  and  the  law 
against  it  should  be  enforced  by  the  olBcers 
of  the  law. 

The  companies  which  signed  the  agreement 
evidently  considered  it  an  experiment  worth 
trying,  anyway. 


gently  to  the  assui-ed  and  explain  to  him  how 
and  why  his  rate  is  made." 


Universal  Mercantile  Schedule. 

Manager  Wilmerding  of  the  Rochester 
Rating  Bureau  writes  of  the  Universal  Mer- 
cantile Schedule:  "When  the  schedule  was 
put  into  effect  here  the  several  non-board 
companies  fell  into  line  and  became  supporters 
of  tariff  rates.  The  losses  on  schedule-rated 
business  for  a  given  term  was  1.4  per  cent,  of 
the  insurance  involved,  whei-eas  losses  on 
business  not  rated  by  schedule  was  4.4  per 
cent,  of  insurance  involved.  It  is  quite  cer- 
tain that  the  use  of  the  So  percent,  co-insur- 
ance clause  is  much  more  general  under  the 
schedule  than  heretofore,  and  therefore  has 
increased  the  amount  of  insurance  involved. 
Beside  the  impi'ovements  obtained  by  the 
schedule  in  old  buildings,  the  class  of  con- 
struction of  new  buildings  has  improved  to  a 
wonderful  extent,  based  largely  upon  the 
forms  of  construction  recommended  and  recog- 
nized by  the  schedule.  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  there  is  no  better  schedule  at  present  in 
use.  The  fire  hazard  of  a  risk  is  more 
accurately  measured  by  that  schedule  than 
by  any  other.  A  great  many  of  the  local 
agents  are  opposed  to  the  schedule  because  it 
is  to  them  too  intricate  and  cumbersome;  yet 
these  same  agents  have  repeatedly  told  me 
they  would  not  waste  their  time  studying 
such  a  system,  so  the  opinion  of  such  men  is 
of  little  value.  It  has  been  my  experience 
that  those  agents  who  have  given  the  sched- 
ule the  closest  study  have  been  most  success- 
ful in  the  retaining  of  old  business  and  in 
acquiring  new,  because  they  can  talk  intelli- 


Tlie  Royal  Fraternal  Gaardians. 

The  oi-ganizer  and  secretary  of  this  San 
Francisco  humbug,  a  Mr.  Howard,  took  into 
partnership  Wm.  H.  Pettis  and  Harvey  W. 
Snow,  and  left  them  in  charge  of  the  office. 
Now  he  regrets  it.  Pettis  and  Snow,  alleged 
capitalists,  were  to  pay  all  the  preliminary 
expenses  of  printing,  etc.,  while  Secretary 
Howard  and  Maj.  S.  B.  Abbott  traveled  about 
the  country,  distributing  attractive  "fly" 
printed  bait,  and  initiating  members  on  street 
corners,  at  the  road-side,  and  in  back  rooms. 

Howard  was  to  put  in  his  experience  in 
"fraternal"  insurance,  against  the  promised 
coin  of  the  "wealthy"  Snow  and  Pettis. 
Business  flowed  into  the  office  of  the  Fraternal 
Guardians  in  the  Safe  Deposit  building, 
accompanied  by  coin  for  initiation  fees  and 
dues.  The  fool-killer  had  not  recently  visited 
the  localities  in  which  Howard  and  Abbott 
found  a  need  and  a  demand  for  Royal 
Fraternal  Guardians. 

Returning  to  San  Francisco,  pleased  with 
his  success,  and  rejoicing  over  the  bank 
account  as  deposited  by  his  partners,  Secre- 
tary Howard  found  a  displeasing  surprise  in 
store  for  him.  His  society  had  no  bank 
account.  The  credit  of  the  R.  F.  G.  was 
"  N.  G."  The  wicked  partners  had  used  all 
the  money  to  pay  living  and  office  expenses. 
Worse,  they  had  given  their  notes  for  the 
printing,  and  had  taken  up  the  notes  with  the 
money  sent  in  by  the  organizers  of  "  lodges  " 
and  designed  to  meet  losses.  In  great  indig- 
nation, the  secretary  resigned. 

This  is  the  story  we  have  received  from  a 
credible  source.     We  do  not  doubt  it. 

Now  the  society  of  Royal  Fraternal 
Guai'dians  has  no  money.  It  survives  fi-om 
day  to  day  because  it  has  not  yet  had  a  loss. 
The  end  is  not  far  off. 

Messrs.  Snow  and  Pettis  were  formerly 
connected  with  an  "endowment"  humbug. 
They  created  the  bubble,  and  supplied  it  with 
wind,  but  it  bursted. 


Mr.  John  M.  Pattison,  president  of  the  Union  Cen- 
tral Life  Insurance  Company  of  Cincinnati,  was 
born  in  that  state  in  1S47.  He  entered  tlie  Union 
army  when  but  sixteen.  He  graduated  from  the 
Ohio  Wesleyan  University  in  1869,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Ohio  bar  in  1872.  Mr.  Pattison  was 
elected  vice-president  and  manager  of  the  Union 
Central  in  iSSi,  and  ten  years  later,  in  iSgi,  presi- 
dent. He  has  been  an  Ohio  state  senator,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  fifty-second  congress. — Insurance 
Press. 
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Life  and  Casualty  Paragraphs. 

Has  Coaimissiouer  Merrill  of  Massachusetts 
disi'harged  a  political  debt .' 

A  high  rebate  writer  who  wrote  two  mil- 
lious  last  rear  found  his  net  income  only 
•$2.500. — Soule. 

The  Central  Life  Assurance  Society  of  the 
United  States  has  been  organized  in  the 
capital  of  Iowa. 

The  Ocean  has  a  notion  that  newspaper 
accident  insurance  is  profitable.  Other  com- 
panies, as  a  rule,  refuse. 

The  Alliance  of  London  has  reduced  rates 
in  its  life  department,  and  expenditures  are 
to  be  reduced  to  10  per  cent. 

Supt.  Pierce  of  the  New  York  insui-ance 
department  advances  the  opinion  that  rebat- 
ing voids  the  policy  wherever  the  anti-rebate 
law  is  on  the  statute  books.  Such  a  contract 
is  in  violation  of  law. 

The  Austrian  state  accident  scheme  is  pro- 
•nounced  a  failure  by  the  Insurance  Spectator 
of  London.  The  branch  for  Lower  Austria 
(Vienna)  reports  a  deficit  of  nearly  a  million 
dollars  on  the  1894  business. 

The  American  Exchange  &  Review  issued 
daily  editions  during  the  meeting  of  the 
National  Association  of  Life  Underwriters 
last  month,  The  Standard  of  Boston,  of  Oct. 
26,  contains  a  lengthy  report  of  the  meeting. 

The  detectives  would  like  to  embrace  this 
Vice,  one  Chas.  H.,  absconding  treasurer  of 
the  Home  Mutual  Aid  Association  of  Kansas 
City.  Five  hundred  persons  quickly  parted 
with  811,000  and  then  the  treasurer  departed. 

The  Odd  Fellows  Fraternal  Accident  Asso- 
ciation resibted  a  death  claim  because  it  was 
not  filed  within  ten  days  after  the  accident. 
The  "  assured "'  stepped  on  a  rusty  nail. 
Fourteen  days  later  he  died  of  lock-jaw.  The 
federal  court  gave  the  widow  a  judgment  for 
?'5-495-  Very  "fraternal,"  this  alleged  Qdd 
Fellows  assessment  accident  company. 

Several  life  companies  have  sent  out  a  cir- 
cular to  agents,  notifying  them  of  the  signing 
of  the  New  York  agreement,  and  that  the 
agents  and  solicitors  are  forbidden  under 
any  circumstances,  directly  or  indirectly,  to 
allow  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  rebate,  and 
that  any  violation  of  this  i-ule  will  result  in 
discharge  and  subject  them  to  the  penalties 
of  the  law.  Doubtless  all  the  other  companies 
will  issue  similar  circulars. 


A  four-page  extra  on  the  Bankers  Alliance, 
John  D.  Mouser  and  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund 
was  issued  from  this  office  last  month.  It  is 
for  sale  at  a  reasonable  price  per  dozen  or 
hundred  copies.  Write  to  us  or  to  your  com- 
pany for  copies. 

A  New  York  daily  howler  says  a  well 
dressed  man  applied  for  -$300,000  life  insur- 
ance, and  passed  a  medical  examination. 
The  broker  rejoiced  over  his  $7,000  commission 
•'in  sight,"  until  it  was  learned  that  the 
applicant  was  an  escaped  lunatic. 

The  Equitable  Life  issues  its  Record  in  a 
new  and  improved  form,  but  the  old  poster 
type  is  still  adhered  to.  We  suggest  that 
the  ••make  up''  be  left  to  the  printer.  Ne 
sutor  ultra  crcpidam.  Like  the  Spectator,  we 
too  have  an  unabridged  Webster,  with  a 
Latin  appendix. 

Holmes,  alias  Mudgett,  "the  criminal  of 
the  century."  has  been  tried,  and  found  guilty 
of  the  murder  of  Petzel  for  life  insurance 
money.  Holmes  is  also  chai-ged  with  the  mur- 
der of  several  women  and  children,  as  well  as 
several  men,  to  obtain  money  and  to  iJrevent 
exposure. 

At  a  recent  trial  in  England  one  of  the  wit- 
nesses testified  that  a  "heavy  drinker,"  in 
his  opinion,  is  a  man  who  drinks  twenty-two 
pints  of  beer  and  a  glass  of  whisky  on  top  of 
it,  and  a  light  drinker  is  a  man  who  drinks 
three  pints  of  beer  and  two  glasses  of  whisky. 
Of  course,  neither  beer  nor  whisky  is  Amer- 
ican. Under  the  testimony  of  such  witnesses, 
the  defendant  Gresham  company  was  unable 
to  prove  that  the  assured  publican  was  an 
intemperate  man  when  he  signed  a  proposal 
form  and  stated  that  he  was  a  temperate 
man. 

If  it  should  be  thought  desirable  to  change 
to  a  3  per  cent,  standard,  the  i-eserves  on  the 
American  Table  would  be  only  about  9  per 
cent,  higher  than  those  by  the  Actuaries'  4 
per  cent,  table.  If  the  change  were  deferred 
till  1910  or  1920,  it  would  give  the  companies 
very  little  inconvenience,  even  If  made  to 
apjjly  retroactively  to  all  policies  issued  in 
the  year  1900  and  thereafter,  provided  they 
were  given  five  years  in  which  to  make  the 
change,  for  the  margins  of  the  premiums  are 
sufficient  to  enable  the  companies  to  increase 
their  reserves  2  per  cent,  each  year  without 
much  inconvenience,  and  in  that  way  a  total 
increase  of  10  per  cent,  could  be  made  in  five 
vears.  — F-ackler. 
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The  new  Perpetual  Accident  of  Was'hino:ton 
must  be  an  assessment  company. 

The  Home  Life  of  New  York  is  undergoing 
an  examination  by  Supt.  Pierce. 

The  Canadian  courts  have  decided  that 
death  by  freezing  is  an  accident. 

The  Mutual  Reserve  Fund's  "reserve  fund" 
has  fallen  off  nearly  $150,000  in  two  months. 

Brazil,  "  where  the  nuts  come  from,"  is  ex- 
hibiting a  war-like  spirit  as  regards  the  Amer- 
ican life  offices. 

Here  is  a  new  one:  Knights  of  Sobriety, 
Fidelity  and  Integrity.  It  is  a  New  York 
scheme,  and  probably  a  branch  of  Tammany. 

The  tables  have  been  turned.  The  Fidelity 
and  Casualty  has  been  .sued  by  a  Kansas  man 
whom  it  had  bonded.  He  sues  for  $5,000  dam- 
ages because  the  company  withdrew  from  his 
bond  without  assigning  any  reason. 

Albert  G.  Hilton  of  New  York  is  insured  for 
$1,250,000,  through  Manager  Makley  of  the 
New  York  deiiartment  of  the  National  Life  of 
Vermont.  The  risk  is  carried  by  a  large  num- 
ber of  companies  for  about  $37,500  yearly. 

The  National  Life  of  Vermont  and  the 
Equitable  Life  of  New  York  favor  the  Coast 
Review  with  copies  of  their  anti-rebate  cir- 
culars to  agents.  The  tone  of  these  instruc- 
tions is  emphatic.  The  penalty  of  rebate  is 
immediate  dismissal. 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Chicago  asso- 
ciation Chas.  Soule  said:  "Our  association 
has  accomplished  more  by  good  fellowship 
than  the  whole  law  of  Illinois  against  rebat- 
ing. The  greatest  evil  is  not  rebate  but  a 
tendency  to  bad  faith  and  a  struggle  for  the 
front  rank.  Woe  to  that  company  that  dines 
new  friends  upon  the  dividends  of  old  mem- 
bers." 

The  Equitable  Life  has  issued  blank  forms 
for  signatures  of  agents  to  the  anti-rebate 
pledge.  Managers,  agents  and  brokers  must 
sign.  The  solicitor  or  broker  must  put  his 
name  to  a  declaration  that  he  has  not  paid  nor 
offered  to  pay  or  allow  a  rebate  to  the  person 
whose  application  he  has  written.  We  pre- 
sume that  other  life  companies  which  signed 
the  Merrill  agreement  have  done  likewise. 

The  twentieth  session  of  the  National  Con- 
vention of  Mutual  Life  and  Accident  Under- 
writers (assessment)  was  held  at  Atlanta 
last  month.  There  were  twenty  associations 
represented.     Falling    off    in     business    was 


reported.  The  aggregate  i-esults  of  life  asso- 
ciations, fraternal  organizations  and  accident 
associations  for  the  year  were  as  follows  : 
No.  of  companies  reporting  wholly  or  in  part  .  .  350 
New  members  admitted  during  1894  .....  734,688 
Total  number  of  members  at  close  of  1894.  .  3,638,815 
New  insm-ance  written  during  1894  .  .  $1,438,029,023 
Insurance  In  force  at  the  close  of  iSgt  7,482,286,000 
Amount  paid  by  members  during  1894  .  .  .  81,019,799 

Total  income  during  189} 89,760,498 

Total  payments  to  members  during  1S94  .  63,123.185 

Expense  of  conducting  business 23.598,900 

Assets  invested  &  otherwise  at  close  of '94  .  54,907.024 
Total  paid  to  members  since  organization  571,589,791 


What  John  Wanamaker  Said. 

At  the  banquet  of  the  National  Life  Under- 
writers' Association  in  Philadelphia  last 
month  ex-Postmaster  John  Wanamaker,  the 
merchant  prince,  and  the  largest  life  insur- 
ance policyholder  in  the  world,  said; 

"Some  one  is  asking  me,  'Why  did  you 
become  so  large  an  insurer,  the  largest  in  the 
United  States? '  Well,  I  never  started  out  to 
do  any  large  thing,  but  I  have  been  a  great 
hand  to  work  hard  at  everything  I  took  hold 
of,  and  as  the  result  oC  my  own  thinking,  I 
deliberately  worked  out  these  conclusions : 

"Life  insurance  is  one  of  the  best  forms  of 
investment,  because  it  gives  after  one  deposit 
an  instant  guarantee  that  may  repay  principal 
and  interest  and  more. 

"  Life  insurance  in  the  long  run  is  a  saving 
fund  that  not  only  saves,  but  takes  average 
care  of  my  deposits,  and  takes  me  into  part- 
nership, into  possible  profits  that  not  infre- 
quently return  principal,  interest  and  profits. 

"Life  insurance,  regarded  from  the  stand- 
point of  quick  termination,  is  more  profitable 
than  any  other  investment  I  can  make. 

"  Life  insurance  also  enables  a  man  to  give 
away  all  he  wishes  during  his  lifetime,  by 
providing  an  estate  for  those  he  leaves 
behind." 

Mr.  Wanamaker's  life  is  insured  for  about 
$2,000,000,  guaranteed  by  sixty-two  policies. 
Nearly  every  life  insurance  company  in  the 
United  States  has  a  policy  on  Mr.  Wana- 
maker's life.  

Some  English  companies  base  their  reserves 
on  very  low  rates  of  interest,  but  they  do  so 
confessedly,  not  because  they  consider  it 
would  be  unsafe  to  assume  higher  rates,  but 
because  they  wish  to  be  sure  of  being  able  to 
make  large  dividends  after  policies  have  been 
in  existence  many  years.  This  fact  is  well 
known  to  all  actuai-ies  acquainted  with  Eng- 
lish life  insurance,  and  instead  of  being  proof 
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that  these  companies  expect  the  rate  of  inter- 
est to  fall  as  low  as  their  assumptions,  it 
reallj'  proves  that  they  expect  the  rate  of  in- 
terest to  remain  from  one  per  cent,  to  one  and 
one-half  per  cent.  abo%'e  what  they  have  as- 
sumed ;  and  English  actuaries  have  all  agreed 
that  even  in  England  where  interest  ought 
to  be  somewhat  lower  than  here,  4  per  cent, 
is  a  fair  basis  to  employ  as  a  test  of  solvency. 
— Fackler. 


The  Insurance  Company  Wins. 

/uDGMENT  Against  a  RAiLnoAD  Company  fob 
Damages  Caused  by  Sparks  from  a  Loco- 

MOTrVE. 

On  July  15.  1895,  three  ice  houses  owned  by 
the  Sierra  Lakes  Ice  Co.  and  located  at 
Prosser  Creek,  Nevada  county,  California, 
were  destroyed  by  fire,  together  with  much 
of  their  contents  and  other  property  in  the 
vicinity.  The  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe 
Insurance  Company  had  insurance  ou  the  ice 
houses  that  were  burned,  and  paid  the  ice 
company  the  sum  of  §15,000,  the  amount  of  the 
policy. 

Prom  facts  developed  at  the  appraisement 
of  the  value  of  the  buildings,  the  representa- 
tive of  the  insurer  became  satisfied  that  the 
fire  was  undoubtedly  caused  by  sparks  from  a 
locomotive  operated  by  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railroad  Company,  which  fell  in  a  blazing 
condition  on  the  roof  of  one  of  the  ice  houses. 
The  evidence  in  the  case  was  obtained  by  him 
in  detail  from  employees  of  the  railroad  and 
ice  companies,  they  making  such  affidavits 
that  the  insurance  company  felt  like  taking  a 
subrogation  of  the  amount  paid  to  the  ice  com- 
pany. In  due  course  a  demand  was  made  up- 
on the  Southern  Pacific  company  by  the  Liver- 
pool 4&  London  &  Globe  Insurance  Co.,  for 
1115,000,  and  by  the  Sierra  Lakes  Ice  Co.  for 
the  amount  of  its  loss  over  and  above  the  sum 
paid  it. 

Interviews  were  had  with  Mr.  Herrin,  at- 
torney for  the  Southern  Pacific  Company,  bJt 
nothing  definite  could  be  arrived  at,  and  the 
matter  finally  resulted  in  the  insurance  com- 
pany commencing  suit  against  the  Southern 
Pacific  Company.  The  case  was  tried  last 
month  before  Judge  Dangerfield,  department 
2,  by  Messrs.  Van  Ness  &  Redmond  for  the 
plaintiff  company.  A  very  fair  jury  was  em- 
paneled. 

The  fact  was  brought  out  that  before  the 
trial  the  Southern  Pacific  Company  had  offered 
a  large  sum,  in  the  way  of  compromise,  to  the 
Sierra  Lakes  Ice  Co.     Sufficient  evidence  was 


adduced,  based  on  the  original  data  obtained 
by  Mr.  Harcourt,  to  show  conclusively  that 
engine  No.  loi 2  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Com- 
pany was  defective  and  a  dangerous  locomo- 
tive to  be  operated.  The  wire  screen  or  spark 
arrester  was  found  to  have  a  large  aperture 
in  it,  made  by  the  employees  of  the  railroad 
in  order  to  get  better  draft,  and  this  in  con- 
nection with  the  custom  of  making  what  is 
known  as  a  "flying  switch"  could  throw  out 
quite  large  pieces  of  burning  fuel. 

Such  a  method  of  switching  had  been  in- 
dulged in  just  before  the  fire,  and  the  jury 
evidentl.v  had  no  doubt  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
fire  or  liability  of  the  railroad  company.  The 
defense  seemed  to  rely  mainly  on  the  fact 
that  the  Sierra  Lakes  Ice  Co.  knew  the 
dangerous  character  of  engine  1012  and  yet 
permitted  it  to  come  upon  its  premises  to 
make  up  trains  and  haul  out  cars  loaded  with 
ice.  It  was  found  that  other  fires  had  with- 
out doubt  been  caused  by  this  same  locomo- 
tive, and  the  ice  company  had  a  man  employed 
to  go  up  and  down  the  track  to  put  out  incip- 
ient fires. 

The  lai-ge  stockholders  in  the  ice  company 
are  also  interested  in  the  Southern  Pacific 
Company,  and  it  appeared  that  they  were  in- 
different as  to  the  outcome  of  the  suit,  if  not 
betraying  a  decided  leaning  toward  the 
Southern  Pacific  Company,  yet  the  testimon.v 
and  law  in  the  matter  were  so  conclusive  that 
the  jury  brought  in  a  verdict  for  §15,000  in 
favor  of  the  plaintiff  insurance  company,  after 
a  consultation  of  less  than  an  hour. 

We  understand  the  defendant  railroad  com- 
pany's attorney  will  ask  for  a  new  trial,  but 
we  believe  that  the  verdict  will  not  be  set 
aside,  even  if  taken  to  the  supreme  court. 
This  case  is  of  vital  importance  to  fire  under- 
writers, as  it  rests  not  only  on  the  provisions 
of  the  policies  issued  but  also  on  the  laws  of 
the  state.  

Northwestern  Mutual  Life.— The  examination  of 
the  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  by  the  insurance 
departments  of  five  stales  has  been  completed  after 
more  than  three  months'  hard  work,  says  The 
Surveyor.  It  has  been  learned  that  the  company's 
net  surplus  will  be  reduced  by  the  report,  the 
examiners  disagreeing  somewhat  with  the  com- 
pany about  the  calculation  of  special  reserves  and 
the  valuation  of  some  assets  as  well  as  the  esti- 
mate of  outstanding  death  claims.  But  such  a 
company  can  lose  considerable  surplus  and  still 
make  a  magnificenl  showing,  so  that  it  is  not  very 
probable  that  many  tears  will  be  shed  by  the  mere 
changing  of  some  of  the  company's  money  in  hand 
from  the  surplus  account  to  the  account  of  tech- 
nical liability.  The  company  will  simply  be  in 
better  shape  by  the  more  strict  accounting. 
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The  San  Francisco  Fire  Patrol. 

The  report  of  the  lire  patrol  for  the  quarter 
ending  September  30  is  out.  The  total  of 
premiums  for  the  quarter,  received  by  the 
companies  which  support  the  patrol,  is  8:228,- 
262,  against  §584,226  for  the  same  quarter  last 
year,  and  $474,510  for  the  quarter  ending  June 
30  last. 

It  is  true  there  are  fewer  companies  report- 
ing, but  assuming  that  the  non-members 
wrote  as  much  in  premiums  as  in  the  same 
quarter  in  1894,  the  loss  in  premiums  has  been 
•§284,000,  or  a  little  less  than  50  per  ce.nt. 
Probably  the  actual  loss  has  been  more. 

Only  forty-eight  companies  now  contribute 
to  the  support  of  the  fire  patrol.  Of  these, 
twentj'-eight  are  foreign.  The  expenses  were 
$3,423,  against  $5,842  for  same  quarter  last 
year.  The  committee  in  charge  have  found  it 
necessary  to  increase  the  assessment  from  i^ 
to  lU'  per  cent.  There  are  eleven  fewer  con- 
tributing companies  than  in  the  previous 
quarter. 

file   Pacific  Fire  Withdraws  from  California.  . 

Manager  Chas.  Christensen  has  resigncdi 
the  agency  of  the  Pacific  Fire  Ins.  Co.  of  Nevd 
York,  and  on  his  suggestion  the  company  hag 
reinsured  its  Coast  business,  which  is  limitefl 
to  California.  On  November  8  the  Roytl 
reinsured  this  business,  representing  abopt 
S7.000  in  premiums. 

This  step  has  been  contemplated  for  some 
time.  The  Pacific  Fire  has  been  tran.sactiDg 
a  business  in  the  fire  department  tovi-ns  of 
California  only.  Under  the  present  conditions 
this  class  of  business  is  not  exceedingly  desir- 
able. As  the  home  office  people  decided  not 
to  extend  the  territory  of  this  department. 
Manager  Christensen  concluded  that  it  would 
be  better  for  all  concerned  to  make  the 
change.  The  American  Central  and  the  St, 
Paul  are  able  and  willing  to  handle  all  of  the 
business  of  the  agencv. 


Personal  Feeling. 

It  is  said  that  the  present  unfortunate  con- 
dition of  Coast  fire  underwriting  is  character- 
ized by  an  extraordinary  degree  of  personal 
feeling,  growing  out  of  real  or  alleged  prac- 
tices in  compact  days,  and  intensified,  and 
multiplied  as  to  subjects,  by  the  lamentable 
rate  war.  We  should  not  term  this  inflamed 
feeling  as  animosity,  though  it  is  open  enmity ; 
for  we  are  not  without  hope  of  a  satisfactory 
reorganization  at  no  distant  day. 

But  this  personal  feeling,  this  enmity  and 
resentment,  does  exist  in  some  degree,  and  it 


stands  in  the  way  of  reorganization.  It  is 
exhibited  in  unpleasant  and  sometimes  irri- 
tating ways.  It  is  a  natural  feeling,  of 
course,  but  its  manifestation  is  unprofessional 
at  least. 

An  honest  confession  is  said  to  be  good  for 
the  confessor.  In  this  case  it  might  be  good 
for  the  business  of  fire  underwriting  in  this 
field.  Less  unmistakable  exhibition  of  ill 
feeling^we  do  not  say  temper— would  dimin- 
ish the  antagonism  which  does  not  rest  wholly 
on  business  rivalry  or  on  the  record  of  the 
Ijast.  

fineral  Meeting  of   San   Francisco  Fire  Under- 
writers. 
In  the  latter  part  of  last  mouth  a  general 

leeting  of  the  fire  underwriters  of  San  Fran- 
fisco  was  held.  In  addition  to  other  matters 
3f  common  interest,  proposed  agreements  were 
Idiscussed  and  submitted  for  signatures.  The 
[meeting  as  a  whole  was  encouraging,  though 
the  actual  i-esults  may  have  been  disappoint- 
ing. There  is  evidently  a  disposition  to  re- 
organize on  some  acceptable  basis  of  re-union  ; 
and  this  fact  supports  the  hope  that  somebody 
will  come  forward  with  a  plan  which  may 
easily  be  shaped  into  a  new  compact. 

The  attendance  at  this  meeting  was  re- 
markably large,  and  absent  underwriters  say 
they  were  unavoidably  absent.  Proposed 
agreements  were  signed  by  nearly  everybody 
present,  and  the  signatures  of  others  have 
since  been  affixed.  In  influential  quarters, 
however,  there  was  some  opposition  to  this 
method  of  approaching  reorganization,  as  be- 
ing "a  patch u-ork"  compact  of  a  temporary 
character;  but  it  does  not  seem  probable  that 
these  oMces.  on  a  final  "vote,"  will  stand  in 
the  way  of  these  limited  compacts.  "Patch'' 
w'ork  is  better  than  no  work. 

An  agreement  to  comply  with  the  old  Pa- 
cific Insurance  Union  rules  as  to  the  writing 
of  term  risks  was  signed  bv  32  offices:  11  did 
not  sign. 

Au  agreement  not  to  write  business  to  take 
effect  beyond  sixty  days  after  the  date  of 
writing  was  signed  by  36  offices:  7  did  not 
sign. 

An  agreement  to  pay  the  expenses  of  J.  H. 
Ricliards.  formerly  of  the  P.  I.  U.,  to  organ- 
ize the  seven  counties  of  southern  California 
in  local  boards  was  signed  by  37  offices. 


Life  ixsiuaxce  is  more  and  better  than 
charity,  for  it  involves  no  loss  of  self-respect 
and  independence  on  the  part  of  those  who  are 
benefited  bv  it.— J.  G.  Whitticr. 
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October  Fires, 

Washington. 
II.    Drayton,  saw  mill: 

British  America $i.ooo 

American,  N.  Y i,oco 

Manchester i,(joo 

28.  (Sep.)  Lewis  CO..  hop  kiln: 
Royal $835 

6.  Lewi.s  CO.,  hop  kiln: 

Royal $813 

— .    Davenport,  fr  barn  &  conts: 
Home.  N.  Y $750 

29.  Mukildeo,  shingle  mill : 
Hanover $645 

22.    Kalama,  hops  andfumi: 
British  America $500 

21.  Puyllup.  fr  flwg: 

N.  British  &  Merc.antile  .  $1,000 
— .    Kirkland,  f r  bldg : 

American,  Pa $500 

3  and  4.    Yakima  co.,  hops: 

Phenix.Br $1,308 

15.  Mason  co..  dwg  and  conts: 
Phenix.  Br $535 

5.    North  Yakima,  hop  kiln: 
Continental $1,630 

29.  Lincoln  co.,  farm  prop : 
Continental $800 

16.  Fairhuven,     bldg     and    ma- 

chinery; 

Palatine Si.ooo 

28.    Fairhaven,  dwg  andfurni: 
Sun,  S.  F $600 

22.  Fairhaven,  dwg  and  conts: 
London  Assurance     .   .   .  $2,000 

9.  Spokane,  hhld  furni : 
Scottish  Union $756 

19.    Snohomish,  fr  hotel : 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .  $1,000 

23.  (Sep  )  Seattle,    fr    barn    and 

contents: 
North  Bx-itish        $:.i5o 

30.  (Sep.)  Seattle,  fr  dwg: 
We.stchester $700 

7.  Snohomish,  hop  kiln : 
Western  Assurance  ....  $600 

17.  Seattle,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 

American  Central $500 

St.  Paul 600 

18.  Spokane  co.,  dwg,  etc. : 
Norwich  Union $1,500 

15.    Seattle,  fr  dwg: 
Commercial  Union    ....  $700 

10.  Whitman  co.,  dwg  &  conts: 
Hartford $971 

23.    Whitman  co.,  farm  prop : 
Continental $2,100 


— .    Walla  Walla,  fr  dwg: 
Home,  N.  Y $1,000 

17.    New  Whatcom,  shingle  mill: 

Springfield $   600 

Magdeburg     2,000 

^Etna 2,000 

Manchester 1,000 

Caledonian 1,000 

American,  N.  J 1,000 

Norwich  Union 2.000 

Royal     I  coo 

Total $io,6oo 

I.  Tacoma,  fr  dwg: 

Scottish  Union $776 

Losses  under  $500    ,  .   .   .$7,456 
Total  Washington    .  $46,345 

Oregon. 

22.  Albany,  hop  kiln: 
Western  Assurance  ....  $800 

16.    Lake  co. ,  farm  prop : 
Continental $1,400 

— .    Clatsop  CO.,  frdwg: 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $1,500 

23.  Meacham, conts  of  Idg  house : 

Manchester $i,uoo 

Caledonian 600 

II.  Alba,  dwg  and  barn: 
Royal $800 

19.    Multnomah  co..  cord  wood: 
Firemans  Fund $700 

I.  Salem,  farm  dwg  and  conts; 
Sim,  London $1,750 

27.  Tillamook  co.,  fr  bldg: 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  America  .  $500 
21.     Stayton,  barn  and  hay : 

Western $500 

23.    Pendleton,  city  hall  bldg: 

Commercial  Union    ....  $600 

28.  (Sep.)  Portland,  fr  barn: 
Royal  Exchange $750 

14.    Portland,  glove  factory: 

Magdeburg $647 

Westchester     780 

Scottish  Union 501 

Losses  imder  $500    .  .   .   .$3,286 
Total  Oregon   .   .   .   .$16,114 
« 
Montana. 

31.  Butte,  warehouse  and  mdse: 
Union  Assurance  ....  $1,200 
Hamburg-Bremen  ....    1,800 

Home,  N.  Y 2,060 

Phcenix,  Hartford   ....    1.065 

23.    Helena,  dwg  and  conts: 
Royal $i,coo 

3.    Custer  CO..  farm  prop: 
Continental $700 


3.    Elliston.  general  Are: 
American  Central  ....  $   500 
National.  Hartford     .   .   .    1,500 

Home,  N.  Y 500 

Phoenix,  Hartford 1,278 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .      500 

Home  Mutual 750 

American,  Pa I1037 

Phenix,  Br 537 

Svea 537 

Total $7,139 

29.  (Sep.)  Great  Falls,  fr  livery 

stable: 
Manchester $1,022 

30.  (Sep.)  Meagher  CO.,  bldg  and 

contents : 

American,  Pa $1,200 

29.    Deerlodge  co.,  hay: 

American,  Pa $500 

17.    Galatine  co.,  barn  &  conts: 

Phenix,  Br $   500 

Continental 1,600 

Losses  under  $500    .   .   .    .$2,551 
Total  Montana    .   .   .  $22,337 
* 

COLOKADO. 

31.  Pueblo,  stock  of  buggies : 
Aachen  »&  Munich   ....  $1,350 

6.    Denver,  storage  bldg  &  conts : 

Atlas $1:923 

Alliance 600 

Lion 1,995 

Firemans  Fund 500 

Sun,  S.  F 957 

27  (Sep.)  Bolder  co..  fr  bldg,  ma- 
chinery, etc.,  (creamery): 

Svea $2,000 

Firemans  Fund 1,500 

— .    Creede,  saloon  and  hotel : 
Firemans  Fund $750 

5.    Fort  Collins,  flour  mill,  ware- 
house, etc. : 

Svea $1,000 

Lion 1,842 

North  British 1,000 

Atlas 2,901 

National,  Hartford    .   .  .    1,840 

Palatine 1.465 

Imperial 875 

Royal  Exchange 500 

Total; $11,423 

Losses  under  $500    .   .   .   .$5,237 
Total  Colorado    .   .   .  $28,235 

Ut.'VH. 
20.    Wasatch  co..  farm  prop : 

Continental $500 

10.    Ogden,  court  house : 

Commercial  Union    .   .   .  $3,000 
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8.    Ogden,  flwg  and  conts : 

National,  Hartford  ....  $302 
3.    Offdea.  furni  and  apparel : 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  .  .  $500 
I.    Ogden,  dwg: 

Hartford $750 

16.    Ot^den,  br  theatre: 

Northern $500 

21.    Salt  Lake  City,  fr  dwg: 

Royal  Exchange $2,100 

30.    Salt  Lake  City,  dwg: 

Fire  As.sociation '$1,327 

— .    Salt  Lake  City,  br&  fr  dwg: 
Phoenix.  Hartford  ....  $2,000 
Losses  under  $500    .   .   .   .  Ji.coi 

Total  Utah $12,180 

* 
Arizona. 
-12.    Prescott,  saloon  hldg: 

National,  Hartford    ....  J600 

Losses  under  $500 $8 

Total  Arizona J608 

* 
Nevada. 
— .    Lion  CO.,  farm  prop : 
Continental $800 

15.    Esmeralda  CO,  dwg  &  conts: 
Phenix,  Br $1,163 

Losses  under  $500 $   315 

Total  Nevada    ....  $2,278 
* 
Idaho. 
23.  (Sep,  I  Idaho    Co.,    bldg    and 
contents: 

Phenix,  Br $1,600 

Losses  under  $500 $487 

Total  Idaho $2,087 

* 
British  Columbia. 
17.    Vancouver.  brbUig: 

Connecticut $1,350 

Losses  under  $500 $200 

Total  British  Col.    .   .$1,550 
* 
Wyoming. 
Losses  under  ,$500 $185 


Alaska. 

-.    Fishing  Station: 

Transatlantic  -a 


$1,650 
Total  outside  territory  .   .  $134,069 

California. 
3.    Berkeley,  fr  dwg: 
Phenix,  Br $2,000 

I.    Alameda  CO..  dwg  and  conts: 
Phenix,  Br $550 


11.  Berkeley,  fr  dwg  and  furni: 
Svea $875 

29.    Calaveras  CO.,  farm  prop : 
Continental $500 

27.  (Sep.)  Brentwood,  dwg.  barn 
and  hhld  furni : 
New  Zealand $2,460 

29.  (Sep.)  Contra  Costa  co.,  dwg 

and  barn : 

New  Zealand $815 

25.    Angels  Camp,  fr  dwg : 

Palatine $850 

5.    Alameda  co.,  hay: 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  .  $636 
4.    Cottonwood,  dwg  and  conts: 

Royal $600 

12.  BoulderCreek.dwgandfurni: 
Firemans  Fund $672 

30.  (Sep.)  Butte  Meadows.fr bldg 

and  contents : 

North  British    .......  $965 

9.  Brocks  Landing,  dwg  and 
contents: 

Scottish  Union $975 

3.    Centerville,  fr  dwg: 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  .  .  $500 
I.    Eureka,  fr.  dwg: 

Connecticut $554 

— .    Eureka,  fr  barn  and  conts: 

Scottish  Union $250 

21.    Eureka,  farm  bldgs : 

Western  Assurance  .  .   .  $1,000 

17.  Fresno,  raisin  and  packing 
house: 

British  America $1,000 

Western  Assurance  .  .  .    1,000 

Hanover 1,000 

Springfield .    1,000 

Palatine 1,500 

Transatlantic  mmmam^^i   2,000 

North  German 1.009 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  .  .  1,500 
National,  Hartford  .  .  .  2,000 
Hartford 3. .500 

Total $15,509 

27.  (Aug.)  Fresno,  bldg: 
New  Zealand $2,788 

1.  Fresno  co.,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 
Home,  N.  Y $749 

13.    Fresno,  fr  dwg: 
Home,  N.  Y $570 

25.  Fresno,  furni : 
Hamburg-Bremen JS25 

26.  (Sep.)  Humboldt  CO.,  fr  dwg: 
Queen $950 

2.  Humboldt  CO.,  dwg  and  conts: 
Ins.  Co.  North  America  .   .  $723 

II.    Haywards.fr  dwg  and  conts: 
Imperial $700 


10.  Jackson,  blacksmith  shop  & 
general  mdse : 

British  America $1,200 

Western  Assurance  .  .   .    1,000 
Firemans  Fund 560 

I.    Knights  Landing,  dwg,  barn, 
etc.: 
Norwich  Union    ......  $597 

27.    King  CO.,  dwg: 
Phoenix,  London $637 

9.  Lassen  CO.,  farm  prop: 
Continental $Soo 

7.  (Sep.)  Los  Angeles,  dwg  and 
conts : 

New  Zealand $600 

9'    Los  Angeles,  f r  dwg : 

British  America     $833 

10.  Los  Angeles,  dwg: 
Western  Assurance  ....  $850 

4.    Livingston,  hotel: 
-Etna $1,750 

15.  Mendocino  CO.,  ■barn&  conts: 
Firemans  Fund $1,000 

9.    Mountain  View,  genl  Are : 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .  $   865 

Home  Mutual 500 

American,  Pa 1.113 

— .    Mills  Valley,  hhld  furni: 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $2,000 

11.  Marysville,  cannery  &  conts: 

Home  Mutual .$2,108 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .    2,500 

Franklin 1,500 

Magdeburg 767 

Westchester 1,750 

North  British 2,500 

Atlas 1,000 

Palatine 902 

Hartford 2,000 

Imperial 750 

Total $15,777 

25.    Merced  CO.,  barn: 
Phenix,  Br fsoo 

27.  Nevada  City,  dwg : 
American  Central $800 

S.  Nevada  co.,  barn  and  conts: 
Westchester $763 

3.  Napa  CO.,  dirg,  barn  &  conts: 
-Etna $2,378 

28.  Oakland,  dwg  and  conts: 
Firemans  Fund $500 

29.  Placerville,  dwg  and  conts: 
Firemans  Fund $700 

29.    Red  Bluff,  dwg  and  furni : 
Palatine $650 

15.  Pleasant  Valley,  fr  dwg: 
Home  Mutual $800 

16.  Rocklin.  farm  prop : 
Commercial  Union  ....  $6,750 
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24.  Red  Bluff,  fr  dwg.  etc. : 
Commercial  Union    ....  $830 

25.  Porterville,  dwg: 
Northern $600 

10.    Pasadena,  restaurant: 
Caledonian $1,100 

20.  Placer  co.,  fr  dwg : 
Lancashire ^^ij 

3.  Sacramento,  fr  brewery : 
Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  $1,884 
Home,  N.  Y 1,914 

5.    Sacramento,  fr  dwg : 
North  British $500 

4.  Sebastopol.  furni : 
Firemans  Fund $700 

22.  Santa  Rosa,  dwg  and  conts: 
Firemans  Fund $699 

4.  Santa  Rosa,  fr  dwg: 

North  British $700 

31.    Sacraniento  co.,  fr  dwg  and 
contents : 
Manchester $1,000 

3.    Sutter  CO.,  bldg  and  conts: 
Phenix,  Br $2,009 

5.  Santa  Ynez,fr hoarding  house : 
Home  Mutual $1,861 

3.    Sonoma  co.,  cow  barn : 
Alliance $1,500 

18.    Stockton,  fr  dwg: 
Lancashire $671 

7.    Santa  Barbara,  saloon: 
Fire  Association $500 

23.  (Sep.)  San  Rafael,  bldg: 
Franklin -.  $1,500 

— -    San   Luis  Obispo  co.,   farm 
property : 
Continental $goo 

24.  (Sep.)  San  Luis  Obispo  co., 

dwg,  etc. : 
New  Zealand $950 

26.  San  Luis  Obispo,  fr  dwg: 
Liver"!  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .   .  $500 

— .  San  Luis  Obispo,  fr  dwg  and 
barn: 

Phoenix  of  Hartford  ....  $900 
22.    Santa  Clara  co..  fr  dwg: 

Prussian  National  ....  $500 
24.  Santa  Clara  co.,  dried  fruit 
in  fr  warehouse: 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  $7,720 
— .    Santa  Cruz,  farm  prop : 

Continental $950 

21.  San  Diego,  photo  outfit : 
Continental $500 

— .    Stockton,  fr  dwg: 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .   .  $600 

g,    San  Jose,  fr  bldg : 
Westchester $1,169 


9.  (Sep.)  San  Jose,  machinery : 
New  Zealand $1,500 

30.     San  Jose,  fr  church: 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $1,500 

14.  Tehama  co.,fr  house  &fumi: 
Svea $800 

12.    Tolumne  co.,  farm  prop: 
Continental $1,100 

2.    Tulare  co.,  barn  and  conts : 
New  Zealand $842 

15.  Tehachapi,     fr    hotel,     hay 

warehouse,  etc. : 
LiverU  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .  $1,500 

Palatine 540 

Hartford 1,000 

— .    Willows,  br  dwg: 

Peoenix  of  Hartford  .  .   .  $2,968 
29.    Upper    Lake,    fr    boarding 
house: 

Home  Mutual $1,448 

Losses  under  $500  .   .   .   .$3^,459 
Total  CaL.  S.  F.  ex.  $162,168 


San  Francisco. 

28.  (Sep.)  Chinese  store: 
Helvetia $239 

7.    Cigar  factory : 
Transatlantic       1  mm.*.  \.     $850 

Phoenix,  London 846 

Providence-Wash 807 

Imperial 808 

Prussian  National    ....    865 
Palatine 807 

ji.    Grocery: 
Hamburg-Bremen  ....  $1,456 

22.    Stock  of  clothing  &brbldg: 
Northern  Assurance  .   .   .  $1,250 

Hartford 500 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .    2,650 

16.  (Sep.)  Dwg: 
New  Zealand     $1,400 

27.    Mdse  and  brick  bldg: 
Palatine $1,560 

29.  Planing  mill,  etc. : 
Transatlantic-:****!^ .  $1,000 

Lion 1. 000 

Phoenix,  London 1,000 

Sun,  London      1,000 

Lancashire i,coo 

Palatine 500 

Losses  under  $500    .   .   .   .$8,500 

Total  S.  F $28,058 

Total  California  .$190,206 
Total  Coast    .   .   .  $324,275 


Losses  by  Companies. 
.\achen  &  Munich     .   .  .   .$  1.671 

Atlas 6.386 

Alliance     3-927 


American.  Pa 5,163 

American  Ins.  Co.,  N.  J.    .  1.172 

American  Central     ....  2,373 

American  of  N.  Y 

^tna 7.563 

British  America  Assur.  Co.  4,693 

Broadway 

Caledonian 3,605 

Connecticut      3.149 

Commercial  Union  ....  12,475 

Continental      17,540 

Firemens.  Md 5 

Firemans  Fund      14,224 

Franklin 3.000 

Fire  Association  of  Phila.  3.39S 

German-American    ....  421 

Greenwich 

Germania 411 

Home  Mutual 10,209 

Hartford 9,732 

Hanover     2,104 

Hamburg-Bremen     ....  4,344 

Helvetia 289 

Home,  N.  Y 8,6g8 

Imperial     4,168 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  America  3,117 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe      .  15.767 

London 2,775 

Lancashire 3.145 

London  &  Lancashire     .   .  12.275 

Lion      5,270 

Magdeburg 5,129 

Milwaukee  Mechanics    .  .  3,569 

Manchester  Fire 6,002 

Northwestern  National     .  5,000 

North  German 1.996 

National.  Hartford  ....  8,175 

New  Zealand 12.605 

North  British  &  Mercantile    8,780 

Norwich  Union 4-574 

Northern 2,455 

Orient      1,198 

Phenix.  Br 14,125 

Pennsylvania 233 

Palatine 12,504 

Phoenix  of  London    ....  2.772 

Providence-Wash 1.552 

Phoenix  of  Hartford     .  .  .  10,847 

Patriotic 137 

Prussian  National    ....  1,369 

Queen  Ins.  Co 1,280 

Royal  Exchange 4.027 

Royal 6,265 

Svea      .  5,243 

Scottish  Union  &  National    4,590 

St.  Paul 1.768 

Springfield 2,596 

Sun,  S.  F 1,557 
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Sun,  London     .   .    .   ■   ■   ■ 4'575 

Transatlanlic*"T^*?T^'""'l™"!""!  ■!"■'.'  "1  t  ":  6,585 

Underwriters A^^^ 

Union  Assurance  Society 1.748 

United  Firemens >  .   .  57 

Westchester 5.279 

Western  Assurance  Co 6,668 

Monthly  Pacific  Coast  Fire  Insurance  Losses. 

Month  1895  1S94  1893 

January $240,720  $406,024  $367,760 

February  ....       292,676  491-475  277.968 

March     .....       297,927  381,308  340,866 


First  quai'ter  . 

April 

May     

June     .... 


31.323       $1,278,807 

459.131 
327.783 

302.175 


477.235 
209.059 
616,805 


$986,594 

392,633 
357.970 
454.257 


Second  quarter  .  $1,303,099       $1,089,089        $1,204,860 


First  six  months    $2,134,422       $2,367,896        $2,191,454 


July 

August  .... 
Sept 

Third  quarter  . 

October  .... 


518.159 
501,829 
37S.926 

$1,398.9(4 

324,275 


430.263 
542,056 
781.363 
$1,753,682 
349.843 


96S.579 
646,829 

525,191 

$2,140,602 

511.563 


Unanswerable  Arguments  for  Life  Insurance. 

A   FEW   California   Death   Claims   Recently 
Paid. 

ClaiJU  Return 
The  Insured.                             Paid.    Over  Cost. 

Califoiniia, 

Andrew  H.  Weir 10,000  9,413 

California,  Fremont, 

Chas.  F.  Agee,  farmer 10,000  9,324 

California,  Lakeside, 

Chas.  W.  Elmer,  merchant    ....    1,150  336 

California.  Los  Angeles, 

Wm.  T.  Miller,  hardware 3.314  1,200 

Eldridge  E,  Hewitt 1,448  697 

Ambrose  H.  Spencer '.    7.659  3.527 

California,  Oakland, 

L.  W.  Buck,  capitalist 3,010  1,632 

John  Jones,  Jr.,  druggist 9,765  6,982 

California.  Orange, 

W.  H.  Rockey 1,000  742 

California,  Paicines. 

Frank  B.  Norton,  agent 3-016  1,588 

California,  San  Francisco, 

Francis  Moore,  cabinet-maker     .   .    2,937  1,680 

Chas.  J.  Papst,  merchant 5.027  2,944 

Francois  Mercier,  gardener  ....    5.320  1,546 

Edw.  P.  Buckley,  ins.  broker    .   .   .    5.000  1,568 

Adolph  Glootz,  merchant 5.44i  3.043 

John  H.  Schroder,  m^erchant  ....    2,541  1,455 

Robt.  F.  Bunker,  pork-packer  .   .   .    8.019  4,697 

Wm.  HoUis,  contractor 2.000  i,S;6 

Wm  Steinhart,  merchant 18.055  8,057 

Alban  N.  Towne,  railroad  man    .   .30,000  9,923 

Emil  Berliner,  musician i,334  516 

Isaic  Hecht,  merchant 5,098  3.387 

Abraham  J.  Prager,  merchant     .   .  10,000  6,646 


5,010 
2,501 


California,  Sacramento, 

James  McGuire,  foundryman 

Gerrard  G.  Tyrrell,  physician 
California,  Stockton, 

John  Levinsky 5,336 

California,  Westminster. 

Henry  Stevens,  clerk 1.231 

California,  Georgetown, 

Ellison  L.  Crawford,  notary  public     1,013 
California,  Kern, 

Benedetto  Ardizzi,  merchant   .   .   .  10,000 
California,  Union  District, 

John  Stantield.  fanner 16,144 

California,  Ferndale, 

Adam  Stissman,  farmer 2,500 

California.  Alameda, 

Kate  M.  IngersoU,  housewife  .   .   .    3,039 
California,  Little  Shasta. 

Philip  S.  Terwilliger.  farmer  .  .   .10.000 
California,  Redwood  City, 

Albert  Hanson,  lumberman   ....    r.ooo 


1.270 
12.1S3 

2.638 

872 

568 
6,124 
10,000 
1.697 
2.585 
2,194 


The  Female  Risk.— The  president  wished  to  have 
an  inquiry  made  into  the  relative  mortality  of  male 
and  female  lives  and  asked  an  actuary  ^o  ascertain 
the  facts  in  the  case.  The  actuary  made  what  in 
railway  engineering  would  be  called  a  preliminary 
survey,  and  reported  to  the  president  of  the  com- 
pany, after  two  days  spent  in  examining  it,  in  sub- 
stance the  following:  "'Out  of  every  twenty-two 
policies  issued  by  your  company,  one  has  been  on 
the  life  of  a  woman;  there  is  one  woman  in  every 
fourteen  of  your  death  claims.  On  joint  life  pol- 
icies for  man  and  wife,  there  are  seven  deaths  of 
the  wife,  and  five  deaths  of  the  husband  as  an  aver- 
age in  every  twelve  cases  of  death  under  joint  life 
policies."  The  president  of  the  company  had  a 
large  quantity  of  common  sense,  and  stopped  the 
issue  of  policies  on  female  lives,  except  at  an 
advanced  rate  of  premium.— Insurance. 


R.  B.  Caverly.— The  Weekly  Sun  of  London  gives 
another  account  of  the  notorious  Caverly,  formerly 
of  San  Francisco.  He  conducted  an  "'Adamless 
Eden  Co."  and  was  married  to  a  music-hall  artist. 
The  company  went  to  pieces.  Afterward,  Caverly 
"  got  a  lot  of  beautiful  printing  "  from  America, 
labeled  the  Victoria  Loftus  Co.  He  had  a  bur- 
lesque written  to  suit,  started  out  with  a  new 
company,  and  stranded  at  the  end  of  two  weeks. 
Now  Robert  B.  Caverly,  presumably  the  same  R. 
B.  C,  has  founded  the  Dramatic  and  Musical 
Exchange,  Limited.  Seemingly,  at  least,  Robert 
is  no  longer  in  insurance  journalism. 


A  Valid  Exemption  Clause.— The  railroad  company 
leased  laud  for  store-houses,  with  a  clause  ex- 
empting the  lessor  from  damages  by  fire  or  other- 
wise. The  insurance  companies  paid  a  loss  caused 
by  a  locomotive,  and  then  sued  the  railroad  com- 
pany, contending  that  such  exemption  contract 
was  contrary  to  public  interest  and  was  void. 
The  federal  court  of  appeals  rules  that  such  clause 
is  valid. 


Thg  Coast  I^eview. 


447 


Congenial  Habitat. 

Sevei'al  foreign  insurauce  plants,  it  is  said, 
will  talie  root  in  New  York  city.  Afterward, 
they  may  "  enter  "  the  United  States. 


Examination  of  the  Northwestern  Mntnal  Life 
Insnrance  Company  of  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Five  State  Insurance  Departments  Make  a 
Thorough  E.xamin.ation,  Employing  Twen- 
ty-six Persons,  besides  Numerous  Real 
Estate  Appraisers— The  Commission  Con- 
gratulates THE  Policyholders— The  Com- 
pany's Own  Figures  are  Confirmed. 

Milwaukee,  October  15,  1894. 

Hon.  H.  L.  Palmer,  President  Northwestern 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Commission  representing 
the  Insurance  Departments  of  Wisconsin, 
Massachusetts,  Illinois,  South  Dakota  and 
Nebraska  have  completed  the  examination  of 
your  Company  and  submit  to  you  the  follow- 
ing report  giving  the  results  of  such  exam- 
ination. The  last  complete  examination  of  the 
Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 
was  made  in  1877,  participated  in  by  the  de- 
partments of  Massachusetts,  New  York,  Illi- 
nois, Mar.vlaud  and  Wisconsin. 

The  present  examination  began  early  in 
July  last,  by  the  insurance  departments  of 
South  Dakota  and  Nebraska,  to  which  were 
subsequently  added  by  invitation  of  the  Com- 
pany,  Massachusetts,  Illinois  and  Wisconsin. 

The  Board  of  Examiners  organized  by  the 
selection  of  Commissioner  William  A.  Fricke 
as  chairman  and  placed  the  general  supervis- 
ion of  the  details  of  the  examination  in  charge 
of  Wm.  D.  Whiting.  In  this  work  the  de- 
partments were  represented  as  follows: 

S.  Dakota  and  Nebraska,  represented  re- 
spectively by  C.  H.  Anderson  and  Pi-ank  H. 
Wilson,  Examiners,  employing  four  clerks. 

Massachusetts,  represented  by  Commission- 
er Geo.  S.  Merrill  and  Wm.  D.  Whiting  with 
a  force  of  seven  clerks. 

Illinois,  represented  by  Superintendent  B. 
K.  Durfee,  J.  J.  Brinkerhoff,  Actuary,  and 
one  clerk. 

Wisconsin,  by  Commissioner  William  A. 
Fricke  and  Henry  S.  Vail,  Actuary,  with  a 
force  of  five  clerks,  together  with  the  Hon. 
W.  H.  Mylrea,  Attorney  General. 

Constituting  in  all  a  force  of  twenty-six 
persons,  besides  the  appraisers  of  real  estate 
in  different  localities. 

December  31,  1894  was  adopted  for  making 


the  financial  statement  so  as  to  correspond 
with  the  date  of  the  Company's  last  sworn 
statement  to  the  several  departments,  but 
the  examination  was  brought  down  to  August 
ist,  1895,  to  ascertain  whether  any  material 
changes  other  than  those  incident  to  the  nor- 
mal course  of  business  had  occurred. 

The  examination  has  disclosed  the  following 
to  be  the  Company's 

financial   condition,    DECEMBER  31,    1894: 
ASSETS. 

Cost  value  of  real  estate  owned — 
Home  office  building    .  .  .  $752,080  67 
Acquired  by  foreclosure     .    431,328  45 
Excess   of    appraisements 
over  cost     56,590  88 

Total $  1,240.000  CO 

Loan  on  bonds  and  mortgages  on  real 

estate    55,846,691  09 

Loans  on  company  policies,   assigned 

as  collateral- secured  by  reserve  .  .  78,820  00 
Premium  notes  on  policies  in  force- 
secured  by  reserve 467,540  42 

Par  value  of  bonds  owned  .  $7,170,965  00 

Market  value  over  par  .  .  .      339,10400    7,510,06900 

Cash  in  office 161,11068 

Cash  in  banks 5.313.04762    5,474.15830 

Agent  debit 

balances,  $26,581  78,  allowed  at  13.29089 

Interest  on 

m'tgages 

due  .  .   .   253,058  90,  accrued  784,324  69    1,037,383  59 
Interest  on 

b'dsdue,     3,40000,       "         156,12500       159,52500 
Interest  on 

policy 

loans  .   .         137  00,       "  15,237  68         15,374  68 

Rents    on 

real  est.      1,223  3°,       "  8,827  57         10,050  87 

Gross  pre- 

mi'ms  on 

outsland. 

pol.  first 

year  .  .  294,641  00,  renew's,  420,348  00 
Gross  def'd 

prem.  on 

pol.  in 

force  I  st 

year.   .  121,81400,         '*        960,26900 

$416,455  00  $1,380,617  00 

Deduct  for 
cost   on 
collec'n 
50  per  ct  208,227  00, 6?^  per  ct    92,041  00 

Realizable 
on  uncol. 
and    de- 
ferred 
preml's  $208,228  00  $1,288,576  00    1,496,804  00 

Total  assets  December  31,  1894    .   .$73,349,70784 
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LIABILITIES. 

Reserve  (actuaries  4  per  cent.)  on  pol- 
icies and  annuities  in  force  Dec.  31, 
1891,  as  computed  by  Mass.  depart- 
ment on  corrected  registers J38, 812,182  00 

Reserve  on  certain  fractional  paid-up 

insurance 138,450  00 

Reserveforpaid-upinsuranceclaimable    *i2S,388  co 

Reserve  against  excess  Tontine  guar- 
antees     22,312  00 

Reserve  against  policies  canceled  for 

intemperance 3,017  64 

Reserve  against  premiums  below  net 

rates 412  34 

Death  claims   in  process  of 

adjustment $201,325  46 

Death  claims   contested  or 

in  litigation 41,162  39 

Deaths  occurring  in  1894, 
proofs  received  in  1S95, 
less  reserve 187,752  27 

Endowments  due  and  await- 
ing claimants 37,442  00       467,682  12 

Dividends  due  on  outstand- 
ing and  deferred  premi- 
ums      138,119  10 

Dividends  due  in  cash  on  paid- 

U13S  and  post-mortem  .   .     20,064  41        158,183  51 

Premiums  paid  in  advance  and  accrued 

commissions 12,000  00 

Unpaid  bills,  accounts,  etc.,  presented 

after  January  1,  1895 42,67299 

Agent  credit  balances,  etc 18,970  70 

Total  liabilities.  December  31.  1S94  .  $39,804,271  30 
Surplus 13.545.436  54 

$73,349,707  84 
Of  this  surplus  $8,583,711  3518  accumulated  Tontine 
earnings,  and  4,961,725  19  general  surplus. 

$13,545,436  54 

*In  tills  Iti^m  the  commission  have  charf^ed  the  com- 
pany with  tlip  uxtremp  possible  Ihiljlllty;  It  Is  only  fair  to 
state  that  from  the  expericuce  of  the  company  In  the  ad- 
justmeut  of  claims  under  these  policies,  the  actual  liabil- 
ity will  uudoulitedly  l)e  largely  reduced. 

ASSETS. 

The  titles  of  real  estate  owned  were  inves- 
tigated by  Attorney  General  Mylrea,  and 
were  found  to  vest  the  ownership  of  each 
piece  in  the  Company  without  flaw"  or  incum- 
brances. Each  parcel  was  valued  bj'  apprais- 
ers selected  by  the  chairman,  with  the  final 
result  of  increasing  the  total  value  by  ^56,- 
590.88  over  the  amount  claimed  by  the  Com- 
pany in  its  Dec.  31,  1894,  statement. 

The  I'eal  estate  on  hand  acquired  by  fore- 
closure is  remarkably  small  in  proportion  to 
the  large  sum  invested  in  mortgages,  and  is 
earning  a  fair  net  rent,  as  is  also  the  Home 
Office  Building,  when  allowance  is  made  for 
the  portion  occupied  by  the  Company.  This 
amount  for  own  occupancy  does  not  enter  into 


the  Company's  annual  statement  for  rents  re- 
ceived and  paid. 

The  custom  of  the  Company  has  been  fwith 
few  exceptions)  to  dispose  of  real  estate  ac- 
quired by  foreclosure  as  rajridly  a,s  possible 
and  merge  the  net  loss  into  the  interest  earn- 
ings of  the  year  in  which  it  is  sold.  An 
analysis  of  the  business  for  twenty  years 
shows  that  only  a  small  percentage  of  loans 
made  are  foreclosed  and  acquired  as  real 
estate.  The  mortgage  loans,  comprising  near- 
l.v  80%  of  total  assets  have  been  carefully 
placed  and  yield  a  gross  rate  of  5  6-10)'^  inter- 
est, payable  semi-annually.  About  one-fourth 
of  the  mortgages  represent  farm  loans.  The 
loans  ai-e  distributed  in  Illinois,  Wisconsin, 
Minnesota,  Colorado,  Nebraska,  Ohio,  Iowa, 
Tennessee,  Indiana,  Kansas,  Michigan,  Mis- 
souri, Kentucky  and  a  few  in  S.  Dakota,  Ala- 
bama, Texas  and  Georgia.  About  one-half 
of  the  whole  is  in  Illinois  and  Wisconsin.-  The 
interest  in  default  is  less  than  }{  of  1%.  or 
about  one  month's  interest.  Loans  are  placed 
through  salaried  local  agents,  without  com- 
mission from  the  borrower.  The  titles  are 
examined  by  the  Company's  counsel,  with  a 
corps  of  assistants,  anti  no  charge  is  made  ex- 
cept actual  disbursements  and  fee  of  local 
counsel. 

Attorney  General  Mylrea  has  examined  in- 
to the  system  and  reports  that  it  is  compre- 
hensive and  complete,  and  that  extraordinary 
care  is  exercised  in  protecting  the  interests 
of  the  Company  in  the  granting  of  loans. 
The  Attorney  General  has  also  examined  the 
abstracts  of  such  cases  as  were  involved,  un- 
der foreclosure,  in  default  of  interest,  or 
loans  made  to  trustees,  employees  or  connec- 
tions of  the  Company,  and  finds  the  papers 
complete  and  without  flaw. 

The  expense  entailed  by  this  system  is 
comparatively  small  on  each  loan  placed,  and 
together  with  any  loss  through  purchase  by 
the  Companj-  on  foreclosures  and  subsequent 
sales,  gives  a  slight  loss  to  be  deducted  from 
the  gross  5  6-10",^  interest  earned,  as  the  ex- 
tra cost  of  handling.  This  leaves  a  margin  of 
nearly  a  million  dollars  which  would  have  to 
be  impaired  before  any  deduction  could  justl.v 
be  made  from  this  item. 

As  all  payments  of  interest  or  principal  are 
made  direct  to  the  home  ofBce  and  not  through 
loan  agents,  it  was  deemed  unnecessai-y  to 
communicate  with  each  borrower  as  to  the 
amount  of  his  outstanding  loan  ;  the  same  be- 
ing sulliciently  checked  by  the  papers  and  re- 
ceipts of  interest. 

Loans  on  policies  and  premium  notes  were 
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checked  by  the  notes  themselves  and  \vith 
the  Wisconsin  valuation  registers,  to  ascer- 
tain if  the  policies  upon  which  they  are  a  lien 
were  in  foi'ce  and  able  to  sustain  the  loans. 
These  items  were  found  to  agree  with  the 
Company's  books  and  statements. 

The  items  of  premiums  in  course  of  collec- 
tion and  deferred  were  treated  in  like  man- 
ner, resulting  in  a  slight  difference  only  from 
the  Company's  figures. 

The  bonds  owned  were  counted  by  the  com- 
missioners, and  found  to  be  on  hand  with  the 
exception  of  those  deposited  with  the  Insur- 
ance Departments  of  Wisconsin,  Virginia  and 
Canada,  for  which  satisfactory  certificates 
were  furnished.  The  premium  for  market 
value  over  par  allowed  is  .<5i,45[. 83  less  than 
the  Company's  statement. 

Cash  in  office  and  in  banks,  as  shown  by  the 
books  was  found  to  be  correct. 

The  Company's  statement  deducted  *iS,- 
167.51,  mostly  agent's  credit  balances,  from 
cash  in  office,  which  has  been  corrected  above 
by  carrying  the  same  into  liabilities. 

One-half  of  agents'  debit  balances  was 
found  to  be  good  by  payment  since  Dec.  31, 
and  othenvise,  and  has  been  allowed. 

The  total  assets  found  on  examination  do 
not  materially  differ  from  the  amount  claimed 
by  the  Comjiany  at  the  same  date. 

LIABILITIES. 

The  valuation  registers  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Department,  being  computed  on  a  4^,^ 
basis,  were  used  for  ascertaining  the  neces- 
sary reserves  to  be  held  on  policies  and  an- 
nuities. These  were  first  checked  by  com- 
parison with  the  Company's  registers  and 
discrepancies  inquired  into  and  corrected.  A 
further  check  was  made  by  comparison  of  pol- 
ices reported  as  loaned  upon  or  having  prem- 
iums in  course  of  collection  or  deferred.  In- 
quiry was  likewise  made  into  those  policies 
marked  off  the  registers  of  the  Wisconsin  De- 
jjartment  by  lapse,  surrender,  death  or  ma- 
turity, to  a.scertain  if  justifiably  cancelled. 

The  final  valuation  is  in  excess  of  that  found 
by  the  Company  by  the  sum  of  S144.361.oo.  It 
was  discovered  that  there  had  been  cancelled 
certain  10  payment  life  policies  whose  owners 
had  ceased  paying  premiums  and  interest  on 
notes.  These  policies  contain  clau.ses  giving 
paid  up  insurance  on  lapse  for  as  many  tenth 
parts  of  original  insurance  as  there  had  been 
"complete"  annual  premiums  paid,  but  the 
Notes  declare  the  policy  forfeited  in  case  in- 
terest should  not  be  paid  thereon. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  the  prompt  action  of 
your  Executive  Committee  in  passing  a  res- 


olution reinstating  the  insurance  on  this 
class  of  policies  as  soon  as  your  attention  was 
called  to  this  matter. 

It  was  likewise  found  necessary  to  increase 
the  special  reserve  on  certain  other  policies 
guaranteeing  surrender  values  in  excess  of 
ordinary  reserves,  from  the  sum  of  §25.000.00 
charged  by  the  company,  to  $128,388.00,  and  to 
charge  for  guarantees  in  excess  of  4;'„'  actuary 
reserves  on  certain  Tontine  policies,  the  sum 
of  622,312.00. 

A  deduction  was  made  of  S63.514.61  fi'om 
the  amount  with  which  the  Company  charged 
itself  for  Death  Claims  outstanding,  on  ac- 
count of  error  and  because  after  careful  in- 
vestigation it  became  apparent  that  many  of 
the  cases  contested  were  fraudulent  and  con- 
stituted no  real  liability.  Any  Company  long 
in  existence  is  bound  to  accumulate  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  such  cases.  Some  of 
these  are  outlawed,  others  merely  nominal 
and  practically  abandoned  or  the  parties  will- 
ing to  compromise  and  some  had  been  settled 
since  Dec.  31st,  for  much  less  than  their  face. 
It  would  be  unfair  to  compel  a  Company  to 
carry  such  cases  forever  as  a  liability  at  their 
face  or  submit  to  extortion  to  get  rid  of  them. 

It  was  not  discovered  that  the  Company  had 
unduly  or  without  sufficient  cause  contested 
any  case — in  fact,  the  amount  in  litigation 
upon  death  claims,  compared  with  the  amount 
paid  is  surprisingly  small  and  the  Company 
singularly  successful  in  defending  such  suits. 

Itwasfound  necessary,  however,  toadd6i87,- 
752.27  to  the  claims  outstanding  in  process  of 
adjustment,  for  deaths  occuriug  in  1894  on 
which  proofs  were  not  made  until  some  time 
in  1895.  Many  of  these  cases  were  unknown 
to  the  Company  on  Dec.  31st,  as  proof  blanks 
are  furnished  by  the  agents  and  not  from  the 
Home  Office,  but  it  is  necessary  to  take  them 
into  consideration  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
true  condition  of  the  Company  at  that  date,  as 
the  parties  insured  were  actually  dead  and 
only  a  formality  intervened  before  payment 
became  due. 

The  Surplus  of  the  Company  is  divided  into 
Tontine  and  General  Surplus  in  the  usual  way 
employed  by  Departments  in  their  annual  re- 
ports. The  practice  of  the  Company  in  giving 
notice  every  year  to  its  Tontine  policyholders, 
of  their  annual  accumulations,  is  highly  to  be 
commended. 

The  Income  and  Disbursements  as  rendered 
for  1894  in  its  sworn  statement  was  found  to 
be  substantially  correct. 

The  interest  receipts  are  large,  being  five 
and  one-tenth  per  cent,  of  gross  mean  assets. 


450 


The  Coast  %EyiEiv. 


The  ratio  of  death  claims  is  only  about  eighty 
per  cent,  of  that  expected  by  the  tables  upon 
whichits  premiums  and  reserve  are  calculated. 

The  ratio  of  expenses  is  small  and  shows 
economical  management.  ' 

An  investigation  of  the  business  done  in  1895 
to  August  I  St,  discloses  no  unusual  event  apart 
from  the  regular  course.  The  Commission, 
however,  desires  to  give  expression  to  their 
opinion,  applicable  alike  to  all  Companies,  that 
the  interest  of  the  policyholders  dictates  that 
no  more  money  be  carried  as  "  Cash  on  hand 
or  in  banks  "  than  is  necessary  to  meet  the 
current  needs  of  the  Company  and  that  all 
funds  over  and  above  these  necessities  be 
promptly  invested. 

The  amount  of  business  has  increased,  with 
a  corresponding  increase  in  Income,  Disburse- 
ments, Assets,  Liabilities  and  Surplus. 

A  lai'ger  relative  proportion  of  investments 
in  City,  County,  State  and  United  States 
bonds  has  been  made.  The  Company  holds  no 
stocks  and  does  not  invest  in  Railroad  bonds. 

The  expense  chargeable  to  each  item  is  well 
within  the  limit  pi'ovided  for,  except  in  the 
single  case  of  new  business,  whereon  the  first 
year's  commissions  plus  the  additional  ex- 
penses incident  to  the  first  year,  after  allow- 
ing for  light  mortality,  does  not  leave  enough 
of  the  premium  to  cover  the  necessary  reserve 
at  the  end  of  the  j^ear. 

This  comment  is  not  to  be  accepted  as  a  re- 
flection upon  the  Company,  but  is  made  to 
emphasize  the  regret  of  the  Commission,  that 
all  fixed  pi-emium  life  companies  do  not  take 
concerted  action  in  cutting  down  this  large 
expense  item  found  in  these  companies,  rather 
than  await  the  time  for  legislation  to  restrict 
the  expenditures  for  new  business. 

The  several  Departments  of  the  Company 
are  conducted  with  ability  and  integrity. 

The  Medical  Department  is  thoroughly  sys- 
tematized in  its  methods  of  appointing  and 
supervising  local  examiners,  and  scrutinizing 
applications  for  insurance. 

The  ratio  of  rejected  cases  averages  about 
eight  per  cent.,  and  the  districts  in  which 
applicants  must  reside  are  restricted  to  the 
better  portion  of  the  United  States — no  foreign 
business  is  done. 

The  care  exercised  in  selecting  risks  is  like- 
wise proved  by  the  Actuary's  calculations, 
showing  the  death  rate  to  be  only  about  eightj' 
per  cent,  of  that  expected  by  the  mortality 
table,  although  the  Company  is  now  thirt3-- 
eight  years  old.  Care  is  again  shown  by  the 
small  number  of  cases  of  fraud  among  death 
claims. 


The  Legal  Department  looks  after  the  titles 
and  abstracts,  and  examines  minutely  into  the 
legality  of  each  bond  in  which  the  Company 
makes  investments.  A  careful  inquii-y  into 
the  details  of  this  department  will  be  found 
in  the  Attorney  General's  report. 

The  Actuarial  Department  is  well  systema- 
tized and  equipped,  making  it  easy  to  acquire 
any  information  desired.  The  card  system  is 
used  in  this  and  several  other  departments 
with  good  effect  and  to  an  extent  not  usually 
found. 

The  Financial  Department,  with  the  aid  of 
the  Finance  Committee  of  seven  trustees,  is 
an  extensive  affair.  This  committee  meets 
several  times  a  week  and  passes  upon  every 
investment.  The  minutes  of  their  trans- 
actions, as  well  as  the  character  of  the  invest- 
ments, indicate  careful  and  intelligent  dis- 
crimination. 

The  Agency  Department  is  managed  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Committee  on  Agencies 
and  Insurance.  The  increasing  ue\y  business 
and  advance  in  insurance  outstanding  from 
year  to  year  are  evidences  of  competency. 
The  Company  gives  no  bonuses,  allowances  or 
salai-ies  to  agents.  Agents  are  under  bond 
and  losses  from  default  are  few  and  small  in 
amount.  Agents  debit  balances  and  com- 
muted commissions  are  noticeably  small. 

The  Examining  Committee  is  composed  of 
thi'ee  trustees,  whose  duty  it  is  twice  a  j'ear 
(Dec.  31st  and  June  30th),  to  count  all  the 
assets,  compare  vouchers  and  checks  with  the 
cash  books,  check  all  the  entries  which  finally 
culminate  in  the  ledger,  and  verify  the  trial 
balances  from  which  the  published  and  sworn 
statements  are  made  up.  This  work  was 
found  to  have  been  faithfully  done  bot'n  for 
Dec.  31,  1894,  and  June  30,  1895- 

No  expenditures  for  illegal  or  improper  pur- 
poses have  been  discovered.  The  custody  of 
securities  is  in  the  hands  of  the  President  and 
2d  Vice-President. 

Bonds  with  two  sureties  for  $20,000  00  are 
given  by  the  President,  Secretary,  Cashier 
and  Treasurer.  All  officers  and  office  em- 
ployees are  salaried,  and  receive  no  other  com- 
pensation. No  one,  except  agents,  derives 
any  commission  upon  the  business. 

The  Company's  treatment  of  policyholders 
is  eminently  fair.  All  privileges  and  benefits 
given  to  new  policyholders  as  to  loans,  rates 
of  interest,  surrender  values,  guarantees, 
freedom  of  occupation  and  residence,  are  ex- 
tended at  once  to  the  old. 

Every  facility  in  making  this  examination 
has   been  cheerfuUv  extended  bv  the  officers 
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and  clerks  orer  a  period  of  more  than  two 
months,  frequently  entailing  night  work  and 
considerable  interruption  to  current  business 
and  suspension  of  vacations.  The  new  busi- 
ness written  hy  the  company,  however,  dur- 
ing this  period  has  been  as  large  as  for  cor- 
responding date  in  any  previous  year  of  its 
history. 

The  Commission  has  found  little  to  criticize 
and  much  to  commend.  It  is  a  pleasure  to 
congratulate  the  policyholders  of  the  North- 
western Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  upon 
having  their  interests  guarded  by  so  efficient 
a  board  of  officers,  and  the  highest  compliment 
that  can  be  paid  is,  that  this  examination  has 
demonstrated  that  the  Company  in  its  deal-' 
ings  with  its  policyholders  and  beneficiaries, 
and  in  its  financial  management  has  lived  up 
to  that  high  standard  of  reliability  which  has 
gained  for  it  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and 
made  its  grand  success  possible. 

Re.spectfully  submitted, 

William  A.  Fricke, 
Commissioner  of  Insurance,  Wisconsin, 
Chairman, 
Geo.  S,  Merrill, 
Insurance  Commissioner,  Massachusetts. 
Bradford  K.  Dlrfee, 
Superintendent  of  Insurance,  Illinois. 

J.   E.   HiPPLE. 

Commissioner  of  Insurance,  South  Dakota. 
ErcEXE  MOOXET, 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  Nebraska, 


these  policies  was  sis  months  and  four  days. 
The  moral  is  obvious,  and  it  is  not  Go  thou 
and  do  likewise.     The  moral  is,  Insure  to-day. 


All  liave  Signed. 

The  new  local  board  at  San  Jose,  Cal.,  be- 
gins under  favorable  conditions.  The  mem 
bers  realize  that  they  must  "live  up"  strictly 
to  rules,  or  war  will  be  resumed.  There  is  a 
general  disposition  to  maintain  rates;  other 
wise  there  will  be  a  general  resolution  to  en 
gage  in  some  other  business. 

Policies  in  Santa  Clara  county  are  to  be 
written  according  to  Books  i,  2  and  3,  former- 
ly in  use  by  the  P,  I,  U. ,  less  a  uniform  reduc- 
tion of  20  per  cent. 


Experienced  Deputy  Wanted. 

There  being  a  scarcity  of  offices  in  Iowa,  the 
office  of  insurance  commissioner  is  about  to 
be  created  for  some  needy  I.  O,  U.  politician. 
At  present  the  man  who  prefen'ed  to  be 
auditor  rather  than  speaker  does  the  work 
but  doesn't  draw  the  salarv. 


The  New  York  Life  Ins.  Co.  prints  a  list  of 
297  policyholders  who  died  in  1894  within  one 
year  after  insuring.     The  average  duration  of 


I  The  Time  is  Ripe  for   Reorganization. 

/     The  recent  meeting  held  by  the  fire  under- 

/  writers  of  San  Francisco  was  the  largest  in 

i  attendance   since  the  dissolution  of  the  P.  I. 

/  U.     In   some   respects   it   was    the   most   im- 

I   portaut,  for   though   little  was  accomplished, 

1    hopeful   possibilities  were  disclosed.     It  is  to 

I    be   regretted   that     the    meeting   adjourned 

I     hastily,  without  appointing   a  committee   to 

?     prepare  new  plans  for  reorganization. 

Thismeeting  is  discussed  elsewhere.  Thirty- 
six  San  Francisco  managers,  out  of  a  total  of 
forty-one,  were  present.  The  principal  object 
was  to  unite  on  an  agreement  to  not  write 
policies  dated  ahead  of  sixty  days,  and  to  not 
write  mercantile  risks  for  more  than  one  year. 
Thirty-fourof  the  thirty-six  managers  present 
had  signed.  Manager  MuUins,  of  the  Com- 
mercial Union,  however,  refused  to  sign,  on 
the  ground  that  the  projxjsed  compact  was  too 
limited  in  its  scope,  and  might  seriously  delay 
or  wholly  prevent  the  formation  of  a  central 
organization,  without  which  the  "patchwork  " 
itself  would  fall  to  pieces.  Confronted  with 
this  emphatic  refusal  to  sign,  the  meeting  ad- 
journed sine  die. 

Under  all  the  circumstances,  we  think  it  is 
to  be  regretted  that  Mr.  Mullins  took  this  view 
of  the  matter.     The  situation  calls  for  agree- 
ments, even  in  the  absence  of  a  central  organi- 
l     zation.     Manager  Mullins.  however,  is  willing 
.  1    to  sign  an  agreement  covering  the  whole  field 
,  I   as   to   territory,  and    including  the  essential 
1^  I  points  of   rates   and  compensation  to  agents, 
I  He  believes  it  is  as  easy  to  make  and  maintain 
I  compacts  for  the  whole  field   as  for  fractions. 
I     A   representative  of  the  Coast  Review  has 
interviewed  a  number  of  the  managers,  and 
from    the  views  expressed  the  conclusion   is 
drawn   that   it  will  be  impossible  to  organize 
any   tariff   association,   or   to    maintain   local 
boards,  unless  the  quest  ion  of  local  agents'  com- 
pensation be  treated  as  of  exceptional  import- 
ance and  be  settled  satisfactorily.     This  com- 
mission question  must  be  settled  soon,  whether 
a  tariff  association  is  organized  or  not.     Other- 
wise, the  Northwestern  Insurance  Association 
and  local  boards  generally,  however  seeming 
strong,  'Will  quickly   go   to  pieces  Ijefore  de- 
termined assaults  on  rates  by  offices  that  are 
resolved   not   to   tolerate  excess  commissions 
and   rebatings  which   take   from   them   their 
choicest  business. 
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A  central  organization  is  necessary,  if  for 
notriiug  more  than  to  co-operate  with  local 
boards.  The  present  condition  of  fire  under- 
writing in  this  field  is  so  bad,  and  demoraliz- 
ing liractices  "in  self  defense"  are  so  gen- 
eral, that  we  feel  warranted  in  the  assertion 
that  the  time  is  favoi-able  for  reorganization. 
Everybody  is  weary  of  the  fight.  No  possible 
good  will  result  from  prolonging  the  strife. 
To  punish  "the  enemy  "  is  to  iranish  self  and 
"friends"  equally  sei'verely.  Rates  are  cut. 
Policies  are  Written  at  cut  rates  and  dated 
months  ahead.  Mercantile  risks  are  being 
written  for  long  terms.  It  is  time  to  reorgan 
ize! 

Let  a  central  organization  be  formed,  wit 
a  rating  committee  and  with  a  deviation  coi 
mittee,  and  with  a  corps  of  surveyors  to  crf- 
■operate  with  local  organizations  in  making 
rates.  Let  the  compact  embrace  only  the 
essentials  at  the  beginning. 

In  anticipation  of  the  creation  of  this  much 
needed  central  body,  let  the  "excess  con- 
tract "  offices  prepare  to  get  into  line  by  abro- 
gating all  such  contracts.  The  local  agents 
must  give  them  up.  Their  retention  will  not 
profit  them,  in  the  face  of  dissolved  local 
boards  and  a  new  warof  rates. 

If  the  managers  can  not  abrogate  these  ex- 
cess commission  con  tracts,  or,  unwilling,  refuse 
to  do  so,  they  must  abandon  all  hope  of  a  new 
tariff  association,  and  all  expectation  of  the 
creation  of  new  local  boards,  or  the  survival  of 
those  now  in  existence. 


United  States  Casnalty. 

The  U.  S.  Casualty  is  pursuing  an  erratic 
course.  As  pointed  out  in  the  October  Coast 
Review,  the  company  is  putting  its  general 
agencies  on  a  local  agency  basis.  Contracts 
are  being  canceled,  and  general  agents  are  re- 
signing everywhei-e.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  this  company  took  over  the  business  of 
the  wrecked  United  States  Mutual — and  took 
over  the  management  too;  butit  didn'tunder- 
take  to  pay  the  claims  against  the  assessment 
company. 

The  present  condition  of  the  United  States 
Casualty's  affairs  must  be  serious  indeed. 
Several  genei-al  agents  have  united  in  a  cir- 
cular letter  to  agents,  in  which  they  say: 

"  The  management  of  the  company  has  not, 
in  our  opinion,  been  such  as  to  inspire  that 
confidence  in  the  future  of  its  business  which 
we  believe  is  necessai'y  to  secure  its  success." 

The  late  manager  of  a  Louisville  company, 
which  was  reinsured  in  the  United  States 
Casualty,  writes  a  circular  letter  to  his  old 


patrons,  in  which  he  says:  "Unfortunately, 
there  has  been  a  great  change  in  the  manage- 
ment [of  the  U.  S.  Casualty  Company]  re- 
cently, and  the  company's  methods  are  simply 
disgraceful.  They  think  nothing  of  breaking 
the  most  iron-clad  contract,  inviting  litigation 
or  offering  instead  compromise.  It  seems  to 
be  the  rule  of  the  company  to  scale  claims, 
however  just  they  may  be." 

Royal  Exchange  Assurance. 

A  cablegram  to  United  States  Manager^ 
obert  Dickson,  of  this  city,  received  on  the  ' 
1 2th  from  London,  states  that  the  directors  of 
the  Royal  Exchange  have  voted  to  extend  its 
American  business  to  the  Eastern  states. 
Manager  Dickson  is  not  advised  as  to  the 
details  of  the  department  east  of  the  Rockies. 
The  extension  of  the  business  to  the  Eastern 
states  will,  it  is  understood,  be  done  from  the 
San  Francisco  office.  From  such  information 
as  the  Coast  Review  can  gather.  Manager 
Dickson  will  handle  the  business  of  the  Royal 
Exchange  for  the  United  States,  either  from 
San  Francisco  or  from  some  Eastern  city 
which  he  may  select. 

Praise  for  the   northwestern  Mntnal   Life   Ins. 
Company. 

Five  state  insurance  departments,  employ- 
ing a  large  number  of  experts,  have  just  com- 
pleted an  examination  of  the  books  and  secur- 
ities and  affairs  generally  of  the  Northwest- 
ern Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Mil- 
waukee, Wis.  The  examination  consumed 
over  three  months  of  time,  and  covered  the 
medical,  legal,  actuarial,  financial  and  agency 
departments. 

The  report,  which  we  print  elsewhere,  is 
long  and  exhaustive,  and  goes  into  all  the 
details.  Nothing  seems  to  have  been  super- 
ficially done.  The  results  are  satisfactory, 
alike  to  the  management  and  to  the  polic.v- 
holders.  As  was  to  be  expected,  the  com- 
pany's own  figures  are  verified.  The  com- 
mission congratulates  the  policyholders.  The 
ability  and  integrity  of  the  management  are 
commended.  The  company's  treatment  of 
policyholders  is  declared  to  be  eminently  fair, 
and  every  benefit  given  new  policyliolders  is 
likewise  given  to  old  policyholders. 

The  Northwestern  is  found  to  be  in  splendid 
condition.  The  commissioners'  appraisers  in- 
ci'eased  the  value  of  the  company's  real  estate 
$56,590  over  its  own  figures.  The  assets  are 
found  to  be  ^y.-?. 349. 707. 84,  a  somewhat  larger 
amount  than  claimed.  The  liabilities  are  in- 
creased  by  death  claims  reported  after  De- 
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cember  31,  1894.  aud  by  an  increase  of  the  re- 
serves on  certain  kinds  of  policies,  tlius  mak- 
infr  the  increase  in  surplus  somewhat  less 
than  it  seemed.  The  surplus  is  put  at  S13,- 
545,436,  in  excess  of  liabilities  chai'ged  at  the 
highest  rate. 

Clarence  M.  Smith  is  the  general  agent  for 
California,  with  headquarters  iu  the  Phelan 
building,  San  Francisco. 


The  Continental's  New  San  Francisco  Bnilding. 

The  Continental  Ins.  Co.  has  bought  the 
Pacific  Bank  property  on  the  northwest  corner 
of  Pine  and  Sausome  streets,  San  Francisco, 
for  $130,000  cash.  But  thei-e  is  a  "hitch." 
Manager  DuVal  has  deposited  the  required 
Sio,ooo  check  in  escrow,  but  meantime  some- 
body else,  under'  the  impression  that  the 
directors  were  still  receiving  bids,  offered 
6132,000.  The  board  has  since  "rejected  all 
bids''  and  placed  the  property  on  the  market 
again,  though  it  had  previously  "fixed  the 
price"'  at  $130, 000.  The  Continental  people 
insist  that  they  bought  the  property.  Who- 
ever buys  at  the  new  sale,  .set  for  November 
20,  will  probably  buy  a  lawsuit,  unless  he 
.  deals  with  the  Continental  also.  The  bank 
directors  passed  a  resolution  fixing  the  price 
at  $130,000  and  requiring  a  deposit  of  $10,000 
to  accompany  acceptance  of  offer.  The  secre- 
tary of  the  board  telegraphed  to  that  effect  to 
Vice-President  Evans,  who  promptly  wired 
an  acceptance  of  the  offer.  Manager  Du  Val 
also  has  the  board's  secretary's  receipt  for 
$10,000  deposit  "accompanying  its  acceptance 
of  this  (bank)  company's  offer  to  sell  the 
(bank)  premises,  in  accordance  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  this  (bank)  company."  The  "hitch" 
is  therefore  inexplicable.  The  Continental 
owns  the  bank  premises,  and  will  probably 
move  into  the  building  on  January  i. 
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International  Indemnity  Company. 

E.  C.  Barclay  and  M.  T.  Dusiubury  do  not 
speak  as  they  pass  b.y.  Mr.  B.,  now  of  the 
Policyholders  Protective  Association,  what- 
ever that  may  be,  has  addressed  an  open 
letter  to  the  insurance  commissioner.  He 
asks  the  "policyholders"  of  the  International 
Indemnity  Co.  to  read  it,  and  to  bear  in  mind 
that  the  Insurance  Sun,  "a  paper,''  is  pub- 
lished in  the  oCBceof  the  International  Indem- 
nity Co.  Mr.  Barclay  says,  in  his  letter  to 
Commissioner  Higgins : 

"M.  T.  Dusinbury  puivhased  my  interest 
iu  the  I.  I.  Co.  Oct.  i,  on  which  date  I  resigned 


as  director  and  manager  (manager  in  name 
only) ;  and  none  too  soon,  for  the  total  assets 
of  the  company  were  S45  in  cash  in  the  safe 
and  a  due  bill  of  M.  T.  Dusinbury  for  -^loo." 

It  is  a  small  wonder  that  Mr.  Barclay  re- 
signed. Like  the  Texas  stateman,  "what 
was  he  there  for?"  In  other  words,  why 
should  he  remain ;  Whether  he  was  in  any 
way  responsible  for  this  "Mrs.  Hubbard" 
sort  of  safe  is  immaterial.  The  "policyhold- 
ers," and  their  spokesman  and  champion  the 
Coast  Review,  are  intei-ested  only  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  ship  so  unceremoniously  de- 
serted. 

Fortunately,  Mr.  Barclay  enlightens  us. 
On  October  ist  there  were  outstanding  claims 
of  .*470  and  unpaid  bills  amounting  to  $104, 
"and  not  a  five-cent  piece  in  the  bank,  nor 
has  there  ever  been  a  cent  iu  the  bank"  to 
the  credit  of  ithe  company.  Director  Barclay 
says  so.  Furthermore,  the  books,  with  the 
list  of  claims  paid  and  unpaid,  contain  "a  few 
surprises,"  to  which  the  attention  of  Mr. 
Higgins  is  invited. 


Firemans  Fund's  New  Sontheastern  Department. 

The  Firemans  Fund  Ins.  Co.  of  San  Fran- 
cisco is  always  doing  something  in  the  line  of 
advancement.  The  latest  is  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Southeastei'n  department,  with 
headquarters  at  Macon,  Georgia,  and  not  at 
Atlanta,  as  noted  in  a  number  of  exchanges. 
Of  cour.se  everybody  supposed  that  Atlanta 
would  naturally  be  selected  as  headquarters 
for  this  department,  but  it  seems  that  every- 
body does  not  know  everything  about  every- 
body's business. 

After  Vice-President  Dutton  visited  that 
field,  a  few  weeks  ago,  it  was  decided  to  se- 
lect Macon  as  headquarters,  and  Edgar  S. 
Wilson,  secretarj'  of  the  Macon  Ins.  Co.,  as 
manager  for  the  states  of  North  and  South 
Carolina.  Georgia,  Florida  aud  Alabama.  Mr. 
Wilson  is  a  conservative  underwriter  of  many 
years'  experience,  and  the  man  that  the  Fire- 
mans Fund  wanted.  The  Macon  Ins.  Co.  is  a 
small,  one  hundred  thousand  capital,  conserv- 
ative local  company.  It  has  a  nUc,  wi;ll  selected 
bitsincss  in  three  or  four  of  the  above  named 
states,  and  notwithstanding  Mr.  Button's  re- 
fusal to  talk  "to  the  point,"  the  Coast  Re- 
view thinks  that  that  is  the  reason  that  head- 
quarters were  placed  at  Macon  instead  of  At- 
lanta. 

The  Firemans  Fund  is  now  doing  business 
in  every  state  and  territory  iu  the  -Union,  ex- 
cept Vermont,  Virginia,  Mississippi  and  Ar- 
kansas. 
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The  Standard  Marine  Insurance  Company. 

This  strong  Euglish  marine  office  will  soon 
be  a  quarter  of  a  century  old.  For  nearly 
fifteen  years  it  has  been  doing  business  in 
California,  where  it  has  made  money  and 
given  satisfaction  to  its  patrons.  Last  year's 
business,  in  particular,  was  exceedingly  prof- 
itable. 

J.  B.  F.  Davis  &  Son  are  the  Coast  man- 
agers, with  office  at  407-409  Montgomery 
street,  San  Francisco.  The  J.  D.  Spreckels 
&  Bros.  Co.  are  the  general  agents.  These 
gentlemen  make  a  very  creditable  showing 
in  a  field  where  the  competition  is  perhaps 
without  a  parallel  in  marine  insurance  circles. 

The  Standard  Marine  is  a  Liverpool  office. 
It  is  in  an  admirable  condition,  with  a  powerful 
net  surplus,  and  a  policyholders'  surplus  of 
over  a  million  dollars  in  excess  of  liabilities. 
These  are  figures  which  justly  inspire  con- 
fidence.   

Southern  California  Local  Boards. 

Tom  C.  Grant  last  month  made  a  successful 
^canvass  for  signatures  to  an  agreement  to  or- 
ganize local  boards  in  the  southern  end  of  Cal- 
ifornia, a  territory  embracing  seven  counties. 
Thirty-seven  offices  signed  the  agreement  and 
will  contribute  to  the  expenses.  The  four 
non-signing  offices  are  the  Commercial  Union, 
Continental,  the  Ed.  E.  Potter  agency  and 
the  Northwestern  National. 

The  committee  having  this  matter  in  charge 
are  Tom  C.  Grant, Wm.  Dutton  and  A.  E.  Ma- 
gill.  Mr.  Richards,  formerly  with  the  P.I.U., 
leaves  for  Los  Angeles  on  the  17th  last.,  to  be- 
gin the  much  needed  work  of  organizing  local 
boards. 

The  design  is  to  organize  the  smaller  towns 
after  one  general  plan.  The  details  of  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Los  Angeles  and  San  Diego 
boards  will  be  left  to  the  local  agents  of  those 
cities.  The  need  of  prompt  and  decisive  ac- 
tion is  evident  fi-om  the  too  notorious  fact 
that  in  Los  Angeles  dwellings  are  being  writ- 
ten for  three  years  for  twenty  cents. 

Whether  the  committee's  plans  and  Mr. 
Richards'  mission  will  turn  out  successful  de- 
pends fully  as  much  on  the  local  agents  of  the 
southern  California  counties  as  on  the  mana- 
gers in  San  Francisco. 


.?i4,6ig:  Provident  Savings, .?9,7g7;  Equitable, 
$8,573:  Kansas  Mutual  (which  chased  Fraker 
to  his  lair),  §9.783;  Modern  Woodmen,  S;2,929; 
Knights  Pythias,  $2,931;  Lloyds  Guarantee 
Accident,  S900. 


Seven  Fraker  insurers  have  been  refunded 
$36,558  by  order  of  court.  They  had  paid  -*49,- 
500  into  court,  by  judicial  but  injudicious  com- 
mand, but  the  difference  had  been  spent  by  the 
executor  of  the  estate  of  the  "  dead  ''  Fraker. 
These  insurers  were   the  Hartford   L.  &  A., 


Chips. 

—The  F^-ankfort  Accident  &  Plate  Glass  Ins. 
Co.  will  make  a  United  States  deposit  in  the 
near  future. 

— A.  F.  Nason,  superintendent  of  agencies  of 
the  ^Etna  Life  Ins.  Co.,  visited  California, 
Arizona,  and  New  Mexico,  the  early  part  of 
this  month. 

—In  San  Francisco  there  is  a  California  Roof 
Ins.  Co.,  which  has  not  been  authorized  by 
the  California  insurance  department.  Prob- 
ably the  "company"  guarantees  freedom 
from  leaks. 

— Lowenberg,  Harris  &  Co.  of  'V'ictDria.  B.  C, 
agents  of  the  Commercial  Union,  favor  us  with 
a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  British  Columbia 
board  of  trade.  A  whole  page  is  given  to 
"wind.'' and  it  doesn't  contain  a  woi;d  about 
the  Bankers  Alliance,'  either. 

/-F.  G.  Voss,   of  Voss,  Conrad  &  Co.,    leaves  ' 

/this  city  on  the   i6th  inst.  for   Europe,  where 

/he    goes   on    business    connected    with    his 

/  agency,  and  business  that  is  not  connected 

I   with   his   agency.     Mr.  Voss  will   be   absent 

f    about  four  months. 

— Mr.  Cooper's  rates  in  Astoria,  Ore.,  have 
been  wiselj-  "doubled"  on  account  of  the 
Wise  building  adjoining,  and  the  wise  editor 
of  the  Astorian,  thoroughly  posted  in  insur- 
ance rating,  says  "such  things  are  an  out- 
rage." This  Astorian  wants  the  people  to 
rise  in  their  might  and  "organize  a  local  in- 
surance company  and  refuse  to  patronize  the 
thieving  insurance  companies."  And  yet  in 
1891-2-3-4  these  "robbers  "  made  no  money  in 
Oregon. 

— Archie  St.  Clair  of  Seattle,  Wash.,  had  just 
moved  into  his  one-story  cottage  which  had 
been  vacated  some  time.  At  midnight  he 
heard  a  peculiar  crackling  sound,  and  jumping 
out  of  bed  found  the  house  on  fire.  The 
inmates  ran  out  and  watched  the  house  burn 
down.  It  did  not  occur  to  them  to  go  to  the 
alarm  box :  or  perhaps  they  forgot  its  locality. 
Anyway,  the  house  burned  down,  and  as  there 
was  no  insurance  on  it,  Archie  can  not  be 
suspected  of  arson.  Moral :  insure  your  house, 
especially  if  it  has  been  vacant. 
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— Boyd  &  Arnold  of  Portland  place  the  Coast 
Review  under  obligations  for  printed  matter. 

— Chas.  McLane,  Coast  manager  of  the  New 
York  Life,  represented  the  California  Life 
Underwriters  Association  at  the  National  Con- 
vention held  in  Philadelphia  last  mouth. 

— At  Reno,  Nev.,  J.  N.  Evans's  policies  ex- 
pired the  day  before  the  fire,  and  he  lost  and 
the  companies  saved  S1500.  Did  the  local 
agent  neglect  to  look  after  that  "  expiration  T' 

— James  E.  Doolittle,  local  agent  at  Fi-esuo, 
Cal.,  was  ai'rested  on  a  charge  of  embezzling 
$349.  He  was  in  jail  two  days.  A  special  agent 
of  the  Sun  of  London  caused  the  arrest.  Doo- 
little now  sues  the  company  for  -^15,000  alleged 
damages,  for  his  "  durance  vile  "  experience 
of  two  days. 

— William  Kittle  of  the  insurance  firm  of  Cad- 
man  &  Kittle  is  thanked  for  a  dozen  English 
snipe,  a  dozen  quail  and  a  pair  of  Mallard 
ducks  sent  to  this  office  last  week.  Mr.  Kittle 
Is  an  active  member  of  the  Country  Club,  and 
is  a  thorough  sportsman.  The  game  above  re- 
ferred to  came  from  the  Country  Club 
grounds. 

— Wm.  Frank,  of  the  Magdeburg  Fire,  re- 
turned last  month  from  Germany,  where  he 
spent  the  past  year  visiting  relatives  and 
friends.  Mr.  Frank  says  that  the  Coast  Re- 
view ranks  with  the  leading  insurance  journals 
in  the  world,  among  European  underwriters. 
The  only  thing  he  heard  against  this  journal 
during  his  travels  was  on  his  way  home, 
while  in  London.  There  he  was  informed  that 
the  editor  of  the  Coast  Review  had  been 
"proposed'"  and  unanimously  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  famous  "  London  Liars'  Club,"  all 
because  of  a  veritable  lish  story  recently  ap- 
pearing in  these  columns. 

— An  alleged  insurance  leaflet,  appearing 
twice  a  month  and  disappearing  ( in  the  waste- 
paper  basket)  with  equal  regularity,  and  with 
greater  promptness,  says  the  Coast  Review 
issued  its  October  supplement  in  advance 
of  its  October  number.  As  there  was  no 
foundation  whatever  for  this  statement,  not 
even  a  pi'oof  sheet  having  left  "the  printery  " 
in  advance  of  the  delivery  of  books  and  supple- 
ment simultaneously,  the  Coast  Review  is 
reluctantly  compelled  to  brand  the  alleged 
editor  of  its  alleged  semi-monthly  contem- 
porary as  a  willful  falsifier.  Both  justice  and 
the  aforesaid  editor's  indecent  self-exposui-e 
suggest  that  this  brand  be  applied  to  his  most 
tender  and  prominent  parts. 


— Frank  D.  Low,  formerly  of  Missoula,  Mon., 
has  removed  to  Gloucester,  Mass.,  for  the 
present. 

— J.  M.  Beck,  manager  here  of  the  Fire  Asso- 
ciation, visited  the  home  ofBce  of  his  company 
last  month. 

— Geo.  E.  Butler,  accompanied  by  his  wife, 
visited  several  Eastern  cities  recently,  and 
was  absent  nine  weeks. 

— Geo.  C.  Ripley,  president  of  the  Home  Life 
Ins.  Co.  for  many  years  until  iSgo,  died  last 
month.  The  deceased  was  the  father  of  Geo. 
H.  Ripley  of  the  Equitable  Pacific  Coast  de- 
partment, who  was  himself  secretary  and 
president  of  the  Home  Life  for  a  time. 

— Vice  President  Dutton  and  Secretary  Fay- 
monville  of  the  Firemaus  Fund  spent  a  few 
days'  vacation  the  last  week  in  October  at 
the  Country  Club,  where  they  had  fine  sjMrt 
quail  shooting.  The  editor  of  the  Coast 
Review  wishes  to  thank  these  gentlemen  for 
the  dozen  plump  birds  sent  to  this  office. 

— The  famous  Eugene  Field,  poet  and  journal- 
ist, who  died  last  month,  was  a  cousin  of 
Henry  K.  Field,  the  Pacific  Coast  general 
agent  of  the  New  England  Mutual  Life  Ins. 
Co.  The  father  of  the  poet  and  the  father  of 
the  underwriter  were  brothers.  The  cousins 
were  born  in  Vermont,  and  like  so  man}'  of 
New  England's  sons  they  sought  their 
fortunes  in  the  West. 

— B.  C.  Dick,  for  many  years  head  special  and 
adjuster  of  the  Sun  Ins.  Co.  of  this  city,  has  ' 
accepted  the  position  of  agency  superintendent 
with  Butler  &  Haldan's  general  agency. 
Mr.  Dick  has  been  engaged  in  the  fire  insur- 
ance business  in  this  city  for  the  past  twenty- 
one  years.  He  is  fully  conversant  with  field 
work  and  the  wants  of  the  local,  and  his 
appointment  to  his  present  position  is  a  good 
one. 

— The  Northwest  Insurance  Association  has 
adopted  a  resolution  which  embodies  the 
Coast  Review's  recommendation  of  last  month. 
It  is  a  pronunciation  for  a  uniform  rate  of 
commission.  The  executive  committee  recom- 
mends such  amendment  to  the  constitution  as 
will  bind  all  agents  in  Oregon.  Washington 
and  Idaho  to  receive  no  compensation  in  excess 
of  15  per  cent.,  and  that  in  cities  in  which  an 
excess  of  15  per  cent,  has  hitherto  been  author- 
ized a  reduction  of  5  per  cent,  be  made  in  the 
schedule  of  rates;  providing  that  on  farm 
property  a  compensation  of  not  exceeding  20 
per  cent,  may  be  received. 
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—Seattle  September  ftre  losses,  ?2.729:  insui-- 
auce  paid,  *2,479. 
^BiL'yele  insurance  associations  in   the    East 
are  not  paying  claims. 

—E.G.  Giltner,  secretary  of  the  State  Ins. 
Co.  of  Salem,  Or.,  was  In  town  last  month. 
—John  A.  Beekwith  has  bought  out  the  local 
agency  of  E.  W.  Hiuchman  of  Evanston.  Wy. 
—During  the  last  four  years  the  fire  insurance 
loss  ratio  in.  Oregon  has  averaged  nearly  60 
per  cent. 

— Capt.  Woodside  of  the  wrecked  Bawnmore 
has  sued  the  Canton  Ins.  Co.  for  §2,000  insur- 
ance on  personal  effects.  Other  insurance  was 
paid. 

—The  Difference— A  Detroit  court  rules  that 
a  broken  jaw  in  a  dentist's  chair  is  not  an  ac- 
cident. A  San  Francisco  court  rules  that  sui- 
cide is  an  accident.  In  the  latter  case  the 
company  could  pay  ;  in  the  former,  not. 

—Our  Almanac— About  this  time  look  out  for 
"didn't-know-it-was-loaded''  and  '-drew-the- 
gun-muzzle-end-toward  him  "  accidents.  If 
you  are  one  of  this  kind  of  hunters,  see  that 
your  accident  policy  is  on  the  safety-notch. 

—For  the  nine  months  ending  September  30, 
the  average  rate  on  the  net  amount  covered 
by  the  National  on  risks  written  in  California 
was  1.727%,  as  against  an  average  rate  for 
the  corresponding  period  of  1894,  of  2.118%.— 
Fire  Alarm. 

—Butler  &  Haldan  give  unique  prominence  in 
a  new  ad.  on  page  16,  to  the  Phoenix  of  Lon- 
don and  the  Providence-Washington,  of  which 
they  are  general  agents.  It  is  a  neat  card. 
B.  C.  Dick,  formerly  of  the  Sun  Ins.  Co.,  is 
now  the  agency  superintendent  for  this  firm. 

—According  to  a  Salt  Lake  paper,  '-Scotchy," 
and  "Slim  Jim."  "Trilby''  (alias  Sandy  Fer- 
gusou),  aud  several  other  San  Francisco  .spec- 
ials had  a  musicale  in  the  Knutsafford  House 
parlor,  in  honor  of  Master  B.'s  latest  birth- 
day. The  celebrated  firemen's  dog  "  Tuffy  " 
played  on  the  piano. 

—John  Strang  of  Chico,  Cal.,  had  a  dairy 
building,  which  burned  down.  He  was  in 
debt,  and  he  left  town  without  paying  his 
creditors  or  filing  proofs  of  loss.  His  insur- 
ance policies  were  garnisheed.  R.  F.  and  L. 
A.  Jackson,  agents,  swore  they  had  none  of 
the  insui-ance  money,  and  Justice  Warren 
made  an  order,  giving  the  creditors  the  right 
to  sue  the  insurance  companies. 


—Col.  W.  R.  Smedberg  spent  about  six  weeks 
of  September  and  October  in  New  York  and 
Washington. 

—Samuel  Butterworth  Stoy,  of  Portland,  was 
married  last  month  to  Miss  Anna  Maud  Jones, 
of  Pt.  Townseud,  Wash. 

—Col.  N.  T.  James  of  Gov.  Budd's  staff  at- 
tended the  funeral  of  our  late  Lieut. -Gov. 
Millard  at  Los  Angeles  last  week. 

—Louis  Mel,  special  for  the  .Etna,  who  has 
been  working  the  Pacific  Northwest,  will 
spend  a  few  weeks  in  California  and  Arizona. 

—Manager  Mullins  of 
returned  a  few  days 
trip .  to  Honolulu.     Mr. 
desk  in  the  best  of  health. 


Calitornia  ana  Arizona. 

)f  the  Commercial  Union    \ 
1  ago  from  a  six  weeks'      \ 
r.  Mullins  returns  to  his        \ 


— Maj.  Christensen  spent  a  couple  of  weeks  in 
southern  California  last  month.  During  his 
trip  south  the  Major  incidentally  glanced  at 
his  orange  aud  lemon  orchard  at  South  River- 
side. 

— G.  Trittenbach,  for  many  years  with  the 
Sun  Ins.  Co.,  of  this  city,  has  furnished  a  fine 
office  at  319  California  street  as  general  insur- 
ance agent.  Mr.  T.  has  the  city  agency  of 
the  Home  of  New  York. 

—Col.  Wm.  Macdouald  of  the  London  &  Lan- 
cashire has  been  in  southern  California  and 
Arizona  for  the  past  six  weeks.  It  is  rumored 
on  the  street  that  the  Colonel  crossed  the  line 
into  Mexico  during  his  trip. 

—The  Pacific  Coast  is  again  advancing  in 
population.  Insurance  men  and  the  sons  of 
insurance  men  are  marrying  like  men  engaged 
in  more  profitable  business;  and  over  the 
mountains  advances  a  new  army  of  emigrants, 
ready  to  dig  either  gold  or  potatoes.  It  is 
time  to  change  our  '90  population  statistics. 

— T.  E.  Pope,  assistant  general  agent  of  the 
.Etna  Ins.  Co.,  met  with  an  accident  some 
eight  years  ago,  the  result  of  which  recently 
developed  an  abscess.  The  cheek-bone  was 
bruised,  beneath  the  eye,  aud  a  scar,  with  an 
irregular  growth,  resulted.  Recently,  as  this 
small  lump  seemed  to  be  extending,  the  phy- 
sicians deemed  it  wise  to  remove  it.  Mr. 
Pope  was  therefore  confined  to  his  house  for 
about  two  weeks,  but  is  once  more  at  his  desk. 
The  operation  gave  rise  to  a  groundless  but 
annoying  rumor,  appearing  in  print,  to  the 
effect  that  Mr.  Pope  had  been  afflicted  with  a 
cancer.  His  many  friends  will  be  glad  to  see 
this  statement  contradicted  in  the  Coast  Re- 
view. 
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— D.  S.  West  has  bought  out  the  iiisuraQce 
business  of  Wayue  Joues  at  Koseburir,  Ore. 

— The  Equitable  ludemnity  Association  de- 
nounces its  ex-asent  A.  L.  Moye  as  a  fraud. 
Now  we  should  like  to  have  Moye's  opinion  of 
the  Equitable  Indemnity. 

— Mayor  Sutro  of  San  Francisco  has  vetoed 
the  fire  ordinance  limiting  the  higlit  of  build- 
ings. The  ordinance  was  crudely  drawn,  but 
it  had  merit.     It  extended  the  fire  limits. 

— The  new  plate-glass  agreement  has  been 
signed  by  the  Lloyds,  Fidelity  &  Casualty, New 
York.  Metropolitan,  New  Jersey  and  Union 
Casualty.  "  While  the  lamp  holds  out,  etc." 
The  agreement  goes  into  effect  December  i. 
Wyoming,  West  Virginia  and  Iowa — wild  and 
woolly  states — ai-e  excepted.  In  these  three 
the  plate-glass  insurers  can  throw  stones  and 
make  faces  at  one  another. 

— According  to  a  New  York  dispatch  the 
Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  has  abolished  "  the  limit" 
on  a  single  life.  Heretofore  the  limit  has  been 
4^100,000.  The  inference  is  that  the  Mutual 
Life  has  made  satisfactory: reinsurance  con- 
tracts with  other  companies,  perhaps  foreign 
as  well  as  domestic.  If  this  report  is  true,  the 
other  mastodon  life  companies  will  probably 
likewise  undertake  to  insure  any  desirable 
risk  in  any  desired  amount. 

—Up  in  Anaconda,  Wash.,  there  is  on  trial  a 
remarkable  case.  A  Mrs.  Baxter  sues  her 
step-mother  for  the  proceeds  of  a  §2,500  cer- 
tificate of  insurance  on  her  father's  life.  The 
step-mother,  a  Mrs.  Hamilton,  is  charged 
with  forging  the  name  of  the  insured  to  a  re- 
quest, made  of  the  insurance  association  to 
change  the  name  of  the  beneficiary  from  the 
daughter  to  the  step-mother,  Hamilton,  the 
father,  having  married  again  after  taking  out 
the  insurance  certificate.  The  son  of  the  de- 
ceased swore  the  signature  was  a  forgery. 

-How  are  the  fire  oftices  going  to  report  busi- 
ness written  in  October,  November  and  De- 
cember, to  take  effect  next  year?  Will  it  ap- 
pear as  '93  or  '96  business*  If,  being  written 
in  1895,  it  is  reported  to  the  insurance  depart- 
ment as  1895  business,  it  must  swell  the  liabil- 
ities without  any  corresponding  Coast  premium 
income  contribution  to  the  assets.  If  not  re- 
ported as  1895  business,  how  can  it  be  reported 
as  "business  written  in  1896,"  when  it  was 
actually  written  in  1895,  though  not  in  force 
until  the  following  year;  These  are  interro- 
gation nuts  for  the  "  dating  ahead  "  policy- 
writers  to  crack. 


— We  Are  Saints. — An  English  contemporary 
refers  to  this  city  as  Saint  Francisco. 

— Business  in  Spokane,  Wash.,  is  reported  in 
a  flourishing  C(mdition. 

— Wet  blankets  were  used  at  Greenville,  Cal. , 
last  month,  with  good  effect.  The  town 
narrowly  escaped  destruction. 

— Business  failures  in  the  United  States  were 
greater  in  the  third  quarter  than  for  the 
same  time  last  year.  But  fires  are  not  in- 
creasing. 

— There  were  three  incendiary  fires  in  Butte, 
Mon. ,  on  the  night  of  October  30.  Such  fires 
seem  to  be  again  on  the  increase  in  the  Pa- 
cific West. 

— We  think  of  offei-ing  a  prize  for  a  type- 
written letter  reasonably  correct  and  lucid  in 
the  use  of  "caps"  and  punctuation  marks, 
and  in  the  construction  of  sentences. 

— A  southern  California  paper  enters  a  solemn 
protest  against  the  payment  of  a  §1,000  total 
loss  under  a  §,3.500  policy,  without  a  refunding 
of  the  premiums  paid  on  the  $2,500  difference. 

— We  suggest  the  organization  of  an  "  insur- 
ance whist  club'.'  in  San  J"'raneisco.  Among 
the  underwriters  are  several  of  the  most  ex- 
pert whist-players  in  the  country.  So  they 
say. 

— Our  Engli.sh  cousins  sneer  at  American 
assessment  insurance  companies— and  invest 
in  South  African  mining  bubbles.  These 
Euglish-speaking  folk,  here  and  there,  are 
much  alike,  after  all  is  said. 

— The  chief  of  the  Des  Moines  fire  department 
says  he  has  saved  a  number  of  lives,  as  well 
as  much  property,  by  the  use  of  the  ball 
nozzle.  Firemen  advance  safely  into  flaming 
rooms,  behind  an  umbrella-like  spray  of  water. 
Before  it,  fire  and  smoke  and  gas  retreat. 

— The  New  York  supreme  court  upholds  the 
insurance  superintendent  in  his  refusal  to  pay 
over  to  a  receiver  the  securities  deposited 
with  the  department  for  the  protection  of  pol- 
ii'yholders.  The  superintendent  retains  the 
interest  as  well. 

— Achille  Fournier,  accused  of  burning  a  bus- 
iness block  in  Madera,  Cal.,  in  July,  was  re- 
leased upon  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  granted 
by  the  supreme  court,  and  was  immediately  re- 
arrested. He  writes  to  the  governor  that  he 
is  persecuted,  and  that  the  expense  of  the  de- 
fense has  ruined  him.  The  way  of  the  trans- 
gressor is  hard,  indeed. 
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—The  Atlas  has  been  admitted  to  New  York. 

— Pi-esideut  Ide  of  the  Home  Life  is  makiug  a 
Western  trip. 

— E.  W.  Carpenter,  now  visiting  his  old  home 
in  Massachusetts,  will  go  to  Eui'ope  soon. 

—A  New  York  savings  bank  refuses  to  accept 
non-resident  insurance  companies'  policies. 

— Changes  in  Ads.— Manager  Chas.  Christen- 
SBn's,  page  12.  Standard  Life  &  Accident, 
page  37. 

—The  Insurance  Herald  spells  Henry  Evans 
"  Sloaue  Wren,"  who  has  declared  waragainst 
Great  Britain. 

—The  giant  life  insurance  companies  will 
please  take  care  !  The  Little  Giant  Mutual 
Indemnity  Association  of  Salem,  Ore.,  has 
been  incorporated. 

— Ogden  is  all  right,  you  bet.  All  the  agents 
have  signed  "the  pledge,"  and  business  is 
again  conducted  in  the  good  old  sober  way. 
All  Utah  is  now  in  the  fold. 

— The  Louisville  gas  company  lost  in  the  suit 
in  the  equity  court  for  .$242,000  damages  caused 
by  an  explosion  and  subsequent  fire.  Thirty- 
seven  insurance  companies  joined  in  the  suit. 

—Special  Agent  Samuel  of  the  Equitable's 
Oregon  department  writes  us:  "I  have  been 
a  subscriber  to  a  number  of  insurance  journals 
for  several  years,  but  none  furnishes  me  the 
sinews  of  war  as  thoroughly  as  the  Coast  Re- 
view. The  October  number  contains  enough 
matter  for  a  number  of  leaflets." 

— C.  F.  Ellis  &  Co.  of  Helena,  Mon.,  have 
placed  the  Coast  Review  under  obligations 
for  a  I'op.y  of  the  decision  of  the  Montana 
supreme  court  in  the  case  of  The  State  ex  re. 
Aachen  &  Munich  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Louis  Rot- 
witt.  Sec.  of  State.  The  several  companies 
interested  won  a  signal  victoi'y.  The  particu- 
lars are  given  elsewhere. 

— The  Boston  Standard  prints  in  parallel  col- 
umns an  article  from  the  Spectator  of  Oct, 
24,  and  an  article  from  the  Lewiston  (Me.) 
Saturday  Journal  of  October  26.  The  Specta- 
tor praised  the  Maine  Mutual  Life  of  Bidde- 
ford.  Me.,  and  referring  to  the  material  gains 
it  would  show  at  the  end  of  the  j'ear.  The 
Maine  paper,  two  days  later,  announced  that 
the  insurance  commissioner  had  petitioned 
the  hat-passer  "into  insolvency."  a  step 
"contemplated  for  some  time."  The  assets 
of  the  society  are  onlj'  ^24,000  and  the  death 
claims  are  *43,ooo.     Next  I 


— New  Ads. — National  Life,  inside  back  cover. 
Prussian  National,  page  13.  Travelers,  page 
II.     Standard  Marine,  page  458. 

— Geo.  Goettinger,  assignee  of  various  claims 
against  the  late  State  Investment,  has 
brought  suit  against  the  stockholders  to  re- 
cover $67,000. 

—The  Farmers  Fire  Relief  Association,  re- 
ferred to  elsewhere,  was  organized  at  Btitte- 
ville,  Ore.,  October  26.  Henry  L.  Bents  is 
secretary.  Now  where  is  Bretz,  the  found- 
er of  Fire  Relief  Associations? 

— Since  January  i  of  this  year  the  Travelers 
has  gained  an  average  of  !Si,ooo  a  day  in  acci- 
dent premiums  alone  over  the  pi-evious  year. 
As  to  how  many  thousands  of  millions  it  has 
gained  in  "amount  insured"  under  accident 
policies,  we  do  not  know,  do  not  care,  and  have 
not  wasted  valuable  minutes  in  a.sking.  the 
actuary.  It  is  enough  that  in  the  receipts  for 
premiums,  the  outgoes  to  claimants,'  and  the 
resources  for  future  security,  which  are  the 
"three  dimensions"  of  its  solid  contents,  it 
continues  to  lead  the  world  as  it  has  for  thirty 
years  past.— Travelers  Record. 

—  "A  new  insurance  company,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  the  people  of  Oregon  [where  the 
insurance  companies  have  been  losing  money 
for  four  years]  cheap  and  effective  fire  insur- 
ance," has  been  organized  in  Portland.  Sev- 
eral building  and  loan  association  people,  of 
more  or  less  degrees  of  irresponsibility,  are 
the  promoters.  A.  M.  Hadley,  of  Newberg, 
who.  according  to  his  local  paper,  knows  the 
whole  alphabet  of  insurance,  will  be  manager. 
Moreover,  according  to  his  Yamhill  Independ- 
ent admirer,  "it  is  well  known  that  insur- 
ance rates  in  Oregon  are  entirely  too  high," 
and  Mr.  Hadley  will  therefore  "make  things 
hum." 

WANTED. 
A  firsL-class  Life  Insurance  So- 
licitor as  a  ''Special.''  To  the 
right  party  a  very  liberal  contract 
will  be  offered. 

Address,  with  reference  and  full 
particulars: 

T.  HOWARD  LEWIS, 

General  Agent 
The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 
of  New  York,   Albany,  N.  Y. 
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— The  Long  Creek  (Ore.)  Buildiug:  Ass'q  has 
sued  the  State  Ins.  Co.  of  Salem. 

—Chief  Inspector  Porter  of  the  Fire  Under- 
writers' Inspection  Bureau  reports,  November 
8.  the  placing  of  i68  additional  hydrants,  34 
of  which  are  '■twins." 

— There  is  a  prospect  of  a  plate-glass  agree- 
ment by  the  home  offices.  Even  the  Union 
Casualty  appears  to  have  discovered  that  its 
"nose"  has  been  cut  off. 

—The  supreme  lodge  of  the  A.  O.  U.  Work- 
men has  appointed  a  commission  to  investigate 
a  number  of  subjects  and  compile  statistics. 
California  is  included  in  the  territory  for  sta- 
tistics. "Every  lodge  in  San  Francisco  is  in- 
vited to  select  five  workers  to  consult  upon  a 
compaign  for  the.winter  season."  This  order 
is  in  trouble.  An  article  on  its  condition  will 
probably  appear  in  the  December  Coast  Re- 
view. 

—The  Colorado  Ins.  Rep.,  C.  C.  Parks,  audit- 
or-supt.,  dated  May  20,  has  just  been  re- 
ceived. The  public  printer,  happy  man,  free 
from  competition,  is  never  in  a  hurry.  Mr. 
Parks  reports  in  the  hands  of  receivers: 
American  Mutual  Fire  Ass"n,  Denver,  Colo., 
and  the  two  Great  Western  Mutual  hat- 
passers  of  Denver.  The  Coast  Review  drove 
the  latter  out  of  California  years  ago.  This 
report  gives  the  names  of  all  the  local  agents 
in  the  Silverspoon  State.  The  Grange  Mu- 
tual of  Denver  rejoices  in  three  agents  in  the 
whole  of  Colorado;  and  the  Western  Mutual 
of  Canada  has  two. 


— The  National  Fire  will  show  handsome  gains 
generally  in  this  field. 

— We  have  a  list  of  3SS  parties  Avho  have 
changed  their  names  in  a  single  court  in  ten 
years  and  a  half,  1885-95,  ^.nd  the  rapid  growth 
of  the  custom  is  startling.— The  Monitor. 

— Cyclists  may  seldom  be  on  the  sick-lists, 
but  the  accident  companies  report  a  good 
many  of  them  on  their  lists.  This  hazard  is 
about  over  for  this  season.  The  more  courag- 
eous of  the  "bikers"  will  now  ride  horse- 
back. 

— Fire  Marshal  Towe  will  issue  no  more  per- 
mits to  painters  to  use  gasoline  blow-pots  or 
lamps.  Two  fires  in  San  Francisco  were  re- 
cently caused  by  the  use  of  these  things  to 
burn  off  paint.  There  is  said  to  be  a  liquid  on 
the  market  which  removes  old  paint. 

— Hugh  Craig,  United  States  manager  for  the 
New  Zealand  Insurance  Company,  has  been 
appointed  by  the  San  Francisco  Chamber  of 
Commerce  a  delegate  to  the  National  Grange 
and  American  Ship-Owners'  convention  to  be 
held  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  on  the  14th  inst. 
Interests  of  great  importance  to  agriculture 
and  to  ship-owners  of  the  United  States  will 
be  there  discussed.  On  the  25th  inst..  on  his 
way  home,  Mr.  Craig  will  take  part  in  the 
Trans-raississippi  Congress  at  Omaha,  and 
deliver  an  address  upon  Hawaiian  annexation, 
and  in  this  I'epresent  also  the  sentiments  of 
our  San  Francisco  chamber.  Mr.  Craig  left 
by  the  "overland  flier''  on  the  evening  of  the 
8th. 


STANDARD 

MARINE     INSURANCE    COMPANY    (Limited) 


SUBSCRIBED     CAPITAL,  ______  $5,000,000   OO 

PAID-UP     CAPITAL,         ________  500,000   00 

TOTAL     CASH     ASSETS,  _______         1,457,272   OO 

SURPLUS     TO     POLICYHOLDERS,  _____  1,098,155   OO 


J.  D.  SPRECKELS  &  BROS.  CO.,  Gen'l  Agents. 


J.    B.    F.    DAVIS  &  SON,   Managers 

Offic3,  407  &  409  M3at^.:>ai3ry  street,  San  Francisco 


Telephone  Main  5H68 
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THE  TRAVELERS 


Of  Hartford,   Conn. 


—  / s   Tun 


Car<^est  J^eeidept  Qo(ripai7y  ir}  tf^e  U/orld, 


^»cZ   the   imhj   LARGE   OXE   in    America. 


Also,    BEST    OF    LIFE    COMPANIES. 


ASSETS, 
SURPLUS, 


$17,664,667  68 


2,472,534  99 


Jas.  G.  Batterson,  President  Rouxet  Dennis,  Secretary 

John  E.  Mokhis,  Ass't  Secretary 


W.   W.    HASKELL, 

Geixert!.!  .Argent   for   IPtioifio    Co£»st 

Rooms  21,  22.  23,  24,  8th  Floor,  Mills  Building:,  San  Francisco. 
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Oar  Legal  Digest. 

After  January  i  our  difrest  of  recent  insm-- 
ance  decisions  will  be  printed  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  book.  This  will  enable  us  to  print 
the  latest  decisions,  as  the  last  forms  go  to 
press  over  a  week  after  the  first  forms. 


Digest  of  Recent  Insurance  Decisions. 

FIRE. 

Burlingtun   Im.  Cn.  v.  Lnwery.  Ark.  S.  C,  32  S. 
W.  B.  3S3. 

LOSS — PROOFS. 

Notice  of  loss  under  a  policy,  sent  by  a  local 
agent  of  the  company  on  information  fur- 
nished by  the  insured,  is  suiBcient. 

Where  the  company,  after  the  30  days  with- 
in which  the  policy  required  proofs  of  loss  to 
be  made,  sent  the  insured  a  blank  form,  and 
received  the  proofs  made  thereon  without  ob- 
jection, proof  of  loss  within  30  days  is  waived. 

Proof  of  loss  under  a  policy  may  be  waived 
by  pai'ol,  though  the  policy  requires  a  waiver 
to  be  in  writing. 

ABSENCE   OF   TENANT. 

Temporary  absence  of  a  tenant  at  the  time 
of  the  fire  will  not  work  a  forfeiture  under  a 


clause  providing  for  forfeiture  if  the  premises 
became  unoc<"upied. 

LOSS  PAYABLE  TO  MORTGAGEE. 

Where  a  jjolicy  provides  that  the  loss  shall 
be  payable  to  a  mortgagee  unconditionally, 
and  it  appears  that  the  mortgage  is  for  only 
one-half  the  amount  of  the  policy,  the  mortg- 
agee is  the  proper  party  to  sue  on  the  policy, 
but  the  insured  should  be  joined,  to  protect 

his  interests. 

o      o 

o 

Hume  Ills.  Co.  v.  Smith.   Tex.  C.  C.  A..  32  S.  W. 

R.  240. 

BlILPINIi     ON     LEASED     LAND — PERSONAL     PROP- 

ERTT. 

A  policy  covering  a  house  and  personal  prop- 
erty, separately  valued,  is  not  avoided  as  to 
the  personal  property,  though  the  building  is 
on  leased  ground,  by  a  clause  that  the  "en- 
tire policy  shall  be  void  if  the  subject  of  in- 
surance be  a  building  on  ground  not  owned  by 
the  insured  in  fee  simple." 

MISREPRESENTATION. 

Such  policy  is,  however,  void  as  to  the  per- 
sonal property,  as  well  as  to  the  house,  for 
misrepresentation  as  to  the  title  of  the  land 
on   which   the   house   is   situated,   under   the 
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clause  stating  that  it  shall  be  void  if  insured 
has  misrepveseuted  any  material  fact  concern- 
ing "this  insurance." 


Mnncss  v.  Sun  Ins.  Co.,  Tex.  C.  C.  A..  32  S.  W. 
R.  326. 

VACANT    PKEMISES — EXPIRATION'    OF    PERMIT. 

In  an  actiou  on  a  policy  containing  a  clause 
that  it  should  be  void  if  the  house  became  va- 
cant without  a  permit  from  an  agent  indorsed 
on  the  policy,  it  appeared  that  a  vacancy  per- 
mit for  30  days  was  made  out  by  the  agent, 
but  not  delivered  to  the  insured,  and  there 
was  no  evidence  of  a  permit  that  the  house 
should  remain  vacant  longer  than  such  30 
days.  Held,  that  plaintiff  could  not  recover, 
where  it  was  shown  that  the  fire  occured 
after  such  30  days. 

o        o 
o 

Qerman   Tns.  To.  r.  Hunter,  Tex.  C.  C.  A.,  32   S. 
W.  R.  344. 

TITLE. 

Where  a  house  and  lot  were  purchased  in  a 
wife's  name,  partly  with  funds  belonging  to 
the  wife,  and  partly  with  a  note  which  was 
not  shown  to  be  other  than  community  prop- 
erty, the  wife  cannot  recover  on  a  fire  policy, 
under  an  allegation  that  the  house  was  her 
separate  property. 

o        o 
o 

Kase  r.  Hartfnril  Fin:  Ins.  Co..  ^^.  J.  S.  C...K  A. 

E.  n).-,:. 

A.'iSIOXMEN'T — POLICY  IS  A  PERSONAL  CONTRACT. 

A  policy  of  insurance  is  a  contract  of  indem- 
nity, personal  to  the  party  to  whom  it  is  is- 
sued, or  for  whose  interest  the  insurer  under- 
takes to  be  responsible  iu  case  of  loss,  and 
cannot  be  transferred  to  a  third  person,  so  as 
to  be  valid  in  his  hands  against  the  insurer, 
without  the  insurer's  consent. 


should  appear  should  have  an  insurable  inter- 
est in  the  property. 

A  clause  in  a  policy  providing  that  the  loss, 
if  any.  should  be  payable  to  a  thii-d  person  as 
his  interest  may  appear,  operates  as  an  as- 
signment of  the  policy  to  such  appointee. 

Where  a  policy  is  made  payable  to  a  third 
person  as  his  interest  may  appear,  and  it  is 
.shown  that  such  interest  is  equal  to  or  great- 
er than  the  sum  covered  by  the  policy,  the 
appointee  may  sue  on  the  policy  in  his  own 
name. 

o        o 

o 

Wallter  v.  Phccnix  Ins.  Co.,  If.  T.  S.  C,  33  N.  T. 
Supp.  374. 

FORFEITURE— WAIVER. 

Tlie  New  York  standard  policy  provides 
that  it  shall  be  void  if  the  subject  of  insurance 
shall  become  incumbered  by  a  chattel  mortg- 
age, without  the  written  consent  of  the  com- 
pany, and  that  the  company  shall  not  be  held 
to  have  waived  any  condition  of  the  policy, 
or  any  forfeiture  thereof  by  any  act  on  its 
part  relating  to  any  appraisal,  or  to  any  ex- 
amination of  the  property  insured.  Held, 
that  a  forfeiture  on  the  ground  that  the  prop- 
erty was  subject  to  a  mortgage  at  the  time 
the  [xjlicy  was  issued  was  not  waived  by  the 
company's  taking  part  in  an  appraisal  after 
loss. 

COUREC'TION    OF    POLICY    AFTER   LOSS. 

Where  the  broker  who  procured  a  policy 
took  it  to  the  insurance  company's  office, 
and  asked  the  application  clerk  to  correct 
a  clerical  error  in  the  name  of  the  in- 
sured, and  to  attach  to  the  policy  a  provision 
making  the  loss  pa.vable  to  the  mortgagee,  the 
act  of  the  clerk  in  correcting  the  name  is  not 
a  reissue  of  the  policy,  where  he  refused  to 
attach  a  provision  making  the  loss  payable  to 
the  mortgagee,  as  the  interview  between  the 
broker  and  the  clerk  must  be  considered  as 
an  entirety. 


Dunahliiin  v.  Sun   .Mnt.  Ins.  Co..  Tcnn.  S. 
S.  W.  R.  231. 


C. ,  32 


INSURABLE    INTEREST— ASSIGNMENT. 

A  clause  in  a  policy,  taken  out  by  a  corix)ra- 
tion,  providing  that  the  policy  should  be  pay- 
able to  a  third  person  "as  his  interest  may 
appear  at  the  time,"  does  not  refer  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  apixiintee  in  the  property  itself, 
but  to  his  interest  as  creditor,  or  otherwise, 
of  the  corporation. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  one  to  whom  an  in- 
surance policy  is  made  payable  as  his  interest 


Harnilen  v.  Milwaukee  Mechanics  Ins.  Co.,  Mass. 
S.  J.  C,  41  N.  E.  R.  ess. 

"FORTHWITH    RENDEREn"    PROOFS. 

Where  a  policy  provides  that  the  insured  iu 
case  of  loss  shall  "forthwith"  render  to  the 
company  a  statement  of  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty, the  question  whether  the  statement 
was  forthwith  rendered  is  one  of  fact  for  the 
jury. 

Where,  in  suit  on  a  policy,  I'equiring  a 
statement  of  the  value  of  the  property  in  case 
of  loss  to  be  "forthwith  rendered,"  it  appears 
that  such  statement  was  rendered  two  months 
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after  the  loss,  evidence  that  the  iire  was  so 
extensive  as  to  throw  the  affairs  of  the  plain- 
tiff into  entire  confusion ;  that  the  plaintiff 
was  sick  for  three  weeks  after  the  fire,  and 
was  delayed  in  getting  his  books,  and  had  to 
take  accounts  of  stock  for  three  years;  that  it 
was  customary  for  the  adjusters  to  finish  their 
work  before  the  statement  was  sent,  and  that 
the  statement,  after  being  prepared,  had  to 
be  printed, — is  sutHcient  to  justify  a  finding 
that  such  statement  was  "forthwith  ren- 
dered." 

In  an  action  on  a  jKilicy  requiring  proofs  of 
loss  to  be  "forthwith  rendered,"  certain  evi- 
dence of  plaintiff's  diligence  in  rendering  such 
proofs  was  admitted,  subject  to  the  defend- 
ant's exception.  Subsequently  the  defendant, 
without  reserving  his  rights  as  to  such  excep- 
tions, agi-eed  that  the  jury  might  find  for  the 
plaintiff  if  the  first  proof  of  loss  was  delivered 
to  their  agent  with  the  promise  on  his  part  to 
forward  it.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  for 
plaintiff.  Held,  that  the  agreement  and  find- 
ing waived  the  exceptions. 

LOC.iL  AGENTS   AND   PROOFS. 

The  fact  that  local  agents  of  a  company  are 

not  authorized  b.v  their  commission  to  receive 

proofs  of  loss  will   not  prevent  a  delivery  to 

them  of  proofs  of  loss  being  a  delivery  to  the 

compan.v,   where    the  policy  issued   does    not 

notify  the  policyholder  that   they  are  agents 

of  limited  powers,  and. it  appears  that   they 

had  apparent  authority  by  custom  to  receive 

proofs  of  loss. 

o      o 

o 

Carey   i\  AUvmnnia  F.  Ins.  To.,  Pa.  S.  C,  :i:i  A. 
R.   IS.i. 

I'KOUF — WAIVER. 

A  condition  in  a  policy  that  proof  of  loss  be 
furnished  the  insurer  within  a  certain  time 
is  waived  where,  within  that  time,  the  com- 
pany's agent  and  adjuster  requested  and  ob- 
tained from  insured  a  written  statement  un- 
der oath  in  relation  to  the  fire,  etc.,  and  a  list 
of  the  articles  destroyed,  with  an  estimate  of 
the  value  of  each,  and  then  said  there  was 
nothing  more  for  insured  to  do. 

OWNERSHIP. 

A  policy  providing  that  insured  shall  be  the 
sole  and  unconditional  owner  of  the  property 
is  not  void  though  insured  had  not  paid  all 
the  purchase  money,  and  had  bought  it  under 
a  contract  providing  that  failure  to  make  a 
payment  when  due  should  be  a  forfeiture  of 
the  contract. 


MAJl/yE. 

Hehncr   0.   Sun   Inn.  Co.,  TH.  S.    C.  4!   N.   E.   R. 

6".V. 

VESSEL   SUNK    TO    E.YTIXOVISn    FIUE. 

Where  a  policy  insuring  a  vessel  against 
fire  provides  that  if  fire  occurs  the  insured 
shall  protect  the  property  from  further  dam- 
age, and  shall  put  it  in  the  best  possible  order, 
and  the  vessel,  on  taking  fire,  is  sunk,  to  ex- 
tinguish the  flames,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  in- 
sured to  raise  the  vessel;  and  where  the 
vessel  is  raised  by  the  insurer,  at  the  request 
of  the  insured,  the  cost  of  raising  may  be  de- 
ducted from  the  amount  due  on  the  policy. 

*    JT    * 

LIFE. 
Rittcr  V.  Mutual  L.  Ins.  Co.,  U.  S.  C.  C,  6,9  F.  R. 

5(i.->. 

SUICIUE — IXSANITT. 

If  one  whose  life  is  insured  kills  himself 
when  his  reasoning  faculties  are  so  far  im- 
paired by  insanity  that  he  is  unable  to  under- 
stand the  moral  character  of  his  act,  even  if 
he  does  understand  its  physical  nature,  conse- 
quences, and  effect,  his  self-destructiou  will 
not,  of  itself,  prevent  a  recovery  on  the  policy. 
But  by  capacity  to  understand  the  "moral 
character  of  the  act"  is  to  be  understood 
a  capacity  to  understand  what  he  was  doing, 
and  the  consequences  thereof  to  himself,  his 
character,  his  family,  and  others,  and  to  com- 
prehend the  wrongfuluessof  the  act,  as  a  sane 
man  would. 

The  contract  of  insurance  contains  an  im- 
plied condition  that  the  insured  will  not  in- 
tentionally terminate  his  own  life. 

The  presumption  of  sanity  is  not  overthrown 
by  the  act  of  committing  suicide.  Suicide 
may  be  used  as  evidence  of  iusanity,  but,  of 
itself,  is  insufllcient  to  establish  it,  and.  the 
burden  of  proof  is  still  on  the  party  alleging 
it. 

LIABILITY. 

People  V.  America/n  Steam-Boller  Ins.  Co. ,  N.  y. 

S.-C;  35  N.  Y.  Supp.  322. 

LIMITATION.  • 

A  policy  insuring  against  liability  for  in- 
juries to  third  persons  provided  that,  in  case 
the  insured  should  be  sued  by  a  person  in- 
jured, an  action  by  the  insured  on  the  policy 
must  be  brought  within  six  months  from  the 
"termination"  of  the  action  by  the  injured 
IJerson.  Held,  that  the  "termination"  of 
such  action,  in  which  judgment  for  plaintiff 
therein  had  been  affirmed  on  appeal,  was  ou 
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the  filing  of    the   mandate  of   the  appellate 
court,  and  not  on   the  payment  of  the  judg- 


ACCIJJEyr. 

De  Loy  v.    Travclcn)  Ins.  Co.,  Pcnn.  S.  C,  32  A. 
R.  1108. 

VOLCNTAKY    EXPOSURE. 

Voluntary  exposure  to  unnecessary  danger, 
conditioned  by  an  accident  policy  to  relieve 
the  insurer  from  liability,  is  intentional  ex- 
posure to  the  danger,  as  where  one  acts  «o 
recklessly  and  carelesslj'  as  to  show  au  utter 
disregard  of  a  known  danger,  or  does  an  act 
in  the  face  of  a  risk  of  danger  so  obvious  that 
a  prudent  man,  exercising  reasonable  fore- 
sight, would  not  have  done  it. 

KOADBED    CLAUSE. 

A  clause  in  an  accident  policy,  providing 
that  it  should  not  cover  "walking  or  being  on 
a  railway  bridge  or  roadbed,"  does  not  pre- 
vent one  being  on  the  right  of  way  outside  of 
the  space  which  would  be  covered  by  cars 
running  on  the  track,  or  going  on  a  track  to 
get  on  a  train. 

o        o 
o 

standard  L.  *  Acei.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Strany.  Ind.  Ap. 
Ct.  41  N.  E.  R.  01)4. 

PERFOKMAXCE  OF   UOXDITIOXS. 

In  an  action  on  a  policy  issued  on  the  life 
of  S.,  the  jury  found  that  S.  was  injured,  and 
died  within  go  days  afterwards;  that  "plain- 
tiff procured  a  blank  form,  and  executed  proofs 
of  the  death  of  said  S.,  and  forwarded  the 
same  to  the  defendant,  and  that  said  proofs 
were  accepted  and  retained  by  said  de- 
fendant"; and,  also,  "that  immediate  writ- 
ten notice  of  the  death  of  said  S.  was  given 
by  plaintiff,  or  by  some  one  in  her  behalf,  to 
the  defendant."  Held,  that  the  findings 
failed  to  show  compliance  with  a  condition  in 
the  policy  that  written  notice  should  be  giv- 
en the  company  "of  any  accident  or  injury  for 
which  a  claim  is  to  be  made,  with  full  particu- 
lars thereof,  and  the  full  name  and  address 
of  the  insui-ed." 


Legal  Briefs. 

Where  the  owner  of  a  half  interest  obtains 
insurance  in  his  own  name,  the  insurer  sup- 
posing him  the  sole  owner,  the  interest  of  his 
co-owner  is  not  covered. — Hebner  v.  Sun  Ins. 
Co.  (111.)  627. 

Payment  of  assessments  on  a  benefit  certifi- 
cate by  a  creditor  of  the  insured  will  not  en- 


title him  to  recover  on  the  certificate.— Clarke 
V.  Schvvarzenberg  (Mass.)  655. 

Permission  that  a  building  may  remain  va- 
cant does  not  include  a  permit  for  repair. — 
Hill  V.  Commercial  Union  lus.  Co.  (Mass. )  657. 

A  statement  in  proofs  of  death  that  the  in- 
sured had  had  "  kidney  trouble  "  is  not  incon- 
sistent with  one  in  the  application  that  he 
never  had  "disease  of  the  kidneys." — Hogan 
V.  Metropolitan  Ins.  Co.  (Mass.)  663. 

Where  defendant  claims  that  the  fire  was 
set  by  plaintiff,  he  cannot  show  other  fires  on 
plaintiff's  property  without  connecting  plain- 
tiff with  them.  —  McDowell  v.  Connecticut 
Fire  Ins.  Co.  ( Mass. )  669. 

Proofs  of  loss,  not  made  in  accordance  with 
the  conditions  of  the  policy,  are  inadmissible 
in  evidence. — Brock  v.  Des  Moines  Ins.  Co. 
(Iowa)  685. 

Since  the  provision  in  a  policy  requiring  the 
insured  building  to  be  occupied  is  for  the 
safety  of  the  building,  occupancy  by  au  in- 
surer who  has  conspired  to  burn  the  building 
to  procure  insurance  on  personal  property 
therein  cannot  be  occupancy  within  such  a 
provision  in  a  policy.  —  Names  v.  Dw.elling- 
House  (Iowa)  628. 

Where  a  contract  with  a  mutual  benefit  as- 
sociation requires  the  member  to  designate 
the  beneficiary  in  writing,  and  he  has  done 
so,  he  cannot  substitute  another  beneficiai'y 
by  will.— Silva  v.  Supreme  Council  of  Portu- 
gese Union  of  State  of  California  (Cal. )  32. 

Bills  by  carpenters  as  to  the  cost  of  rebuild- 
ing are  not  proofs  of  loss.— Heusinkveld  v.  St. 
Paul  Fire  &  Marine  Ins.  Co.  (Iowa)  769. 

Where  a  policy  on  a  stock  of  goods  requires 
insured  to  keep  his  last  inventory  in  a  safe 
"at  night  and  at  all  times  when  the  store  is 
not  actually  open  for  business,"  to  defeat  the 
insurance  it  must  be  shown  that  the  fire  oc- 
curred at  a  time  mentioned  in  such  condition. 
— Allemania  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Fred  (Tex.  Civ. 
App. )  243. 

In  au  action  for  insurance  on  a  stock  of  goods, 
evidence  that  insured  set  fire  to  the  building, 
and  that  the  inventories  were  not  kept  in  a 
fii-e-proof  safe,  is  admissible  under  the  gen- 
eral issue. — Knoxville  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Avery 
(Tenn.)  256. 

Where  a  policy  is  issued  by  one  company,  and 
payment  is  guaranteed  by  another,  action  may 
be  brought  against  both  companies  without 
setting  out  the  contract  of  guaranty. — Same. 


Here  is  a  new  book  on  the  "Handling  of 
Dangerous  Goods,"  and  not  a  word  about  fire 
Lloyds — "green  goods." 
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Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 

Kapidi.y  Decreasing  Gains  in  Membership— 
The  Order  is  About  at  a  Stand-Still— Many 
State  LoDiiEs,  Heavily  Handicapped  by 
A  High  Death  Rate,  are  Running  a  Losing 
Race. 

In  our  August  number  last  year  we  referred 
to  the  new  rule  of  the  Workmen  which  pro- 
hibits the  reinstatement  of  a  member  over  45, 
and  we  accepted  the  adoptiou  of  this  unjust 
rule  as  evidence  of  a  desire  and  resolution  to 
freeze  out  the  old  men.  We  said,  The  order 
is  weakening.  Now  the  figures  corroborate 
this  declaration. 

The  Coast  Review  has  no  prejudice  against 
this  relief  society.  The  .so-called  Ancient 
Order  has  doubtless  done  a  great  deal  of  good 
by  distributing  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  among  the  families  of  deceased  mem- 
bers ;  but  we  believe  it  has  done  a  great  deal 
of  harm  by  persuading  a  large  number  of  men 
to  rely  on  its  pretensions  as  an  insurance 
society. 

SIGNS  OF   weakness. 

The  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  will 
t  fail  some  day,  and  there  are  now  unerring 
signs  of  weakness  which  will  end  in  dissolu- 
tion. The  order  will  leave  unpaid  claims. 
That  will  be  bad,  indeed,  but  not  nearly  so 
bad  as  the  irremediable  loss  of  protection  by 
a  small  army  of  men  who,  while  contribu- 
ting to  the  relief  of  others'  families  for  a 
nuiuber  of  years,  will  find  themselves  unin- 
surable and  their  own  families  deprived  of 
any  benefits  from  those  years  of  assessment- 
paying. 

Taking  this  view  of  the  matter,  the  speedy 
downfall  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen  would  be  a  blessing  in  disguise. 
The  failure  is  inevitable,  and  the  sooner  it 
occurs  the  fewer  the  number  of  members  left 
uninsurable  and  the  smaller  the  amount  of 
unpayable  death  claims. 

IT  is  not  a  fuateknal  society. 

The  courts  have  repeatedly  declared  that 
this  order  is  an  insurance  association  and  not 
a  fraternal  society.  The  members  themselves 
are  not  deceived  by  the  "fraternal"  preten- 
sions of  the  officers  in  charge  of  its  literature, 
for  they  know  that  the  letter  of  the  contract 
of  "insurance"  is  strictly  adhered  to,  and 
that  the  order  has  no  money  for  the  relief  of 
the  families'  "brothers"  who  have  not  re- 
sponded to  assessments  within  the  exact 
limit  of  time.  There  are  many  court  decis- 
ions which  prove   that  the  order  is  illiberal, 


coUi-lilooded  and  unfraternal  in  the  settle- 
ment of  claims.  But,  unfortunately,  the  out- 
siders do  not  know  the  real  character  and 
record  of  the  order;  and  they  are  misled  by 
the  pretence  of  "fraternity"  and  the  false- 
hood of  "cheap  insurance."  The  order  con- 
tinues to  exist  because  of  this  ignorance.  It 
is  a  great  leech  fattening  on  "new  blood" 
drawn  into  membership  by  concealment  of 
facts  and  by  allowing  promises  which  can 
never  be  fulfilled. 

thrives  on  failires. 
Here  is  a  paradox.  The  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen  thrives  on  the  decline  and 
failure  of  similar  schemes,  patterned  after  it- 
self, but  sooner  meeting  unavoidable  failure. 
The  insurable  members  of  the  dead  or  totter- 
ing societies  select  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  as  a  sub- 
stitute, seemingly  in  the  erroneous  belief 
that  it  is  the  strongest  because  the  largest 
of  its  kind.  Other  orders  do  soliciting,  and 
persuade  men  of  the  need  of  insurance;  and 
the  Workmen  order  reaps  a  liberal  share  of 
the  harvest;  but  this  class  of  members,  re- 
cruited from  wrecks,  will  be  the  quickest  to 
retire  from  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  on  the  first  sus- 
picion of  its  insolvency  and  approaching  disso- 
lution. At  present  these  recruits  are  an  ele- 
ment of  strength,  furnishing  the  indispens- 
able "new  blood"  whii'h  keeps  the  death  rate 
down ;  at  some  future  time  they  will  be  an 
element  of  quick  disintregation  and  promote 
a  panic  by  sudden  retirement  in  astounding 
numbers. 

active  canvassing  is  done. 

The  A.  O.  U.  W.  has  its  solicitors,  too,  and 
its  newspaper  organs  which  appeal  to  old 
members  to  bring  in  new  members.  New 
"lodges"  are  formed  wherever  there  is  a 
promise  of  support.  The  order  has  planted 
branches  in  British  America,  and  there  is 
talk  of  a  branch  in  England.  The  managers 
see  the  hand-writing  on  the  wall.  The  order 
has  been  weighed  in  the  balance  of  mortality 
and  found  wanting.  The  death  rate  increases 
steadily  and  alarmingly  in  the  older  jurLsdic- 
tions,  and  the  central  organization  has  been 
forced  to  assume  a  proportion   of  their  losses. 

Very  warm  appeals  for  help  were  made 
some  years  ago  in  California  when  it  was 
found  that  the  membership  in  the  state  was 
growing  less.  The  decline  meant  an  increase 
in  the  death  rate  and  the  cost,  and  this  in- 
crease implied  a  still  further  decrease  in 
membership  and  a  still  further  increase  in 
cost.  The  managers,  the  peripatetic  lodge 
organizers,  and    the   salary -drawing  officers, 
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were  desperate.  They  adopted  Salvation 
Army  tactics.  They  beat  big  drums  and  held 
meetings.  The  obscure  founder  of  the  make- 
believe  insui-ance  order  was  imprti-ted  and 
paraded  and  toasted,  and  the  pitiful  result  of 
all  this  hard  work  and  these  showman's 
methods  was  a  mere  maintenance  of  the 
membership,  soon  followed  by  a  steady  de- 
cline which  has  never  since  been  arrested. 

DEPENDENT   (IN    THE   STPHEME   LODGE. 

The  California  grand  lodge,  like  so  many 
other  states'  lodges,  is  dependent  on  the 
supreme  lodge.  This  is  the  fate  of  the  old 
lodges ;  and  whenever  a  majority  of  the  state 
lodges  become  equally  decrepit,  as  they  must 
in  time,  the  supreme  lodge  will  be  unable  to 
divide  the  burden.  Then  the  crash  will 
come. 

Basing  an  opinion  on  the  amount  of  money 
distributed  among  the  families  of  deceased 
members,  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men is  doing  a  good  work.  In  1894,  §7,678,400 
was  paid  to  beneficiaries.  We  wish  that  such 
a  beneficent  agency  could  last.  But  it  can- 
not. If  the  salaried  and  percentage-making 
managers  are  honest  it  is  a  case  of  the  blind 
leading  the  blind,  destined  to  stumble  into 
the  pit  together  at  last. 

DECREASING   GAINS   ARE   SIGNS  OF    DECAY. 

The  supreme  lodge,  with  headquarters  in 
Meadville,  Pa.,  reports  341,371  certificates  or 
members,  with  $682,742,000  insurance  in  force. 
The  yearly  returns  show  gains  in  member- 
ship, but  these  gains  are  sometimes  mislead- 
ing. They  are  gains  which  present  signs  of 
decay.  The  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men depends,  for  continued  existence,  not 
only  on  substantial  growth  but  on  the  main- 
tenance of  a  percentage  of  gi'owth.  The  gains 
in  membership  and  the  percentages  of  in- 
crease in  recent  years  have  been  as  follows : 
Year  Memhcmlii)!  Gain     PcrCt.Qain 

1890  ....  251.538  ....  19,485  ....  8.5 
i8gi  .  .  .  276,152  ....  24,614  ....  9.8 
1892  ....  308,575  .  .  .  32,423  .  .  .  12.0 
189.3.  •  ■  -328,775  .  .  .20,2on.  ...  6.5 
1894  ....  341, ,371  ....  12,596  ....    3.8 

BE    WAKNED    IN    TIME. 

Do  not  these  figures  proclaim  the  nearness 
of  a  decline!  Is  not  the  order  on  the  point 
of  ceasing  to  grow;  Will  not  the  members 
abandon  the  order  at  a  rapid  and  increasing 
ratio  after  it  ceases  to  grow  *  The  average 
age  will  increase,  the  death  rate  will  in- 
crease, the  cost  will  inci-ease,  the  alarm  will 
Increase,  panic  will  follow  and  the  order  will 
go  to  pieces.    It  is  inevitable  ! 


The  Coast  Review  warns  the  public.  It 
warns  the  young  men  to  look  before  they  leap 
into  the  membership  of  this  order.  It  warns 
the  young  and  old  members  of  the  oi-der  not 
to  wholly  rely  on  their  benefit  insurance  for 
protection  to  their  dependents.  The  Coast 
Review  warns  them  to  fortify  themselves 
with  other  insurance  lest  they  be  uninsurable 
when  the  downfall  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  comes, 
and  lest  they  leave  their  families  worthless 
claims  against  nan  insolvent  "fraternal  so- 
ciety."' 

THE    EXI'EKIMENT   OF    GRADED    ASSESSMENTS. 

The  failure  of  the  order  may  be  postponed 
by  grading  the  assessments.  This  experi- 
ment is  being  made  by  the  Illinois  and  On- 
tario grand  lodges,  with  the  consent  of  the 
supreme  lodge.  The  experimenters  have  been 
losing  membei's,  the  younger  men  declining 
to  come  in  and  pay  far  more  than  their  share 
of  the  death  assessments.  The  older  mem- 
bers, under  the  new  plan,  will  pay  $1.25  in- 
stead of  $1.00,  per  asses.smeut.  Naturally 
they  object  to  the  advance,  but  they  have 
been  fooled  by  the  promise  of  a  reduced  num- 
ber of  assessments,  which  will  make  "the 
cost  practically  the  same  or  less  than  be- 
fore. ' ' 

PLAYING    ON    THE    ORGAN. 

The  Workman,  an  Indiana  organ  of  the 
order,  says: 

"Illinois  fully  realizes  that  under  the  old 
system  the  cost  would  naturally  inci'ease, 
hence  the  new  plan.  Under  the  new  plan  she 
can  offer  protection  to  the  young  men  between 
the  ages  of  21  and  30  at  the  extreme  modest 
sum  of  S6  75  per  $1,000.  If  they  are  able  to 
bring  three  or  four  thousand  men  of  these 
ages  into  the  order  the  reduction  in  the  cost 
to  all  the  classes  will  be  so  astounding  that 
it  will  convert  two-thirds  of  the  membership 
into  believers  of  the  graded  assessment 
plan." 

CAN    ONLY    POSTPONE   FAILURE. 

Poor  fools  or  knaves !  They  are  playing 
with  sharp-edged  tools.  Graded  assessments 
will  doubtless  postpone  failure,  especially  if 
the  advance  in  assessments  will  force  out 
the  older  members.  If  the  assessments  are 
graded  according  to  the  mortality  tables  the 
older  members  will  be  compelled  to  withdraw. 
The  mortality  rate  from  age  60  to  age  69  in- 
clusive averages  $39.79  annually  per  $1,000. 
From  age  60  to  age  79  inclusive  the  mortality 
rate  averages  $93.09  per  $1,000.  Graded  an- 
nually and  not  averaged  for  a  decade,  the 
death  cost  per  $:,ooo  would  be  at  age  60  $26.69, 
at  age  65  $40.13,  at  age  70  $61. 98,  at  age  80 
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$144.46.     The  lotig-e  dues  are  from  *3  to  5=4  per 
$1,000. 

TOO   COSTLY    .4NI)    TOD   I,.\TE. 

Double  these  rates  and  add  lodfre  dues  and 
you  have  the  cost  of  a  S2.000  certiflcate  in  the 
Aucient  Order  of  United  Worlmieii  for  the 
ages  given,  under  a  plan  grading  the  assess- 
ments according  to  the  mortality  tables. 
This  is  the  only  feasible  plan,  and  it  is  one 
which  must  deal  harshly  and  unjustly  with 
the  older  members  who  while  young  men 
paid  far  more  than  the  death  cost  of  their 
own  class.  Any  plan  of  graded  assessments 
which  does  not  recognize  the  equity  and 
absolute  necessity  of  grading  strictly  accord- 
ing to  the  mortality  experience  as  to  age  is  a 
miserable  make-shift  plan,  which  may  delay 
the  failure  of  the  order  a  brief  time,  but  will 
increase  the  extent  of  the  disaster  by  increas- 
ing the  liabilities. 

LE.SS  TH.iN   THE  .MOHT.ILITV    R.ITE. 

The  Illinois  grand  lodge,  according  to  the 
quotation  given  above,  is  offering  "protec- 
tion" to  young  men  between  21  and  30  at  the 
extremely  "modest  sum"  of  ?6,75  per  Si,ooo. 
We  are  left  in  ignorance  whether  this  modest 
sum  includes  lodge  dues  or  not.  Probably 
not.  The  tooters  for  the  order  do  not  treat 
lodge  dues  as  a  part  of  the  cost  of  the  alleged 
insurance,  though,  as  the  insurance  commis- 
sioner of  New  York  once  said,  such  dues  are 
manifestly  a  part  of  the  cost. 

But  *6  75  per  *i,ooo,  exclusive  of  lodge  dues, 
isnot  enough  to  cover  the  mortality  cost  at 
the  ages  given.  According  to  the  American 
experience  table  the  average  mortality  cost 
for  ages  20  and  2g  inclusive  is  ?8  05  per  Si, 000 
annually.  At  age  21  it  is  S7.86,  so  the  order 
can  not  hope  to  make  anything  by  forfeitures. 
It  can  only  fool  people  by  temporary  gains  in 
membership. 

GIIAXD  LODliES  WITH    K.^I.I.IXG    MEMBEKSHIP. 

Loss  of  membership  is  reported  in  the 
following  named  grand  lodges: 

British  Oilumhia  Cnlifdniia 

Georiiia  (three  states)       lUinuis 
Kent  lick ij  Manthiiul 

Missiiuri  yevada 

iVcic  York  Ontario 

PeniiKiih'ania  Tennessee 

Ttwiis  Wisconsin 

lu  nine  of  the  foregoing  fourteen  lodges 
there  had  been  a  falling-off  in  the  preceding 
year.  There  are  thirty-two  grand  lodges  alto- 
gether, nearly  half  of  which  are  on  the  down 
grade. 


WEAK    AT    HOME. 

It  seems  strange  that  the  grand  lodge  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  the  order  originated, 
has  only  eighty-three  more  members  than  the 
California  grand  lodge.  Pennsylvania  has  a 
voting  population  of  a  million  and  a  half,  but 
only  16,697  Pcnnsylvanians  are  Workmen. 
The  largest  grand  lodge,  that  of  Massachu- 
setts, has  only  41,005  members,  and  though 
its  membership  is  increasing,  the  death  rate 
is  also  increasing.  The  small  increase  of  the 
membership  of  the  order  as  a  whole  last  year 
was  made  almost  entirely  by  nine  grand 
lodges.  They  saved  the  order  from  a  demor- 
alizing revelation  of  its  own  weakness. 

CALIFORNIA    (iUANI)    LdllGE. 

The  California  grand  lodge,  as  predicted  by 

the  Coast  Review,  has  been  sliding  down  hill 

for  a  number  of  years,   as  is   shown   by  the 

following  compilation : 

Mortality 
Certifleates  per  $1,00(1 

Jan.  I,  i8go 18,769 *  10.73 

1S91  ...  1S.544 12.34 

1*92 18,135 13-95 

1893  ....  17,499  ......   14.45 

1894  17,316 16.02 

1^95 16,614  ■    •  15- 14 

To  the  foregoing  add  -S3  per  Si, 000  for  lodge 
dues. 

OTHER  WESTERN    GKAXD   LODGES. 

The  Colorado,  New  Mexico  and  Arizona 
grand  lodge  reports  7,309  members,  which  is  a 
large  gain,  but  there  was  also  a  large  gain  in 
the  death  rate.  It  does  not  always  follow 
that  a  gain  in  members  will  be  immediately 
followed  bj'  a  reduction  of  the  death  rate. 

British  Columbia  grand  lodge,  organized  in 
1892  with  676  members,  had  6S7  next  year, 
and  645  on  Januarj'  ist,  1895.  The  death  rate 
the  first  year  was  1.48,  next  year  10.32  and 
last  year  10.55. 

The  Manitoba  grand  lodge,  likewise  started 
to  help  the  American  Workmen  out  of  a  pit, 
has  a  rapidly  increasing  death  rate  in  spite  of 
its  increasing  membership. 

The  Montana  grand  lodge  was  organized  in 
1891,  but  an  increasing  mortality  accompanied 
the  gains  in  certificates  of  membership. 

Nevada  grand  lodge  had  4,178  members  five 
years  ago.  Now  it  has  only  1,103.  The  mor- 
tality per  each  .*i,ooo  insurance  last  year  was 
21.77. 

Oregon  grand  lodge  is  increasing  its  mem- 
bership, but  the  death  rate  is  increasing,  too. 
The  6,440  certificates  on   January  ist,  how- 
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ever,  were  three  fewer  than   three  years  be- 
fore. 

California  membei-s  complain  of  a  mortality 
of  15  per  Si, 000.  Let  them  console  them- 
selves by  referring  to  other  grand  lodges' 
mortality  figures  per  Si, 000,  as:  Kentucky, 
24 :  Nevada,  22 :  Ohio,  20. 

WORKING    DESPEKATELY. 

We  know  nothing  of  the  present  condition 
of  the  order,  but  there  is  abundant  reason  for 
believing  that  it  is  worse  than  a  year  ago. 
The  hard  times  of  the  past  year  have  not 
helped  the  order.  It  was  hard  work  to  in- 
crease the  membership  12,596  last  year.  It 
will  be  harder  work  this  year  to  prevent  an 
actual  loss  of  membership. 

The  managers  recognize  the  situation  as 
critical.  They  were  getting  ready  last  month 
tobeat  the  drums  and  blow  the  horns  this 
month.  The  Pacific  States  Watchman,  the 
official  organ  for  the  Coast,  in  its  November 
number  contained  a  displayed  appeal  to  mem- 
bers, as  follows : 

.<.4MPhE    .\PPE.ll,    roK    HELP. 

"Every  lodge  in  San  Francisco  is  invited  to 
select  five  delegates  to  meet  in  the  hall  of 
Valley,  No.  30,  at  32  O'FarrcU  St.,  on  Wednes- 
day evening,  Nov.  30,  to  consult  upon  a  cam- 
paign for  the  winter  season.  Pick  out  five 
workers ! ' ' 

Probably  this  announcement  is  in  accord- 
ance with  a  plan  for  general  adoption,  devised 
for  the  purpose  of  rolling  in  enough  new  mem- 
bers in  December  to  keep  up  and  if  possible 
slightly  increase  the  membership  of  the  order 
as  a  whole.  But  these  factitious  efforts  will 
afford  only  temporary  relief,  just  as  they  did 
when  Mr.  Upchurch,  the  founder,  was  brought 
to  California  and  put  on  exhibition  some  yeai's 
ago.  The  California  grand  lodge  soon  resumed 
its  downward  progress;  and  the  order  as  a 
whole,  we  are  sorry  to  believe,  will  soon  begin 
to  slide  downward  into  the  pit  of  failure. 

The  Coast  Review's  advice  to  the  old  men 
is  to  remain  in  the  order;  and  to  the  young 
men  it  is  to  keep  out  of  the  order,  unless  will- 
ing to  pay  the  assessments  as  charity,  and  re- 
solved to  never  depend  solely  on  their  certifi- 
cates .for  the  protection  of  life  insurance.  Nti 
man  under  40  yearn  aid  should  join  the  A.  O.  U. 
W.    The  cost  is  less  in  any  old  line  company. 


spirit  drinkers  a  large  part  of  the  extra  loss 
is  upon  actual  drunkards,  while  the  remainder 
must  be  ascribed  to  the  injurious  effects  up- 
on the  constitution  of  supposedly  moder- 
ate, though  really  immoderate,  indulgence. 
Among  beer  drinkers  pretty  much  the  whole 
of  the  extra  loss,  it  would  seem,  must  be  at- 
tributed to  constitutional  effects.  It  is  wide- 
ly believed  that  the  drinking  of  spirits  short 
of  intoxication  is  less  injurious  than  the  drink- 
ing of  beer,  and  there  is  nothing  in  these  re- 
sults to  the  contrary.  It  is  the  danger  of  fall- 
ing into  a  habit  of  intoxication  that  makes 
spirit  drinking  the  more  formidable  of  the 
two;  while  undoubtedly  the  habit  of  drink- 
ing either  beer,  wine  or  spirits,  bej'ond  a  cei'- 
taiu  medical  limit,  not  well  defined,  because 
it  cannot  be  the  same  for  all  constitutions, 
and  usually  exceeded  by  those  who  drink  at 
all,  tends  in  many  cases  towards  disease. 
Finally,  it  may  be  questioned  veryr  seriously 
whether  the  physicians  should  not  fix  their 
limit  of  safety  for  any  individual  at  a  lower 
point  for  beer,  measuring  by  alcoholic  con- 
tents, than  for  spirits ;  that  is  to  say,  whether 
there  is  not  an  injurious  element  in  beer  apart 
from  the  alcohol  which  it  contains. — McClin- 
tock. 

Solicit  Everybody. 

The  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  will 
soon  be  in  the  deplorable  condition  of  the 
Knights  of  Honor,  which  has  been  losing  in 
membership  for  a  number  of  years.  The 
Knights  of  Honor  reporter  wants  every  mem- 
ber to  "solicit"  everybody  he  meets.  It 
seems  that  when  a  man  takes  out  a  certificate 
in  this  and  similar  insurance  schemes  he  is 
expected  to  ever  after  serve  the  society  as  a 
solicitor  without  pay.  The  Reporter  is  very 
much  in  earnest.     It  sas's : 

"Solicit  the  first  man  you  meet  after  read- 
ing this  ....  Don't  sit  with  your  back  to  the 
driver  dragging  your  feet  in  the  ashes  of  the 
past.  Get  up  and  shake  the  dust  from  oft'  your 
coat-tails  and  face  about  ....  This  is  the 
only  way  to  win." 

Some  of  this  advice  seems  worth  consider- 
ing by  others  besides  the  poor  unfortunates 
who  are  thus  whipped  into  working  for  noth- 
ing for  the  failing  Knights  of  Honor. 


Beek  DiiiNKiNd.— The  difference  between 
those  who  drink  beer  and  those  who  drink 
water  is  unmistakable,  while  the  loss  on  beer 
drinkers  has  been  almost  the  same  as  upon 
wine  and  spirit  drinkers.     Among  wine  and 


VVe  SUC.GE.ST  TO  LIFE  MEN  generally,  and  to 
managers  particularly,  that  it  might  not  be  a 
bad  idea  to  employ  "clipping  bureaus"  to  cut 
out  of  newspapers  notices  of  marriages. 
Then  let  the  solicitors  interview  the  happy 
bridegrooms. 
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The  First  Fire  Engine. 

Almost  every  country  flaiius  the  invention 
of  the  first  fire  engine.  The  following  is 
translated  from  aGerraan  insurance  exchange : 

"  The  first  fire  engine  was  invented  in 
1658.  by  Hans  Nautch,  a  mechanic  and  citizen 
of  Nurnberg,  Germany.  The  description  is  as 
follows:  The  engine  was  constructed  of 
copper,  brass  and  iron.  It  was  set  on  a  sledge, 
so  that  it  could  be  drawn  in  front  of  the  burn- 
ing building.  The  engine  consisted  of  two 
boxes,  with  a  capacity  of  about  thirty-five 
buckets  of  water  each.  On  each  side  was  a 
long  ro:l.  which  twenty  to  twenty-four  men 
could  grasp  and  pull  up  and  down.  The  faster 
they  pumped,  the  higher  the  stream  of  water. 
Water  was  thrown  to  a  height  of  80  to  100 
feet.  On  the  top  of  the  box  stood  a  man  who 
directed  the  nozzle.  There  were  also  small 
engines,  similar!}"  made,  which  could  be 
worked  bv  one  man. 


Fires  In  American  Cities. 

From  a  P.iper  by  Herbert  Fou:er.  Re.id  be- 
fore THE  Fire  UNDEHWRrrERs'  Assoiiation 
OF  THE  Pacific. 

It  is  believed  that  nothing  can  be  elicited 
of  more  interest  or  importance  than  the  infer- 
ence that  the  chief  cause  of  the  enormous  fire 
waste  in  the  United  States  is  the  defective 
construction  of  mercantile  brick  buildings. 
In  the  first  place,  of  the  1,578  fires  tabulated 
o\'er  go  per  cent,  of  the  whole  stai'ted  in  or 
mainly  affected  brick  or  stone  buildings. 

The  size  of  brick  mercantile  buildings  varies 
with  the  size  of  cities,  but.  as  might  be  ex- 
pected, large  losses  are  apt  to  occur  in  build- 
ings having  more  than  the  average  height  or 
area.  Yet  only  two  fires  have  been  noticed 
in  the  i-eports  collected  which  started  in  build- 
ings as  high  as  ten  and  twelve  stories. 

The  question  naturally  arises  whether  the 
rapid  increase  in  fire  losses  per  annum  is  due 
to  a  greater  number  of  fires  in  proportion  to 
the  population  or  to  an  increase  in  the  value 
of  property  affected  and  desti'oyed.  Answer- 
ing this  thought,  the  chairman  of  the  fire 
patrol  committee  of  New  York  said : 

"An  erroneous  idea  prevails  in  regard  to 
increased  value  of  individual  property  as  com- 
pared with  values  prevailing  some  sixteen 
years  ago.  The  great  increase  in  the  number 
of  buildings,  manufacturing  plants,  stock  of 
merchandise  and  dwellings,  show  an  accumu- 
lation of  value  in  mass,  but  not  in  individual 
cases.     Referring  to  our  records  for  the  period 


named,  we  find  that  the  average  amount  of 
insurance  involved  where  fires  have  occurred 
is  less  to-day  than  it  was  in  1872,  while  the 
number  where  loss  has  been  sustained  has 
increased  i.'i2  per  cent,  and  the  insurance  in- 
volved 121  percent." 

At  the  first  glance,  the  writer  seems  to 
have  made  out  a  case :  but  general  statistics 
are  always  misleading,  and,  if  the  insurance 
were  segregated  as  the  losses  have  been  in 
the  tables  depended  upon  for  this  argument, 
it  would  probably  be  found  that  the  average 
insurance  per  fire  in  the  group  of  losses  over 
S^io.ooo  has  largely  increased  in  twenty  years. 

Wider  circulation  should  have  been  given 
to  the  admirable  letter  from  Mr.  E.  G.  Rich- 
ards of  the  National  of  Hartford,  upon  the 
'■conflagration  hazard  of  large  cities."  It  is 
based  upon  the  sworn  reports  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts insurance  commissioner,  showing  that 
in  the  congested  district  or  business  center  of 
Boston  the  ratio  of  loss  to  premiums  iu  ten 
years  had  been,  say  91  per  cent.,  and  of  loss  to 
amount  at  risk  o  54  per  cent.  In  other  words, 
it  would  have  required  an  average  rate  of  at 
least  I  per  cent,  per  annum  in  the  district  to 
be  remunerative,  while  the  average  rate  act- 
ually obtained  was  60  cents  per  annum.  Mr. 
Richai-ds  remarked  that  "nothing  will  check 
and  keep  within  safe  limits  the  hazards  which 
have  produced  these  unfavorable  results  but 
the  strong  arm  of  a  well  enforced  and  effective 
building  law,  re-enforced  by  an  equally  good 
system  of  schedule  rating." 

Experienced  underwriters  know  that  mer- 
cantile rates  upon  the  bases  at  present  in  use 
are  inadequate,  and  leave  heavier  loss  in  most 
cities  than  the  ^^s  per  Ai.ooo  at  risk  prescribed 
by  the  Univei\sal  Mercantile  Schedule.  But 
there  are  exceptions,  dear  to  the  heart  of 
every  troubled  manager,  and  he  knows  that 
he  must  either  provide  low  rates  or  expend 
more  to  secure  business  in  the  excepted  cities. 
So  the  schedule  fixes  the  standard  for  the 
good  city  and  adds  for  the  record  of  the  bad. 
Do  you  suppose  it  possible  to  so  analyze  the 
differences  between  tw'o  cities  of  50,000  popula- 
tion from  the  standpoint  of  physical  hazard, 
that  the  resulting  key  and  schedule  rates 
shall  be  graded  according  to  actual  experi- 
ence? It  is  unlikely.  No  rating  committee 
would  have  presumed  to  change  the  key  rate 
of  Milwaukee  because  of  the  existence  of  the 
Bub  &  Kipp  building  before  1893,  nor  the  rate 
of  other  cities  for  similar  untried  features. 
It  does  not  seem  probable  that  the  mercantile 
district  of  Syracuse  is  exceptional  fsave  that 
the  buildings   affected    by  lai'ge  losses   ai'e 
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above  the  average  height  in  cities  of  moder- 
ate size),  and  the  reports  of  tires  there  in  re- 
cent years  do  not  lead  to  the  conclusion  that 
moral  hazard,  the  intangible  bug-bear,  was  to 
blame.  But  insurance  companies  have  paid 
the  losses  and  have  every  right  to  recoup 
themselves  within  reasonable  limits. 

Its  title  limits  this  paper  to  American  cities, 
but  the  temptation  cannot  be  resisted  to  draw 
a  hasty  comparison  with  better  standards.  It 
is  generally  understood  that  English  rates  are 
75  per  cent,  and  German  rates  about  90  per 
cent,  below  the  American,  but  it  is  not  .so  well 
known  that  their  risks  are  three  hundred  per 
cent,  better  at  a  low  estimate.  A  few  blocks 
from  the  cities  of  London  or  Berlin  trans- 
ported to  New  York  or  Chicago,  with  our  ap- 
liances  for  fire  protection,  would  be  eagerly 
-  sought  for  at  European  rates.  The  London 
building  law  until  1S90  forbade  the  erection  of 
any  building  having  a  capacity  .exceeding  216,- 
000  cubic  feet  (equivalent  to  60x60x60)  above 
the  footings  of  the  walls,  unless  pei-mitted  by 
a  special  act  of  parliament ;  and  only  three  ex- 
ceptions were  then  known  among  llie  550,000 
or  600,000  brick  and  stone  buildings  in  London. 
The  law  has  been  modified  to  allow  450,000 
cubic  feet  (77x77x77)  between  walls,  by 
special  permission,  where  a  building  is  used 
exclusively  for  one  occupancy  of  noninflam- 
mable  nature,  and  only  fifteen  such  ware- 
houses have  been  erected. 


Why  a  Man  Shonld  Insure  His  Life. 

Points  Not  New,  but  Good,  and  Tersely  Told. 

Life  Insurance  is  an  Exact  Science,  based 
on  laws  moi'e  unalterable  than  the  laws  of 
the  Modes  and  Persians,  the  laws  of  life  and 
death.  Every  possible  contingency  is  know 
and  guarded  against.  Nothing  is  left  to 
guess-work  or  chance.  As  an  investment  it 
has  the  following  advantages : 

Its  Safeguards  are  the  Best. — The  com- 
panies are  chartered  by  the  state ;  the  business 
is  under  the  supervision  of  the  state  insur- 
ance department ;  the  securities  iu  which  the 
funds  may  be  invested  are  prescribed  by 
statute;  and  the  management  is  conducted 
by  a  board  of  trustees  selected  from  the  most 
conservative  and  experienced  business  men 
in  the  community. 

It  Cannot  be  Affected  by  Panmc— A  na- 
tional or  state  bank  must  pay  deposits  on  de- 
mand; a  savings  bank  in  the  immediate 
future.  Thus,  in  case  of  panic,  securities 
may  be  sacrificed,  and  the  solvency  of  sound 


financial  institutions  ieopardized.  At  such 
times  the  life  insurance  company  can  only  be 
called  upon  to  pay  maturing  obligations  which 
have  been  duly  provided  for. 

It  Matures  at  the  Right  Time.— It  is  the 
quickest  asset  a  man  can  possibly  leave.  A 
certified  check  awaits  the  return  of  the  pol- 
icy to  the  company.  The  ready  cash  secured 
from  life  insurance  assists  the  executors  iu 
settling  the  estate,  and  materially  enhances 
the  value  of  the  remaining  assets.  The  in- 
vestment which  matures  when  the  income  of 
the  family  ceases  is  certainly  an  attractive 
one. 

Its  Results  are  Definitely  Foretold. — 
This  can  be  said  of  no  other  investment;  some 
turn  out  well,  others  poorly,  and  still  others 
prove  total  failures.  In  the  life  insurance 
policy,  however,  the  exact  amount  to  be  paid 
in  case  of  death  is  distinctly  stated,  and  there 
is  no  adjuster  to  step  in  and  scale  it  down. 

It  is  Most  Pah-Reaching  in  its  Provis- 
ions.— Under  a  certain  form  of  policy,  the 
company  practically  becomes  the  trustee  for  a 
man's  estate  and  will  see  it  properly  admin- 
istered ;  guards  against  perversion  of  legacies 
and  a  contested  will;  and  pays  a  fixed  annual 
income  to  the  w'idow  for  life  or  provides  for 
the  orphans  until  they  reach  years  of  matur- 
ity. The  value  of  these  jn'ovisions  cannot  be 
over  estimated. 

It  is  Offered  ox  the  Most  Favorable 
Terms. — Life  insurance  is  an  investment 
similar  in  its  security  to  a  government  bond ; 
sold  on  annual  installments,  the  full  amount 
to  be  paid  in  case  of  death  during  the  invest- 
ment period.  These  annual  installments  may 
also  be  made  in  semi-annual  or  quarterly  pay- 
ments. 

It  is  Universally  Indorsed. — It  will  invest 
the  savings  of  the  mechanic  and  the  surplus 
funds  of  the  millionaire  on  the  same  terms. 
There  are  different  policies  for  different 
people;  one  man  may  carry  a  policy  of  $1,000, 
at  a  premium  of  $20,  while  another  takes  out 
a  paidup  endowment  for  |!ioo,ooo.  It  will  pro- 
vide an  annuity  be.ainning  at  once  or  at  a 
later  period.  It  is  indorsed  by  professional 
and  business  men  everywhere  by  actual  par- 
ticipation in  its  benefits,  and  multitudes  cai'ry 
more  than  one  policy. 

It  is  a  Bitlwauk  Against  Si'eculators. — 
The  funds  cannot  be  controlled  \>\  speculators 
in  their  endeavors  to  depreciate  honest  val- 
ues. The  investments  ai'e  always  made  to 
i-un  to  matui-ity,  and  the  call  money  at  the 
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company's  command  in  times  of  string'ency, 
loaned  at  legal  rates,  is  a  nightmare  to 
usurers. 

It  is  a  Man's  Dutv  to  the  State. — Every 
community  supports  its  siclt,  its  aged,  and  its 
orphans  who  are  otherwise  unprovided  for; 
it  supplies  poorhouses,  orphan  asylums,  and 
hospitals,  and  the  people  are  taxed  accord- 
ingly. To  the  extent  that  life  insurance  pro- 
tects the  family  from  becoming  a  public 
charge,  to  that  extent  the  taxes  are  lessened 
and  the  cost  of  living  correspondingly  re- 
duced. Consider  the  immense  sums  spent 
annually  for  things  that  do  not  benefit  any 
one— in  fact  that  do  untold  injury  1  If  this 
money  was  invested  in  life  insurance  it  would 
make  a  great  change  in  the  lives  and  circum- 
stances of  many. 

It  is  also  a  Duty  a  Man  Owes  to  his  Fam- 
ily.—Every  man  is  bound  by  law  to  support 
his  wife  and  family.  If  he  has  a  spark  of  true 
manhood,  he  should  make  provision,  to  the 
extent  of  his  ability,  for  their  maintenance 
after  his  death.  Life  insurance  will  continue 
the  family  relationship,  upon  which  the  pi'os- 
perity  and  well-being  of  the  state  depends. 
The  family  can  be  held  together  until  youth 
and  maiden  attain  their  majority  and  become 
self-supporting  and  useful  men  and  women. 

It  is  a  DfTV  a  Man  Owes  to  Himself. — 
The  economy  which  must  necessarily  be 
practiced,  in  most  cases  to  carry  insurance 
will  compel  a  methodical  saving  of  earnings, 
a  quality  few  of  us  possess.  It  will  i-etard 
speculative  tendencies  and  prevent  extrava- 
gance with  its  attendant  temptations.  It 
will  induce  a  man  to  be  energetic  and  pains- 
taking in  his  business.  With  these  qualities 
he  should  attain  success.  That  the  company 
is  willing  to  assume  a  risk  on  a  man's  life  is  a 
better  indication  of  health  than  a  certificate 
of  the  most  reputable  physician,  and  should 
be  a  very  gratifying  fact  for  him  to  learn. 
The  assurance  that  his  family  is  protected  in 
case  of  death,  and  provision  made  for  old  age, 
should  relieve  him  from  care,  prevent  nervous 
diseases,  aid  a  good  digestion,  and  affoi'd 
proper  rest  of  mind  and  body,  which  should 
materially  lengthen  and  brighten  his  life.  In 
conclusion,  life  insurance  will  continue,  as 
long  as  love  of  wife  and  family  continues,  as 
long  as  values  continue,  and  should  these 
ever  pass  away  and  Macaulay's  New  Zealan- 
der  look  around  ou  the  ruins  of  modern  civili- 
zation, the  homes  showing  evidence  of  the 
most  comfort  will  be  those  protected  by  life 
insurance. — George  Lucas's  Prize  Essay  in 
Weekly  Statement. 


Like  the  Roof  Over  One's  Head. 
In  fair,  warm  weather  we  do  not  fully 
appreciate  the  value  of  shelter  from  the  ele- 
ments, as  we  do  when  the  rains  fall,  or  there 
is  a  tempest,  or  it  is  freezing  outside.  And 
it  is  just  so  in  the  fair  weather  of  health  and 
prosperity.  Not  until  the  storms  of  adversity 
beset  us,  not  until  sickness  stretches  us  on 
beds  of  suffering,  not  until  want  or  death 
seems  near,  do  we  fully  appreciate  the  house, 
the  shelter,  the  protection  of  life  insurance. 
A  good  policy  in  a  good  company  is  like  the 
roof  over  one's  head. 


Result  of  the  "Grip." 

The  plaintiff  alighted  from  a  train  in  safety, 
and  carried  his  seventy-five  pounds  of  impedi- 
menta some  flf t,y  yards.  A  few  minutes  after 
putting  his  baggage  down,  a  defect  in  the 
vision  of  one  of  his  eyes  became  apparent, 
which  finally  resulted  in  a  total  loss  of  sight 
as  to  the  affected  eye.  The  assured  sued  the 
assurer  for  accidental  loss  of  one  e.ve  caused 
by  carrying  his  baggage.  Portunatgly  the 
supreme  court  of  Georgia  did  not  take  the 
same  view,  and  the  accident  companies  need 
not  amend  their  policies  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  "blind"  baggage  ri.sk.  The  court  held 
that  even  if  the  plaintiff's  injury  was  attrib- 
utable to  the  carrying  of  the  grip-sack,  it  was 
not  effected  by  "external,"  "violent"  or 
"accidental"  means.  For  particulars  of  this 
extraordinary  case  the  reader  is  referred  to 
22  S.  E.  R.  976. 

Financial  Liability  of  a  Co-operative   Director. 

Even  at  this  late  day,  with  time's  shores 
strewn  with  the  wrecks  of  some  sixteen 
hundred  co-operative  or  assessment  insurance 
associations,  there  are  foolish  fellows  with 
more  money  than  brains  who  lend  their  names 
to,  and  may  serve  as  directors  or  trustees  of, 
similar  schemes.  They  certainly  are  not 
aware  that  such  service  often  carries  with  it 
a  pecuniary  liability  which  may  prove  to  be 
very  embarrassing.  We  are  credibly  informed 
that  in  one  case  in  California  the  president 
and  director  of  an  endowment  scheme  (Over- 
man of  Santa  Rosa)  has  since  been  compelled 
to  pay  some  thirteen  thousand  dollars  to 
holders  of  claims  against  that  humbug.  He 
was  warned  by  the  Coast  Review,  in  an 
article  on  the  association,  its  plans  and  its 
operations ;  and  this  article  was  read  to  him. 
It  was  a  costl.v  lesson  to  this  man  of  property. 
"There  are  others"  like  him. 


'**New  Orleans's  fire  department  is  handicapped 
when  a  fire  occurs  above  the  third  story. 
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HoDse  Plates, 
lu  ye  oldeu  time  iusui'ed  houses  were  deco- 
rated with  tin  or  iron  plates  stamped  with 
the  name  of  the  insuring  company.  This  was 
considered  a  good  advertisement,  though  a 
modern  insurance  agent,  representing  a  rival 
offlce,  might  have  proved  it  otherwise.  The 
primary  idea,  hovrever,  was  to  indicate  the 
house  to  the  fire  brigade  supported  by  that 
particular  insurance  company.  It  is  a  sort  of 
fireman's  fund  plate.  It  is  not  impossible, 
also,  that  these  "  fire  marks  "  or  house  plates 
may  have  deterred  incendiaries  in  the  days 
when  revengeful  incendiarism  was  more  com- 
mon than  now.  The  incendiary  discharged 
employe  or  political  or  religious  fanatic  might 
well,  pause  before  applying  the  torch  to  an 
insured  house.  Doubtless  to-day  the  uui- 
■  versality  of  fire  insurance  deters  many  a 
criminal-minded  man  from  setting  fire  to  his 
enemy's  or  his  hated  neighbor's  house.  It  is 
no  longer  necessary  to  proclaim  the  fact  of 
insurance  with  a  house-plate. 


to  insurance  companies  generally,  will  linger 
long  as  the  expression  of  a  common  belief, 
based  on  actual  experience. 


Publication  of  Complimentary  Receipts. 

The  Coast  Review  protests  against  the 
printing  of  "prompt  payment"  receipts  in 
the  local  papers,  especially  by  the  big  com- 
panies. The  inference  to  be  di'awn  from  such 
publications  is  that  "prompt''  and  "liberal" 
payments  are  not  the  rule  in  insurance.  The 
clever  man  who  reads  between  the  lines  may 
also  conclude  that  the  company  which  prints 
such  receipts  has  a  reputation  to  the  contrary, 
and  seeks  this  means,  occasionally,  to  counter- 
act an  unfavorable  reputation. 

It  is  well,  however,  to  cause  to  be  printed 
in  the  local  papers  a  brief  account  of  the  pay- 
ment of  a  loss,  as  a  news  item,  and  incident- 
ally as  an  advertisement  for  the  company. 
Such  items  help  the  local  agent  and  the  busi- 
ness in  general. 

The  announcement  of  "a  very  prompt "  or 
"  surprisingly  liberal ''  payment  of  a  loss  only 
produces  or  confirms  a  popular  belief  that 
insurance  companies  as  a  rule  do  not  settle 
promptly  nor  liberally. 

Up  in  Washington  a  similar  newspaper 
"puff"  excites  the  editor's  admiration.  He 
drewa  wrong  infei-ence.  and  he  wrote — or  the 
local  agent  wrote  for  him — 

"This  liberal  action  is  in  striking  contrast 
to  the  usual  niggardly  policy  pursued  by 
insurance  companies,  and  has  excited  much 
favorable  comment." 

The  name  of  "the  liberal"  company  will 
soon  be  forgotten,  but  the  contemptuous 
phrase  "  the  usual  niggardly  policy,"  applied 


Brevities. 

J.  A.  G.  Carson  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  is  insured 
for  §200,000. 

The  South  British  paid  15  per  cent,  divi- 
dend last  j-ear. 

Gustav  G.  Pabst  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  is  in. 
sured  for  $100,000. 

In  Los  Angeles  there  is  a  fire-proof  dwelling- 
house.  It  was  built  out  of  coal-oil  cans  by  an 
ingenious  poor  man. 

The  Los  Angeles  Investor  appears  to  be  the 
organ  of  the  Bankers  Alliance,  a  local  institu- 
tion in  which  there  are  no  allied  bankers. 

The  New  South  Wales  Insurance  Institute 
has  monthly  meetings,  at  which  papers  are 
discussed.  A  monthly  bulletin  or  .record  is 
printed. 

Milwaukee  people  should  be  charged  extra 
for  life  or  accident  insurance,  because  of  their 
high  sidewalks.  To  fall  off  one  of  them  is  us- 
ually fatal. 

Somebody  says  dogs  are  insured  in  Japan. 
Perhaps  the  Brownies  eat  dogs.  We  await 
tlie  pleasui'e  of  the  liar  who  is  prepared  to 
say  that  the  enterprising  Chinese  insure  rats. 

A  life  insurance  company  in  Europe  an- 
nounces that  it  will  not  insui'e  the  lives  of 
ladies  who  dye  their  hair.  These  good  ladies, 
it  is  believed,  dye  young. 

The  wise  and  profound  Insurance  &  Com- 
mercial Magazine  says  an  increase  of  savings 
banks  deposits  is  a  sign  of  decreasing  pros- 
perity. This  seems  true  of  the  Mutual  Re- 
serve Fund  and  the  Bankers  Alliance,  whose 
rates  increase  with  their  assets. 

The  fact  that  at  fires  in  Seattle  the  tele- 
phone is  always  the  first  thing  saved  gives 
the  semblance  of  truth  to  the  report  that  the 
telephone  company  pays  the  firemen  -Ss-oo  for 
every  "phone"  saved.  This  form  of  insur- 
ance is  supposed  to  be  cheaper  than  the  regu- 
lar variety. 

Why  shouldn't  the  big  sky-scraper  have  a 
big  reservoir  on  the  roof  {  For  swimming, 
boating,  elevator-power  and  fire  extinguish- 
ing. No  fire  would  ever  spread  beyond  the 
four  walls  of  a  building  ijrovided  with  such  a 
cap.  Weight;  Make  the  walls  thicker  to 
support  it. — Oflice  Boy. 
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A  Brief  History  of  Insurance  on  tlie  Pacific  Coast. 

CHAPTER  I. 

Many  years  before  California  became  United 
States  territory  adventurous  American  and 
European  trading  barks  visited  the  coasts  of 
California  and  Oregon  and  Russian  America, 
now  Alaska,  exchanging  various  useful  and 
ornamental  goods  for  furs  and  hides  and  tal- 
low. The  latter  were  the  currency  of  the 
people  of  western  North  America.  Sitka, 
Astoria,  Yerba  Buena  (now  San  Francisco), 
Monterey,  Santa  Barbara  and  San  Diego  were 
important  trading  posts  sixty-odd  years  ago, 
though  the  entire  white  population  of  Califor- 
nia did  not  exceed  10,000,  and  elsewhere  from 
Astoria  to  the  frozen  north  the  whites  in- 
cluded only  a  few  traders,  trappers  and  gov- 
ernment officials. 

It  is  hardly  to  "be  doubted  that  marine  insur- 
ances were  carried  on  many  of  the  trading 
vessels  and  their  cargoes  in  those  days,  for 
there  were  marine  underwriters  in  the  Atlan- 
tic seaports  whence  they  sailed,  and  the  com- 
pan.v  and  individual  owners  were  too  prudent 
to  assume  every  risk  which  could  be  guarded 
against  by  insurance.  The  return  cargoes,  in 
particular,  were  the  results  of  months  of  trad- 
ing and  loading.  One  English  brig,  the  North 
Star,  with  a  cargo  valued  at  i?i  20,000,  was 
wrecked  in  Carmel  bay,  near  Monterey,  in 
1844,  and  became  a  total  loss.  But  there  is  no 
record,  so  far  as  we  know,  of  any  marine 
agency  at  Monterey,  the  capital,  nor  in  San 
Francisco,  nor  elsewhere  of  course,  in  the  '30s 
aud  40s.  Early  in  April,  1853,  the  steamship 
Lewis  was  wrecked  in  Bolinas  bay,  a  few 
miles  north  of  San  Francisco.  This  loss  per- 
haps suggested  the  marine  insurance  agency 
which  was  started  a  .short  time  afterward. 

The  history  of  insurance  on  the  Pacific 
Coast,  however,  begins  with  the  history  of  fire 
insurance,  which  is  almost  contemporaneous 
with  the  history  of  San  Francisco  as  an  Amer- 
ican citj'.  The  first  Pacific  Coast  insurance 
agency  was  that  of  an  English  fire  office, 
established  in  San  Francisco  three  years  after 
the  great  immigration  began. 

The  American  flag  was  hoisted  at  Monterey 
in  July,  1846.  The  population  of  California 
was  then  about  90,000.  San  Francisco  existed 
as  a  district  in  the  early  '30s,  comprising  the 
Presidio,  the  Mission  Dolores  and  Yerba 
Buena.  The  ba.y  had  been  named  San  Fran- 
cisco; and  after  the  discovery  of  gold,  ships 
from  all  parts  of  the  world  were  con- 
signed to  San  Francisco,  meaning  the  bay 
from  whose  shores  the  gold-seekers  started 
for  the  mining  regions. 


Yerba  Bueua's  four  or  five  "leading  citi- 
zens" held  a  meeting,  and  shrewdly  resolved 
to  secure  all  these  consignments  by  naming 
their  collection  of  shanties  on  the  water's 
edge  San  Francisco.  The  anticipated  result 
followed.  San  Francisco  grew  rapidly,  with 
no  rival  town  to  attract  the  immigrants. 
Sometimes  a  thousand  vessels  were  anchored 
in  the  bay  in  front  of  the  little  city. 

There  were  other  "world-beaters''  project- 
ed, but  they  came  to  nothing.  Some  of  them 
existed  only  on  the  maps  of  that  day.  The 
New  York  City  of  the  Pacific  was  laid  out  in 
town  lots,  at  the  mouth  of  the  San  Joaquin 
river.  This  ideal  metroiMlis  has  an  existence 
to-day  on  some  maps,  and  also  in  the  memories 
of  the  men  who  invested  in  the  valuable  busi- 
ness lots  of  this  city  of  destiny  between  two 
rivers. 

(  To  be  continued. ) 


There  are  Too  Many  Local  Agents. 

We  speak  of  the  Pacific  Coast  field.  The 
local  agents  themselves,  we  are  sure,  will 
heartily  agree  with  us  in  the  declaration  that 
there  are  too  many  of  them  for  their  ovi-n  good 
or  for  the  good  of  the  business.  They  com- 
plain of  the  number,  and  are  disposed  to  hold 
the  companies  responsible  for  the  excess. 

Where  does  the  real  responsibilit.v  lie  ? 
With  the  agents  or  with  the  companies? 

We  answer,  The  agents  who  accept  com- 
missions in  excess  of  the  ruling  rates  are 
chiefly  responsible  for  the  extraordinary  num- 
ber of  local  fire  insurance  agents  on  the  Pacific 
Coast. 

In  the  East,  even  in  Colorado,  where  the  15 
per  cent,  rate  of  commission  is  universal, 
there  is  no  similar  complaint  of  a  superabund- 
ance of  local  agents. 

The  acceptance  of  an  excess  commission 
from  one  company  in  a  local  agency,  however 
clandestinely  offered  and  accepted,  is  always 
found  out.  The  other  companies  in  the  agency 
soon  learn  the  fact  that  their  choicest  busi- 
ness is  slipping  away,  and  they  easily  guess 
the  reason,  if  indeed  the  local  agent  does  not 
boldly  or  defiantly  tell  the  complaining  special 
agent  that  his  company  will  receive  its  former 
or  a  larger  share  of  the  business  if  it  pays  25 
or  30  per  cent,  commission. 

The  result,  usually,  is  a  refusal  to  pay  the 
excess  commission.  The  compan.v  then  with- 
draws from  that  agency,  and  in  self  protection 
it  appoints  as  agent  Tom,  or  Dick,  or  Harry,, 
the  man  who  owns  or  controls  the  principal 
risk  if  needs  be.  The  high  commission  agent 
finds  his  renewals  in  the  hands  of  a  eompet- 
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ing  agent,  and  likely  as  not  the  owners  of  the 
principal  risks  have  themselves  become  his 
competitors,  and  the  companies  in  his  local 
agency  have  been  narrowed  to  the  excess 
commission  payers. 

There  are  four  grave  objections  to  excess 
commissions,  to-wit: 

First ;  Rebating  is  promoted  thereby.  An 
excess  commission,  in  any  kind  of  insurance, 
is  a  bid  for  rebating. 

Second :  In  self  protection  the  regular  com- 
mission paying  companies  appoint  numerous 
non-professional  representatives.  The  num- 
ber of  locals  is  greatly  increased. 

Third :  It  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  lower 
commissions  when  rates  are  again  raised  to  an 
adequate  point. 

Fourth :  As  commissions  are  increased,  re- 
bates are  increased,  and  the  original  offend- 
ers find  it  necessary  to  still  further  increaes 
both  in  order  to  hold  the  business  secured  by 
these  means. 

The  history  of  several  high  commission 
agencies  and  companies  on  the  Pacific  Coast 
is  instructive.  Expenses  steadily  increased. 
Business  acquired  by  bidding  was  retained 
only  by  raising  the  bid,  disguised  it  may  be, 
but  swelling  the  expenses.  In  one  familiar 
instance  the  expense  ratio  was  56  per  cent,  of 
the  premiums.  In  others  the  ratio  was  almost 
equally  high. 

The  results  of  high  commission  paying  in 
this  field  have  been  equally  disastrous  to 
companies,  managers  and  local  agents.  The 
companies  have  retired,  their  managers  are 
without  employment,  and  their  agents,  if  still 
in  the  business,  make  merely  a  bare  living, 
struggling  with  numerous  competitors,  and 
dividing  or  surrendering  nearly  all  the  commis- 
sion in  order  to  keep  the  diminishing  business 
on  the  books. 

Let  the  local  agent  stick  to  his  15  per  cent, 
commission,  on  the  Coast,  as  in  the  East,  and 
all  will  be  well  vi-ith  him.  The  companies  and 
the  property-owners  will  say  "Live  and  let 
live."  There  will  be  fewer  locals,  better 
rates,  and  a  bigger  income  with  less  work  for 
the  local.  Everybody  will  be  satisfied,  ex- 
cept the  greedy  fools  who  imagine  there  is 
l)i-ofit  in  robbery  and  throat-cutting. 


tion.  The  Bankers  &  Merchants  never  had 
any  legal  existence,  as  the  Coast  Review 
pointed  out  at  the  time.  Judge  Sanderson, 
who  was  referred  to  in  the  last  Coast  Review, 
sustained  a  demurrer,  holding  that  "as  nobody 
had  been  defrauded,"  no  policyholder  could  sue 
because  he  thought  it  likely  he  would  be 
defi'auded.  It  might  have  been  the  intention 
of  the  association  to  pay  all  policies,  whether 
legally  constituted  or  not,  and  until  it  refused 
to  do  so  such  a  suit  as  this  should  not  have 
been  brought.  Thus  sayeth  the  judge,  if  he 
is  iMrrectly  reported  by  a  daily  print,  which 
adds  that  "none  of  the  Bankers  and  Mer- 
chants policyholders  died."  The  facts  are 
that  the  association  was  illegal,  that  no 
account  was  ever  given  of  its  reserve  fund, 
that  it  refused  to  pay  death  claims,  that  it 
left  many  death  claims  unpaid,  and  that  it 
obtained  money  on  false  pi'etenses — Judge  S. 
to  the  conti'ary  notwithstanding. 
nThe  Bankers  &  Merchants  professed  to  have 
$100,000  reserve  fund  for  extraordinary  losses 
(which  were  never  incui'red),  but  the  receiv- 
er found  only  six  or  seven  thousand  dollars, 
with  which  topa.v  tens  of  thousands  of  unpaid 
death  claims.  Several  years  have  passed,  but 
that  receiver  still  holds  the  fort. 

We  refer  to  this  ancient  and  unfragrant 
case,  not  to  reflect  on  the  judge  who  has  given 
a  decision  which  allows  the  directors  of  an  il- 
legal and  humbugging  scheme  to  go  unpun- 
ished, but  to  call  the  attention  of  the  public 
to  the  strong  resemblance  between  the  dead 
Bankers  &  Mei'chants  and  the  living  Bankers 
Alliance  of  Los  Angeles.  The  latter' s  plan 
and  rates  are  about  the  same  as  those  of  the 
bursted  San  Francisco  non-legal-reserve  asso- 
ciation ;  yet  the  Los  Angeles  concern  promises 
much  more,  and  its  chance  of  .surviving  sever- 
al years  is  at  least  equally  poor.  This  is 
something  for  the  members  of  the  Bankers 
Alliance  to  seriously  think  over. 


The  Directors  Held  Not  Responsible. 
The  directory  of  the  defunct  Bankers  & 
Merchants'  Mutual  Life  Association,  the  Bad- 
lam-Ti-umbo  scheme — was  in  Judge  Sander- 
son's court  last  month.  M.  A.  Moody,  assignee 
for  a  number  of  certiticate-holdei-s,  .sued 
the  directors   for  premiums   paid  the  associa- 


TiiE  public  still  requires  to  be  educated  as 
to  the  value  of  life  insurance.  Man  is  a  self- 
ish animal.  The  life  agent,  the  life  ofiBce, 
must  appeal  to  his  selfish  as  well  as  to  his 
generous  side. 

An  unusual  number  of  hotels  in  southern 
California  have  burned  in  the  last  twelve 
months.  It  is  a  very  prosperous  section  of  the 
state,  too. 

"^^The  San  Andreas  (Cal.)  fire  department  has  pur- 
chased 300  feet  of  new  hose,  making  9C0  feet  alto- 
gether. The  alarm  bell  is  a  failure,  for  according 
to  the  Prospect  it  can  not  be  heard  farther  than  an 
ordinary  dinner  bell. 
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Fire  Protection  Notes. 

"'♦East  Santa  Cruz,  Cal.,  is  to  have  waterworks. 

**Haywarcls,  Cal.,  now  has  a  hook  and  ladder  outfit. 

-**Oceanside,  near  Los  Angeles,  is  to  have  water- 
works. 

**L.ong  Beach,  Cal.,  is  to  have  water  from  the 
Bouton  system. 

**Fresno,  Cal.,  has- a  new  steel  hook  and  ladder 
truck,  costing  $3,300. 

**3anta  Clara,  CaL,  has  tifteen  new  hydrants  and 
double  nozzle  hydrants. 

*-''San  Diego.  Cal.,  has  bought  the  upper  Otay  dam 
and  connections  for  $1,075,000. 

**Kendrick,  Idaho,  will  expend  $10,000  for  water- 
works and  $1,000  for  fire  apparatus. 

**Merced,  Cal.,  is  to  have  an  electric  fire  alarm  sys- 
tem, with  glass  Si  arm-boxes— no  antiquated  key- 
boxes. 

**Incendiary  fires  in  Santa  Inez.  Cal.  The  Argus 
advocates  lynch  law.  as  a  preventive  of  fires  and 
** malicious  lawsuits.'' 

**San  Francisco  is  to  have  three  new  fire  com- 
panies—on Pacific  near  Leavenworth,  on  Seven- 
teenth near  Folsom,  and  at  Ocean  View. 

**Inventor  Hayes  of  Oakland,  Cal.,  is  working  on  a 
new  tower  which  may  supplant  the  Hale.  Water 
will  be  conducted  through  telescoped  pipes. 

**Nevada  City,  Cal. —The  proposition  to  bond  the 
town  for  J6o,ooo  to  construct  a  public,  waterworks 
system  has  been  carried  by  a  vote  of  530  to  105. 

**Palo  Alto.  Cal..  will  soon  vote  on  a  water-works 
proposition.  At  present  the  town  is  without  a 
water  supply,  except  for  sprinkling  the  streets. 

**\Vyoming.— The  new  Casper  waterworks,  to  be 
completed  by  January  i,  will  have  a  fall  of  1300 
feet  in  sis  miles.  There  will  be  seventeen  hy- 
drants. 

^K  Rhode  Island  mill  caught  fire  from  the  com- 
bustion of  the  wooden  logging  of  a  cylinder  of  an 
engine  working  under  120  pounds.  Sprinkler  pro- 
tection is  urged. 

**The  Sausalito,  Cal..  firemen  now  have  uniforms, 
and  are  more  uniform  in  their  appearance  at  fires. 
Chief  Stahl  has  been  installed.  The  blushing 
flames  die  out  at  the  sight  of  a  Sausalito  fireman's 
ball  nozzle. 

**At  San  Luis  Obispo,  Cal.,  a  "  test"  well,  with  an 
'*  inexhaustible  supply  "  of  water,  was  pumped  dry 
in  thirty  minutes.  The  conclusion  is  that  the 
water  in  the  mountain-side  is  too  limited  to  justify 
a  pumping  plant. 

**Boise  City,  Idaho,  talks  of  leasing  a  reservoir 
containing  550.000  gals,  of  water,  with  a  pressure  of 
167  pounds  at  Main  and  Ninth  streets.  The  rental 
is  f2,ooo  per  annum.  The  water  company  also 
agrees  to  start  its  pump.s  if  the  fire  should  not  be 
under  control  within  an  hour. 


**Kalama,  Ore.,  is  to  have  waterworks. 

**"  Brother  "  Ambrose  of  Oakland,  Cal..  "jollied" 
the  city  council  with  a  proposition  to  give  5-cent 
meals  to  the  poor,  and  the  councilmen  granted  him 
permission  to  build  a  hall  within  the  fire  limits. 
The  philanthropic  fellow  soon  abandoned  his 
restaurant  and  rented  the  building  for  various  pur- 
poses at  lower  rent  than  his  neighbors,  who  had  to 
build  of  brick. 

**Several  otficers  of  the  French  army,  connected 
with  the  Paris  fire  department,  inspected  the  San 
Francisco  fire  department  and  fire  patrol  last 
montb.  They  had  already  visited  New  York.  Bos- 
ton, Chicago,  Montreal  and  Quebec.  They  said 
that  they  did  not  find  any  material  difference  in  the 
several  departments  they  had  inspected;  that  San 
Francisco  compares  very  favorably  with  any  of 
these  except  in  the  system  of  call  men  instead  of 
permanent  men— a  system  they  declared  is  not 
conducive  to  eSlciency. 

**Milan,  Italy.— While  in  this  city  recently  Pres. 
Moore  of  the  Continental  saw  the  fire  department 
at  work.  He  writes  that  it  took  fifteen  minutes  for 
the  hook  and  ladder  truck  to  put  in  its  appearance, 
fifteen  minutes  more  to  connect  the  ladders  and 
five  minutes  more  to  raise  them.  Failing  to  reach 
the  fire,  a  steam  engine  was  called  out.  Fifteen 
minutes  later  it  arrived.  An  hour  after  the  alarm 
nothing  had  been  accomplished.  Not  until  the 
fiames  had  burned  through  the  copper  roof  of  the 
dome  did  the  firemen  succeed  in  throwing  water  on 
the  fire,  whereas  had  they  cut  through  the  roof  the 
burning  section  could  have  been  immediately 
drenched. 

**Kansas  City,  Mo.,  has  in  operation  a  city  ordi- 
nance regulating  the  installation  of  electrical 
wii'es.  The  ordinance  provides  that  the  electrical 
inspector  shall  have  complete  charge  of  the  inspec- 
tion and  installation  of  electrical  apparatus  and 
wires,  and  shall  enforce  the  ordinances  for  the 
prevention  of  fires.  No  electrical  current  shall  be 
used  until  a  certificate  has  been  issued  by  the  elec- 
trical inspector.  No  alteration  can  be  made  in  the 
electrical  apparatus  until  the  in.spector  has  been 
notified  and  has  acted  in  the  matter.  The  elec- 
trical inspector  is  given  the  power  to  inspect  all 
electrical  wires  in  the  city  and  see  that  precautions 
for  prevention  of  fires  have  been  taken.  If  any  part 
of  the  apparatus  is  found  unsafe  the  inspector  is 
empowered  to  bring  proceedings  looking  to  the 
immediate  abatement  of  the  danger. 


Don't  Trim  Postal  Cards.— It  is  ruled  by  the  postal 
authorities  tbat  any  reduction  of  the  size  of  the 
postal  card  by  clipping,  rounding  oiT  the  corners,  or 
otherwise,  will  subject  the  receiver  of  the  card  to  a 
charge  of  one  cent  on  delivery.  This  makes  a  pos- 
tal card  equivalent  to  letter  postage.  Many  people 
enclose  postal  cards  to  correspondents  in  envelopes 
too  small,  and  imagine  that  a  little  clipping  will 
not  make  any  difference.  Others  round  off  the  cor- 
ners for  ornamental  purposes  or  convenience  in 
handling.    Don't  do  it  again. 
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Business  Letters. 

When  you  write  a  business  letter,  stick  to 
the  text.  Don't  wobble.  Don't  write  inci- 
dentally of  extraneous  matters.  Leave  that 
for  personal  correspondence. 

Always  write  legibly,  and  give  especial  care 
to  names  and  numerals.  Ordinary  words  il- 
legibly written  may  often  be  guessed  correct- 
ly, but  proper  nouns  cannot  be.  It  would  be 
well  to  pen-print  names. 

■  Para.graph  freely.  If  you  are  in  the  habit 
of  inter-lining  extensions  of  sentences,  leave 
extra  space  between  lines.  It  is  bettei',  in 
such  cases,  to  write  on  unruled  papei'. 

It  is  a  good  practice  to  indicate  the  subject 
of  each  paragraph  with  an  underscored  word 
at  the  side.  Paragraphs  should  be  uumistak- 
ablj'indicated  by  a  long  indentation. 
.  If  your  address,  as  given  at  the  bottom,  is 
different  fi-om  the  printed  letter-head,  draw  a 
line  through  the  latter. 

Always  write  business  lettei-s  on  one  side 
of  the  sheet,  to  facilitate  reading,  i-efereuce, 
filing  or  copying.  Page  your  sheets,  and  en- 
close the  figures  in  parentheses  or  in  a  ring. 

If  you  are  writing  for  publication,  write 
only  on  one  side  of  the  sheet.  It  is  often 
necessary  to  cut  the  sheet.  In  any  event, 
writing  on  the  back  causes  confusion  and 
"outs." 

Do  not  write  "Personal"  on  an  envelope 
containing  a  communication  on  business  mat- 
ters. If  you  have  a  personal  communication 
to  make,  also,  send  it  in  a  separate   envelope. 

Write  briefly.  Make  your  sentences  short. 
Give  prominence,  in  space  and  place,  to  ques- 
tions. Begin  your  letter  with  locality  and 
date.  If  you  notify  a  publisher  of  change  of 
address,  give  the  name  of  poslofflce  where 
paper  has  been  going. 


Revised  Figures  of  Foreign  Fire  and 

Ansets, 

Atlas -$10,343,489 

Alliance 19,696,170 

Coramei'cial  Unio  1  .    .    .    19,879,082 

Lancashire 7,856.965 

Liver'l&Lon.  &  Globe      50,728,002 

London        19,195,145 

Northern 23,363,859 

Patriotic i.965r737 

Royal 47.757.036 

Royal  Exchange      .    .    .    21,425,425 
Scottish  Union  &  Nat'l  21,723,500 

Svea 5.493.831 

Union 13.543.432 


Life  Offices. 

Liff 
Lidhilitifin. 

S  7.425.458 

12,289,220 

8.437-617 

4,868,815 

28,094,966 

10.190.970 

14,651,473 

666,722 

25,141,724 

10,761,935 

17.277.13.S 

3.594.41 1 

8.542.515 


Gross 
Income. 

Atlas ^?  1,888,326 

Alliance 4,436,910 

Commei'cial  Union  .    .    .  8,172,852 

Lancashire 4.331.370 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  <&  Globe  9,021,880 

London 4,878,695 

Northern 5,605.527 

Patriotic 908,722 

Royal 11,348,220 

Royal  Exchange  ....  3,423,111 

Scottish  Union  &  Nat'l  4,935,185 

Svea 2,210,736 

Union 3  906,060 


Gross 
ErpendUuveit 

*  1,7.10.436 

3,838,080 

7.437.352 
■  3.568,624 

8.214-535 
4.325,740 
4,852,299 
853-392 
10.367,272 
3,070.906 
3,839,870 

2,093.277 
3.103.920 


Unanswerable  Argnments  for  Life  Insurance. 

A  FEW  Pacific  Coast  Death  Claims  Recently 
Paid. 

Claim      Rcttirn 
The  hisitrstt.  Paid.   Over  Cost. 

Arizona.  Peeple's  Valley, 

James  H.  Hamilton,  farmer  ....  ^2, coo  $i.6oS 
Idaho.  Banci-oft, 

Lyman  B.  Johnson,  tel.  operator  .  2,000  i,8ot> 
Montana.  Helena, 

Will  R.  Jones,  bookkeeper 2,000         1.926 

Montana,  Miles  City, 

W.  \V.  Alderson,  coal-dealer  .  ,  .  3.272  3'. 000 
Nevada,  Reno. 

Alphonse  Nadon.  blacksmith  .  .  .  2,410  2,249 
New  Mexico,  Las  Vegas. 

Columbns  Morse  ....  ...    2.000         1,283 

Oregon.  Portland, 

Lee  Hoffmann,  builder 25.000       22,397 

Oi-egon,  Silver  Lake, 

Wm,  C.  Martin,  stock-raiser  .  .  .  5,181  5,000 
Oregon,  Monroe, 

Geo.  W.  Houck,  farmer S,ooo         5-739 

Utah.  Salt  Lake  City, 

John  G.  Smith,  delivery  business    .    1,000  889 

Moses  Kirkijalrick,  lawyer  ....  16.837  7.215 
Victoria,  B.  C, 

Wm.  Power,  gentleman 2,796         1,292 

Washington,  Friday  Harbor, 

M.  P.  Rethlefsen,  farmer 1,000  934 

Washington,  Tacoma, 

Wm  R,  Thornell,  bookkeeper  .  .  .  1.500  1,053 
Washington.  Walla  Walla, 

Roland  Yeend,  manager 1,000  926 

Washington,  Wooley, 

Jos.  des  Gardius,  laborer 2,000         1,838 

Wyoming.  Wise, 

Wilfred  Jevons,  rancher 10,149         9.851 

Washington.  North  Yakima, 

Myron  H.  Ellis,  auditor 3,000         2.677 


**South  Bend.  Wash,  is  soon  to  have  24  hydrants. 

**Newberg,  Or.,  is  soon  to  have  a  gravity  system 
of  waterworks  costing  $15,000. 

**Pomona,  Cal.,  has  voted  for  the  issuance  of  $195.- 
000  bonds  for  a  water  system. 
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November  Fires, 

WASHINGTON. 

20.  Snohomish  co..  fr  dwg  and 

conts : 

Caledonian $1,000 

I.    Spokane:  fr  barn,  etc. : 
Palatine Ii.ooo 

21.  Skagit    CO.,    ham,    harness. 

etc. : 

Phenix^,  Br $r,fi<^o 

4.    Spokane  co..  fr  bam: 

Hartford $2,000 

— .    "Wahkiakum  CO.,  dvvg&barn: 

Firemans  Fund $800 

15.    Douglas  CO.,  dvvg: 

Transatlantic $Sno 

4.  Yakima  co.,  dwg  and  hhld 
furni ; 

Royal *i.525 

I.  Olympia,  br  bldg: 
Commercial  Union    ....  $500 

23.    Tacoma.  hhld  furni : 
Springfield     $804 

12,    Tacoma,  frdwg: 
'      London  &  Lancashire  .   .    .  $670 

20.    Whitman    co..  fr   barn    and 
conts : 
Home,  N.  Y $2,600 

20.    Davenport,  brewery : 
Hamburg-Bremen    ....  $   500 
Royal     I -750 

17.  (Oct.)  New  Whatcom,  shingle 

mill: 

Hanover $59^ 

30.'  Turnwater,  fr  public  hall: 

Caledonian $500 

Losses  under  $500    .    .    ,    .$4,880 
Total  Washington    .  $21,425 

Oreo  ON. 

II.  La  Grande,  fr  dwg  &  conts: 

North  British $1,550 

Hartford .    1.31S 

II.     Grant's  Pass,  fr  dwg: 
Continental $1,500 

iS.    Barlows,  blacksmith    shop: 
German-American     ....  $500 

18.  Salem,  fr  woolen  mills: 

Home,  N.  Y $1,250 

Hamburg-Bremen    ....    2,500 

Norwich  Union 1-250 

Palatine 3.500 

Sun.  London  .    .       ....    1.500 

Manchester 1.500 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .    i.ooo 

Lion 1,000 

Phoenix,  Hartford  ....    1,250 

American,  N.  J 1,000 

Imperial 1,000 

Total $16,750 


II.  Forrest  Grove,  fr  dwg  and 
con  ts : 

Home  Mutual $1,000 

23.    Eugene,  fr  .dwg : 

^Etna     $1,000 

13.    Silverton,  gen'l  mdse: 

Phosnix,  Hartford  .  .  .   .$1,000 

II.  Huntington,  drug  store, 
wines,  etc. : 

American.  Pa $7^0 

Fire  Association 800 

27.    Columbia  Beach,  fr  dwg: 
Phoenix.  Hartford $650 

3,  Marion,  dwg  and  couts: 
Western $500 

26.    Portland,  dwg: 

American.  Pa $Soo 

II.    Portland,  fr  dwg: 

Queen $1,000 

— .    (Oct.)    Portland,  fr  dwg: 

Westchester $675 

15.    lOct.)  Portland,  glovestock: 
Home  Mutual $soo 

4.  Portland,  stores  &  lodgings: 

Sun.  London      $ 

London  Assurance     .   .       .    866 

Losses  under  $500    .   .   ,    .$3,501 
Total  Oregon   ....  $35,010 
* 
Idaho. 

29.  Shoshone  co..  bldg  &  hhld 
furni : 

Phenix.  Br $1,600 

Losses  under  $500 $170 

Total  Idaho $1,770 

* 
Nevada. 

2.     Reno,  fr  factory : 
Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  $4,000 

4.  Reno,  dwg  and  conts : 
Continental $675 

5.  Esmeralda  co.,  farm  prop : 
Continental $000 

16.    Humboldt  co.,  farm  prop: 

Continental $600 

Total  Nevada $6,175 

* 
Akizona. 

26.    Phoenix,  gen'l  fire: 

Hartford $1,000 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  1,000 

Firemans  Fund 1,200 

Phenix,  Brooklyn     ....  1.500 

Svea 2,500 

Pennsylvania 1,250 

Total      $8,450 


— .    Phoenix,  dwg: 

Western $8(.o 

Losses  under  $500 $78 

Total  Arizona       .  .   .  $9,328 

New  Mexico. 
25.    SoeoiTo,  adobe  bldg : 

Firemans  Fund $   700 

N.  British  &  Mercantile  .    i,2uo 
Losses  under  $500  .   .   .   .$12 

Total  New  Mexico     .   .  $1,912 

Montana. 

2.  Kalispell.  hhld  furni : 
^tna $828 

I.     Butte,  stock  of    pianos    and 
general  mdse: 

Union.  London $1,500 

Palatine 1.250 

Transatlantic 500 

— .    Butte,  dry  goods: 
Orient $1,250 

25.    Billings,  barn  and  conts: 
American  Central  ....  $   S50 

Phenix,  Br 1,400 

Hamburg-Bremen  ....      608 

3.  Miles  City:  gen'l  mdse : 

Scottish  Union $861 

Fire  Association 861 

Hartford 862 

— .    Belt,  butcher  shop : 
Firemans  Fund $600 

21.  Cascade  co.,  farm  property; 
Continental $2,000 

25.    Fergus  co..  farm  property: 
Continental $700 

25.    Deerlodge,  dwg  and  conts: 

Palatine $1,000 

Royal 500 

22.  Butte,  frdwg: 

United  Firemens $500 

Losses  under  $500    .  .   .   .$2,481 

Total  Montana    .   .   ,$18,551 

* 

Colorado. 

31.    (Oct.)    Pueblo,  buggies,  etc.: 

Palatine $1,020 

5.    Denver,  soap  and  machinery : 

Palatine $752 

Firemans  Fund 573 

North  German .582 

14.    Creede,  hoisting  works : 

Imperial $630 

National,  Hartford    ....    630 

I.    Denver,  conts  and  dwg : 

Atlas  Assurance $600 

19.    Pueblo,  hhld  furni,  etc. : 
Svea $1,000 


47^ 


The  Coast  T^e^ieiv. 


iS.    Montrose,  clolliing  and  dry 
goods : 

Manchester $1,500 

Scottish  Union 1,000 

23.    Montezuma  co..  fr  dwg: 
Scottish  Union $1,500 

Losses  under  $500    .   .   .   .$3,216 

Total  Colorado    .   .   .  $13,003 

Utah. 

18.  Webber  co.,  farm  property: 
Continental $r,ooo 

19.  Salt  Lake  co..  farm  prop; 
Continental $1,600 

Losses  under  $500    .   .   .   .$1,069 

Total  Utali $3,669 

Tofal  oitfuide  terrifory  .    .  $113,843 


California. 
2.    Butte  CO.,  farm  property: 
Continental       $3,000 

7.  Albion,  dwg  and  conts: 
Piremans  Fund $500 

26     CoUis,  grain  and  warehouse; 

Manchester $4,500 

Phoenix.  Hartford   ....    1,500 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .      600 

17.    Carpenteria.  dwg: 
Atlas     $500 

8 .  Elmira,  packing  house ; 
Western  Assurance  .  .   .  $2,410 

19.    Grass  Valley,  fr  dwg  &  conts 
Liver'l  &  London  &  Globe  $1,000 

17.    Golden  Gate,  Alameda  co.. 
fr  dwg.  hhld  furni: 

Magdeburg     $4,250 

Helvetia 1,250 

15.    Glenn  CO.,  fr  dwg  and  couts; 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $2,500 

22,    Fresno,  fr  dwg : 
Prussian  National    ....  $700 

28.    Gait,  building: 

Firemans  Fund $700 

6.    Gait,  dwg  and  conts: 

Firemans  Fand $2,305 

iS.     Los  Angeles,  dwg  and  furni ; 

Firemans  Fund $600 

17.    Los  Angeles,  dwg: 

Western $500 

— .    Contra  Costa  co.,  hhld  fnrni: 

Western $500 

n>    Los  Angeles,  fr  dwg  &  conts : 

Home  Mutual $750 

6.    Los  Angeles,  machinery: 

Lancashire $1,000 

[o.    Los  Angeles,  fr  stable : 

London  Assurance     .  .   .  $2,500 


30.    Los  Angeles,  planing  mill; 

St.  Paul $800 

27.    Oakland,  fr  dwg : 

Ccftnmercial  Union  .  .  .  $i,coo 
17.    Oakland,  fr  dwg: 

Home  Mutual $586 

6.  Oakland,  fr  dwg  and  couts : 
Home  Mutual $557 

22.  Oakland,  dwg  and  furni : 
Firemans  Fand $i,475 

5.  Humboldt  co.,  farm  property : 
Continental $550 

— .    Mendocino  co.,  farm  prop: 
Continental $i,oco 

8.    Newcastle,  frdwg: 
Queen $600 

8.  Napa,  gen'l  mdse  and  bldg: 

Lancashire $500 

London  &  Lancashire  .  .   .    530 

23.  Napa,  dwg  and  hhld  furni: 
Firemans  Fund $1,510 

3.    Ratherford,    farm     and    out- 
houses : 
Hanover $620 

9.  Pomona,  gen'l  fire: 
Northern  Assurance     .  .   .  $800 

Phcenix,  Hartford 500 

American  Central 625 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe   .   .    500 
Home,  N.  Y 500 

25.  Penryn,  f r  livery  stable,  etc : 
Phuenix,  Hartfurd  ....  $1,000 
Palatine 750 

23.    Rocklin,  fr  dwg : 
^Etna $600 

12.  Riverside,  fr  dwg  and  conts  : 
Hartford $go8 

I.    Petaluma,  hop  kiln  and  dry 
hops: 
Sun,  London $1,000 

5.    Siskiyou,  quartz  mill  &dwgs: 

Palatine $2,835 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .    2,991 
Royal     2.034 

14.    Sheridan,  bldg  and  mdse : 
American  Central  ....  $1,000 
Royal 4.550 

7.  Shingle    Springs,  hhld  furni 

and  mdse: 
Northern  Assurance  .   .   .  $1,250 
Firemans  Fund 1.467 

iS.    Salinas,  bldg: 
Firemans  Fund $870 

I.  Salinas,  millinery: 
Norwich  Union $750 

II.  Santa  Clara  co.,  fr  dwg: 
Lancashire     $1,030 

12.    Placer  CO..  farm  property : 
Continental $2,300 


8.  San  Jose,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 
Home  Mutual $1,000 

I.    San  Diego,  mdse : 
Phenix,  Br $500 

20.  San  Diego,  barn  &  vehicles: 
Western $1,200 

24.    San  Joaquin,  dwg  and  conts : 
Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  $1,400 

9.  Solano  CO.,  barn  and  conts : 
Phenix,  Brooklyn    .   .   ..  $2,370 

23.  Shasta  co.,barn,  harness,  etc. 

Phenix,  Brooklyn  ....  $1,400 
15.    Sacramento,  dwg. : 

National,  Hartford    ....  $978 

21.  Sacramento  co.,  fr  dwg: 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .  $3,000 

20.  Santa  Barbara,  fr  dwg  and 

conts : 
Home,  N.  Y $1,083 

14.  Sacramento,  fr  dwg: 
Queen :   .  $725 

5.    Sacramento,  fr  dv'g&  conts: 
-Etna     $903 

15.  Sacramento,  frdwg; 
London  Assurance  ....  $i.ooo 

j6,    Tnolumne  eo^  fann  property : 

Continental ,    .  $1,250 

15.    Yuba  CO..  farm  property : 

Continental $i)45o 

19.    Tehama  co.,  fr  dwg: 

London  Assurance  .  .  .  $r,ooo 
26.    Tulare  co. ,  fr  dwg  &  conts : 

Manchester $500 

21.  WoodviUe,  fr  store  bldg  and 

gen'l  mdse: 
Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe     .  $2,500 
National,  Hartford  .  .   .    2,000 

Losses  under  $500  ....  $30,621 
Total  Cal..  S.  F.  ex  ,  $125,393 
* 
San  Francisco. 
3.    Br  bldg  and  mdse : 

Palatine $   690 

Svea 1.290 

Phenix,  Br .     500 

Pennsylvania  ......     500 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .   .     509 

12.  Store  bldg: 

Atlas     $836 

13.  Photo  gallery; 
Hamburg-Bremen  .   .   .   .$3,140 

23.    Chinese  pawn  shop: 

Transatlantic $   950 

Sun,  London S80 

21.    Fr  stable  and  conts : 
Hartford $1,000 

-.    Bldg: 
Franklin $1,000 
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19.    Bldt^s: 

North  German $2,300 

18.    Store  and  dwgs ; 

Atlas $,1300 

18.    Conts  of  dwg: 

Hartford S800 

18.    Dwg  and  hhld  fnmi : 

Firemans  Fund $1,962 

18.    Fr  store  bldg: 

Phcenix.  Hartford  ....  $1,000 
18.    Fr  bldg,  stores  and  dwgs : 
London  &  Lancashire  .  .  |6,2oo 

Royal  Exchange 3ooo 

iS.    Fr  mi  Ik  depot  and  dwgs : 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  ,  .$1,500 
iS-    Dairy  barn  conts  and   hhld 
fumi: 

-Etna     $2,169 

23.    Fr  dwg  and  conts : 

Home  Mutual $870 

29.    Lumber : 

Firemens,  Md $500 

26.    Iron  and   frame    bldgs    and 
conts : 

British  America $   500 

Svea 1,000 

Pennsylvania 500 

American 500 

Phenix,  Br 500 

Losses  under  $500  .  .  .  .$10,000 

Total  S.  F $45-516 

Total  California  .   .  $170,909 
Total  Coast    .   .   .    .$283,752 
Total  1S95  to  date    .  $4,141,563 
Corresponding  time 

last  year  .  ,  .  {5,001,852 


Losses  by  Companies. 
.\achen  &  Munich     ....  $       28 

Atlas 3.71S 

Alliance     529 

American,  Pa 2,672 

American  Ins.  Co.,  N.  J.    .     1.040 
American  Central     ....     5,467 

American  of  X.  Y 35 

^tna 6.799 


Milwaukee  Mechanics    .   .  2,097 

Manchester  Fire 8,342 

Northwestern  National    .  3,000 

North  German 4.881 

National.  Hartford  ....  5,523 

New  Zealand 1,602 

North  British  &  Mercantile  2.750 

Norwich  Union 3,495 

Northern  Assurance    ,   .   .  3,584 


British  America  Assur.  Co.       500       Orient      1,340 


Caledonian 1.925 

Connecticut      592 

Commercial  Union  ....  2.544 

Continental      22,710 

Firemens.  Md 507 

Firemans  Fund      17,990 

Franklin 1,000 

Fire  Association  of  Phila.  2,cS6 


German- American 
Gennania 


.  1.S43 
123 

Home  Mutual 6.865 

Hartford 10,630 

Hanover 2.372 

Hamburg-Bremen     .   .   ,   ,  6,809 

Helvetia 1.250 

Home,  N.  Y 6,295 

Imperial     1.616 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  America  4,871 

Liver'l  &  Lon.  &  Globe      .  11.238 

London  Assurance  ....  5,415 

Lancashire 3-714 

London  &  Lancashire     .   .  11.748 

Lion      1,350 

Magdeburg 4-360 


Phenix.  Br 14,396 

Pennsylvania 2,997 

Palatine 15,748 

Phoenix  of  London    ....  430 

Providence-Wash 

Phoenix  of  Hartford     .  .   .  12,024 

Patriotic .   . 

Prussian  National   ....  1,819 

Queen 2,480 

Royal  Exchange 4,561 

Royal 12,736 

Svea 6,587 

Scottish  Union  &  National  4,578 

St.  Paul 1.307 

Springfield 836 

Sun,  S.  F 

Sun,  London 5,000 

Transatlantic 2,610 

Underwriters 670 

Union  Assurance  Society  1.875 

United  Firemens 5C0 


Westchester    .  .   .   . 
Western  Assurance 


955 
6,441 


Battery  Street  Blaze. 
On  the  evening  of  December  7  fire  was  discovered 
in  the  Clark  building  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
Bush  and  Battery  streets,  San  Francisco.  It  was  a 
two-slory  brick,  with  four  stores  beneath  and  a 
clothing  factoiT  up  stairs.  The  fire  department 
was  able  to  confine  the  flames  to  the  building,  but 
the  water  damage  on  adjacent  premises  was  con- 
siderable. The  fire  patrol  rendered  noteworthy 
services,  and  saved  the  underwriters  thousands  of 
dollars.  The  insurances  as  reported  to  the  Coast 
Review  were  as  follows : 

STOCKS. 

Royal  &  Norwich  Union $  3.000 

*Etua 2,500 

London  &  Lancashire        6,000 

Palatine 7,000 

German-American 5,400 

Western 2,800 

British  America 2,100 

American,  N.  Y 2,100 

Hamburg-Bremen 5,000 

Phcenix,  London 10,000 

Patriotic 2.500 


National,  Hartford 5,000 

Springfield 2,500 

North  German 5,000 

Westchester 5,000 

Imperial 2,coo 

Continental 5,000 

Aachen  &  Munich 10,000 

Hanover 2,500 

Prussian  National 5,000 

Caledonian 6,250 

Manchester 7,750 

American.  N.J 3,000 

Home.  N.  Y 5i5oo 

Phoenix,  Hartford 5,5oo 

Magdeburg 5,000 

American  Central 2,000 

St.  Paul 2,250 

New  Zealand 5,000 

Lancashire 5,000 

Atlas 3.750 

Union,  London 5,000 

Milwaukee  Mechanics 5.000 

Ins.  Co.  North  America 2,500 

Scottish  Union 7,500 

Orient 2,5co 
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Royal  Exchange 7,500 

Total $171,400 

BUILDINU. 

Firemans  Fund ^  .   .     5.000 

Alliance 5.000 

$10,000 

Grand  Total $181,400 

The   Coast   Review  Directory  of  Fire  Insurance 
Field  Men  of  tlie  Pacific  Coast. 

Attached  Field  Men. 

riUEMAX:<    FUND. 

F.  H.  MoElhone.  Dallas,  Texas. 

F.  G.  White,  Denver.  Colorado. 

G.  F.  Ashton,  Spokane.  Wash. 
R;  P.  Fab],  Portland,  Or. 

L.  M.  Seaton,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

G.  H.  Mendell,  Jr.,  401  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 

R.  D.  Hunter,  401  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 

nOME    MUTUAL. 

W.  B.  Westlake,  318  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 

N.  C.  Parnum,  31.S  Califoi-nia  street,  San 
Francisco. 

L.  M.  Seaton,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

P.  R.  Fabj,  Portland,  Or. 

G.  F.  Ashton,  Spokane,  Wash. 

.iACHEN    4    MUNICH. 

O.  N.  Hall.  204  San.some  street,  San   Fran- 
cisco. 
0.  G.  Yates,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

ATLAS    ASSURANCE. 

E.  J.  Jolley,  309  Sansome  street,  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

William  Manning,  3og  Sansome  street,  San 
Francisco. 

iETNA. 

Ed.  C.  Morrison,  514  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 

Louis  Mel,  514  California  street,  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

W.  L.  Gazzam,  Seattle,  Wash. 

BUOWX,    CRAIG    i    CO.'S    AGEXCY. 

T.  J.  A.  Tiedeman,  407  Montgomery  street, 
San  Francisco. 

Chester  Deering,  407  Montgomery  street, 
San  Francisco. 

W.  H.  Hill,  407  Montgomery  street,  San 
Pi-ancisco. 

N.  B.  Whitley,  Seattle,  Wash. 

N.  H.  Gibbons,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

J.  H.  Clinkscales.  San  Diego.  Cal. 


BALFOUR,  GUTHRIE  4  CO.'S  AGEXCT. 

L.  B.  Edwards,  323  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 

R.  De  Lappe,  323  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 

F.  G.  Argall.  323  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 

H.  McD.  Spencer,  Portland,  Or. 

Chas.  A.  Tait,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

BUTLER   &    HALDAX    AGEXCV. 

B.  C.  Dick,  413  California  street,  San  Fran-. 
Cisco. 

C.  S.  Spinney,  413  California  street,  San 
Fi'aucisco. 

BKITI.SII    AMERICA    AND    WE.->TERX. 

E.  L.  Thompson,  Portland,  Or. 
R.  H.  Magill,  Oakland,  Cal. 

COXTIXEXTAL. 

J.  H.  Hartley,  321  Pine  street,  San  Francisco. 

F.  C.  Barkman,  321  Pine  street,  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

A.  G.  Ridliug,   321   Pine   street,  San   Fran- 
cisco. 
M.  E.  Green,  Portland,  Or. 

CdMMEKCIAL    UXIOX. 

W.  P.  Thomas,  301  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 

A.  T.  Von  Etlinger,  301  California  street, 
San  Francisco. 

E.  T.  Neihling,  Portland,  Or. 

CESAR    BERTHEAU'S    AGEXCV. 

A.  W.  Thornton,  210  Sansome  street,  San 
Francisco. 

CIIAS.   CHHISTEXSEX'S    AGENCY. 

Frank  C.  Story,  317  California  street.  San 
P''rancisco. 

FIRE   ASSOCIATiOX. 

Frank  M.  Avery,  308  Pine  street,  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

L.  F.  Lamping,  Seattle,  Wash. 

GERMAX-AMERICAX. 

Harry   Benner,  435   California   street,    San 
Francisco. 
Chas.  R.  Thompson,  Portland,  Or. 
A.  A.  Allen,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

IIAMBURG-BIiEMEX. 

Harry  C.  Boyd,  Portland,  Or. 

HARTFORD. 

J.  J.  Agard,  313  California  street,  San  Fi'an- 
cisco. 

John  M.  Holmes,  313  California  street,  San 
Fi'ancisco. 

Thomas  J.  Conroy,  Portland,  Or. 
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IXS.    CO.    OF    XOKTH    AMERICA. 

J.  K.  Hamilton.  412  California  street,  San 
Frauciseo. 

C.  O.  Scott,  412  California  street.  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

M.  H.  Merrill,  Portland,  Or. 

LOXDON    *    LANCASHIRE. 

\V.  B.  Hopkins,  315  Montgomery  street.  San 
Francisco. 

Sidne3-  H.  Smith,  315  Montgomery  street, 
San  Francisco. 

Sam.  B.  Stoy.  Portland.  Or. 

J.  K.  Urmstou,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

LOXDOX    4    XORTHERX. 

Frank  L.  Hunter,  221  Sansome  street.  San 
Fi-ancisco. 

F.  C.  H.  Robins,  221  Sansome  street,  San 
Francisco. 

LAXCA.SHIRE. 

Walter  M.  Speyer,  322  California  street, 
^an  Francisco. 

C.  O.  Hawley,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

LIVERPOOL   &    LONDON'    &    GLOBE. 

R.  G.  Brush,  422  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 

A.  G.  Sprowl.  Tacoina.  Wash. 

MAGUEBrRG. 

Leslie  Bates,  303  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 

NORTH    BRITISH    &    MERCANTILE. 

W.  H.  Bagley,  212  Pine  street,  San  Fran- 
cisco. 
J.  D.  Coleman.  Portland.  Or. 

NATIONAL  &    SPRINGFIELD. 

Leslie  H.  Lord,  409  California   street,    San 
Francisco. 
Hiram  H.  Lee.  Denver,  Colorado. 

B.  B.  Broomell,  Tacoma,  Wash. 
John  C.  Dornin,  Everett,  Wash. 

NORTH    GER-MAX. 

J.  H.  Ankele,  225  Sansome  street,  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

PHtENIX    &    HOME. 

Han'y  L.  RofF,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Paul  N.  Nippert,  " 

A.  P.  Sinclair,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Junius  Young,  " 

E.  E.  Casady, 

A.  F.  Gartner,  Portland,  Or. 

W.  E.  Clark, 

Wm.  Church.  Jr.,    " 

W^.  H.  Bonsall,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


PALATINE. 

Henry  T.  Fennel,  439  California  street.  San 
Francisco. 

Thomas  J.  Duffy,  439  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 

Edward  O.  Hug-hes.  Denver,  Colorado. 

F.  J.  H.  Manning,  Portland,  Or. 

ROBERT     DICKSON'S    AGENCY. 

J.  E.  Hendry,  501  Montgomery  street,  San 
Francisco. 

Guy  Francis,  501  Montgomery  street,  San 
Francisco. 

John  Marshall,  Jr..  501  Montgomery  street, 
San  Francisco. 

Ben  J.  Smith,  501  Montgomery  street,  San 
Francisco. 

Edward  Hall,  Portland,  Or. 

R.  M.  Thomson,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

ROYAL   AND  QUEEN. 

John  Fogarty,  500  Montgomery  street,  San 
Francisco. 

F.  M.  Gilcrest,  500  Montgomery  street,  San 
Francisco. 

J.  N.  Reynolds.  500  Montgomery  street,  San 
Francisco. 

H.  R.  Burke,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

J.  L.  Fuller,  Harrisburg,  Or. 

SCOTTISH    UNION    AND   ORIENT. 

Leslie  A.  Wright,  420  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 

James  H.  Morrow,  420  California  street.  San 
Francisco. 

SUN,    IMPERIAL   4    LION. 

W.  A.  Mathews,  205  Sansome  street,  San 
Francisco. 

W.  B.  Foster,  205  Sansome  street,  San  Fi'an- 
cisco. 

E.  C.  Johnson,  205  Sansome  street,  San 
Francisco. 

W.  H.  Raymond,  Portland,  Or. 

TRANSATLANTIC. 

D.  M.  McBean,  213  Sansome  street,  San 
Francisco. 

UNION    ASSURANCE. 

Harry  H.  Smith,  406  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 

Dixwell  Hewitt,  406  California  street,  San 
Fi'ancisco. 

WESTCHESTER. 

A.  K.  D.  Patterson,  215  Sansome  street,  San 
Francisco. 

Independent   Adjusters   and   Special  Agents. 

A.  R.  GuiTey.  401  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 
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E.  P.  Farnsworth,  401  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 

Peter  Outcalt,  401  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 

R.  H.  Norton,  401  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 

D.  B.  Wilson,  401  California  street,  Sau 
Francisco. 

J.  D.  Lavery,  423  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 

A.  J.  Wetzlar,  106  Leidsdorff  street,  San 
Francisco. 

Calvert  Mead,  106  Leidsdorff  street,  San 
Francisco. 

A.  A.  Andre.  106  Leidsdorff  street,  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

William  Reede,   215   Sansome   street,    San 
Francisco. 
■     Adolph  Wenzelburger,  508  California  street, 
San  Francisco. 

John  Ehrlich,  508  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 

T.  N.  Sj'ney,  508  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 

Amos  Sewell,  409  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 

William  L.  Chalmers,  Portland,  Or. 

W.  A.  Frazer,  Seattle,  Wash. 

B.  D.  Smalley,  " 
Stephen  E.  Barton,  " 

D.  M.  Bokee,  " 

Alfi-ed  A.  Jones,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
Chas.  A.  Layng,  " 

E.  E.  Squires, 

J.  P.  Hewlett,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Appraisers. 

Robert  Brotherton,  439  California  street, 
San  Francisco. 

Wm.  C.  Pease,  401  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 

J.  M.  Harcourt,  106  Leidsdorff  street,  San 
Francisco. 

J.  C.  Jepson,  418  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 

J.  P.  Treanor,  401  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 

Warren  S.  White,  401  California  street,  San 
Francisco. 

Godfrey  Fisher,  116  Montgomery  street.  San 
Francisco. 

Alex.  Neilson,  106  Leidsdorff  sti-eet,  San 
Francisco. 

D.  W.  Mcintosh,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


At  Chicago  the  fiue  depaktmknt  ii.\s 
been  testing  its  abilities  in  high  buildings. 
The  Masonic   Temple  is   about    twenty-three 


stories  high— so  high  in  fact  that  one  of  the 
elevators  is  a  "limited  express."  At  the 
door  on  the  ground  floor  a  guard  stands,  who 
cries  out,  "This  elevator  does  not  stop  under 
the  eighteenth  floor."  Water  was ■  forced  up 
through  the  stand  pipes.  The  pressure  at 
the  engines  vras  two  hundi'ed  and  fifty 
pounds;  on  the  roof  it  was  only  fifty-four 
pounds.  From  the  top  the  firemen  were  able 
to  shower  the  neighboring  buildings. 

Gleanings. 

The  Insurance  Press  speaks  highly  of  H.  R. 
Woodward,  the  new  superintendent  of  the 
accident  department  of  the  Fidelity  &  Cas- 
ualty. 

The  New  York  Board  says  that  zinc  dust  is 
liable  to  explode  spontaneously.  Several  fires 
from  this  cause  have  recentl.y  occurred  in 
warehouses. 

President  Harteau  of  the  Metropolitan 
Plate  Glass  Ins.  Co.  of  New  York  died  of  ty- 
phoid fever  last  month.  He  organized  the 
Metropolitan. 

The  Manchester  Fire  swallo\ved  the  Chi- 
cago business  of  the  Philadelphia  Teutonia, 
and  finding  it  a  tonic  and  not  too  tonic,  is 
ready  for  a  similar  draught. 

Tbe  Medical  Examiner. 

The  following  skit  is  by  an  alleged  humor- 
ist in  Judge: 

This  is  the  usual  experience  of  a  man  in 
perfect  physical  condition  who  makes  applica- 
tion for  a  life  insurance  policj' : 

Medical  examiner— "How  old  are  you  i" 

Applicant — "Twenty-five." 

Medical  examiner — "Um  !  Most  critical 
period  of  life.  Habits  not  formed.  May  go 
to  the  dogs  any  time.  Now  if  j'ou  were  tweutj' 
years  older  we  might— but  that  can't  be 
helped  now.  Have  to  make  the  best  of  it. 
Bad!     Bad!     Well,  do  you  drink  ;" 

Applicant — "I  have  never  tasted  a  drop  of 
any  kind  of  liquor." 

Medical  examiner — "No;  Bad  stomach,  no 
doubt.  Can't  stand  the  irritating  influence 
of  alcohol.  With  such  a  stomach,  I  suppose 
the  heart  is  not  as  strong  as  it  might  be.  Do 
you  smoke  or  chew  tobacco  (" 

Applicant — "I  have  never  used  tobacco  in 
any  form." 

Medical  examiner — "Of  course.  It  is  just 
as  I  supposed.  Your  heart  is  too  weak  for 
tobacco.  Bad  stomach,  weak  heart — the 
usual  combination.  Bad  !  Ver-y  bad  !  Have 
you  overbad  pneumonia  i" 


The  Coast  T^efihiv. 


483 


Applicant — -'Never  had  a  cold  of  any  kind 
since  I  was  a  baby." 

Medical  examincn- — •■Certainly  not.  It 
would  be  remarkable  if  it  were  otherwise.  A 
man  with  your  bad  stomach  and  weak  heart 
must  stay  in  the  house  nearly  all  the  time  and 
take  extraordinary  care  of  himself.  Sad  case, 
indeed.  Bad  stomach,  weak  heart,  life  spent 
in-doors — well,  have  you  had  any  of  these  dis- 
eases '."     (Names  forty-three. ) 

Applicant — "Never  had  a  touch  of  any  of 
them." 

Medical  examiner — "I  dare  say  you  did 
not.  With  all  the  complaints  to  which  you 
have  confessed,  you  could  not  very  well  have 
any  more  and  be  living.  I  don't  want  to  dis- 
courage you,  but  I  really  think — anyhow  I  will 
lay  your  case  before  our  medical  board  and 
you  will  be  iufoi'med  of  the  result.  Poor  fel- 
low !    Good-dav." 


lUegal  California  Matnal  Benefit  Schemes. 

The  California  insurance  department,  act- 
ing under  the  advice  of  the  attorney-general, 
has  begun  suits  against  a  number  of  local 
"mutual  [oflicers']  benefit"  schemes,  charg- 
ing them  with  being  fakes,  and  asking  the 
court  to  dissolve  such  corporations.  The  de- 
fendant humbugs  are 

American  Benei'olenf  Legion,  Mills  Bldg, 

Ancient  Order  of  Samaria  {not  in  directory), 

Fraternal  Argonauta,  S09  Market, 

Order  of  Pendo,6n5  California, 

Hoyal  Fraternal  Guardians,  31s  Pine, 
.  United  Workmen's  Alliance,  .'il.'i  California. 

Commissioner  Higgins  says  these  are  not 
secret  societies,  and  that  he  has  evidence  that 
their  certificate-holders  were  not  initiated. 
The  Coast  Review  has  "written  them  up" 
and  condemned  them  as  frauds.  The  authors 
of  section  451  of  the  civil  code  are  responsible 
for  the  creation  of  these  "fraternal"  swin- 
dles. 

Tlie  United  States  Casnalty. 

Benjamin  F.  Tracy,  president,  and  Charles 
S.  Fairchild,  treasurer,  of  the  heir  in  fact  of 
the  late  U.  S.  Mutual  Accident,  both  ex-cabi- 
net officers  at  Washington,  declare  over  their 
own  signatures  that  any  of  their  company's 
competitors  "would  have  been  willing  to  hare 
paid"  double  the  amount  for  the  business  of 
the  bursted  association.  But  this  is  not  say- 
ing they  would  have  been  willing  to  pay 
double  the  amount  the  U.  S.  Casualty  paid. 

These  misleading  citizens  admit  that  their 
company  has  a  contract  with  "a  gentleman" 
for  his  services  in  "twisting"  members  of 
the  U.  S.  Mutual  into  the  U.  S.  Casualty,  giv- 


ing him  a  share  of  the  profits  in  consideration 
of  a  certain  number  of  certificate-holders  of 
the  late  assessment  mutual.  The  claimants 
of  the  U.  S.  Mutual  have  uo  claim  on  these 
profits  nor  on  the  amount  paid  by  the  U.  S. 
Casualty  for  the  business,  nor  any  redress  for 
Mr.  Peet's  failure  to  sell  the  same  to  "the 
competitors"  who  would  willingly  have  paid 
"twice  the  amount"  paid. 

In  all  this  hubbub  raised  by  the  ex-cabinet 
officers  and  their  ex-agents,  Mr.  Peet,  ex- 
manager  and  manager,  preserves  a  discreet 
silence.  He  may  fire  up  after  a  while  and 
add  some  heat  to  this  controversy. 

Hew  Pnblications. 

Western  Insurance  Directory,  covering 
twelve  Western  States:  by  Rollins  Pub.  Co., 
Chicago.  Price  S.^.oo.  This  useful  book  con- 
tains fire  departments,  water  supplies,  gen- 
eral agents,  special  agents,  associations,  laws, 
etc.,  of  the  West  from  Indiana  to  Colorado  in- 
clusive.    An  exceedingly  useful  directory. 

Pennsylvania  Insurance  Laws,  1895,  with 
compliments  of  James  H.  Lambert,  insurance 
commissioner.     Gilt-edged. 

Reports  1S94  and  1895  Cal.  Building  and 
Loan  Associations:  Geo.  A.  Fisher  and  Wm. 
A.  Spalding,  commissioners. 

L.  L.  L.  Fifty  Law  Lessons :  a  60-page 
pamphlet  by  R.  W.  Osborn,  San  Francisco. 
Received  "  with  the  complimeutsof  the  Ad- 
juster Co."  These  entertaining  lessons  ran 
through  Brown.  Craig  &  Co. 's  Rambling 
Notes. 

Statutory  Requirements  Relating  to  Insur- 
ance in  the  United  States  and  Canada :  cor- 
rected to  November,  1895:  published  by  In- 
surance Journal  of  Hartford.  The  price  of 
this  valuable  compilation  is  S3. 00.  It  gives 
laws,  dates  of  legislative  sessions,  and  names 
of  insurance  commissioners,  arranged  alpha- 
betically, with  prominent  side  heads  and 
numerous  foot  notes  giving  sections  which 
are  digested. 

The  New  York  "splendid  fire-proop 
buildings"  constructed  before  1892  are 
not  fire-proof,  and  New  Yorkers  are  warned 
that  they  "lean  ou  rotten  staves."  So  says 
Chief  Bonner,  after  studying  the  Manhattan 
bank  ruins.  The  ii-on  work  in  front  could  not 
resist  the  heat  of  the  fire  across  the  street. 
It  expanded,  and  forced  out  the  iron  beams 
and  girders  from  their  resting  places  on  the 
supporting  piers.  Down  came  the  floors,  with 
their  boasted  fire-proof  brick  or  terra  cotta. 
The  falling  floor  columns  brought  down  the 
roof.     The   conclusion  is    that   no   building  is 
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safe  with  exposed  sti'uctural  iron-work.  The 
law  of  iSg2  requires  iroa-worli  to  be  cov- 
ered with  fire-proof  material,  but  the  fire- 
chief  says  the  law  is  not  observed. 


in  preference  to  iron  and  steel.  Substan- 
tially built  redwood  structures  are  almost 
fire-proof — at  least  vei'v  slow  burning. 


Fire  Patrol  Station  Ho.  1  to  be  Maintained. 

At  a  meetinfr  of  the  fire  underwriters  of 
San  Francisco  last  mouth,  to  finally  settle 
the  question  of  the  fate  of  the  fire  patrol  and 
inspection  bureau,  it  was  resolved  to  abolish 
the  Eddy-street  station  and  maintain  the 
down-town  station  on  Jessie  street.  This 
change  will  so  reduce  the  expenses  that  with 
all  the  companies  contributing  the  assess- 
ment on  the  reduced  city  premiums  will  be 
about  the  same  as  before  "the  war."  We 
ai-e  sorry  to  add,  however,  that  all  the  offices 
have  not  agreed  to  support  the  patrol  and 
bureau.  The  Continental  and  Westchester 
and  one  or  two  others  decline  to  con- 
tribute. The  Coutinentars  case,  we  fear,  is 
a  hopeless  one,  for  the  patrol  is  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  comply  with  its  condition  of  support — 
namely,  schedule  rating. 

The  Coast  Review's  position  in  this  unfortu- 
nate controversy  hardly  need  be  repeated. 
Whatever  may  be  thought  ou  the  question  of 
underwriters'  maintaining  fire  patrols,  the 
present  is  no  time  to  abolish  them  in  San 
Francisco.  Business  principle  should  be  sub- 
ordinate to  business  expediency,  under  exist- 
ing conditions.  With  greatlj-  reduced  cit.v 
premiums,  and  the  business  written  for  a 
long  time,  the  underwriters  can  least  afford 
to  incur  the  additional  losses  which  would  fol- 
low the  abolition  of  the  fire  patrol.  The  old 
arguments  against  underwriters'  fire  patrols 
do  not  apply  for  the  present  in  San  Francisco. 
The  situation  here  is  unique;  and  it 
seems  to  us  that,  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances, the  refusal  of  three  or  four  offices  to 
contribute  to  the  support  of  the  patrol  and 
bureau,  is  particularly  ungracious. 


The  New  York  fike  chief  says  that  a 
building  of  brick  and  j-ellow  pine,  in  case  of 
fire,  is  easier  to  manage,  and  the  contents 
have  more  chance  of  being  saved,  than  the 
modern  fire-proof  building.  In  the  former 
the  fire  burns  slowly,  without  "chance  to 
concentrate  its  heat"  as  in  the  iron  and  steel 
building.  The  firemen  can  handle  the  fire 
better,  with  a  chance  of  escaping  at  the  last 
moment.  In  the  iron-frame  building  the  dan- 
ger point  can  not  be  easily  located,  and  the 
building  is  likely  to  collapse  at  any  moment. 
The  Coast  Review  renews  its  suggestion  that 
the  New  Yorkers  build  of  California  redwood 


The  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.'s  Exoi.ishishaxch 
surprised  its  policyholders  with  a  statement 
of  its  business,  last  month.  As  the  result  of 
eight  years'  woi-k  a  premium  income  of  .£214,- 
510  cash  was  shown  for  1894.  Mr.  Haldeman, 
the  general  manager,  delivered  an  addi-ess  to 
the  company's  representatives.  He  asked 
them  to  stand  up  for  "the  cause  of  life  insur- 
ance" first  and  for  the  company  afterward. 
"You  can  never,"  he  said,  "create  business 
for  your  own  company  by  first  creating  dis- 
trust in  life  insurance  companies  generally." 
This  is  in  line  with  the  repeated  declaration 
of  the  Coast  Review. 


Ax     ERSTWHILE     PROMINENT     rOLITICIAX.     AX 

ex-state  comptroller  of  New  York,  one  Wem- 
ple,  is  under  arrest,  charged  with  setting  fire 
to  his  house  for  the  insurance  money.  We 
are  patiently  waiting  for  the  appearance  of 
newspaper  editorials  abusing  the  insurers  for 
not  paying  the  loss,  though  much  depends  on 
the  Wemple  "pull."        .  ' 


Our  Exchanges.— F.  C  Oviatt.  the  very  able  editor 
of  the  Argus  of  Chicago,  becomes  editor  of  the 
Chronicle  of  New  York  ufter  January  i.  We  are 
sure  a  better  man  for  the  place  could  not  have  been 
chosen.  The  underwriters  of  New  York  will  be 
pleased  with  Mr.  Oviatt  personally,  and  under  ob- 
ligations to  him  editorially  .  .  The  Life  Insur- 
ance Courant  is  the  name  of  a  new  monthly  by  A. 
J.  Flitcratt  of  Oak  Park,  111.  Mr.  F.  has  a  griev- 
ance against  the  Spectator,  and  this  Courant  will 
probably  shed  blood  someday.  For  a  machine-sel 
paper  Mr.  F.'s  venture  makes  a  fairly  creditable  ap- 
pearance .  .  .  Editor  Wilder  of  the  Kansas  Insur- 
ance Magazine  has  taken  into  partnership  his  son 
Carter,  who  is  a  chip  of  the  old  block,  and  is  not  a 
blockhead  either  Our  good  will  and  confidence  be- 
long to  D.  W.  &  Son  .  .  .  Col.  Toby,  of  the  States, 
wouldn't  hurt  a  fly,  but  he  has  a  Spartan  sword  for 
the  heart  of  every  insurance  fraud.  As  insurance 
commissioner,  under  the  secretary  of  state,  he  di- 
vides with  the  Lonisianians  the  congratulations  of 
the  Coast  Review  .  .  .  The  Insurance  Journal  of 
London— in  an  issue  containing  12.1  paragraphs,  of 
which  60  were  gleaned  from  American  sources— 
malces  merry  sadly,  after  the  English  fashion,  over 
Americ.m  insurance  journalism,  and  wonders  "  how 
it  happens  that  anyone  among  this  struggling  mob 
should  quit  his  scissors  and  paste-pot  to  lambast 
the  English  insurance  press.''  It  is  evident  that 
Mr.  Allison's  paper  at  the  Chicago  "meet"  woke 
up  at  least  one  English  editor.  .  .  .The  editor  of 
Insurance  is  bidding  for  the  support  of  the  Lloyds, 
in  his  own  original  way— a  way  thai  won  once  on  a 
time,  in  the  case  of  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund. 
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The  Anti-Rebate  Agreement. 

All  of  the  life  offices  which  signed  the 
famous  anti-rebate  agreemeut  have  issued  in- 
structions to  their  agents  to  carry  out  the 
agreement  to  the  letter.  Blank  pledges  have 
been  supplied  agents  for  signatures.  None  of 
the  non-signers,  as  printed  in  the  November 
Coast  Review,  has  since  signed.  It  is  under- 
stood, though,  that  the  Pacific  Mutual  will  do 
so  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  Meantime 
the  genera]  agents  for  California,  Messrs. 
Kilgarif  &  Beaver,  will  enforce  the  anti-re- 
bate agreement,  under  their  pledge  to  the 
Life  Underwriters  Association  of  San  Pi'an- 
cisco. 

President  Bulkeley  of  the  ^Etna  Life,  in 
conjunction  with  the  other  officers  of  the  com- 
pany, has  issued,  a  letter  to  agents,  present- 
ing the  grounds  for  refusing  to  sign  the  agree- 
ment, but  welcoming  any  good  effects  of  the 
movement.  Agents  are  asked  to  use  their 
influence  to  prevent  rebating,  and  to  promptly 
report  to  the  insurance  department  of  the 
state  any  instances  of  violation  of  the  anti- 
rebate  laws.  Agents  are  assured,  further,  in 
unmistakable  language,  "that  there  will  be  no 
place  in  the  ranks  of  the  ^-Etna  for  one  who 
disregards  the  welfare  of  the  business  and 
the  wishes  of  the  company  in  this  important 
matter." 

Vice-president  Halsey  of  the  Manhattan 
Life  sends  out  the  blank  pledges  and  certifi- 
cate to  be  signed  by  agent  and  solicitor.  No 
policy  will  be  issued  unless  the  certificate  of 
non-rebate  is  attached  to  each  application. 
Mr.  Halsej'  closes  his  letter  as  follows : 

"The  plan  adopted  by  the  companies  con- 
templates action  at  once  so  vigorous  and  far 
reaching  as  to  make  sure  that  any  violation  of 
the  compact  will  be  attended  with  the  most 
serious  consequences  to  the  offender;  this  is 
especially  seen  when  we  consider  that  the 
execution  of  the  compact  is  no  longer  left  to 
casual  action,  but  is  in  the  hands  of  gentle- 
men of  the  highest  character  and  standing, 
who  cannot  be  trifled  with  in  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  devolving  on  them.  We  say  this 
while  truly  saying  that  we  know  of  no  agent 
of  the  Manhattan  who  is  pursuing  this  per- 
nicious plan  of  obtaining  business.  It  there- 
fore comes  with  greater  grace  for  you  to  join 
in  the  denunciation  of  the  system,  and  to  join 
in  the  all  proper  action  in  discovering  and  fer- 
reting out  any  persons  who  may  violate  the 
compact ;  in  fact,  it  becomes  a  matter  of 
honor  that  every  agent  should  do  his  utmost 
in  discovering  and  punishing  all  such  offend- 
ers. ' ' 


The  National  Life  of  Vermont,  in  its  letter 
to  agents,  asking  for  signatures,  says: 

"  The  signature  of  the  National  Life  to  the 
anti-rebate  agreement  in  New  York,  October 
22,  1895,  onl_v  emphasized  the  rule  of  the  com- 
pan3',  for  several  years,  plainlj-  printed  in  its 
manual  of  instructions  to  agents.  This  com- 
pany emphatically  objects  to  rebating  and 
will  dispense  with  the  services  of  any  agent 
whom  it  iinds  violating  this  rule.  We  believe 
this  rule  is  in  harmony  with  the  views  of  our 
representatives  and  has  been  generally  ob- 
served, but  we  ask  and  expect  your  further 
co-operation  in  enabling  this  company  to  live 
up  to  its  promises." 

The  pledge  and  certificate  are  as  follows : 

AGENT'S  PLEDGE. 

To  the  Officers  of 

I  hereby  acknowledge  that  I  have  received  due 
notice  of  the  Pledge  or  Agreement  entered  into 
Oct.  12,  1895,  by  the  Life  Insurance  Companies  par- 
ties thereto,  the  purpose  of  said  Pledge  being  to 
prevent  rebating. 

I  hereby  agree  that  I  will  in  all  respects  abide  by 
said  agreement;  that  I  will  not  pay  or  allow,  or 
offer  to  pay  or  allow,  any  rebate  of  any  premium, 
directly  or  indirectly  for  any  policy  issued  through 
me;  and  that  I  will  abide  by  any  decision  of  the 
Referee  under  said  Pledge. 

I  further  agree  to  conform  to  any  rule  established 
by  you  for  carrying  out  said  Pledge ;  that  in  case 
of  any  violation  thereof,  or  in  case  of  any  decision 
by  the  Referee  under  said  Pledge  that  I  have  been 
guilty  of  rebating,  such  violation  or  decision  shall 
be  sufficient  ground  for  my  dismissal  from  the  ser- 
vice of  your  company.  This  agreement  is  signed 
by  me  as  a  provision  or  modification  of  any  con- 
tract now  existing  between  me  and  your  company. 

THE  SOLICITOIt'S   OR  BKOKER'S  CERTIFICATE. 

The  following  declaration  must  be  signed  by 
each  agent,  broker,  or  other  person  who  fur- 
nishes to  the  company  direct  or  through  any 
of  its  agents,  an  application  for  insurance, 
and  must  be  attached  to  each  application  so 
submitted : 

1  hereby  declare  that  I  have  not  paid  or  allowed, 
nor  offered  to  pay  or  allow  nor  agreed  hereafter  to 
pay  or  allow,  any  rebate  of  premium  in  any  manner 
whatsoever,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  orin  behalf 

of whose  application  I  have  written  and 

which  is  hereto  attached  for  a  policy  of  insurance 
in  the Co. 

The  most  hopeful  sign  of  all  is  the  earnest- 
ness shown  by  the  companies.  The  plan  is  to 
be  thoroughly  tried.  The  commission — Maj. 
Merrill  and  Gov.  Russell — will  receive  the 
cordial  co-operation  of  the  life  offices.  The 
success  of  the  movement  rests  with  the 
agents  and  solicitors;  providing  of  course, 
that  in  due  time  the  companies  will  establish 
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moderate  commission  i-ates.  Unless  they  do 
this,  rebating  will  never  cease,  law  or  no  law, 
agreement  or  no  agreement:  and  unless  they 
fix  a  moderate  commission  rate  soon,  some 
lukewarm  company— there  may  be  such — may 
by  evasion  or  neglect  burst  the  compact. 

The  high  commissions  of  the  recent  past 
grew  out  of  rebating.  If  retained,  they  will 
inevitably  cause  rebating.  The  temptation 
to  rebate  an  excessive  commission  is  irresist- 
ible. The  companies'  managers  realize  this, 
of  course,  and  they  may  be  relied  upon  to 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  regulate  commis- 
sions as  soon  as  possible.  There  should  be 
uniform  rates  of  commission  in  life  insurance 
as  in  fire  insurance. 


The  Bankers  Alliance  Endorsements. 

"  The  Coast  Review's  recent  exposure  of 
this  assessment  association  has  had  a  good 
effect.  The  managers  have  found  it  neces- 
sary to  take  extraordinary  measures  to  neu- 
tralize in  some  degree  the  effects  of  the 
Coast  Review's  calcium  light.  More  or  less 
prominent  business  men  who  know  nothing  of 
lite  insurance  have  been  persuaded  to  express 
confidence  iu  the  hat-passer  and  its  manage- 
ment. Down  in  Los  Angeles  they  are  called 
"chamber  of  commerce"  men.  Up  in  Idaho 
they  are  "representative  business  men,"  be- 
giuuiug  with  policemen  and  ending  with  the 
governor— all,  presumably,  insured  "at  half 
price"  with  accident  insurance  thrown  in, 
and  unduly  grateful  for  their  great  bargain 
at  the  Bankers  Alliance  shop.  All  this  tickles 
us  mightily.  Our  sympathies  are  not  for  the 
"prominent  members"  who  let  their  names 
to  the  Los  Angeles  humbug  for.  or  without  a 
consideration . 

The  ease  with  which  the  Bankers  Alliance 
crowd — Mouser,  Blagge,  et  al. — secured  these 
names,  governor  and  chief  and  general  and 
major  and  doctor  and  printer  and  undertaker 
and  all,  reminds  us  of  the  extraordinary  suc- 
cess of  the  Universal  Marriage  Endowment 
Association  and  the  Bankers  &  Merchants 
of  San  Francisco.  The  managers  of  these 
humbugs  secured  the  endorsements  of  mer- 
chants, printers,  judges  and  legislators,  in- 
cluding (they  said)  the  late  Senator  Stan- 
ford. And  both  these  insurance  associa- 
tions, strengthened  by  the  endorsements  of 
business  and  professional  men,  reached  out  a 
little  further  and  raked  in  a  few  more  dollars. 
Then  they  bursted  ! 

The  public  which  puts  any  confidence  in 
these  "references"  or  "endorsements" 
should  draw  the  moral. 


The  Royal  and  Norwich  Union. 

On  January  ist  next  the  Royal  and  Nor- 
wich Union,  for  many  years  operating  in  this 
field  under  joint  contract,  will  separate,  the 
Norwich  Union  retiring  from  the  agency.  On 
September  30th  last  the  Royal  gave  the  re- 
quired ninety  days  notice.  As  we  under- 
stand, the  separation  is  an  amicable  one. 

Some  few  years  ago  the  Royal  acquired  the 
Queen  of  England,  and  for  convenience  and 
other  reasons  of  its  own  the  Royal  organized 
the  Queen  of  America,  which  has  been  repre- 
sented in  this  field  by  Manager  Robt.  Dick- 
son. 

The  Royal  people  have  for  some  time  been 
contemplating  the  separation  above  noted. 
The  Queen  of  America  will  take  the  place  of 
the  Norwich  Union  under  Mr.  Watt's  man- 
agement. 

Concerning  the  change  of  companies  man- 
ager Watt  on  December  5th  issued  a  circular 
letter  to  the  agents  of  the  Roj'al  in  .which  he 
says: 

"It  may  not  be  out  of  place  for  me  at  this 
time  to  state  to  you  that  after  many  years  of 
association— first  as  the  Royal,  Norwich  -Union 
and  Lancashire,  and  latterly  as  the  Royal 
and  Norwich  Union,  in  the  Pacific  depart- 
ment, the  Royal  has  concluded  its  best  inter- 
ests would  be  subserved  by  operating  this 
department  alone ;  therefore,  on  September 
30th  last,  I  tendered  my  resignation  of  the 
management  of  the  Norwich  Union  to  take 
effect  December  31st  next. 

"  The  severance  of  our  business  association 
with  the  Norwich  Union  will  in  no  wise  affect 
the  vei-y  fi-iendly  feeling  we  have  for  them 
and  have  reason  to  believe  they  entertain  for 
us.  The  change  is  a  most  natural  one,  and 
results  from  the  desire  of  the  Royal  to  occupy 
an  independent  position  in  the  prosecution  of 
its  business. 

"The  Queen  Insurance  Co.— The  advent  of 
this  sterling  company  to  this  office  will  be  in 
direct  line  with  the  determination  outlined 
above.  The  Royal  some  years  ago  acquired 
the  entire  business  and  plant  of  the  Queen 
Insurance  Co.  of  Liverpool,  and  has  since  that 
time  conti-olled  its  business  in  America.  The 
Queen  has  about  4^4,000,000  cash  assets,  nearly 
Si, 250,000  net  surplus,  and  enjoys  a  premium 
income  in  the  United  States  of  over  S2,ooo.ooo 
per  annum.  The  company  will  write  large 
lines  on  the  approved  risks  and  w-ill  in  all  re- 
spects do  business  on  the  same  principles  as 
govern  the  underwriting  of  the  Royal." 

Under  the  new  arrangement  Manager  Watt 
has  been  granted  increased  facilities  as  to 
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lines,  etc. ;  and  we  have  no  doubt  as  to  the 
success  of  the  Royal  and  Queen  in  this  de- 
partment uuder  Mr.  Watt's  maua<?enient. 


even  hesitate."  We  hope  to  be  able  to  say 
that  soon  of  the  movement  to  reorganize  in 
San  Francisco. 


The  Korwicl  Union. 

At  the  present  time  United  States  Man- 
ager Hare  of  the  Norwich  Union  is  in  this 
city,  and  up  to  the  time  of  going  to  press  has 
not  made  up  his  mind  where  he  will  place  the 
Norwich  Union.  It  appears  to  Mr.  Hare  that 
the  present  condition  of  underwriting  in  this 
field  is  not  very  encouraging,  and  he  has  not 
yet  determined  whether  he  will  open  an  in- 
dependent branch  for  the  Norwich  Union  or 
join  hands  with  some  already  established 
office.  The  Norwich  Union  is  a  fine  company, 
and  we  understand  that  a  number  of  gentle- 
men in  the  profession  would  be  pleased  to  be- 
come its  manager. 


Failure  of  the  State  Insurance  Company. 

We  were  able  to  make  a  brief  mention  of 
the  long  expected  downfall  of  the  State  In- 
surance Co.  of  Salem,  Or.  The  secretary,  E. 
C.  Giltner,  has  been  appointed  receiver.  The 
Firemans  Fund  has  taken  over  a  good  deal 
of  the  business,  having  made  arrangements, 
with  the  consent  of  the  court,  to  reinsure  pro 
rata  and  take  an  order  for  the  unearned 
premium.  The  State  had  about  $190,000  bus- 
iness on  its  books,  and  it  has  considerable 
assets  which  will  yield  handsomelj-  in  time. 

For  some  time  the  State  has  been  in  a  pre- 
carious way  indeed.  Even  the  local  papers 
growled  because  Salem  company  "seldom  if 
ever  paid  a  loss  until  the  law  was  resorted 
to."  The  failure  of  a  local  bank  was  seized 
as  a  pretext  for  an  application  for  a  receiver. 
The  days  of  the  State  Ins.  Co.  were  num- 
bered. The  Newberg  paper  said,  "a  good 
word  is  never  heard  spoken  of  the  company." 

The  State  was  organized  several  years  ago 
by  H.  W.  Cottle,  formerly  of  the  Washington 
Mutual.  When  he  abandoned  it  the  Coast 
Review  said  lookout !  A  year  ago  the  Coast 
Review  again  sounded  a  note  of  warning.  In 
the  January  number  we  asked  the  secretary 
of  state  to  examine  the  company,  and  added, 
"all  our  information  in  the  case  of  the  State 
points  to  a  serious  condition  of  its  affairs." 
Mr.  Kincaid  did  not  examine,  and  the  failui'e 
of  the  State  again  vindicates  the  Coast  Re- 
view. The  same  class  of  people  that  ignored 
the  Coast  Review's  warning  are  now  insuring 
in  the  Bankers  Alliance  of  Los  Angeles. 


The  Magdeburg  Affair. 

At  the  present  writing,  Mr.  Frank  of  Gutte 
&  Frank  informs  us,  the  Magdebm-g  has  not 
yet  chosen  a  manager  for  its  United  States 
branch,  nor  decided  as  to  the  state  in  which 
it  will  make  its  deposit.  There  has  been 
some  talk  of  retaliation,  affecting  the  Magde- 
burg and  one  other  Prussian  company,  be- 
cause of  the  ruling  of  the  Prussian  minister 
in  the  case  of  the  American  life  affairs ;  but 
in  any  event  the  Magdeburg  will  go  ahead 
and  organize  its  United  States  branch.  It  is 
not  likely  that  extreme  measures  will  be 
adopted,  and  at  most  the  management  of  the 
Magdeburg  would  merely  be  inconvenienced. 


Asked   whether   the  fast  mail  stopped  at 

the  station  the  darkey  replied,  "  She  do  not 


Retaliation. 

The  action  of  the  Prussian  ministry,  expell- 
ing the  semi-tontine  American  companies,  has 
been  resented  in  a  spirited  fashion.  Presi- 
dent Cleveland  in  his  message  to  congress  re- 
fers to  this  matter  in  the  following  passage 
on  German  discrimination : 

"Our  great  insurance  companies,  for  ex- 
ample, having  built  up  a  vast  business  abroad 
and  invested  a  large  share  of  their  gains  in 
foreign  countries  in  compliance  with  the  local 
laws  and  regulations,  then  existing,  now  find 
themselves  within  a  narrowing  circle  of  oner- 
ous and  unforseen  conditions,  and  are  con- 
fronted by  the  necessity  of  retirement  from 
a  field  thus  made  unprofitable,  if  indeed  they 
are  not  summarily  exiielled,  as  some  of  them 
have  lately  been  fi'om  Prussia." 

The  Missouri  law  expressly  provides  for 
retaliation,  and  the  commissioner  has  notified 
Manager  Letton  of  the  Prussian  National 
that  the  law  will  be  enforced  against  his  com- 
pany. A  conference  of  commissioners  was 
held  in  New  York  last  month,  to  take  some 
action  in  the  matter.  Resolutions  were 
drawn  up  favoring  the  adoption  of  a  law  sim- 
ilar to  the  Missouri  statute.  The  Kentucky 
department  is  said  to  be  in  favor  of  retalia- 
tion. The  California  department,  Mr.  Hig- 
gins  informs  us,  will  take  no  notice  of  the  mat- 
ter. 

We  have  not  3'et  seen  a  clear  statement  of 
the  grievance  of  the  American  companies.  It 
is  not  clear  whether  the  obnoxious  Prussian 
laws  were  adopted  after  the  American  com- 
panies planted  their  agencies  in  Berlin,  nor 
whether  the  rulings  affect  in  fact  the  Prus- 
sian companies  as  well  as  the  semi-tontine  or 
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dividend-accumulating  Amei'ican  offices.  It 
is  easy  to  say  these  laws  apply  to  the  Prus- 
sian life  companies  as  well,  but  if  they  apply 
only  to  a  form  of  policies  or  a  method-  of  book- 
keeping thereuudei-,  and  a  form  not  issued  by 
the  Prussian  ofBces,  then  the  legislation  is 
unfair,  and  is  manifestly  directed  against  the 
American. 

But  as  we  have  said,  the  cases  of  plaintiff 
and  defendants  have  not  been  clearly  stated, 
in  the  Eastern  insurance  press  at  least.  The 
whole  affair  is  unfoi-tunate.  The  Prussians 
have  taken  a  narrow  view  of  this  matter,  and 
the  American  life  and  (shall  we  say  ':)  the 
English  fire  offices  have  taken  a  scarcely  less 
narrove  view.  If  there  is  to  be  retaliation,  it 
should  be  effective.  Congress  is  the  author- 
ity to  appeal  to.  Nothing  that  the  New  York 
-insurance  department  or  any  number  of  in- 
surance departments  operating  under  retalia- 
tory laws  may  do  will  accomplish  anything  in 
the  matter. 

All  that  the  affected  Prussian  companies 
have  to  do  to  I'ender  nugatory  such  legisla- 
tion is  to  reorganize  their  American  branches 
as  American  companies.  It  is  an  easy  matter 
to  procure  a  charter  and  convert  deposits  into 
capital.  The  Magdeburg,  and  the  Prussian 
National  as  well,  we  are  sure,  would  capital- 
ize their  American  branches  and  turn  them 
out  as  full-fledged  American  eagles,  rather 
than  become  the  innocent  victims  of  a  retalia- 
tory law. 

The  Field  Men's  Association. 

The  field  men  in  the  Northwest  have  com- 
pleted an  organization  at  Portland,  to  be 
called  the  Field  Men's  Association.  OfBcers 
have  been  elected  as  follows :  President,  E. 
T.  Niebling ;  vice-president,  Harry  Boyd  ;  sec- 
ond vice-president,  W.  H.  Raymond ;  secre- 
tary and  treasurer,  R.  P.  Fabj.  Twenty  or 
more  special  agents  representing  twenty-flve 
or  thirty  offices,  have  signed  the  constitution, 
and  it  is  believed  all  will  sign.  At  the  pres- 
ent writing  the  members  of  the  new  associa- 
tion are  as  follows : 

E.  T.  Niebling  ■ Commercial  Union 

Harry  C.  Boyd Hamburg-Bremen 

W.  H.  Raymond Imperial,  Lion,  Sun 

R.  P.  Fab] Firemans  Fund 

A.  F.  Gartner Home  and  Phoenix 

J.  D.  Coleman North  British  &  Mercantile 

T.  J.  Conroy Hartford 

W.  C.  Calder New  Zealand 

W.  H.  Merrill Ins.  Co.  of  North  America 

Dixwell  Hewett Union  of  London 

L.  F.  Lamping Fire  Association 

E.  G.  Sprowl Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe 


W.  T.  Gazzam .Etna 

E.  L.  Thompson     .   .  British  America  and  Western 

L.A.Wright Scottish  Union  and  Orient 

Charles  R.  Thompson Gei-man-American 

B.  B.  Broomell National  and  Springfield 

G.  F.  Ashton '.    .  .   .  Firemans  Fund 

H.  McD.  Spencer  .  .  American,  N.  J.,  Manchester, 
and  Caledonian. 
The  executive  committeemen  are  J.  D. 
Coleman,  A.  P.  Gartner  and  T.  C.  Conroy, 
who  are  good  selections.  The  primary  work 
of  the  association  will  be  to  support  the  rules 
and  rates  of  the  Northwest  Insurance  Associ- 
ation, and  to  restrict  the  ci'edit  evil.  Later, 
excess  commissions  will  receive  attention. 
No  class  of  insurance  men  are  better  able  to 
throttle  this  "excess"  viper  than  organized 
special  agents. 

Tlie  San  Francisco  Fire  Underwriters'  Meetings. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  fire  underwriters 
of  San  Francisco  was  held  on  Tuesday,  Decem- 
ber 3.  The  attendance  was  large  and  the 
results  were  very  satisfactory.  An'  adjourn- 
ment was  taken  until  Tuesday,  December  10. 
Various  sections  of  the  proposed  constitution 
were  discussed  thoroughly,  and  somewhat 
warmly  at  times.  Informal  votes  were 'taken 
to  determine  the  sentiments  of  the  meetings, 
and,  naturally,  there  were  radically  different 
views  presented.  It  is  still  evident  that 
both  sides  must  make  liberal  concessions  if 
there  is  to  be  any  reorganization  soon.  The 
"fortunes  of  war"  have  not  placed  either 
side  hoj-s  Ac  comhat. 

We  believe  that '  these  inevitable  conces- 
sions will  be  made,  and  that  the  fire  under- 
writers of  San  Francisco  will  come  together 
again  in  a  much  needed  organization  of  some 
kind.  In  some  quarters  there  is  apparently  a 
feeling  that  the  fight  might  be  continued  a 
little  longer  with  some  advantage,  but  these 
possible  benefits  are  too  uncertain  to  justify 
any  extreme  position  which  might  prevent  re- 
organization. 

The  matter  of  compensation  to  agents  is 
now  under  consideration.  It  easily  exceeds 
in  importance  all  other  points  upon  which  the 
underwriters  differ,  and  upon  its  satisfactory 
adjustment  the  fate  of  this  effort  to  reorgan- 
ize depends. 

San'  Francisco  has  a  new  small  wateh 
tower,  built  in  the  city.  At  the  trial  the  bat- 
tery was  mounted  on  "the  running  gear"  of 
a  buggy.  With  three  engines  and  six  lines  a 
horizontal  stream  was  thrown  276  feet  from  a 
2i|  inch  nozzle.  The  new  dwarf  tower  can  be 
easily  transported  up  hills  and  can  be  operat- 
ed in  alleys. 
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Plate  Glass. 
Two  new  plate-glass  insurers  have  been  or- 
ganized in  Glasgow,  as  we  learn  from  the  Lon- 
don Spectator.  Further,  that  the  largest 
plate  glass  in  Scotland  measures  12  ft.  6  in.  by 
12  ft.  6  in.,  and  is  valued  at  £70;  further, 
that  a  plate  glass  far  larger  than  the  Glasgow 
glass  is  in  London,  measures  21  ft.  3  in.  width 
by  9  ft.  6  in.  in  height,  and  is  valued  at  £120. 


Life  and  Casnalty  Farag:raptis. 

BuRGL-iRT  INSURANCE. — The  New  England 
Burglary  Ins.  Co.  was  organized  in  Boston  in 
November.  It  ought  to  do  some  business  in 
San  Francisco. 

Miss  Emii.t  A.  R.ixsom,  daughter  of  Col. 
Ransom  of  the  Standard,  read  a  thoughtful 
paper  at  the  Atlanta  fair  to  the  Atlanta 
"fair,"  on  Life  Insurance  for  Women. 

At  last  week's  meeting  of  mutual  acci- 
dent underwriters  at  Atlanta  it  was  resolved 
that  the  use  of  the  bicycle  increases  the  haz- 
ard, and  that  the  increase  should  be  covered 
by  an  additional  charge  or  bj'  reduction  in 
indemnity. 

The  Covexaxt  Mutual. — According  to  the 
Insurance  Magazine,  Odd  Fellows  in  Bloom- 
ington.  111.,  who  belong  to  the  Covenant  Mu- 
tual benefit  of  Galesburg,  held  a  meeting, 
Nov.  i&th,  and  instructed  delegates  to  the 
gi'and  lodge  to  inquire  into  the  condition 
and  management  of  the  Galesburg  Covenant 
Mutual.  They  say  that  the  expense  of  "  in- 
surance'' in  that  concern  "  is  becoming  un- 
bearable. ' ' 

The  attention-  of  "life  men"  is  directed 
to  our  index  at  the  end  of  the  "Chips"  this 
month.  We  suggest  that  they  cut  out  the 
"Assessment  Companies"  and  paste  on  the 
cover  of  the  January  number,  and  preserve 
the  twelve  numbers  for  awhile,  if  they  do  not 
bind  them.  In  the  advertising  departments 
of  the  March  and  April  numbers  will  be  found 
the  tables  of  retired  and  reinsui-ed  old  line  com- 
panies and  a  list  of  dead  Coast  co-operatives. 
The  minimum  cost  table  was  printed  in  the 
June  Coast  Review.  These  three  tables  make 
serviceable  leaflets. 


Chips. 

— E.  A.  Kober  and  J.  B.  Lanktree  have  opened 
an  insurance  office  at  S06  Broadway,  Oakland. 

— The  New  England  Insurance  Exchange  pro- 
poses to  repeal  the  co-insurance  clause  on  un- 
protected property. 


— W.  J.  Clemens  of  Portland  was  in  town  last 
month. 

— Chas.  R.  Bonsel  succeeds  A.  G.  Wishon  at 
Tulare,  Cal. 

— Alfred  Stillman  of  Portland,  Ore.,  visited 
San  Francisco  last  week. 

—J.  D.  Maxwell  and  other  San  Francisco 
plate-glass  men  have  formed  a  compact. 

— Coast  Fire  Losses. — Indications  now  point 
to  a  total  loss  of  a  half  million  less  in  1895  than 
in  1894. 

— Manager  Pardee  of  the  Fidelity  &  Casualty 
Company  has  moved  into  handsome  offices  in 
the  Mutual  Life  building. 

— Warren  L.  Gazzam,  special  agent  of  the 
-Etna  in  the  Northwest,  with  headquarters 
at  Seattle,  Wash.,  is  in  San  Francisco. 

— Marine. — The  Firemans  Fund  libeled  the 
British  bark  Shai-pshooter  for  money  advanced 
at  Gua.ymas  to  the  captain,  T.  T.  Watt. 

— F.  H.  McElhone,  of  Dallas,  Texas,  special 
agent  of  the  Firemans  Fund  for  Texas,  Louis- 
iana, and  Arkansas,  is  visiting  California. 

— The  Commercial  street  5-cent-a-meal  res- 
taurant man  contemplates  establishing  a 
branch  shop  on  California  street — if  the  insur- 
ance rate  war  continues  much  longer. 

— Rev.  A.  F.  Hitchcock,  of  Suisun,  Cal.,  has 
exchanged  the  pulpit  for  an  insurance  agencj'. 
He  has  been  appointed  local  agent  for  Brown, 
Craig  &  Co. 's  agency  and  for  the  Pacific  Mu- 
tual Life  Ins.  Co. 

— B.  Lewis,  repi-esenting  the  International 
"of  Sansome  street,"  hired  a  horse  and  buggy 
at  Petaluma,  and  has  not  since  been  heard  of 
by  the  officers  who  are  seeking  him  with  a 
warrant.     Lewis  is  about  45  years  old. 

—The  Chalmette  Fire  Ins.  Co.  of  New  Or- 
leans, with  a  fictitious  capital,  lasted  a  short 
while.  The  vice-president  was  the  president 
of  the  bank  where  the  Chalmette  had  a 
fictitious  deposit.  The  stock-holders  have  been 
sued. 

— Hagan  Bros,  have  been  appointed  city 
agents  of  the  Aachen  &  Munich.  They  have 
been  city  agents  of  the  Phoenix  of  Hartford 
for  some  time.  These  gentlemen  are  the  sons 
of  the  senior  member  of  the  old  firm  of  Hagan 
&  Manheim. 

—WANTED :  The  Agency  for  a  good  Board  Fire  In- 
surance Co..  by  an  old  established  firm.  Address  Box 
420,  Seattle,  Washington. 
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— A  thing  of  beauty  is  the  Pi-ovident  Savings 
Life's  calendar,  with  four  childi'en  represent- 
ing the  seasons.  It  is  the  ijrettiest  card  we 
have  yet  seen.  ~ 

— Wm.  G.  Burton,  who  "does  not  have  a  very 
good  i-eputation,"  has  left  Portland,  Or.,  for 
parts  unknown.  He  had  been  soliciting  for 
the  svs'indling  Preferred  Bond  &  Investment 
Co. 

^The  St.  Louis  board  has  expelled  a  firm  be- 
cause they  employed  a  woman  as  solicitor. 
The  fact  that  she  succeeded  to  her  late 
husband's  business  under  the  terms  of  a  con- 
tract made  no  difference  to  these  St.  Louis 
moss-backs. 

— Don  A.  M.  L.  de  Ferrer,  formerly  the  Pooh- 
bah  of  an  Oakland  hat-passer,  latterly  the 
proprietor  of  an  assessment  insurance  organ 
in  San  Francisco,  has  been  convicted  of  big- 
amy and  sent  to  San  Quentin  for  tvi'o  years. 
The  don  is  done  for. 

— Chief  Sullivan  of  the  San  Francisco  fire  de- 
partment was  altogether  too  free  with  his 
comments  on  fii-e  patrol  matters.  He  dis- 
cussed the  recent  situationi('"  not  too  warmly," 
he  said)  with  all  the  ignorance  and  confidence 
of  a  newspaper  reporter. 

— The  Svea  has  deposited  $200,000  in  Connec- 
ticut, and  appointed  that  well  known,  and  to 
many  underwriters  too  well  known,  firm  of 
Weed  &  Kennedy,  general  managers.  Brown, 
Craig  &  Co.  will  continue  to  represent  the 
Svea  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 

— Unless  a  central  organization  is  formed  at 
an  early  day  in  San  Francisco  the  local  organ- 
izations in  the  Northwest  cannot  last  long. 
So  say  the  specials  in  that  field.  The  claim 
is  that  something  must  be  done  to  get  the 
San  Francisco  managers  "in  line"  or  the 
local  agents  will  "fall  down." 

— The  National  Life  selects  a  national  subject 
for  its  'g6  calendar — Ethan  Allen  at  Ticon- 
deroga.  It  is  a  spirited  pictui'e,  with  stern 
Ethan,  sword  in  hand,  depicted  as  confronting 
the  Britisher  and  demanding,  "in  the  name 
of  the  great  Jehovah  and  the  Continental  con- 
gress," the  surrender  of  the  fort. 

— Excess  commission  contracts  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest  threaten  the  dissolution  of  all 
local  organizations  in  that  field.  The  San 
Francisco  managers  who  are  forcing  the 
twenty-five  per  cent,  commission  contracts 
for  temporary  gain  will  soon  find,  by  sad  ex- 
perience, that  rates  cannot  be  maintained  in 
towns  where  excess  commissions  are  paid. 


— Santa  Clara  waterworks  throw  streams  150 
feet  high. 

— T.  S.  Comden,  of  San  Jose,  Cal,,  has  cour- 
ageously embarked  in  the  insurance  .business. 

—United  States  Manager  J.  Montgomery 
Hare  of  the  Norwich  Union  is  spending  a  few 
weeks  in  San  Francisco. 

—The  Investor's  gentlemanly  mention  of  our 
Bankers  Alliance  Extra  brought  us  several 
orders  from  Los  Angeles.  We  have  only  a 
few  copies  left.     Order  immediately. 

— The  Evandale  and  the  Strothnevis,  bound 
for  Yokohama,  and  the  Gorsedd  from  Singa- 
pore for  Tacoma,  were  long  overdue,  last 
month,  and  reinsui-ance  offers  ranged  from  40 
to  go  per  cent.  Two  of  these  vessels  have 
since  been  sighted. 

— General  Agent  Jno.  E.  Stevens,  of  the- acci- 
dent department  of  the  Pacific  Coast  agency 
of  the  ^tua  Life,  has  appointed  Geo.  H.  Mur- 
dock  and  Homer  E.  Osboru,  San  Francisco 
agents,  under  the  firm  name  of  Osboru,  Mur- 
dock  &  Co.      The  yEtna  has  $42,000,000  assets. 

— The  Napa,  Cal.,  Journal  wants  the  insur- 
ance companies  "particularv  interested"  to 
help  supply  the  department  with  tarpaulins, 
which  by  reducing  the  fire  loss  will — persuade 
meivhants  to  carr.v  smaller  "lines"  on  mer- 
cantile goods,  and  thereby  reduce  the  insur- 
ance premium  receipts. 

— The  Life  Underwriters'  Association  of  San 
Francisco  liolds  its  first  annual  banquet  some 
time  next  month  in  the  Red  room  of  the 
Bohemian  Club.  The  dinner  committeemen 
in  charge  are  John  Landers  of  the  Manhattan 
and  H.  K.  Field  of  the  New  England  Mutual. 
These  gentlemen  will  provide  a  good  menu. 

— Ed.  P.  Caine,  for  the  past  sixteen  years  in 
the  insurance  business  in  Oakland  and  San 
Francisco,  has  been  appointed  chief  clerk  and 
assistant  to  Manager  Spencer  of  the  West- 
chester. Mr.  C.  is  an  industrious,  capable 
and  well  informed  young  man,  and  Mr.  Spen- 
cer is  to  be  congratulated  on  securing  his 
services. 

— The  present  is  not  the  time  for  quibbling 
over  details  in  efforts  to  reorganize  a  tariff 
association  in  San  Fi'ancisco.  Crimination 
and  re-crimination  vi'ill  not  benefit  any  one  or 
tend  to  promote  co-operation  in  placing  the 
business  of  fire  underwriting  on  a  healthy 
basis.  If  every  manager  insists  on  his  par- 
ticular "pet"  becoming  a  part  of  a  constitu- 
tion there  will  be  no  organization. 


Thg  Coast  'I\evie]v. 


491 


— The  Fii-emans  Fund  is  one  of  the  strongest 
iiisurauce  compauies  in  the  United  States. 

— The  hills  of  San  Francisco  may  delay  fire 
engines,  but  they  also  tend  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  fire.  The  elevations  of  several  are : 
Rincon.  120  feet;  Russian  and  ''Nob,"  about 
350;  Telegraph,  294. 

— The  Fidelity  &  Casualty  has  secured, 
through  its  local  agent  J.  A.  Freeman,  the 
contract  for  5130,000  insurance  for  three  years 
on  the  boilers  at  the  Lake  Washington  pump- 
ing station  at  Seattle.     The  premium  is  $200. 

—Oh  my :  This  is  Dreadful !  The  Evening 
Bulletin  of  Sau  Francisco  is  our  authority  for 
the  statement  that  the  increase  in  American 
fire  losses  this  year  has  been  *io9,689.4oo  over 
same  time  last  year.  If  the  fire  underwriters 
find  this  out  they  will  declare  peace  on  the 
Coast. 

— So  that  You  Can  Tear  It  Out. — We  re- 
printed in  our  advertising  department,  on 
page  14,  of  the  November  Coast  Review,  a 
revised  table  of  the  fire  business  of  the  Pa- 
cific Coast  and  Rocky  Mountain  states  and 
territories  for  several  years.  It  may  add 
materially  to  the  interest  of  your  Coast  Re- 
view Chart  if  you  tear  out  this  page  and  paste 
It  in  the  chart. 

— Portland,  Or.— Hannah  B.  Miller  sued  to 
recover  a  loan  secured  by  a  policy  which  had 
expired  after  being  transferred.  The  pur- 
chaser of  the  mortgaged  property  insured  in 
another  (the  Western),  which  subsequently 
paid  him  for  a  loss.  Hannah  claimed  her 
right  to  the  insurance  money,  but  the  court 
said  nay.  Something  seems  to  be  "the  mat- 
ter with  Hannah." 

— On  California  street  in  San  Francisco,  a 
few  yards  fi-om  "the  insurance  center,"  there 
is  a  "bloomer"  i-estaurant.  It  attracts  no 
attention,  excepting,  perhaps,  from  an  occa- 
sional countryman.  In  New  York  the  other 
day  an  enterprising  restaurateur  prevailed 
on  his  waitresses  to  adopt  this  sensible  cos- 
tume, and  the  results  were  a  blockaded  thor- 
oughfare and  the  arrest  of  the  restaurant 
man  for  disturbing  the  peace.  Well  dressed 
New  Yorkers,  according  to  a  press  dispatch, 
stood  on  the  steps  opposite  and  stared  at  the 
bloomer  maids  through  opera  glasses.  The 
dispatch  does  not  say  whether  the  locality 
was  near  the  insui'ance  center.  We  quote 
this  incident  as  illustrating  the  difference  be- 
tween New  York,  a  provincial  town,  and  San 
Francisco,  a  metropolitan  city. 


— The  Cnast  Review  is  unable  to  "locate"  In- 
dependent Adjuster  Pierce  of  San  Francisco 
who  "kissed  and  made  up  again"  in  a  Dakota 
divorce  court. 

—Chicago's  fire  boat  Yosemite  sank  despite 
the  pumps.  The  heavy  "sea"  washed  the 
oakum  from  her  seams,  which,  like  the  Yo- 
semite Falls,  had  become  somewhat  dry  dur- 
ing the  summer.  Still,  somebody  in  author- 
ity will  escape  his  due  penalty  on  the  plea 
that  "nobody  was  to  blame." 

-In  Oakland  there  are  two  water  companies, 
and  the  underwriters  ask  the  councilmen  to 
redistribute  the  hydrants  so  that  each  water 
company  can  be  drawn  on  at  every  other 
hydrant.  At  present  the  "patronage"  is  di- 
vided geographically.  War  has  again  been 
declared  between  the  rival  waterers,  and 
their  henchmen  in  the  council  are  preparing 
to  wear  diamonds. 

—At  the  Transmississippi  Congress  in  Omaha, 
last  month,  Hugh  Craig,  manager  of  the 
New  Zealand  Ins.  Co.,  made  an  address  on  the 
subject  of  the  Nicaragua  canal,  which  had 
been  assigned  to  another  gentleman  who  was 
unavoidably  absent.  Mr.  Craig  also  presented 
a  strong  argument  in  behalf  of  the  proposed 
cable  to  Hawaii  and  in  favor  of  the  annexa- 
tion of  the  island  republic.  His  sentiments 
were  applauded  by  the  congress. 

—The  Bankers  Alliance  of  Los  Angeles  is  ex- 
tensively advertising  the  "prompt  payment" 
of  a  S42  accident  claim  at  Livermore.  Mr. 
Warreu  Clark  was  the  lucky  man.  That  is 
right ;  have  your  accidents  or  die  very  soon  if 
you  expect  to  get  your  money  from  the  Bank- 
ers Alliance  of  Los  Angeles.  The  company 
has  a  new  manager  of  the  accident  depart- 
ment. His  name  is  James  H.  Blagge,  well 
known  to  several  "old  line"  life  companies. 

— Alfred  Allayne  Jones  and  Charles  A.  Layng 
have  permanently  located  in  Los  Angeles  as 
independent  adjusters  and  special  agents. 
Both  these  gentlemen  are  experienced  field- 
men.  Mr.  Layng  was  formerly  special  for  the 
Sun  Ins.  Co.  Mr.  Jones  was  formerly  Coast 
manager  for  the  British  America  and  Western, 
and  has  latterly  been  doing  special  work  in 
British  Columbia.  With  headquarters  at  150 
South  Broadway,  Los  Angeles,  Messrs.  Jones 
and  Layng  propose  to  be  at  the  service  of  the 
companies  generally  for  southern  California, 
Arizona,  New  Mexico  and  Texas.  The  Coast 
Review  bespeaks  for  these  independent  spec- 
ials a  liberal  share  of  patronage. 
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— The  existence  and  retirement  of  the  Cali- 
fornia Indemnity  Co.  are  simultaneously  an- 
nounced.    Next  ! 

— New  or  Changed  Ads. — Provident  Savings, 
page  7.  North  German,  page  13.  Pacific 
Surety,  page  33.  Union  of  London,  page  33. 
Scottish  Union,  on  cover. 

— The  Preferred  Accident  paid  a  $10,000  claim 
resulting  from  the  Colima  disaster  off  the 
coast  of  Mexico.  Likewise  the  National  Life 
ot  Vermont,  as  set  forth  in  an  ad.  on  the  cover 
of  the  Nov  ember  Coast  Review. 

— Jno.  McCallan,  local  agent  in  Humboldt  coun- 
ty, is  declared  by  local  papers  to  be  the  vic- 
tim of  a  fire-bug  "employed  by  a  rival  com- 
pany.'" All  the  late  losses,  according  to  the 
Areata  Union,  have  been  insured  in  Mac's 
companies. 

— At  Spokane,  Wash.,  judgment  has  been  ren- 
dered by  Judge  Moore,  involving  judgments 
against  several  insurance  companies.  The 
transfers  to  J.  N.  Glover  were  void.  Receiver 
Shaw  of  the  Spokane  Mer.  Co.  has  been  con- 
tinued, with  finding  that  transfers  of  policies 
to  him  were  void,  and  that  transfers  of  judg- 
ments from  him  to  the  banks  were  void. 

— Andrew  Moulder,  late  superintendent  of 
the  schools  of  San  Francisco,  who  died  recent- 
ly, had  one  policy  on  his  life  for  4^5,000.  It 
was  in  the  defunct  Home  Benefit  Life  Asso- 
ciation, reinsured  in  the  defunct  Mutual  Ben- 
efit Life  Association,  both  of  which  were  en- 
dorsed by  the  same  insurance  commissioner 
who  had  a  favorable  word  for  the  Bankers' 
Life  of  Los  Angeles. 

— Everybody  who  rides  on  a  cable  or  an  elec- 
tric car  should  carry  an  accident  policy — es- 
pecially where  there  are  hills.  The  Cleve- 
land, O. ,  accident  was  a  horrible  affair,  the 
electric  car  running  into  an  open  "draw." 
All  the  passengers  were  drowned.  A  simi- 
lar accident  happened  at  Portland,  Or.  In 
neither  case  does  there  appear  to  have  been 
any  accident  insurance. 

— Deputy  Commissioner  Rohrer  carries  a  ¥1500 
watch.  He  bought  it  down  South  during  the 
four-years  sectional  controversy.  Later  Mr. 
Rohrer  saw  a  thirsty  man  buy,  after  much 
bargaining,  a  drink  for  $3300 — and  the  liquor 
dealer  hesitated  before  making  the  trade.  It 
should  not  be  inferred  from  this  anecdote  that 
Mr.  R.'s  watch  is  not  worth  the  price  of  a 
drink.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  a  fine  gold  time 
piece  which  daily  points  to  12  m  when  the  ob- 
servatoi-y  ball  on  Telegraph  hill  drops. 


— Wm.  P.  Streich  of  Portland  has  gone  to 
New  York,  where  he  will  engage  in  life  in- 
surance work. 

— A  Philadelphia  banker  has  a  $30,000  collec- 
tion of  stamps  insured  at  $1  per  $1,000.  One 
of  the  rare  stamps  is  valued  at  $1,500. 

. — The  American  Surety  Co.  has  moved  into 
its  new  building  at  100  Broadway,  New  York 
City.    That's  an  easy  address  to  remember. 

— San  Francisco  fire  underwriters  and  Cali- 
fornia local  agents  ate  turkey  on  November 
28,  but  they  didn't  return  thanks — not  loudly. 

— Permission  to  use  oil  in  the  California  hotel- 
theatre  building  for  heating  purposes  has 
been  refused  by  the  San  Francisco  author- 
ities. 

— The  first  calendar  of  the  season  is  that  of 
the  Kansas  Mutual  Life  ot  Topeka.  The 
picture  is  foreign :  it  should  be  local.  Say,  a 
grasshopper  on  a  fence,  or  Pfeffer  charging  a 
windmill. 

— The  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  has  paid  up  to 
date  $164,000,000  death  claims  and  $36,500,000 
in  matured  endowments — over  $200,000,000  al- 
together. Such  a  record  of  good  done  should 
be  blazoned  on  the  company's  office  buildings. 

— A  meeting  of  the  local  agents  of  Oakland 
was  called  for  the  evening  of  November  29.  to 
oi'ganize  a  local  board.  But  there  was  a  frost 
that  night,  caused  by  the  vicinity  of  the  San 
Francisco  broker  untrammeled  by  boards  and 
rates. 

— Portland,  Ore. — In  the  case  of  Ah  Sing,  who 
garnisheed  insurance  supposed  to  be  owing 
the  Astoria  &  Alaska  Packing  Co.,  from  the 
Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  previously  to  the 
time  the  loss  of  the  Packing  Co.  had  been  ad- 
justed, it  was  held  that  the  writ  of  attach- 
ment was  not  to  create  any  rights  in  behalf 
of  the  plaintiff  in  any  unadjusted  or  unascer- 
tained claim,  which  the  debtor  company  may 
have  had  against  the  insurance  company. 

— S.  G.  Mills,  formerly  of  Great  Falls,  Mon., 
latterly  a  surveyor  for  the  Pacific  Insurance 
Union  at  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  is  now  engaged 
in  the  insurance  business  at  Hamilton,  Can. 
Mr.  Mills,  it  may  be  remembered,  lost  his  eye- 
sight in  a  very  mysterious  way.  He  was 
found  in  his  room  screaming  with  pain,  with 
his  eye-balls  pi-otruding  from  their  sockets, 
and  the  sight  gone.  We  have  seen  no  explan- 
ation of  this  remarkable  case.  The  unfortu- 
nate man  has  since  become  a  proficient  type- 
writer. 
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— The  Koj-al  Exchange  insurance  on  the  Bat- 
tery street  loss  was  ^9,500,  and  not  $7,500,  as 
reported  elsewhere. 

— The  Union  Casualty  has  ceased  writing  ac- 
cident business  in  Texas.  We  are  under  the 
impression  tlmt  it  writes  none  in  California. 

— Since  organized  in  March,  1894,  the  Pacific 
Coast  department  of  the  Preferred  Accident 
has  paid  S40.000  death  and  disability  claims. 

— The  Lloyds  of  New  York,  numerous,  individ- 
ually worthless  and  collectively  weak,  are 
said  to  be  organizing  a  trust  or  compact. 
Among  them  is  the  Manufacturers,  now  in 
California. 

— Suicide. — '"An  interesting  phenomena  haR 
arisen,""  says  an,esteemed  contemporary.  The 
Baltimore  Underwriter  or  the  Davislakey, 
both  cheerful  scavengers  of  the  language,  will 
name  the  offender  if  the  offence  be  smelled 
out. 

— \V.  J.  Calliugham  has  just  returned  from  a 
five  weeks'  trip,  inspecting  his  agencies  in 
British  Columbia,  Oregon  and  Washington. 
Mr.  C.  reports  general  commercial  and  finan- 
cial business  throughout  the  Pacific  north- 
west in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condition. 

— Buyer  &  Reich,  of  unpleasant  memory, 
failed  last  month.  Two  years  ago  this  firm 
(or  its  present  receiver)  filled  the  newspaper 
air  with  lamentations  over  the  refusal  of  the 
insurance  companies  to  pay  an  extortionate 
claim.  The  offending  underwriters  were  boy- 
cotted for  exercising  their  right  and  for  per- 
forming their  duty.  It  was  believed  then, 
from  inside  infoi-mation,  that  the  fii'm  was 
embarrassed.  Tlie  fire  was  a  suspicious  one, 
but  aside  from  that  the  extravagant  loss 
claim  seemed  the  outgrowth  of  the  firm's 
condition.  The  principal  creditor  then  was 
Daniel  Meyer,  who  skillfully  applied  the 
screws  and  went  to  law.  And  now  Dan'l  is 
the  receiver  for  Buyer  &  Reich,  and  the 
Coast  Review  is  vindicated.  The  newspapers 
tried  the  case,  and  as  usual  found  the  defend- 
ants guilty.  The  board  of  trade  confessed 
Itself  a  collection  agency.  The  underwriters 
prepared  a  spirited  protest  against  boycotts 
and  blackmailing  methods.  The  firm  made 
an  assignment  to  Mr.  Meyers  and  to  a  bank 
on  a  claim  for  ¥65,000  money  lent.  The  Coast 
Review  for  January,  1894,  contains  a  full 
account  of  this  celebrated  case.  The  under- 
writers also  seem  to  be  vindicated  by  the  fail- 
ure of  Buver  &  Reich. 


—The  Germania  Retires.  —  Manager  Ber- 
theau,  who  is  now  in  New  York,  wires  the 
Coast  Review  that  the  Germania  will  retire 
from  the  Coast.  It  is  not  true,  as  rumored, 
that  the  Hanover  will  also  i-etire.  The  Coast 
business  of  the  Germania  will  probably  be 
taken  over  by  the  Firemen's  of  Baltimore, 
the  Prussian  National  and  the  Hanover. 

— A  San  Francisco  man  has  invented  a  hitch- 
ing device  for  firemen.  With  the  old  device 
the  services  of  three  or  four  men  are  required 
to  hitch  a  pair  of  horses.  The  invention  har- 
nesses a  horse  with  one  movement  of  the  hand. 
The  collar  is  self-closing.  Its  release  from 
above  fastens  it  on  the  horse.  The  breech- 
ing is  released  and  fastened  simultaneously. 

— Fire  Underw-riters'  Association  of  the  Pa- 
cific.— At  the  November  meeting  President 
Driffield  appointed  a  committee  to  formulate 
a  new  set  of  rules  as  to  adjusters'  charges 
and  contributions  thereto.  The  committee — 
C.  Mason  Kinne,  chaii'mau,  F.  G.  Argall  and 
Calvert  Meade— ask  for  suggestions.  They 
are  expected  to  report  at  the  annual  meeting 
in  February. — F.  G.  Argall  has  been  appointed 
chairman  of  the  library  committee,  vice  A.  G. 
Dugan.  The  library  committeemen  now  are 
Messrs.  Argall,  Farnsworth  and  Folger. 
— The  Observer  is  the  name  of  a  new  New 
York  insurance  journal.  Why  not  another? 
There  is  always  room  for  another  in  New 
York  while  the  underwriters  support  "Insur- 
ance" and  the  Commercial  Magazine.  Like 
"Insurance"  the  Observer  begins  without 
subscribers  or  advertisers.  The  failure  of 
"Insurance"  to  obtain  any  subscribers  after 
twelve  years'  horn-blowing  should  not  dis- 
courage Publisher  Thomas.  Let  him  like- 
wise show  his  teeth  and  growl,  and  timid 
managers  will   throw  him  an  ad.  bone. 

—Mutual  Indemnity  Co. — Commissioner  Hig- 
gins  of  California  is  not  satisfied  \vith  the 
securities  deposited  with  the  state  treasurer 
by  this  assessment  company.  Several  months 
ago  he  notified  the  manager,  L.  M.  McKen- 
ney,  to  this  effect;  but  the  Mutual  Indemnity 
seems  to  have  been  unable  to  take  up  the  ob- 
jectionable bonds  and  replace  them  with  ac- 
ceptable securities.  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Hig- 
gins's  predecessor,  accepted  the  bonds.  The 
manager  of  the  Mutual  Indemnity  has  been 
ordered  to  appear  before  the  commissioner  at 
10  A.  M.  of  December  16  and  show  cause  why 
the  license  of  the  company  should  not  be  re- 
voked. The  bonds  referred  to  are  those  of 
the  Mutual  Investment  Union. 
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—Southern  California  Local  Boards.— J.  H. 
Richards  has  been  doing  some  effective  work 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  state.  He  has  organ- 
ized local  boards  in  Santa  Barbara,  Ventura 
and  Santa  Paula,  and  expects  to  complete  the 
organization  of  a  board  at  San  Diego  this 
week.  A  meeting  of  agents  at  Los  Angeles 
was  held  on  the  gth,  and  Messrs.  Walton, 
Silent  and  Hawley  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  constitution  and  by-laws.  They 
were  to  report  on  Wednesday.  Officers  have 
been  elected  as  follows;  Santa  Barbara— F. 
M.  Whitney,  president;  B.  S.  Hayne,  vice- 
president;  J.  T.  Johnson,  sec'y  and  treas. 
These  agents  and  L.  G.  Dreyfus  and  C.  A. 
Thompson  form  the  executive  committee. 
Ventura— J.  B.  Beardsley,  president;  Jno. 
W.  H'ammons,  sec. -treasurer;  executive  com- 
mittee, E.  S.  Hall,  W.  T.  Neel,  J.  B.  Beard- 
sley. Santa  Paula— C.  N.  Bakei-,  president; 
F.  M.  Edgar,  sec. -treasurer;  W..C.  Richmond, 
J.  B.  Titus,  C.  N.  Baker,  executive  committee. 
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An  Infant  Industry.— A  Vindicator  (N.  O.)  man, 
grumpy  over  the  election  returns  on  the  bulletin 
board,  was  "greatly  shocked"  when  "a  shade 
flashed  "  (wonderful '.)  the  following  on  the  canvas : 

INFANT    INDUSTRIES 

need  the  protection  of 

THE    GRE.4T    MUTUAL    LIFE     INSURANCE    COMPANY. 

The  man  who  can  see  a  shade  "flash"  is  able  to 
see  something  very  objectionable  In  this  play  on 
a  partisan  phrase. 


ALFRED  ALLAgiNE  JO/^IES 

CHARLES  A.   LAg/NG 

Adjusters  of  Losses 
And  Special  Agents 

In  Southern  California.   Arizona, 
rtew  Mexico  and  Texas 

OFFICE:    -150  South  Broadway. 
LOS  AMGELES.  Cat 


To  Life.  Men: — 

VCe    lidttr    (I    frw    copirs    of 
TABOR'S    THREK    SYSTEMS, 
itiliicli    wr  iirr  closiiio'   out  at    $?.00 
a-  volume,  cloth-JxniiuJ. 
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LEGAL. 

Waiver  &  Estoppel 4 

A  Year's  Ins.  Decisions 7 

Long  Primer  Type  Decision 9 

Judge  McKenna's  Decision  in  Continental  In- 
junction Case 160 

California  v.  Hooper 29.  74 

Demolition  to  Prevent  Spread  of  Fire 22 

Marine  Ins.  Decisions      128,  295.  387 

Legal  Digest      Monthly 

Mortgage  Clause  Decision  ...  183 

O'Brien  T.  New  Zealand      .    .  312 

Statutor.v  Notice 318 

Cancellation  Decision ..337 

Assessment  Ins.  Decisions  427 

Damage  Caused  l>y  Sparks .  44 1 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Business  Letters 

Complimentary  Receipts 
Cariosities  of  Insurance 


,476 

472 

.    91 


History  of  Pacittc  Coast  Insurance :  473 

Insurance  is  not  Commerce 74 

Insuranceof  Animals  Against  Lightning  in  1790  390 
Montana  Insurance  Department  Bill  Veto  .    .   .  145 

New  Oregon  Law 134 

New  Arizona  Law 151 

Plate  Glass  Insurance 2to 

State  Insurance  Officials 107 

State  Supervision   . 381 

LIFE,  ACCIDENT,   ETC. 
Assessment  Companies- 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen 465 

Atlas  of  Boston     ,    .■ 356 

Bankers  Alliance    ...  .   .  278,  316,  346 

Bankers  Alliance  Exposed  407 

Bankers  Alliance     ...  .   .  474. 4S<> 

Connecticut  Indemnity 194,  2[3.  26S 

Covenant  Mutual 191,  223 

Eureka  Endowment  Association 28 

EquitaOle  Aid  Union     25 

Fidelity  Mutual  .\id,Association 276 

Great  Western  Mutual  of  Denver 29S 

Guarantee  Accident  Lloyds 28 

I.  O.  Red  Men .■   ■  3S9 

Inter-State  Casualty  .       29.  61 

International  Indemnity  Co. .       .  453 

Iowa  State  Traveling  Men's  Ass'n    .....  43<J 

Knights  of  Honor 384 

Knights  of  Maccabees 142 

Masons  Fraternal  Accident  Ass'n 366 

Modern  Woodmen 357 

Mutual  Reserve  Fund 91.  109,  149,  224 

Mutual  Reserve  Fund  in  Ireland 8,95 

Mutual  Reserve  Fund  in  Oakland      59 

Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life  Examination  ,   .   .  155 
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Mutual  Reserve  Fund 299,313,315 

Mutual  Relief  Association  of  Petaluma    .  296.  310 

Mutual  Reserve  Fund 5SS 

National  Accident  of  New  York 356 

National  Life  of  Washington 18 

National  Life  of  Hartford 149 

Northwestern  Masonic  Aid 348 

Oddfellows  Fraternal  Accident  Ass'n    ....  439 

Odd  Fellows  Beneficial  Association 27 

Order  of  Pendo 300 

Order  of  Chosen  Friends 431 

Royal  Fraternal  Guardians 269,  311,  438 

Railway  Firemens  Union 27 

Star  Accident  Companies 179 

United  Stales  Mutual  Accident  Fails     .   .   .   .216 

United  Artisans 434 

World  Mutual  Benefit  Association 310 

American  Employers  Liability  Failure    .  .  .   .  217 
American  Life  Companies  Aggregates  1859-1891  263 

Advertising 349 

Accident  Underw'rilers  Pacific  Coast  Board    ,      359 

Anti-Rebate  Agreement 436,  4S5 

Business  by  States 345 

Benevolent  Ins '385 

Blake  Case 400 

Commission  Evil  in  England       ,       . 19 

California  Life,  Accident  &  Liability  Business     5S 

California  Assessment  Business 60 

California  &  General  Statistics,  Six  Years  .  138.  176 

Colorado  Business  in  1891 175 

Double  Endowment  Policy 348 

Directors  Held  Not  Responsible     474 

Extra  Liabilities  in  Assessment  Ins 313 

Equitable  Life  Examination 305 

Fraternal  Societies  in  California 90 

Failed  and  Reinsured  Old  Line  Go's  lAd.Dep. )  April 

Gross  Results  in  L'uitedStates 175 

Grand  Results  of  Life  Ins.  Workers 301 

Grennan  Drowning  Case 3^6 

Industrial  Life  Ins.  Business ,    .  363 

Limit  of  Various  Companies 21 

Life  Insurance  Written 114 

Large  Mortality  of  Large  Policies 147 

Life  Companies  of  Pacific  Coast 215 

Life  Insarane  Clearing  Co 310 

Liability  of  Co-operative  Director 471 

Mortality  Cost  of  $1,000  Ins 20 

Minimum  Cost  Table     234 

Mutual  Life  Examination 342 

Montana  Ins.  Law .  42S 

New  Life  Ins.  Blank 19.383 

National  Surety  Co 146 

Natural  Premium  Underwriters  Ass'n 277 

National  Ass'n  of  Life  Underwriters 435 

National  Assessment  Convention 440 

Northwestern  Life  Examination 447 

Oregon  and  Washington  Business 67 

Personal  — 

L.  B.  Henderson 34 

A.  L.  Moya 457 

Col.  Alex.  G.  Hawes 226 

Hamilton  L.  Perrin 367 

John  D.  Mouser 4^5 

Joseph  Rheiustrom 429 

Chas.  N.  Comstock      434 

Penn  Mutual 67 


Pardee  v.  Watson     160 

Pacific  Coast  Dead  Co-operatives  (Ad.  Dep.)   March 

Prussian  Retaliation     , 4S7 

Reserve  in  Life  Ins 221 

Rebate  Agreement 436 

Reasons  for  lusuring 47a 

San  Francisco  Life  Underwriters  Association 

Organized 156 

Twisting 228,  346 

Through  Official  Spectacles 3S2 

Three  per  cent.  Reserve 383 

Taxes  are  Extortionate 402 

Union  Casualty  of  St.  Louis 219,339,429 

United  States  Business  &  Casualty  Cos 266 

United  States  Casualty  Co 452.483 

Valuation  of  Assets 382 

World's  Life  Insurance    . 93 

Wanamaker  on  Life  Insurance 440 


FIRE. 

Annual  Banquet 

Arson  Law  in  Washington     

Arson  on  the  Pacific  Coast     

Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  of  the  Pacific   .   .  78, 

Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  Pledge 

Buyer  &  Reich  Claim 

Board  &  Non-board  Companies 

By  and  By 

Christmas  Festival  Fires   ...  

Church  Risk 

Classified  Fire  Loss  Table 

Chief  Coast  Fires 

Coast  Fire  Losses  by  States     

Coast  Business  by  Agencies 

Co-insurance  as  a  Vital  Factor 

Co-insurance 

California  Fire  Business 

Committees' Work  on  Legislation 

Continental  Injunction  Case 

Coast  Fire  Business  by  States     

Conflagration  Hazard , 

Carpenter's  Valedictory 

California  Ins.  Repo-rt 

Cyclery  Hazard 

Coast  Review  Cancellation  Table 

Coast  Fire  Loss  Percentages 

Colorado  Compact  Ass' n      

Commission  Question 

Electric  Wiring 

Exposures.  Rule  as  to 

European  Fire  Ins 

Electricity 

Electric  Hazard  in  Montana     

Electric  Buildings.  Standard 

Election  Time  Observations 

Engine.  First  Fire .   .   .   . 

Field  Men  of  the  Pacific  Coast 

Field  Men's  Association 

Farmers  Co-operative  Fire  Ins.  Ass'n,  Ore.      ,   . 

Fire  Ins.  by  the  State 

Fire  Patrol  Report      

Fire  Underwriters'  Association  of  the  Pacific    . 

Fifteen  Years  Coast  Fire  Figures 

Fire  Department  Statistics 

Freights  and  Charges iSo,  222. 

Fire  Underwriting 


114 

1S8 

1S9 

309 

108 

121 

228 

370 

15 

15 

17 


52 
Sg 
92 
9b 
156 
160 
195 
218 
267 
279 
304 
■>hl 
339 
359 
406 
13 
16 
170 
171 
268 
354 
4  28 
469 
480 


17 

65 

100 
132 
136 
262 
184 
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Fire  Eugines  in  Parade 2S5 

Fire  Patrol  in  Trouble      316 

Fire  Patrol 368,  4S4 

Fires  in  American  Cities ^  -   ■   •  4^9 

Fanners  Fire  Relief  Ass'n 430 

Great  Merchants,  Referring  to 39 

Gasoline  Fire  Record 186 

General  of  Austria  Arrives 304 

Hasty  and    Mismanaged    adjustment    of    Fire 

Losses 135 

Height  of  Buildings,  Limit 403 

Hop  Growers  Fire  Relief  Ass'n 430 

I  Didn't  Think  He'd  Do  It,  Bat  He  Did 178 

Inspections 297 

Influences  Prejudicial  to  Fire  Ins.  Interests    .  .  37^ 

Independent  Adjuster  Pierce 431 

Liebes  Bros.  Case    .   , 12 

Local  Boards 64 

Lloyds,  Chamber  of  Commerce  Report 141 

Lloyds,  in  California 157 

Lloyds  California  Law     185 

Little  Fire  Hazards 211 

Lancashire's  New  Pacific  Department       .   .    .    .  228 

Lloyds  Failures 351 

Lloyds  Admitted  to  California 357 

Lloyds  are  Locusts 3S5 

Local  Agents,  There  Are  Too  Many 473 

Local  Board  Assessment  Blanks 432 

Llo.yds  in  New  York 434 

Mutuals     9 

Mutuals,  Can  Not  Collect  Claims  Against   ,   ,   .    39 

Marine  Figures  of  1S94    .   .  .   , 50,128 

Marine  Items 64 

Mutual  Fire  of  New  York 1C9 

Mutual  Bills 'Vetoed 148 

Montana  State  Board 228 

Martinsburg  Ins.  Co.      .  . 278 

Marine  Companies  Figures 386 

Methodist  Mutual  Project 388 

Marine  Items     401 

Montana  Ins.  Law 428 

Northwest  F,  &  M.  Co.  Retires 105 

Nevada  Adjustment  Story - 105 

Northwestern  National 198 

Northwest  Ins.  Ass'n 278,  316 

Oregon's  New  Law 110,134 

Press  on  the  P.  I.  U 14 

Pacific  Ins.  Union 29 

Pacific  Ins.  Union  Exit 7S 

Prussian  National  Change 341 

Personal — 

J.  B.  F.  Davis,  Death  of 150 

Chas.  E.  Morgan  Imprisoned 143 

Chas.  M.  Graves  Sentenced 151 

George  F.  Bissell,  Death  of 277 

John  W,  G.  Cofran 304 

Henry  K.  Belden 305 

Whitney  Palache    ...  305 

Robert  Burns      ....  ...      355 

Rating  of  Fire  Risks     100 

State  Ins.  Officials 107 

School  House  Losses     143 

Suppressed  Version    .   .  18S 

Syz  Agency  Changed 194 

St.  Paul's  Change  of  Agency 22S 

Special  Agent  From  His  Own  Point  of  View  .    .  260 


Scotia  Mill  Fire 274 

Sun  Ins.  Co.  Reinsures 281 

Special  Agent  from  Managers  Point  of  View  .   .  351 
San  Francisco's  Premiums  for  Five  Years  .   .   ,  350 

State  Supervision .....  381 

Sparks  from  Locomotive  .  441 

State  Ins.  Co.  Failure 487 

Title  Ins. 209 

The  Naughty  Man 213 

United  States  Fire  Business 141,  352 

Unauthorized  Company's  Adjuster .230 

United  States  Fire  Losses .  269 

Universal  Mercantile  Schedule 438 

Valued  Policy  Law  in  Oregon 32 

Valued  Policy  Legislation     33 

Volunteer  Firemen- 422 

Water-Works 1S2 

Warren  &  Lanktree  Shortage 224 


Newspaper  Clippings. 

We  return  thanks  to  our  I'eadei's  who 
during  1895  have  sent  to  us  newspaper 
clippings  relating  to  insurance  men  and 
insurance  matters  of  all  sorts. 


Tlie  January  Coast  Review 

WILL  CONTAIN 

An  article  on  the '  Order  of  Chosen 
Friends. 

A  Table  of  Coast  Fire  Insurance  Losses 
in  1895  by  States. 

Eighteen  Months'  Insurance  Decisions 
Boiled   Down. 

A  Chapter  on  the  History  of  Insurance 
on  the  Pacific  Coast. 


To  Life  and  Accident  Men. 

During  1896  The  Coast  Review  will  con- 
tain— 

Seven  years"  California  and  general  life 
and  accident  business — assets,  surplus,  in 
force,  premiums. 

Life  business  by  states  for  three  years. 

Reviews  of  the  different  companies' 
statements. 

Summai'ies  of  assessment  companies" 
conditions  as  printed  from  time  to  time 
in  the  Coast  Review. 

Special  articles  on  assessment  business 
and  fraternal  corporations. 

Thirty-six  Years"  American  Figures. 


Binding. —  If  you  bind  The  Coast  Re- 
view instruct  your  binder  to  be  careful 
about  supplements  in  the  February  and 
October  numljers.  If  you  want  the  ad. 
pages  included  as  a  matter  of  record,  in- 
struct the  binder  accordingly. 


AsscR.ixcE  Llotds,  reputed  the  best  of 
the  New  York  litter,  has  been  refused  ad- 
missiou  to  Wisconsin, 
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Oru  English  Corsixs'  Way.— We  fliiJ  the 
following  in  the  Post  Magazine,  whose  editor 
seems  not  to  have  learned  a  lesson  from  his 
recent  experience  with  a  British  jui-y  in  a 
libel  suit:  His  name  was  James  Robinson. 
And  he  was  a  frugal  farmer,  hailing  from 
Hanwell.  Not  from  the  well-known  asylum, 
but  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood.  And  he 
had  gathered  unto  himself  a  small  riek  of 
"couch"  or  wayside  grass,  which  he  valued 
at  about  three  pounds  of  our  base  money. 
But  the  ubiquitous  tramp  valued  it  simply  as 
a  place  wherein  to  lay  his  wearj-  head,  the 
while  he  lit  him  his  deadly  pipe.  And  the 
lo;."al    fire    brigade   valued    their  subsequent 


services  at  ten  pounds  of  the  aforesaid  cur- 
rency, made  up  as  follows:  Engine,  £6  6s.; 
horse  hire,  £i  los. ;  payments  to  firemen,  ii 
ys.  6d. ;  cleaning  engine,  ids.  6d. ;  incidentals 
(coffee,  or  Ballj-hooly  lemonade ;i,  14s.  6d. 
Total,  £10  8s.  6d.  ;  for  putting  out  a  £3  fire! 
The  Brentford  magistrates  said  Mr.  Robinson 
had  their  heartfelt  sympatliies,  but  he  must 
really  pay  £4 !  That  is,  they  knocked  off  the 
charge  for  the  engine.  There  used  to  be  two 
kings  at  Brentford,  but  now  they  have  only  got 
a  Bench  there.  And  the  ambient  air  which 
fans  that  wooden  judgment  seat,  only  too  evi- 
dently blows  from  the  "big  house"  close  by, 
bringing  wisdom  upon  its  wings. 


STANDARD 

MARINE     INSURANCE    COMPANY    (Limited; 


Of   I^ix'er/jaal,    lin^-Juiid 


SUBSCRIBED     CAPITAL,  —  —  —  —  —  — -  $5,000,000   00 

PAID-UP     CAPITAL,        —  _  —  _____  500,000  00 

TOTAL  CASH  ASSETS.        _______    1,457,272  OO 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,       _____       1.098,155  OO 


J.  D.  SPRECKELS  &  BROS.  CO.,  Gen'l  Agents. 


J.   B.   F.   DAVIS  8l  son.   Managers 
Office.  407  &  403  M^atgom^rj  street,  San  Francisco 


Telephone  Main  5968 


Walter;  Sp 
2:25  Samsome  St 


F    HAMBURG,  -'ihr^' 

^EYER.     ^J| 


GERMANY 

General.  Agent 

SaS  FftANClSCoX'AL.. 


Capital!  and  AccMinraiuiIlatioinis, 


.      $2, 


JBOon' 


'4 


TJIG     COA  ST     ^J{E  VIE  IV. 


™  ROYf\L 

InsuroQce  Compaoy 

OF    LIVERPOOL,    ENGLAND, 

Assets,    -    ^46,ooo,ooo     ^     Losses  Paid,    -    ^9?,ooo,ooo 


THE 


NORWICH  UNIOK 

pire  Insurance  Society 


OF    NORWICH,    ENGLAND, 


ASSETS,     -     $6,000,000.  *  Losses  Paid,     -     $44, 000,000 


Royal  and  Norwich  Union. 


Pacific    Coast    Department: 

ROLLA   V.  WATT,   Manager, 

N.    E.    Corner     Montgomery     and     Sacramento     Streets,     SAN    FRANCISCO. 


Special    agents  : 

j.  l.  puller     jno.  t.  fogarty     frank  m.  gilcrest     h.  r.  burke 

robert  h.  delapield 


I 


